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Sri Caitanyastakam Stavavali 
Sri Caitanyastakam 


"EIGHT PRAYERS TO SRI CAITANYA 
MAHAPRABHU" 


VERSE 1: 


harir drstva gosthe mukura-gatam Atmanam atularh 
sva-madhuryarh radha-priyatara-sakhivaptum abhitah 
aho gaude jatah prabhur apara-gauraika-tanu-bhak 
§aci-sinuh kirn me nayana-saranii yasyati punah 


harih - Hari; drstvd - having seen; gosthe - in Vraja; mukura - 
mirror; gatam - gone; atmanam - of one self; atulam - incomparable; 
sva - own; madhuryam - sweetness; radha - Radha; priyatara - 
dearer; sakhi - girlfriend; iva - as if; @ptum - attaining; abhitah - 
completely; aho - O!; gaude - in Bengal; jatah - born; prabhuh - the 
Lord; apara - other; gaura - golden; eka - only; tanu - body; bhak - 
having; saci stinuh - Saci’s son; kim - whether; me - my; nayana - 
eyes; Saranim - path; ydsyati - goes; pu nah - again. 


Aho! Will that Hari, Who took birth in Bengal in 
another, golden form as the son of mother Saci, after He 
had seen His own incomparable sweetness in a mirror in 
Vraja and after becoming greedy to relish this sweetness, 
just like His dear most girlfriend Radha does, cross the 
path of my eyes again? 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: By the mercy of Sri Krsna 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami who is 
the Lord’s dear associate, was able to do bhajana for a long time 
near Mahaprabhu’s feet. By the grace of Lord Gaura, an 
extraordinary steadiness in bhajana and an anxious loving 
devotion, paired with pure dispassion, has manifested in his 
heart. After Lord Gaura disappeared from this world, Sri 
Raghunatha dasa came to Vraja, where he planned to commit 
suicide, because he could not tolerate anymore the pangs of 
separation. But Sri Ripa and Sanatana Gosvami convinced him 
to give up this idea and do bhajana on the banks of 
Radhakunda. From that moment on until the end of his blessed 
life, Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami was anxiously crying out 
day and night for the audience of his beloved goddess Srimati 
Radharani on the banks of Sri Radhakunda. The nectarean 
Ganga-stream of his pure devotion was strengthened by 
monsoon showers (of mercy) from above and it forcefully 
streamed towards the desired ocean, named $1i-Sri Radha- 
Madhava, inundating both riverbanks on its way. 

Those who discuss the topic of Sri Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami's extraordinary character will frankly admit that such 
anxious and intense devotion was rarely found in world history. 
In his state of great devotional anxiety, he constantly showered 
his own body with streams of tears, while he was crying for the 
audience of his beloved Lord and the prayers he wrote down in 
this very elevated state of mind are collected here in this 
compilation, named "Stavavali". There is no collection of 
prayers found anywhere in the storehouse of Sanskrit poetry, 
which is so enriched with sweet feelings, transcendental 
flavours and expert choice of words like this Stavavalli. 

In the first verse of this Caitanyastakam, Sri Raghunatha 
dasa, whose heart is agitated by anxious feelings of separation, 
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describes the original reason for Sri Gauraniga’s advent and 
expresses his desire to see Sriman Mahaprabhu again. "The 
Original Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, became very eager 
to taste the nectar of His own sweetness in the mood of His 
dear most girlfriend Sri Radha, after He saw His own 
incomparable reflection in a jewelled mirror in Vraja". Srila 
Ripa Gosvami translates Krsna’s feelings at that moment as 
follows in his “Lalita Madhava’-play (Act VII): 


aparikalita pirvah kas camatkara kart 
sphurati mama gariyan esa madhurya pirah 
ayam aham api hanta preksya yam lubdha cetah 
sarabhasam upabhoktum kamaye radhikeva 


When Krsna once saw His own extraordinary sweetness 
reflected in a jewelled wall, He was amazed and said: "How 
unprecedented and astonishing is this deep and indescribable 
sweetness of Mine! Alas! When I see it, even I become greedy 
to enjoy its sweetness, just like Radhika!" 


sva madhurya dekhi krsna korena vicara 
ananta adbhuta piirna mora madhurima; 
trijagate ihara keho nahi paya sima 
ei prema dvare nitya radhika ekali; 
amara madhuryamrta asvade sakali 


When Krsna beheld His own sweetness, He thought to 
Himself: "My sweetness is endless, wonderful, and complete, 
and no one in the three worlds can find its limit. Through Her 
great love only Radhika can always relish all the nectar of My 
sweetness." 
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darpanadye dekhi yadi apana madhuri; 
asvadite lobha hoy asvadite nari 
vicara koriye yadi asvada upaya; 

radhika svariipa hoite tabe mone dhaya 


"When I see My own sweetness in the mirror, I become 
eager to taste it, but I can’t. After due consideration, I find that 
the only way to relish this sweetness is through the constitution 
of Sri Radhika." (Caitanya Caritamrta Adi ch. 4) 

According to Sriman Mahaprabhu’s intimate associate Srila 
Svartipa Damodara, there were three unfulfilled desires, which 
were the main causes for Sri Krsna to accept the mood and 
complexion of Srimati Radharani and to descend as Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. It is thus described in Sri Svariipa 
Gosvami's notebook: 


srt radhayah pranaya mahima kidrso vaénayair va 

svadyo yenadbhuta madhurima kidrso va madiyah 
saukhyam casya mad anubhavatah kidrsan veti lobhas 
tad bhavadhyah samajani saci garbha sindhau harinduh 


"How glorious is Sri Radha love for Me? How does She relish 
My wonderful sweetness through this love? How much bliss 
does She experience from relishing My sweetness?" 

With these three kinds of sacred greed, Lord Hari, enriched 
with the feelings of Srimati Radhika, appeared like the moon 
from mother Saci’s ocean-like womb! To relish this threefold 
happiness, Vrajendra-Nandana appeared in the holy abode of 
Navadvipa in Gauda-desa (West-Bengal) as S17 Gaurasundara 
in the first phase of Kali-yuga, with the mood and the golden 
complexion of Srimati Radhika, and He was filled with 
unprecedented devotional mellows. In scriptures like the 
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Srutis, Smrtis, Puranas, Sarihitas as well as Srimad Bhagavata, 
we can find lots of evidence about Sri Gauranga being the 
Original Personality of Godhead. 

In the 6th Prapathaka of the Purusa Bodhini Sriti in the 
Atharva Veda it is seen: 


saptame gaura varna visnor 
ityanena sva saktyd caikyam 

etya prante pratar avatirya 
saha dvaih svam anusiksayati 


"In the 7th Manvantara, or the Vaivasvata Manvantara, Sri 
Krsna will attain oneness with the essence of His pleasure 
potency, S17 Radha, and will descend with His associates in the 
first part of the Kali - age to teach His devotees the hare-krsna- 
kirtana." In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.12) we see: 


mahan prabhur vai purusah sattvasyaisa pravartakah 
sunirmalam imam praptim isano jyotir avyayah 


"He who promulgates sattva or visuddha sattva is 
Mahaprabhu. He is the greatest purusa, or human-shaped 
avatara. This Isana, Who is most pure, meaning free from 
desires for personal happiness like sense gratification or 
liberation, and who just bestows pure prema bhakti, is effulgent 
and eternal." In the Mundakopanisad (3.1.3) we find these 
words: 


yada pasyah pasyate rukma varnam 
kartaram tsam purusam brahma yonim 
tada vidvan punya pape vidhtiya 
niranjanah paramam samyam upaiti 
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Bhavarthah: Simply by being initiated in the mantra of this 
maha purusa, Who has a golden complexion, Who is the only 
performer of creation, maintenance and destruction and the 
bestower of all benedictions, Who descended in a human form 
in a brahmana-family, a human being can become free from 
material life, which consists of piety and virtue. The threefold 
miseries, such as ddhyatmika, are then uprooted and he will be 
blessed with the supreme peace." 

A meditation on Sri Gauranga is described in the Uttara 
Vibhaga (63) of the Gopala Tapani Sruti: 


hiranmayam saumya-tanum sva bhaktayabhaya-pradam 
dhyayen manasi mam nityam venu srigadharam tu vd 


"Always meditate on Mahaprabhu, the sannydst Who carries 
a bamboo rod, Whose brahmana-body is of golden complexion 
and Who bestows fearlessness upon His devotees." The Brhan 
Naradiya Purana says (5.35): 


aham eva kalau vipra nityam prachanna vigrahah 
bhagavad bhakta ritpena lokan raksami sarvada 


The Lord said: "O brahmana! I always protect all people in 
the age of Kali in a hidden form as a devotee - meaning, I cover 
My body with the complexion and the bhava of Sri Radha." Sri 
Krsna says in an Upapurana: 


aham eva kvacid brahman sannyasasramam asritah 
hari bhaktim grahayami kalau papa hatan naran 
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"O brahmana! In the Kali-yuga (the one appearing in the 

28th Catur-yuga at the end of the Vaivasvata Manvantara), I 
always take shelter of the sannydsa-asrama to bestow Hari- 
bhakti to the sinful people." 
In the ninth Patala of the Kapila Tantra, it is seen how Sri Krsna 
shows to Sri Radha His Gaura-vigraha in a dream, which is full 
of bhakti rasa and which is endowed with Her bhava and 
luster,: 


radha bhava kanti yutam mirtim ekam prakasayan 
svapne tu darsayamasa radhikayai svayam prabhuh 


In the Sri Visnu-sahasra-nama-Stotram, the omniscient 
Maha-Muni Sri Vaisampayana has clearly mentioned Sri 
Gauranga’s avatara 


suvarna varno hemango varanga candanaigadi 
sannyasa kre chamah santah nistha santi parayanah 


In Sri Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi 3) we can find a very 
beautiful explanation of this verse: 


tapta hema sama kanti - prakanda sarira; 
Ganulambita bhuja - kamala locana; 
tila phula jini nasa - sudhamsu vadana 
santa danta krsna bhakti nistha parayana; 
bhakta vatsala, susila sarva bhiite sama 
candanera angada bala, candana bhisana; 
nrtya kale pori korena krsna sankirtana 


"His powerful body has the luster of molten gold, His arms 
stretch down to His knees and He has lotus like eyes. His nose 
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is more beautiful than a sesame flower and His face shines like 
the moon. He is peaceful, self-controlled, and fixed in devotion 
to Krsna. He is kind upon the devotees, well-mannered and 
equipoised to all living beings. His ornaments, which He wears 
during the performance of Krsna-sankirtana, are made of 
sandalwood." 

In the Urdhamnaya Samhita is written: 


kalau purandarat sacyah gaura ritpo vibhuh smrtah 
mahaprabhur iti khyatah sarva lokaika pavanah 


"In the age of Kali, the Lord will descend in a golden form 
from Jagannatha Misra and Saci-devi and will become famous 
as ‘Mahaprabhu’, the purifier of the whole world". 

In Srimad Bhagavata, the essence of the Vedanta, Sit 
Prahlada Mahasaya has mentioned, that Sti Gauranga will 
come, concealing His original form with the bhava and luster 
of His Beloved - 


ittham nr-tiryag rsi deva rsavatarair 
lokan vibhavayasi hamsi jagat pratipan 
dharman mahdpurusa pasi yuganuvrttam 
channah kalau yad abhavas tri-yugo’tha sa team 


Sri Prahlada Mahiasaya said: "O Maha-purusa! In this way, 
You descend as a human being, as an animal, a sage, a demigod 
and a fish to protect the people and to destroy the demons, who 
wish to wreak havoc. Thus You protect religious principles 
according to the yuga. But in the Kali-yuga You are channa, 
hidden, and (although You are not openly manifest to protect 
the saints and destroy the demons like in other Yugas) You 
promulgate the Yuga-dharma of Sri Harinama-Sankirtana. 
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Hence You are known as Tri-yuga: He who openly descends in 
the Satya-, Treta- and Dvapara-yuga and who descends in a 
hidden way in the Kali-yuga." (Bhag. 7.9.38) 

When Sri Garga Muni, who is a trikdla-darst (seer of past, 
present and future), performed the name-giving ceremony of 
Sri Krsna, he clearly predicted a golden complexioned avatara 
in the age of Kali - 


dsan varndas trayo hyasya grhnato’nuyugam tanuh 
Suklo raktas tatha pita idanim krsnatam gatah 


Sri Gargacarya said: "O Nanda! This son of Yours descends 
age after age and in each age He has another complexion. In 
the Satya-yuga He is white, in Treta He is red and in Kali yuga 
He is yellow. Now, in Dvapara-yuga He has attained a blackish 
complexion." 

These words of Garga indicate, that Bhagavan will appear in 
Kali-yuga as Sri Gauranga. One of the omniscient Nava 
Yogendras, Rsi Kara-bhajana, clearly mentioned Sri Gauraiga 
and His associates when he told Maharaja Nimi about the 
avatdras in Kali: 


krsna-varnan tvisakrsnam sdigopangastra parsadam 
ore ° b oe aa fo} fo} b 
yajniaih sankirtana prayair yajanti hi sumedhasah 


Srimat Kaviraja Gosvamipada revealed a very beautiful 
explanation of this verse: 


suno bhdi! ei sab caitanya-mahima; 
ei Sloka kohe tara mahimara sitma 
‘krsna’ ei dui varna sada yara mukhe; 
athava krsnake tenho varne nija sukhe 
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krsna-varna sabdera artha dui to pramana; 
krsna vinu tara mukhe nahi dise ana 
keho tare bole yadi ‘krsna-varana’; 
Gra visesane tara kore nivarana 
deha kantye hoy teiho akrsna-varana; 
akrsna varane kohe - pita varana 


"O brother, listen to all the glories of Sri Caitanya! This verse 
describes the limit of His glories! The two syllables kr-sna are 
always in His mouth, or: He always describes Krsna for His own 
bliss. There are two meanings of the word krsna-varna. 
Nothing else but Krsna comes from His mouth. If someone 
tries to describe Him as being of blackish complexion, the other 
adjective (tvisa akrsnam) will stop him. His complexion is not 
blackish. Actually the word akrsna varna means that He is 
yellow." 


jivera kalmasa tamo nasa koribare; 
aga upanga nama nana astra dhare 
bhaktira virodhi - karma dharma va adharma; 
tahara kalmasa nama - sei mahatama 
bahu tuli hari boli prema drste caya; 
koriya kalmasa nasa premete bhasaya 
Sri anga srt mukha yei kore darasana; 
tara papa ksaya hoy pay prema dhana 
anya avatare saba sainya sastra saige; 
caitanya krsnera sainya aga upaige 
angopanga astra kore sva karya sadhana; 
anga Sabdera artha ara suno diya mana 


"He wears different weapons, named aniga and updiga (His 


associates and devotees), to destroy the darkness of the peoples’ 
kalmasa. These kalmasas are the irreligious or religious 
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activities, which are opposed to the principles of pure devotion 
- this is compared to deep darkness. 

Raising His arms and saying “Hari’, He looks around with 
great love, destroying kalmasas and making everyone float in 
prema. The sins of anyone, who simply sees His divine body 
and His divine face, are destroyed and they attain the treasure 
of prema. All other avatdras appear with armies and weapons, 
but the army of Sri Krsna Caitanya consists of His devotees and 
associates. With these weapons He accomplishes His work. 
Now listen to another meaning of the word ajiga:" 


advaita nityananda caitanyera dui anga; 
angera avayava gana kohiye ‘upaiga’ 
angopanga tiksna astra prabhura sahite; 
sei sab astra hoy pasanda dalite 
nityananda gosai - saksat haladhara; 
advaita acarya gosdi saksat isvara 
Srivasddi parisada sainya sange loiyd; 
dui sendpati bule kirtana koriya 
pasanda dalana-bana nityananda raya; 
acarya huikare papa pasandi palaya 
sankirtana pravartaka sri krsna caitanya; 
sankirtana yajite tare sei dhanya 
sei to sumedha ara kubuddhi samsara; 
sarva yajna hoite krsna nama yajna sara 


"Advaita and Nityananda are Lord Caitanya’s two arigas 
(limbs), and the different other limbs are called updiga. With 
these sharp weapons of His angas and updiigas the Lord pierces 
the atheists and heretics. Nityananda Gosai is Balarama 
Himself and Advaita Gosai is Lord Siva Himself. Taking along 
these two generals and His troops, consisting of associates like 
Srivasa, He wanders around performing —sankirtana. 
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Nityananda Raya is the destroyer of the atheists and heretics 
and the roaring of (Advaita) Acarya Gosai causes the sins of the 
atheists to flee. 

Sri Krsna Caitanya promulgates the sarikirtana, and those 
who are blessed take part in that sanikirtana sacrifice. These 
people are intelligent, while the fools remain in material 
existence. Of all sacrifices the Krsna-ndma yajfia is the best." 
(C.C. Adi Chapter 3) 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami prays: "Will that son of 
mother Saci ever cross the path of my eyes again?" 

One may ask here: "A famous personality is always 

introduced in relation to his father. Why then has the blessed 
writer of this book introduced here Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
as the son of His mother?" The answer to this is: "Srila 
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has received mercy from 
Mahaprabhu like one could only receive from a mother, 
therefore he has introduced the Lord here in relation to His 
mother. There can’t be a person in the entire world more 
merciful than a mother. A mother’s love is unconditional and 
everlasting. 
Sri Raghunatha dasa thinks: "Although I was completely 
unqualified Sri Gaurasundara gave me mercy like only a mother 
could and He has blessed me completely. Will that son of 
mother Saci cross the path of my eyes again? Will I never see 
His merciful appearance again?" 


vrndavana kufijavane, niramala darapane, 
heri krsna Gpanara riipa. 
madhurya asvada chale, rai anga kanti jale, 
dhakilen gpana svariipa 
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"In Vindavana’s kufija-garden Krsna beheld His own form in 
a spotless mirror, and to be able to taste that sweetness, He 
concealed His own form with the lustrous aura of Rai’s body." 


bhava angikara kori, gaura kanti ritpa dhari, 
gauda-dese sri nandanandana. 
sada krsna krsna bole, bhakta sange kutithole, 


dekhibo ki se Sactnandana?P 


"Accepting Sri Radhika’s mood and lustrous golden form, Si 
Nandanandana appeared in the land of Bengal. Will I see that 
Sacinandana again, Who is always eagerly chanting with His 
devotees “Krsna! Krsna!™ 


VERSE 2: 


puri-devayantah-pranaya-madhuna snana-madhuro 
muhur govindodyad-visada-paricaryarcita-padah 
svartipasya pranarbuda-paricaryarcita-padah 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim yasyati punah 


puridevasya - of Isvara Puri, or Lord Jagannatha; antah - heart; 
pranaya - love; madhuni - of the honey; sndna - bath; madhurah - 
sweet; muhuh - repeatedly; govinda - Govinda; udyat - rising; visada 
- splendid; paricarya - worship; arcita - worshipped; padah - feet; 
svaripasya - of Svaripa Damodara; prana - life-airs; arbuda - billions; 
kamala - lotus; nirajita - worshipped; mukhah - face; saci stinuh - 
Saci’s son; kim - whether; me - my; nayana - eyes; Saranim - path; 
ydsyati - goes; punah - again. 


S13 


Sri Caitanyastakam Stavavali 


Will the son of mother Saci, Who has become more 
sweet after having been showered with a stream of love- 
honey from Isvara Puri’s heart, Whose lotus feet are 
always served splendidly by Govinda and Whose face is 
worshipped by billions of Svaripa Damodara’s lotus like 
life airs, cross the path of my eyes again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Although Sriman Mahaprabhu 
is the jagad-guru (universal teacher), He still accepted Sri 
Isvara Puri as His guru. In this way, the Lord taught the 
sddhakas of the world by example, that the lotus feet of the 
Lord cant be attained without taking shelter of a guru. 

In Caitanya Bhagavata it is said: siksd guru isvara ye korayen 
siksd; thd ye manaye sei jana paya raksa: "A person who follows 
the teachings of an instructing spiritual master, who is like God 
Himself, will be redeemed." The guru is the boatman, who 
helps the fallen conditioned souls to cross over the ocean of 
material existence. 

In Srimad Bhagavata Sri Krsna says: 


nr deham addyam sulabham sudurlabham 
plavam sukalpam guru karna-dharam 
mayanukiilena nabhasvateritam 
puman bhavabdhin na taret sa atmaha 


"This human body is a great asset that is rarely attained. He 
who does not use this body as a vessel to cross over the ocean 
of material existence, even though it may be steered by an 
expert guru and pushed on by the favourable winds of My 
mercy, is committing suicide." 
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The guru is the embodiment of the Lord’s mercy, who 
descends to the world for the benefit of the conditioned souls. 
When the Lord met Ivara Puri at Gaya, He said: 


samsara samudra hoite uddharo amare; 
ei ami deha samarpilam tomare 
krsna pada padmera amrta-rasa pana; 
amare korao tumi ei cai dana 


"Please lift Me up from the ocean of material existence; I 
have given My body to you. Please bless Me by making Me 
drink the nectar of Krsna’s lotus feet! This is the gift I want!" 
The night before, Isvara Puri already had a dream in which he 
understood who the Lord actually was. As he showered the 
Lord with a stream of the love-honey from his heart, he said: 


bolena isvara puri sunaho pandita; 
tumi ye isvara ansa janilum niscita 
ye tomara panditya ye caritra tomara; 
eho ki isvara amsa bohi hoy ara 
yeno Gi ami subha svapna dekhilam; 
saksate tahara phala ei pailam 
satya kohi pandita tomara darasane; 
parananda sukha yeno pai anuksane 
yad avadhi toma dekhiyachi nadiyaya; 
tad avadhi citte ara kichu nahi bhaya 
satya ei kohi - ithe kichu anya ndi; 
krsna darasana sukha toma dekhi pai 


"Listen, O Pandita! I know for sure that You are an expansion 
of the Supreme Lord. Who else but an expansion of the Lord 
could be as qualified and learned as You? Tonight I had a sacred 
dream and today I directly obtained its fruit. I tell you truly, O 
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Pandita, when I see You, every moment I feel most blissful! As 
soon as I saw You in Nadiya, my mind could not be attracted to 
anyone or anything else anymore. I tell You the truth: When I 
see You, I feel as blissful as when I would see Krsna Himselfl" 

The Lord was especially showered with the love-honey from 
Isvara Pur’ heart and thus He became even sweeter. Desiring 
to inundate the whole world with this sweetness, One day He 
went to ask for mantra-initiation from Isvara Puri: 


ara dine nibhrte isvara puri sthane; 
mantra diksa cahilen madhura vacane 
purt bole mantra va boliya kon kotha; 
prana ami dite pari tomare sarvatha 
tabe tara sthane siksd guru narayana; 
korilena dasaksara mantrera grahana 
tabe prabhu pradaksina koriyad purire; 
prabhu bole deha ami dilam tomare 
heno subha drsti tumi koroho amare; 
ami yeno bhasi krsna premera sdgare 
Suniya prabhura vakya sri isvara puri; 
prabhure dilena dlingana vakse dhari 
donhara nayana jale donhara sarira; 


sittcita hoilo preme - keho nahe sthira 


"One day the Lord privately asked Isvara Puri for mantra- 
initiation with a sweet voice. Isvara Puri said: "What to speak of 
a mantra, I could give You my whole life!” 

Then the instructing guru Narayana (Nimai) accepted the 
ten-syllable initiation-mantra from Isvara Puri right there on 
the spot. The Lord circumambulated Isvara Puri and said: "I 
have given you My body. Now cast an auspicious glance at Me, 
so that I may float in the ocean of love for Krsna!" 
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When Sri Isvara Puri heard the Lord’s words, he embraced 
Him. They showered Each other with their tears of love and 
they could not calm down. 

Although the Lord is the ocean and the descension of Love 
Himself, He still became sweeter than He was (showing even 
more prema than He did before), after having been showered 
with the love-honey coming from Isvara Puri’s heart. 

The word purideva in the text can also refer to Lord 
Jagannatha, the God of Jagannatha Puri. 

The Lord was constantly showered with the love-honey 
oozing from the heart of the Lord of Nilacala, Sri Jagannatha- 
deva. According to His mood, Lord Caitanya sometimes saw 
Jagannatha playing a flute, like Krsna in Vraja, and sometimes 
He saw Him as the Lord of Dvaraka, wearing a golden crown 
and sitting on the throne with Baladeva and Subhadra. 

In this way, Lord Jagannatha made waves of bliss and 
suffering in the ocean like heart of Lord Gaura, Who was 
endowed with the feelings of Sri Radha. Sometimes all the 
Lord’s five senses would be greatly attracted to the sounds, 
forms, etc., of the Lord and His heart would be maddened, and 
sometimes His heart was showered with a wonderful sweet 
savour when the sweet nectar of His own lips (Jagannatha’s 
prasada) was distributed. 

Gaura, the ocean of ecstatic love, had become sweeter than 
sweet because of Iévara Purt’s rasika-cleverness, and thus He 
sometimes showed amazing forms of Himself like a turtle 
(having retracted His limbs in His trunk) and sometimes an 
elongated form with the joints of His bones disconnected from 
each other. 

When Isvara Puri passed away, he ordered his personal 
servant Govinda to become the servant of Sri Caitanya. The 
Lord followed the order of His guru and granted Govinda His 
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personal service. Nothing in the world can compare to 
Govinda’s paricaryd-sevd. He served the Lord with all his 
heart, knowing well the Lord’s mind. 

There are two kinds of devotional service - prasaiga and 
paricaryd. prasanga-sevd means to make the sevya hear the 
glories of the Lord and paricaryd means engaging in the 
personal physical service of the Lord. The fruits of paricaryd- 
sevd are greater than the fruits of prasanga-sevd. Govinda’s 
paricaryd-service was completely pure and devoid of any desire 
for self-gratification. 

When the Lord was tired of the Beda-kirtana, Govinda 
stepped over the Lord’s body (an act that is normally 
disrespectful to a saint), after spreading his outer cloth over 
Him, to be able to massage His feet. That was how pure and 
selfless his devotional service was! When the Lord asked 
Govinda why he was not going to take prasdda, Govinda 


replied: 


govinda kohe - mone amara sevd se niyama; 
aparadha hauk, kiba narake gamana 
sevd lagi koti aparadha nahi gani; 
sva nimitta aparadhabhase bhoy mani 


Govinda said: "It is my duty to serve You, even if I must go 
to hell for formally offending You! I don’t care if I must commit 
millions of offenses while serving You, but I am afraid of 
committing even a shadow of an offense for my own sake!" 
(C.C. Antya Chapter 10) 

In this way, the Lord’s lotus feet were always worshipped by 
Govinda with pure love. 
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Also, Sri Svartipa Damodara worshipped the Lord’s divine face 
with billions of his lotus like life-airs. Sri Svartipa Damodara 
was the Lord’s most intimate associate, His second form! 

Sri Raghunatha dasa was also known as Svariipa’s Raghu. The 
Lord had placed Raghunatha under the care of Svariipa 
Damodara as his son and his servant, and Svaripa told 
Raghunatha everything about the most confidential internal 
pastimes of the Lord. 

caitanya lila ratna sara, svariipera bhandara, tenho thuila 
raghundathera kanthe (Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 2): 

"The pastimes of Si Caitanya are like the most excellent 
jewels, which have been kept in the storehouse of Svariipa 
Damodara, who placed them in Raghunatha dasa’s throat." 

The Lord sat in the most solitary room called the Gambhira 
and remembered Krsna’s pastimes in Vraja, while tears of love 
trickled from His eyes day and night like strings of pearls. 

In the Gambhira, the most intimate assistants of the 
embodiment of vipralambha rasa (the spiritual flavour of 
separation), $11 Gaurasundara, were Sri Svartipa Damodara and 
Sri Ramananda Raya. 


utkata viyoga duhkha yabe bahiraya; 
tabe ye vaikalya prabhura varnana na yaya 
ramanandera krsna katha svartipera gana; 
viraha vedanaya prabhura rakhaye parana 
dina prabhu nana sange hoy anya mana; 
ratri kale badhe prabhura viraha vedana 
tara sukha hetu saige rahe dui jana; 
krsna rasa Sloka gite korena santvana 


"Words can’t describe the Lord’s agitation when the intense 
suffering of separation became externally manifest. Only 
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Ramananda Raya, by speaking about Krsna, and Svariipa 
Damodara, by singing songs about Krsna, could save the Lord’s 
life from burning up in the fire of separation. 

During the day the Lord would get distracted by associating 
with different people, but at night the pain of His separation 
increased. These two (Svariipa and Rama Raya) stayed with 
Him to make Him happy and comforted Him by singing rasika 
songs and reciting rasika verses about Krsna" (C.C. Antya 
Chapter 6). To pacify vipralambha rasa prakata mirti Lord 
Gaurasundara’s pangs of separation from Sri Krsna, Sri Svariipa 
sang songs about Vraja-rasa with a honey-sweet voice and Srila 
Rama Raya pleased the Lord’s heart by speaking nectarean 
Krsna-kathd to Him. Whenever the Lord stared at Svaritipa’s 
face, His agitated heart burning in the fire of separation from 
Krsna and His eyes filled with tears, Sri Svaripa worshipped 
His face, which was moist with tears of love, with billions of his 
lotus like life-airs. 

Sri Raghunatha once more wants to see that face of the Lord, 
which is filled with pangs of love-in-separation. 


isvara purt gosvamira, suddha bhakti prema nira, 

ptrnabhiseka korilo yahare. 
govinda namaka bhakta, pade yei anurakta, 
paricarya korilo tahare. 
Sri svartipa gosvamira, asankhya prana kamala, 
yara mukha kore nirmatichana. 

bhakta vancha kalpataru, nija bhakta siksa guru, 

dekhibo ki sactra nandana? 


"When will I see the son of mother Saci, Who was fully 


showered with the nectar of pure devotional love by Isvara Puri 
Gosvami, Whose feet were lovingly served by a devotee named 
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Govinda, Whose face was worshipped by billions of Svariipa 
Damodara’s lotus like life-airs, and Who is the wish-yielding 
tree and instructing guru for His devotees, again?" 


VERSE 3: 


dadhanah kaupinam tad-upari bahir vastram arunam 
prakando hemddri-dyutibhir abhitah sevita-tanuh 
muda gayann uccair nija-madhura-namavalim asau 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim yasyati punah 


dadhanah - wearing; kaupinam - a loincloth; tad - that; upari - 
above; bahih - outer; vastram -cloth; arunam - red; prakandah - a 
tree-trunk; hema - golden; adri - mountain; dyutibhih - with luster; 
abhitah - everywhere; sevita - served; tanuh - body; muda - joyfully; 
gayan - singing; uccaih - loudly; nija - own; madhura - sweet; 
namavalim - names; asau - He; saci siinuh - Saci’s son; kim - whether; 
me - my; nayana - eyes; saranim - path; yasyati - goes; punah - again. 


Will the son of mother Saci, Who wears a loincloth and 
a red outer cloth, Whose body resembles a tree trunk, 
Whose effulgence is served by the luster of a golden 
mountain, and Who always loudly and blissfully chants 
His (Krsna’s) own sweet names, cross the path of my eyes 
again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: To redeem the people the most 
merciful Lord Gaurasundara accepted the sannydsa-order. 
Without understanding the Lord’s glories the mdydvddis 
(illusionists), karma nistha (fruitive workers), kutarkika (those 
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who engage in false arguments), pdsandis (atheists), adhama 
(fallen souls), poduya (dry scholars), and  nindukas 
(blasphemers) would simply make offenses to Him. 

The Lord wondered how He could save these people and then, 
His heart melting with compassion, accepted the sannydsa- 
order. 


more na manile sab loka hobe nasa; 
ei lagi krpardra prabhu korila sannydsa 
sannyast buddhye more koribe namaskara; 
tathapi khandibe duhkha paibe nistara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 8) 


Thinking: "The people will be ruined if they don’t accept 
Me", the Lord, who was melting with compassion, took 
sannyasa. "Taking Me to be a sannydsi they will offer 
obeisances unto Me and in this way they will still be saved from 
material suffering." The Caitanya Bhagavata gives a beautiful 
description of the Lord’s enchanting sannydsa-garb: 


sannyasa korila vaikunthera cidamani; 
porilen aruna vasana manohara; 
tahate hoila koti kandarpa sundara 
sarva anga srt mastaka candane lepita; 
mdlaya ptrnita sri vigraha susobhita; 
danda kamandalu dui sri haste ujjvala; 
niravadhi nija prema anande vihvala 
koti koti candra jini sobhe sri vadana; 
prema dhare pirna dui kamala nayana 


"The crown jewel of Vaikuntha (Nimai) took sannydsa, 
wearing an enchanting red cloth, which made Him as beautiful 
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as millions of Cupids. All His limbs, including His beautiful 
face, were anointed with sandalwood pulp and His whole body 
was covered with garlands. His brilliant hands held a staff and 
a water pot. He was constantly overwhelmed with feelings of 
ecstatic love and His lotus-eyes were filled with streams of 
loving tears." 

The Lord’s shining golden body was as big as a tree trunk and 
He was extraordinary tall. Persons of His size could not be 
found among humans; this tallness is a sign of a mahd purusa (a 
great soul or a superhuman person). 

In Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi-lila Chapter 3) it is said: 


tapta hema sama kanti - prakanda sarira; 
nava megha jini kantha dhvani ye gambhira 
dairghya vistare yei dpanara hate; 
cari hasta hoy maha purusa vikhydte 
nyagrodha parimandala hoy tara nama; 
nyagrodha parimandala tanu caitanya guna-dhama 


"His body shone like molten gold and it was as big as a tree- 
trunk, and the sound of His voice was deeper than the rumbling 
of fresh clouds. 

A person who measures four cubits in height and in breadth 
by His own hand is known as a great personality named 
Nyagrodha parimandala, the width of a Banyan-tree. The body 
of Lord Caitanya, the abode of all divine attributes, is compared 
to this Nyagrodha parimandala." 

The brilliant luster of the Lord’s huge body looked like if it 
was served by a shimmering golden mountain. In other words, 
the luster of a golden mountain was defeated by the luster of 
the Lord’s body. Srila Ripa Gosvami has written in Stavamala: 
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yatinam uttamsas tarani kara vidyoti vasanah 
hiranyanam laksmi-bharam abhibhavann angika ruca 


"He is the crown jewel of sannydsis. His garment shines with 
the reddish luster of the rays of the rising sun, and His bodily 
luster defeats the beauty of all kinds of gold!" 

He loudly sings His own sweet names in topmost ecstasy. Sri 
Ripa has written: 

hare krsnety uccaih sphurita rasano (Stavamala) "His tongue 
always loudly vibrates the Holy Names "hare krsna". 

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhisana comments on this verse: 
sodasa ndadmdatmand dvatrimsad aksarena mantrenoccair 
uccaritena sphurita krta nrtyd rasand yasya sah: 

"The maha-mantra, consisting of sixteen words and 32 
syllables’, was always dancing on his tongue!" How wonderful 
is the ecstatic love with which this sweet Holy Name, which was 
loudly sung by Lord Caitanya, inundated the entire world with 
a flood of love of God! 


Sri caitanya mukhodgirna hare krsneti varnakah 
majjayanto jagat premni vijayante tad ahvayah 


"The syllables ‘hare krsna’ that were pronounced by Sri 
Caitanya’s mouth, inundated the whole world with love of 
God." 

The Lord danced restlessly while He chanted the Holy 
Name, surrounded by His devotees. Ganga and Yamuna- 
streams of ecstatic tears flowed from His eyes, and His skin was 
studded with goose pimples of ecstatic love, which resembled 


"hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare/ hare rama hare rama 
rama rama hare hare 
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the buds of a golden Kadamba-flower. How wonderful was His 
sweet dancing! 


ndcata gaura, manohara adabhuta, 
(nayane) rajita suradhani dhara 
trijagata loka, oka bhari paola, 
bhakati ratana manihara 
hema varana vara, sundara vigraha, 
surataru vara parakasa, 
pulaka patra nava, prema pakka phala, 
kusuma manda mrdu hasa 
bhava vibhava maya, rasa riipa anubhava, 
subalita sukhamaya aiga, 
dvirada matta gati, ati sumanohara, 
mitrachita lakha ananga 


"While Gaura danced His wonderful enchanting dance, He 
shed tears like the current of the Ganga, which filled up the 
three worlds and which looked like a jewel necklace of 
devotion. His beautiful golden body was like the best of desire- 
trees, of which His goose pimples were the fresh leaves, His 
love was the ripened fruits, and His slight smile were the 
flowers. His strong blissful body was full of emotions and 
experiences of (Krsna’s) taste and form. He walked like a 
maddened elephant and He was so utterly enchanting that He 
caused thousands of Cupid to faint!" 

In this way the Lord gave a great example to the world of 
how to relish the Holy Name of the Lord. He strung the Holy 
Names on a string of love and hung it around the necks of the 
people of the world. Srila Kaviraja Gosvamipada has written: 
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apane asvade prema nama sankirtana; 
sei dvare adcandale kirtana saticare; 
nama preme mala ganthi pordailo samsare 


"He personally relished the love of the Harinama- sankirtana 
and gave the kirtana even to the outcastes. In this way He 
strung a garland of names on a string of love and made 
the whole world wear it." (Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4) 

In this way Sti Raghunatha dasa Gosvami likes to see again 
the brilliant golden sannydsi-form of S17 Sacinandana, always 
relishing the mellows of love of God and the chanting of the 


Holy Name. 
katite kawpina dhari, bahir-vastra manohari, 
ujjvala aruna varna yara 
suvisdla hema giri, suprakasa kantidhari, 
nama gane bohe asrudhara 
sada krsna namavali, krsna smrti kutiholi, 
prema pirna kamala nayana. 
sei gaura dayamaya, sadananda lilamaya, 


dekhibo ki sactra nandanaP 


"When will I see again the merciful and ever-playful golden 
son of mother Saci, Who wears a loincloth around His waist 
covered by an enchanting bright red outer cloth? His luster 
resembles a huge golden mountain, He sheds streams of tears 
while He sings the Holy Name of Krsna and His lotus-eyes are 
always full of love while He curiously remembers Krsna 
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VERSE 4: 


anavedyam pirvair api muni-ganair bhakti-nipunaih 
Sruter gidham premojjvala-rasa-phalam bhakti-latikam 
krpdlus tam gaude prabhu atikrpabhih prakatayan 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim yasyati punah 


andvedyam - unknown; piirvaih - by the previous; api - even; 
muniganaih - by the sages; bhakti - devotion; nipunaih - by the 
experts; Sruteh - in the Vedas; giidham - hidden; prema - love; ujjvala 
- brilliant; rasa - flavour; phalam - fruit; bhakti latikam - vine of 
devotion; krpaluh - merciful; tam - Him; gaude - in Bengal; prabhuh 
- the Lord; ati - very; krpabhih - with mercy; prakatayan - 
manifesting; saci sinuh - Saci’s son; kim - whether; me - my; nayana 
- eyes; Saranim - path; yasyati - goes; punah - again. 


Will the son of mother Saci, Who very mercifully 
revealed in Bengal the vine of devotion, which bears the 
fruits of ujjvala-prema-rasa (the flavours of amorous 
love), which is hidden in the Vedas and which was not 
previously known even to the wise men who were experts 
in devotion to God, cross the path of my eyes again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: This vine of devotion, which 
Sriman Mahaprabhu gave to the people of the world, yields the 
fruit of brilliant rasa, the amorous love of Vraja, particularly the 
rasa of the most confidential personal service of Srimati 
Radharani, named mafijart-bhava-sadhana. 

This great gift was not given before by any other descension 
of God; even the wise men who were experts in devotion to God 
did not know this secret fruit of the vine of devotion. They used 
to practice vaidhi-bhakti, regulated devotion to God, out of fear 
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and respect for the Supreme Lord, and even if there were any 
raga-bhaktas in the Vraja-bhdva before Mahaprabhu’s 
descension, they all would be serving Krsna in the mood of a 
servant or a friend. Nobody knew the secret of the sweet 
devotional love of the gopis for Krsna, what to speak of the 
topmost mddana-maha-bhdava of S17 Radha, the crown jewel of 
all the gopis! 

The wish-yielding vine of devotion revealed by Mahaprabhu 
was also hidden in the Vedas. 

In the Bhagavata Purana it is described that Uddhava 
Mahasaya was stunned when he witnessed the glorious love of 
the gopis and he prayed that he might take birth as a shrub or 
a bush in Vraja so that he might get the foot dust of the gopis 
on his head. In this way, he revealed the glories of the gopis to 
the whole world: yd dustyajam svajanam arya-patham ca hitva 
bhejur mukunda padavim srutibhir vimrgyam 

"The best way to attain Mukunda’s lotus feet is to give up 
one’s relatives and the path of traditional virtue, thus following 
in the footsteps of the spontaneous gopis. This path is vainly 
sought for even by the Vedas, even nowadays!" 

This verse shows that there is no limit to the glories of the 
gopis’ relish of extra-marital love for Krsna and that there is no 
other way to learn it. 

In the Vamana Purana, some incidents in the gopis’ previous 
lives are described. It is said there that in their previous births, 
they were the presiding deities of the Vedas who became 
greedy to attain the mood of the gopis. They began to worship 
Krsna in the spontaneous way of raga-bhakti and thus they took 
their next births in Vraja as gopis, where they attained Krsna’s 
devotional service. But even they kept this ecstatic attainment 
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hidden in the baskets of their hearts, that’s why it is said sruter 
gadham: "It is hidden in the Vedas"” 

In the pre-Caitanya era there was a cult of sakhi-bhava (love 
for Krsna as a participating amorous consort) preached by great 
devotees like the poet Jayadeva, Candidasa, Vidyapati, 
Bilvamangala and others, but the mavijari-bhava-sddhana, the 
personal and exclusive service of Sri Radha, was a new gift, 
introduced by Sri Gaurasundara and the acaryas who took 
shelter of His lotus feet. 

The seed of this vine of devotion is given by a Gaudiya 
Vaisnava saint or guru and it is sprinkled by the water of 
hearing, chanting and remembering, so that the vine will 
ultimately bear the ripened, delicious fruits of radhd-dasya- 
bhava. This is the premojjvala-rasa- phalam mentioned in the 
verse. 

One may ask now: "Why did Sriman Mahaprabhu reveal this 
confidential bhakti-kalpalata, which is not perceived even by 
the great sages or the Vedas, to the degraded and sinful people 
of the present age of Kali (quarrel)? 

The plain reason is that Sriman Mahaprabhu is the fully 
independent and most merciful descension of God, therefore it 
is said here: krpdlus tam gaude prabhur ati krpabhih 
prakatayan. 

"The completely independent and _ capable Sriman 
Mahaprabhu has most mercifully revealed this in Bengal." 

The mercy of the Lord completely erases the candidate’s 
unworthiness. The krpd-sakti (power of compassion) is the 


* This is beautifully described in Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati's 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavata, Canto Ten, Chapter 87, the so- 
called 'sruti-stuti vyakhyd' 
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crown jewel of all the Lord’s innate potencies and makes Him 
truly worthy of the title Bhagavan, the Qualified One. 

This mercy-potency finds its culmination in the Lord’s giving 
something that precious to an undeserving soul. 

In Sriman Mahaprabhu this krpd-sakti is again manifest to 
its fullest extent, not tolerating any distinction. 

Upset as He was about the misery the living entities in Kali 
must go through, He gives to them ecstatic love, particularly 
the love of the gopis who serve Sri Radharani, which makes 
sense-enjoyment and even liberation insignificant, and which is 
practiced by the process of hearing and chanting. All glories to 
Sri Gaurahari’s mercy to the fallen souls! Sripada desires to see 
again the lotus feet of this merciful Si Gaurahari. 


munigana vallabha, —bhavand sudurlabha, 
Sruti giidha amilya ratana 
premojjvala phala data, prakasila bhakti lata, 
dekhibo ki sactra nandana 


"Will I ever see mother Saci’s son, who revealed the creeper 
of devotion that bears the fruits of brilliant amorous love, that 
is a precious jewel hidden in the Vedas and that was rarely 
conceived of even by the previous sages, again?" 


VERSE 5: 


nijatve gaudiydan jagati parigrhya prabhur iman 
hare krsnety evam ganana-vidhina kirtayata bhoh 
iti prayam siksam carana-madhupebhyah paridisan 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim ydsyati punah 
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nijatve - as His own; gaudiyan - people of Bengal; jagati - in the 
world; parigrhya - accepting; prabhuh - the Lord; iman - them; hare 
krsna - Hare Krsna; iti - thus; evam - thus; ganand - counting; vidhina 
- according to rules; kirtayata - chanting; bhoh - O}; iti - thus; prayam 
- all; siksam - teaching; janaka - father; iva - just like; tebhyah - to 
them; paridisam - showing; saci stinuh - Saci’s son; kim - whether; me 
- my; nayana - eyes; Saranim - path; yasyati - goes; punah - again. 


Will the son of mother Saci, Who accepted the people 
of Bengal as His own in this world and Who taught them 
just like a father to chant a prescribed number of the 
hare-krsna-mantra according to the rules, cross the path 
of my eyes again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: There is no end to Sri 
Raghunatha’s suffering of separation from Sri Gauranga. 

He humbly thinks to himself: "Is an unfortunate, unworthy 
wretch like me qualified to see the Lord?" 

But then, in the next moment, the darkness of despair in his 
heart is illuminated by the light of hope as he remembers the 
Lord’s natural love for the people of Bengal. 

Although Mahaprabhu is the Universal Lord, His heart was 
still particularly attracted to the land of Bengal and its 
inhabitants. The perfection of devotional love is attained with 
abhimana, which means having a feeling of ‘the Lord is mine’. 
In the kingdom of bhava the premabhimana finds the highest 
perfection. 

Sri Gaurasundara descended in Gauda-desa (Bengal), 
therefore the people of Bengal naturally feel "The Lord is 
ours!", and the Lord reciprocates with these feelings, as He 
proclaims in Bhagavad-Gita (4.11): 
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ye yatha mam prapadyante tans tathaiva bhajamy aham’. 
The father-child relationship is naturally sweet. 

Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura, the vydsdvatara in Gaura-lild, 
has written about the Navadvipa-pastimes of the Lord: 


divasa hoile sab nagariya gana; 
prabhu dekhibara tare korena gamana 
keho va nitana dravya, karo hate kala; 
keho ghrta, keho dadhi, keho divya mala 
loiya colena sabe prabhu dekhibare; 
prabhu dekhi sarva loka dandavat kore 
prabhu bole - krsna bhakti hauk sabara; 
krsna nama guna bohi na boliho ara 
apane sabare prabhu kore upadesa; 
krsna nama maha mantra sunoho harise 
hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare; 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 
prabhu bole kohilam ei maha mantra; 
iha japa giya sabe koriya nirbandha 
tha hoite sarva siddhi hoibe sabara; 
sarvaksana bolo - ithe vidhi nahi ara 


"When the day broke, all the villagers came to see the Lord. 
Some brought new articles, some held bananas in their hands, 
some had clarified butter, some brought yoghurt, and some 
brought beautiful garlands. They all went to see the Lord, and 
when they saw Him they offered prostrated obeisances unto 
Him. 

The Lord said: "May you all be devoted to Krsna, and may 
you not speak about anything else but Krsna’s names and 
attributes!” 


° "As one surrenders unto Me, I will worship that person accordingly." 
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The Lord blissfully instructed everyone: 
"Listen to the mahd mantra with Krsna’s names: 
hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare/ 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare}" 

Then Lord said: 

"Now I told you the mahd@ mantra. When you repeat this 
mantra you will all be redeemed and you will attain all 
perfection. Always chant this mantra - there is no other rule 
than this." (Caitanya Bhagavata, Madhya Chapter 23) 

In Nilacala (Puri), Sri Raghunatha dasa was the direct 
witness of the Lord’s great love and mercy for the Bengali 
devotees. These devotees came from Bengal every year to see 
the Lord and when they came, the Lord was floating in ecstasy. 
He would glorify each of these devotees with a thousand 
mouths, firmly embrace each of them, and make the whole 
world drown in ecstatic love by performing wild kirtanas with 
them. How blissfully He spent the four months of the rainy 
season with them, seeing the deity of Lord Jagannatha and 
attending the Ratha Yatra-festival! 

Even a stone would melt after hearing the pitiful words of 
the Lord, Whose heart was suffering the pangs of separation 
when the Bengali devotees took leave of Him. With sweet 
words, the Lord told the people from Bengal: 


prati vatsara sabhe diso amare dekhite; 
asite yaite duhkha pao bhalomate 
toma sabhara duhkha jani nari nisedhite; 
toma sabhara sanga sukha lobha badhe citte 


"Come to see Me every year. You go through such great 
hardship to come and go here every year, and I know how much 


~ 33: < 


Sri Caitanyastakam Stavavali 


pain it gives you, but I can’t forbid you either, for My heart 
yearns ever more for your blissful association". 


sannyadst manusa mora nahi kon dhana; 
ki doya to sabhara rna koribo sodhana 
deha matra dhana amara koilo samarpana; 
tahai vikai yaha vecite tomara mon 
prabhura vacane sabhara dravibhiita mon; 
ajhara nayane sabhe korena rodana 


"I am a sannydsi and I have no money; then how will I repay 
My debt to you? I can only give you My body; it is all I have. 
Now, if you like, you can sell it wherever you want!" 

When all the devotees heard these words from the Lord their 
hearts melted and they began to shed many tears. When this 
mellow of great pity arose, the journey of the Bengali devotees 
was brought to a standstill, for their tears made the pathway too 
slippery to walk over. 

In this way, they were held up for five to seven days. 

Sri Nityananda and Sri Advaita Prabhu then submitted to the 
Lord’s lotus feet: 

"The world is naturally sold (attracted) to Your divine 
attributes, and moreover, You have bound us with the ropes of 
Your pitiful words. Who could go anywhere in this situation, 
leaving You behind?" 

Mahaprabhu then calmed down, consoled all the devotees, and 
took leave of them. All the devotees wept while they left the 
Lord, and the Lord became agitated with feelings of separation. 


advaita avadhiita kichu kohe prabhura paya; 


sahaje tomara gune jagata vikaya 
ara tate bandha aiche krpa vakya dore; 
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toma@ chadi keba kotha yaibare pare 
tabe mahaprabhu sabhakare prabodhiya; 
sabhare vidaya dilo susthira hoiya 
colila saba bhaktagana rodana koriya; 
mahaprabhu rohila ghare visanna hoiyd (C.C.) 


Remembering all these pastimes, which he had personally 
witnessed, Sri Raghunatha dasa falls on the bank of Si 
Radhakunda and weeps. Flooding his chest with his tears, he 
cries out: 

"O Lord of the lives of the Bengalis! Where are You? Show 
Yourself to me just once! Who else but You will be so eager that 
Bengali devotees come to NilicalaP Who else will embrace 
them with more affection than millions of fathers? And who 
else will instruct them about the nectar of the Holy Name?" 
Si Raghunatha dasa burns in the fire of separation when he 
remembers the Lord’s compassion and this makes him 
unsteady: 

"Separation from Lord Caitanya is intolerable!" Becoming 
agitated by the intolerable pain of separation Sripada desires to 
see Sri Gaura’s lotus feet once more — 


yei prabhu gaudiyare, snehe atmasat kore, 
Siksa diya srt nama sadhana. 
pita sama niravadhi, ganana kirtana vidhi, 
dekhibo ki Sactra nandanaP 


"Will I see the son of mother Saci, lovingly instructing the 
Bengali devotees, whom He considers to be His own, on 
chanting the Holy Name for a fixed number of times, being just 
like a father to them?" 
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VERSE 6: 


purah pasyan nilacala-patim uru-prema-nivahaih 
ksaran-netrambhobhih snapita-nija-dirghojjvala-tanuh 

sada tisthan dese pranayi-garuda-stambha-carame 

Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim yasyati punah 


purah - before; pasyan - seeing; nilacala patim - the Lord of 
Nilacala, Jagannatha; wru - great; prema - love; nivahaih - with 
an abundance; ksaran - trickling; netrambhobhih - with tears; 
snapita - showering; nija - own; dirgha - long; ujjvala - brilliant; 
tanuh - body; sada - always; tisthan - staying; dese - in the 
country; pranayi - with love; garuda stambha - Garuda’s pillow; 
carame - behind; saci siinuh - Saci’s son; kim - whether; me - 
my; nayana - eyes; Saranin - path; ydsyati - goes; punah - again. 


Will I see the son of mother Saci, Who showered His 
own tall and brilliant body with His incessantly trickling 
tears of great love while seeing before Him the Lord of 
Nilacala, Jagannatha, as He stood behind His beloved 
pillar of Garuda, again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The ocean of Raghunatha das’s 
heart is agitated by prema as he remembers Lord Gaura 
watching Lord Jagannatha from behind the Garuda-pillar. 
Remembering the mellow of separation is even more painful 
than feeling the separation directly. 

In the Gambhira-lila the Lord was mainly relishing the 
separation of Sri Radha when Krsna had gone to Mathura. Sri 
Krsna dasa Kaviraja has written: 
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uddhava darsane yaiche radhara vilapa; 
krame krame hoilo prabhura se unmdda vilapa 
radhikara bhave sadaé prabhura abhimana; 
sei bhave apanake hoy radha jnana 


"The Lord madly lamented just like Radha, when She saw 
Uddhava (who came to bring a message from Krsna to the 
gopis) and He gradually went mad in this lamentation. The 
Lord always identified Himself with Sri Radha and He was 
always immersed in Her mood." (C.C. Antya Ch. 14) 

Sri Radha’s vipralambha-rasa was the Lord’s sthayi-bhava in 
the Gambhira. It was also in the mood of Sri Radha, that the 
Lord behold His Lord Jagannatha, and the ocean of His heart 
was stirred then: 


ye kale dekhe jagannatha, Sri rama subhadra satha, 
tabe jane - ailam kuruksetre. 
saphala hoilo jivana, dekhilum padma locana, 
judailo tanu mana netra 


"Whenever the Lord saw Jagannatha with Balarama and 
Subhadra in the temple, He thought: "I came to Kuruksetra! 
My life has become a success, for I have seen lotus eyed Krsna! 
This vision has soothed My body, mind and eyes!" 


garudera sannidhane, rahi kori darasane, 
se dnandera ki kohibo bole. 
garuda stambhera tale, ache eka nimna khdle, 


se khala bharilo asru jale 


"Who can describe the Lord’s ecstasy while He looked at 
Lord Jagannatha from near the Garuda-pillar? At the base of 
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this pillar was a low canal, which was filled with the Lord’s 
tears!" (Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya 2) 

The ocean of the Lord’s ecstasy increased when He looked 
at Lord Jagannatha, feeling Himself to be Sri Radha Who is 
meeting Sri Krsna in Kuruksetra after a long separation. 

He showered His tall, shimmering golden body with a 
powerful stream of tears and filled up with these tears a canal 
below the Garuda-pillar. Why so many tears? How many waves 
of ecstasy are emanating from the heart of the ocean of ecstasy! 
Simply on seeing Lord Jagannatha, He became unsteady 
because of transcendental bliss, and the next moment, a black 
cloud of sorrow covered the sky of His heart again. What a 
wonderful shower of tears of distress emanated from His eyes! 
She? looked like a beggar in Kuruksetra. Anyone who had any 
property could not relish this’, What pain! Weeping and 
weeping, She thought to Herself: 


orndavana govardhana, yamund pulina vana, 
sei kuitje rasadika lila. 
sei vraje vrajajana, pita mata bandhugana, 
bodo citra kemone pasarila 


"Vrndavana, Govardhana, the forest on the bank of the 
Yamuna, and the ku7ijas where We danced the Rasa-dance and 
performed other pastimes, this Vraja, the people of Vraja, Your 
father, Your mother, and Your friends - how amazing! How did 
You forget them?" 


* Mahaprabhu is absorbed in the ecstasy of Sri Radha now. Ed. 
°» Anyone who had any prestige or any ego left. Ed. 
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tomara ye anya vesa, anya saiiga anya desa, 
vraja-jane kabhu nahi bhaya 
vrajabhiimi chadite nare, toma na dekhile more, 
vrajajanera ki hobe upaya? 


"Now You dress differently, You have other friends, and You 
live elsewhere. You never bother about the people of Vraja. 
They can’t leave Vrajabhiimi (like You), and when they do not 
see You, they die. What shall they do now?" 

Sometimes the Lord dreamt that He met Krsna personally in 
the Rasa-lild and then He went to see Lord Jagannatha in the 
temple in topmost absorption, where He saw the Lord as 
Murali Vadana (Krsna in Vraja, playing the flute) Himself, 
without Balabhadra and Subhadra. 

In this way, His long separation was terminated and He 
entered an extensive period of sambhoga (enjoyment in union) 
while His chest was drowned in His ecstatic tears. He thought 
to Himself: 


Gu rajanthom, — bhage pohaynu, 
pekhalum piya mukha canda 
jivana yauvana, saphala kori manalum, 
dasa disa bhelo niradanda 
Gu majhu geha, — geha kori manalum, 

Gu majhu deha bhelo deha 

Gu vihi mohe, anukiila hoyalo, 

tutalo sabahu sandeha 


"Tonight I saw the moon-like face of My beloved! I 
considered My life and My youth successful and all the ten 
directions have become free from malice and strife! Today I 
could consider My home to be a home and My body to be a 
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body. Today fate was favourable to Me and all My doubts were 
destroyed!" 

At that moment an Oriyan woman stepped on the Lord’s 
shoulders and held on to the Garuda-pillar to be able to see 
Lord Jagannatha, and while the Lord’s personal servant 
Govinda reprimanded the woman, the Lord came to external 
consciousness. The Lord praised the woman again and again for 
her eagerness to see Lord Jagannatha, but meanwhile He 
Himself had fallen away from the vision He coveted. 


purve yabe asi koilo jagannatha darasana; 
jagannathe dekhe - saksat vrajendra-nandana 
svapnera darsandavese tad riipa hoilo mana; 
yaha taha dekhe sarvatra murali vadana 
ebe yadi stri dekhi prabhura bahya hoilo; 
jagannatha subhadra balaramera svartipa dekhilo 
kuruksetre dekhe krsna’ aiche hoilo mana; 
kahan kuruksetra ailam kaha vrndavana 
prapta ratna harailo - aiche vyagra hoila 
(C.C. Antya Ch.14) 


Once more He saw Jagannatha, Subhadra and Balarama in 
Kuruksetra and He thought: "How did I end up in Kuruksetra? 
Where is Vrndavana?“ And thus he became very upset like 
someone who had lost a newly found jewel. The Lord shed 
many tears of sorrow. In this way, ecstasy and pain succeeded 
each other, like the succession of light and shade, while 
Mahaprabhu sprinkled His huge golden body with His tears in 
the Jagannatha temple. Siri Raghunatha dasa is the Lord’s 
eternal associate in His Nilacala-lila, and now he has the strong 
desire to see the Lord’s sweet form, as He feels separation, one 
more time. 
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garuda stambhera pase, sada darsanera ase, 
nimesa vihina du’nayana. 
Satadhare asru jale, sifice anga nirantara, 
dekhibo ki se Sactnandana? 


"When can I see mother Saci’s son constantly sprinkling His 
body with hundreds of streams of His tears as He stands near 
the Garuda-pillar, always yearning to see the Lord with His two 
eyes?" 


VERSE 7: 


muda dantath drstva dyuti-vijita-bandhikam adharam 
karam krtvaé vamam kati-nihitam anyam parilasan 
samutthapya premndganita-pulako nrtya-kutuki 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim ydsyati punah 


muda - joyfully; dantaih - with the teeth; dastvd - having bitten; 
dyuti - splendor; vijita - defeating; bandhiikam - Bandhika-flowers; 
adharam - lips; karam - hand; krtvd - having done; vaémar - left; kati 
- waist; nihitam - placing; anyam - the other; parilasan - shining; sa- 
mutthadpya - raising; premnd - with love; aganita - innumerable; 
pulakah - goosepimples; nrtya - dancing; kutuki - eagerly; saci stinuh 
- Saci’s son; kim - whether; me - my; nayana - eyes; Saranim - path; 
yasyati - goes; punah - again. 


Will the son of mother Saci, Who blissfully bit His lips, 


which defeat the splendour of the red Bandhika-flowers, 
Who placed His left hand on His hip and Who raised His 
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other hand as He danced in endless ecstatic love while 
His hairs stood on end, cross the path of my eyes again? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Raghunatha dasa feels great 

separation from Sri Caitanya in his mind and heart as he 
remembers one sweet pastime of Him after the other. 
In this verse, he describes the sweet pastime of the Lord’s 
ecstatic dancing in the madly ecstatic sankirtana. The Lord’s 
dancing is most enchanting because in Vraja, He relished the 
sweetness of the Rasa-dance together with Sri Radha and the 
gopis. 

In this extraordinary sweet dance, which is decorated with 
srigara-rasa (erotic flavours) and different wonderful rhythms 
and tunes, different sdttvika ecstatic symptoms like tears, goose 
pimples and shivering automatically came to ornament the 
Lord’s golden body. 

When the Lord performed sankirtana with His Bengali 
devotees, the dance took on an altogether new form: when He 
was with them, the flood of the Lord’s ecstatic love inundated 
everything! With how much love and attention He personally 
served them mahd-prasdda, flower garlands and sandalwood 
pulp! 

In the evening, Natuya (the great dancer) Gaura went to the 
temple of Lord Jagannatha, relishing the rasa of dancing and 
chanting with His devotees. After seeing the evening @rati of 
Lord Jagannatha, the Lord was adorned with leftover garlands 
and sandalwood pulp from the deities and He began a great 
Kirtana. 


cari dike cari sampradaya kore sankirtana; 
madhye nrtya kore prabhu sacira nandana 
asta mrdanga baje batrisa karatala; 
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hari-dhvani kore vaisnava kohe ‘halo bhdlo’ 
kirtanera maha mangala dhvani ye uthilo; 
caturdasa loka bhari brahmanda bhedilo 
purusottama-vasi loka ailo dekhibare; 
kirtana dekhi udiyd-loka hoilo camatkara 
tabe prabhu jagannathera mandira bediya; 
pradaksina kori bule nartana koriya 
age pache gana kore cari sampradaya; 
achadera kale dhare nityananda raya 
asru pulaka kampa prasveda hunkara; 
premera vikara dekhi loka camatkara 
picakarira dhara yeno asru nayane; 
cari dikera loka sab koroye sinane 


"Four kirtana-parties were doing sankirtana in four 
directions and Lord Sacinandana was dancing in the middle. 
Eight drums and thirty-two cymbals resounded and the 
Vaisnavas chanted "Hari! Hari! Bravo! Bravo!” 

When the greatly auspicious sounds of the kirtana arose, it 
filled the fourteen planetary systems and pierced the walls of 
the universe. 

The people of Puri came to witness the uproar and all the 
people of Orissa were amazed to see this kirtana. Then the 
Lord circumambulated the Jagannatha-temple while chanting 
and dancing. He was followed and preceded by four singing 
kirtana-parties and when He fell, He was caught by Lord 
Nityananda. The people were quite amazed to see the Lord’s 
ecstatic symptoms, such as shedding tears, horripilation, 
shivering, perspiring, and roaring. His tears were squirting 
from His eyes like from a syringe and they showered the people 
all around." 
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maha nrtya mahaprema maha sankirtana; 
dekhi premanande bhase nilacalera jana 


"There was great dancing, great chanting, and great loving 
ecstasy. All the people of Puri floated in ecstatic love when they 
saw it." (Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Ch. 11) 

It was a most amazing thing to see the Lord’s sweet dancing 
before Lord Jagannatha during the Ratha Yatra-festival. When 
Mahaprabhu saw Lord Jagannatha in the temple, different 
streams of sorrow and bliss came through Him. We shed a light 
on this in our comment on the previous verse. But when 
Mahaprabhu saw Lord Jagannatha in front of the chariot, there 
was a single, unbroken stream of bliss flowing through His heart 
and mind. The chariot took Lord Jagannatha from Nilacala (the 
blue mountain) to Sundaracala (the beautiful mountain), a 
place which is flanked on both sides with sub-forests, and the 
Lord, absorbed in the feelings of Sri Radha, thought to Himself: 
"Today I have taken the Lord of My life from Dvaraka to 
Vrndavana!" This made an end to His intense feelings of 
separation. An amazing stream of bliss welled up in Him and 
caused Him to dance wonderfully in the sweet mood of 
rasonmdda (the ecstasy of union). Svaripa Damodara, 
understanding the Lord’s feelings, sang with a sweet voice: 


sei to parana-natha pailum,; 
yaha lagi madana dahane jhuri genu 


"Now I have gotten the Lord of My life for Whom I was 
burning in Cupid’s fire!" 

The pinnacle of ecstatic love welled up in the Lord’s heart 
when He heard this sentence, which exactly corresponded to 
His own strong feelings of union, and when He stared at 
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Jagannatha’s face, He bit His lips, which defeated the luster of 
red Bandhika-flowers®. 

The Lord placed His left hand on His hip and raised His 
other hand in the air with wonderful gestures, singing, acting, 
and dancing very sweetly. What to speak of others, even Lord 
Jagannatha Himself was highly astonished when He saw the 
Lord’s sweet dancing and He slowed down His journey to 
Sundaracala to relish the Lord’s unprecedented dancing-rasa. 


jagannathe magna prabhura nayana hrdaya; 
Sri hasta yuge kore gitera abhinaya 
gaura yadi age na yay - syama hoy sthire; 
gaura age cole - syama cole dhire dhire 
eimata gaura syama kore thelatheli; 
saratha syamere rakhe gaura mahabali 


"The Lord’s eyes and heart were absorbed in Jagannatha and 
He made a dramatic performance of the singing with His 
beautiful hands. When Gaura did not move ahead, Syama 
(Jagannatha) stayed in His place, and when Gaura moved 
ahead, Syama also slowly moved. In this way Gaura and Syama 
pushed Each other. Gaura was so powerful that He could keep 
Syama (at a standstill) along with His chariot." 

Sri Raghunatha das’ heart is impatient when he remembers 
the ecstatic loving dancing of this greatly powerful Gaura! 


aruna adhara abha, hare bandhujiva sobha, 
dante taha koriya damsana. 
katite vama manohara, ardhete daksina kare, 


° The purpose of the Lord's biting His lip is: "You are very expert in 
running away, but today I caught You and I won't let You go 
anymore!" 
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bhaigi kori koroye calana. 
sankirtana rasamodi, viraha bhava vinodi, 
sarva ange prema siharana. 
sarva jana sukhadata, prema bhakti rasa dhata, 
dekhibo ki sactra nandana? 


"When will I see the son of mother Saci, the giver of joy to 
everyone and the presiding deity of the flavours of devotional 
love, biting His red lips, which defeat the luster of a beautiful 
Bandhujiva-flower, keeping His charming left hand on His hip 
and lifting His right hand, swaying it back and forth? Feeling 
great separation from the Lord, He rejoices in the flavours of 
sankirtana while His whole body shivers of ecstatic love! 


VERSE 8: 


sarit-tirarame viraha-vidhuro gokula-vidhor 
nadim anyam kurvan nayana-jala-dhara-vitatibhih 
muhur mirccham gacchan mrtakam iva visvam viracayan 
Saci-stinuh kim me nayana-saranim ydsyati punah 


sarit - river; tira - bank; arame - in the garden; viraha - separation; 
vidhurah - suffering; gokula vidhoh - from Krsna, the moon of 
Gokula; nadim - a river; anyam - another; kurvan - making; nayana - 
eyes; jaladharah - streams of tears; vitatibhih - with an abundance; 
muhuh - repeatedly; mtirccham - fainting; mrtakam - dead; iva - as if, 
visvam - the world; viracayan - making; saci siinuh - Saci’s son; kim - 
whether; me - my; nayana - eyes; Saranim - path; yasyati - goes; punah 
- again. 
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Will the world-enchanting son of mother Saci, Who 
was agitated by feelings of separation from the moon of 
Gokula (Krsna) in a garden on the bank of a river, Who 
made another river with the streams of His tears, Who 
repeatedly fainted and Who thus made all the people as 
if dead, again cross the path of my eyes? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Another ecstatic pastime of his 
beloved Sri Gaursundara appears in Sri Raghunatha das’ heart, 
which is afflicted by pangs of separation from the Lord. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa was an eye-witness of Mahaprabhu’s 
extraordinary Puri-lild, in which the Lord was going up and 
down in the ocean of Sri Radha’s vipralambha-bhava. The 
Lord’s Nilacala-pastimes are the ground for relishing 
vipralambha-rasa. Therefore we assume that he has also 
described Nilacala-lild in this verse. 

The words sarit tirarame in the beginning of the verse 
suggest that the Lord remembered Vrndavana when He stood 
at the bank of some river near Nilacala and He became 
overwhelmed by the feelings of Sri Radha when She was 
separated from Krsna, who had departed for Mathura. It is 
difficult to ascertain, though, which river and which garden in 
Puri it was, because there is no such river with a garden 
anywhere near Puri or by the shore of the Indian Ocean. One 
explanation can be that the Lord mistook the glistening, 
moonlit water of the ocean to be the river Yamuna and the sub 
forest on the shore of the ocean as the forest of Vrndavana. 
There is such a description in the Caitanya Caritamrta. Virahi 
Raghunatha also has a shadow of the Lord’s vast feelings of 
ecstatic love-in-separation, therefore he has also mistaken the 
shore of the ocean for the bank of a river. Sri Krsna dasa 
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Kaviraja has given some indication of the Lord’s ecstatic 
udydna-vihara (garden pastimes): 


Sarat kdlera ratri sarac candriké ujjvala; 
prabhu nija gana loiya bedano ratri sakala 
udyane udyane bhrame kautuka dekhite; 
rasa lilara gita sloka podite sunite 
kabhu premdavese korena gana nartana; 
kabhu bhavavese rasa lilanukarana 
kabhu bhavonmdde prabhu iti uti dhaya; 
bhiimi podi kabhu miirccha kabhu gadi yay 


"One autumn night when everything was illuminated by the 
bright autumnal moonlight the Lord wandered around with His 
devotees. They were up all night, blissfully admiring all the 
different gardens and hearing and singing verses and songs 
about Krsna’s Rasa lila. Sometimes they sang and danced in 
ecstatic love, sometimes they imitated the Rasa-lild, sometimes 
the Lord ecstatically ran here and there, sometimes He fainted 
and fell on the ground and sometimes He rolled around." 
(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 18) 


dui netra bhari asru bohoye apara; 
samudre mililo yeno ganga yamuna dhara 


"When the Lord, accepting the mood of Sri Radha, was 
agitated by feelings of separation from Krsna, He cried and 
shed so many tears, that it looked like from His eyes as if the 
Ganga and the Yamuna were meeting the ocean ". (C.C.) 

It is impossible to draw a picture of this ecstasy with words. 
The only language of love is tears: Tears of bliss, tears of sorrow, 
tears of union, and tears of separation! In one teardrop of a 
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lover of God, there is a great indication of his ecstatic love. Who 
can say which indication the Lord gave by crying a river of 
tears? He is like a great ocean full of high waves of ecstasy! This 
ocean has no end, no bottom, and no shore, and it can’t be 
crossed. The associates of Mahaprabhu are swimming in this 
ocean day and night. They swim between the high sorrowful 
waves in the ocean of love-in-separation and they look as if they 
are in a lifeless condition. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa, who is one of these associates, wants to 
see Gaurahari, the ocean of vipralambha-rasa, one more time. 


nadikula vadhii praya, viraha vidhura haya; 
artibhare koroye krandana. 
asru-jala bohi yaya, svatantra nadira praya, 
bara bara bhamite lunthana. 
sakala janara prana, kore mrtaka samana, 
sei gora visva vimohana. 
radha bhave vibhavita, sada rahe vyakulita, 
dekhibo ki sactra nandana? 


"Alas! Will I see again the son of mother Saci, standing on the 
bank of a river like a young bride, agitated by feelings of love- 
in-separation? The flow of tears from His eyes form a separate 
river and He rolls on the ground again and again. 

All the devotees become like dead while world-enchanting 
Gaura, Who is in the mood of Sri Radha, always remains 
agitated!" 
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VERSE 9: 


Saci-stinor asyadstakam idam abhistam viracayan 
sada dainyodrekdd ati-visada-buddhih pathati yah 
prakamam caitanyah prabhur ati-krpdvesa-vivasah 

prthu-premambhodhau prathita-rasade majjayati tam 


Sact stinoh - of Saci’s son; asya - this; astakam - eight verses; idam 
- these; abhistam - beloved; viracayat - granting; sada - always; dainya 
- humility; udrekad - abundance; ati - very; visada - pure; buddhih - 
intelligence; pathati - recites; yah - anyone; prakdmam - according to 
His wish; caitanyah - Caitanya; prabhuh - Lord; ati - very; krpa - 
mercy; dvesa - ecstasy; vivasah - overwhelmed; prthu - great; 
premambhodau - in an ocean of love; prathita - known; rasade - in 
giving flavours: majjayati - immerses; tam - him. 


Anyone who recites these eight verses praising the son 
of mother Saci with a pure heart and with great humility, 
will be thrown in the great and famous rasa-ocean of love 
for Krsna by Sri Caitanya, Who is totally overwhelmed by 
feelings of compassion. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sri Raghunatha 
dasa describes the phalasruti (auspicious benediction on a 
reciter) of Sri Caitanyastakam. 

A pure-hearted reciter has no other desire than Krsna in his 
heart, and thus he continues hearing and chanting, knowing 
that to maintain any other desire is like cheating and it will keep 
him from attaining Krsna. 


bhukti mukti siddhi vartcha mone yadi roy; 
sadhana korile-o prema utpanna na hoy (C.C.) 
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"When the desires for enjoyment, liberation, and perfection 
remain in the heart, love of God can’t arise, even if one 
practices devotional sadhana!" 

One should hear and recite these eight verses in a humble 
state of mind, for humility is the heart of devotion. Devotion 
without humility is devotion without life. Sriman Mahaprabhu 
Himself explained how prema can be swiftly achieved through 
the practice of nama: 


ye ripe loile nama prema upajaya; 
tahara laksana suno svariipa rama raya 
trnad api sunicena taror iva sahisnund; 
amdanind manadena kirtaniyah sada harih 


"Listen, o Svaripa Damodara and Ramananda Raya, how 

prema can swiftly be achieved: 
One should chant the Holy Name of Lord Hari in a humble 
state of mind, being more humble than a blade of grass, as 
tolerant as a tree, giving all respect unto others and not 
expecting any honour for oneself." 

Therefore Sri Caitanyadeva will be full of mercy for those 
who recite this astaka, which fulfills all desires, with humility 
and a humble heart, and will thrust such humble and pure- 
hearted reciters into the large and famous rasa-ocean of love 
for Krsna. 

Sri Caitanyadeva is the embodiment of endless mercy and 
there has never been such a compassionate descension of God. 
Compassion culminates in giving of love of Krsna. No one else 
but Mahaprabhu is giving this prema, which is difficult to attain 
even through the normal process of continuously hearing and 
chanting about the Lord, without considering who is worthy or 
unworthy. 
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Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written: 


patrapatra vicaranam na kurute na svam param viksyate 
deyddeya vimarsako nahi na vd kala pratiksah prabhuh 
sadyo yah sravaneksane pranamana dhydnadina durlabhan 
datte bhakti-rasam sa eva bhagavan gaurah param me gatih 


(Caitanya Candramrta - 77) 


"He does not consider who is worthy or unworthy, who is His 
own or who is an outsider, who it should be given to and who it 
shouldn't be or whether the time is right or not. The Lord at 
once gives the flavour of devotion, which is difficult to attain 
even by hearing the glories of the Lord, seeing the Deity, 
offering obeisances, meditating, or other practices. That Lord 
Gaura is my only shelter!" 

Mahaprabhu will thrust a humble and pure-hearted reciter 
of this stotra in the vast and celebrated rasa-ocean of love of 
Krsna, particularly the sweet love of Vraja and most 
particularly, the love of the maiijaris for Sri Radhika, which is 
known as the highest love in the kingdom of God, both in 
quality and in quantity. How large the ocean of love of Krsna is, 
is described in Caitanya Caritamrta: 
suddha prema sukha sindhu, paya tara eka bindu, sei bindu 
jagat dubaya. 

"Just one drop from the blissful ocean of pure love of Krsna 
can inundate the entire world". Srila Raghunatha offers this 
blessing to the reciter of this stotra: 


suddha citte yei jana, koroye astaka pathana, 
dainya yara sarva srestha dhana 
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krpa kori gaurahari, radha dasya dana kori, 
krsna preme kore nimajjana 


"Lord Gaurahari mercifully bestows His greatest treasure, 
Sit Radha’s service, on a pure-hearted person who humbly 
recites these eight verses, and thus immerses him in the ocean 
of love of Krsna." 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami’s "Sit 
Caitanyastakam" 


Verses translated by Advaita dasa in 1989 
Commentaries translated in June 1992. 
Upgrade: January 1996 
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Sri Gauranga Stava 
Kalpataruh 


"The wish-yielding tree of praises of Sri Gauranga" 


VERSE 1: 


gatim drstva yasya pramada-gaja-varye’khila-jana 
mukham ca sri-candropari dadhati thitkdéra-nivaham 
sva-kantya yah svarnacalam adharayac chidhu ca vacas 
tarangair gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


gatim - gait; drstvud - having seen; yasya - whose; pramada - 
intoxicated; gajavarye - best of elephants; akhila - all; jana - people; 
mukham - face; ca - and; sri candra - beautiful moon; upari - above; 
dadhati - placing; thatkara - spitting; nivaham - multitudes; sva - own; 
kantyd - with luster; yah - who; svarna - golden; acalam - mountain; 
adharayat - placing; sidhu - nectar; ca - and; vacah - words; tarangaih 
- with waves; gauraiigah - Gauranga; hrdaya - heart; udayan - rising; 
mam - me; madayati - maddens. 


When people watch His gait and His beautiful face, 
they spit at the graceful gait of a mad elephant and at the 
beauty of the moon. His luster defeats that of a golden 
mountain and the waves of His words defeat the 
sweetness of nectar. Thus Sri Gauranga rises in my heart 
and maddens me (with ecstatic love)! 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In Sri Caitanyastakam Sri 
Raghunatha dasa had revealed his intense feelings of separation 
from Sriman Mahaprabhu and his anxious desire to see Him 
again. Sri Raghunatha dasa was showered with the unlimited 
loving grace of Sri Caitanya, and by that grace his heart was 
suddenly filled with wonderful visions of the Lord’s sweet 
pastimes and qualities. 

Such visions caused him to be overwhelmed with ecstasy, 
and he revealed these ecstatic visions in this Gauranga Stava 
Kalpataru. 

Sri Gauranga’s graceful motions, which resemble the gait of 
a mad elephant, arise in Sri Raghunatha’s heart, and the cavity 
of his heart is suddenly illuminated by the transcendental 
moonlight, which emanates from the Lord’s face. 

The Lord’s form is transcendental - sac cid Gnanda - and it is 
not like a material body, which is made of five material 
elements. When you see any material form, you become weary 
of it after a while, but when you see the form of Sri Gauranga, 
ever-new desires awaken (to see it again), and you feel like this: 
janama avadhi ham riipa neharinu, nayana nd tirapita bhelo - 

"I have seen that form ever since I was born, but my eyes 
have not yet been satiated." 

The blissful form of Sri Krsna enchants all creatures in the 
world and even Krsna Himself. It is the essence of all beauty 
and the ornament of all ornaments: 

vismapanam svasya ca saubhagardhe param padam bhiisana 
bhisanaigam (Bhagavata 3.2.12). "Krsna’s form is the 
ornament of ornaments, and its beauty astonishes even 
Himself" 

The beauty of each of Syama’s limbs, which even make 
Syama forget everything, is now also combined with the luster 
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of each and every limb of the puppet of maha bhava (maha 
bhava putalika) Sri Bhanu-dulali (Radhika). 
rai kanu duti tanu yeno dudhe jale milaye gelo — 

"Radha and Krsna’s two bodies have merged into Each other 
like water merging with milk.“ 

All of Syama’s black limbs have now been concealed by 
shimmering golden limbs. The very form of amorous rasa (Sri 
Krsna) is now tightly embraced by maha bhava. Rai and Kanu 
in One Form! 

Srila Govinda dasa has described Sri Gauranga’s graceful 
motions and the beauty of His loving face as follows: 


lakho bana kanaka, kasilo kalevara, 
mohana sumeru jiniyd suthama 

gada gada nira, thira nahi paoi 

bhuvana mohana kiye nayana sandhana 


"His body is tanned with gold molten a hundred-thousand 
times and it has become more enchanting than the golden 
Sumeru-mountain. His eyes, which are never steady and which 
always shed tears of love, enchant the whole world." 


dekho re mai sundara saci nandanda; 
aanulambita bhuja bahu subaland (Dhru) 
mayamatta hati bhati gati calana; 
kiye ve malatira mala gora ange dolana 
Sarada indu jini sundara vayana; 
prema Gnande paripirita nayana 
pada dui cari calata dagamagiya; 
thira nahi bandhe padata pahu dhaliya 
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"Behold the beauty of Saci’s lad! His strong arms reach down 
to His knees, His gait is splendid like that of a mad elephant 
and a garland of jasmine-flowers oscillates on His golden body. 
His beautiful face defeats the autumn moon and His eyes are 
filled with ecstatic love. The Lord stumbles on for two or four 
steps more, but He can’t keep steady and He collapses and falls 
on the ground." 

These Mahajana-songs can’t be explained, they must be 
experienced. The Mahajanas know very well how to draw 
pictures of the personification of ecstatic love (Sri Gauranga) 
with the pencils of their words and feelings. What to speak of 
directly seeing the form of Gauranga: 

If you simply hear or read about it, you feel like spitting on all 
the forms and objects of the material world! What more can be 
said? 

Enchanted by the sweetness of Sri Gaurasundara’s words 
and the luster of His transcendental form, Sri Raghunatha dasa 
says: 

"His words defeat the sweetness of nectar and His bodily 
luster defeats that of a golden mountain. This sweetness can’t 
be compared to anything sweet of this material world. 
Material luminaries give pain to the eyes with their flashy light, 
but this transcendental light simply soothes and pleases the 
eyes! Still, ifwe do not make comparisons with material objects, 
then how can we describe such transcendental forms? If 
material things like nectar could even slightly resemble the 
transcendental form of prema, then we could follow the expert 
descriptions of Srila Locana dasa Thakura: 


amiya makhiya keva, lavani tulilo go, 
tahate gadilo gora deha. 
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jagata chaniya keva, rasa ningarilo go, 
eka koila sudhai suleha 


"Can the elegance of His golden body be compared to a body 
which is anointed with nectar, or has the universe been 
kneaded and the juice squeezed out of it, turning it into this one 
nectar(ean appearance)?" 


akhanda piytisa dhara, kevda dutilo go, 
sonara varane hoilo cini. 
se cini mariyd keva, pheni tulilo go, 
heno vasi gora anga khani 


"Or has a constant stream of nectar been stirred, so that His 
golden complexion turned into sugar? Or has His golden body 
turned from sugar into a pheni (hollow sugar drop)?" 


anuragera dadhi, premara sacand diyd, 
ke na patiyache ankhi duti 
tahate adhika mahu, lahu lahu katha-khani, 
hasiya kohoye guti guti 


Who has displayed His two eyes with the yoghurt of anuraga 
through genuine love? Besides this, there is even more honey 
in the soft words He slowly speaks with a smile on His face." 


bijurt batiya keva, ga khani majilo go, 
cande majilo mukha khani. 
lavanya batiya keva, citra nirmana koilo, 
aparipa riipera balani 


"Has anyone ground the lightning to paste and smeared it on 
Gaura’s body? Has anybody ground the moon to paste and 
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smeared it on His face? Has anyone ground elegance to paste 
and made a picture of His wonderful form with it?" 

We do not think that after reading or hearing these 
descriptions of the Mahajanas, anyone will have the courage to 
write another comparison to Sri Gaurasundara’s sweet words 
and bodily luster! 

Sri Raghunatha dasa has personally seen this form and heard 
these words in Puri, and thus his heart is absorbed in a 
wonderful mood of ecstasy! In this way a succession of relish 
continues in this stava. 


sakala janera mana, koribare akarsana, 
vidhata ki patiydche phand 

eka bara yei here, se ankhi phirate nare, 
mana unmddané gorda cand 


"Has the Creator spread out a net to catch the minds of all 
the people of the world? When you see this intoxicating golden 
moon even once, you can’t turn away your eyes anymore!" 


heriye gauranga gati, thutkrta gajendra gati, 
gaja se samanya made mata. 
gauranga vadana here, sakalanka candropare, 
ghrna kore sakala janata 


"When you see Gauraiga’s motions, you spit on the gait of 
the king of mad elephants, considering him to be just very 
ordinary, and when the people see Gauranga’s (spotless moon- 
like) face, they spit on the spotted moon in the sky in disgust!" 


gaura kanti jhalamala, tara age svarndacala, 
acala se tare ki ganibo 
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gauraiga madhura vani, amrta taranga jini, 
pile mona kore ‘pibo pibo’ 


"How can I mention an ordinary golden mountain in front of 
Gaura’s shimmering luster? Gauranga’s sweet words defeat 
waves of nectar and when you drink it, you only think ‘T will 
drink (more)! I will drink (more)!" 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart You madden it, and I can never forget You!" 


VERSES 2-3: 


alankrtyatmanam nava-vividha-ratnair iva vala- 
dvivarnatva-stambhasphuta-vacana-kampdsru-pulakaih 
hasan svidyan nrtyan Ssiti-giri-pater nirbhara-mude 
purah sri-gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


rasollasais tiryag-gatibhir abhito varibhir alam 
drsoh sitican lokan aruna-jala-yantratvam itayoh 
muda dantair drstva madhuram adharam kampa-calitair 
natan $ri-gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


alankrti - ornamented; dtmanam - self; nava - new, or nine; vividha 
- different kinds; ratnaih - with jewels; iva - as if; balad - beautiful; 
vivarnatva - becoming pale; stambha - stunned; asphuta - unclear; 
vacana - words; kampa - shivering; asru - shedding tears; pulakaih - 


+60: 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


with goosebumps; hasan - laughing; svidyan - perspiring; nrtyan - 
dancing; sitigiri - Jagannatha Puri; pateh - of the Lord; nirbhara - 
absorbed; mude - in bliss; purah - before; sri gauraiigah - Si 
Gauranga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mam - me; madayati 
- maddens. 


rasollasaih - with rasika ecstasy; tiryag gatibhih - staggering; 
abhitah - everywhere; varibhih - with water; alam - greatly; drsoh - of 
eyes; sificat - sprinkling; lokdn - the people; aruna - red; jala-yantratva 
mitayoh - like a syringe; muda - joyfully; dantaih - with the teeth; 
dastva - having bitten; madhuram - sweet; adharam - lips; kampa - 
shivering; calitaih - moving; natan - dances; sri gauraigah - Si 
Gauranga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mam - me; madayati 
- maddens. 


Just as a great dancer decorates himself with many 
new ornaments for his dance, Sri Gauranga decorates 
Himself with the ornaments of sdttvika-bhdava, like 
turning pale, becoming stunned, perspiring, changing 
the voice, shivering, shedding tears, and being studded 
with goose pimples. 

That Gauranga, Who laughs in topmost bliss as He 
dances beautifully before Lord Jagannatha, the Lord of 
Nilacala, maddens me with ecstasy as He awakens in my 
heart! 

Sri Gauranga’s red eyes are like syringes, which squirt 
great streams of loving tears as He is overwhelmed by 
rasollasa (the ecstasy of union). He sprinkles everyone 
with these ecstatic tears, while He shivers and bites His 
sweet lips with His row of teeth, thereby staggering 
about with His sweet lotus feet while He dances. 
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That Sri Gauranga maddens me as He awakens in my 
heart! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In these two verses, Sri 
Raghunatha dasa describes Lord Gauraiga’s wonderful 
dancing before Sri Jagannatha’s chariot and how Mahaprabhu 
was thus decorated with ornaments of sdttvika-bhavas. 

Just as a great dancer decorates himself with exquisite jewels 
and ornaments for his enchanting dance, which will astonish 
the minds of his audience, Sri Gauranga astonished hundreds 
of thousands of people who assembled for Si Jagannatha’s 
Ratha Yatra by decorating Himself with the exquisite jewels of 
sattvika- ecstasies while performing His ecstatic dance of love 
before Sri Jagannatha, Subhadra and Balarama. 

The sdttvika-ecstasies increase the beauty of the soul, 
therefore they are the proper ornaments for a loving devotee. 


krsna sambandhibhih saksat 
kincid va vyavadhanatah 
bhavais cittam ihakrantam 
sattvam ity ucyate budhaih 
sattvdd asmat samutpanna 
ye ye bhavas tu sattvikah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.3.1-2) 


"When the heart is directly touched by emotions (in the form 
of the five basic relationships of servant hood, friendship, etc.) 
or indirectly (in the form of the seven secondary moods such as 
laughter, chivalry etc.) related to Krsna, the wise call it sattva, 
and the emotions coming from that are called sattvika- bhavas." 
There are eight kinds of sdttvika bhavas: 
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te stambha sveda romaticah 
svara-bhedo'tha vepathuh 
vaivarnyam asru pralaya 
ity astau sattvikah smrtah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.3.16) 


"These eight sattvika bhavas are - being stunned, perspiring, 
horripilation, changing of the voice, shivering, turning pale, 
shedding tears, and fainting." 


ekada vyaktim apannah 
patica-sah SAYUG eUd UA 
aridha paramotkarsam 
uddipta iti kirtitah 
uddipta eva suddipta 
maha-bhave bhavanty ami 
sarva eva param kotin 
sattvika yatra vibhrati 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.3.79 and 81) 


"When five or six sdttvika ecstasies simultaneously arise to 
the greatest extent, they are called uddipta. In maha bhava all 
the sattvika-bhdavas become fully manifest and then they are 
called suddipta." 

First of all, the Lord divided the Gaudiya devotees into seven 
chanting-parties and then He commenced the kirtana after 
personally anointing all the devotees with sandalwood pulp and 


garlands. 
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jagannathera age cari sampradaya gaya; 
dui pase dui - pache eka sampradaya 
sata sampradaya baje caudda madala; 
yara dhvani suni vaisnava hoilo pagala 
Sri vaisnava ghata meghe hoilo badala; 
sankirtanamrta saha varse netra jala 
tribhuvana bhari uthe sankirtana dhvani; 
anya vddyddira dhvani kichui na suni 
sata thaiy bule prabhu ‘hari hari’ boli; 
jaya jaya jagannatha’ kohe hasta tuli 
kirtana dekhiyd jagannatha harasita; 
kirtana dekhe ratha koriyda sthagita 


"In front of Lord Jagannatha, four parties were singing, on 

each of His sides one party and behind Him another one. 
In these seven parties, fourteen drums resounded, and when 
the Vaisnavas heard them, they went mad of ecstasy. All the 
Vaisnavas assembled like a bank of clouds, and tears fell like 
rain from their eyes along with the nectar of the ecstatic 
kirtana. All the three worlds were filled with the sound of the 
kirtana; other sounds could not be heard at all anymore! 

The Lord wandered through all seven kirtana-parties, raising 
His arms and chanting "Hari! Hari! Jaya Jagannatha!" 

Lord Jagannatha was very happy to see the kirtana, so He 
stopped the chariot (to enjoy the sight)." 
(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Lila Chapter 13) 

When the Lord wished to perform His uddanda-nrtya 
(dance with high jumps), He brought the seven parties together 
and began to dance in wonderful absorption. Sometimes He 
quickly turned around like a firebrand, causing the earth to tilt 
with its oceans and mountains. While dancing, the Lord was 
adorned with flower-like ornaments of sdttvika- ecstasies, such 
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as dancing, rolling around, and laughing. Sometimes He 
showed signs of humility, pride, or joy, and sometimes He fell 
to the ground, rolling around like a golden mountain. 


uddanda nrtya prabhu koriya hunkara; 
cakrabhrami bhrame yaiche alata akara 
nrtye prabhura yaha yaha pade padatala; 
sasagara saila mahi kore talamala 
stambha sveda pulakasru kampa vaivarnya; 
nana bhave vivasata garva harsa dainya 
achada khaiyd padi bhimi gadi yay; 
suvarna parvata yeno bhiimite lotaya 


Thousands of people were astonished when they saw the 
Lord’s wonderful dancing and how He was decorated with 
these different ornaments of ecstasy. Even Lord Jagannatha 
was astonished, and He made His chariot stop, so that He could 
stare at the Lord’s enchanting style of dancing. 

Baladeva and Subhadra smiled when They saw the sweet 
dancing of the Lord, Who was nothing else but another 
manifestation of Lord Jagannatha, Who Himself sat on the 
chariot watching it all in great astonishment. 

All eight sattvika-ecstasies simultaneously appeared on the 
Lord’s body to their utmost extent. 


uddanda nrtye prabhura adbhuta vikara; 
asta sattvika bhavodaya hoy sama kala 
mamsa-brana saha roma-vrnda pulakita; 
simulira orksa yeno kantake vestita 
ekeka dantera kampa dekhi lage bhoy; 
loke jane danta sab khasiya podoy 
sarvange prasveda chute - tate raktodgama; 
jaja gaga jaja gaga’ - gadgada vacana 
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jala-yantra dhara yeno bohe asru jala; 
asa-pasa loka yoto bhijilo sakala 

deha-kanti gaura kabhu dekhiye aruna; 

kabhu kanti dekhi yeno mallika puspa sama 
kabhu stabdha kabhu prabhu bhimite podoy; 

Suska kastha sama hasta pada nd coloy 
kabhu bhimi pode, kabhu hoy svasa hina; 
yaha dekhi bhakta-ganera hoy prana ksina 


"The Lord showed amazing transformations as He danced 
and leaped high in the air, all eight sattvika-ecstasies appearing 
on His body at once, and all the hairs on His body stood on end 
like the thorns on a Simuli-tree. 

When the people saw the Lord’s teeth chattering, they were 
afraid that they would all fall out of His mouth. His whole body 
perspired and blood oozed out of it. With faltering voice the 
Lord said: “Jaja gaga jaja gaga,” wanting to say Jaggannatha! 
Jagannatha! 

Tears streamed from His eyes as if they squirted out from 
syringes, moistening all the people who stood around Him. 
The Lord’s golden luster sometimes turned reddish and 
sometimes it resembled a Mallika-flower (a kind of jasmine). 
Sometimes the Lord became stunned and sometimes He fell to 
the ground, His hands and feet becoming motionless like dry 
pieces of wood. Sometimes He fell to the ground and 
sometimes He stopped breathing. Seeing this, the devotees felt 
as if they lost their lives." 

(Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya 13) 

When the Lord saw Jagannatha, Subhadra and Balarama in 
the temple, He assumed the mood of Mathura Virahini Rai 
(Radha in separation from Krsna, Who had left for Mathura) 
and He thought: "I’m seeing Krsna in Kuruksetra!" Even on 
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such a blissful day as this Ratha-Yatra-day the ocean of His 
(Her) sorrow swelled! 

Even after seeing His (Her) Prananatha after such a long 
separation He (She) could not enjoy it, because He (She) can 
only play with Krsna in solitary Vrndavana. Today Jagannatha 
has mounted His chariot to go from Nilacala to Sundaracala, 
but the Lord, in Sri Radha’s mood, thought: 

"Today I have taken My Prananatha back to Vindavanal” 
Thus, feelings of rasolldsa, an increase of the ecstasy of union, 
arose within the Lord’s heart. He thought to Himself: 


bahu dina pore baidhuyd ele; 

dekha na hoito parana gele 
eteko sahilo abala bole; 
phatiya yaito pasana hole 

dukhinira dina dukhete gelo; 

mathura nagare chile to bhalo 
e sab dubkha kichu nd gani; 
tomara kugale kusala mani 
sab duhkha dji gelo he dire; 
harana ratana pailam kore 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"After many days My friend has come. If I had not seen Him, 
My life would have left Me. How much can a tender girl 
tolerate? Even a stone would burst from this pain! The day of a 
heartbroken girl passed miserably. It would have been better if 
He had stayed at Mathura. Still, I don’t care about all this 
suffering - when You are happy, I am also happy. Today all 
misery has gone far away, for I got My lost jewel back." 

Mahaprabhu was so much in ecstasy that tears squirted from 
His reddish eyes like water squirting out of a syringe, and all 


267s 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


the pilgrims were showered with these precious tears of love. 
The Lord’s teeth chattered of ecstasy and He bit His red lips as 
He sweetly danced. 

The reason for the Lord biting His lips was: 

"You're expert in making Me suffer the pangs of separation by 
hiding Yourself from Me. Today I’ve found You, and I will not 
let You go anymore!" 

He was admonishing Jagannatha, and therefore He was 
biting His teeth and staggering about in His sweet dance. 
When Sri Raghunatha dasa gets such a transcendental vision of 
his most beloved Gaura, he gets beside himself of ecstasy! 


are mora gaura nataraja! 
Srila jagannatha age, badaiyd anurage, 
nace pori bhava ratna sdja. 


"O My king of golden dancers! You are dancing in front of 
Lord Jagannatha with ever-increasing ecstasy, decorated with 
jewels of bhava!" 


vaivarna stabdhata ara, gadagada vakyoccara, 
kampa asru pulaka sagharma. 
ei sab sattvika bhava, ara dui anubhava, 
hasya nrtya sab prema dharma 


"You are adorned with all the sattvika-bhdvas, namely 
turning pale, getting stunned, speaking with faltering voice, 
shivering, shedding tears, horripilation and perspiration, and 
two anubhdvas, namely laughing and dancing. All this 
completes the religion of ecstatic love." 
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nava ratna alankara, ange sobhe camatkara, 
heri jagannatha pramodita. 
se kautuka ye dekhilo, sei se rase matilo, 
mora mana kore unmddita 


"His body is astonishingly beautiful as it is adorned with the 
new jewels of ecstasy, and when Lord Jagannatha sees it He is 
very happy. My mind also goes mad when he sees this rasika 
fun!" 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart, You madden it, and I can never forget You!" 


rasera avadhi mora gora 
rasera ullasa bhare, aparipa nrtya kore, 
du nayane bohe premadhara. 


"My Gaura is the climax of rasa! He dances wonderfully 
when He experiences rasolldsa (the ecstasy of reunion) and 
tears of ecstatic love stream from His eyes." 


aparipa se madhuri, smarana koriya hari, 
vari bohe ranga dui netre. 
vasanta utsava kale, secana koroye jale, 
yeno picakari jalayantre 


"As He remembers the wonderful sweetness of Hari, tears 


stream from His eyes like the water, which is sprinkled from 
syringes during the spring-festival (Holi)." 
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sakampa anandavese, dasane adhara danse, 
heno prema achilo kothaya. 

eka bara yare here, tara ankhi mana hare, 
mora mana satata mataya. 


"He shivers of ecstasy and bites His lips. Where can such a 
love be found? Anyone who sees this even once, feels that his 
eyes and mind are being shattered. This vision always maddens 
my mind!" 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiyd, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart, You madden it, and I can never forget You!" (3) 


VERSE 4: 


kvacin misravase vraja-pati-sutasyoru-virahat 
slathac chri-sandhitvad dadhad-adhika-dairghyam bhuja-padoh 
luthan bhimau kakva vikala-vikalam gadgada-vaca 
rudan sri-gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


kvacit - once; misravase - in the house of Kasi Misra; vraja pati 
sutasya - of the prince of Vraja; uru - great; virahat - from separation; 
slathat - slackening; sri - beautiful; sandhitvat - the joints of the bones; 
dadhat - making; adhika - more; dairghyam - longness; bhuja - arms; 
padah - feet; luthan - rolling; bhiimau - on the earth; kakkvd - pitifully; 
vikala - upset; gadgada - faltering; vaca - words; rudan - crying; srt 
gaurangah - Sit Gauranga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mam 
- me; madayati - maddens. 
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Once in the house of Kasi Misra, Sri Gauranga felt so 
much separation from Krsna, the prince of Vraja that the 
joints of His bones became disconnected and His arms 
and legs were elongated. 

Sri Gauranga, Who then rolled on the ground and 
pitifully cried with a faltering anxious voice, He awakens 
in my heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Here Sri Raghunatha dasa 
reveals another one of Sri Gauranga’s very astonishing 
pastimes, which he personally witnessed. 

After the night in which Mahaprabhu dreamt of the Rasa- 
dance, He went for His morning bath and then He went on to 
see Lord Jagannatha, still absorbed in His divine trance. In the 
temple, He saw Lord Jagannatha as Murali-vadana (Krsna in 
Vrndavana, Who holds the flute to His mouth) and as He stood 
near the Garuda-pillar, one Oriyan woman stepped on His 
shoulders to see Lord Jagannatha. 

This incident caused the Lord to return to external 
consciousness and to see Jagannatha in His true form again (as 
Krsna situated in Dvaraka). Mahaprabhu saw Krsna in 
Kuruksetra again and felt very upset, as if He had lost a precious 
jewel that He just found: 


prapta ratna harailo - aiche vyagra hoila; 

visanna hoiya prabhu nija vasa aila 
bhimira upara bosi nija nakhe bhimi lekhe; 
asru ganga netre bohe, kichu nahi dekhe 
pailum vrndavana natha, puna harailum,; 
ke mora nileka krsna, kotha mui ailum 

ratri hoile svariipa ramananda loiya; 
apana monera varta kohe ughariya 
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"I’ve lost the jewel I just found!" - The Lord thought. This 
made Him upset and unhappy, and He returned to His own 
residence, where He sat on the ground and made marks in the 
soil with His nails. Tears flowed from His eyes like the current 
of the Ganga, so He could not see anything anymore. He only 
thought: 

"I've gotten the Lord of Vrndavana, and I lost Him again! Who 
has taken My Krsna? Where have I come?" 

When the night came He took Svaripa Damodara and 
Ramananda Raya into confidence and revealed His mind to 
them. 

prapta pranastacyuta vitta dtma 
yayau visadojjhita deha gehah 
grhita kapalika dharmako me 
vrndavanam sendriya-sisya vrndah 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 14) 


"I attained the treasure of Acyuta, but He went again. 
Thus I left My body and house in great sorrow and accepted 
the dharma of a Kapalika-yog7, taking My disciples, My senses, 
along to Vrndavana." 

Srila Kaviraja Gosvamipada has composed the following 
extensive song with deep meaning to explain the anxious love 
for Krsna which is expressed in the above verse: 


prapta ratna haraiya, tara guna smariyd, 
mahaprabhu santape vihvala. 
raya svaripera kantha dhari, kohe ha ha hari hari, 
dhairya gelo hoilo capala. 
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"Mahaprabhu became overwhelmed by burning emotions, 
when He lost the jewel He just found and remembered its 
qualities. Clasping Raya Ramananda and Svariipa Damodara 
around the neck, He exclaimed: "Ha ha Hari! Hari!" and He 
became restless, thereby losing His patience". 


suno bandhava! krsnera madhuri! 
yara lobhe mora mana, chadi loka veda dharma, 
yogt hoiya hoilo bhikhari. 


"Listen, O friends, as I tell you about Krsna’s sweetness, 
which made My mind so greedy that it gave up all local and 
Vedic traditions to become a yogi, a begging mendicant!" 


krsna lila mandala, suddha sankha kundala, 
godiydache suka karikara. 

sei kundala kane pori, trsnd@ lau thali dhari, 
asa jhuli kandhera upora. 


"The circle of Krsna’s pastimes is like a pure conch shell- 
earring, made by the craftsman named Sukadeva. I wear this 
earring on My ear, holding a bowl of desire made of a gourd in 
My hand, and carrying a begging-bag of hope around My 


shoulder." 


cinta kantha udhi gaya, dhili vibhiti malina kaya, 
ha ha krsna pralapa uttara. 
udvega dvadasa hathe, lobhera jhulani mathe, 
bhiksa bhave ksina kalevara. 


"My (mind’s) body wears a quilt of thoughts and is covered 


with dust and vibhiti (sacred ashes). The only thing I can reply 
is: "Ha ha Krsna!" and I wear twelve bangles of anxiety on My 
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wrists and a turban of greed on My head. My whole body is 
skinny because I subsist on begging." 


vyasa Sukadi yogijana, krsna atma niranjana, 
vraje tara yoto lilagana. 
bhagavatadi sastra-gana, koriyache varnane, 


sei tarjja padhe anuksana. 


"My mind constantly reads the descriptions of all the Vraja- 
pastimes of Krsna, the Supreme Self, Who is free from all 
attributes, told by Vyasa, Suka and other yogis with poetic 
verses in scriptures like the Srimad Bhagavata." 


dasendriya sisya kori, maha baul nama dhari, 
sisya loiya korilo gamana. 
mora deha sva sadana, visaya bhoga maha dhana 
sab chadi gela vrndavana. 


"I am named the great Baul (devotional madman) and, 
making My ten senses My disciples, I left My body, My house, 
all sense enjoyments and great wealth and I have gone to 


Vrndavana." 
ornddavane prajagana, yoto sthavara jangama, 
orksa lata grhastha asrame. 
tara ghare bhiksdtana, phala miila patrasana, 


ei urtti kore sisya sane. 


"The mobile and immobile creatures of Vrndavana, like the 
trees and vines, are living in the grhastha-dsrama (domestic 
life), and I beg for fruits and roots from their houses with My 


disciples." 
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krsna guna ripa rasa, gandha sabda parasa, 
se sudha asvade gopigana. 

ta sabhara grasa Sese, ane pancendriya sisye, 
se bhiksaya rakhena jivana. 


"The gopis relish the nectar of Krsna’s qualities, form, 
flavours, scent, sound, and touch, and My disciples, My five 
senses, take Their remnants and thus keep themselves alive." 


Sstinya kuttjja mandapa kone, yogabhyasa krsna dhyane, 
taha rohe loiyd sisyagana. 
krsna atma nirafijana, saksat dekhite mana, 
dhydne ratri kore jagarana. 


"I take My disciples to the corner of an empty grove-pavilion, 
where I meditate on Krsna in mystic trance. We directly see 
Krsna there as the Self without attributes, and we stay up all 
night meditating." 


mana krsna viyogi, duhkhe mana hoilo yogt 
se viyoge dasa dasa hoy 

se dasaya vyakula hoiya, mana gela palaiyd, 
Stinya mora Sarira Glaya. 


"When My mind became separated from Krsna, it became 
very unhappy and I became a mystic yogi. There are ten 
conditions of separation, and when My mind became agitated 
by them, He fled, leaving the abode of My body empty." 

Mahaprabhu wept and clasped Ramananda Raya and 
Svartipa Damodara around the neck, saying: 

"Alas, Svartipa, Rama Raya! Although I attained the vision of 
Krsna I lost it again! My mind has left My body and has taken 
His disciples, My ten senses, along to Vrndavana! My body is 
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now void, I have no mind, no senses! Oh! What suffering! What 
an anguish!" 

Saying this, Mahaprabhu became quiet and unconscious like 
a yogi whose meditation was broken. 

Seeing the Lord’s condition Ramananda Raya recited a verse 
which suited the Lord’s mood and Svariipa Damodara sang a 
sweet song about Krsna’s pastimes. 

In this way they managed to bring the Lord back to external 
consciousness with great effort. 

Half the night passed in this way, and when the Lord had 
slightly come back to His senses, Svartipa and Rama Raya laid 
Him to rest in His Gambhira-cell. Ramananda Raya then 
returned to his abode, but Svariipa Damodara and Govinda, 
observing the Lord’s condition, lay down to rest in front of the 
door of the Gambhira. 

The whole world was silent, lying on the lap of the goddess 
of sleep. Only the eyes of Mahaprabhu, Who was suffering the 
pangs of separation from Krsna, could not be touched by the 
goddess of sleep. He was simply crying out: 

"O Krsna! O Krsna! Where are You?" 

The lamp was flickering dimly. Svariijpa Damodara also could 
not sleep; he was simply listening to the Lord chanting Krsna’s 
names. In this way, the third quarter of the night passed. 
Suddenly the Gambhira became silent and the nectar-stream 
of the Lord’s chanting of Krsna-ndma stopped. Svariipa was 
always very anxious about the Lord’s welfare, and therefore - 


prabhura sabda na paiyd svariipa kapata koilo dire; 
tina dvara deoya ache prabhu nahi ghare 
cintita hoilo sabhe prabhu na dekhiya; 
prabhu cahi bule sabhe diyati jvaliya 
simha-dvarera uttara disaya ache eka thai; 
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tara madhye padi achena caitanya gosdi 

dekhi svaripa gosai adi anandita hoila; 
pag 

prabhura dasa dekhi puna cintita hoila 


When he did not hear anything anymore, he opened the door 
of the Gambhira and he saw that the Lord had disappeared, 
although all three doors of the cell were closed. 

All the devotees were very worried when they heard that the 
Lord was gone, and they went out with lamps to search for Him. 

After a long search, they found Him lying north of the 
Sithhadvara (the lion-gate of the Jagannatha temple). At first 
Svartipa Damodara was very happy to see the Lord, but when 
he saw the Lord’s condition, he became worried. The devotees 
saw that their golden Lord Gauranga was greyed by dust and 
that He had fallen flat on the ground in an unconscious state. 
All the joints of His bones had become disconnected and His 
arms and legs, that were already long, had become even longer. 
His bones were now just connected by the skin that covered 
them; He didn’t move, He didn’t breathe from His nose, foam 
was coming from His mouth, and the pupils of His eyes were 
left lifeless. When the devotees saw the Lord in this condition 
they were about to give up their lives and they cried out "Alas! 
Alas!" 


prabhu padi ache dirgha - hata paca chay; 
acetana deha, ndsaya svasa nahi boy 

ekeka hasta pada - dirgha tina tina hata; 

asthi granthi bhinna, carma ache matra tata 
hasta pada griva kati asthi sandhi yoto; 

ekeka vitasti bhinna hoiydche toto 
carma matra upare sandhira ache dirgha hoiya; 

duhkhita hoila sabhe prabhuke dekhiya 
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mukhe lala phena prabhura uttana nayana; 
dekhitei saba bhaktera dehe chade prana 


The devotees decided that the only way to bring the Lord 
back to life was to loudly chant the name of Krsna in His ears, 
so Svariipa Damodara and the devotees loudly chanted the 
name of Krsna in the Lord’s ear, and after a long time some 
signs of motion appeared in the Lord’s body again. 

Suddenly the Lord got up and loudly chanted "Hari! Haril". 
All His bones were connected again like before. The Lord 
looked all around and asked Svariipa: 

"Svariipa, what are you all doing here? This is the Simha-dvara! 
Why am I here?“ 

Svariipa replied: 

"My Lord, please return to Your abode and there I will tell 
You everything!" 

The Lord returned to the Gambhira with the devotees, and 
there Svariipa told Him everything that had happened. 

The Lord said: 

"I was not aware of all these things! I only know that Krsna 
appeared before Me and He disappeared again, just like a 
lightning flash!" 

(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch. 14) 


svariipa gosai tabe ucca koriyd; 
prabhura kane krsna-nama kohe bhaktagana loiya 
bahu ksane krsna nama hrdaye pasila; 
‘haribol’ boli prabhu garjiya uthila 
cetana hoite asthi sandhi lagilo; 
purva praya yathayogya sarira hoilo 
simha-dvare dekhi prabhura vismaya hoilo; 
‘kaha koro ki ‘ ei svaritpe puchilo 
svariipa kohe - utho prabhu colo nija ghara; 
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tathai tomare saba koribo gocara 
eto boli prabhu dhari ghare loiya gela; 
tahara avastha saba tanhare kohila 
Suni mahaprabhura bodo hoilo camatkara; 
prabhu kohe - kichu smrti nahiko amara 
sabe dekhi - hoy mora krsna vidyamana; 
vidyut praya dekha hoy antardhana 


Sri Raghunatha dasa has seen this wonderfully playful Lord 
personally and the remembrance of Him maddens his heart! 


hari! hari! eka dina kasi misraloye, 
bosiyachen mahaprabhu, na dekhi na suni kabhu, 
heno bhava udilo hrdaye 


"Hari Hari! One day Mahaprabhu sat down in the house of 
Kasi Misra and a mood arose in His heart which I’ve never seen 
or heard of before!" 


sri nandanandana hari, viraha avesa bhari, 
anga sandhi sab slatha hoilo. 
bhuja pada dirghakara, gadgada vadanoccara, 
bhiime podi kande savaikalya. 


"All the joints of His bones loosened when He was absorbed 
in feelings of separation from Vrajendra-Nandana Hari. 
His arms and legs became longer, He spoke with faltering 
voice, and He fell to the ground, anxiously crying." 


dre mora sondra gauranga prabhu 


hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 
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"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart You madden it and I can never forget You!" 


VERSE 5: 


anudghatya dvara-trayam uru ca bhitti-trayam aho 

vilanghyoccaih kalingika-surabhi-madhye nipatitah 
tantidyat-sankocat kamatha iva krsnoru-virahad 
virdjan gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


anudghdtya - not opening; dvara - doors; trayam - three; uru - 
great; ca - and; bhitti - walls; trayam - three; aho - O)}; vilaighya - 
crossing over; uccaih - very high; kdalitigika surabhi - cows from 
Kalinga; madhye - among; nipatitah - falling; tanu - body; udyat - 
arising; sarikocat - from shrinking; kamatha - turtle; iva - like; krsna - 
Krsna; uru - great; virahat - out of separation; virdjat - shines; sri 
gaurangah - Sri Gauraiiga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mari 
- me; madayati - maddens. 


Although the three doors of the Gambhira were closed 
and the walls were very high, the Lord managed to come 
out of the house. That Lord Gauranga, Who felt so much 
separation from Krsna that He contracted His body like 
a turtle and fell down between the cows from Kalinga, 
He awakens in my heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripida Raghunatha, who 
personally witnessed Sriman Mahaprabhu’s pastimes, now 
perceives a pastime, which took place on another day. 

One evening, the waves of Krsna-kathd and rasa-kirtana 
were freely flowing in Mahaprabhu’s solitary room, the 
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Gambhira. Srila Ramananda Raya recited verses, which fitted 
well with the Lord’s mood and Sripada Svartipa Damodara 
sweetly sang songs of Vidyapati, Candidasa and Gita Govinda 
to console the Lord, Who was suffering the pangs of separation 
from Krsna. Half the night had passed and Mahaprabhu had 
reclined on His bedding in the Gambhira. Ramananda Raya 
and Svartipa Damodara had both gone to their bedrooms, but 
Mahaprabhu, in the mood of virahini Rai, could not fall asleep. 
He passed the night loudly chanting Krsna’s names, so loud that 
His personal servant Govinda could also not sleep. 

At the end of the night the Gambhira was silent. This 
abnormal silence frightened Govinda, who doubtfully pricked 
up his ears, thinking that maybe the jewel of the Gambhira, 
Mahaprabhu, was no longer there. 

He lit up a lamp, went inside, and found that it was true. 
Govinda’s heart trembled; and saying “Ha Gauranga! Ha 
Gauranga!’ he went to Svariipa Damodara to wake him up and 
bring him the news. 

Svariipa’s head was spinning when he heard the grave news. 
He lit a torch and took different devotees with him to search 
for the Lord in the house of Kasi Misra (where the Lord was 
residing in the Gambhira), which was surrounded by three 
successive walls, but he couldn’t find the Lord anywhere. 

All the gates were locked, but still the Lord couldn’t be found 

anywhere. Everyone was speechless of astonishment. 
No one can stop the course of love. The Lord had found some 
way to cross over the three high walls and had gone outside. 
The devotees then went outside of the house and started 
searching for the Lord everywhere, until they saw an amazing 
sight that stunned them: 
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iti uti anvesiya simhadvare geld; 
gabigana madhye ydai prabhure paila 
petera bhitora hasta pada - kirmera akara; 
mukhe phena, pulakaiga netre jaladhara 
acetana podi ache yeno kusmanda phala; 
bahire jadima antare dnanda vihvala 
gabi sab caudige sunkhe prabhu anga; 
dira koile nahi chade mahaprabhura saiga 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 17,15-18) 


"They searched everywhere until they came to the lion gate, 

where they found the Lord lying between the cows. 
His arms and legs were retracted into His abdomen as if He 
was a turtle, He had foam on the mouth, goose bumps on the 
skin and tears in His eyes. He had fallen unconscious and was 
lying there like a pumpkin. 

Externally He was inert, but internally He was overwhelmed 
by ecstasy. The cows surrounded Him and sniffed at His body, 
and although the devotees tried to keep them away they would 
not leave Mahaprabhu." 

When the devotees saw Mahaprabhu’s lustrous face from a 
distance, they immediately understood: 

» This is our lost treasure, rolling in the dust between the cows 
from Kalinga, which are ecstatically sniffing His nectarean 
fragrance! But alas! Where are now the Lord’s arms that reach 
to His knees? Where are His long lotus like legs? They have 
retracted into His belly as if He is a turtle! Goose pimples are 
blossoming on His limbs, foam is coming from His mouth, and 
a vast stream of tears is flowing from His lotus petal-like eyes! 
Externally He is totally inert, but we understand from the lustre 
of His face that within Himself He is totally overwhelmed by 


~ 82 ~ 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


ecstasy! The Lord is unconscious - He looks just like a fallen 
pumpkin!" 

The devotees wanted to keep the cows away from the Lord, 
but these fortunate cows were so enchanted by the Lord’s divya 
gandha that they could not leave Him. Since the devotees were 
not able to revive the Lord on the spot, however much they 
tried, they brought Him back to the Gambhira and revived Him 
there by loudly chanting the name of Krsna into His ears. 

As soon as the Lord returned to consciousness His arms and 
legs came back to their normal position. 

The Lord got up and looked all around. Seeing Svariipa 
Damodara before Him, He asked him: 

"Where have you brought Me? I heard Krsna playing His 
flute, so I went to Vrndavana, where I saw Vrajendra-Nandana 
playing His flute. When Sri Radharani heard the call of 
Govinda’s flute She came and entered into a grove with Him, 
and I followed Them. How sweetly Radha and Madhava were 
laughing and joking with the gopis! How much They delighted 
My ears with the jingling of Their ornaments! Just at that time 
you all came and rudely disturbed Me by making all this noise! 
Alas! I could not hear this flute song, these jingling ornaments 
and Their nectarean words anymore!" 

Srila Kaviraja Gosvami has written: 


aneka korilo yatna na hoy cetana; 
prabhure uthaiya ghare anilo bhaktagana 
ucca kori Sravane kore krsna sankirtana; 
aneka ksane mahaprabhu pailo cetana 
cetana pdile hasta pada bahirailo; 
purvavat yathayogya sarira hoilo 
uthiya bosiya prabhu cahe iti uti; 
svariipe kohe - tumi ama anile koti? 
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venu Sabda suni ami gelan vrndavana; 
dekhi - gosthe venu bajaya vrajendra-nandana 
sanketa venu-ndde radha ani kufija ghare; 
kutijere colila krsna krida koribare 
tara pache pache ami korinu gamana; 
tanra bhisa dhvanite amara harilo sravana 
gopi-gana saha vihara hasa parihasa; 
kantha-dhvani ukti suni mora karnollasa 
heno kale tumi saba kolahala kori; 
ama ihan loiya aila balatkare dhari 
Sunite na pailum sei amrta sama vani; 
Sunite na pailum bhiisana muralira dhvani 


Tears streamed from the Lord’s eyes and His voice faltered 
as He spoke these words, overwhelmed by intense feelings of 
sorrow. 

After some time, the Lord told Svariipa, with a voice 
stuttering of ecstasy: 

"Svartipal My ears are dying of thirst! Please pour some 
reviving nectar of rasa in them!" 

Svariipa, knowing the Lord’s mind, sweetly sang a prayer the 
gopis had sung to Sri Krsna at the beginning of the Rasa dance: 


ka stry anga te kala padamrta venu gita 

sammohitarya caritan na calet trilokyam 
trailokya saubhagam idam ca niriksya riipam 
yad go dvija druma mrgah pulakany avibhran 


"O Krsna! Which girl would not be enchanted by Your 
nectarean flute song and thus swerve from the Vedic path of 
chastity? Even the cows, trees, deer, and birds are studded with 
goose pimples of ecstasy when they see Your form, which is the 
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fortune of beauty for all the three worlds!" (Srimad Bhagavata 
10.29.40) 

When Bhavanidhi (Mahaprabhu, the ocean of ecstatic love) 
heard this rasémrta verse sung so sweetly by Svariipa 
Damodara, hundreds of waves of ecstasy arose in His ocean- 
like heart. 

Assuming the mood of the gopis and seeing Krsna standing 
directly before Him, He angrily told Him: 


nagara! koho tumi koriya niscoy! 
ei trijagata bhari, ache yoto yogya nari, 
tomara venu kaha na akarsaya?P 


"O Hero! Tell Me decisively, which qualified girl within the 
three worlds would not be attracted by Your flute song?" 


koilo yoto venu dhvani, siddha mantradi yogini, 
ditt hoiya mohe nartra mana 
mahotkantha badaiya, aryapatha chadaiya, 
ani tomaya kore samarpand. 


"Your flute song is like a yogini who acts like a diiti expert in 
pronouncing perfect mantras which enchant the women’s 
minds, increase their great eagerness, make them give up their 
virtuous traditions and finally make them surrender to You". 


dharma chadaya venu dvare, hane kataksa kama sare, 
lajja bhaya sakala chadaya 
ebe amaya kori rosa, _ kohi pati-tyage dosa, 
dharmika hoiya dharma sikhaya 
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"With Your flute-playing You cause them to give up religious 
principles and when You pierce them with Your arrow-like 
glances You make them give up all shame and fear. Now You 
are angry at us and say that it is wrong of us to give up our 
husbands. Now You suddenly become very religious and teach 
us religious principles!" 


anya katha anya mana, bahire anya acarana, 
ei sab Satha paripati 

tumi jano parihasa, hoy narira sarva nasa, 
chado ei sab kutinati 


"You say one thing but You think something else, and again 
You act differently. This is all false hypocrisy! You know how to 
ruin the women with Your jokes. Stop all this trickery now!" 


venu-ndda amrta ghole, amrta samana mitha bole, 
amrta samana bhiisana sinjita 
tina amrte hare kana, hare mana hare prana, 
kemone nari dharibeka cita. 


"The sound of Your flute is like nectarean buttermilk. Your 
speech is like nectar and the jingling of Your ornaments are 
nectarean also. These three ambrosias steal our ears, our minds, 
and our life-airs. How will a woman stay alive in this way?" 

All the other hundreds of waves of emotion in the Lord’s 
ocean-like heart are described in Sri Caitanya Caritamrta. 

Si Raghunatha dasa says: 
"This astonishingly playful S1i Gaurahari awakens in my heart 
and maddens me!" 
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Sayana mandire gorda raya. 
krsnera viraha bhare, mandire rahite nare, 
bahire yaite mana dhaya. 


"Lord Gora (Gaura) could not remain in His bedroom. He 
felt so much separation from Krsna that His mind ran out of the 
house." 


krsnera virahe radha, yeno utkanthita sada, 
krsna venu suni bone yan. 
ei mata dcambite, vamst pdiyd sunite, 
avege bahire yete can. 


"Just as eager Virahint Radha instantly went into the forest 
when She heard Krsna’s flute, the Lord also anxiously wanted 
to leave His room when He heard this flute." 


tina dvara ache ruddha, tina bhitti ucca airdhva 
taha langhe avesera bole. 
teleniga gaiyera majhe, dekhi gora rasardje, 
podi ache svasa nahi cole. 


"The three doors were closed and the three walls 
surrounding the house of Kasi Misra were very high, but in 
great ecstasy the Lord managed to come out. 

Now I see that Gora-rasardja having fallen between the cows 
of Tailanga, is not breathing anymore." 


bhave bujhe nahi yaya, prabhu dekhi kiirma praya, 
anga sab sankucita ange. 
anvesiya bhaktagana, dipa jvdali darasana, 


kore kirmakrti srt gaurange. 
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"His moods can’t be understood. Now I see the Lord looking 
like a turtle, having all His limbs retracted into His body. When 
the devotees went out to search for Sri Gauranga, holding 
burning torches in their hands, they found Him in this 
Kurmakrti (turtle-form)." 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart You madden it, and I can never forget You!" 


VERSE 6: 


svakiyasya pranarbuda-sadrsa-gosthasya virahat 
pralapan unmadat satatam ati kurvan vikala-dhih 
dadhad bhittau sasvad vadana-vidhu-gharsena rudhiram 
ksatottham gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


svakiyasya - of His own; prana - life-airs; arbuda - billions; sadrsa 
- as if; gosthasya - of Vraja; virahat - out of separation; pralapan 
unmadat - from speaking madly; satatam - constantly; ati - very; 
kurvan - doing; vikala - upset; dhih - consciousness; dadhat - oozing 
forth; bhittau - on the wall; sasvat - constantly; vadana - face; vidhu - 
moon; gharsena - by rubbing; rudhiram - blood; ksata - bruises; 
utthari - coming forth; srt gauraigah - Sri Gauraiiga; hrdaya - heart; 
udayat - awakening; mam - me; madayati - maddens. 


Sri Gauranga, Who was constantly speaking like a 
crazy person because of His intense feelings of 
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separation from the Gostha (Vraja), which is billions of 
times dearer to Him than His own life-airs, and Who 
therefore rubbed His moon-like face against the wall in 
great agitation, causing blood to ooze out from the 
resultant injuries, He rises in my heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Another vision of Sriman 
Mahaprabhu’s madly ecstatic pastimes arises in Sripada 
Raghunatha’s heart. 

Sriman Mahaprabhu is known as matr-bhakta siromani, the 
crown jewel of sons devoted to their mothers. 

Every year He sent Jagadananda Pandita from Puri to 
Navadvipa to console His mother, who was suffering from 
separation of Her Prana Gaura. 

Once Jagadananda met Sri Advaita Acarya in Santipura, and 
Advaita Prabhu took the opportunity to send a message along 
to Mahaprabhu in the form of a riddle through Jagadananda — 


prabhuke kohiyo amara koti namaskara; 
ei nivedana tara carane amara: 
baulke kohiyo - loke hoilo baul; 
baulke kohiyo - hate na bikaya caul 
baulke kohiyo - kaje nahiko aul; 
baulke kohiyo - tha kohiyache baul 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya lila chapter 19) 


"Tell the Lord that I offer Him millions of obeisances and 
submit this message to His lotus feet: 
Tell the Baul (religious madman) that all the people have 
become Baul (mad with ecstatic love of God). 
Tell the Baul that there is no more rice on the marketplace. 
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Tell the Baul that there is no more work for the dul (same as 
Baul). 
Tell the Baul that this was spoken by (another) Baul." 

When Jagadananda returned to Puri, he laughed and gave 
this sonnet from Advaita Prabhu to the Lord, Who simply said: 
"Whatever He orders", and became silent again. 

Svartipa Damodara then told the Lord: 

"Prabhu, I can’t understand anything of this sonnet!", so the 

Lord gave him the following hint: 


prabhu kohe - acarya pijaka prabala; 
agama sastrera vidhi vidhane kusala 
upasand lagi deve kore ahvana; 
puja lagi kotho kala kore nirodhana. 
puja nirvaha hoile pache kore visarjana; 
tarjara na jani artha - kiba tara mon? 
maha yogesvara acarya tarjate samartha; 
amiho bujhite nari tarajara artha 


"The Lord said: "Advaita Acarya is a powerful temple-priest, 
and He knows the injunctions of the Vedic scriptures perfectly. 
He calls the deity for being worshipped and He keeps Him for 
some time. After He finishes the worship He sends the deity 
off again. I don’t know the meaning of the sonnet, nor do I know 
what’s on His mind! Advaita Acarya is a great mystic, who can 
write deep riddles. I also can’t understand their meaning." 

The Lord meant to say, that Advaita Acarya had called Him 
down to earth to distribute ecstatic devotion to God, and now, 
that His mission was accomplished, Advaita told Him it now 
was time for Him to go, and so he bade Him farewell with this 


riddle. 
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Sri Krsna dasa Kaviraja has written: 


sei dina hoite prabhura ara dasa hoilo; 
krsnera viccheda dasa dviguna badhilo 
unmdda pralapa cesta kore ratri dine; 

radha bhavavese viraha badhe anuksane 

acambite sphure krsnera mathura gamana; 

udghirna dasa hoilo unmdda laksana 

ramanandera gala dhari kore pralapana; 
svariipe puchaye mani nija sakhi-jana 
purve yeno visakhake radhika puchila; 

sei Sloka podi pralapa korite lagila 


"From that day on, the Lord’s condition changed. 
His feelings of separation from Krsna doubled in intensity. 
Day and night He was speaking and acting like a madman, and 
His feelings of Radha in separation increased at every moment. 
Suddenly He had a transcendental vision of Krsna’s departure 
(from Vraja) to Mathura and His madness began to show all 
signs of the udghtrna-stage. Embracing Ramananda Raya 
around the neck, He spoke like mad, and he asked Svaritipa 
Damodara questions as if he were His sakhi (girlfriend). 
Just as Radhika previously inquired from Visakha, He began to 
utter the following verse as if He had gone mad: 


kva nanda kula candramah kva sikhi candrakdlankrtih 
kva mandra murali ravah kva nu surendra nila dyutih 
kva rasa rasa tandavi kva sakhi jiva raksausadhi 
nidhir mama suhrttamah kva bata hanta va dhig vidhim 


(Lalita Madhava Act ITI) 
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"O Sakhi! Where is the moon from Nanda’s clan, Whose crest 
is decorated with peacock feathers? Where is His soft flute- 
playing, and where is His splendor of sapphires? Where is that 
rasika Rasa-dancer, the herb that can save My life? Where is 
My jewel, My most beloved One? O! Curses be on fate!" 
Nothing in the world can compare to Sri Krsna dasa Kaviraja’s 
song-translation of this verse written by Srila Ripa Gosvami: 


orajendra kula dugdha sindhu, krsna tahe ptirna indu, 
fe) onere 
janmi koilo jagat ujora. 
kantyamrta yevd piye, nirantara piyd jiye, 
vrajajanera nayana cakora. 


"The family of Vraja’s king Nanda is like the milk-ocean, 
Krsna is the full moon, which rose from that ocean to illuminate 
the world, and the eyes of the Vrajavasis are like Cakora-birds, 
which keep themselves alive by constantly drinking the nectar 
of His luster". 


sakhi he! kotha krsna koraho darsana! 
ksaneka yahara mukha, nd dekhile phate buka, 
stghra dekhao na rahe jivana. 


"O sakhi! Show Me My Krsna! Where is He? If I don’t see 
His face even for a moment, My heart breaks! Quickly show 
Him to Me, otherwise I will die!" 


ei vrajera ramani, kamarka tapta kumudini, 
nija karamrta diya dana. 
praphullita kore yei, kaha mora candra sei, 
dekhao sakhi rakho mora prana! 
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"Where is My moon, Who soothes the Vraja-gopis, who are 
like lilies, burning in the sunshine of lust, and Who makes them 
blossom by giving them His nectarean hands (moonrays)? Show 
Him to Me, O sakhi, and thus save My life!" 


kaha se ciidara thana, __ sikhi piftchera udana, 
nava meghe yeno indra dhanu 
pitambara tadid dyuti, mukta mala baka pankti, 
navambuda jini syama tanu. 


"Where is that peacockfeather-crown, looking like a rainbow 
upon a new cloud? His yellow dhoti shines like lightning, His 
pearl necklace resembles a row of ducks, and His whole body 
looks like a fresh raincloud!" 


eka bara yara nayane lage, sada tara hrdaye jage, 
krsna tanu yeno amra atha. 
ndrira mana paise haya, yatne nahi bahiraya, 
tanu nahe, seyd kulera kanta 


"When that body of Krsna, which resembles mango-sap, 
once catches the eyes, it always awakens within the heart. Alas! 
When He enters into the women’s minds, they can’t get Him 
out anymore, not even with the greatest effort! It is not a body, 
it is a thorn of the Seya berry-tree!" 


jiniyad tamala dyuti, indranila sama kanti, 
sei kanti jagata mataya. 
Srigara rasa tate chani, tate candra jyotsnd sani, 


jani vidhi niramilo taya. 


"His luster, which defeats that of a Tamala-tree and which 
resembles a sapphire, maddens the whole world! I know that 
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the Creator has made it transparant by refining the essence of 
erotic flavours and by mixing it with moonshine." 


kaha se muralt dhvani, navabhra garjita jini, 
jagadakarse sravane yahara. 
uthi dhaya vrajajana, trsita cataka gana, 
asi piye kantyamrta dhara. 


"Where is that flute sound, which defeats the rumbling of 
fresh clouds and which attracts the ears of everyone in the 
world? The people of Vraja get up and run to drink the nectar 
of this luster like thirsty Cataka-birds!" 


mora sei kalanidhi, prana raksa mahausadhi, 
sakhi! mora teho suhrttama. 
deha jiye taha vine, dhik ei jivane, 
vidhi kore eto vidambana. 


"That Kalanidhi (the moon-like Krsna, or the ocean of arts) 
of Mine is the great medicine that saves My life. O Sakhi! He’s 
My dear most beloved! Curses be on this life that I remain alive 
without Him! How the Creator has deprived Mel" 

(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 19 ch.) 

In this way the Lord restlessly lamented in different ways, 
becoming very impatient with agitation. Svartipa Damodara 
and Ramananda Raya consoled Him by singing different songs 
about Radha and Krsna’s meeting to Him. That surely pacified 
the Lord to some extent, but it did not altogether silence the 
resonance of His mad utterances, which came out of His 
burning heart through His mouth like high flames in the form 
of words. In this way half of the night passed. 
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After Svarupa and Rama Raya laid the Lord to rest in the 
Gambhira, Ramananda (being a householder) returned to his 
own abode, while Svartipa Damodara and Govinda took rest by 
the door of the Gambhira. The Lord stayed awake, loudly 
chanting Krsna’s names. 

While Svartipa and Govinda were overcome by sleep, a 
heart-rending thing happened within the Gambhira: 
Mahaprabhu’s feelings of separation increased to such an 
extent that He began to rub His face against the walls, making 
big wounds on His nose, mouth, and cheeks, from where blood 
oozed out. 

The Lord spent the rest of the night in this terrible condition, 
making sounds like gon gon, totally overwhelmed by ecstasy. 
These sounds of gon gon awoke Svarupa, who lit up a torch and 
entered the Gambhira. When he saw the Lord’s condition, he 
was greatly shocked and cried out: "Alas! Alas!" 

His heart broke when he saw that blood was dripping from the 
Lord’s nose, mouth, and cheeks, and with the help of Govinda, 
he managed to pacify the Lord somewhat. Svariipa asked: " 
My Lord! What have You done?" 

The Lord replied: 

"What can I do? I can’t stay in this room when My heart is so 
startled! I looked for the door, but I couldn’t find it anywhere! 
In this way I injured My cheeks, mouth and nose at the walls, 
causing them to bleed! O Svariipa! Where is My Krsna, Who is 
dearer to Me than millions of My own life-airs? I could not see 
Him! What can I do now, and where should I go, tell Me!" 


ei mata vilapite ardha ratri gelo; 
gambhirate svariipa gosai prabhuke soyailo 
prabhuke soydiya ramananda gela ghare; 
svariipa govinda suilo gambhirara dvare 


G5 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


premavese mahaprabhura gara gara mana; 
nama sankirtana kore bosi kore jagarana 
virahe vyakula prabhura udvega uthila; 
gambhirara bhittye mukha gharsite lagila 
mukhe gande nake ksata hoilo apara; 
bhavavese na jane prabhu pode rakta dhara 
sarva ratri kore bhave mukha saigharsana; 
gon gon sabda kore svaripa sunilo tokhon 
dipa joali ghare gelo, dekhi prabhura mukha; 
svaripa govinda donhara hoilo maha-duhkha 
prabhuke sayydate ani susthira korilo; 
kahan koile ei tumi? svariipa puchilo 
prabhu kohe - udvege ghare nd pari rahite; 
dvara cahi buli sighra bahire hoite 
dvara nahi pai, mukha lage cari bhite; 
ksata hoya rakta pade nda pari ydite 


This Gauraiga, Who performs such astonishing pastimes, 
awakens in Sri Raghunatha dasa’s heart and maddens him. 


eka dina se apana, pranarbuda samana, 
vraja lagi virahe vibhora. 
korena pralapa ati, tapa vikala mati, 
avirata unmadera ghora. 


"One day the Lord was so absorbed in feelings of separation 
from Vraja, which is dearer to Him than billions of life-airs, that 
He spoke like mad with a greatly disturbed mind, being 
constantly inebriated." 


bahire ydite can, ydite nd paiya puna, 
bhitte gharse vadana kamala. 
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pode rudhirera dhara, mukhe gande apara, 
heri svariipa govinda vikala. 


"He wanted to go out of His room, but He couldn’t, so He 
rubbed His lotus face against the walls, causing a lot of blood to 
ooze from His mouth and cheeks. Seeing this, Svartipa and 
Govinda were very upset." 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiya, mdataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my heart 
You madden it, and I can never forget You 


VERSE 7: 


kva me kaéntah krsnas tvaritam iha tam lokaya sakhe 
tvam eveti dvaradhipam abhivadann unmada iva 
drutam gaccha drastum priyam iti tad-uktena dhrta-tad- 
bhujantar gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


kva - where; me - my; kantah - lover; krsnah - Krsna; tuaritam - 
quickly; iha - here; tari - Him; lokaya - show; sakhe - O friend!; tvam 
- You; eva - only; iti - thus; dvdradhipam - gatekeeper; abhidadhann 
- saying; unmada - mad; iva - as if; drutam - quickly; gaccha - go; 
drastum - for seeing; priyam - beloved; iti - thus; tad - His; uktena - 
by words; dhrta - holding; tad - his; bhuja - arm; anta - end; sri 
gauraigah - Sri Gauraiga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; man 
- me; madayati - maddens. 
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Sri Gauratiga, Who in madness told the gatekeeper of 
the Jagannatha temple: "O friend! Where is My lover 
Krsna? Show Him quickly to Me!", and Who was then 
taken into the temple by that gatekeeper, who told Him: 
"Quickly come and see Your beloved! “, He rises in my 
heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: One confidential, honey-sweet 
Nilacala-pastime of Sri Gauranga follows the other in Si 
Raghunatha dasa Gosvamis enlightened consciousness, 
maddening his heart, which is burning in separation from Sri 
Gaurahari. 

One day Mahaprabhu very anxiously went to the temple to 
see Sri Jagannatha-deva. When the gatekeeper of the temple 
saw the Lord’s ecstatic eagerness, he came in front of the 
doorway and offered his obeisances unto the Lord. 

The Lord suddenly took his hand and anxiously asked him with 
tear filled eyes: 

"O My friend! Where is My Krsna? I can’t stay calm for even a 
moment without Him anymore! Quickly show Me My Prana 
Vallabha, I can’t wait even half a moment anymore!" 

When the gatekeeper of the temple saw Mahaprabhu’s 
eagerness, he also became anxious and said: 

"Come, I will show You Your Prana Vallabha Sri Krsna right 
now!" 

So he took Mahaprabhu by the hand inside the temple and 
showed Him Sri Jagannatha-deva, saying: 

"Here is Your Prananatha Sri Krsna! Look to Your heart’s 
fulfillment!" 

Mahaprabhu stood near the Garuda-pillar and gazed at 
Jagannatha with thirsty eyes. 
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He saw Lord Jagannatha as Krsna playing His enchanting 
flute, and so His eyes and all His other senses drowned in the 
vast ocean of Krsna’s sweetness. 

About this Sripada Kaviraja Gosvami has written this sweet 


story: 


eka dina prabhu gela jagannatha darsane; 
simha-dvarera dalai asi korilo vandane 
tare kohe - kaha krsna mora prananatha; 
‘more krsna dekhao’ boli dhare tara hatha 
sei kohe - than hoy vrajendranandana; 
aiso tumi mora sange, koran darsana 
tumi mora sakha, dekhao kahan prananatha; 
eto boli jaga mohana gela dhari tara hatha 
sei bole - ei dekho sri purusottama; 
netra bhariya tumi koroho dargana 
garudera pache rahi kore darasana; 
dekhena - jagannatha hoy murali-vadana 


The pastime the Lord performed the next day, was also 
greatly astonishing, for it revealed the great glories of Sri 
Mahaprasada. Although Sripada Raghunatha did not mention 
this event in the original verse, we still mention this shortly for 
the relish of the devotees, quoting from Si Caitanya 
Caritamrta. 

When Mahaprabhu was bereft of external consciousness, He 
drank the nectar of Sri Krsna’s form. Just then the drati- 
conchshells and bells for the Gopala-ballabha-bhoga-offering 
were ringing. 

After removing the bhoga from the altar, the pijaris of 
Jagannatha came to the Lord, taking prasdda and garlands with 
them, hanging the prasddi garlands around His neck and 


~99 ~ 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


placing the prasddi foodstuffs in His hand. They asked the Lord 
to relish some of this precious prasdda, so the Lord placed 
some of it in His mouth and had Govinda tie the rest in the 
endpiece of his cloth. 

When the Lord relished the remnants of Sri Krsna’s lips, 
which were millions of times more relishable than nectar, the 
Lord became overwhelmed with great ecstatic love and 
continued to repeat the saying sukrti labhya phela-lava (even a 
fragment of this is rarely attained through great merit). 


sukrti labhya phela-lava bole bara bara; 
isvara sevaka puche - prabhu! ki artha ihara 
prabhu kohe - ei ye dile krsnadharamrta; 
brahmadi durlabha ei - nindaye amrta 
krsnera ye bhuktavasesa tara phela nama; 
tara eka lava paya sei bhagyavan 
samanya bhagya hoite tara prapti nahi hoy; 
krsnera yate ptirna krpa sei taha paya 
sukrti sabde kohe - krsna krpa hetu punya; 
sei yara hoy phela paya sei dhanya 
eto boli prabhu tan sabhare vidaya dila; 
upala bhoga dekhiyda prabhu nija vasa aila 


"sukrti labhya phela lava", the Lord said again and again. The 
pujart of Lord Jagannatha inquired: 
"O master! What does that mean?" 
The Lord said: 

"What you gave Me is Sri Krsna’s lip-nectar, which is rarely 
attained even by Brahma and other gods and which rebukes the 
taste of nectar. The food-remnants of Sri Krsna are called phela, 
and anyone who attains even a crumb of it is fortunate. This is 
not attained through ordinary fortune - it is attained by those 


~ 100 ~ 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


who receive Krsna’s full mercy. The word sukrti here does not 
mean ordinary virtue, but the mercy of Sri Krsna. Anyone who 
gets even a drop of it is fortunate." Saying this, the Lord took 
leave of them all. After seeing the Upala Bhoga Arati the Lord 
returned to His own abode." 

The Lord had returned to the Gambhira indeed, but His 
mind and heart remained agitated the whole day by the intense 
vision of Sri Krsna’s lip-nectar. In the evening all the devotees 
came to see the Lord, surrounding Him as the stars surround 
the golden Gaura-moon. A stream of Krsna-katha was released. 
On the Lord’s indication Govinda brought prasdda, and the 
Lord first had some sent to Paramananda Puri and 
Brahmananda Bharati (the Lord’s Godbrothers). Then He had 
the rest divided amongst the others, like Svariipa, Ramananda 
and Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya. 

Everyone experienced the extraordinary sweetness and 
fragrance of the prasdda. Everyone was astonished by the 
extraordinary flavours and the Lord briefly told them about the 
transcendental status of the prasdda: 


prabhu kohe - ei sab prakrta dravya; 
aiksava karpiira marica elaci labanga gavya 
rasavasa gudatvak adi yoto saba; 
prakrta vastura svadu, sabhara anubhava 
sei dravyera ei svddu gandha lokatita; 
asvada koriya dekho sabhara pratita 
asvada dire rahu, yara gandhe mate mana; 
apana vinu anya madhurya koraya vismarana 
tate ei dravye krsnadhara sparsa hoilo; 
adharera guna sab ihate saticarilo 
alaukika gandha svadu - anya vismarana; 
maha madaka ei krsnadharera guna 
aneka sukrte ihara hoiydche samprapti; 
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sabhei adsvada koro kori mahabhakti 
hari dhwani kori sabhe koilo dsvadana; 
asvadite preme matta hoilo sabhara mana 


"The Lord said: "These ingredients, like cane-sugar, 
camphor, black pepper, cardamom, cloves, ghi, spices, and 
licorice, are all material. Everyone has tasted them before, but 
now these dishes have an extraordinary taste and fragrance. 
Everyone should taste it and experience it. What to speak of the 
taste, even the fragrance is maddening and makes one forget all 
other sweetnesses but its own! The nectar of Krsna’s lips have 
touched it and has infused the qualities of these lips in the food. 
The attributes of Krsna’s lips are greatly intoxicating and their 
extraordinary fragrance and taste make one forget all other 
experiences. This is attained by the performance of many pious 
acts. Now you all relish this with great devotion." 

Everyone then relished the prasdda while chanting Hari- 
nama, all going totally crazy with prema." 

In the process the Lord’s mind and heart entered into the 
deep kingdom of relishing Krsna’s lip-nectar. The Lord became 
absorbed in the mood of Sri Radha, like She would be relishing 
the remnants of Sri Krsna’s meal. How many hundreds of waves 
of pride and self-esteem were not there, on which the Lord’s 
heart floated in all directions? 

On the Lord’s order, Ramananda who understood the Lord’s 
heart then recited a verse from the Gopi Gita 
(Bhag. 10.31.14): 


surata vardhanan goka naganam 

svarita venund susthu cumbitam 
itara raga vismadranam nrnam 
vitara vira nas te’dharamrtam 
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When the Lord heard this verse He wonderfully explained 
His relishing of it in ecstatic love: 


tanu mana kore ksobha, badhaya surata lobha, 
harsa sokadi bhava vinasoy 
pasaraya anya rasa, jagat kore atmavasa, 
lajja dharma dhairya kore ksoya 
nagara, suno! tomara adhara carita 
mataya narira mona, jihvd kore akarsana, 
vicarite sab viparita! 


"O Hero! Listen to the nature of Your lips! They agitate the 
body and mind, increase lusty desires, and destroy all other 
sentiments like joy and sorrow! They make one forget all other 
flavours, they control the whole world and destroy saintly 
qualities such as shyness, religiousness, and patience! They 
madden the minds of the women, attract the tongue, and turn 
all situations upside down!" 


achuka narira kdja, kohite vasiye laja, 
tomara adhara bodo dhrsta raya 
puruse kore akarsana, apanda piydite mana, 
anya rasa sab pasaraya 


"This may be the work of women, but I am ashamed to say 
that Your lips are so bold that they even attract Your flute, 
which is male. They make it drink as much nectar as they want 
to and make it forget all other flavours!" 


sacetana rahu diire, acetana sacetana kore, 
tomara adhara - bodo bajikara 
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tomara venu suskendhana, tara janmaya indriya mana, 
tara Gpand piydya nirantara 


"What to speak of conscious beings, they make even 
unconscious beings conscious! Your lips are great magicians! 
Your flute is just a dry piece of wood, but Your lips give it a 
mind and senses and make it drink themselves!" 


venu dhrsta purusa hoiya, — purusddhara piya piyd, 
gopi-gane jandya nija pana, 
aho Suno gopi-gana, bole piyo tomara dhana 
tomara yadi thake abhimana 


"This flute is a bold male who drinks the lips of another male, 
telling the gopis: "O gopis! Listen! Drink Your property by force 
if you think you can!" 


tabe more krodha kori, lajja bhaya dharma chadi, 
chadi dimu koro asi pana 
nahe pimu nirantara, tomaya mora nahiko dara, 
anye dekhon trnera samana 


"Then the flute angrily told Me: "Give up Your shame, fear 
and religion and come to drink the nectar of Krsna’s lips! On 
that condition I shall give them up. If you don’t give up your 
attachments to virtue, though, I will keep on drinking it forever 
more. I’m a little afraid of You gopis, for you may have the 
power to compete with me, but all others I consider to be no 
more than blades of grass!" 

In this way the stream of Mahaprabhu’s ecstasy flowed wider 
and wider, and the minds and hearts of Svartipa, Ramananda 
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and others were like fishes, which were swimming in the waves 
of this ecstasy. 

Sit Raghunatha dasa says: "That Bhavanidhi (that ocean of 
ecstasy), $17 Gaurasundara, awakens in my heart and maddens 
me with ecstasy! 


ekada gokula cande, darsana mana sadhe, 
thakura mandire coli yay 
dvare ache dauvarika, tare dekhi samadhika, 


bhavonmdade matta gora raya. 


"One day Lord Gora went to the temple with a strong desire 
to see Krsna, the moon of Gokula, and when He saw the 
gatekeeper standing at the gate, He became even more 
ecstatic." 


tare kohe ohe suno, tumi se bandhu apana, 
bolo kotha se prana govinda? 
prabhura sambhasa suni, dauvarika se apani, 
kohe bujhi bhava anubhava. 
coloho tvarite dekho, tomara se prana-sakha, 
eto Suni dhare tara hata. 
radhika bhavita mati, nije gopi pranapati, 
apane boloye prananatha. 


"He told the gatekeeper: "O Listen, You are My friend! Tell 
Me, where is My Prana Govinda?" 
Hearing the Lord’s words, the gatekeeper understood the 
Lord’s mood and said: "Come quickly and see Your heart’s 
friend". 

Then he took the Lord, Who had assumed the mood of Sri 
Radhika, considering Himself to be a gopi and Krsna to be His 
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(Her) Pranapati, by the hand and brought Him to His 
Prananatha." 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart You madden it and I can never forget You!" 


VERSE 8: 


samipe nilddres cataka-giri-rajasya kalanad 
aye gosthe govardhana-giri-patim lokitum itah 
vrajann asmity uktvd pramada iva dhavann avadhrto 
ganaih svair gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


samipe - nearby; niladreh - of Puri; cataka girirdjasya - of the great 
Cataka-Hill; kalandd - from seeing; gosthe - in Vraja; govardhana 
giripatim - Govardhana Hill; lokitum - seeing; itah - there; vrajann - 
going; asmi - I am; iti - thus; uktvd - having said; pramada - mad; iva 
-as if; dhavann - running; avadhrta - being held; ganaih - by devotees; 
Sri gaurangah - Sri Gauraiga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; 
mam - me; madayati - maddens. 


Sri Gauranga Who saw the great Cataka Parvata Hill 
nearby and told His friends: 
"O friends! ’'m going from here (Puri) to Vraja to see 
Govardhana Hill!", that Gauranga Who began to run 
towards the Cataka-Hill like mad and Who was 
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ultimately captured by His well-wishing friends, He 
awakens in my heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Here Srila Raghunatha dasa 

once more perceives an ecstatic pastime of Sriman 
Mahaprabhu in His most ecstatic Vraja-mood. 
Although the Lord resided at Jagannatha Puri, His mind was 
always absorbed in thinking of Vraja and of Krsna’s Vraja- 
pastimes. His mind was particularly absorbed in the intimate 
pastime-places of S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava — 

Vrndavana, the Rasa-sthali, Yamuna, Giriraja Govardhana 
and so on. 

When He saw a forest He thought it was Vindavana, when 
He saw a river He took it to be the Yamuna, and when He saw 
a hill He thought it to be Govardhana Hill. 

Any incitement of Vraja, which appeared before His external 
eyes immediately assumed the transcendental form it was 
mistaken for. 

The Lord always meditated on the sweetness and beauty of 
Govardhana Hill and on the wonderful intimate pastimes, 
which were performed there by Sri Krsna. 

It was in this condition that Bhavanidhi Gaurasundara once 
went out of the Gambhira and headed towards the ocean, 
feeling great separation from Krsna. His physical servant 
Govinda followed Him. 

Suddenly the Lord saw the Cataka Parvata Hill and His 
external consciousness vanished. He was convinced that He 
had come to Vrajabhiimi and that He was now facing Giriraja 
Govardhana. 

Srila Kaviraja Gosvamipada has written: 
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eka dina mahaprabhu samudra ydito; 
cataka parvata dekhilo acambite 
govardhana Saila jnane avista hoila; 
parvata disate prabhu dhaiyd colila 


"One day Mahaprabhu went to the ocean and when He saw 
the Cataka Parvata He suddenly remembered Govardhana Hill 
and ran towards it". 


hantayam adrir abala haridasa varyo 
yad rama-krsna carana sparsa pramodah 
mdnam tanoti saha go-ganayos tayor yat 
paniya siiyavasa kandara kanda milath 


"O girls! This mountain is the best of Lord Hari’s servants, 
and he feels very happy when Krsna and Balarama’s lotus feet 
touch him! He gives all honour to Them and Their cows by 
providing them with water for drinking, soft grass, caves and 
roots!" 

(Bhagavata 10.21.18) 


ei Sloka podi prabhu cole vayu vege; 
govinda dhailo pache, nahi paya lage 
phukara padilo, maha kolahala hoilo; 
yei yaha chilo, sei uthiya dhailo 
svariipa jagadananda pandita gadadhara; 
ramai nanddai nilai pandita sankara 
purt bharati gosai aila sindhu-tire; 
bhagavan acarya khanija colila dhire dhire 
prathame colila prabhu yeno vayu-gati; 
stambha bhava pathe hoilo - colite nahi sakti 
prati roma kiipe mamsa branera akara; 
tara upore romodgama kadamba prakara 
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prati rome prasveda pade rudhirera dhara; 
kantha gharghara - nahi varnera uccara 
dui netra bhari asru bohoye apara; 
samudre mililo yeno ganga-yamuna dhara 
vaivarnye sankha-praya sveta hoilo aga; 
tabe kampa uthe yeno samudra taraiga 
kampite kanpite prabhu bhimite podila; 
tabe to govinda prabhura nikate aila 


"While the Lord recited this verse, He ran forwards with the 
speed of the wind. Govinda ran after Him, but was not able to 
catch up with Him. A cry resounded and then a great tumult 
arose as all the devotees got up and began to follow the Lord. 
Svartipa Damodara, Jagadananda, Gadadhara Pandita, Ramii, 
Nandai, Nilai, Sankara Pandita, Paramananda Puri and 
Brahmananda Bharati all came to the shore of the ocean, where 
the Lord was, slowly followed by the lame Bhagavan Acarya. 
At first the Lord ran as fast as the wind, but later He did not 
have the power to go on anymore. All the pores of His skin were 
opened and blood and sweat oozed from them. His hairs stood 
on end like blossoming Kadamba-flowers and He could not 
pronounce any words, only some gargling sounds. 

Endless streams of tears flowed from His eyes like the currents 
of the Ganga and Yamuna that meet the ocean, He became as 
pale as a conchshell, and the shiverings that came over His body 
resembled the waves of the ocean. 

Just as Govinda caught up with Him, the Lord shivered and fell 
to the ground. 

Govinda sprinkled the Lord with water from His karoa 
(earthen pot) and fanned Him with his bahirvasa (outer cloth 
of a sannydast). Then Svariipa and the other devotees appeared 
on the scene. 
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Seeing the Lord’s condition, all the devotees cried and said: 
"Alas! Alas!" 

Svartipa Damodara loudly chanted Krsna’s name into the 
Lord’s ear and another devotee sprinkled the Lord’s body with 
cold water. After they had repeated this many times the Lord 
suddenly got up and said "Hari Bol!" causing the devotees to 
erupt into an ecstatic Hari-kirtana. 

Hundreds of people had come to the shore of the ocean now, 
and they all joined in the ecstatic Hari-kirtana. 

The Lord, in half-external consciousness, looked all around 
Him and His eyes filled with wonder. He couldn’t find what He 
was looking for, so He asked Svaritipa, who stood before Him: 


govardhana hoite more ke than anilo; 
paiya krsnera lila dekhite na pailo 
ihan hoite ai mui gelum govardhana; 
dekhon yadi krsna kore godhana carana 
govardhane codhi krsna bajaila venu; 
govardhane caudike care sab dhenu 
venu-ndda suni aila radha thakurani; 
tara riipa bhava sakhi! varnite na jani 
radha loiya krsna pravesila kandarate; 
sakhigana kohe moke phula uthaite 
heno kale tumi sab kolahola koila; 
taha hoite dhari more than loiya aila 
kene va anila more vrtha duhkha dite?; 
paiyd krsnera lila na pailum dekhite 
eto boli mahaprabhu korena krandana; 
tara dasa dekhi vaisnava korena rodana 


"Who has taken Me here away from Govardhana Hill? I saw 
Krsna’s pastimes, but now I can’t see them anymore! Today I 
went to Govardhana Hill to see if Krsna was maybe tending His 


~ 110 ~ 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


cows there. Krsna mounted the Hill and began to play His flute, 
while the cows were grazing on and around the Hill. Hearing 
the flute song Sri Radha came to see Krsna there. 

O sakhi! I don’t know how to describe Her form and Her 
mood! Krsna took Radha into a cave and the sakhis told Me to 
go and pick some flowers! Just then you came and made all this 
noise, taking Me away from there! 

Why have You made Me so unhappy by taking Me here? I 
saw Krsna’s pastimes, but now I can’t see them anymore!" 
When Mahaprabu said this He began to weep, and when the 
Vaisnavas saw this, they also began to weep. 

Meanwhile Brahmananda Bharati and Paramananda Puri 
also came to the spot, and the Lord assumed His external mood 
again. 

Becoming somewhat shy and uneasy, He offered His 
obeisances at their feet and asked them: 

"Why have you come from so far to see Me here?" 
Paramananda Puri said: "We came here to see Your dancing!" 
The Lord became shy when He heard this and smiled slightly. 
Knowing that it was time for His bath, the devotees then 
brought the Lord to the shoreline of the ocean. 

Si Raghunatha dasa says: 

"That Bhavanidhi, Sri Gaurasundara, awakens in my heart 

and maddens me with ecstasy! 


nilacala nikatete, dekhi cataka parvate, 
bhave matta gaura natardja. 
yabo se ami gokule, gaura guna-nidhi bole, 
dekhite govardhana girirdja. 


"Seeing the Cataka Parvata-Hill close to Nilacala, Lord 
Gaura, the king of dancers and the ocean of divine attributes, 
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became mad of ecstasy and said: "I will go to Gokula to see 
Giriraja Govardhanal" 


unmdda batula yeno, pathapatha nahi jrana, 
mahdavege sei dike dhaya. 
heno kale nija gana, dvara prabhu dhrta hona, 


adbhuta sattvika bhavodaya. 


"He became like mad and did not know where He was 
walking anymore. He speedily ran just into that direction (of 
the Cataka Parvata). Right then the Lord was caught by His 
devotees, and wonderful sdttvika ecstasies arose in Him." 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 
hrdaye udita hoiyd, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 


"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart, You madden it and I can never forget You!" 


VERSE 9: 


alam dola-khela-mahasi vara-tan-mandapa-tale 
svartipena svendpara-nija-ganenapi militah 
svayam kurvan namnam ati-madhura-ganam murabhidah 
sarango gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


alam - greatly; dola - swinging; khela mahasi - during the festival; 
vara - great; tat - it; mandapa - platform; tale - on the surface; 
svarapena - with Svariipa; svena - with his own; apara - others; nija - 
own; ganena - with devotees; api - even; militah - meeting; svayan - 
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personally; kurvan - doing; ndmndm - names; ati - very; madhura - 
sweet; ganam - singing; murabhidah - of Krsna; saranga - performing; 
Sri gaurangah - Sri Gauraiga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; 
mam - me; madayati - maddens. 


Sri Gauranga, Who personally sang the name of Krsna 
in very sweet songs along with Svaripa Damodara and 
His other devotees at the base of the platform where He 
performed the deity’s swing festival, He awakens in my 
heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: It seems that in this verse, Sri 
Raghunatha dasa remembers Sri Gaurasundara’s celebration of 
the swing festival with His devotees in Puri-dhama. 

In Caitanya Caritaémrta it is described how the Bengali 
devotees came to Puri every year to spend the four months of 
the rainy season (July-November) with the Lord, and how they 
blissfully joined Him in different festivals, in which the 
pastimes of Sri Jagannatha were enacted, seen and relished. 


cari masa rahila sabhe mahaprabhu sange; 
jagannatha nana yatra dekhe maharange 
ei mata nana range caturmasya geld; 
krsna janma-yatraya prabhu gopa-vesa hoila 
krsna-janma-ydtra dine nanda mahotsava; 
gopavesa hoila prabhu loiya bhakta sab 
dadhi dugdha bhara sabhe nija skandhe kori; 
mahotsavera sthane aila boli ‘hari hari’ 
kandi khutiya ache nanda-vesa dhari; 
jagannatha mahiti hoiydche vrajesvari 
apane prataparudra ara misra kasi; 
sarvabhauma ara padicha patra tulast 
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iha sabé loiya prabhu kore nrtya raiga; 
dadhi dugdha haridra-jale bhare sabhara anga 


On Krsna Janmastami and Nandotsava (the following day), 
for instance, Sri Gaurainga and His devotees dressed as 
cowherd boys and carried heavy pots with yoghurt and milk on 
their shoulders. 

When they came to the festival grounds, they chanted: 
“Hari! Hari!” 

Kanai Khutiya dressed as father Nanda and Jagannatha 
Mahati as Queen Yasoda. 

The Lord took King Prataparudra, Kasi Misra, Sarvabhauma 
Bhattacarya and Tulasi Podichapatra all along in a swinging 
dance, and everyone was sprinkled with yoghurt, milk, and 
turmeric-water. 

In the same manner, the Lord also ecstatically celebrated 
with His devotees all the other festivals during the monsoon- 
time, like Vijaya-dasami (Rama’s victory-festival), Rasa-yatra 
(Krsna’s Rasa-dance-celebration), Dipavali (the lamp-giving 
festival), and Utthana-yatra (Lord Visnu’s rising at the end of 
the four months of the rainy season). 


vijayad dasami lanka vijayera dine; 
banara sainya hoy prabhu loiya bhaktagana 
hanumanavese prabhu orksa-sakha loiya; 
lankara gade cadhi phele gada bhaigiya 
kahan re ravana! prabhu kohe krodhavese; 
jagan mata hare papi, marimu savanise 
gosdira avesa dekhi loka camatkara; 
sarva loka jaya jaya’ bole bara bara 
ei mata rasa-yatra ara dipavali; 
utthana dvddasi-yatra dekhilo sakali 
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On Vijaya-Dasami the Lord took His devotees along like an 
army of monkeys, and in the ecstasy of Hanuman He took a 
huge tree trunk and therewith ascended Ravana’s fort of Lanka 
to smash it. 

"Where are you, O sinful Ravana!" the Lord angrily shouted 
out, "You have kidnapped the universal mother (Sita)! I will kill 
you along with your whole dynasty!" 

The people were astonished when they observed the Lord’s 
ecstasy and they shouted ‘Jaya! Jaya!’ again and again! 

The same ecstasy was there during Rasa-yatra, Dipavali and 
Utthana-dvadasi. 

Another one of the blissful festivals, which may be described 
in this verse is Jhulana-yatra, or Radha-Govinda’s swing festival. 
Seeing the deities’ nicely decorated platform and the swing, 
which was beautified by different jewels, Bhavanidhi 
Mahaprabhu became wonderfully absorbed in  Radha- 
Govinda’s swing-pastimes. 

King Prataparudra had opened his treasury in order to make 
different sublime arrangements for this celebration, so that 
Mahaprabhu could relish it in ecstasy. We can see this 
described in Sri Caitanya Caritamrta’s Sri Laksmi Vijaya-lila. 


hora paticamira dina ailo janiyd; 
kast misre kohe raja sayatna koriya 
kali hora paticami - ri laksmira vijaya; 
aiche utsava koro, yaiche kabhu nahi hoy 
mahotsava koro taiche visesa sambhara; 
dekhi mahaprabhu yaiche hoy camatkdara 
thakurera bhandare, ara amara bhandare; 
citra vastra ara chatra kinkint camare 
dhvaja pataka ghanta darpana koroho mandani; 
nana vadya nrtya dola koroho sajani 
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dviguna koriya koro sab upahara; 
ratha yatra hoite yeno hoy camatkara 
sei to koriho - prabhu loiya nija gana; 
svacchande asiya yaiche korena darsana 


"Knowing that the Hora-Paficami day had come, the King 
diligently told Kast Misra: 

"Tomorrow is Hora Paficami - Sri Laksmi’s victory-day. 
Make a festival like never before! Use all paraphernalia that will 
astonish Mahaprabhu! Take wonderful garments, umbrellas, 
bells, whisks, flags, banners, gongs and mirrors from both the 
deity’s treasure and from mine, and decorate the swing with 
that. Also arrange for different dances and instrumental music. 
Double everyone’s salary and be sure that the Ratha-yatra will 
astonish everyone. Make sure that the Lord and His devotees 
will be able to freely see the festival." 

Mahaprabhu sat at the base of the swing-platform with 
Svaritipa and other devotees. Before them the wonderful swing 
was standing, beautified by jewelled ornaments, and Sri 
Madana Mohana was sitting on the swing. The Lord and His 
devotees began to sing ndéma sankirtana with very sweet voices. 
Svartipa Damodara, knowing the Lord’s mind, sweetly sang the 
following song about Jhulana-lla: 


dekho sakhi jhulata yugala kisora; 
nilamani jaddola kaficana jora 
lalita visakha sakhi jhulayata sukhe 
anande magana heri donhe donha mukhe 


"Behold, o sakhi, the Yugala Kisora on the swing, looking like 
a sapphire embracing gold! Lalita and Visakha blissfully push 
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the swing, while the Divine Pair is absorbed in bliss, admiring 
Each other’s faces!" 


garajata gagane saghane ghana ghora; 
rangini sangint gherata cauttara 
vividha kusume sabe raciya hindola 
dolaya yugala sakhi anande vibhola 


"Clouds loudly rumble in the sky as Rangini (playful 
Radhika) sits on the swing, which is decorated with different 
flowers, surrounded by Her girlfriends, which are ecstatically 
swinging the Divine Pair." 


jhulaota sakhigana karatali diya; 
suvadani kohe pache giraye bandhuya 

vigalita dukula udita sveda bindu; 
amiyd jharaye yeno duhun mukha indu 


"The sakhis are pushing the swing with their handpalms (so 
hard that) Suvadani (fair-faced Radhika) says (to Krsna): 
"O friend! We will fall backwards!" 
Their garments loosen and the sweatdrops, which appear on 
Their moon-like faces resemble drops of nectar." 


heri sab sakhigana donhakara srama; 
camara vijana lei koroye sevana 
bhramara kokila sab bosi taru dale; 
rati jaya radha-krsna radha krsna bole 


"Seeing how the Divine Pair perspires, the sakhis begin to 
serve Them by fanning Them with yaktail fans. 
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The bumblebees and cuckoos are sitting on the branches of the 
trees and are singing with great love: "Jaya Radha Krsna! Jaya 
Radha Krsna!" 

The Lord became overwhelmed with ecstasy when He heard 
Svariipa’s song. His whole body was rocking and His eyes were 
filled with tears when, assuming the mood of Sri Radha, He 
desired to drink the nectar of Sri Madana Mohana’s face with 
them. It was as if He (She) was sitting on someone’s left side on 
a swing! 

Seeing this, all the devotees too became absorbed in the ecstasy 
of the Jhulana-Hla. 

Sit Raghunatha dasa, who personally witnessed all this, says: 
"This Sri Gaurahari awakens in my heart and maddens me with 
ecstasy!" 


dola mahotsava kale, bosi dola maja tale, 
svariipadi nija gana sane. 
apane gauranga raya, nija nama gana gaya, 
paripiirna madhurya tarange. 


"During the swing-festival Lord Gauranga sat at the base of 
the swing-platform and sang His own sweet name along with 
Svartipa Damodara and His other devotees, filled with waves of 
sweetness." 


se anga ye nirakhilo, premamrte se mdjilo, 
ara ki bhulite pare kabhu. 
hrdaye hoiya udita, mdataya more satata, 
prema sindhu svarna gaura prabhu. 
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"Anyone who sees His form will be drowning in the nectar of 
prema! Can I ever forget this? That golden ocean of love, Lord 
Gaura, always awakens in my heart and maddens me!" 


VERSE 10: 


daydam yo govinde garuda iva laksmi-patir alam 

puri-deve bhaktim ya iva guruvarye yadu-varah 

svartipe yah sneham giridhara iva srila-subale 
vidhatte gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


dayam - mercy; yah - who; govinde - in Govinda; garuda iva - like 
Garuda; laksmipatih - Lord Visnu; alam - greatly; purtdeve - in Isvara 
Puri; bhaktim - devotion; ya - who; iva - as if; guruvarye - in the best 
teacher; yaduvarah - Krsna, the greatest Yadu; svartipe - in Svartipa 
Damodara; yah - who; sneha - affection; giridhara - Giridhart; iva - 
as if; Srila subale - in Subala; vidhatte - placing; srt gaurangah - Si 
Gauranga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mam - me; madayati 
- maddens. 


Sri Gauranga, Who was kind to His servant Govinda as 
Lord Visnu is kind to His servant Garuda, Who was 
devoted to His gurudeva Isvara Puri as Lord Krsna was 
to His gurudeva Sri Sandipani Muni, and Who was as 
affectionate to His friend Svaripa Damodara as 
Giridhari was to His friend Subala, this Sri Gauranga 
rises in my heart and maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sriman Mahaprabhu is called 
the akhila bhakta-bhadva-maya avatara, the descension of the 
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Lord, which carries the mood of all the different kinds of 
devotees. Described in this verse are: 

His pure faithful devotion for His superiors, His loving 
friendship for His friends and His merciful affection for those 
younger than Him Si Raghunatha dasa had seen it all with his 
own eyes. 

Although Lord Visnu (meaning literally: the All-pervading 
One) is all-pervading, He is subdued by the love of His 
devotees, and therefore He has given Garuda (the great eagle) 
the service of carrying Him. 

In the same way Lord Caitanya, Who was the perfect 
example of a Vraja-devotee, although He performed all the 
harsh austerities, which belong to the sannydsa-asrama, 
blessed Govinda by giving him His foot-service, on the 
recommendation of His superiors. 

Sri Caitanya Caritamrta tells us about this: 


eka dina sarvabhaumadi bhaktagana sage; 
bosi dchen mahaprabhu krsna-katha range 
heno kale govindera hoilo agamana; 
dandavat kori kore vinaya vacana 
isvara purira bhrtya - govinda mora nama; 
purt gosdira Gndaya dinu tava sthana 
siddhi prapti kale gosai ajna koilo more; 
krsna caitanya nikata rahi sevaho tahare 


"One day Sarvabhauma and other devotees were sitting 
together with Mahaprabhu, discussing topics of Krsna with 
Him when Govinda came, offered his obeisances, and spoke 
the following humble words: 

"I am the servant of [svara Puri, and my name is Govinda. 
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I have come to You on Ivara Puri’s order. When he passed 
away (in a state of spiritual perfection), he ordered me: 
‘Stay with Krsna Caitanya and serve Him’. 


gosdi kohe - purisvara vatsalya kori more; 
krpa kori mora thaiy pathaila tomare 
prabhu kohe - bhattacarya! koroho vicara; 
gurura kinkara hoy manya se amara 
ihake apana seva kordaite nd juydy; 
guru ana diyachen, ki kori upaya 
bhattacarya kohe - guru and balavan; 
guru Gnd na langhibe sastra paramana 
tabe mahaprabhu tare koilo aigikara; 
apana sri anga sevaya dilo adhikara 
prabhura priya bhrtya kori sabhe kore mana; 
sakala vaisnavera govinda kore samadhana 


Lord Caitanya replied: "Isvara Puri is so kind to Me that he 
has sent you to Me." 

The Lord then asked Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya: 
"Bhattacarya, please consider this: He (Govinda) is My guru’s 
servant, and therefore he is venerable for Me. I can’t allow him 
to serve Me, but on the other hand My guru has ordered this. 
What should I do?" 

Sarvabhauma Bhatticarya said: "The guru’s order is very 
powerful. The scriptures say that one should not violate the 
guru’s orders!“ 

So then Mahaprabhu accepted Govinda as His personal 
servant, and everyone honoured him as the Lord’s beloved 
servant. From that day on, Govinda saw to all the needs of the 
Vaisnavas." (Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Lila Chapter 10) 
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Govinda always followed the Lord like His shadow to serve 
Him. After the Lord had taken His meal, Govinda would 
massage His feet and only after the Lord had fallen asleep he 
would take his own meal. 

Just to show the whole world what a selflessly dedicated 
servant Govinda was, the Lord one time fell asleep across the 
entrance of the Gambhira. Govinda then showed the whole 
world the example of loving service by spreading an outer cloth 
over the Lord and stepping over Him to serve Him (this is 
normally considered a great offense to a saint). Govinda also 
took care of Raghava Pandita’s bags. 

Although Sri Krsna is always served by all His knowledge- 
potencies and He Himself is the Lord presiding over all 
knowledge, He still accepted His education from Sri Sandipani 
Muni and showed the limit of gwru-bhakti. 

In the same way, Mahaprabhu took mantra-initiation from 
Isvara Puri, although He is the jagad-guru (universal teacher), 
and showed the perfect example of gwru-bhakti. 

At the time of initiation, the Lord offered His body, mind, 
and life-airs at the lotus feet of His guru Isvara Puri. 

Sri Caitanya Bhagavata (Adi khanda, ch.15) states: 


tabe prabhu pradaksina koriya purire; 
prabhu bole deha ami dilam tomare 
heno subha drsti tumi koroho amare; 
yeno ami bhasi krsna premera sdgare 


"Then the Lord cireumambulated Isvara Puri and said: 


"I have given My body to You. Please cast a merciful glance at 
Me, so that I will float in the ocean of love for Krsna!" 
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In Si Caitanya Bhagavata Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura 
described how the Lord showed the limit of guru bhakti in an 
incomparable way: 


yoto prita isvarera isvara purtre; 
taha varnibare kon jana sakti dhare. 
apane isvara sri caitanya bhagavan; 
dekhilena isvara purira janmasthana 
prabhu bole - kumara hattera namaskara; 
Sri isvara purira ye grame avatara 
kandilena vistara caitanya sei sthane; 
ara Sabda kichu ndi isvara puri vine 
se sthanera mrttika apane prabhu tuli; 
loilena bahirvase bandhi eka jhuli 
prabhu bole - isvara purira janmasthana; 
e mrttika amara jivana dhana prana 


"Who is able to describe Lord Caitanya’s love for Isvara Puri? 
Although Lord Caitanya is God Himself, He still went on 
pilgrimage to visit Isvara Puri’s birthplace. 

The Lord said: "I offer My obeisances unto Kumara Hatta, 

where Isvara Puri descended (took birth)!" 
Lord Caitanya wept incessantly at this place, and He would not 
speak about anything else but Isvara Puri. The Lord dug up 
some earth from this place and bound it in His outer cloth, 
saying: 

"This soil of Isvara Purt’s birthplace is My life and My 
wealth!" 

Innumerable devotees imitated the Lord and also collected 
soil from this place, which is now famous as "Sri Caitanya doba", 
and which even bears witness to Sriman Mahaprabhu’s 
incomparable guru-bhakti. 
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Just as Sri Subala was S17 Krsna’s dearest and most intimate 
friend in Vraja, Svartipa Damodara was Mahaprabhu’s dearest 
and most intimate friend in Nilacala. 

Sri Krsna dasa Kaviraja describes Svariipa Damodara’s and 
Ramananda Raya’s intimate service of the Lord as follows in 
Caitanya Caritamrta: 


utkata viyoga duhkha yabe bahiraya; 
tabe ye vaikalya prabhura varnana na yaya 
ramanandera krsna katha, svariipera gana; 
viraha vedanaya prabhura rakhaye parana 
dine prabhu nané saiige hoy anya manda; 
ratri kale badhe prabhura viraha vedana 
tara sukha hetu sange rahe dui jana; 
krsna rasa Sloka gite korena santvana 
subala yaiche piirve krsna sukhera sahaya; 
gaura sukha dana hetu taiche rama raya 
purve yaiche radhara sahay lalita pradhana; 
taiche svariipa gosai rakhe mahaprabhur prana 
ei dui janara bhagya kohone na yaya; 
prabhura antaranga kori yare loke gaya 


"The pain and agitation the Lord felt when His severe pangs 
of separation became manifest, can’t be described. 
Only Ramananda Raya and Svartipa Damodara could save the 
Lord from dying of pain by speaking about Krsna and singing 
about Him respectively.During the day, the Lord was able to 
distract His mind by associating with different people, but at 
night the pangs of separation increased. For His pleasure these 
two (Svariipa and Ramananda) stayed with Him to console Him 
with rasika verses about Krsna. 

Just as Subala previously pleased Krsna by helping Him (in 
His affairs with Radha), Ramananda Raya now made Lord 
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Gaura happy, and just as Lalita previously helped Radha (in 
Her affairs with Krsna), now Svariipa Damodara saved 
Mahaprabhu’s life. No one can describe the fortune of these 
two persons. They are glorified by everyone as the Lord’s 
intimate friends." 

Especially Svartipa Damodara was very intimate with the 
Lord, being a veritable ocean of loving devotional mellows. 
Indeed, he was like the second form of the Lord! 


krsna-rasa tattva vetta - deha prema riipa; 
saksat mahaprabhura dvitiya svariipa 
grantha sloka gita keho prabhu age ane; 
svariipa pariksa koile - pache prabhu sune 
bhakti siddhanta viruddha yei - ara rasabhasa; 
Sunite na hoy prabhura cittera ullasa 
ataeva svaripa age kore pariksana; 
suddha hoy yadi koraya prabhuke sravana 
vidydpati candidasa sri gita govinda; 
ei tina gite kore prabhura ananda 
sangite gandharva sama, sastre brhaspati, 
damodara sama Gra nahi mahamati 


"Svartipa Damodara was the great knower of Krsna-rasa, and 
his body consisted of prema. He was directly Mahaprabhu’s 
second form. 

If anyone brought a book, a verse or a song to the Lord, 
Svariipa first examined it. Only after that examination the Lord 
would hear it. 

The Lord’s heart was not delighted if He heard something 
which was against devotional conclusions, or something which 
was not aesthetic, therefore Svariipa first examined if a poem 
or book was pure or not and only then he would sing it to the 
Lord. 
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Svartipa Damodara delighted the Lord by singing songs of 
Vidyapati, Candidasa and Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda. He sang like 
an angel and he was as learned in the scriptures as Brhaspati; 
there was no one as elevated as Damodara." 

(C.C. Madhya Chapter 10) 

Sri Raghunatha dasa says: 

"That Gauranga, Who showed such great affection for my 
master Svariipa Damodara, awakens in my heart and maddens 
me!" 


govinda namaka bhakta, tahe daya anurakta, 
yemon garuda laksmipati. 
purideve kore bhakti, yeno paramanurakti, 
yaduvarera sandipani prati. 


"Lord Gauranga was as merciful to His servant named 
Govinda as Lord Visnu was to His servant Garuda, and He was 
as devotedly attached to Isvara Puri as Lord Krsna was to 
Sandipani Muni." 


svariipe korena sneha, yemon ekaha deha, 
giridhart yemona subale. 
se prabhu bhaviya mone, mana na dhairaya mane; 
sada bhase premamrta jale. 


"He loved Svariipa like he were his own body, just as 
Giridhari loved Subala. 
The Lord’s mind was never patient. He always floated in a 
nectar-ocean of divine love". 


are mora sonara gauranga prabhu 


hrdaye udita hoiya, mataya amara hiya, 
bhulite naribo ara kabhu 
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"O my golden Lord Gauranga! When You awaken in my 
heart You madden it, and I can never forget You!" 


VERSE 11: 


maha-sampad-davad api patitam uddhrtya krpaya 
svartipe yah sviye kujanam api mam nyasya muditah 

uro-gunja-haram priyam api ca govardhana-silam 

dadau me gaurango hrdaya udayan mam madayati 


maha - great; sampad - wealth; darat - the wife; api - even; patitam 
- fallen; uddhrtya - lifted up; krpayd - by his grace; svariipe - in 
Svartipa; yah - who; sviye - in his own; kujanam - wretch; api - even; 
mam - me; nyasya - placing; mudita - joyfully; urah - of the chest; 
gunja haran - guitja@-necklace; priyam - ear; api - even; ca - and; 
govardhana silam - a rock from Govardhana; dadau - gave; sri 
gauraigah - Sri Gauraiiga; hrdaya - heart; udayat - awakening; mam 
- me; madayati - maddens. 


Sri Gauranga, Who mercifully lifted up even a wretch 
like me from the muck of great opulence, wife and other 
illusions, Who blissfully placed me into the care of His 
own dear devotee Svaripa Damodara, and Who gave me 
His beloved gurja-necklace from His chest and His own 
rock from Govardhana Hill, He rises in my heart and 
maddens me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The remembrance of Gaura’s 


great unchecked mercy, through which he was able to cut the 
ties with his family and which gave him His full shelter by which 
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he was blessed in all respects, now appears in Si Raghunatha 
dasa’s heart. 

The illusion of gold and women keeps a man bound by 
material existence, causing him to suffer different tribulations 
in the 8,400,000 species of life as well as in hell. 

Although Sit Raghunatha who was a prince was sitting in the 
soft lap of tremendous opulence and although his wife was as 
beautiful as an angel, he began to consider this situation to be 
like a blazing forest fire, and by the causeless grace of Gaura, 
dispassion now became his natural wealth. 

Seeing that Sri Raghunatha was unattached to material life 
and that he repeatedly tried to run off to see the Lord, his 
mother thought him to have gone mad. She told his father to 
keep him tied up, but instead his father said: 


indra sama aisvaryd, strt apsarad sama; 

e sab bandhite yara narileka mana 
dadira bandhane tare rakhibe kemate?; 
janma-data pita nare prarabdha ghucaite 
caitanya-candrera krpa hoiydache ihare; 
caitanya candrera batula ke rakhite pare 


"He is as rich as the heavenly king Indra, and his wife is as 
beautiful as an angel, but these things can’t tie down his mind, 
what to speak of the ropes I may have to use? Alas! Even a 
father can’t save a son from his previous birth’s karma! 

He has had the great mercy of Sri Caitanya-candra, and 
who can tie down someone who has had His mercy?" 

Although Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is an eternal 
associate of the Lord, he humbly considers himself fallen and 
despicable. He thinks himself a fallen wretch because of staying 
with this vast wealth and his wife, etc. mahd-sampad darad api 


Sri Gauraiiga Stava Kalpataruh Stavavali 


mahd-sampad or vast treasures of enjoyment and dara or wife. 

Just as Raghunatha was the owner of vast wealth, similarly he 
had a most beautiful adolescent wife, who resembled an Apsara 
(angel). By Mahaprabhu’s grace his mind was definitely 
released from these two most powerful delusions. 

The word dara naturally ends in the plural tense, but here it has 
become a singular samahdra-dvandva (compound indicating a 
number). mahd-sampadas ca dards ca tesam samaharah 

The Lord saved Raghunatha from the power of both of them 
simultaneously. 

Sometimes we also see the reading of mahd-sampad darad 
api. From this it is understood that to Raghunatha this vast 
wealth felt like a burning forest fire. 

When one is blessed with the taste of the soothing nectar of 
the Lord’s lotus feet, all other things automatically feel burning 
hot like a forest fire. 

When Raghunatha managed to renounce everything and 
came to Mahaprabhu’s lotus feet in Nilacala, the Lord was 
happy to accept him. 

When He had placed him in Svaritpa Damodara’s hands, He 
became as carefree as one becomes happy and carefree to place 
a valuable jewel in the care of a dearly beloved friend. 

Svartipa Damodara was the Lord’s best and most intimate 
friend, so the Lord was very happy to place Raghunatha dasa, 
who was as dear to Him as His life, into his care. 


raghunatha ksinata malinya dekhiya; 
svariipere kohe krpa ardra citta hoiya - 
ei raghunatha ami soripilu tomare; 
putra bhrtya ripe tumi koro angikare 
tina raghunatha nama hoya ihara name; 
svariipera raghunatha ai hoite ihara name 
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eto kohi raghunathera hasta dharilo; 
svariipera haste tare samarpana koilo 


"Seeing how emaciated and dirty Raghunatha was, the Lord 
melted with compassion and told Svariipa Damodara: 

"I have given this Raghunatha to you; accept him as your son or 
as your servant. Now I have three Raghunathas: 

From now on this one will be named ‘Svariipa’s Raghunatha’. 
Saying this, the Lord held Raghunatha dasa by the hand and 
placed him in the hands of Svariipa Damodara." 

(C. C. Antya Lila chapter 6) 

Surely Raghunatha was able to cut the ties to his household- 

life by the Lord’s grace, but this was only a side effect. 
The main result of the Lord’s mercy on Raghunatha dasa was 
that he was blessed with taste for the sweet pastimes in Vraja. 
Lord Caitanya is the actual siks@ guru of the Vraja rasa- 
mddhurya, and He is that sweetness Himself in an embodied 
form! 

Placing Raghunatha dasa in Svartipa’s hand, the Lord said: 
"Svariipa! Raghu is very dear to me! You should love him as your 
own son, and he should serve you as a menial servant! From 
now on this most dear person has become yours. Now I have 
three Raghunatha’s. From now on he will be known as 
Svaripa’s Raghunatha!" 

Svartipa Damodara blissfully accepted the beloved gift of the 
Lord, saying: 


svariipa kohe - mahaprabhura ye ana hoilo; 
eto kohi raghunathe puna dlingila 


"Whatever Mahaprabhu orders!", and then he firmly 
embraced Raghunatha dasa. 
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When the Lord saw Raghunatha’s gradual advancement in 
dispassion and devotional practice, He became most happy and 
gave him His heart’s beloved gu/ija-necklace and His own 
Govardhana-sild. 


Sankararanya sarasvatt vrndavana hoite aila; 
taha hoite sei sila mala loiya gela 
parsve gantha guija-mala, govardhanera sila; 
dui vastu mahaprabhura age ani dila 
dui apiirva vastu paiya prabhu tusta hoila; 
smaranera kale gale pore guija-mala 
govardhanera sila kabhu hrdaye netre dhare; 
kabhu nasaya ghrana loy kabhu loy sire 
netra jale sei sila bhije nirantara; 
silake kohen prabhu ‘krsna kalevara’ 
ei mata tina vatsara sila mala dharilo; 
tusta hoiyd sila-mala raghunathe dilo 
prabhu kohe - ei sila krsnera vigraha; 
ihara seva koro tumi koriya agraha 
ei Silara koro tumi sattvika pitijana; 
acirate pabe tumi krsna prema dhana 


One day Sankararanya Sarasvati came from Vrndavana and 
presented the Lord with this gufjd-necklace and_ the 
Govardhana-stone. The Lord was very happy with these 
wonderful gifts. 

When He was engaged in remembering Krsna’s pastimes 
(or His mantra) He wore the guiijd-necklace around His neck. 
Sometimes He held the Govardhana- sila before His heart or 
eyes, sometimes He smelled it and sometimes He held it on His 
head. The Lord called the sila, which He sprinkled with His 
loving tears, ‘the body of Krsna’. 
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In this way the Lord kept the mala and the sila for three years, 
then He passed them on to Raghunatha dasa, being very 
pleased with him. 

The Lord said: 

"This stone is Krsna’s body; serve it with great care, then you 
will swiftly gain the treasure of love for Krsna!" 

Sri Raghunatha dasa was completely renounced. Although 
he was a prince, he turned into a begging monk! How could he 
find ingredients for the sila’s worship? 

The loving dispassion of a renunciant is the greatest 
ingredient for worship of Giridhari. It does not depend on 
external ingredients, and therefore the Lord told Raghunatha 
this about sdttvika-piija: 


eka kuja jala ara tulasi-manjari; 
sattvika sevd ei suddha bhave kori 
dui dike dui patra madhye komala majijari; 
ei mata asta manjari dibe sraddha kori 
Sri haste sila diya ei aja dila; 
anande raghunatha seva korite lagila 


"Use one jug of water and some Tulasi-buds and serve Him 
purely (this is called sattvika). Offer eight pairs of Tulasi-leaves, 
four on each side of the sila, and a soft maiijart (flower) 
inbetween each pair, with great faith and love". 

Svartipa Damodara supplied the necessary paraphernalia, 
like a wooden platform, two cloths, and a jug with water to 
Raghunatha, and Raghunatha began his worship, floating in 
ecstatic love when he realized that the stone was Vrajendra- 
Nandana (Krsna) Himself and that he had gotten the stone 
from Mahaprabhu Himself. 
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He found more pleasure from this simple worship with water 
and Tulasi-leaves then he would find in elaborate worship with 
sixteen different paraphernalia. 


eka vitasti dui vastra, pidi eka khani; 
svaripa gosdi dilena kuja anibara pani 
ei mata raghunatha korena piijana; 
puja kale dekhe silaya ‘vrajendra-nandana’ 
prabhura sva hasta datta govardhana sila; 
eto cinti raghunatha preme bhasi gela 
jala tulasira sevaya tara yoto sukhodaya; 
sodasopacara pitjaya toto sukha noy 


Raghunatha was not just ecstatic because Mahaprabhu had 
personally given him the garland and the stone, but because he 
realized the Lord’s purpose with it: 


sila diya more samarpila govardhane; 

gunja mala diya dila radhika carane 
anande raghunathera bahya vismarana; 

kaya mane sevilena gauranga carana 


"The Lord has entrusted me to Govardhana Hill by giving me 
this rock and He placed me at the lotus feet of Sri Radhika by 
giving me this string of guija-beads!" 

Raghunatha dasa was beside himself of ecstasy and He 

served Lord Gauranga’s lotus feet with body and mind. 
Taking the memory of the Lord’s boundless mercy into his 
heart, Raghunatha dasa considered Sri Caitanya’s lotus feet to 
be the essence of everything. When this merciful Lord 
Gauranga appears in Raghunatha’s heart, He makes him 
restless of ecstasy! 
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ami ati abhajana, vestita sampada vana, 
tritapa se vane davanala. 
svaripera asraya diya, karunate uddhariyd, 


prakasila ananda prabala. 


"I am very unworthy, being surrounded by a forest of wealth. 
This forest is ignited by the threefold suffering of material 
existence, but the Lord mercifully took me out and gave me the 
shelter of Svariipa Damodara, showing me the greatest ecstasy." 


vakse dhrta guija hara, govardhana sila ara, 
sampilena daya kori more. 
eheno dayara nidhi, hrdaye udoya yadi, 


se dnanda dhairya keva dhare 


"He mercifully gave me the gufijad-strand He wore on His 
chest and a Govardhana sila. Who can restrain his ecstasy and 
calm when this ocean of mercy rises in his heart?" 


VERSE 12: 


iti Sri-gaurangodgata-vividha-sadbhava-kusuma- 
prabha-bhrajat-padyavali-lalita-sakham suratarum 
muhur yo’tisraddhausadhi-vara-balat-patha-salilair 
alam sinced vindet sarasa-guru-tal-lokana-phalam 


iti - thus; sri gauranga - Si Gauranga; udgata - coming out; vividha 
- different kinds; sad bhava - good feelings; kusuma - flower; prabha 
- luster; bhrajat - shining; padydavali - series of verses; lalita - lovely; 
sakham - branch; suratarum - desire-tree; muhuh - repeatedly; yah - 
who; ati - very; sraddha - with faith; ausadhivarah - best herb; balat - 
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purified; patha - reciting; salilaih - with water; alam - greatly; sificet - 
sprinkles; vindet - gets; sarasa - juicy; guru - great; tad - Him; lokana 
- seeing; phalam - fruit. 


Anyone who waters this desire-tree of praises for Sri 
Gauranga, whose different, splendidly shining flowers 
are the ecstatic feelings, which bloom from Sri 
Gauranga, and whose lovely branches are its verses, with 
the water of repeated recitation, purified by the great 
herb of faith, he will obtain the big juicy fruits of the 


Lord’s darsana (audience). 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sri Raghunatha 
dasa describes the phalasruti (auspicious result) of reciting his 
"Gauranga Stava Kalpataru". 

The verses are the branches of this desire-tree of praise, and 
these branches are beautified by the splendidly shining flowers 
of the spotless feelings of Mahaprabhu’s ecstatic love. 

All the pastimes described herein were personally witnessed by 
Sri Raghunatha dasa. 

The extraordinary activities of Sri Gaurasundara come forth 
from Sri Radha’s divyonmdda (divine madness), but the 
ecstatic manifestations like the loosening of the bones’ joints, 
assuming the form of a turtle (with the limbs retracted into the 
body) and others were not shown by Sri Radharani in Vraja: 
They are visible in the form of Mahaprabhu alone. 

Sri Krsna dasa Kaviraja has written: 


kaha nahi suni ye ye bhavera vikara; 
sei bhava hoy prabhura sarire pracara 
hasta padera sandhi yoto vitasti pramane; 
sandhi chadi bhinna hoye - carma rahe sthane 
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hasta pada sira sab sarira bhitore; 
pravista hoy kirma ritpa dekhiye prabhure 
ei mata adbhuta bhava sarire prakasa 
(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 2) 


"I’ve never heard anywhere of such ecstatic transformations 
like they were manifest on Lord Caitanya’s body. 
His arms and legs became longer, so that the joints were 
disconnected and thus only connected with skin. 
Again, on another occasion, the Lord retracted His head, legs, 
and arms into His body, just like a turtle. 
Such were the amazing signs of ecstasy on His body!" 

Sri Raghunatha dasa says: 
"Anyone who waters this desire tree of praises of Sri Gauranga, 
whose different, splendidly shining flowers are the ecstatic 
feelings, which come from that Sri Gauranga and whose lovely 
branches are its verses, with the water of repeated recitation 
purified by the great herb of faith, that someone will obtain the 
big juicy fruits of His darsana". 

Sraddha means to have faith that the Lord’s extraordinary 
pastimes and His devotion are inconceivable. 
Such faith makes one a proper candidate for devotion or 
bhajana. 

Sri Ripa Gosvamipada has written ddau sraddha, 
(B.R.S. 1.4.15) 

"In the beginning there must be faith". 
Si Jiva Gosvami writes in his commentary on this verse: 

ddau prathame sddhu sanga sastra sravana dvara sraddha 
tad artha visvdsah 

"Sraddha means unbreakable faith in the inconceivable 
power of the Lord and devotion to Him after hearing about this 
from the scriptures in the company of saints." 
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The first thing needed for bhakti-sddhand is faith. — 
sraddhavan jana hoy bhaktira adhikart 
(C.C.) 

Sraddha here refers to: 

The proper understanding of the bhakti-sastras, firm fixation in 
the words of sastra, guru and sddhus, endeavours to experience 
their meaning and reason, which lead to the right conclusion. 

The pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, such as His 
coming out of the Gambhira although all three doors were 
bolted, His disconnecting the joints of His bones, His assuming 
the form of a turtle and His sprinkling tears from His eyes as if 
they were squirted from syringes — these are all naturally 
unbelievable for ordinary people and they are not described in 
any scripture, but they have been witnessed, realized and 
described by the Lord’s eternal associates. 

Each and every letter of these descriptions is absolutely true, 
and there is no reason to doubt it. The Lord’s form is 
transcendental to all the laws of material nature, and there 
should (and can) be no argument about it. alaukika lila ei 
parama nigiidha; visedse pdiye - tarke bahu diira. ataeva 
alaukika prabhura cesta pralapa suniyd; tarka na koriho suno 
visvdsa koriyd (Caitanya Caritamrta) - "The Lord’s pastimes 
are supernatural and most confidential, and one must have faith 
in them, casting arguments far away. 

Therefore listen faithfully to the stories of the Lord’s 
extraordinary activities and utterances and do not argue." 

Hence Sri Raghunatha diisa says: 

"A person who waters this desire-tree of Si Gauranga’s praises 
with the water of recitation and purifies that water with the 
magical herb of faith, will obtain the juicy fruit of His personal 
audience and be blessed forever with its endless relish!" 


Saye 
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stava kalpa orksa hoy ihara akhyana; 
iha yei patha-jale sitice bhagyavan 
Sraddha saha kore yei patha avirata; 
Sri gauranga preme sei hoy unamata 
pathane sravane hoy vighna vindgsana; 


acirate pay sei caitanya carana 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami’s 
"Sri Gauranga Stava Kalpataru", 
“The desire-tree of praises of Sri Gauranga". 


Translated by Advaita dasa in March, 1992. 
Upgrade: February, 1996 
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Manah Siksa 


Teachings for the mind 


By Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 


TEACHING NR. 1: 


gurau gosthe gosthdlayisu sujane bhii-sura-gane 
sva-mantre sri-némni vraja-nava-yuva-dvandva-smarane 
sadé dambham hitva kuru ratim apirvam atitaram 
aye svantar bhratas catubhir abhiyace dhrta-padah 


gurau - in the teacher; gosthe - in the meadows; gosthdlayisu - in 
the residents of Vraja; sujane - the saints; bhi - earth; sura - gods 
(brahmanas); gane - in the group; sva - own; mantre - in the mantra; 
Sri - beautiful; ndmni - in the name; vraja - of Vraja; nava - new; yuva 
- youthful; dvandva - Couple; sarane - in the shelter; sada - always; 
dambham - pride; hitva - giving up; kuru - do; ratim - love; apiirvam 
- wonderful; atitaram - great; aye - O!; sudntah - mind; bhratah - 
brother; catubhih - with flattering words; abhiydce - I beg; dhrta - 
holding; padah - the feet. 


O Mind! O brother! I hold your feet and I pray to you 
with flattering words: 
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Always give up your pride and develop wonderful love 
for your spiritual master, the abode of Vraja, the people 
of Vraja, the saintly devotees, the brahmanas, my 
initiation-mantra, the Holy Name of Krsna and the 
shelter of the eternally youthful Couple of Vraja, Sri-Sri 
Radha-Krsna! 


Commentary: 

Although Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is an eternal associate 
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, he instructs his own mind, which 
is illuminated by visuddha sattva, in the expertise of Vraja- 
bhajana in this Manah Siksa, for the benefit of all the practicing 
raganuga devotees of the world. 

When we are able to actually practice these essential 
instructions in Manah Siksa, they will take us by the hand and 
bring us to the lotus feet of the beloved deity. It is the duty of a 
faithful and sincere devotee to follow these instructions and to 
make them a necklace to wear around his neck (meaning: One 
should memorize them and always remember them). 

The main helper in bhajana-sddhana is the mind, the Lord 
of the senses. The mind of a materialistic person is by nature 
restless and attached to the sense-objects. 

In the Bhagavad Gita (6.34) Arjuna tells the Lord: 


catcalam hi manah krsna pramathi balavad drdham 
tasyaham nigraham manye vayor iva suduskaram 


"O Krsna! The mind is restless, disturbing the senses, 
powerful and tenacious. To control him seems to be as difficult 
as to control the wind (in our bodies, by means of kwmbhaka 
and recaka- exercises)." 

The Lord agreed with this and said: 
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asamsayam mahd-baho mano durnigraham calam 
abhydasena tu kaunteya vairdgyena ca grhyate 


(Bhagavad Gita 6,35) 


"O mighty-armed one! Undoubtledly it is very difficult to 
subdue the naturally restless mind, but it can be accomplished 
through exercise and detachment." 

By understanding how powerful and how hard to subdue the 
mind is, the sddhaka will slowly tread on the path of 
auspiciousness. 

Any stream of thoughts which emanates from our minds 
keeps a samskara (impression, mental conditioning) within our 
(sub-) consciousness, and the aggregate of these sariskdras 
form our svabhdava (nature). 

Just as our present nature is the result of previous samskdras, 
our future nature will be the result of our present thoughts and 
actions. By giving up our mundane samskdras and developing a 
spiritual samskara, we can gradually control the mind and tread 
on the path of bhajana. There is no other way. 

Sri Raghunatha very tenderly addresses his mind by saying: 
"O mind, my brother! I hold your feet and I pray to you with 
flattering words, please listen! First of all, always give up 
dambha, or pride. 

False ego, deceitfulness, and crookedness, these are all 
considered to be dambha. For innumerable births our 
samskara has been the identification with our material bodies 
and everything related to it. This consciousness is a great 
obstacle in devotional practice. 
abhimani bhakti-hina, jaga majhe sei dina, vrtha tara asesa 
bhavana (Prema Bhakti Candrika) 
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"The proud non-devotees are the lowest people in the world. 
Their endless thoughts are all in vain!" 

To destroy false pride devotees practice humility; hence 
humility is called the life-force of devotional practice. 
Deceitfulness and duplicity (thinking in one way and acting in 
another) are other great obstacles in devotional practice. 

The Lord will never want to bestow His mercy on a crooked 
person, therefore Sripada says: 

"O mind! Always give up dambha, or vanity, which is a 
powerful obstacle to bhajana, and instead become very 
attached to some other objects!" 

First of all he says: "O mind! Show great and peerless 
attachment to the guru, meaning the initiating guru and the 
instructing guru." 

The guru is the Lord’s karunya ghana vigraha, the 
embodiment of His great mercy. 

Just as water becomes ice when it is exposed to severe coldness, 
the Lord also appears on earth, assuming the tangible form of 
the guru when His compassion becomes condensed. 

All the vices, which are so hard to give up by one’s own 
endeavours can easily be conquered by serving a guru. In this 
way, a practicing devotee can attain perfection and thus 
become blessed and fulfilled. 

tat prasddo hi sva sva nana pratikdra dustyajanartha hanau 
parama bhagavat prasdda siddhau ca miilam 

(Bhakti Sandarbhah - 237 anuh): 

"The cause of perfection, which consists of God’s grace, is 
based on the satisfaction of the guru. By serving him different 
kinds of mischief, which are otherwise hard to give up, 


disappear." 


~ 142 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


There are many kinds of anarthas (vices), such as offenses, 
which are very powerful and they hinder the progressive 
devotee from advancing towards the attainment of prema. 
Srila Thakura Mahasaya sings: 
antaraya nahi yay; ei se parama bhaya 

"My greatest fear is that these obstacles won't disappear". 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is seen that there is a particular way to 
give up each specific vice, but there is only one way to give up 
all these vices at once: 

Devotion to the lotus feet of Sri Guru. 


asankalpdj jayet kamam 
krodhan kama vivarjanat 
arthanartheksaya lobham 
bhayam tattvavamarsanat 
anviksikya soka mohau 
dambham mahad updsaya 
yogantaradyan maunena 
himsam kamady anithaya 
krpaya bhiitajari duhkham 
daivan jahyat samadhina 
atmajam yoga-viryena 
nidram sattva nisevaya 
rajas tamas ca sattvena 
sattvam copasamena ca 
etat sarvam gurau bhaktya 
puruso hyanjasa jayet 


(Srimad Bhagavata 7.15.22-25) 
Sri Narada told King Yudhisthira: 


"To give up lust one must give up one’s determination to enjoy. 
To give up anger one must give up lust and to give up greed 
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one must see the evil of money. Fear can be given up by 
considering the truth. Lamentation and illusion can be given up 
by considering what is material and what is spiritual (rational 
thinking). Pride can be given up by serving a great soul and 
obstacles in yoga-practice (which serves the purpose of fixing 
the mind) can be overcome by perfecting a vow of silence. 
Violence is conquered by giving up endeavours for sense- 
gratification. Suffering caused by other living entities can be 
mitigated by developing the quality of compassion. Suffering 
caused by the elements can be mitigated by entering into 
samadhi (psycho-religious trance) and suffering caused by the 
own body and mind can be mitigated by practicing the eight- 
fold path of mystic yoga (astanga-yoga). 

When the mode of goodness increases, sleep is conquered 
along with the modes of passion and indolence, and by 
controlling the senses the mode of goodness is transcended. 
But all these vices and obstacles together can be 
conquered simply by being devoted to the guru." 

Here we will have a short discussion on having a special 
attachment to and love for the gurw. 

After describing the path of surrender, Srimat Jiva 
Gosvamipada writes in Bhakti Sandarbha (237): 

tatra yadyapi sarandpattyaiva sarvam siddhyati. saranam 
tam prapannad ye dhydna yoga vivarjitah. te vai mrtyum 
atikramya yanti tad vaisnavari padam. iti garudat tathapi 
vaisistya lipsuh saktas cet tatah bhagavac chastropadestrnam 
bhagavan mantropadestrnam vd sri guru-carandnam nityam 
eva visesatah sevan kurydt. 

"Although all worship reaches perfection by surrendering to 
the Lord, (since in the Garuda Purana it is written: 
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"Those who surrender to the Lord will transcend the mortal 
world even without practicing yoga or meditation, and will 
attain the planet of Lord Visnu. Of this there is no doubt."), 
still someone who desires a special perfection in worship (or 
relishing transcendental flavours) will always particularly serve 
and worship the lotus feet of his guru. It is either the guru who 
teaches him the holy scriptures about the Personality of 
Godhead or the guru who initiates him in the sacred mantras 
of the Personality of Godhead." 

The ‘special perfection’ mentioned here means that in some 
cases the hearing, chanting and remembering of the Lord’s 
glories is the primary practice (aigz) and the service of the guru 
is one of its items (aga). This is called ‘ordinary service to the 
guru’, but even in this case, the satisfaction of the gurw is 
considered to be the cause of the Lord’s satisfaction. 

But when the guru himself becomes the main object of 
worship and the hearing, chanting and remembering of the 
Supreme Lord merely become different parts or side effects of 
the worship of the guru, we call it ‘special service to the 
guru.’ Here the satisfaction of the guru is the main goal and 
the satisfaction of the Lord is concomitant. In this way the 
disciple is blessed. Hence 

Sri Jiva Gosvami has written: 
tasmad anyad bhagavad bhajanam api napeksate 
(Bhakti Sandarbha): 

"A devotee who is thus attached to the worship of his guru 
doesn’t need to practice any worship of the Supreme Lord." 

In this special case the Lord will be more pleased with the 
devotee’s service of his guru than of his service to Himself. 

In this connection Sri Jiva Gosvami quotes a verse from 
Devahiti’s praises in the Padma Purana: 
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bhaktir yatha harau me’sti tad varistha gurau yadi 
mamasti tena satyena sandarsayatu me hari 


"Surely Lord Hari will reveal Himself to me if I am even 
more devoted to my guru than to Him." 
Hence Sri Narottama Thakura Mahasgaya has said: 


Sri guru carana padma, kevala bhakati sadma, 
bandon mui sdvadhana sane 
yahara prasade bhai, ei bhava tariyad yay 


krsna prapti hoy yaha hoite 


"The lotus feet of the guru are the abode of pure devotion, 
and I carefully praise them. O brother! By his grace you will 
cross over the ocean of material miseries and attain the mercy 
of Krsna!" 


guru mukha padma vakya, __ihrdi kori mahagsakya 
ara na koriho mone asa 
srt guru carane rati, ei se uttamda gati, 
ye prasade pire sarva asa 


“Let the words flowing from the lotus mouth of your 
gurudeva become fixed in your heart. Don’t desire anything 
else! 

The highest goal of life is to love the lotus feet of the guru, 
for by his grace all desires will be fulfilled." 

We think that Srimat Dasa Gosvamipada also speaks about 
such an excessive love for Sri Gurudeva when he speaks about 
apurva rati. 
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Sripada Raghunatha Das desires such an_ excessive 
attachment to Sri Vraja-dhama too. 

Sri Ripa Gosvami has taught that living in Vraja is one of the 
five most powerful items of devotion which will grant love to 
the lotus feet of the Lord (the others being: Associating with 
the devotees, worshipping the deity, hearing the Srimad 
Bhagavata and chanting the Holy Name), because: 


anyesu punya tirthesu 

muktir eva maha-phalam 
muktath prarthya harer bhaktir 

mathurayam tu labhyate 
aho madhupurt dhanya 

vaikunthacca gariyast 

dinam ekan nivdsena 
harau bhaktih prajayate 


(Padma Purana) 


"In other holy places liberation is the great benefit, but Hari- 
bhakti, which is prayed for even by the liberated souls, is 
attained in (the district of) Mathura. 

O! Blessed is Mathura, which is even greater than Vaikuntha! 
Simply by living there for one day devotion to Hari awakens in 
the heart!" 

The Gosvamis have said that living in Vraja is an 
indispensible item for someone who wants to attain the 
perfection of love of God: kuryad vdsam vraje sada. 

It has also been advised that those who are unable to live 
there physically should live there at least mentally, the 
condition being that one must be aware of the transcendental 
glories of the dhdma while living there. 


~ 147 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


One must live there with love, faith, and devotion. If this is not, 
possible, then one will consider the transcendental dhama to be 
a material place and commit offenses there. 

In this way one can’t reap the devotional results of living in 
the dhama. 
Srila Kaviraja Gosvami has written: 


sarvopari rt gokula vraja-loka dhama; 

Sri goloka svetadvipa vrndavana nama 
sarva-ga ananta vibhu krsna-tanu sama; 

uparyadho vyapi ache - nahiko niyama 
brahmande prakdsa tara krsnera icchaya; 

ekai svartipa tara nahi dui kaya 
cintamani bhiimi, kalpavrksa-maya vana; 
carma cakse dekhe tare prapaticera sama 
prema netre dekhe tara svariipa prakasa; 
gopa gopt sange yaha krsnera vilasa 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi 5) 


"The topmost abode is $1 Gokula, or Vraja-dhama, which is 
also named Sri Goloka, Svetadvipa and Vrndavana. 
This abode is endless, all-pervading, and omnipresent and it is 
just like Krsna’s body. It spreads below and above without any 
rule, but by Krsna’s wish, it is manifest in the material world in 
one form. It has no two forms. The soil is made of Cinta-jewels 
and the forests are full of desire-trees. The material eyes see it 
as a material place, but eyes filled with love of God see it in its 
real form, where Krsna plays with the gopas and gopis." 

Transcendence can never be perceived with material senses, 
therefore the Lord has mercifully revealed His abode in this 
world in a form which is visible with the senses. 
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With this faith, with love and devotion, we must live in the 
dhama. If not, then we will certainly commit offenses to this 
holy place, finding faults in it or seeing it as an inferior place. 
We will be blessed if we can live in the dhama with great 
devotion and full faith that it is a transcendental place, for love 
for the holy dhama is the highest pursuit of life. 

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has written: 


radha@ murali manohara carana vilasena dhanyayam 
orndavana bhuvi manye parama pumartho manag api pranayah 


(Vimdavana Mahimamrta 4.65) 


"If I even have a little love for Vrndavana, the place which is 
blessed with the pastimes of Radha-Murali Manohara’s lotus 
feet, I will consider myself to have reached the highest goal of 
life." 

Srila Sarasvatipada, who is filled with love for Sri Vrndavana, 
shows a wonderful fixation in devotion to and living in Vraja: 


srt radha muralidhara vara dhana 
orndavane varam krimikah 
bhagavat parsada mukhyo’py 
anyatra@ ham na cotsahe bhavitum 
sarva duhkha dasa ghora 
varan vrndavane’stu me 
prakrta@ prakrta@sesa 
vibhitir api nanyatah 
pasur ekah khaga ekas 
trnam ekam renur eko va 
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syama rasadbhuta vanye 
orndaranye bhavamyahan dhanyah 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 4.57, 61, 64) 


"I would rather be a worm in Vrndavana, the greatest 
treasure of Sri Radha and Murali-dhara, than to be a chief 
associate of the Lord elsewhere. May I get into the worst 
trouble in Vrndavana, but still I don’t pray for having all the 
material and spiritual opulence of the world elsewhere. 

I will feel blessed even if I become an animal, a bird, a blade of 
grass or even a speck of dust in Vrndavana, the wonderful forest 
which is endowed with Syama-rasal" 

Sripada Raghunatha Das then prays for having a wonderful 
attachment to the Vrajavasis, the residents of Vraja-dhama. 
Here ‘Vrajavasis’ must be understood to mean those who live in 
Vraja-dhama in the broadest sense of the word. 

The scriptures and the saints say that although the dhama is a 
transcendental place it assumes a material form out of mercy to 
the people of the world. 

In the same way the residents of the dhdma are also assuming 
a material nature, although they are completely transcendental. 
Therefore, although some rough edges may be perceived on 
the behaviour of the Vrajavasis, we should consider this to be 
due to the contaminated state of our minds, senses, and 
intelligence and remain fully devoted to them. 

urndatavi vimala cid-ghana sattva-vrnda vrnddraka pravara 
urnda munindra vandya 

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 1.44) 

"Those who reside in the forest of $17 Vrndavana have all 
attained spiritual bodies, and they are praised by the demigods 
and the greatest sages." 
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Therefore Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati desires to serve all the 
moving and non moving creatures of Vraja with the topmost 
devotion: 


sevd vrndavana-stha sthira cara nikaresw 
astu me hanta keva deva brahmadayah 
syu stuta uru mahita vallabha ye vrajendoh 
ete hy advaita saccid rasaghana vapusodiira 
diratidira sphirjjan mahatmyd vrnda brhad 
upanisanandajananda kandah 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 1.61) 


"May I attain the service of the moving and non-moving 
creatures of Vrndavana. Aho! They are naturally very dear to 
Krsna, the moon of Vraja, and they are even more worshipable 
than the demigods, headed by Lord Brahma. The glories of 
these exclusively transcendental forms, which consist of 
condensed rasa, can’t be understood by tiny human brains, and 
they are the cause of bliss even to the Upanisads!" 

In the same way Sri Raghunatha begs his mind to show great 
attachment to the swjana (good people, or Vaisnavas). 

For someone who wants to attain loving devotion to the Lord’s 
lotus feet it is compulsory to be attached to the association of 
His devotees. 

mahat-krpad vind kon karme bhakti noy (No activity can be 
devotional service without the mercy of the saints) avasya 
milaye krsna vaisnava krpaya (Surely, Krsna is attainable by 
the mercy of the Vaisnavas). 

From these words we can understand that loving devotion to 
the Lord’s lotus feet can only be attained by the grace of the 
saints. The Lord’s mercy uses the saint’s mercy or association 
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as a vehicle to infuse it into another living entity; it does not 
take place independently. 
One may ask here: 

"The Lord can directly bestow His mercy in the form of 
devotion to His lotus feet, why is it so dependent on mahat- 
krpa (grace of the saints), or mahat saiga (association with the 
saints)?" 

The scriptures and the saints answer to this: 

"Although the grace of the Lord is the major and self-perfect 
cause of attaining devotion which brings us to the Lord, it takes 
shape before us in this phenomenal world in the form of the 
grace of the saints". 

santa evdnugrahye yasya sah. tavdnugraho yah prapaiicike 
carati sa tad akdratayaiva carati ndnya riipatayetyarthah 
(Bhakti Sandarbha 180) 

"O Lord! The saints are the embodiments of Your grace! 
Whatever mercy You reveal in this phenomenal world wanders 
around there in the form of the saints, and in no other form!" 
Therefore it is nothing but self-deception to reject the direct 
mercy of the Lord in the form of the saints and to seek the 
Lord’s paroksa-karund (roundabout, indirect mercy). 

Thus the Lord told His dear devotee Uddhava: 
mad bhakta piijabhyadhika 
(Bhag. 11.19.21) 

"My devotees are more worshipable!" 

abhyddhika mat santosa visesam jnatvad mat piijato’pity 
arthah 
"You should be more attached to worshipping My devotee than 
to worshipping Me, for worship of My devotee particularly 
pleases Me." 

This is because the Lord desires the devotee even more than 
Himself. He is more attracted to the bliss of His devotee’s 
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devotion in the heart than to His own  svartipdnanda 
(constitutional, internal, personal bliss), and He desires to 
relish that bliss more. 


naham atmanam asase mad bhaktaih sadhubhir vind 
Sriyan catyantikim brahman yesam gatir aham para 


(Srimad Bhagavata 9.4.64) 


The Lord told Durvasa Rsi: "O brahmana! I covet My 
devotees and the saints for whom I’m the only shelter even 
more than I covet Myself or My six-fold opulence!" 

Therefore it is said in the Sandilya Smrti: 


siddhir bhavati vd neti sammsayo'cyuta sevinam 
na samsayo'tra tad bhakta paricaryaratatmanam 


"It may be doubted whether a devotee of Acyuta attains 
perfection or not, but there’s no doubt about it that someone 
who is dedicated to serving Acyuta’s devotee attains 
perfection!" 

tasmdd visnu prasadaya vaisnavan paritosayet 

"Therefore, in order to get Lord Visnu’s mercy, one must 
please the Vaisnavas with loving devotion." 

Srimad Bhagavata says: 


yat sevaya bhagavatah kutasthasya madhudvisah 
ratiraso bhavet tivrah padayor vyasanardanah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 3.7.19) 
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"By serving the saints, a festival of love for Madhusiidana, the 
destroyer of material miseries, becomes firmly established 
within the heart." 

Associating with saints and serving them means to lovingly 
worship them with body, mind, and words, hearing topics of 
Krsna from them, remembering these topics, following their 
exemplary behaviour and doing bhajana according to their 
instructions. 

Nowadays, mahat-sevd or vaisnava-sevd has become known 
as ‘giving some money, food, or clothes, feeding them some 
khichuri (hotchpotch)’ or whatever the donor can think of and 
thereby treating the Vaisnavas with contempt as if they are 
beggars. 

An intelligent person will understand whether or not all of it 
is in adherence to the above-quoted holy words 
mad bhakta pijabhyadhika or ratirdso bhavet tivrah. 

The Narada Paficaratra says: 
vaisnavanam para bhaktih 

"One must serve the Vaisnavas with the greatest devotion". 
Srila Ripa Gosvami writes in Bhakti Rasaimrta Sindhu: 


yavanti bhagavad bhakter angani kathitan iha 
prayas tavanti tad bhakta bhakter api budhah viduh 


The wise understand that each item of devotion to the Lord 
discussed in this book has a corresponding item of devotion to 
a devotee." 

On the pretext of teaching his own mind, Si Raghunatha 
Dasa teaches all the devotees that the flawless way to attain love 
for the lotus feet of the Lord is to serve the pure devotees with 
love. 
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After this Sri Raghunatha instructs his mind to love the 
brahmanas with aptirva rati. 

By devotion to brahmanas, one awakens the grace of the 
Lord, Who is called brahmanya deva, the Lord of the 
brahmanas. When there is a statement like: 
svapakam iva neksete loke vipram avaisnavam 

(One should not look at a non-devotee brahmana, he is just 
like a dogeater), it is only meant to attract such a non-devotee 
brahmana to devotion. 

Such statements are not intended to blaspheme brahmanas, 
for Lord Krsna Himself gives instructions in vipra-bhakti: 


vipran krtagasam api naiva druhyata mamakah 
ghnantam bahu sapantam va namaskuruta nityasah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.64.41) 


"O My kinsmen! Do not harm a brahmana, even if he offends 
you! Even if He assaults You or abuses you, you must always 
bow down to him." 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada has described five levels of 
raganuga-sddhana, namely svabhista bhavamaya (practice that 
is full of the desired mood), svabhista bhava sambandhi 
(practice that is related to the desired mood), svabhista 
bhavanukila (practice that is favorable to the desired mood), 
svabhista bhavaviruddha (practice that is not unfavorable to 
the desired mood), and svabhista bhava viruddha (practice that 
is unfavorable to the desired mood). 

Of the five, the practice that is not unfavorable to the desired 
mood contains items like honouring the cows, the brahmanas 
and the Banyan-trees. These practices can be beneficial to the 
practice of ragdnuga bhajana. 
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After this, Sripada declares his wonderful love for his own 
initiation-mantra. In the Brahma Purana the following 
definition is given of a mantra: 


omkaradi samayuktam namaskaranta kirtitam 
sva nama sarva sattvanam mantra ityabhidhiyate 


“A mantra is given by the Lord and the great sages, it starts 
with an invocatory syllable like ‘OM’, and it ends with a sign of 
obeisance, which is decorated with bijas (root-syllables such as 
namah or svaha). Furthermore it contains the names of the 
Lord and the special power to establish a certain relationship 
between the practitioner and the Lord: It blesses the 
practitioner in freeing him or her from the bondage of physical 
life and bestows a spiritual body which is suitable for serving 
the Lord. 

As the mantra-diksd emanates from the mouth of the sad- 
guru, a special divine mantra-power is then infused into the 
heart of the aspirant devotee which gives him the ability to do 


bhajana. 


diksa kale bhakta kore atma samarpana; 
sei kale krsna tare kore atma sama 
sei deha tara kore cid-ananda-maya; 
aprakrta dehe tara carana bhajaya 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya ch.4) 


"At the time of initiation the devotee surrenders himself, and 
at that time Krsna makes him equal to Himself, giving him a 
transcendental body, in which the devotee can worship His 
lotus feet." 
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Of all the mantras, which are discussed in the scriptures in 
connection with initiation, the Sri-Krsna-mantra is most 
prominent. 

And again of all these the king of mantras, the 18-syllable or 
10-syllable ‘gopi-jana-vallabha’-mantra which contains all the 
pastimes within madhura-rasa, is the crown jewel of all 
mantras. 

The wonderful result of practicing this mantra will be 
experienced by someone who practices it with the greatest love 
and who learns its meaning from his initiating guru. 

Only a reader of Sanatana Gosvami’s Brhad Bhagavatamrta 
knows how the hero, Gopa Kumara, was able to travel through 
the entire spiritual sky by devoutly practicing this mantra. 

Then Sri Raghunatha dasa prays for wonderful attachment 
to the Holy Name of Krsna. 

The chanting of the Holy Name by a devotee who is 
genuinely attached to the Lord brings all perfection. 
The chanting of the Holy Name is both the means and the goal 
of a devotee’s life, for there’s no difference between the Name 
and the Named: 


namas cintamani krsnas caitanya rasa vigrahah 
purna suddho nitya mukto’bhinnatvan nama namino 


(Padma Purana) 


"The Holy Name of Krsna is a Cintamani-jewel and is the 
very form of consciousness and transcendental flavour. It is 
completely pure and eternally liberated, and there is no 
difference between the name and the named." 

Srila Jiva Gosvami writes the following commentary to this 
verse: 
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namaiva cintamanih sarvartha datrtvat. na kevalani tadrsam 
eva api tu caitanya laksano yah krsnah sa eva saksdat. tatra hetur 
abhinnatvddititi. 

"The Holy Name is like Cintamani, a touchstone which is 
able to bestow all which is desired. It is not just able to bestow 
everything because it is equal to the Lord, but it is Krsna 
Himself, who is endowed with the characteristics of caitanya, 
or consciousness. This is the meaning of the nondifference 
between the name and the named." 

In other words, it is not that the Holy Name has been 
emancipated with the Lord because it has equal potency, but 
the Holy Name is Krsna Himself. Not only that, but according 
to Srila Ripa Gosvami the Holy Name shows qualities like 
mercy even more than Krsna Himself! 


vacyam vacakam ityudeti bhavato nama-svarapa-dvayam 
purvasmat param eva hanta karunam tatrapi janimahe 

yas tasmin vihitaparadha nivahah prani samantad bhaved 
asyenedam updasya so’pi hi sadanandambudhau majjati 


"O Holy Name! We know that you have appeared as the 
transcendental form of Krsna (vdcya) and as His Holy 
Name(vdcaka), but of the two I consider the Holy Name to be 
more merciful, for if one offends the Lord one can be delivered 
from the reaction by loudly calling out His name and thus be 
immersed in an ocean of transcendental loving bliss!" 

In this way it is known that all the means and all the goals 
of human perfection lie in the Holy Name of Sri Krsna. 

The chanting of the Holy Name is the primary item (arigz) of 
devotional practice, and all the other items are secondary 


(anga). 
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Remembering this, the practicing devotees should chant the 
Holy Name with even more devotional attachment. In this way 
they will become swiftly blessed. 

Finally Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami says: 

"O mind! Take shelter of the incomparable youthful loving 
couple of Vraja, Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna, and thus increase your 
wonderful love for Them!" 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is an eternal associate of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, known as Tulast Majijari or Rati 
Maiijari, and he has descended along with the Lord to teach the 
aspiring devotees the intricacies of the worship of Radha and 
Krsna, thus taking them along to the Vraja-nikuiija. 

The worship of the youthful Couple of Vraja as a manjari 
(spiritual maidservant) is the unprecedented and most merciful 
gift of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

One of the reasons for Mahaprabhu’s descension is to 
mercifully bless the sinful and fallen souls of the age of Kali by 
giving them this intimate worship of the Divine Couple of 
Vraja, which is rarely attained even by Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, 
Uddhava and other great souls. 

Some may think: 

"Mahaprabhu Himself has said (in Caitanya Caritamrta): 

cari bhava bhakti diya nacaimu bhuvana 

‘I will make the world dance by giving it devotion to Krsna in 
four different moods (servanthood, fraternal love, parental 
love, and amorous love).’ Then how can you say that He only 
came to give the intimate worship of Radha and Krsna?" 

The answer to this may be that: 

"He may have said that, but factually He established during His 
discussions with Sri Ramananda Raya and others, that the 
worship of Radha and Krsna is the crown jewel of all human 
pursuits. He Himself as well as His direct disciples, the Six 
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Gosvamis, who are the dcdryas of the Gaudiya Vaisnava 
Sampradaya, mainly practiced and preached the amorous love 
for Krsna as the highest attainment, and their books are filled 
mainly with this topic. 

How Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami was immersed in 
worshipping the Divine Couple in mafijari-bhava can be clearly 
experienced as we go on discussing his Stavavali-prayers. 

It has been ascertained in various ways by the Gosvamis, who 
carry Sriman Mahaprabhu’s teachings in their throats, that 
simply by worshipping Sri Krsna without Sri Radha, one attains 
only a drop of the relish of the Krsna-ocean. 

Sri Krsna is like a bottomless ocean of sweetness, which is 
hard to enter into. 

Nevertheless, the greatest way of experiencing God is 
relishing His sweetness. How can an insignificant living entity 
ever enter into this ocean of sweetness? Only if the living 
entities would receive a lot of mercy from a great energy 
through complete love would they be able to savour this 
complete sweetness of Sri Krsna and become blessed. That 
great energy is Sri Radha. 

Just as the ocean of Sri Krsna’s sweetness increases 
unlimitedly when He is with Sri Radha, Sri Radha makes the 
living entities who surrender to Her lotus feet relish Krsna’s full 
sweetness in sakhi- or mafijart-bhava. 

Not only that, She also makes them relish it even more than 
She relishes it Herself} 


radhara svariipa - krsna prema kalpalata; 
sakhigana hoy - tara pallava puspa pata 
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krsna lilamrta yadi latake siticaya; 
nija seka hoite pallavadyera koti sukha hoy 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 8) 


"Radha is a desire-vine of love for Krsna, and the sakhis are 
the buds, leaves, flowers of that vine. When that vine is 
sprinkled with the nectar of Krsna’s pastimes, the buds and 
flowers experience millions of times more happiness than the 
vine herself." 

They experience happiness a million times more because Sri 
Radha can relish the great sweetness of Krsna with them, but 
the sakhis and mafijaris who are surrendered to Her lotus feet 
can relish the sweetness of both Radha and Krsna when They 
are together. They can also relish the wonderful savour of the 
service to this sweet Couple, and thus be blessed. 

The worship of Radha and Krsna in the mood of the manjaris 
is the highest stage the living entity can attain in the kingdom 
of divine flavours through the practice of loving devotional 
service. For this reason Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, though 
he is a nitya-siddha-majijari, has instructed the aspiring 
devotees of the world to become more attached to the lotus feet 
of S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava, on the pretext of instructing his own 
mind. 

It’s no wonder that a devotee who follows the instructions 
only of even this one verse, what to speak of all the other verses, 
will invoke a benediction for his s@dhana. 


ohe bhratah mora mana, ei mama nivedana, 
sada dambha parityaga koro 
hari bhakti niketana, Sri gurura sri carana, 
anurdage ta’ asraya koro 
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"O mind, my brother! I pray to you: 
Always give up your pride and lovingly take shelter of your 
gurudeva’s lotus feet which are the abode of devotion to Hari!" 


aprakrta cinmaya dhama, vrndavana yara nama, 
tahe yoto sthavara jangama 
gala lagni krta vase, sada asru nire bhese, 
nitya tadera koroho pranaéma 


"Always offer your obeisances to all the moving and non- 
moving living entities of the transcendental abode named 
Vrndavana, thereby shedding tears of love and holding a piece 
of cloth around the neck (in humble submission)." 


vaisnava mahdanta-gana, prema bhaktira mahdjana, 
jane jane patita pavana 
bhrtya praya sage phira, nitya paricarya koro, 
tabe hobe vanchita pirana 


"Always associate with the saintly Vaisnavas who are the great 
teachers of loving devotion and who are redeeming one fallen 
soul after the other. If you always engage in their service like a 
menial servant all your (devotional) desires will be fulfilled." 


Sri krsnera priyavara, dvija-gane bhakti koro, 
asirvada mangala karana 
akhila brahmanda-pati, suprasanna hobe ati 
tahadera korile sevana 


"Serve Sri Krsna’s most beloved brahmanas, for they can give 


you auspicious blessings. If you serve them, the Lord of all the 
worlds will be very pleased with you." 
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krpa sakti sancarita, diksa mantra guru-datta, 
japa mana loiyd sarana 
mantra-raja akarsane, prakasiya vrndavane 
dekha dibe madana mohana 


"The initiation-mantra is invested with the grace of the guru. 
Practice this mantra and take shelter of it. Madana-Mohana will 
be so attracted to this king of mantras that He will reveal 
Himself to you in Vrndavana." 


sarva Sakti pariptirna, mahaprabhu mukhodgirna, 
bhuvana maigala hari-nama 
koro Sravana kirtana, japa mana ratri dina, 
premananda yara parindma 


"The Holy Name of Hari, which emanated from the mouth 
of Mahaprabhu, is filled with all transcendental potencies and 
is the source of auspiciousness to the whole world. Hear and 
chant this Holy Name and repeat it day and night. 

This will result in ecstatic love of Krsna." 


nava vidha bhakti ratne, anusilana kori yatne, 
bhaja mana yugala carana 
dasanete trna dhare, ei ctu vakya dvare, 
tuya pade kori nivedana 


"O mind! Follow the nine jewel like types of devotion with 
care and worship the lotus feet of the Divine Couple. Holding 
a straw between my teeth I speak this flattering words to you 
and I pray to your feet." 


~ 163 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


TEACHING NR. 2: 


na dharmam naédharmam sruti-gana-niruktam kila kuru 
vraje radha-krsna-pracura-paricaryam iha tanu 
Saci-stinum nandisvara-pati-sutatve guru-varam 

mukunda-presthatve smara param ajasram nanu manah 


na - not; dharmam - religion; na - not; adharmam - irreligion; 
Srutigana - Vedas; niruktam - described; kila - certainly; kuru - do; 
vraje - in Vraja; radha krsna - Radha and Krsna; pracura - abundant; 
paricaryam - worship; iha - here; tanu - body; saci stinum - the son of 
Saci; nandisvara pati - the Lord of Nandisvara; sutatve - being the 
son; guru - teacher; vara - the best; mukunda - Mukunda; presthatve 
- being dear to; smara - remember; param - great; ajasram - always; 
nanu - indeed; manah - O mind! 


O mind! Don’t follow any of the religious or irreligious 

paths which are prescribed or forbidden by the Vedas. 
Intently worship Radha and Krsna in Vraja! 
Know that the son of mother Saci (Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu) is the son of the king of Nandisvara (Sri 
Krsna) and that the best of spiritual teachers is dear to 
Lord Mukunda (Sri Krsna). 


Commentary: 

Srimat Raghunatha disa Gosvami instructs the aspiring 
devotees of the world in some of the compulsory duties of pure 
raganuga-bhakti and in the science of devotion on the pretext 
of instructing his own mind. 

The Vedic scriptures are vast, and according to the eligibility 
of the many different human beings there are different 
instructions in them on fruitive activities, wisdom, and 
devotional service. Sometimes someone can give up a lower 
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occupation and become eligible to enter into a higher 
occupation. These things are also ascertained by the scriptures. 

If by some inconceivable fortune one attains the mercy and 
the association of a great saint, one may gain faith in the process 
of hearing and chanting about the Lord and develop a liking for 
it. 

In this way one will transcend the varndsrama-system of the 
four social and spiritual orders and the path of intellectual 
spiritual realisation (jfidna) and gain access to pure faithful 
devotional worship. 

In Srimad Bhagavata (11.20.9) Lord Krsna tells Uddhava: 


tavat karmani kurvita na nirvidyeta yavata 
mat katha sravanddau va sraddha yavan na jayate 


"One must continue performing one’s occupational duties as 

they are prescribed by the Vedas, as long as one has not 
developed a liking for hearing topics about Me." 
The purport of this is that as soon as one’s heart is purified by 
performing Vedic fruitive activities one becomes callous 
towards worldly affairs and gains access to the path of jridna, 
intellectual spiritual realisation. As long as one has not by 
chance become attracted to the topics of the Lord by the grace 
of a great saint, one must continue to perform all the different 
social duties. A faithful person becomes eligible to render pure 
devotional service to the Supreme Lord, and should not to 
engage in fruitive activities or contemplative wisdom. 

The Lord Himself has instructed the world to give up the 
caste- and drama-system and to worship Him instead. 
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Gndayaiva gundn dosan mayadistan api svakan 
dharman santyajya yah sarvan mam bhajet sa ca sattamah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 11.11.32) 


"He is the best of all men, who, having completely neglected 
all his duties though prescribed by Me, while knowing well the 
virtues (of following them) and the sins (of not following them), 
worships Me alone." 

Sridhara Svami writes in his commentary on this verse: 
maya veda-riipena adistan api sva-dharman santyajya yo mam 
bhajet so’pyevan ptirvoktavat sattamah. kim ajnanat nastikyad 
vaP na, dharmdcarane sattva-suddhyddin gundn_ vipakse 
dosdms cdjiidydya jidtvdpi mad dhyana viksepataya mad 
bhaktyaiva sarvan bhavisyatiti drdha niscayenaiva dharman 
santyajya 

"Such a person knows that such fruitive activities are simply 
disturbing his meditations on Me, so he becomes firmly 
determined to give them up and engage in My devotional 
service. He does not give up the Vedic rules and regulations out 
of atheism or ignorance". 

At the end of the Bhagavad Gita the Lord gave a similar 
instruction as being the most confidential of all teachings. 


sarva dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 
ahan tvam sarva papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah 


"O Arjuna! Give up all forms of religion and simply surrender 
unto Me. I will free you from all sins. Do not fear." 
This verse confirms that those who tread the path of pure 
devotion give up all connection with the religious and 
irreligious activities which are discussed in the Vedas. 
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Sri Raghunatha dasa then says: vraje radhd-krsna pracura 
paricaryam iha tanu 

"O mind! Give up the moral and immoral activities which 
have been described by the Vedas and elaborately serve Radha 
and Krsna in Vraja!" 

The word paricaryd is a synonym for puja, sevd, updsand and 
so on. pracura paricaryd here means that on the path of 
raganuga bhakti the devotee thinks of himself as a devotee of 
Vraja both in his external body and in his mentally conceived 
spiritual body. 


Srila Ripa Gosvami has written: 


sevd sadhaka riipena siddha riipena catra hi 
tad bhava lipsunda karyd vraja-lokanusaratah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 1.2.295) 


"A person who desires love for the lotus feet of Radha and 
Madhava should follow in the footsteps of the people of Vraja, 
serving Them both in his external devotee-body (in allegiance 
to Sri Ripa and Sanatana Gosvami) and in his spiritual body (in 
allegiance to Si Ripa and Rati Maiijari)." 


bahya antara thara dui to sadhana; 
bahya - sadhaka dehe kore sravana kirtana 
mane - nija siddha dehe koriya bhavana; 
ratri dine kore vraje krsnera sevana 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 22) 


"There are two kinds of devotional practice: internal and 
external. In the external body one engages in hearing and 
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chanting and in the mind one conceives of one’s own spiritual 
body, in which to serve Krsna in Vraja day and night." 

A devotee who desires love for Radha and Krsna should 
persistently live in Vraja (if not physically, then mentally) and 
serve (the deity of) Radha and Krsna with flowers and dairy- 
products from Vraja, always chanting Hare Krsna and hearing 
about the loving pastimes of Radha and Krsna from the mouths 
of the rasika devotees. 


radha-krsna sevana, ekanta koriya mana, 
carana kamala boli yau 
dohara nama guna suni, bhakta mukhe puni puni, 
parama ananda sukha pau 


"Fix your mind on the service of Radha and Krsna and praise 

Their lotus feet. You will become most happy by hearing Their 
names and qualities from the mouths of the devotees." 
In this way one should always meditate on one’s mentally 
conceived spiritual body, following in the footsteps of Sit Ripa 
Mafijari and Sri Rati Majijari and mentally serve Radha and 
Krsna throughout Their eternally revolving, eightfold daily 
pastimes. 

Srila Narottama Thakura Mahasaya sings: 


sri rupa manjart sara, srt rati manjari ara, 
ananga manjart manjulalt 

Sri rasa mafijari sange, kasturika adi range 
prema sevd kori kuttthale 


"I will eagerly render loving service with Si Ripa Maiijari, 


Sri Rati Majijari, Ananga Majijari, Mafijulali, Sri Rasa Mahijari, 
Kasttrika and others." 
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e saba anuga hoiya, prema seva nibo caiyd, 
ingite bujhibo sab kaja 
ripe gune dagamagi, sada hobo anuragi, 


vasati koribo sakhi majha 


"Following in their footsteps I will render loving service, and 
I will understand my duties simply on their hints. I will always 
be attached to Their forms and qualities and stay amongst the 
sakhis." 


vrndavane dui jana, caturdike sakhi-gana, 
samaya bujhiya rasa sukhe 
sakhira ingita hobe, camara dhilabo kobe, 
tambila yogabo canda mukhe 


"The Divine Couple resides in Vrndavana and is always 
surrounded by Their girlfriends. Let me serve Them in rasika 
joy, understanding the appropriate time. When can I, on the 
indications of the sakhis, fan Them and offer betel leaves to 
Their moon-like faces?" 


yugala carana sevi, nirantara ei bhavi, 
anuragi rahibo sadaya 
sddhane bhavibo yaha, siddha dehe pabo taha, 
raga-pathera ei se upaya 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"I will always meditate on my service to the lotus feet of this 
Divine Couple and I will always remain attached to this. 
Whatever the r@ganuga-devotee thinks of during his practice, 
he will get when he receives his siddha-(spiritual) body. That is 
the way of raganuga-bhakti." 
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There is an endless variety of ways in which one can think of 
these services within one’s siddha deha, therefore Sri 
Raghunatha dasa speaks of pracura paricaryd, an abundance of 
devotional service, here. 

While worshipping the Divine Couple in this way Sri 
Raghunatha dasa instructs his mind to see Sri Sacinandana (Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu) as Sri Nandanandana (Sri Krsna) 
Himself, in the mood of Sri Narottama dasa: 
vrajendra-nandana yei, saci-suta hoilo sei 
"He who is the prince of Vraja has now become the son of 
mother Saci." 

The purport here is that in previous ages even the great sages 
were hardly able to enter into the confidential worship of Radha 
and Krsna. Vrajendra-Nandana then became greedy after His 
own sweetness in the mood of Srimati Bhanu-nandini, accepted 
Her mood and complexion and thus became Gaura, relishing 
the sweetness of Vraja-lila Himself and teaching His devotees 
how to relish this also. 


krsna lilamrta sara, tara Sata sata dhara, 
dasa dige bohe yaha hoite 
se caitanya lila hoy, sarovara aksaya, 
mana hamsa caraho tahate 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 25) 


"The pastimes of Krsna are the quintessence of nectar and 
hundreds of streams emanate from it, forming an endless lake 
of Caitanya-pastimes. Make your swan-like mind swim in this 
shoreless nectar-lake." 

This is why the devotees think of Sri Gaura relishing the 
pastimes of Radha and Krsna, before meditating on that 


~ 170 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


particular Radha-Krsna-lila. In this way the worship of the 
raganugiya Gaudiya Vaisnavas becomes very beautiful and 
expert as they meditate on the eternal daily pastimes of Sri 
Gauranga alongside with the eternal pastimes of Sri-Sri Radha- 
Krsna. 

Then Sri Raghunatha dasa thinks of his guru as being Sri 
Mukunda’s dear most devotee. The scriptures always order the 
devotees to think of the guru as being non-different from the 
beloved deity. Sri Krsna Himself tells Uddhava in Srimad 
Bhagavata: dcdryam man vijaniyat (11.17.27) 

"Know the dcdrya to be Me". guru krsna riipa hon sastrera 
pramana (C.C., Adi 1) 

"The scriptures have proven that the guru is a form of Krsna". 
In this connection Sri Jiva Gosvami has written: 
suddha bhaktas tv eke srt guroh sri sivas ca bhagavata 
mahabheda drstini tat priyatamatvenaiva manyante 
(Bhakti Sandarbha 213) 

"But the pure devotees see the guru, as well as Sit Siva, as 
non-different from the Supreme Lord on the strength of their 
being His dear most beloveds." 

Such devotees are very rare, though, hence Sri Jiva used the 
word eke (one). 

In this consciousness Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami always 
remembers his guru as being Mukunda’s dear most beloved. 


Sruti Sastre pratipadya, ara nisiddhadi pada, 
dharmadharma sab parihari 
nitya satya premaspada, ovraje radha-krsna pada, 
bhajo mana divasa sarvart 


"O mind! Give up all the rules which are set by the Vedic 
scriptures, as well as all things which are forbidden there, like 
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all religiosity and irreligiosity. Instead, day and night worship 
the feet of Radha and Krsna in Vraja which are eternal and real 
and which are the abode of love." 


vrajendra-nandana yei, saci-suta hoilo sei, 
ei bhave gauraiiga carana 
ohe mana! bhajo tumi, e minati kori ami, 
dibe prema anargha ratana 


"O mind! I humbly pray to you: ‘Worship the lotus feet of 
Gauranga in the mood of He Who is the son of Vrajendra and 
has now become the son of mother Saci!’, and He will give you 
priceless jewels of love of God!" 


gaura-govinda prestha, Sri guru tahara prestha, 
krsna-krpa@ guru-ripa dhare 
jivera maya andhakara, nasibare vrata yara, 
ghuriya bedaya ghare ghare 


"The guru is Gaura-Govinda’s most beloved, for he is the 
form of Krsna who wanders from house to house, dedicated to 
destroy the darkness of illusion in the hearts of the conditioned 
souls." 


govinda vildsa ghara, yara suddha kalevara, 
bhaja mana sri guru-carana 
locana dnanda data, nama prema-bhakti dhata, 
avatirna patita padvana 


"O mind! Worship the lotus feet of the gwru, whose pure 


body is the abode of Govinda’s pastimes and who has 
descended to save the fallen souls, to delight the eyes and to 
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bestow upon us the chanting of the Holy Name and loving 
devotion." 


TEACHING NR. 3: 


yadiccher avasam vraja-bhuvi sa-ragam pratijanur 

yuva-dvandvam tac cet paricaritum arad abhilaseh 

svariipam sri-ripam sa-ganam iha tasyagrajam api 
sphutam premna nityam smara nama tad4a tvam srnu manah 


yadi - if; iccheh - of the desire; @vasam - residence; vraja-bhuvi - 
in Vraja; sa - with; ragam - sacred passion; prati - every; januh - birth; 
yuva - youthful; dvandvam - Couple; tat - that; cet - if; paricaritum - 
worship; drdd - near; abhilaseh - of the desire; svaripam - Srila 
Svartipa Damodara Gosvami; §rt riipam - Rapa Gosvami; sa-ganam - 
with his group; iha - here; tasya - his; agrajam - elder brother, 
Sanatana Gosvami; api - even; sphutam - clearly; premnd - with love; 
nityam - eternally; smara - remember; nama - bow down; tada - then; 
tvam - you; srnu - listen; manah - mind. 


O mind, listen! If you want to live in Vraja with great 
love birth after birth and if you want to attain the service 
of the youthful Couple of Vraja (Radha-Krsna), then 
always lovingly remember and honour Sri Svaripa 
Damodara, Sri Ripa Gosvami and his devotees as well as 
his elder brother, Sri Sanatana Gosvami! 


Commentary: 
In this verse Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami too instructs his 
mind about the secrets of raga bhajana. 
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"O Mind! If you want to live in Vraja with love birth after 
birth..." — Now the question arises: Does a devotee have to 
take birth again and again? 

The answer is: Devotional practice is not the same as jndna 
or yoga-practice. The practice of bhakti is sweet and its 
resultant perfection is also sweet. 

The experiences of s@dhana bhakti, bhava bhakti and prema 
bhakti are to some extent included in each other. The savour of 
sadhana bhakti is not less. 

Especially the taste of living in Vraja is so great and 
astonishing that the devotee desires to take birth there again 
and again to relish it and the Lord, Who fulfills all of His 
devotee’s desires, also thinks: "Let My devotee savour the 
nectar of living in Vraja!“ 

The devotee humbly thinks that he doesn’t have any devotion 
and prays: 


natha yoni sahasresu yesu yesu vrajamyaham 
tesu tesvacyuta bhaktir acyute’stu sada tvayi 


(Prahlada praying in the Visnu Purana) 


"O Lord Acyuta! May I have unflinching devotion for You in 
all the thousands of births I may still have to take!" 

The devotee humbly thinks that he is so sinful that he will 
have to take many births more in the material world in different 
species, but it doesn’t matter to him as long as he has devotion 
to God in his heart! 

Sri Raghunatha dasa speaks here about living in Vraja with 
love, birth after birth. How beautiful is the picture of living in 
Vraja with love! 
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Srila Ripa Gosvami, Sri Sanatana Gosvami and_ Srila 
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, who showered themselves with 
tears of love while feeling anxious separation from their beloved 
deity, are the best examples of how to live in Vraja with love. 
They only wore loincloths and chddars (shawls) and floated on 
the waves of the nectar-ocean of the love of the gopis. 
Everything in Vraja reminded them so much of Radha and 
Krsna that they wandered all over Vrajamandala, lamenting and 
searching for their beloved deities: 


he radhe vraja devike ca lalite he nanda stino kutah 
srt govardhana kalpa padapa-tale kalindi-vanye kutah 
ghosantav iti sarvato vraja-pure khedair mahé vihvalau 
vande riipa-sandtanau raghu-yugau sri jiva gopdlakau 


"O Radhe! O goddess of Vraja! O Lalite! O Son of Nanda! 

Where are You? Now I am in Vraja-dhama, the abode of Your 
eternal pastimes, where You are immersed in the rasa of Your 
pastimes, diffusing unlimited sweetness! Are Your pastimes 
going on at the foot of a wish-yielding tree near Govardhana 
Hill, or are You enjoying on the bank of the Yamuna?” 
In this way these six Gosvamis very anxiously cried out for 
Radha and Madhava, and wandered throughout Vraja-mandala 
looking for Them. I offer my obeisances unto these six 
Gosvamis!" 

Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura has sung in his ‘Prarthana 
Gitika (song 25)’: 


karanga kaupina loiya, chenda kaiitha gaye diya, 
teydgiya sakala visaya 
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krsna anuraga hobe, _ vrajera nikutije kobe, 
jaiya koribo nijaloya 


"When will I become so attracted to Krsna that I will give up 
all sense enjoyment, wear only a loincloth and a torn up chddar, 
and carry only a clay pot (kd@rud) with me? When can I go to the 
nikufijas of Vraja and make them my home?" 


hari hari! kobe mora hoibe sudina? 
phala mila vrndavane, — khabo diva avasane, 
bhramibo hoiya udasina 


"Hari Hari! When will that great day be mine when I can 
wander around in Vrndavana, not caring about anything, eating 
only fruits and roots at the end of the day?" 


Sttala yamunda jale, snana kori kutithole, 
premavese anandita hoiya 
bahu por bahu tuli, orndavane kuli kuli, 
krsna boli bedabo kanidiya 


"I will eagerly take a bath in the cool Yamuna-water and in 
great loving ecstasy I will raise my arms and wander all over 
Vrndavana, crying out “Krsna!” 
dekhibo sanketa sthana, judabe tapita prana, 

premavese gadagadi dibo 
kaha radha pranesvari, — kaha giri-varadhari, 
kaha natha boliya dakibo 


"I will soothe my burning heart by seeing Radha and Krsna’s 
meeting place and I will roll around there in great loving 
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ecstasy, crying out: "Where are You, O Radhe, Queen of my 
heart? O Lord Girivaradhari! Where are You?" 

This is a sweet picture depicting how the devotee lives in 
Vraja with anurdga, deep love. According to the experience of 
the dcaryas, this condition is even more relishable than directly 
meeting the Lord Himself. 

The word saragam can also mean ‘to live in Vraja together 
with other raégdnugd devotees’. 

The devotion of Krsna’s eternal associates in Vraja is called 
ragatmika-bhakti, and devotion in allegiance to them is called 
raganuga-bhakti. 


ragamayi bhaktira hoy ragatmika nama; 
taha suni lubdha hoy kon bhagyavan 
lobhe vrajavasi bhave kore anugati; 
Ssastra yukti nahi mane raganugara prakrti 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 22) 


"Devotion full of raga (deep love) is called ragatmika 
devotion. Any fortunate soul who becomes greedy for such 
devotion after hearing about it, will follow the mood of the 
inhabitants of Vraja without caring about scriptural injunctions 
or logical arguments. Such is the nature of ra@gdnugd bhakti." 
Srila Ripa Gosvami writes in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 
(1.2.270): 


virajantam abhivyaktam vrajavast janddisu 
ragatmikam anusrtd yd sa raganugocyate 
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"The devotion which is fully manifest in the people of Vraja 
is called ragatmika and those who follow in their footsteps are 
called ragdnuga-devotees." 

This is the great gift of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the 
Gaudiya Vaisnava dcdryas have practiced and preached it to 
bless all the people of the world. 

This raganuga-bhakti is a vast subject matter and one must 

learn it in all its details from one’s spiritual master. 
Among all the kinds of raganuga bhakti, the sweet amorous 
devotion to Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna is the most favourite in the 
Gaudiya Vaisnava-tradition, therefore Sri Raghunatha says here 
yuva-dvandvam tac cet paricaritum arad abhilaseh 

"O mind! If you desire the worship of the youthful Couple of 
Vraja by taking shelter of raga-bhakti, then worship and 
remember Sri Svariipa, Si Ripa and Sanatana and all their 
devotees!" 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is intrinsically an eternal 
ragatmika-maidservant of Vraja and the above instruction is 
actually meant for the practicing devotees in this world. 
Raga-bhajana can’t be attained without the mercy of the 
greatest rdgdnugd-devotees, therefore it is called krpaika- 
labhya, only attainable by mercy. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvami has written in his Bhakti Rasamrta 
Sindhu at the conclusion of his description of ra@ganugd bhakti 
(1.2.309): krsna tad-bhakta karunya mdtra labhaika hetuka 
"Raganuga-devotion can only be attained by the mercy of Krsna 
or His devotee." 

Sri Jiva Gosvami comments on this: 
mdtra padasya vidhi-marge kutracit karmadi samarpanam api 
dvaran bhavatiti tad vicchedarthah prayoga iti bhavah 
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"The word mdtra (only) indicates that vidhi-bhakti can 
sometimes be attained also through the gradual performance of 
fruitive activities, but r@ga-bhakti can only be attained through 
grace." 

Although Srila Raghunatha Dasa was placed in the care of 
Sit Svartipa Damodara, his greatest shelter, by Lord Caitanya 
Himself, and although he was fully devoted to the lotus feet of 
his life-givers, Si Ripa and Sanatana and their associates, 
devotion is by nature insatiable, so he still instructs his mind to 
always offer obeisances to them and to remember them, and at 
the same time he gives a valuable instruction to those who 
aspire for ragdnuga bhakti today. 


he mana sravana koro, — tumi yadi vancha koro, 
anurdge vrajapure vdsa 
srt radha-govinda deva, _ sakhi-sane kufija seva, 
ei yadi koro abhilasa 
prabhura abhinna riipa, yara nama sri svariipa, 
vraja-rasa vakta cudamani 
gambhirara antaraiga, ydra sange sri gauranga, 
asvadila lila sikharini 
tahara carane mana, podi thako sarva ksana, 
mdanasete koriyd smarana 
bujhibe rasera riti, bhave vibhavita mati, 
radha dasya hobe asvadana 


"O mind, listen! If you want to live in Vraja-pura with love 
and serve S1i Radha-Govinda-deva and Their girlfriends in the 
bowers, then remember and offer obeisances to Sri Svariipa 
Damodara, who is non different from Lord Caitanya, who is the 
crown jewel of speakers on the transcendental mellows of 
Vraja-lild, and with whom Sri Gauranga intimately associated in 
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his room named the Gambhira, relishing the nectar of Krsna’s 
Vraja-pastimes. O Mind! Always stick to his lotus feet by 
remembering him! By doing so, you will understand the 
emotions and taste the mellows of Sri Radha’s service!" 


Srila sandtana riipa, — prema-bhakti rasa-ktipa, 
vrndavane yara mahda-jana 
dasanete trna dhare, — pranati koroho tare, 
kunija seva koroha prarthana 


"Srila Sanatana and Ripa are wells full of the rasa of devotion 
and they are the mahdjanas (leading saints) of Vrndavana. 
O mind! Carry a straw between your teeth, offer obeisances 
unto them and pray to them for service in the kusijas!" 


donhe ati krpavan, dibe Sri carane sthana, 
unnata ujjvala rasa-nama 
anjali anjali bhari, — dibe toma krpa kori, 
dhanya hobe yaha kori pan! 


"They are both very merciful and they will give you a place at 


their feet, blessing you by making you drink handful after 
handful of the elevated erotic rasa." 
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TEACHING NR. 4: 


asad-vartd-vesya visrja mati-sarvasva-haranith 
katha mukti-vyaghrya na srnu kila sarvatma-gilanth 
api tyaktva laksmi-pati-ratim ito vyoma-nayanim 
vraje radha-krsnau sva-rati-manidau tvam bhaja manah 


asad - nonsense; vartd - subjects; vesyd - prostitute; visrja - give up; 
mati - discriminating intelligence; sarvasva - the treasure; haranih - 
stealing; katha - talks; mukti - liberation; vydghra - the tigress; na - 
not; srnu - listen; kila - surely; sarva - complete; dtma - self; gilanth - 
devours; api - even; tyaktud - give up; laksmi - the goddess of fortune; 
pati - the Lord; ratim - love; itah - here; vyoma - Vaikuntha; nayanim 
- takes; vraje - in Vraja; radha-krsnau - Radha and Krsna; sva - own; 
rati - love; mani - jewel; dau - givers; tvami - you; bhaja - worship; 
manah - mind. 


O mind! Give up the prostitute of speaking and 
hearing nonsense, which will rob you of the treasure of 
your heart! Don’t listen to the words of the tigress of 
liberation which swallows your whole individuality and 
also give up your love for the Lord of Laksmi (Narayana), 
for that will take you to the majestic realm of Vaikuntha! 
Worship instead Radha and Krsna in Vraja, the givers of 
the jewels of Love for Themselves! 


Commentary: 
Now Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami begins to describe the 
powerful obstacles to bhajana and to give very valuable 
instructions about the life of sadhana in this Manah Siksa on 
the pretext of instructing his own mind. 

In Vedic culture, instructions come in the form of ‘do’s’ and 
‘don'ts’, and the “don’ts’ are mentioned first. "0 Mind! Give up 
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your association with the prostitute called asad-varta, unreal 
topics, for she will take everything away from your 
consciousness!" 

Except for topics of Krsna, every topic is unreal. Our hearts 
are contaminated by desires for enjoyment of dead matter and 
fruitive results, and it is very difficult to wash that 
contamination off on one’s own strength, since the individual 
soul has only very limited power. The senses are very powerful, 
independent and fixed on their material objects and without the 
mercy of the Lord, Who makes the devotee relish His own 
sweetness, no one can become free from their control on his 
own strength. 

The devotee should nevertheless do his best to fix his mind 
on Krsna and withdraw it from everything else. 

Sriman Mahaprabhu personally told Sri Raghunatha Dasa 
Gosvami: gramya katha na sunibe, gramya varta na kohibe 

"Don’t speak about village-topics and don’t hear any village- 
topics". 

gramya-vartd means topics on other subject matters than 
God. Both hearing and speaking nonsense will disturb the mind 
and will obstruct spiritual progress. Some people think that 
gramya-kathd means only ‘speaking about women’, but Srila 
Sridhara Svami writes in his commentary on Srimad Bhagavata 
3.28.3: gramya-dharma nivrttis ca: village religion (gramya- 
dharma) consists of religiosity, economic development, and 
sense enjoyment’. 

Hence gramya-varta should be understood as any topic not 
related to Krsna. ‘sat’ means that, which is real in all three 
phases of time: past, present and future. Asat is exactly the 
opposite of that. 


" sramyas traivargiko dharmah tasman nivrttih 
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All temporary creations of mdyd are asat and hearing or 
speaking about asat-topics must be given up, for they take away 
everything from the discriminating intelligence. 

Sri Jiva Gosvami writes at the end of his Laghu-Tosani- 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavata’s verse 10.51.36, that the 
God-consciousness of a devotee who attains the association of 
great devotees is called the seed of rati: 

sat sangamena raty-ankura riipaiva matir jayata iti 

"Discussion of nonsense topics destroys this seed of rati, 
which is the all-in-all of the consciousness, and in this way the 
vine of devotion which was planted by the grace of guru and 
Vaisnava can’t grow in the devotee’s heart." 

Just as a seemingly sweet and beautiful-looking prostitute 
takes away a man’s wealth, beauty and reputation, so too the 
prostitute of asad-vartd takes away the mati, or discriminating 
intelligence, from the living being. 

Those who always speak and hear nonsense will think more 
and more about those subjects and less and less about Krsna, 
until the whole consciousness has been taken over by nonsense 
thoughts, not allowing any thoughts of Krsna to enter anymore. 
Especially a renunciant should be cautious that he does not fall 
from his vow by being callous and allowing his mind to become 
absorbed in bodily consciousness. 

Devotion is pure when it has only the pure motivation to 
satisfy the Lord. Devotion becomes superficial when it has 
other purposes. The worst kind of asad-varta is hearing and 
speaking about other people’s faults. 

Lord Caitanya said in Caitanya Bhagavata: 
madyapera niskrti dchaye kon kdle; para-carcakera gati kabhu 
nahi bhdale 

"A drunkard can be redeemed at any time, but the 
destination of someone who slanders others is never good." 
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The slanderer always sees other people’s faults before him and 
gets more and more taste for speaking about them, so his mouth 
gradually becomes very coarse. As a result the saintly attitude 
will disappear from his heart and make place for an unsaintly 
attitude to sit down there. This is why hearing and speaking 
nonsense has been compared to a prostitute. 

One may ask: 

"Well, if the three goals of human life, namely religiosity, 
economic development and sense enjoyment are rejectable, 
then we can hear about (the fourth goal) liberation!“ 

But Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says here: 
katha mukti-vydghra na srnu kila sarvatma gilanth 

"Do also not listen to the tigress called liberation, who 
swallows your whole dtma!" 

Just as a tigress devours the whole body, talks about 
liberation devour the body, mind, intelligence and the 
individual soul®. The individual soul is an eternal servant of 
Krsna, and thus the four goals of human life, religiosity, 
economic development, sense gratification, and liberation are 
all forms of deceit. Amongst them, liberation is the greatest 
form of deceit, for it makes the fortune of Krsna-bhajana vanish 
forever. 


ajtiana tamera nama kohiye kaitava; 
dharma-artha-kama moksa vaiicha adi saba 
tara madhye moksa vaticha kaitava pradhana; 
yaha hoite krsna-bhakti hoy antardhana 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi 1st chapter) 


* atma means body, mind, intelligence, life, nature and ego. 
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The soul is an eternal servant of God and when it desires its 
own sensual happiness the soul is cheating. 

This cheating goes on under the names of dharma (religiosity), 
artha (economic development), kdma (sense gratification), and 
moksa (liberation). 

A person who desires liberation has become so blinded by 
desires for personal happiness that in his desire to become free 
from the suffering of birth, death and the three kinds of 
material misery (caused by his own body and mind, by the 
elements and by other living beings) he also destroys his 
servant-master relationship with God forever. 

"Sri Krsna is my master, and I am His servant, being an 
individual living entity!" 

This feeling of relationship is called bhakti, or devotion and 
can be awakened by the grace of a saint as long as the living 
entity is still engrossed in dharma, artha or kama, but when the 
desire for liberation awakens and one merges with God, the 
servant-master relationship disappears forever and there is no 
more possibility of any exchange of love. This is opposed to the 
servant-consciousness and is therefore the major kind of deceit. 

Just as one becomes afraid of hearing the word ‘tigress’, so a 
pure devotee also becomes afraid of hearing the word 
‘liberation’. 

Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya told Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu: 
mukti sabda kohite mone hoy ghrna trasa; bhakti sabda kohite 
mone hoy to ullasa 

"When I hear the word ‘liberation’ my mind feels hatred and 
fear, but when I hear the word ‘devotion’ my mind becomes 
very happy." 

Therefore it has been forbidden to listen to the words of the 
tigress named mukti which swallows one’s entire self. 

And if any reverentially worshipping devotee then says: 
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‘O Gosvamin! I understand! You have given up everything, 
desiring devotion to the Lord of Vaikuntha, Sri Narayana!’ then 
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says: 

api tyaktvd laksmi-pati ratim: "Also give up your reverential 
devotion for Sri Laksmi-Narayana which leads you to 
Vaikuntha!“ 

Reverential devotion decreases the possibility to love Krsna 
spontaneously, therefore those who want a pure loving 
relationship with the Lord do not desire such a respectful 
worship. 
aisvarya jndna pradhanye sankocita priti; dekhile nd mane 
aisvarya - kevalara riti: 

"The nature of kevald, or pure and sweet devotion, is that the 
devotee may see Krsna’s prowess, but he does not heed it, for 
knowledge of Krsna’s prowess will cause his spontaneous love 
to shrink." 

The devotees whose love is mixed with awe and reverence 
can’t love the Lord like this. 

Sri Krsna says in Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi 4): 


aisvarya jiidnete sab jagata misrita; 
aisvarya Ssithila preme nahi mora prita 
amare isvara mane - Gpanake hina; 
tara preme vasa ami na hoi adhina 
mora putra mora sakha mora prana-pati; 
ei bhave kore yei more suddha bhakti 
apanake bodo mane - amare sama hina; 
sarva bhave ami hoi - tahara adhina 


"The whole world is pervaded by awareness of My prowess 
and majesty, but such weakened love does not please Me. 
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I am not subdued by the devotion of someone who considers 
Me to be the Supreme Lord and thinks of himself as low and 
inferior. I am subdued in all respects by the love of anyone who 
is purely devoted to Me, thinking: “He is my son, He is my 
friend or He is my lover’, and who thinks that he’s greater than 
or equal to Me." 

Srimat Sanatana Gosvami wrote in his ‘Brhad 
Bhagavatamrta’ that when Sri Gopa Kumara, who had a 
relationship of pure friendship with Krsna in Vraja, came to 
Vaikunthaloka, he could not become happy even by seeing 
Lord Narayana due to His vastly majestic appearance. 

One day Lord Narayana, Who fulfills all the desires of His 
devotees, appeared before Gopa Kumara in the form of Krsna, 
the son of Nanda. The goddess of fortune then became Sri 
Radha, Dharadevi became Candravali and all the devotees of 
Vaikuntha became cowherd boys, but because the whole 
display took place in the majestic surroundings of Vaikuntha, it 
could not please Gopa Kumara, not even when Lord Narayana 
imitated Krsna’s pastimes of tending the cows in one of 
Vaikunthaloka’s gardens! 

Sri Gopa Kumara himself said: 


tathapi tasmin paramesa buddhe vaikuntha lokagamana smrtes ca 
sanjayamandadara gauravena tat prema hanya sva mano na trpyet 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.4.113) 


"Still I considered Him to be the Supreme Lord and I 
remembered that I had come to Vaikunthaloka. The reverential 
feelings which arose in my heart at that time hampered my 
sweet love and thus my mind could not feel satisfied." 
Vaikunthaloka or the Paravyoma is a place filled with such 
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aisvarya. So much so that if Sri Narayana assumes the form of 
Sri Vrajendra-Nandana there to fulfill the special desires of His 
devotees and even performs His pastimes there, still the 
aisvarya-buddhi can’t disappear there on the strength of the 
location. 

With this in mind S17 Raghunatha has used the words vyoma- 
nayanim. 

Of all the bhavas of Vraja the Gaudiya Vaisnavas again 
practice the greatest one, known as gopi-bhava. 


gopikara mon harite nare narayana 
narayanera ka katha, sri krsna apane; 
gopikara hasya koraite hoy narayane 
catur-bhuja marti dekhaya gopi-ganera age; 
sei krsne gopikara nahe anurage 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 9) 


"(Krsna, the Original Personality of Godhead, steals Laksmi’s 
mind, but) Narayana can’t steal the gopikds’ minds! What to 
speak of Narayana, Sri Krsna Himself even became Narayana 
to make the gopikds laugh! Although Krsna assumed Lord 
Visnu’s four-armed form, the gopikas did not feel attracted to 
‘that Krsna”. 


gopika bhavera ei sudrdha niscoy; 
vrajendra-nandana vind anyatra na hoy 
syamasundara sikhi-pincha guija vibhisana; 
gopa-vesa tri-bhangima murali-vadana 
iha chadi krsna yadi hoy anyakara; 
gopikara bhava na yay nikata tahara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 17) 
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"The mood of the gopis is based on the firm determination 
that they will not have anyone else but Krsna, the prince of 
Vraja. If Krsna assumes any other form then that of flute- 
playing Syamasundara with His threefold bending form, His 
peacock-feather crest, His gu7ijd-bead-ornamentation and His 
cowherders’ dress, the gopis will not go to Him" 

Finally Sri Raghunatha dasa says: vraje rddha-krsnau sva rati 
manidau tvam bhaja manah 

"O mind! Just worship Radha and Krsna in Vraja which are 
the bestowers of the jewel of love for Themselves!" 

Radha and Krsna will give the sweetest possible love for Their 
lotus feet, the love of the maidservants of Sri Radha, to those 
who worship Their lotus feet and thus bless the devotees. 

This is the crown jewel of all kinds of love of God, and it is most 
pure, just like golden molten a hundred thousand times. 

Sri Narottama Thakura Mahasaya sings in Prema Bhakti 
Candrika: 


radha-krsna koro dhyana, svapne-o nd bolo ana, 
prema vind ana nahi cao 
yugala kisora prema, _ yeno laksa-bana hema, 
Grati piriti rase dhyau 


"Meditate on Radha-Krsna and don’t speak of anything else 
but Them, even in Your dreams! Don’t desire anything else but 
prema. The prema of the Yugala Kisora is like gold molten a 
hundred-thousand times. Meditate on the rasa of Their deep 
attachment and love!" 

The duty of prema is to bless the loving devotee with the 
sweet savour of the beloved deity. This prema will immerse the 
worshipper of Radha and Krsna in an ocean of bliss by making 
him relish Their endless sweetness. 
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kanaka ketaki rai, syama marakata kai 
darapa darapa koru cura 
natavara Sekharini, natinira siromani 


dunhu gune durhu mana jhura 


"Sri Radhika’s complexion resembles a golden Ketaki-flower 
and Syamasundara’s complexion crushes the pride of an 
emerald gem. She is the Queen of dancers and He is the crown 
jewel of dancers and Their minds are absorbed in Each other’s 


qualities." 
sri mukha sundara vara, hema nila kanti dhara, 
bhava bhisana koru sobha 
nila pita vasa dhara, gaurit Syama manohara, 


antarera bhave dunhu lobha 


"Their beautiful faces shine with golden and bluish lustre and 
are furthermore beautified with ornaments of ecstatic love. 
Gauri (Radhika) wears an enchanting blue sari and Syama 
wears a yellow dhoti. In this way They reveal Their innermost 
desires (for Each other)." 

There are innumerable sweet forms of God eternally 
manifested in the spiritual kingdom and different devotees 
describe Them in different ways, according to their own mood, 
but the intelligent devotees may ask: 

‘Which form of God is more sweetly described than the one of 
Sri Krsna!’ 

There is no comparison to the sweetness of the divine Pair, 
there is no comparison to the love of the Yugala Kisora! 
Si Raghunatha therefore says: 


~ 190 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


he mon! minati dhara, sada parityaga koro, 
asad varta vesyd kulatake 
mati saravasa dhane, gopane kori harane, 
sei kangala koriyache tomake 


"O mind! Humbly pray! Always leave the prostitute of 
hearing and speaking nonsense, who secretly steals everything 
from your consciousness and turns you into a beggar!" 


mukti vyaghrira katha, se prasanga hoy yatha, 
karne kabhu na hoy sravana 
vyaghrira kavale pore, __sa-Sarire gile tare, 
tara doya nahiko kokhono 


"Never lend an ear to the talks of the tigress named 
liberation! When you fall into her mouth you will be swallowed 
with your whole body. She never has any mercy!" 


sei ripa mukti kotha, se prasanga hoy yatha, 
Sravana matre mukti grasta hoy 
ami nitya krsna dasa, e sambandha kore grasa, 
sayujya loite vancha hoy 


"Simply by hearing about liberation incidentally or by 
desiring sdyujya-mukti you will be devoured by her, along with 
the identification of ‘I am Krsna’s eternal servant’." 


laksmi narayane bhakti, koro na tay asakti, 
asirbada koriya grahana 
vraje radha-krsna pada, — amiilya se sampada, 
anurage bhaja mora mon! 
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"Don’t be attached to devotion for Laksmi and Narayana and 
don’t accept Their blessings, but lovingly worship the priceless 
treasure of Radha’s and Krsna’s lotus feet in Vraja!" 


duhun ati krpavan, tribhuvane kore gana, 
yadi bhaje kon bhagyavan 
vrajera visuddha prema, yeno jambu-nada hema, 
se ratana tare kore dana 


"They are glorified by all the three worlds as being very 
merciful, and if any fortunate soul worships Them, then They 
will give that person the great jewel consisting of pure love of 
Vraja which is compared to gold taken from the Jambu-river!" 


TEACHING NR. 3: 


asac-cesta-kasta-prada-vikata-pasalibhir iha 
prakamam kamdadi-prakata-patha-pati-vyatikaraih 
gale baddhva hanye’ham iti bakabhid-vartmapa-gane 
kuru tvam phutkaran avati sa yatha tvam mana itah 


asat - wicked; cesta - endeavours; kasta - problems; prada - giving; 
vikata - great; pasalibhih - with ropes; iha - here; prakamam - intense; 
kama - lust; adi - etc.; prakata - manifest; patha-pati highwaymen; 
vyatikaraih - by the group; gale - around the neck; baddhva - having 
bound; hanye -will die; aham - I; iti - thus; bakabhid - Krsna; 
vartmapa — highway police; gane - in the group; kuru - do; tvam - 
you; phutkaran - scream; avati - protects; sa - he; yathd - as; tvam - 
you; manah - O mind); itah - here. 
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O mind! Anxiously cry out to the highway police of 
Bakabhid (Krsna’s devotees): "I am bound around the 
neck by the painful ropes of the highwaymen of lust and 
so and they are killing me!", so that they will save you 
from their grip. 


Commentary: 

When we are surrendering to the Lord’s lotus feet it is 
necessary to remove all obstacles on the path of sadhana. 

We can’t advance on the path unless we remove the thorns 
lying on it. Some of them are external thorns and some are 
internal thorns. In the previous verse the poisonous results of 
associating with materialists and hearing material topics from 
them was discussed. These are the external thorns and now in 
this verse we will discuss the internal thorns: 
lust, anger, greed, delusion, pride, and envy. 

These six enemies of the spiritual soul are powerful obstacles 
on the way which pull the devotee’s heart and mind into the 
realm of the sense objects. 

Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami compares these six enemies 
with highwaymen who attack helpless travellers and rob them 
of all their possessions. 

These enemies are publicly stealing the wealth of a practicing 
devotee’s bhajana and then strangle him. When Sri Raghunatha 
says: "These highwaymen bind me around the neck with these 
terrifying ropes of wicked deeds which are striking me as much 
as they want", he speaks in his own name out of mercy for the 
devotees who are struggling with these obstacles and who are 
in a deplorable condition. 

asac_ cest@é means ‘endeavour for temporary 
accomplishments’. 


~ 193 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


When one thinks of sense objects, the enemy named lust 
gradually appears and forcibly keeps the heart and mind of the 
devotee bound to endeavours for sense gratification. These 
material thoughts are compared here to the terrifying ropes of 
highwaymen. What poisonous fruits grow from the tree of 
sensual contemplation! 


dhydyato visayan pumsah 
sangas tesiipajdyate 

sangat satijayate kamah 

kamat krodho’bhijayate 
krodhad bhavati sammohah 
sammohdat smrti vibhramah 
smrti bhramsat buddhi-ndgo 

buddhi nasat pranasyati 


(Bhagavad Gita 2. 62-63) 


"When one contemplates the objects of the senses, such as 
sounds and touches, thinking them to be the causes of 
happiness, attachment arises, from this attachment comes lust 
and when these lusty desires become frustrated, anger swoons 
up and from anger delusion overtakes, which steals away one’s 
healthy discrimination of what is to be done and what is not to 
be done. When one is in illusion, memory is lost, thus one 
forgets that one is supposed to make efforts in doing bhajana. 
When memory is lost one’s spiritual intelligence which causes 
one to perservere in spiritual advancement, is destroyed, and 
when the intelligence is destroyed everything is lost. 

The devotee will then have to wander around in the material 
world in different species, birth after birth." (This is the gist of 
Sripada Baladeva Vidyabhiisana’s commentary on these verses). 
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A helpless traveller can never escape from the grip of these 

powerful highwaymen on his own strength, but if there’s a 
powerful policeman or a soldier nearby, he can loudly call out 
for help, so that the policeman can save him. 
In the same way the highway police of Bakabhid, or the 
devotees of Krsna, will come to save the struggling soul from 
the attack of the six highwaymen called lust, anger, greed, 
delusion, pride, and envy. 

In such times of danger one has to call out for the devotees 
with great pity. 

Srila Narottama Thakura sings: 


e samsara batuyare, kama pase bandhi mare, 
phukara koroho hari dasa 
koroho bhakata sanga, prema katha rasa-ranga, 
tabe hoy vipad vindsa 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"The highwaymen of material desires are binding and killing 
with the ropes of lust. Cry out for Hari’s servants, associate with 
the devotees and enjoy topics of rasa and prema with them. 
Then all mishap will be destroyed." 

A person who wants to be freed from the grip of highwaymen 
like lust and who wants to fill his life with devotion is completely 
dependent on the association of the Vaisnavas. 

In the association of devotees one’s bhajana becomes deep 
and one conquers over all obstacles to attain the supreme goal: 
love of God. As a concomitant factor one also acquires all 
divine qualities such as freedom from lust, non-violence, non- 
envy, good behaviour, equanimity, control of the mind and 
senses, humility and friendliness. 
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marjana hoy bhajana, saddhu sanga anuksana, ajidna avidya 
pardjaya 

"Bhajana purifies. Always associate with saints, so that your 
ignorance will be defeated". 

The purity that emanates from the body of a sddhu will bless 
even a human being who practices no bhajana with the gift of 
the great wealth of bhajana. 

The darkness in their hearts which are contaminated by vile 
things like lust, is suddenly removed by the light of devotion 
which is diffused by the grace and the association of these 
devotees. 

Is there therefore any doubt that when the example of the 
sinless lives of the great, pure-hearted saints always remains 
before the eyes, ordinary human beings can also become 
enthusiastic to attain the highest goal of life and that by the 
grace of these saints their insignificant material desires will 
disappear from their hearts? 

In his Prema Bhakti Candrika Srila Narottama dasa Thakura 
has written that by associating with great souls people who are 
attached to sense-gratification will be able to give up their 
attachments and turn towards God. 

Such devotees are the greatest friends. The practicing 
devotees can turn the poison of the six enemies into nectar and 
become immortal by engaging these enemies in Krsna’s service. 
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura sings: 


krsna seva kamarpana, krodha bhakta-dvest jane, 
lobha sadhu-sange hari-katha. 
moha ista labha vine, mada krsna guna gane, 
niyukta koribo yatha tatha 
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"I offer my lust to the service of Krsna, my anger towards 
those who envy His devotees and my greed towards association 
with saints and topics of Lord Hari. I am deluded without my 
beloved Lord and I am proud when I sing Krsna’s glories. Thus 
I engage all the enemies in Krsna’s service!" 


anyatha svatantra kama, — anarthadi yara dhama, 
bhakti pathe sada deya bhanga 

kiba se korite pare, kama krodha saddhakere, 
yadi hoy sadhu janara sanga? 


"Otherwise, if these desires are used for selfish purposes, 
they become the abodes of evil. What can lust and anger do to 
a practicing devotee when he is in the company of saints?" 

Sri Raghunatha dasa therefore says: "0 mind! Call out to the 
devotees of Krsna, which are like powerful policemen who will 
protect you from the hands of these powerful robbers. The 
wealth of your bhajana will then be in safe hands!" 


he mon yukati suno, kama krodhadi ripu-gana, 
maha sakti-sali batoyale 
asat cesta kasta-prada, bhayankara granthi yoto, 
sei dore bandhi mora gole 


"O mind, listen with reason! Lust, anger, and greed are like 
powerful highwaymen who are keeping me bound around the 
neck with their terrible and painful ropes of wicked deeds." 


vindsa korite caya,  asahya yatana taya, 
pade pade hoi acetana 
emon bandhava ke, ama uddharibe ye, 
se bandhana koriya mocana 
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"They want to destroy me and they give me intolerable pain, 
so much so that I fall unconcious at every step. Who is that 
friend who will save me and loosen this bondage?" 


he mon katara svare, koro tumi phutkare, 
kotha acho bakarira jana?! 
sumdlya tilaka dhari, namankita aga bhari, 
kotha thakura vaisnavera gana 


"O mind, cry out with an anxious voice: “Where are you, O 
devotees of Bakari, wearing Tulasi-beads around the neck, 
tilaka on the forehead and Krsna’s Holy Names written all over 
your bodies? Where are you, O Vaisnavas?" 


chay ripu nasa kori, raksa koro kese dhari, 
krsna boli koriya huikara 
natuvd parana gelo, ri krsna vismrti bhelo, 
kotha acho bhakta parivara? 


"Destroy these six enemies and save me by roaring out loud 


the name of Krsna, otherwise my life will leave me and I will 
forget Sri Krsna. Where are you, O host of devotees?" 
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TEACHING NR. 6: 


are cetah prodyat-kapata-kutinati-bhara-khara- 
ksaran-mitre snatva dahasi katham atmanam api mam 
sada tvam gandharva-giridhara-pada-prema-vilasat- 
sudhambhodhau snatva tvam api nitaram mam ca sukhaya 


are -O!; cetah - mind; prodyat - rising; kapata - deceitfulness; 
kutinatt - diplomacy; bhara - full; khara - ass; ksarat - trickling; miitre 
- in the urine; sndatvd - having bathed; dahasi - you burn; katham - 
why; atmanam - yourself; api - even; mari - me; sada - always; tvari - 
you; gandharva - Srimati Radharant, giridhara - Krsna; pada - feet: 
prema - love; vilasat - shines; sudha - nectar; ambodhau - in the ocean; 
snatvd - having bathed; svam - yourself; api - even; nitaram - always; 
mam - me; ca - also; sukhaya - gladden. 


O mind! Why are you burning me and yourself by 
bathing in the trickling ass-urine consisting of obvious 
deceitfulness and diplomacy? 

Always bathe in the glistening nectar-ocean of love for 
Gandharva and Giridhari (Radha and Krsna) and make 
me and yourself happy forever! 


Commentary: 
Through some indescribable good fortune a soul whose heart is 
pierced by lusty desires comes to the path of devotion, but then 
the vices he is accustomed to through innumerable births are 
still pulling at him. 

The living being is Krsna’s eternal servant, therefore every 
desire other than the desire to serve Krsna is falsification 
(deceit) of his svariipa, his eternal constitutional position. 
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Vices such as diplomacy, deceitfulness, forbidden behaviour 
and violence towards others which come forth from his being 
accustomed to freedom in physical enjoyment, are creating so 
many obstacles on the devotee’s way which stop him from 
advancing. 

According to the dictionary the word ‘kapata’ can mean 

‘deceit’, ‘slyness’, ‘chicanery’, ‘fraud’, ‘swindling’, ‘untruthful 
behaviour’, ‘irreligious behaviour’ and ‘sin’. 
satyan jiidnam adnandam: truth is knowledge and bliss. 
How can the Supreme Truth (satyam param dhimahi) Sri 
Krsna ever be pleased with our hearing, chanting, pija, 
smarana and japa when we are still lying and cheating 
(ourselves and others)? 

When that lying, fraudulent and cheating propensity which 
is even considered a sin in ordinary worldly scriptures on 
morality, comes in contact with bhagavad-bhajana, it is no 
longer an ordinary sin but turns into a great offense. 

In an unreal heart this cheating and stealing propensity will 

gradually extend towards the s@dhu, guru and the Lord also. 
It is said “Don’t become a ghost by dying in Gaya’, or: all the 
ghosts can be delivered in Gaya, except for Gaya’s own ghosts! 
All cheating can be forgiven and can be removed by the sddhus 
and the guru, but if we cheat the s@dhus and the guru we will 
be doomed. 

Still we do not repent for this in any way, rather we try to 
cover up our sinful activities with a veil of hypocrisy and 
excuses, like: "There was no sin committed, actually it was 
allright!". 

But the fortunate saints do not misbehave like that. They 
repent after feeling the burning sensation of regret within 
themselves for any injustice they may have committed and they 
become eager to atone in a proper way. 
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Sripada Raghunatha has therefore compared this burning 
sensation with a bath in the trickling urine of an ass. 

The word kutindti means ‘unreal activities’, “absorption in 
other things’, ‘mercilessness’, ‘violence’ and other things. 
asat kriya kutinatt, chado anya paripati 
(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 

"Give up all these clever tricks and unreal activities known as 
kutinati!" 

Bodily consciousness is the main obstacle in our lives of 
bhajana, and it is the main cause of the devotee performing 
unreal, merciless, and violent activities. Therefore Sri 
Narottama Thakura has said: 
dehe na koriho astha, morile se yama sasta, duhkhera samudra 
karma-gati 

"Don’t put your faith in your material body, for when you die 
you will be punished by Yamaraja. The course of karma is an 
ocean of suffering." 

We don’t pay attention to insignificant errors, but in the end 
they become very harmful obstacles to the execution of bhakti. 
"I have heard from the scriptures and the s@dhus that all my 
sddhand is useless like an elephant’s bath if I consider Sri 
Gurudeva to be an ordinary human being, and I try to bring 
that message to others also, but actually I am dealing with my 
Sri Gurudeva ina worldly manner, quarrelling and arguing with 
him and at times treating him even worse than an ordinary 
human being. I profess that blasphemy of a Vaisnava is an 
offense to the Holy Name, but meanwhile I like to make my 
mouth coarse by meeting with five or ten people and speaking 
bad about other devotees." 

Lying and misbehaving towards others is an ordinary sin, but 
when this is done with a Vaisnava it becomes an offense and 
destroys our devotion. 
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"I have only read this, but when I come to the market I’m 
lying during business transactions, and if someone by accident 
gives me too much change back I’m very happy with the profit 
that I stick in my pocket!" 

Compassion, forgiveness, and humility are some of the 
ornaments (virtues) of the great devotees. dayd means that the 
heart melts when one sees the suffering of others; this is a 
stream of nectar. The hearts of Krsna’s devotees are naturally 
(soft and delicious) like nectar and are therefore naturally filled 
with compassion. "But as a result of my bodily consciousness a 
person like me is always giving different kinds of misery to the 
saintly Vaisnavas with his words and behaviour, what to speak 
of ordinary people? I even consider it a kind of amusement to 
give all kinds of pain to others, it has become a kind of 
habit!“ This habit will ultimately take the form of a terrible 
monster of violence and hatred. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "O mind! You are burning yourself to 
death by constantly bathing in the burning ass-urine of 
deceitfulness and diplomacy, and you're constantly burning me 
(the soul) with it as well! There’s no other way to end this 
calamity and soothe yourself than to enter into the nectar-lake 
of love of God, that’s why I say: sada tvam gandharvd giridhara 
prema vilasat sudhambhodhau snatvd svam api nitaram mann 
ca sukhaya. "Always bathe in the nectar ocean of the love of 
Gandharva and Giridhara and make yourself and me happy!" 


krsna prema sunirmala, —_ yeno suddha ganiga jala, 
sei prema amrtera sindhu 
nirmala se anurage, na lukaye anya dage, 
Sukla vastre yaiche masi bindu 
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"Love for Krsna is spotless like pure Ganga-water. It is like 
an ocean of nectar. It is so spotless that it does not leave any 
other stain, which would appear just like a drop of ink on a 
white cloth." 


suddha prema sukha sindhu, pai tara eka bindu, 
sei bindu jagata dubaya 
kohibara yogya nahe, tathapi baule kohe, 


kohile va keva patiyaya 
Caitanya Caritamrta (Madhya 2) 


"The whole world can be inundated by even a single drop 
from that blissful ocean of pure love. Actually this should not 
be revealed, but still a madman like me speaks. Who would 
believe this, even if it was proclaimed?" 

That Krsna, a single drop of love for Whom can or does 
inundate the whole world, is Himself drowning in a single drop 
of love of Sri Radha! The Mahajanas say in Krsna’s name: 
tuyd anurage prema, samudre dubiyadchi ami, amare tuliyad loho 
pare "(O Radhe!) 

“I’m drowning in the ocean of Your love (for Me), and only 
You can help Me cross it!" 

It’s easily understood then that a worshiper of Radha and Krsna 
floats in an ocean of ecstatic love for Them, which can’t be 
explained with words. 


yugala carane priti, parama ananda tathi, 
rati prema-maya parabandhe 
krsna nama radha-nama, upaya koro rasa dhama, 
carane poriya paranande 
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"Love for the lotus feet of the Divine Couple is a most blissful 
thing, filled with ecstatic rati and prema. Take to the Holy 
Names of Krsna and Radha which are the abode of rasa, falling 
at Their feet in topmost ecstasy!" 


prema bhakti sudhanidhi, tahe dubo niravadhi, 
ara yoto ksara-nidhi praya 
nirantara sukha pabe, sakala santapa yabe, 
para tattva kohinu wpaya 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"Always dive into the nectar-ocean of loving devotion! 
Everything else is like an ocean of alkali! You will always be 
happy and all suffering will go away. This is the highest truth 
and the highest means, I tell you!" 

Sri Jiva Gosvami has written that Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami was always rolling and turning in the billowing waves 
on top of the vast ocean of love for Radha-Krsna: 
radha-krsna prema maharnavormi nivahe ghirnan sada 
divyati. 

To teach the conditioned souls he has descended to the 
platform of a sddhaka struggling with anarthas and he taught 
them by example that there’s no other way to extinguish the fire 
of conditioned life than to swim in the love-nectar which 
trickles from Sri Radha-Krsna’s lotus feet. 

In this way he directs the conditioned souls to the path of prema 
on the pretext of preaching to his own mind. 


he mon! durbodha cita, nahi jano nija hita, 
kapata kutinati yoto hoy 
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visayabhisandhi yoto, anyatra avesa cita, 
gardabhera miitra tulya hoy 


"O mind! O Foolish heart! You don’t know what’s for your 
own good! Don’t you know that deceitfulness, diplomacy, 
endeavours for sense gratification and bodily consciousness are 
all just like the urine of an ass?" 


se khara-mitre snana kori, nije-o amare dhari, 
dagdha keno koro nirantara 
prema bhakti sudhanidhi, tahe dubo niravadhi, 
ei dina jane sukhi koro 


"Why are you constantly bathing yourself and me in this urine 
of an ass? Instead always dive into the nectar-ocean of loving 
devotion and make this wretch happy!" 


srt gandharvé giridhari, pada-padme thako podi, 
tabe se catura boli tore. 
tumi ami dui jane, lilamrta adsvadane, 
diva-nisi hao na vibhore 


"Always stay at the lotus feet of Sri Gandharva and Giridhani, 


then I will call you clever! Why shouldn’t you and I be absorbed 
in relishing the nectar of Their pastimes day and night?" 
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TEACHING NR. 7: 


pratisthasa dhrsta svapaca-ramani me hrdi natet 
katham sddhu prema sprsati sucir etan nanu manah 
sada tvam sevasva prabhu-dayita-samantam atulam 
yatha tvam niskasya tvaritam iha tam vesayati sah 


pratistha - distinction, position; asa - desire; dhrsta - shameless; 
svapaca - dogeating; ramani - woman; me - my; hrdi - heart; natet - 
dances; katham - how; sddhu - beautiful ; prema - love; sprsati - 
touches; sucih - pure; etad - this; nanu - indeed; manah - mind; sada 
- always; tvam - you; sevasva - serve; prabhu - to the Lord; dayita - 
dear; sémantam - generals; atulan - incomparable; yatha - so that; 
tam - her; niskasya - expelling; tvaritam - quickly; iha - here; tam - 
that love; vesayati - make to enter; sah - it. 


O mind! The shameless dog-eating woman of the 
desire for prestige, distinction, and position is dancing in 
my heart. How can beautiful and pure love of God ever 
touch it then? Therefore always serve the matchless 
leading devotees who are dear to the Lord, so that this 
pariah-woman can quickly be chased out of the heart and 
love of God may enter it! 


Commentary: 
In this verse Sri Raghunatha describes a terrible vice in the life 
of a devotee, named pratisthasa. Even if we manage to give up 
lust, anger, speaking or hearing nonsense, bad company, greed 
and diplomacy, the desire for prestige and distinction does not 
want to leave our hearts, therefore it is compared to the 
shameless wife of a dog-eater. 
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"I am a great scholar, renunciant, devotee, lecturer, and 
preacher! Who is there as great as I am? I will lord it over the 
society of devotees and everyone will bow down at my feet!" 
This desire is called pratisthasa and if a devotee wants to 
introduce himself to neophytes according to his bhajana it 
serves as quicksand which will suck the boat of his s@dhand to 
hell. 

This is the greatest and final obstacle to surrender for a 
practicing devotee, and this one does not allow itself to be 
caught so easily. Therefore it is mentioned in the appendix of 
the Hari Bhakti Vilasa (Vaisnava-smrti): 


sarva tyage’py aheyayah sarvanartha bhuvas ca te 
kuryuh pratistha visthayd yatnam asparsane varam 


"Even those who were able to renounce everything were not 
able to renounce the desire for distinction. Therefore an 
intelligent person who desires prema should take care not to 
touch this stool-like desire." 

In Caitanya Caritamrta this is called one of the weeds that 
cause the vine of devotion to suffocate. Weeds are terrible 
things that grow on the same water that has sprinkled the 
flowering vine of devotion. Such water is compared to the 
process of hearing and chanting Krsna’s glories. 

seka-jala paiya upasakha badhi yay; 
stabdha hoiya mila sakha badhite na pay 
prathamei upasakha koriye chedana; 


tabe miila sakha badhi yay vrndavana 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya 19) 


207 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


"The original plant can’t grow anymore when there are too 
many weeds around. All the sprinkled water (of hearing and 
chanting) will go to the weeds (of the desire for prestige). First 
one must uproot the weeds, and then the original vine can grow 
up to Vrndavana." 

The desire for distinction can only appear in the heart of a 
devotee who has no taste for hearing and chanting the glories 
of the Lord (bhajana). The only target of the devotees who are 
free from desires, who are pure-hearted and who are fixed in 
worship of God is prema, love of God. These devotees are able 
to cast the vice of pratisthasa far away by being ornamented by 
virtues like humility. As soon as one gives shelter to this 
shameless dog-eating woman in the heart even once the result 
will be terrible, for this woman is never alone. She will call her 
dog-eating husband named mdtsarya (envy), the inability to 
tolerate another person’s superiority. “‘parotkarsdsahanan 
matsaryam’. There is no more disgusting mentality than this, 
and it will turn a human heart into one of an animal. 

The seed of the husband named mdtsarya will conceive twin 
children in the womb of his wife pratisthad, named himsa 
(violence) and asityd (malice, slander). Their terrible dancing 
will crush all virtues within the heart and fill it with great 
cruelty. 

Then we will externally wear all the signs of a Vaisnava and 
mechanically follow the process of hearing and chanting, but 
we will not hesitate to behave mercilessly toward other people 
for the sake of some insignificant temporary selfish desires. 
We will feel great pleasure while hurting other people’s feelings 
with our words or behaviour for no just reason. It is most 
deplorable that even then we think of ourselves as greatly 
qualified scholars, devotees, and bhajananandis! 
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Srimad Bhagavata opens with the words nirmatsaranan 
satam: this bhdgavata (Vaisnava)-religion is accessible to good 
and non-envious people. 

"How many verses haven’t I memorised, how nicely can’t I 
lecture on Bhagavata-philosophy, but I did not manage to 
become free from envy! When I hear that there is a greater 
scholar, writer, lecturer or devotee than me somewhere, my 
heart starts burning, and I can’t find any peace unless and until 
I can diminish his superiority by finding some fault in him!" 

Can pure devotion ever awaken in the heart of such an 
ambitious and envious person? Hence Sripada Raghunatha has 
said: katham sadhu-premd sprsati sucir etan nanu manah 

"O Mind! The shameless dogeating woman of the desire for 
distinction is dancing in your heart! How can the most pure love 
of God ever enter such a foul heart?" 

There is only one way to cast this shameless witch of the 
desire for distinction out of the field of the heart and that is to 
humbly serve the powerful generals amongst Sri_ Krsna’s 
devotees, the great souls. They will chase this shameless dog- 
eating woman of the desire for distinction out of the heart and 
bestow love of God on such a fortunate servant, after infusing 
all saintly qualities like humility in him. 

The victory over all these vices is actually just a concomitant 
factor. Love for the lotus feet of the Lord is the most important 
result. 

Sri Krsna told Uddhava in Srimad Bhagavata (11.26.31): 


yathopasrayamanasya bhagavantan vibhavasum 
sttam bhayan tamo’pyeti sadhiin sansevatas tatha 
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"Just as cold, fear and darkness disappear for a man who takes 
shelter of the firegod, so the fear of ignorance and rebirth 
disappears from a man who serves the saints." 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti gives the follow commentary on this 
verse: 

sviyaudana siddhyartham updsrayamanasya apyeti nasyati. 
tathaiva bhajana_ siddhyarthani sddhtin sansevyamanasya 
karmadi jadyam samsara bhayam bhajana vighnas ca 

"When one kindles the fire to cook food, then fear, cold and 
darkness disappear as an accompanying factor. In the same way, 
when one serves the saints one attains the perfection of prema, 
and as an accompanying factor one easily becomes free from 
fear of karma and material existence and one conquers over all 
obstacles to spiritual advancement." 

Therefore, ayam hi paramo labho nrnam sadhu samagamah 
(Bhag. 12.10.7) 

"The highest gain of mankind is the company of saints." 

All the spiritual scriptures repeatedly describe the glories of the 
service of and the association with the saints. 


pratisthasa candalini, — kulata ye kalankini, 
hrdayete koriche nartane 
sunirmala krsna prema, yeno lakho bana hema, 
mora hrdi sparsibe kemone 


"The contaminated dog-eating woman of the desire for 
distinction dances in my heart. How can spotless love for Krsna 
which is as pure as gold molten a hundred thousand times over, 
ever touch my heart?" 


krsnera bhakata gana, — mahd-vira samanta-gana, 
mon! tadera nitya sevd koro 


~ 210 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


tomara durdasa dekhe, _ pratisthasa kulatake 
hrdoya hoite koribe bahira 


"O mind! Always serve Krsna’s devotees who are like great 
heroic generals. When they see your miserable condition they 


will chase this dog-eating woman of desire for distinction out of 
your heart!" 


sadhu prema maharaje, hrdaya mandira majhe, 
divydsane koribe sthapana. 
pabe prema phalasvade, piirna hobe mano-sadha, 
tabe dhanya hoibe jivana 


"They will bring the great king of divine love into the palace 
of your heart and seat him there on a divine throne. 
Then you will taste the fruit of prema and have your desires 
fulfilled. Then your life will be blessed!" 


TEACHING NR. 8: 


yatha dustatvam me davayati sathasyapi krpaya 
yatha mahyam premamrtam api dadaty ujjvalam asau 
yatha sri-gandharva-bhajana-vidhaye prerayati mam 
tatha gosthe kakva giridharam tha tvam bhaja manah 


yathd - so that; dustatvam - wickedness; me - my; darayati - breaks; 
Sathasya - of the wicked; api - even; krpayd - by grace; yathd - so that; 
mahyam - unto me; prema - love; amrtam - nectar; api - even; dadati 
- gives; ujjvalam - glistening; asau - this; yatha - so that; sri gandharva 
- Sri Radhika; bhajana - worship; vidhaye - for the course; prerayati - 
He will engage; mam - me; tathd - in this way; gosthe - in Vraja; kakkva 
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- anxiously; giridharam - Giridhari; tha - here; tvam - you; bhaja - 
worship; manah - mind! 


O mind! Eagerly worship Sri Giridhari in Vraja, so that 
He will be so kind as to remove the wickedness of a 
cheater like me, give me the splendid nectar of amorous 
love of God and engage me in the loving service of Sri 
Gandharva (Radha)! 


Commentary: 

Although Srila Raghunatha Disa Gosvami is Sriman 
Mahaprabhu’s eternal associate, he teaches the practicing 
devotees the intricacies of bhajana as if he himself is a neophyte 
struggling with so many vices. 

It is also the nature of devotion that one is never satiated with 
it and so Srila Dasa Gosvami considers himself to still be a 
neophyte. 

premera svabhava - yaha premera sambandha; sei mane - 
krsne mora nahi prema gandha "It is the nature of prema that 
the devotee who has it thinks: ‘I don’t even have a whiff of love 
for Krsna." (Caitanya Caritamrta) 

This insatiable aspect of devotion awakens great eagerness in 
the heart of the genuinely humble devotee. Although he 
already relishes the Lord’s sweetness in his smarana, dreams 
and visions, the unsatisfied lover still anxiously laments and 
thinks himself to be an unqualified neophyte struggling with so 
many vices. The stream of love floats in his heart like the 
undercurrent of a subterranean river and on the outside there 
is want, humility, and lamentation. This is a desirable and 
elevated stage of sa@dhand. 

While mentioning these different vices, Sri Raghunatha 
thinks to himself: 
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"So many vices are rooted in my heart! This is all because of my 
deceitfulness!" 

A cheater is called a satha. By nature the soul is Krsna’s 
eternal servant and it is his natural occupation to serve Krsna. 
Giving up this service, he has come to this material world, 
desiring personal enjoyment and becoming engrossed in 
feelings of ‘I am this’ and ‘this is mine’. 

Cheating his eternal Lord, the soul wanders around looking for 
his own enjoyment. This deceit is the only cause of hundreds of 
other vices. 

If all this mishap is caused by abandoning our eternal Lord, 
then naturally the only way to come out of this trap and to reach 
the highest good, love of God, is to give up cheating the Lord 
and to humbly surrender to His devotional service. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa now remembers S1i-Sri Giridhari given to 
him by Mahaprabhu and he thinks: 

"How merciful the Lord was to give me this Giridhari and to 
reveal His real position to me, saying “This stone is Krsna’s 
transcendental form (ei sila krsnera vigraha).’” 

Just as there is no limit to the Lord’s mercy and love for His 
devotees, there is also no limit to Raghu’s misfortune. 

He could not worship and serve Giridhari with the necessary 
enthusiasm! That’s why he now prays: 
tatha gosthe kakkva giridharam iha tvan bhaja manah 

"O Mind! Eagerly and anxiously serve Giridhari in the 
meadows of Vraja!" 

When the Lord gave him the service of Giridhari and told 
him to serve Him in pure goodness, Raghu showed the perfect 
example of loyalty, renunciation, and loving devotion. 

Caitanya Caritamrta describes: 
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puja kale dekhe silaya vrajendra-nandana; 
prabhura sva hasta datta govardhana sila 
eto cinti raghunatha preme bhasi gela 


"When Raghunatha dasa worshipped the sila, he saw Krsna, 
the prince of Vraja, in it. Remembering that the Lord had given 
him the Govardhana-sild with His own hands, Raghunatha dasa 
floated in prema." 

That’s Raghunatha’s position. But what he wants to teach us 
through his humble words is, that we often think our 
Govardhana- or Salagrama-sil@ and our deities to be mere 
pieces of stone, clay or metal. Unless we always realize that 
‘pratima hahe tumi saksdt vrajendra-nandana “(C.C. Madhya 
5,96) "You are not a statue, You are the prince of Vraja 
Himselfl", we can’t worship the deity with eagerness (kakkvd) 
and sincerity. 

Srimat Jiva Gosvami writes in Bhakti Sandarbha: 
paramopasakds ca saksdt paramesvaratvenaiva tani pasyanti; 
bheda-sphirter bhakti vicchedakatvat tathaiva hyucitam 

"The highest worshippers see the deity as the Supreme Lord 

Himself. Their devotion would be broken if they saw a 
difference between the Lord and His image." 
When the deity is seen as the Supreme Lord Himself, only then 
can one eagerly and anxiously serve Him. There is no shortage 
of examples of how the great devotees have seen God face-to- 
face in the deity and have gotten responses from Him. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "0 mind! Serve Giridhari so humbly 
and eagerly that by His grace you can give up deceitfulness!" 
No desire of the devotee can be fulfilled if his s@dhana is not 
accompanied by the Lord’s mercy. The Lord’s mercy removes 
all the devotee’s unworthiness. By the Lord’s grace everything 
is possible. A person who says that something can’t be 
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accomplished even with the mercy of the Lord is to be counted 
among the atheists, and a person who does not believe in mercy 
is unqualified to receive it. A loyal and faithful devotee knows 
that krsna krpa koribena drdha kori jane (C.C.) 

"He is firmly convinced that Krsna will bestow His mercy". 
An accompanying result of mercy is that all the unwanted habits 
of a devotee disappear, and the main result is that he gets 
prema, or love of God. 

Therefore Sri Raghunatha dasa says: premadmrtam api 
dadaty ujjvalam asau: "So that Giridhari will bestow brilliant 
nectarean prema, or amorous love of God, upon you!" 

Srila Ripa Gosvami states in his Laghu Bhagavatamrta 
(Pirva 5.37): 


santvavatara bahavah puskara-nabhasya sarvato bhadrah 
krsnad anya ko va latesvapi premado bhavati 


"There may be many descensions of the lotus-naveled Lord 
Visnu which are auspicious in all respects, but Who else but 
Krsna can bestow Love of God even on the vines?" 


yuga dharma pravartana hoy ansa hoite; 
ama vind anye nare vraja-prema dite (C.C.) 


"I can promulgate the religious practice of the age through 
My expansions, but nobody but Me can give the love of Vraja!" 
Of all kinds of Vraja-prema the sweet love of the gopis is the 
greatest. Although Sripada Raghunatha is Vraja’s nitya siddha 
manjart he humbly begs for prema, hence the service of Sri 
Radha is all he asks from Sri Giridhari. The service of Sri Radha 
is cherished the most by the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, and it is their 
updsand (mode of worship). The Gosvamis are our example, 
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therefore Dasa Gosvami prays yathd sri gandharva bhajane 
vidhaye prerayati mam 

"O mind! Worship Giridhari so that He will engage me in Sri 
Radhika’s devotional service." 

Srila Raghunatha diisa is a rddha-snehadhika devotee, who 
loves Radha more than Krsna. He worships Giridhari so that 
He will offer him to Sri Radhika, and not for independent 
purposes. dmdra isvarit hon vrndavanesvari; tara prana-natha 
boli bhaji_giridhari "My goddess is Radhika, the Queen of 
Vrndavana, and I worship Giridhari because He is the Lord of 
Her life!" $17 Giridhart’s service can’t be supreme without the 
bhajana _ of Sit Radha. The rasikas (transcendental 
connoisseurs) know this. Sri Giridhari therefore desires: 

"Let them serve Me by serving Sri Radha!" 

How sweetly the Gaudiya Vaisnava dcdryas pray to the lotus 
feet of the Divine Couple! 

Srimat Rupa Gosvami prayed to Sri Krsna as follows in his 
“‘Utkalika Vallari’ (19): 


pranipatya bhavantam arthaye 
pasupalendra kumara kakubhih 
vraja-yauvata-mauli-malika 
karund-patram imam janam kuru 


"O prince of the cowherders! I offer my obeisances unto You 
and I eagerly pray to You: 
Please make me the object of the mercy of Sri Radhika, Who is 
the crowning garland of all the young girls of Vraja." 
And to Sri Radha he prays in the following verse: 


bhavatim abhivadya catubhir varam tirjesvari varyam arthaye 
bhavadiyataya krpam yatha mayi kuryad adhikam bakantakah 
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"O Goddess of the month of Kartika! I praise You with 
flattering words and I beg the following boon from You: "May 
Sri Krsna, knowing me to be Yours, give me more mercy!" 
Hence Srila Raghunatha anxiously prays to his own mind: 


ohe mana! suno tumi, e kartavya boli ami, 
anugata jane krpa kori. 
dhari giri govardhane, raksa koilo vraja jane, 
kaku vakye bhajo giridhart 


"O mind! Listen, I will tell you what your duty is. Worship 
Giridhari, who protected the people of Vraja by lifting 
Govardhana Hill, and who is very merciful to His submissive 
devotees, with pitiful flattering words". 


monera dhrstatd yoto, dura kori ari Sata, 
nija premamrta kori dana 
srt radhara bhajanete, pathaibe nikunjete, 
yugala kisora hobe prana 


"He will remove all the hundreds of shameless vices of the 
mind and will give you the nectar of love for Himself. He will 
send you into the niku/ija to serve S17 Radha there, and thus the 
Yugala Kisora will be your very life!" 
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TEACHING NR. 9: 


mad-isaé-nathatve vraja-vipina-candram vraja-vane- 
svarim tan-nathatve tad-atula-sakhitve tu lalitam 
visakham siksali-vitarana-gurutve priyasaro- 
girindrau tat-preksa-lalita-ratidatve smara manah 


mad - my; is@ - queen; ndthatve - as the Lord; vraja - of Vraja; 
vipina - the forest; candram - moon; vraja-vanesvarim - the queen of 
Vraja; tan-ndthatve - His mistress; tad - Her; atula - matchless; 
sakhitve - friendship; tu - but; lalitam - Lalita; visakham - Visakha; 
siksa - instructing; ali - girlfriend; vitarana - distributes; gurutve - as 
the teacher; priya - dear; sarah - lake; girindrau - the king of 
mountains; tat preksda - the sight; lalita - lovely; rati - love; datve - as 
the giver of; smara - remember; manah - O mind! 


O mind! Remember Sri Krsna, the moon of the Vraja- 
forests as the Lord of the Queen of Vrndavana, Radha. 
Remember Sri Radha as Sri Krsna’s most beloved girl, 
Lalita as Their matchless girlfriend, Visakha as the 
teacher of all the other girlfriends and Sri Radhakunda 
and Giriraja Govardhana as the two places the mere 
sight of which bestows charming love of Sri Radha and 
Krsna! 


Commentary: 
In this verse Sri Raghunatha paints a beautiful picture of a 
loving identification before the eyes of the mddhuryopasakas, 
the practitioners of sweet amorous devotion on the pretext of 
instructing his own mind. 
Causeless love for Krsna is called prema and this prema is the 
goal of devotional service to the Lord. 
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Great devotees like Bhisma, Prahlada, Uddhava and Narada 
gave up their feelings of mineness towards everything else and 
established their one pointed feelings of mineness towards the 
lotus feet of the Lord. That is called prema in the Narada 
Panicaratra: 


ananya mamatd visnau mamata prema sangata 
bhaktir ityucyate bhisma prahladoddhava naradaih 


The feeling of mineness is based on a loyal relationship. 

If there is no feeling of relationship there can be no feeling of 
mineness. In santa rasa (the tranquil, or neutral sentiments for 
God) there can be no feelings of mineness towards the Lord. 
santera svabhava - krsne mamata gandha hina; param brahma- 
paramatma-jnana pravina (C.C. Madhya 19) 

"The nature of a santa, or tranquil devotee is that he does not 
have any feeling of mine-ness towards Krsna. His main 
knowledge of Krsna lies in His Supreme (impersonal) 
brahman-aspect or His (localised) Paramatma (Supreme Self)- 
aspect." 

These tranquil devotees are not only bereft of a feeling of 
‘mineness’, they are also thought of as being unable to say 
‘tadiya (I am His)’. They only worship the svariipa (Krsna’s 
philosophical, constitutional aspect). 
kevala svariipa jidna hoy santa-rase (C.C.) 
santa rase_ svariipa buddhye  krsnaika  nisthata _ ete. 
brahmananda is light and liquid, whereas the bliss of 
devotion to God (isvaramaya sukha) is heavy and intense. 
Whatever Isvara-bliss the santa-devotees experience is the bliss 
of the Lord’s constitution. They can’t experience the sweetness- 
mixed-with-majesty or the pure sweetness that other devotees 
experience. Srila Ripa Gosvami teaches: 
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tatrapisa svaripanubhavasyevoru hetuta 
dasadivan manojnatva lilader na tatha mata 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.1.6) 


"Although the santa-devotees do experience the bliss of the 
Personality of Godhead in the form of His svariipa (knowledge 
of God’s constitutional position), they don’t experience the 
attractiveness (beauty and tenderness) of His pastimes (such as 
lifting Govardhana Hill) as the other devotees, like His servants, 
do." 

The santa-devotees consider themselves blessed simply by 
seeing the Lord (without entering into His sweet pastimes). 
This is because they are bereft of any feelings of mineness 
towards the Lord. 

For this reason Sri Jiva Gosvami calls them ‘marginal 
devotees’ and their devotion ‘marginal devotion’. 

Anyone who attains one of the four relations of servanthood, 
friendship, parenthood or consorthood with the Lord will attain 
a certain feeling of mineness towards Him. Among these four 
there is a certain distinction between higher and lower, 
culminating in the amorous relationship. 


piirva pirva rasera guna pare pare hoy; 
dui-tina ganane paiica paryanta badhaya 
gunadhikye svadadhikya badhe prati rase; 
santa dasya sakhya vatsalyera guna madhurete boise 
akasadira guna yeno para para bhite; 
dui-tina krame badhe paiica prthivite 
paripirna krsna prapti ei prema hoite; 
ei premera vasa krsna - kohe bhagavate 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya 8) 
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"There is a gradual order of improvement from one rasa to 
the other. In each subsequent rasa there is one quality more 
than in the preceeding one, counting from one up to five. As 
the qualities increase, so the taste also increases. Therefore the 
qualities of tranquility, servanthood, friendship, and 
parenthood are all present in amorous love. The qualities in the 
five gross material elements (sky, air, fire, water and earth) 
increase one after the other by a gradual process of one, two, 
three, four, until finally, in the element earth, all five qualities 
are manifest. Full attainment of Krsna is achieved through 
prema, and Srimad Bhagavata says that Krgna_ is 
captivated by this prema." 

Although the amorous rasa is also present in Krsna’s Queens 
in Dvaraka, the full manifestation of amorous love can only be 
witnessed in the Vraja-gopis. There is no hesitation and no 
reduction in the purely sweet love of Vraja. 

By the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the Gaudiya 
Vaisnava dcdryas the highest kind of amorous love for Krsna, 
called maijart-bhava, became relishable especially for the 
people of the present age of quarrel. 

Sripad Sanatana, Sri Ripa, Sri Raghunatha dasa and Sri Jiva 

Gosvami are the great handicraftsmen of Vraja-rasa. 
Just as goldsmiths make necklaces, bangles and earrings, etc., 
from one single material - gold -, similarly, by Sriman 
Mahaprabhu’s grace, the dcdryas have made wonderful 
ornaments of rasika poetry which was revealed within their 
hearts, and which was made of the ‘ingredient’ srigdra rasa 
(erotic flavours). 

Here Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami is hinting at the great 
gift of Sriman Mahaprabhu, which had not been given for a long 
time: manjart bhava. 
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This is the self-identification the practicing devotees desire 
for themselves. 

First of all he says: mad isa nathatva vraja vipina candram: 
"O mind! Remember the moon of the Vraja-forest (Krsna) as 
the Lord of my Isvari (mistress) Sri Radha!" 

How much nectar of love is there in that one word ‘mad 1s@ 
which Sri Raghunatha uses here! How much intense love can 
be relished in that word! 

amara isvart hon vrndavanesvart; tara prananatha boli bhaji 
giridhart: "My Isvari is Radhika, the Queen of Vrndavana! I 
worship Giridhari, knowing that He is the Lord of Her life!" 
The dcaryas experienced this and preached it. The more the 
practicing devotees manage to recognise themselves as Si 
Radhika’s maidservants and manage to give up their bodily 
consciousness, becoming absorbed in identification as Radha’s 
dasi at every moment, the more transcendental jewels they 
will find. 

There is nothing more sweet and relishable than being 

absorbed in svariipdvesa, absorption in one’s transcendental 
identity. Maya will stay far away from him whose heart is 
absorbed in relishing these transcendental flavours. 
The sa@dhaka will be blessed when he can relish the flavour of 
Si-Sri_ Radha-Madhava’s forms, qualities, pastimes, and 
devotional service. Then he will experience something of the 
taste of this single word mad isa. 

Sri Raghunatha instructs his own mind to meditate on 
Syamasundara, the moon of Vrndavana, calling Him the Lord 
of his isvart Radha’s life. First Radha, then Syamal! After 
introducing herself to S1t Radha and attaining Her service, the 
maidservant of Radha introduces herself to Syamasundara. 
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Only then will she attain the service of the Lord of isvari 
Radha’s life - not independently! 

There is no comparison to Srila Raghunatha dasa’s radha 
nistha (loyalty to Radha)! He desires nothing else but the 
intimate service of Sri Radha, the reader will experience that 
again and again in this “Stavavali-compilation. 

The word vraja-vipina-candra means that the hearts of the 
people of Vraja are like Cakora-birds which are always absorbed 
in relishing the nectar oozing from the Krsna-moon, such as His 
form, qualities, pastimes and love, but the hearts of Sri Radha’s 
maidservants are blessed like Cakori- (female) birds which 
relish the nectar of the moon of Vraja’s forest through the 
savour of Sri Radha - not independently! 

Again, he instructs his mind to remember Vrndavanesvari 
Radha as the beloved of Krsna’s heart: urndavdnesvarim tan 
nathatve. 

Although there are innumerable beautiful girls in Vraja who 
are qualified and full of love for Krsna, still Krsna’s heart and 
mind are always controlled by Sri Radha. Only She has the full 
Madana Maha Bhava and only She can fully control Krsna, Who 
is the very form of full transcendental bliss. 

They are absorbed in the sweetness of Each other’s forms and 
qualities etc. and They both desire that Their mutual love will 
increase at every moment. 

Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written: 

tvayi Syame nitya pranayini vidagdhe rasa nidhau 
priye bhiiyo bhiiyah sudrdha mati rago bhavatu me 
iti presthenokta ramana mama citte tava vaco 


vadantiti smera mama manasi radhda vilasatu 


(Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi 150) 
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“May Sri Radha, Who smiles as She tells Her lover: ‘These 
words of Yours are also on My mind!’, after He told Her: “O 
Syame! O Eternally beloved, clever girl! O dearest One!’ 

May My mind always be firmly attached to the ocean of Your 
rasa\" 

Then again, Disa Gosvami says: tad atula sakhitve tu lalitam: 
"O mind! Remember Lalita as Sri Radha’s incomparable 
girlfriend." S17 Lalita is the chief of $17 Radha’s eight girlfriends, 
therefore no one can compare to her in beauty, qualities and 
love. She’s respected by all the sakhis, and she leads all the 
mafijaris in their service to the Yugala Kisora. 

Srila Narottama Dasa has sung: 


lalita kobe more, vijana deoyabo, 
vijabo maruta mande 
srama-jala sakala, mitabo duhun kalevara, 
herabo parama anande 


"When will Lalita allow me to fan the Yugala, giving Them a 
cool breeze which will remove the sweatdrops of fatigue from 
Their bodies? I will be most blissful to see Them then!" 


lalita ddesa paiya, —carana sevibo ydiya, 
priya sakhi sange harfia mone 
duhun data siromani, ati dina more jani, 
nikate carane dibe dane 


"Receiving Lalita’s order I will blissfully go to serve Their 
lotus feet with my dear girlfriends. Radha-Krsna are the crown 
jewels of donors. They know that I’m very fallen and They grant 
me a place at Their lotus feet." 
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Then visakham siksali vitarana gurutve: "Remember 

Visakha as the instructing teacher in the service of the Divine 
Couple". 
In his siddha-svartipa Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is in the 
gana (party) of Sri Visakha. When his heart was breaking out of 
separation from Sri Radhika, Sri Raghunatha was praying to 
Visakha’s lotus feet to save his life: 


ksanam api tava sangam na tyajed eva devi 
tvam asi sama-vayas tan narma-bhimir yad asyah 
iti sumukhi visakhe darsayitva mad isam 
mama viraha hatayah prana-raksam kurusva 


(Vilapa Kusumanjali 99) 


"O fair-faced Visakhe! My Queen will not leave your 

company for even a moment! Because You are of the same age 
you are the realm of Her joking pastimes. Please save my life 
from the affliction of separation and show me my mistress!" 
In his Sva Sankalpa Prakasa stotram, Sripada offers the 
following prayers to his/her siksa@ guru Visakha-sakhi for 
teaching her various kinds of expertise in the service of the 
Divine Pair, which is full of madhura rasa: 


muda vaidagdhyantar lalita nava karpiira milana 
sphuran néné narmotkara madhura madhvika racane 

sa-garvan gandharva giridhara krte prema vivasa 
visakham me siksam vitaratu gurus tad yuga sakhi (4) 


"May the teacher Visakha, the dear friend who is 


overwhelmed by love for Gandharva and Giridhari, joyfully and 
proudly teach me the art of preparing for Their pleasure the 
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sweet Madhvika-nectar of different joking words mixed with 
the fresh camphor of elegant cleverness!" 


kuhii kanthi kanthad api kamana-kantht mayi punar 
visakha ganasyapi ca rucira siksam pranayatu 
yathaham tenaitad yuva yugalam ulldsya sa-ganal 
labhe rase tasman mani padaka haran iha muhuh (5) 


"I pray that Visakha, whose voice is sweeter than the 
cuckoos’, will teach me the art of beautiful singing, with which 
I can please the youthful Couple and Their girlfriends during 
the Rasa-dance and I will continually get jewelled medals and 
gold from Them as rewards." 

Finally Sri Raghunatha says: priya saro girindrau tat preksa 
lalita rati-datve smara manah 
"QO mind! Remember my beloved Radhakunda and Giri- 
Govardhana as the bestowers of the darsana of and the lovely 
attraction to Radha-Krsna!" 

Sri Radhakunda is very dear to Sri Radharani, therefore it is 
also very dear to Syamasundara, namely as dear as Sit Radha 
Herself is. Realizing this secret Sri Raghunatha declares his 
one-pointed fixation in living near this crown jewel of Vraja- 
bhimi, $1i Radhakunda: 


sva kundam tava lolaksi sa-priyayah sadaspadam 
atraiva mama sanwasa ihaiva mama sansthiti 


(Vilapa Kusumanjali 97) 
"O Lolaksi (restless eyed girl)! Your lake is always the 


dwelling place of You and Your Beloved. Only here I will live 
and here alone I will stay!" 


~ 226 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


Because Sri Radhakunda is so dear to the Divine Pair it can 
bestow Their darsana and the tender love for Their lotus feet 
upon him. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa has described that in his ‘Vilapa 
Kusumafijali’ (15): 


yada tava sarovaram sarasa bhriga saighollasat 
saroruha kulojjvalan madhura vari sampiiritam 
sphutat sarasijaksi he nayana-yugma saksad vabhau 
tadaiva mama lalasdjani tavaiva dasye rase 


"O blooming lotus-eyed girl (Radhe)! When my eyes directly 
saw Your pond (Radhakunda), which is filled with sweet water 
and lotus flowers surrounded by blissfully hamming bees, then 
I really got the desire to taste the nectar of Your service!" 
Therefore he also prayed to Radhakunda for the darsana of 
Radharani: 


he §ri sarovara sada tvayi sa mad isa 
presthena sardham tha khelati kama rangaih 
tvam cet priyadt priyam ativa tayor iti mam 
ha darsayadya krpaya mama jivitam tam 


(Vilapa Kusumanjali 98) 


"O beautiful lake (S17 Radhakunda)! My mistress always plays 
erotic games in you with Her beloved Krsna. If you are dearer 
to Them than the dearest, then please show me my mistress, 
Who is my very life!" 

There’s no comparison to Sri Raghunatha dasa’s devotion to 
Giriraja Govardhana. At the base of Sri Giriraja lie Sri 
Radhakunda and Syamakunda. Sri Raghunatha disa Gosvami 
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lived at the base of Giriraja for the fulfillment of his desire to 
see and love the lotus feet of the Divine Couple and he offered 
the following prayer: 


pramada madana lilah kandare kandare te 
racayati nava yinor dvandvam asminn amandam 
iti kila kalanartham lagnakas tad dvayor me 
nija nikata nivasa dehi govardhana tvam 


(Govardhana Vasa Prarthana Dasakan 2) 


"O Govardhana! The youthful couple Radha-Krsna_ play 
passionate erotic pastimes in your every cave and I became very 
eager to witness them. Please allow me to live close to you and 
thus bless me!" 

Sri Raghunatha prays to his mind: 


he mana! tomare boli, smarana niyamavali, 
mad tvart vrndavanesvart 
tara pranesvara jani, rasikendra ciidamani, 
bhajo tumi giri-varadhart 


"O mind! I tell you what to remember: 
"Know that the crown jewel of relishers, Girivaradhari, is the 


Lord of the life of my mistress Vrndavanesvari’s. Worship Him 
like that!" 


Sri krsnera priyatama, Siro-ratna vraja-ramda, 
ei jiiane urndavanesvari 
anurdage nitya nava, radha pada koka-nada, 


bhajo mana! e minati kori! 
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"Know that Vrndavanesvari Radha, the crown jewel of all 
Vraja-gopis, is Sri Krsna’s dear most beloved. O mind, I humbly 
pray to you: Worship the ruddy lotus feet of this Radhika with 
ever-fresh passionate love!" 


prana sakhi sri radhara, atula mahima yara, 
sakhi srestha lalita smarane 
siksa guru ripe jani, visakhaya smaro tumi, 
anugata rasala bhajane 


"Remember the best of sakhis,Lalita, as Sri Radha’s heart’s 
friend, whose glories are matchless, and remember Visakha as 
the instructing guru of all the gopis, while performing luscious 
bhajana in allegiance to her!" 


radhakunda govardhane, smaro mana ratri dine, 
darasana rati dana tare 

smaranete krpa dhara, prema mandakini para, 
uthalibe hrdi paravare 


"O mind! Remember Radhakunda and Govardhana day and 
night for they bestow the darsana of and love for the Divine 
Couple upon you! The ocean of your heart then will swell as the 
nectarean Ganga-stream of prema enters into it, brought down 
by Their mercy on the strength of your smarana." 
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TEACHING NR. 10: 


ratim gauri-lile api tapati saundarya-kiranaih 
saci-laksmi-satyah paribhavati saubhadgya-valanaih 
vasikarais candravali-mukha-navina-vraja-satih 
ksipaty arad ya tam hari-dayita-radham bhaja manah 


ratim - Rati; gaurim - Gauri; lile - Lila; api - even; tapati - burns; 
saundarya - of beauty; kiranaih - with the rays; saci - Saci; laksmi - 
Laksmi; satyah - Satyabhama; paribhavati - defeats; saubhagya - 
fortune; balanaih - with the strength; vastkarath - controls; candravali 
- Candravali; mukha - headed by; navina - youthful; vraja satth - 
chaste girls of Vraja; ksipati - throws; arad - far away; yd - who ; tam - 
Her; hari dayita - dear to Hari; radham - Radha; bhaja - worship; 
manah - O mind! 


O mind! Remember Haripriya Radha, Who burns Rati, 
Gauri and Lila with the scorching rays of Her beauty, 
Who defeats Saci, Laksmi and Satyabhama with the force 
of Her good fortune, and Who casts the young girls of 
Vraja, like Candravali, far away with Her ability to 
control Sri Krsna! 


Commentary: 
In the previous verse Sti Raghunatha revealed his preference 
for Sri Radha (radha-snehadhika priti) on the pretext of 
instructing his own mind. The devotees who practice maiijari- 
bhava mainly worship Sri Radharani, and their worship of Sri 
Krsna is a concomitant factor. 

The majijaris have given their lives to Si Radha; without 
Radha their world is dark. 
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tavaivdsmi tavaivdsmi na jiwdmi = tvayd = vind (Vilapa 
Kusumaiijali) 

"Ha Radhe! Iam Yours, I am Yours! I can’t live without You!" 
This is the main anthem of those who practice mafijari bhava! 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha instructs his mind: 
hari-dayita radham bhaja manah 
"O mind! Worship Hari’s beloved, Radha!" 

Without love no one can become dear to Krsna. In Bhagavad 
Gita Krsna tells Sri Arjuna: yo mad bhaktah sa me priya 
"He who is My devotee is dear to Me." 

There are four different gradations of love of God: 
anu (atomic), dpeksika nytinddhika-maya (more or less), 
mahdn (great), and parama mahdn (topmost). 

Ordinary devotees have an anu, or atomic fraction of love for 
God, and they are just slightly dear to Krsna. Devotees like 
Narada have more or less love and they are more dear to Krsna 
than the first group. The people of Vraja like Subala, Nanda- 
Yasoda, Lalita and the eight sakhis, have great love for Krsna 
and Krsna also has great love for them. 

Only Sri Vrsabhanu-nandini has the greatest love for Krsna, 
and She is also most dear to Him. 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami's written examples of Radha 
and Krsna’s mutual love are incomparable! 


govindananga rajive bhanu srir varsabhanavi 
krsna hrt kumudollase sudhakara kara sthitih 


"As the daughter of Vrsabhanu She is the beautiful sun that 
shines on the lotus flower of Govinda’s erotic desire, and She is 
the ambrosial moon which casts its rays on the Krsna-lily and 


thus delights it". 
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krsna manasa harsasya madnast sarast vara 
krsna cataka jivatu navambhoda payah srutih 


"She is the great Manasa Sarovara where the swan of Krsna’s 
mind flies and She is the shower from the fresh monsoon cloud 
which gives life to the Cataka-bird named Krsna". 


mukunda matta matanga viharapara dirghika 
krsna prana maha mina khelanananda varidhih 


"She is the endless lake of enjoyment for the mad elephant 
Mukunda and She is the ocean of bliss where the great fish of 
Krsna’s life-airs plays". 


krsna manijula tapinche vilasat svarna yithika 
govinda navya pathode sthira vidyul latadbhuta 


"She shines like a golden Yathika-vine on the lovely Tamala- 
tree named Krsna and She is a wonderful steady lightning-vine 
on the fresh Govinda-raincloud". 


grisme govinda sarvange candra candana candrika 
Stte Syama subhangesu pita patta lasat pati 


"In the summer She is soothing sandal paste, camphor and 
moonlight on all of Govinda’s limbs and in the winter She is a 
beautiful yellow silken garment which covers Syama’s 
auspicious limbs". 


madhau krsna tarallase madhu srir madhurakrtih 
maniju mallara raga srih pravrsi Syama harsini 
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"In the spring She is the vernal goddess of fortune that 
delights the Krsna-tree with Her sweet form, and during the 
monsoon She delights Syama with the beautiful Mallara raga". 


rtau saradi rasaika rasikendram tha sphutam 
varitum hanta rasa-srir viharanti sakhi-srita 


"Aha! In the autumn She clearly accepts the only enjoyer of 
the Rasa-dance (Sri Krsna) as Her husband and then enjoys the 
Rasa-dance with Him and Her girlfriends as the Rasa-S1i, the 
goddess of fortune of the Rasa-dance!" 


hemante smara yuddhartham atantan raja-nandanam 
y { Y] 
paurusena pardjetum jaya-srir mirti dharini 
(Visakhanandada Stotram 51-62) 


"In the Hemanta-season She wanders around with the prince 
(of Vraja) for the sake of an erotic battle and then She defeats 
Him with masculine power, assuming the form of the goddess 
of victory". 

Such examples that show the people of the world how Sri 
Radha is Hari Priya are very rare in this world. 

Supernatural things are simply beyond the grasp of any earthly 
comparison. (An effort has been made, though, to explain this 
to the external world in this way) 

Actually Radha and Krsna are One Self in two bodies, like 
one blue and one golden lotus on a single stem in a lake of love. 
Because of Their love They became non different in such a way 
that one can’t even say anymore that "Radha is Krsna’s" and 
"Krsna is Radha’s". 


~ 233 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


The great poet Karnapura wrote: 


preyams te-han tvam api ca mama preyasiti pravadas 
tvam me prand aham api tavasmiti hanta pralapah 
tvam me te syam aham iti ca yat tac ca no sadhu radhe 
vyahare nau na hi samucito yusmad asmat prayogah 
(Alankara Kaustubha 5.34) 


"Ayi Radhe! It is simply hearsay when one says that I am Your 
beloved and You are My lover. One simply raves by saying that 
I am Your life and You are Mine. It is also not good to say that 
You are Mine and I am Yours, because such words indicate a 
difference. It is not proper to speak about Us in terms of You 
and Me." 

(Srila Ramananda Raya sang: nd so ramana na ham ramani; 
duhur mana manobhava pesala jani, Caitanya Caritamrta): 

"He is not the lover and I am not the beloved. I know Their 
minds were squashed by Cupid." 

Because of Their great love it is as if Their minds and hearts 
have merged with each other. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa says: "O mind! Worship Krsna’s 
beloved, Sri Radha!“. One may ask here: Why does Sri 
Raghunatha, being a Yugala-upasaka (worshiper of Radha- 
Krsna), worship only Sri Radha? 

Srimat Sanatana Gosvami provides the answer in his Brhad 
Bhagavatamrta (2.7.11): 

$rit radhajna pratipdlanenaiva sri krsnasya vasikarandt svayam 
evddhikadhika tat sanga sukha samsiddher iti dik: 

"By serving Radha or following Her order, Sri Krsna is more 
easily captured than when one serves Him directly, and the 
bliss of His company automatically becomes more and more 
available." 


~ 234 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


In Visakhanandada Stotram (131) Sri Raghunatha dasa 
writes: 


bhajami radham aravinda-netram 
smarami radham madhura smitasyam 
vadami radhan karuna bharardram 
tato mamanyasti gatir na kapi 


"I worship Radha, Who has lotus like eyes, I remember 
Radha, who has a sweetly smiling face, and I speak of Radha, 
Who is melting of compassion. In this way there is no other goal 
for me". 

While Sri Raghunatha speaks about Sri Radha’s worship his 
mind becomes absorbed in Radha’s sweetness and he expresses 
his experience by saying: ratim gauri lile api tapati saundarya- 
kiranaih 
"With the rays of Her beauty She’s scorching Cupid’s spouse 
Rati, Lord Siva’s spouse Gauri and the presiding goddess of the 
lila-sakti (play-power) Lila-devi." 

The experience of Sri Radha lies within prema. premera 
svartipa deha prema vibhavita (C.C.) 

"Her body is made of prema and Her constitution consists 
entirely of prema." 

Without practicing devotion with love one can’t experience 
S17 Radha’s sweetness. If, by Her grace, one can experience one 
drop of the ocean of Radhika’s self-manifest sweetness in one’s 
heart, that is illuminated by visuddha sattva (transcendence), 
then one can understand it. The ray of beauty that is described 
here is is not a ray of material light, it is the light of the 
quintessence of prema, maha bhava. This ray pleases the eyes 
- it doesn’t dazzle them! 
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Once these rays of beauty which defeat millions of lightning 
strikes touch the eyes, the eyes always want to remain 
immersed in them. The scorching affliction caused upon Rati, 
Gauri and Lila described within here, comes from their bodily 
luster being defeated by the splendour of Radhika’s form. 

In this connection we will give an example from the Puranas: 
In the 40th chapter of the Patiala Khanda of Padma Purana, 
Narada Muni praises Sri Radha as follows: 


bhrantam sarvesu lokesu maya svacchanda-carinad 
asy@ ripena sadrst drsta naiva ca kutracit 
maha-maya bhagavati drsta sailendra-nandini 
yasyd ripena sakalari muhyate sa-cardcaram 
laksmth sarasvati kantir vidyadyas ca vara-striyah 
chayam api sprsantyas ca kadacin naiva drsyate 
visnor yan mohanan rapa haro yena vimohitah 
maya drstam ca tad api kuto’syah sadrsam bhavet 
asyah sandarsandad eva govinda caranambuje 
ya premabdhir abhit sa me bhiita-pirva na karhicit 
ayi devi maha yoge mayesvari mahaprabhe 
maha mohana divyaigi maha madhurya varsini 
mahddbhuta rasdnanda Ssithilikrta manase 
maha bhagyena kenapi gatasi mama drk patham 


"I have freely wandered through all the worlds, but a form 
like Hers I have never seen anywhere! I have seen Mahamaya, 
the daughter of the mountain (Parvati), whose form enchants 
all moving and non-moving creatures, and I have seen Laksmi, 
Sarasvati, Kanti, Vidya and all the best of women, but they 
could not even touch the shadow of Her sweet form! 

I have seen the form of Mohini that Lord Visnu assumed and 
that enchanted the demons and even Lord Siva, but even She 
did not look like Her (Radhika). I have never seen that form, 
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which has given me an ocean of love for Govinda’s lotus feet on 
mere sight, before. 

Ayi devi! O Maha Yoge! O Goddess of maya! O greatly 
effulgent goddess with the very enchanting divine form! O You 
Who showers great sweetness! O You Who softens the mind 
with very wonderful blissful rasa! By some great fortune You 
crossed the path of my eyes!" 

Therefore it is said (in Caitanya Caritamrta): 
yara saundaryddi guna vatiche laksmi parvati 
"The goddess of fortune, Parvati and all other goddesses covet 
Her qualities, like Her good fortune." 

Then Sri Raghunatha says saci laksmit satyah paribhavati 
saubhagya balanaih: 

"By the force of Her good fortune or Her admirable love She 
defeats Saci, Laksmi and Satyabhama". 

The Hari Varhsa explains that Satyabhama is even more 
fortunate than Saci and Laksmi: 
satyabhamottamda strinam saubhagye cadhikan bhavet: 

"Of all women, Satyabhama is the most fortunate", 

Even this Satyabhama desired Sri Radha’s fortunate qualities, 
but did not get them. 
yahara saubhagya guna vdiiche  satyabhama  (C.C.) 

"Satyabhama desires Her (Radha’s) qualities of fortune." 
What then to speak of Saci, the queen of heaven, and Laksmi, 
the goddess of fortune? There is no comparison to Krsna’s 
admiration for Sri Radha. 

In Sri Krsna’s words: 


suno radhe ei rasa- ami ye tomara vasa, 
toma vine nahi loy mane 
japite tomara nama, dhairaya na dhare prana, 
tuya rapa koriye dheyane 


~ 237 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


"Listen, O Radhe! I am under Your control! I don’t like to 
think of anyone but You! My heart can’t remain patient when I 
repeat Your name and I meditate on Your form!" 


$rt radhe sri radhe vani, ye dige yara mukhe suni, 
sei dike dhay mora mon 
cataka phukare yeno, ghana cahe varisana, 
teno heri o canda vadana 


"My mind runs in any direction where I hear from anyone’s 
mouth the words: "Sri Radhe! Sri Radhe”. 
I stare at Your moon-like face like a Cataka-bird hankering for 
a shower from the raincloud." 


khene khene mukha tuli’ ghana daki radha buli, 
tabe prana hoy nivarana 
tomd anusare asi, kunijera bhitore bosi, 
toma lagi ei vurndavana 


"Crying and crying, I lift My face and loudly call for Radha. 
Only then My life is saved. I follow You and wait for You, sitting 
in a kufija. I like Vrndavana only because of You!" 

No girl in Vraja can madden and gladden Krsna in such a 
way, not even Candravali. 

That’s why Sti Raghunatha states in the end: vastkarais 
candravali mukha navina vraja-satth. 

"She controls all the young chaste girls of Vraja, headed by 
Candravalt.“ 

S17 Radhika has the mood of madiyata (He is mine) towards 
Krsna, while Candravali has the (inferior) mood of tadiyata 

(I am His). 
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In Govinda Lilamrta (11.131) it is described: 


candravali pranaya riipa gunaih prayatnad 

vyaktikrtair vyaracayat svavasamn bakarim 
Sri radhika tu sahaja prakatair nijais tair 

vyasmarayat tam tha tam api ha kuto’nyah 


"Candravali must do some effort to somehow control Krsna 
by showing her love, her form, and her qualities, but Sri 
Radhika can naturally and easily control Krsna with Her 
qualities, making Him forget even Candravali, O! What to 
speak of other girls?" 

Hence Sri Raghunatha prays to his mind: 


yara anga saundaryete, kama-patni rati tape, 
srt radhara carane lutaya 

lila sakti bhava gauri, yahara saundarya heri, 
manas tape mane pardjaya 


saubhagya bolete yini, krsna kanta siromani, 
Saci, laksmi, satyabhama dire 
vastkara sri govinde, candravali sakhi-vrnde 
santapa pradana yiho kore 


he mana! se gandharvika, hari priya srt radhika, 
jivana sarvasva kori loho 
prema tarangini nama, prema kanthe koro gana, 
Grati piriti rasa caho 


"O mind! Take this Hari Priya Sri Radhika, or Gandharvika, 


the crown jewel of Krsna’s consorts, Whose bodily beauty 
scorches Cupid’s spouse Rati and makes her roll at Her feet, 
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Who makes Lila and Gauri accept defeat in anguish after they 
beheld Her beauty, Who casts Sact, Laksmi and Satyabhama far 
away with the force of Her good fortune, Who controls Sri 
Govinda and Who gives affliction even to Candravali and her 
girlfriends, as the all-in-all of your life. 

Sing the glories of this river of love with a loving voice, eagerly 
desiring the taste of love for Her!" 


TEACHING NR. 11: 


samam Sri-ripena smara-vivasa-radhda-giri-bhrtor 
vraje saksat-seva-labhana-vidhaye tad-gana-yujoh 
tad-ijyakhya-dhydna-sravana-nati-pancamrtam idam 
dhayan nityad govardhanam anudinam tvam bhaja manah 


samam - with; sri ritpena - with Si Ripa Maiijari; smara - Cupid; 
vivasa - overwhelmed; radha giribhrtoh - Radha Krsna; vraje - in 
Vraja; saksat - directly; sevd - service; labhana - attaining; vidhaye - in 
the course of; tad - Their; gana - devotees; yujah - with; tad - Their; 
ijya - formal worship; akhyd - glorifying; dhyana - meditating; sravana 
- hearing; nati - bowing down; paiica - five; amrtam - nectar; idam - 
this; dhayan - drinking; nitya - with great devotional expertise; 
govardhanam - Govardhana Hill; anudinam - every day; tvam - you; 
bhaja - worship; manah - mind. 


O mind! For the sake of attaining the service of Radha 
and Giridhari, Who are absorbed in erotic play along 
with Sri Rapa Majjari and her group, you should daily 
worship Govardhana Hill with five kinds of nectar, 
namely formal worship (ijya or puja), singing of his name 
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(akhya or kirtana), meditation, hearing about his glories 
and bowing down to him with great devotional expertise! 


Commentary: 

In this final verse of Manah Siksa Sri Raghunatha dasa instructs 
his mind on how to worship Giriraja Govardhana to attain the 
service and the darsana of his most beloved deity S1i-S1i Radha- 
Giridhari with Their boyfriends like Subala and Their 
girlfriends like Lalita. 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is seen that Sri Radhika called 
Govardhana Hill the best of Hari’s servants and only three 
devotees have been garlanded there with the title-of-honour 
‘best of Hari’s servants’: 

King Yudhisthira, Uddhava and Govardhana Hill. 

Amongst them, however, Govardhana Hill is again the 
greatest. The duty of a servant is to serve his master, and 
Govardhana’s exclusive dedication to the Divine Couple is 
matchless. This will be well known through the following two 
stavas of Stavavali, which are entirely dedicated to Govardhana 
Hill. 

It is even better to serve the Lord’s devotees than to serve 
the Lord Himself, if one wants to attain the service of the Lord’s 
lotus feet. 

The Lord told His dear devotee Uddhava ‘mad bhakta 

pujabhyadhika’: "It is better to worship My devotee." 
It may still be doubted whether or not the Lord can be attained 
by serving the Lord directly, but it is sure that the method of 
serving the Lord’s devotees is flawless! Therefore Sri Ripa 
Gosvami has said that all the items of devotional service to the 
Lord can also be practiced by serving the Lord’s devotees. We 
have described this in the first verse of Manah Siksa. 
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With this in mind Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami says: nityd 
govardhanam anudinam tvamn bhaja manah 
"O mind! Worship Govardhana Hill with great devotional 
expertise,every day!" This devotional expertise is called 
sasanga-bhajana, devotion with attachment and free from 
offenses and bhajana which is not mechanically and ritually 
performed in an absent-minded way. This kind of bhajana 
blesses the devotee with the full savour of each item of the 
practice. In this way Sri Raghunatha dasa has described five 
items of bhajana here: 
tad ijyakhya dhyana sravana nati paticamrtam idan dhayan: 

"There are five kinds of nectarean worship of Govardhana 
Hill which can be drunk: pijd (ritual worship), n@ma (chanting 
his Holy Name), dhydna (meditating on him), sravana (hearing 
about him) and namaskdra (offering obeisances unto him). 

ijyd means paja or ritual worship. Sri Ripa Gosvami has 
written: sraddha visesatah pritih srt mirter aighri sevane 
(B.R.S. 1.2.90) 

"The lotus feet of the deity should be served with special faith 
and love." 
pratima nahe tumi - saksat vrajendra-nandana 
(C.C. Madhya 5) 

"You are not a statue - You are the prince of Vraja Himselfl" 
This faith must be there while serving the deity with love, then 
the sweet touch, or another kind of personal response will be 
obtained from the deity. In this way the first of Sti Raghunatha’s 
five kinds of nectarean, expert worship, named ijyd, is relished. 

akhya means ndma-sankirtana. The devotees who perform 
nama-sankirtana with great love and attachment, having firm 
faith in the statement of the scriptures that there’s no 
difference between Krsna and His name, and that na@ma- 
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sankirtana is both the means and the goal, become blessed 
with the full relish of the nectar of the Holy Name. This means 
‘expertise in ndma sankirtana’. The word dkhyd also refers to 
hearing topics about Sx Hari in an assembly of devotees, or 
glorification in song of Hari’s qualities and pastimes (lila- 
kirtana or rasa-kirtana). 

Thirdly there is dhyana or smarana. According to Sri Jiva 
Gosvami dhydna is the third stage of meditation. 

tad idam smaranam  paiica-vidham.  yat _ kiticid 
anusandhanam = smaranam. — sarvatas —cittam —_akrsya 
samanyakarena manodharanan dharand. visesato riipadi 
cintanam dhydnam. amrta_ dharavad  avichinnam _ tat 
dhruvanusmrtih. dhyeya-matra sphuranan samadhir iti. 

"There are five stages of smarana. smarana itself is a random, 
accidental remembrance of Hari’s names and forms, dhdrand 
means drawing one’s mind away from all other topics and 
holding Sri Hari’s names and forms within the mind in an 
ordinary way, dhydna means specifically meditating on some 
forms and names, dhruvdnusmrti means to meditate 
continuously like a stream of nectar, and samddhi means simply 
to transcendentally envisage the object of meditation. On the 
path of raga-bhakti a practitioner who is fixed in smarana firmly 
fixes his mind on his siddha-svariipa and forgets about his 
material body and everything that is related to it, entering into 
the kingdom of lilas and becoming blessed by attaining a greatly 
astonishing kind of relish. This is called expertise in meditation, 
or the relish of nectar. 

Fourthly there is sravana, hearing topics of Krsna from the 
mouths of saintly devotees. Sti Jiva Gosvami has called this item 
of devotional practice the most important one, because without 
hearing first one can’t develop a taste for all the other items of 
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devotional practice. One can taste the full nectar by hearing 
about Sri Krsna’s names, forms, qualities, and pastimes from 
the mouth of a greatly realized and like-minded devotee and 
thus become most blessed with the taste of nectar. This is true 
expertise in hearing. 

tatrapi savdsana mahanubhava mukhdt sarvasya srt krsna 
namaddi sravanan tu parama bhagydd eva sampadyate 
(Bhakti Sandarbhah - 262 anuh). 

Finally there is nati, or offering obeisances. This is also a 

nectarean engagement if one keeps the sweet mercy of the 
Lord and His love for His devotees in the heart. 
Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has attained these five kinds of 
nectar and always worships Govardhana Hill, faithfully residing 
at the base of the hill. He instructs his mind to serve and see 
the love-intoxicated Divine Couple along with Their friends 
like Subala and Their girlfriends like Lalita, teaching his mind 
that this can’t be accomplished without following in the 
footsteps of Sri Ripa Gosvami in the s@dhaka-body and of Sri 
Ripa Majijari in the siddha-body. 

The Gaudiya Vaisnavas similarly should take shelter of the 
base of Govardhana Hill and follow in the footsteps of Sri Ripa 
Gosvami in the present external body and of Sti Ripa Majijari 
in the mentally conceived spiritual body. In this way they can 
also relish these five kinds of nectar. This is a flawless way of 
receiving the personal darsana and devotional service of the Sri 
Yugala, which has been taught here by Srila Raghunatha dasa 


Gosvami. 
vrata kori vraja vase, yugala ujjvala rase, 
nirantara yiho kore snana 
amara aradhya guru, rapa prema kalpa-taru 


parama vairagya balavan 


~ 244 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


"I vow to live in Vraja and I will always bathe in the brilliant 
erotic rasa of the Divine Couple. My worshipable master Si 
Ripa Gosvami, who is a wish yielding tree of love of God, is a 
most powerful renunciate." 


tahara sangete mana, lalitadi sakhigana, 
priya sakha subaladi sange. 
yugala kisora kuiije, yadi cao sevd putije, 
matta yara madana taraiige 
Sravana, kirtana, smarana, arcana, pada sevana, 
ei pattcamrta kori pana. 
giriraja govardhane, bhajo mana ratri dine, 
kutija seva koribeka dana 


"O mind! If you want to render plenty of service to the 
Adolescent Couple in the groves, as They are accompanied by 
Their dear boyfriends headed by Subala and Their girlfriends 
headed by Lalita, intoxicated by waves of erotic joy, then drink 
the five kinds of nectar of hearing, chanting, remembering, 
ritually worshipping and serving the feet of Giriraja 
Govardhana day and night. He will certainly give you these 
devotional services in the kufija!" 


BENEDICTION: 


manah-siksa-daikadasaka-varam etan madhuraya 

gira gayaty uccaih samadhigata-sarvarthayati yah 
sa-ytthah sri-ripanuga tha bhavan gokula-vane 
jano radha-krsnatula-bhajana-ratnam sa labhate 


~ 245 ~ 


Manah Siksa Stavavali 


manah - the mind; siksd - teachings; da - giving; ekadasaka - eleven 
verses; varam - the best; etad - this; madhurayd - with sweetness; gira 
- voice; gdyati - who sings; uccaih - loudly; samadhigata - readers; 
sarva - all; artha-tati - desires; yah - who; sa - with; yiithah - the group; 
rapa - Ripa Gosvami; anuga - followers; iha - here; bhavan - being 
so; gokula-vane - in the forest of Gokula; janah - person; radha-krsna 
- Radha-Krsna; atula - matchless; bhajana - worship; ratnan - jewel; 
sa - he; labhate - attains. 


Whoever loudly sings these eleven great instructing 
verses with a sweet voice and a fixed mind, being a 
follower of Sri Ripa Gosvami and his devotees, will 
attain the incomparable jewel of the worship of Sri-Sri 
Radha-Krsna in the forest of Gokula. 


Commentary: 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha dasa bestows a benediction (phala- 
sruti) upon the readers of his Manah Siksa. 

In his Manah Siksa Sri Raghunatha dasa described the rules to 
be followed by raganuga-devotees, the different obstacles they 
may face and the essential instructions for rdganuga-bhakti. 
It’s no exaggeration to say that there are very few instructing 
poems in this world which are as beautiful as this one. 

On the pretext of instructing his own mind in these eleven 
verses Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has given a matchless 
gift to all the devotees of the world, therefore the assembled 
devotees will undoubtedly always remain indebted to him. The 
devotees should try to enter deeply into the purports of these 
verses. 

Not only has Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami given us valuable 
instructions in this Manah Siksa, in the end he even offers a 
great blessing to whoever chants this stava! His words are 
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already filled with the rasa of bhajana, and are able to take the 
minds of the hearer and chanter along to the kingdom of love 
of God like a powerful mantra, and the benediction he offers 
here is as infallible as the words of the sages of yore, for the 
Lord never fails to fulfill the desires of His pure devotee. 
Undoubtedly the Lord will make this benediction come true for 
whoever loudly recites this Manah Siksa with a sweet voice (and 
whoever hears it as well)! How very wonderful is this 
benediction: 

saytithah srt riipdnuga iha bhavan gokula-vane jano radha- 
krsnatula bhajana ratnam sa labhate 

"The chanter of this Manah Siksa will be blessed by attaining 
the matchless jewel of worship of Radha-Krsna in the forest of 
Gokula, following in the footsteps of Si Ripa Gosvami and his 
devotees." 

The Gaudiya Vaisnava way of worship is one of allegiance to 
Sri Ripa and Sanatana Gosvami. Srila Ripa Gosvami himself 
has said: vraja-lokanusaratah. A person who desires love of the 
lotus feet of Radha and Madhava should follow in the footsteps 
of the people of Vraja, serving Them both in his external 
devotee-body (in allegiance to Sri Ripa and Sanatana Gosvami) 
and in his spiritual body (in allegiance to Sri Ripa and Rati 
Maiijari). " 


bahya antara thara dui to sadhana; 
bahya - sadhaka dehe kore sravana kirtana 
mane - nija siddha deha koriya bhavana; 
ratri dine kore vraje krsnera sevana 
(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 22) 


"There are two kinds of devotional practice - internal and 
external. In the external body one engages in hearing and 
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chanting and in the mind one conceives of one’s own spiritual 
body, in which to serve Krsna in Vraja day and night." 

In the form of this blessed worship the devotee attains a 
priceless jewel, because bhajana is the means as well as the 
goal. bhajana is performed with the aim of doing more bhajana. 
When the external body of the devotee perishes he is blessed 
with attaining the long-cherished devotional service of Sri-Sri 
Radha-Madhava. 

sddhane bhavibe yaha, 
siddha dehe pabe taha, 
raga pathera ei se updya 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"Whatever you think of during your devotional practice you will 
attain in your spiritual body. This is the way of raga bhakti." 


dasa raghunatha krta, ekadasa madhura pada, 
anandete yei jana gaya 
sadhaka dehe sri riipera, siddhite riipa mafijarira, 
anugatye yugala seva paya 


"Anyone who blissfully sings these eleven sweet verses 
composed by Sit Dasa Raghunatha, in allegiance to Sri Ripa 
Gosvami in his external devotee-body and to Sri Ripa Maiijari 
in his spiritual body, will attain the devotional service of the 
Divine Couple." 


he mana! niyama kore, ei pada madhura svare, 
ucca kanthe sada koro gana 
pulake puribe anga, sattvika bhisana raiga, 
yugala kisora hobe prana 
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"O mind! Always sing these verses with a loud and sweet 
voice as a rule. The hairs then will stand up on your limbs, you 
will be ornamented by sdttvika ecstatic symptoms and the 
Adolescent Couple of Vraja will become your very life!" 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha disa Gosvami’s Manah 
Siksa, “Teachings for the mind”. 


Translated 1991 - 2000 by Advaita Dasa. 
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Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvaminah Prarthanah 


Four Prayers by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 


PRAYER No.1 


pratah pita-pate kucopari-rusa ghiirnabhare locane 
bimbosthe prthu viksate jatilaya sandrsyamane muhuh 
vaca yukti-jusa mrsa lalitaya tam sampratarya krudha 
drstvemam hrdi bhisita stutavati radha dhruvam patu vah 


pratah - in the morning; pita - yellow; pate - on the cloth; kuca - 
breasts; wpari - upon; rusd -angrily; ghiirnabhare - rolling; locane - 
eyes; bimbosthe - on the Bimba-fruitlike lips; prthu - big; viksate - 
scratches; jatilaya - by the mother-in-law; samdrsyamdne - being 
seen; muhuh - again and again; vaca - words; yukti - reasonable; yusa@ 
- endowed with; mrsd@ - with lies; lalitaya - by Lalita; tam - Jatila; 
sarpratarya - deceiving; krudhd - angrily; drstvd - having seen; imam 
- this; hrdi - in the heart; bhisita - afraid; stutavati - glorifying; radha 
- Radha; dhruvam - certainly; pdtu - may protect; vah - you all. 


In the morning, Jatila becomes very angry when she 
sees a yellow cloth on Radhika’s breasts. Time and again 
she looks at Radhika’s rolling eyes and the big bruises on 
Her Bimba-cherry-like lips. 

Lalita-sakhi then deceives Jatila by speaking false, but 
reasonable words to her and looking at Radhika with 
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false anger. May Sri Radha, Who then fearfully praises 
Lalita, protect you all! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In his siddha svaripa Srila 
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami here offers four prayers and 
concomitantly relishes the sweetness of Sri Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s intimate pastimes. 

The only means of survival for a premika (loving devotee) is 
the relish and experience of these sweet pastimes, whether in 
dreams or in visions. When he suffers the pangs of separation, 
great humility arises in his heart and his life-airs come up to his 
throat. Then these self-manifest sweet pastimes arise in his 
dreams and visions and save his life. Such visions are only 
normal to Sri Raghunatha dasa, who is the Lord’s eternally 
perfect associate’. 

In Manah Siksa he very humbly considered himself to be an 
ordinary neophyte, struggling with all kinds of obstacles. 

Now strong feelings of separation upset him and carry him into 
the kingdom of sweet and greatly relishable confidential 
pastimes. 

It is the end of the night and the eastern horizon is filled with 
the morning-red. On Vrnda’s indication the male and female 
parrots awaken Sri Radha and Madhava, Who are served by 


° In Vraja Srimad Raghunatha dasa Gosvami's svaripa is Sri Rati 
Maiijari, nicknamed Tulasi Maiijari. In the Sri-S1t_ Gaura 
Govindarcana Smarana Paddhati by Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami it is 
written: 

ratyambujakhyah kunjo'stindulekha kutija daknine; 

tatraiva tisthati sada suritpa rati manjart 

taravali dukiileyam tadittulya tanucchabih; 

daknina mrdvika khyata tulasiti vadanti yam 

iyan srt raghunathakhyam prapta gaura rase kalau (469-472) 
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Their attendant girlfriends and maidservants. Upset about 
Their impending separation, Radha and Madhava slowly leave 
the Hemambuja-kufija at Govinda Sthali'® and begin to return 
home. During Their nocturnal sports They had exchanged 
Their upper garments, and the sakhis have a lot of fun when 
they see Radhika wearing Krsna’s yellow cloth and Krsna 
wearing Radhika’s blue cloth. 

When they show each other how many bruises They have on 

Their limbs they giggle and cover their mouths with their veils. 
The enchanted Divine Pair doesn’t understand why the sakhis 
are laughing and just look around here and there. 
Srimati, in the company of Her sakhis, angrily curses the 
sunrise. With wonderful, lust-inciting nectarean words 
Syamasundara then describes the wonderful beauty of the 
Vrndavana-forest and shows it to Her. 

The Divine Pair simply forgets to return home while They 
are thus absorbed in Their clever conversations! Meanwhile, on 
Vrnda’s indication, an old female monkey named Kakkhati 
indicates the coming of Radha’s mother-in-law Jatila, and then 
the Sri Yugala fearfully and quickly leave for Their individual 
homes. At this stage the sakhis forget that Radha and Krsna 
return home with Each others’ clothes on. In such a state 
everyone goes to sleep in their own homes. 

It is morning-time. The sun has risen for long illuminating 
the eastern direction of the universe with its golden rays. 

The world becomes filled with the sounds of work, but Sri 
Radha and Her girlfriends, exhausted after dancing the Rasa all 
night, are still asleep. 


The golden grove situated near the present Govinda Temple in 
Vrndavana, Ed. 
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Then Jatila enters the bedroom of her daughter-in-law and 
awakens Her for doing Siirya-pija, saying: 

"Vadhi-mata! Get up, get up! It’s very late! Your time for doing 
Siirya-piija is passing!“ 

When Lalita hears Jatila’s voice she wakes up and awakens 
Radhika also. After being called by Lalita many times Srimati 
finally wakes up and sits up in Her bed. Her ruddy rolling eyes 
indicate that She’s been up all night. Her chest is draped with 
a yellow cloth instead of Her own blue cloth and She has big 
bruises on Her cherry-like lips, indicating Her nocturnal 
enjoyments. Seeing this, Jatila becomes startled with great 
anger and repeatedly casts crooked snake-like glances at Sri 
Radha. 

Lalita, who understands that this is a very serious situation, 
then deceives Jatila by speaking the following false but 
reasonable words to her: 

"O mother! Your daughter-in-law is extremely self-willed, 
She doesn’t listen to us! What can we do? Although we have 
forbidden Her, She still drank a lot of honey wine last night. 
That’s why Her eyes are all red and rolling now! We told Her: 
‘Ayi Radhe! There’s a strong Malayan breeze blowing, it can 
bruise Your tender cherry-lips! Cover Your mouth with Your 
veil before You go to sleep!’ But, O mother, She didn’t listen to 
us and went to sleep with uncovered face. Now you can see the 
result! Then again, O venerable one, if you look at something 
after first having stared into the blazing sunglobe, you see 
everything yellow! The same thing happens to us sometimes, 
although we are still young girls! In this way you imagine that 
Sri Radha wears a yellow dress instead of Her usual blue one! 
Factually, She doesn’t wear yellow dresses even in dreams!" 

Jatila’s anger subsides after she has been addressed in such a 
reasonable, but false way by Lalita. 
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She becomes a little embarrassed and leaves the room, shaking 
her head. As soon as the venerable Jatili is gone Srimati 
fearfully praises Lalita, who still stares at Her with falsely angry 
eyes, and Radhika praises her, saying: 

"O Lalite! You are most conversant and you always act for My 
welfare! Your compassion on Me is endless! What calamity has 
overcome Me because I ignored your warnings! My heart is still 
thumping in My chest of fear! Tell Me how I can become well 
again!" 

Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami relishes this pastime in a 
sphiirana as if he experiences it directly. The sensitive devotee 
who is fixed in smarana will also occasionally think: 

"I’m directly seeing these pastimes!" He will forget the idea of 
‘I’m doing smarana!’ when his smarana becomes very deep. 
Sri Raghunatha dasa dwells in the kingdom of transcendental 
visions and relishes these visions very intensely. The practicing 
devotee should also identify himself with his siddha-svariipa 
and experience as much as he can during his smarana. These 
experiences will gradually carry him to the realm of deeper 
relish. 

Sri Raghunatha’s vision has ended. To facilitate the smarana 
of all the practicing r@ganuga-devotees of the world he most 
mercifully is keeping a loving picture of these relishable 
pastimes before them. The love-anointed mental eyes of those 
devotees who take shelter of Srimad dasa Gosvami’s lotus feet 
and who relish this verse with an ecstatic heart will soon 
perceive this rasika morning-pastime. They will perceive Sri 
Radha’s beautiful bedroom and Sri Radha’s pale face when She 
beholds Jatila’s angry face. They will see Jatila shyly leaving the 
room after Lalita deceived her with reasonable words, and they 
will see Srimati praising Lalita with love and fear at the same 
time, after She regained Her presence of mind. 
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These pastimes which are endowed with different emotions, 
will appear in the pure heart of a loving devotee, who is fixed in 
smarana and take him to the kingdom of transcendental 
pastimes. 

Most mercifully Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami blesses all 
the practicing devotees of the world, saying radha dhruvam 
patu vah "May Radha always protect you all", 

The question may now be asked: "If Radha asks Lalita to save 
Her, then how can She Herself protect the devotees?“ 

Yes, She truly protects the devotees, for by remembering 
Her they will remember their siddha-svaripas and leave the 
ocean of material suffering, where they are absorbed in bodily 
consciousness, to be gradually taken along to the kingdom of 
transcendental pastimes. All material desires of someone who 
hears, remembers, and describes these pastimes will be 
destroyed and he will swiftly attain the highest kind of devotion 
to God. This blessing was clearly propounded by Sri Suka Muni 
in the benedictory final verse of the Rasa-lila-chapters in 
Srimad Bhagavata (vikriditany vraja-vadhibhir idari ca 
visnoh). 


pratah kale banarira suniya vacana; 
Sankaya satvara dhani kori gatrotthana 
bhranti vase pitambara uttariya pari; 
grhe phire vinodini navind kisort 
Sayana mandira seje korila sayana; 
pitavase stana yuga kori acchadana 
nidravese ghiirnyamana nayana yugala; 
bimbadhare ksata cihna royeche sakala 
suprabhate e avastha kori darasana; 
krodhe agni sama hoilo jatilara mana 
catura lalita sakhi caturya chalete; 
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mithyda yukti-piirna vakye lagila kohite 
ayi matah ! tuya vadhi ativa svadhina; 
amadera hita vakya kabhu to sone na 
nivarana korile-o gata rajanite; 
atirikta madhupana koilo iccha mate 
pratiphala du’nayane koro darasana; 
vightrnita hoiteche o du'ti nayana 
hita lagi kohi mora yoto sakhigana; 
sayana koroho mukha kori a@cchadana 
prabala ye pravahita malaya pavana; 
bimbadhare brana hobe tahara karana 
e prarthana korile-o n@ suni vacana; 
andorta vadanete korila sayana 
tara phale adharete hoiydche brana; 
duhkhera upare duhkha dekho sakhigana 
svapane-o pitambara nahi pore radha; 
uttartya dekhi ange lagiyache dhandha 
dina mani darasane mora ye yuvati; 
amadera nayane-o hoy se pratiti 
ayi matah ! he jatile! koro avadhana; 
satya yd bolinu ithe na bhaviho ana 
ei mata jatilaya pratarana kori; 
vidaya korild tare lalita sundart 
mithya krodhe radha prati kori drstipata; 
bhita hoiya kamalini kore stutivada 
he lalite! tuya guna ki kohite jani; 
tumi mora hitaisini sakhi siromani 
ohe karunardra citta antaranga sakhi; 
vacana laiighiyd mora heno dasa dekhi 
ki ritpe va svasthya labha koribo ekhana; 
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tahara yukati bolo ei nivedana 
sei gunavati radha krsna priyatama; 


= 5 : all 
raksa koru toma@ sabe ei to prarthana 


PRAYER No. 2 


pika-patu-rava-vadyair bhriga-jhankara-ganath 

sphurad-atula-kudunga-kroda-range sa-rangam 

smara-sadasi krtodyan nrtyatah sranta-gatram 
vraja-nava-yuva-yugmam nartakam vijayani 


pika - cuckoo; patu - expert; rava - sound; vddyaih - with 
instrumental playing; bhriga - bumblebee; jhankara - buzzing; ganah 
- songs; sphurad - manifested; atula - matchless; kudutiga - grove; 
kroda - courtyard; range - on the dancing-stage; saranigam - with joy; 
smara - Cupid; sadasi - in the assembly; krta - done; udyat - rising; 
nrtyatah - from dancing; sranta - exhausted; gatram -body; vraja - 
Vraja; nava - fresh; yuva - young; yugmam - couple; nartakam - 
dancers; vijayani - I fan. 


I fan the young Dancing-Pair of Vraja, Who both have 
become exhausted from Their extensive dancing on the 
stage in the assembly of Cupid, situated in the yard of an 
incomparable forest-grove. They are accompanied by 
the instrumental music of the expertly singing cuckoos 
and the songs of the humming bees. 


" Since the contents of this Bengali pada are entirely present in the 
above 'Stavamrta Kana'-commentary we refrain from translating it, to 


avoid a bulk of the book. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In his siddha-svariipa Srimad 
Dasa Gosvami perceives a sweet confidential pastime of the 
Yugala Kisora in the Vilasa Nikufija, and, overwhelmed by 
ecstasy, he describes it in this verse. 

The practicing devotees should endeavour to awaken their 
spiritual identity (svaritipabhimadna) and to similarly relish the 
flavours of these pastimes. Bodily consciousness is a powerful 
obstacle to perceiving the pastimes of the Yugala Kisora. The 
highest aim of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas is the loving service of the 
Yugala Kisora in mafijari-bhava, in allegiance to the eternally 
perfect mafjaris. Therefore the more the practicing devotees 
can give up bodily consciousness, identify themselves with their 
Guru-given maiijari-svartipas and become absorbed in internal 
bhajana, consisting of hearing, chanting and remembering, the 
more they will awaken a deep relish and a devotional ecstasy 
within their hearts which will carry them towards the kingdom 
of lilas. 

These verses are the remnants of Sri Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami's relish of sweet Yugala-pastimes and it is the main 
internal practice of a practicing devotee to hear, chant, and 
remember these verse. These very powerful words will make 
the practicing devotee qualified in all respects. 

On the bank of Sri Radhakunda is a solitary grove-temple. 

There Radha and Madhava are seated on Their play-bed. 
No are sakhis around, just Sri Raghunatha dasa in his manjari- 
svariipa, engaged in fanning Them and massaging Their feet. 
How wonderful is the beauty of this kwiija, which is called 
Madana-Sukhada-kuvija, the grove that delights Cupid, or: the 
grove in which Cupid delights the Yugala Kisora! This kuija is 
worthy of the name Madana-Sukhada! 
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This famous Madana-Sukhada-Kufja is situated on the 
north-eastern comer of Sri Radhakunda. In each of its four 
corners stand four huge Campaka-trees, whose red, green, 
yellow and blue flowers delight all directions with their 
delectable fragrance. 

The parrots, cuckoos, and bees appear in various colours and 
sing their sweet songs, and the branches of these Campaka- 
trees, which are entwined by Madhavi-vines and which meet 
overhead, provide a pleasant shade and form a kind of large 
regal temple in the kufija. 

Within the kufija are different beautiful floral ornaments, 
dresses, beds, and canopies. The ku/ija has four gates made of 
stakes on which leaves and a variety of flowers have been stuck, 
and the sweetly humming bees, that surround these flowers, 
serve as gatekeepers, which will not allow any hostile or 
unfavorable person to enter. The vertex of the ku/ija is filled 
with cuckoos, which sing in the fifth note and sweetly humming 
bumblebees whose songs incite desires for amorous enjoyment 
in the hearts of Sri-Sri-Radha-Syama. 

Understanding this, Sripada who is engaged in Radha- 
Syama’s devotional service as Tulasi Majijari, discretely leaves 
the kufija and relishes the sweetness of Their amorous pastimes 
by peeping in through a hole in the kuwiija-wall. 

Sri Radha-Madhava become intoxicated in the course of 
Their pastimes. The kufija-cottage is like a wonderful dancing 
stage for Their erotic dance where the bees sing sweet songs in 
the form of their humming and the cuckoos provide 
instrumental music with their sweet singing in the fifth note. 
The stage-manager of the trawryatrika (the trinity of song, 
dance, and instrumental music) is King Cupid himself or the 
causeless love of the Divine Pair. 
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The Divine Pair is so intoxicated because They both have the 
spotless desire just to make Each other happy. They dance 
(make love) exactly the way Their causeless love wants Them 
to. These pastimes have nothing to do with the disgusting bodily 
affairs of mundane heroes and heroines, who are simply 
centered on personal sense-gratification. This is the sweet 
meeting of Sac-Cid-Ananda and the pinnacle of love, named 
Madanakhya-Maha-Bhava! 

This is the most precious treasure of the Bhagavata 
Paramaharhsas’ (topmost theistic swan-like saints) meditations! 
A practicing devotee will be blessed if he can give up his 
habituation to the degraded lusty pastimes of men and women 
in this world, whose bodies are composed merely of the five 
gross material elements, and develop the transcendental mood 
of a mafjari, thus attaining the pinnacle of savour. 

The words smara sadasi in the text indicate that such 

wonderful pastimes of the Yugala Kisora were accomplished 
the grace of Cupid, or of Their Own causeless mutual love. 
In other words, just as some male and female dancer try to 
please and astonish a king by dancing, singing and playing 
musical instruments for him on a decorated stage, Radha and 
Madhava now try to please and astonish King Cupid, or 
causeless love, with Their erotic pastimes, accompanied by the 
instrumental music of the singing cuckoos and the songs of the 
humming bees. 

In the course of Their dancing the Sri Yugala becomes tired 
and starts perspiring, so Tulasi enters the kwiija to serve Them, 
as if she is the embodiment of Their playful ecstasy. 

The affectionate maidservant attains the great treasure of 
Radha-Syama’s devotional service by fanning Them and 
massaging Their feet. This is the practice as well as the 
perfection of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas! In the stage of practice 


~ 260 ~ 


Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvaminah Prarthanah Stavavali 


this consists of meditation and in the stage of perfection it 
consists of direct devotional service corresponding to one’s own 
mood. 

Srila Thakura Mahiasaya sings: 


pranesvari! kobe more hobe krpa dithi? 
anaya aniya kobe, vividha phulavara, 
sunibo vacana duhu mithi 
mrgamada tilaka, sindiira banayabo, 
lepabo candana gandhe 
ganthi malati phula, hara pahiraobo 
dhaoyabo madhukara vrnde 
lalita kobe more, vijana deoyabo, 
vijabo maruta mande 
srama-jala sakala, mitabo duhu kalevara, 
herabo parama anande 


(Prarthana) 


"O Queen of my heart! When will You cast Your merciful 
glance on me? When will I, on Your order, bring different 
flowers and hear Your and Madhava’s sweet words? I will make 
tilaka of musk, apply sindira (to Your forehead or part) and 
anoint You with perfumes and sandalwood pulp. I will string a 
garland of Malati-flowers for You, which will attract the 
bumblebees, and hang it around Your neck. When will Lalita 
hand me a fan, so that I can offer You a soft breeze, drying up 
all the sweatdrops on Your bodies? I will be most happy when 
I see that!" 

Sitting on the bank of Radhakunda, Sripada Raghunatha has 
obtained the good fortune of relishing this pastime within a 
transcendental vision and by engaging in devotional service. 
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Then for the relish of the sédhakas, he has ecstatically kept this 
relishable pastime and service on record in this beautiful verse. 


radhakunde kufija-raja, madana sukhada majha, 
natya sala ati manohara 
kokilera ye kakali, amrta nichiyd pheli, 
sumadhura vadya nirantara 


"In the king of kufijas nearby Radhakunda, named Madana- 
Sukhada-Kuiija, is a very beautiful dancing stage, where the 
cuckoos sprinkle nectar with their singing and constantly 
provide sweet instrumental music". 


bhramara jhankara gana, rasala panicama tana, 
kandarpera uddipaka-maya 
dike dike nirupama, citra Sobha manorama, 
dekhi rasamayi rasamaya 


"The humming of the bumblebees sounds like luscious songs 
in the fifth note that incite erotic feelings. In all directions I see 
the incomparibly wonderful, enchanting beauty of Rasamayi 
Radhika and Rasamaya Syama." 


kandarpa samare matta, arambhila maha-nrtya, 
$rt radhika madana mohana. 
mane ei abhilasa, rahi kunjera eka pasa, 
heri nrtya parama mohana 


"Intoxicated by Cupid’s battle, Sit Radhika and Madana 
Mohana commence a great erotic dance there. I wish I could 
stay in a corner of Their kufija and behold Their most 
enchanting dance!" 
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sranta klanta kalevara, yugala kisora vara, 
bindu bindu jhare sveda jala. 
nrtyera kausala ange, vijana koribo range, 
duhu anga hoibe sitala. 


"The bodies of the excellent Yugala Kisora, Who are such 
experts in dancing, become exhausted and studded with 


sweatdrops. I will blissfully fan Them, so that Their limbs are 
cooled off." 


PRAYER No.3 


kuhi-kanthi-kanthad api kamana-kanthi mayi punar 
visakha ganasyapi ca rucira-siksam pranayatu 
yathaham tenaitad-yuva-yugalam ullasya sa-ganal 
labhe rase tasman mani-pradaka-haran tha muhuh 


kuhi-kanthi - cuckoo; kanthat - than the voice; api - even; kamana 
- attractive; kanthi - voice; mayi - to me; punah - again; visakha - 
Visakha; ganasya - of the song; api - even; ca - and; rucira - beautiful; 
siksam - teaching; pranayatu - may give; yathd - so that; aham - I; tena 
- with that; etad - that; yuva - young; yugalam - pair; ullasya - of joy; 
sagandat - with Their associates; labhe - attaining; rdse - in the Rasa- 
dance; tasmat - from Them; mani - jewel; padaka - medallions; haran 
- necklaces; iha - here; muhuh - repeatedly. 


May Visakha, whose voice is sweeter than the cuckoos, 
teach me how to sing beautiful songs! By singing such 
songs during the Rasa-dance I will make the young 
Couple of Vraja and Their friends very happy and I can 


~ 263 ~ 


Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvaminah Prarthanah Stavavali 


constantly get jewelled medallions and necklaces from 
Them! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
dasa Gosvami in his mafijari-svariipa, sees himself serving the 
Yugala Kisora when They dance the Rasa, by singing sweet 
songs he (she) learnt from Visakha. 

The mafijaris subsist only on devotional service. Service is 
their life! Bhakti means devotional service. The verbal root 
‘bhaj’ inflected to ‘kti’ forms the word bhakti. 

In the Garuda Purana it is written: bhaj ityesa vai dhatuh 
sevayam parikirtitah. 

This stanza clearly shows that the verbal root bhaj indicates 
service. The topmost manifestation of devotional service is 
manjari-bhava. The majijaris are the embodiments of 
devotional service themselves. Although in beauty and 
sweetness they equal the Yithesvaris (gopi-groupleaders), they 
don’t care for that position and are simply absorbed in the 
savour of devotional service to the Yugala Kisora. 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada writes in Krsna 
Bhavanamrta (3.2): 


ta vidyud udyuti jayi prapadaika rekha 
vaidagdhya eva kila mirtibhutas tathapi 
yuthesvaritvam api samyag arocayitva 
dasyamrtabdhim anusasnur ajasram asyah 


"Each line on the toes of these majijaris defeats the bright 
splendour of the lightning. They are cleverness personified and 
although they are qualified to be — yiithesvaris 
(gopi-groupleaders) they have no taste for this at all. They are 
always immersed in the nectar ocean of Sri Radhika’s service." 
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The intimate nikuija-service of The Yugala Kisora is their very 
own treasure. Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has written in his 


Vraja Vilasa Stava (38): 


tambilarpana pada-mardana payo danabhisaradibhir 
orndaranya mahesvarim priyatayad yds tosayanti priyah 
prana prestha sakhikulad api kilasankocita bhimikah 
kelt bhiimisu ritpa manjari mukhdas ta dasikah samsraye 


"T take shelter of Sri Radhika’s maidservants, headed by Ripa 
Maiijari, Who always engage in serving betel leaves, massaging 
the feet, serving water and arranging for the Divine Couple’s 
secret trysts. These maidservants are even more dear to the 
great Queen of Vrndaranya (Sri Radhika) than the prana- 
prestha-sakhis (the girlfriends who are dearer to Her than life), 
and She is therefore not at all shy before them!" 

Suddenly the Rasa-lila@ appears before svarapavista Sri 
Raghunatha’s eyes. There are two kinds of Rasa-dances: Nitya- 
Rasa and Maha-Rasa. The Nitya-Rasa is described in the Adi 
Purana and the Maha-Rasa in Srimad Bhagavata. The Maha- 
Rasa is the dance of RaseSvari Radharani, Sri Krsna and three 
billion gopis and the Nitya-Rasa is the Rasa-Vihara of Sri 
Radharani, thousands of Her sakhis and $17 Krsna. In this verse 
Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami perceives the Nitya Rasa. 

In his svartipdavesa Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami sees: 
mandali-bandhe gopigana korena nartana; 
madhye radha saha nace vrajendra-nandana (C.C.) 


"The gopis are dancing in a closed circle and in the middle Sri 
Radha dances with the prince of Vraja". 

How many tunes, rhythms, rdgas and raginis are They using! 
The gopis’ throats are coloured by anurdga (constant loving 
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attachment) and their voices are sprinkled with the nectar of 
love, hence their singing is most sweet. Sit Suka Muni says in 
Srimad Bhagavata - uccair jagur nrtyamand rakta kanthyo rati- 
priyah (S.B. 10.33.9) 

"The gopis, who were Rati-priya (dear to Cupid’s wife, or to 
love personified) were dancing and singing loudly, their throats 
coloured (sweetened) by different ra@gas (or by love)." 

In the Vaisnava Tosani-commentary on this part of the verse it 
is written: rakta-kanthyah prema snigdha kanthya iti parama 
madhuratvam uktam 

"The sweetness of the gopis’ voices was endless, because 
their throats were smoothened by love". The golden bangles on 
their wrists were jingling due to their restless dancing, the 
Jasmine-garlands in their braids loosened and the flowers fell 
on the ground. 


parage dhisara sthala, candre kore susitala, 
manimaya vedira upore 
rai kanu kara jori, nrtya kore phiri phiri, 
parase pulaka tanu bhare 
mrgamada candana, kore kori sakhigana, 
varisaye phula gandha raje 
sramajala bindu bindu, sobha kore mukha indu, 
adhare murali nahi baje 


"Rai and Kanu hold hands and dance around and around on 
a jewelled stage which is greyed by dust and cooled by the 
moon, Their hairs standing on end of ecstasy when They touch 
Each other. The sakhis keep musk and sandal paste in their 
hands and throw fragrant flowers. Radha and Krsna’s moon like 
faces are beautified by sweatdrops and Krsna can’t play His 
flute anymore." 
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Sri Visakha sings with a voice sweeter than a cuckoo and 
Mukunda, the teacher of all arts, is astonished and enchanted 
and praises her again and again. Rasesvari Herself plays the 
Vina while Srimatt Lalita gives the rhythm. The sweet flood of 
Visakha’s honey sweet voice singing so many rdgas, Srimati’s 
twanging Vina and Lalita’s amazing percussion takes shape and 
inundates everyone. 


niraja nayani loilo vina 
sakala gunaka ati pravina 
madhura madhura baoi tala 
madana mohana mohini 


"The lotus eyed Radhika (niraja-nayani) took the Vind and 
being very expert in all arts, She began to play ever-so-sweetly. 
She enchants the enchanter of Cupid!" 


jhankrta jhankrta jhanana jhanka 
colato anguli lolata anga 
kutila nayane koroto bhaiga 
bhang bhangi sohini 


"Her body sways as She makes Her fingers move over the 
strings and She plays the Sohini? with crooked eyes." 


lalita lalita dharata tala 
mohita mana mohana lala 
kohotahi ati bhali bhala 
radha guna salini 


(Padamrta Madhuri) 


2 Musical mode. 
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"Lovely Lalita gives the rhythm, enchanting mind- 
enchanting Krsna, who says: "Well done, well done!" Radha is a 
reservoir of attributes!" 

The dancing has come to an end. Si Radha-Syama are sitting 
on a jewelled throne, and Their sakhis take place beneath 
Them, facing Them. Radha and Syama are leaning against Each 
other in exhaustion. Everyone is sweating and panting. 

The maidservants are busily engaged fanning, massaging feet 
and serving betel leaves. Sri Ripa Maiijari and Tulasi Maiijari 
are engaged in fanning the Yugala with a yaktail-fan. 

How incomparable is Ripa and Tulasi’s friendship! Ripa takes 
Syama’s side and leaves Radharani’s side to Tulasi. This is the 
kingdom of matchless priti rasa (flavours of love). Tulasi’s heart 
and mind are absorbed in Srimati’s devotional service and in 
Her endless sweetness and beauty. 

After enjoying a little rest like this, Syamasundara looks at 
Srimati and says: 

"Radhe! I’ve heard that Your maidservants are also very expert 
in the art of dancing! Why, none of them have ever shown Me 
any of their dexterities!" 

When Srimati hears Her Priyatama’s words She slightly smiles 
and looks at Ripa Maiijari. Sri Ripa knows that Tulasi has 
become as expert in singing and dancing (gandharvd vidya) as 
Visakha by learning it from her. No one but Tulasi can astonish 
now such a big assembly as this by showing how Visakha 
enchants everyone with her expertise in singing, therefore Sri 
Ripa tells Tulasi: "Tulasi! Let Syamasundara hear one song!" 
Tulasi is shy, standing before an assembly of superiors. Seeing 
Tulasi lowering her head out of shyness Visakha says: 

"Why should you be shy? You will show your knowledge to an 
assembly of superiors! This will increase the pride of your 
superiors!" 
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Being thus ordered by Si Ripa Maifijari and Visakha, Tulasi 
stands before the Sri Yugala and begins to sing a sweet song 
while dancing along with it. Visakha’s expertise in teaching has 
taken shape in Tulasi’s dancing and singing. Everyone praises 
Tulasi again and again and Radha and Madhava and the sakhis 
repeatedly present her with gifts like jewel medals and gold 
necklaces. Visakha’s bliss knows no bounds! She sees that she 
has given her knowledge to the right pupil. Everyone is 
enchanted by Tulasi’s dancing and singing. Suddenly the 
transcendental vision vanishes and Sri Raghunatha dasa, 
coming to half-external consciousness, prays as follows: 


kokila kakali jini, madhu yara kantha-dhwani, 
se visakha krpa drstipate 
madhura sangita kala, Siksa dibe surasdla, 
sarva bhave uttama riipete 


"Visakha, whose voice is sweeter than that of a cuckoo, casts 
her merciful glance on me and teaches me all the arts of sweet 
luscious song in the best possible way!" 


srt rasa mandala majhe, rasamayi rasaraje, 
nataraja navind kisori 
rasera pratima yoto, sakhi-gane parivrta, 
bosiyache koto bhangi kori 


"In the circle of the Rasa-dance Rasamayi Radhika and 
Rasaraja Sri Krsna, the young adolescent girl and the king of 
dancers, sit down, surrounded by Their girlfriends, that are so 
many embodiments of rasa, and making so many gestures." 
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yugalera se sabhate, visakhara ddesete, 
se sab sangita manohart 
kobe va koribo gana, rasa kori murtiman, 


nrtyera kausale phiri phiri 


"When will I, on Visakha’s order, crystallize rasa by singing 
all the enchanting songs I learnt from her and by expertly 


dancing in the assembly of the Divine Pair, turning around and 
around?" 


gana Suni sakhi sange, sri radha madhava range, 
ullasete more bara bara 
mani mukta padaka hara, kobe dibe puraskara, 
se saubhagya ki hoibe amara? 


"When will Sri Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis blissfully 
reward me time and again with jewels, pearls, medals and 


necklaces when They hear me sing? When will that great 
fortune be mine?" 


PRAYER No.4 


kantya nindantam udyan-jaladhara-nicayam tapta-karta-svabhavam 
vaso bibhranam isat-smita-rucira-mukhambhojam akalpitangam 

vamanke radhikam tam prathama-rasa-kala-keli-saubhagya-mattam 
alingyalapa-bhangya vraja-pati-tanayam smerayantam smarami 


kantya - with splendor; nindantam - rebuking; udyat - rising; 
jaladhara - raincloud; nicayam -multitude; tapta - molten; kartasvara 
- gold; abham - lustre; vasah - dress; vibhranam - wearing; isat - 
slightly; smita - smile; rucira - beautiful; mukhambhojam — lotus 
face; akalpita - adorned; arigam - body; vama - left; arike - on the lap; 
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radhikam - Radhika; tam - Her; prathama rasa - erotic rasa; kala - 
arts; keli - play; saubhdgya - fortune; mattam - intoxicated; dlingya - 
embracing; aldapa - prattling; bhangyd - crookedly; vrajapati-tanayam 
- Krsna, the prince of Vraja; smerayanta - smiling; smarami - I 
remember. 


I remember the prince of Vraja (Vrajendra-Nandana 
Hari), Whose sweet bodily lustre defeats the beauty of a 
host of fresh monsoon clouds, Who wears a dhoti which 
shines like molten gold, Whose lotus like face is 
beautified by a slight smile, Whose limbs are adorned 
with different ornaments, Who keeps Sri Radhika (Who 
is intoxicated by Her fortunate pastimes in the first erotic 
rasa) on His left lap, and Who makes Her smile by 
speaking crooked words to Her. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 
has deep visions of these rasika pastimes and his heart is filled 
with a strong desire for attaining his beloved deity. 

His svariipdvesa is very strong, so he is not aware of what 
goes on in the external world. His strong love causes his mind 
and heart to submerge in the sweetness of the Yugala Kisora. 
The heart of a devotee who practices smarana always wanders 
around in the kingdom of ecstatic love. Why should the mind 
go elsewhere after relishing the sweetness of the Lord? 

Sri Thakura Mahasaya sings in Prema Bhakti Candrika: 


maranda bhramara yeno, — cakora candrika teno, 
pativratd jana yeno pati 
anyatra na colemon, — yeno daridrera hema, 
eimata prema bhakti riti 
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"The devotee does not think of anyone else but the Lord, just 
as the bee is fixed in the honey, the Cakora-bird in the 
moonlight, the chaste wife in the husband and the poor man in 
gold. Such are the ways of devotion." 

The Gaudiya Vaisnavas meditate on the sweet Divine Pair. 
Their bee like minds do not go away from Their lotus like feet. 
This is the supreme savour in the spiritual kingdom. 

yugala carane priti, parama ananda tathi, rati premamaya 
parabandhe: "Love for the lotus feet of the Divine Pair is the 
highest ecstasy of love. Let me be lovingly attached to the 
premika books written by the rasika dcaryas!" 

(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 

Sri Raghunatha’s heart and mind are in the kingdom of lilas. 
In his smarana a sweet lila-picture appears before his spiritual 
eyes: He sees Radhika and Madhava meeting in a solitary 
nikufija through the endeavours of the sakhis and mafijaris. 
When the Yugala Kisora sits down on Their jewelled throne 
They illuminate the whole kuiija-house with Their endless 
sweetness, and the eyes of the sakhis and mafjaris blissfully 
swim in the ocean of this sweetness. Sri Raghunatha, as Tulasi 
Maiijari, is engaged in the service of the Yugala, and her eyes 
are immersed in Syama’s sweetness. Syama’s sweetness is 
anyway endless, but in front of the spotless mirror of Sri 
Radhika’s love this sweetness takes ever-new forms. 

Krsna Himself says in Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi 4): 


yadyapi nirmala radhara sat prema darpana; 
tathapi svacchata tara badhe ksane ksana 
amara madhurya nahi badhite avakase; 
e darpanera age nava nava riipe bhase 
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"Although the mirror of Radha’s love is spotless, its clarity 
increases at every moment. There’s no end to the increase of 
My sweetness, but before this mirror it floats in ever-new 
forms!" 

The heart of kinkart Tulasi is absorbed in the ever-fresh 
blackish lustre of tender Govinda’s body. She sees: kantyd 
nindantam udyajjaladhara nicayam 

"His bodily lustre rebukes the beauty of a host of fresh 
rainclouds". The great poet Karnapura has written: sit@mara 
ratna_ dalitafijana megha-putja pratyagra nila jalajanma 
samana bhasam "Krsna’s body shines like a sapphire, crushed 
collyrium, a host of monsoon clouds or a blue lotus flower." 
kuvalaya nila ratna, dalitanjana megha-pufija jini varana 
suchanda (Mahajana) truly, nothing can compare to Syama’s 
glossy lustre! The rasa stikta: syamdc chabalan prapadye from 
the Upanisads has announced the glories of this Syama-lustre. 
Sripada Sankaracarya said in his commentary on this sikta: 
syamacchabalam prapadye ityddi mantraémndyah pdvano 
japarthasca dhydnarthe va. syamo gambhiro varna - syama iva 
syamah hardam brahma atyanta duravagahyatvat 

"This sacred mantra can be recited, repeated in Japa or 
meditated upon. Syama is a deep colour and with Syama is 
meant the most beloved Supreme Brahman, who is very 
difficult to perceive." 

Srila Bilvamangala Thakura has written: 
caturyaika nidana sima capalapanga cchata mantharam 
lavanyamrta vici lolita drsan laksmi kataksadrtam 
kdlindi pulinaigana pranayinam kamavatarankuran 


balan nilam ami vayam madhurima svarajyamaradh numah 


(Krsna Karnamrtam -3) 
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"We worship an adolescent boy of bluish complexion, Who is 
the limit of cleverness, Who slows down Sri Radha with the 
luster of His restless eyes, that are swaying on the waves of 
nectarean elegance, Who is honoured by the glances of the 
goddess of fortune (Sri Radha), Who is loved by the girls on the 
bank of the Yamuna, Who is the seed of all the descents of 
Cupid and Who is the emperor of sweetness." 

The kirikari then sees that this bluish body is beautified by a 
dhoti shining like molten gold: tapta kartasvarabhani vaso 
vibhranam. vdsarid dravat kanaka-vrnda nibharn dadhan 
"When you see this Pitambara (yellow cloth) it looks as if 
someone is pouring out a great amount of liquid gold." ardra 
mdakhiya keba sdradra bondilo re, aichana dekhi pitambara 
(Candi Dasa) 

"Who is smearing out this green, making it yellow? That’s 
how I see this Pitambara!" It is as if He hugs Preyast Siromani 
Sit Radhika by wearing this yellow cloth, that corresponds 
exactly with Her beautiful bodily splendor. In Sri Radharani’s 
Rasodgara (amorous recollection) it is seen: @mdra angera 
varana lagiyd pitavasa pore syama "Syama wears this yellow 
cloth because He loves My bodily lustre so much!" (Jfiana Dasa) 

Then again he says smita rucira mukhambhojam: 

"His lotus-face is beautified by a honey-sweet slight smile" How 
sweet is that smile! The Mahajanas sing: isat hdsira taranga 
hillole madana miiracha paya 

"Cupid faints when he touches the billowing waves of that 
slight smile!" That honey-smile has a most intoxicating effect on 
the gopis. Sti Ripa Gosvami has written: 


prapanna janata tamah ksapana sadradendu prabha 
vrajambuja vilocana smara samrddhi siddhausadhih 
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vidambita sudhambudhi prabala madhuri dambara 
vibhartu tava madhava smita kadamba kantir mudam 


"O Madhava! May the luster of Your smile, that shines like 
the autumn moon, that rebukes the sweetness of an entire 
ocean of nectar, that destroys the darkness in Your devotees’ 
hearts and that nourishes the herbs of the gopis’ amorous 
desires, give me boundless bliss!" Especially when Krsna smiles 
at Radharani there’s no end to the nectar of His smile. hdsira 
hilole mora, parana putali dole, dite cai yauvana nichani "The 
puppet of My life-airs oscillates on the waves of His smile, so I 
want to give Him My youth as a present." 

Syama’s limbs are also decorated with different clothes and 
ornaments - dkalpitanigam. Syama’s body is the ornament of 
ornaments itself: bhisana bhiisanangam (S. Bhagavata). Kavi 
Karnapura has written: "Whatever enters into this nectarean 
body will become nectarean: md@dhurya sindhum adhi yasya 
bhaven nipdatas tat kevalarn madhurimanam urikaroti (Ananda 
Vrndavana Campi) 

Kinkari Tulasi sees that Syama, the ocean of sweetness, keeps 
Sri Radhika, who is intoxicated by the rasa of erotic pastimes, 
on His left lap and is making Her laugh by telling Her all kinds 
of funny and untrue things. He embraces Her in a curved way 
and kisses Her. o riipa lavanya rasi amiyd podiche khasi, hdsya 
parihasa sambhasane (Prarthana) 

"Nectar drips from Their beautiful forms as They converse in a 
joking way." 

While thus floating on the waves of the ocean of nectarean 
elegance of the Sri Yugala, kinkari Tulasi takes a fan in the hand 
and steps forward to start her devotional service. Just then the 
transcendental vision stops, and, returning to his s@dhakdavesa 
(external consciousness) Sri Raghunatha dasa says: "If I can’t 
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see these sweet forms directly, then may I at least remember 
them!" 


keli kuttja abhyantare, ratana vedira pare, 
madana mohana syama raya. 
jini nava jaladhara, rase anga dhara dhara, 
lavanya taranga bohi yaya 


"In a play-grove on a jewelled platform sits Madana Mohana, 
Syama Raya. Rasa drips from His body, that defeats the beauty 
of a fresh monsoon-cloud and is carried on waves of elegance." 


tapta hema kanti hara, paridhane pitambara, 
meghe saudamini jhalamala. 

ningadiya sudhanidhi, gadeche rasika vidhi, 
hasi makha vadana kamala 


"He wears a yellow dhoti that destroys the luster of molten 
gold and that shimmers like a lightning-strike under a 
monsoon-cloud. From the ocean of nectar the rasika Creator 
has made His lotus-face, anointed with a smile." 


bhisane bhiisita aiga, yeno abhinaya ranga, 
abhinava ritpa manohari. 
vama krode sri radhika, —_krsna keli aradhika, 
dyotamana paramda sundari 


"His body is decorated with ornaments, so that His youthful 
enchanting form resembles an actor on the stage. Sri Radhika, 
the most beautiful worshipper of Krsna’s pastimes, shines on 
His left lap." 
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rasika nagara chale, rasera prasaiga tule, 
hasya parihasa sambhasane 
vilasa caturyera vakye, mugdha kori priydjike, 
bara bara kore dlitigane. 


"The Rasika Nagara engages in so many frivolous, crooked 
rasika talks with His beloved. He enchants His Priyaji with 
these clever, playful words and embraces Her again and again." 


sei vrajardja suta, vidagadha lilamrta, 
anudina koriye smarana 
raghunathera e prarthana, divya cintamani sona, 
haripada bhajana ratana 


"I remember the clever, nectarean pastimes of this prince of 
Vraja every day. These prayers of Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami are the divine jewels, gold and Cintamani-gems of 
Haripada Sila’s worship." 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami’s Prarthana 


Translated: September 1992 by Advaita dasa. 
Upgraded: January, 1996. 
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Sri-Sri Govardhanasraya 
Dasakam 


Ten verses in which I take shelter of 
Govardhana Hill 


By Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami 


VERSE 1: 


saptaham murajit-karambuja-paribhrajat-kanisthanguli- 
prodyad-valgu-varatakoparimilan-mugdha-dvirepho ‘pi yah 
pathah-ksepaka-sakra-nakra-mukhatah krode vrajam drag apat 
kas tam gokula-bandhavam giri-varam govardhanam nasrayet 


sapta - seven; aham - days; murajit - Krsna; kara - hand; ambuja - 
lotus; paribhrajat - shines; kanistha - smallest; aiguli - finger; 
prodyad - manifest; valgu - beautiful; varataka — lotus whorl; upari 
- on top; milad - meeting; mugdha - charming; dvirepha - bumblebee; 
api - even; yah - who; pathah - water; ksepaka - thrower; sakra - Indra; 
nakra - crocodile; mukhatah - from the mouth; krode - in the lap; 
vrajam - Vraja; drak - quickly; apat - protected; kah - who; tam - him; 
gokula bandhavam - the friend of Gokula; girivaram - the best of 
mountains; govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; arayet - will take 


shelter 
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Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, the best 
of mountains and the friend of Gokula, who protected 
the people of Vraja from the rains which came from the 
mouth of the crocodile-like king Indra, like an innocent 
blackbee sitting on the seedhusk-like little finger of Sri 
Krsna’s lotus like hand for seven days? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In sadhakavesa’® Sripada 
Raghunatha reveals the glories of Sri Giriraja Govardhana in 
this Govardhanasraya Dasakam. 

In his Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu Srila Ripa Gosvami has 
mentioned that five of the sixty-four items of bhajana are 
extraordinarily powerful and one of them is living in Vraja or 
taking shelter of Vraja-dhama. 

durithadbhuta virye’smin sraddha diire’stu paticake. yatra 
svalpo’pi sambandhah sad dhiyari bhava janmane 

"These five items - serving the sri marti, hearing Srimad 
Bhagavata, associating with devotees, congregationally 
chanting the Holy Name of the Lord and living in Vraja - are 
very confidential and amazing. What to speak of faithfully 
executing these five items of devotion, when an offenseless 
person even casually comes in contact with them they will 
swiftly cause love of God to take birth in him." 

The whole abode of Vraja is a transformation of visuddha- 
sattva, the Lord’s transcendental existence-potency sandhint. 


sandhintra sara arnsa - Suddha sattva nama; 
bhagavanera satta hoy yahate visrama 


8 Absorption in his 'external' male form, as a practitioner of raganuga 


bhakti. Ed 
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mata pita sthana grha sayyasana Gra; 
e sab krsnera Suddha sattvera vikara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4) 


"The essential portion of the sandhini-sakti is called ‘suddha 
sattva’ (pure existence). It is here that the Lord’s sattd rests. 
(The word sattd means ‘existence’ and the word visrama mean 
‘blissful residence’.) His mother, His father, His residence, His 
house, His bed, and His chairs - all are transformations of 
Krsna’s suddha-sattva." 

In the holy dhama, which is the culmination of suddha- 
sattva, which is again a ray of the sandhini-potency, the Lord is 
able to reside, relishing the blissful mellows of His pastimes. 
The only abode where Krsna can stay enjoying purely sweet and 
intimate pastimes, which are devoid of even a whiff of 
reverence is this Vraja-dhama. But even within this Vraja 
there is again distinction between the different confidential 
pastime-places. Giriraja Govardhana is said by Srila Ripa 
Gosvami to be at the summit: 


vaikunthdj janito vara madhu-puri tatrapi rasotsavad 
orndaranyam udara pani ramanat tatrapi govardhanah 
radhakundam ihapi gokula pateh premamrta plavanat 
kuryad asya virdjato giri-tate sevam viveki na kah 


"Greater than Vaikuntha is Mathura. Better than Mathura is 
Vrndavana because the Riasa-dance took place there. Better 
even than Vrndavana is Govardhana because it was touched by 
Krsna’s beautiful hand and best of all places is Radhakunda (the 
abode of Sri-S1t Radha-Madhava’s most passionate pastimes), 
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which is inundated by the stream of nectarean love of the Lord 
of Gokula (Sri Krsna). 

Who will not serve this sacred pond at the base of 
Govardhana Hill?" 

Sripada Raghunatha has taken shelter at Sri Radhakunda. 
Indeed, he is exclusively fixed in staying at Radhakunda! 

As soon as we mention Radhakunda, we remember Raghunatha 
dasa Gosvami, the great priest of the sacrifice of ra@gdnuga- 
bhakti, who constantly bathed in his own tears of love for 
Srimati Radharani on the bank of the kunda and who gave the 
whole world a perfect example of fixation in bhajana, 
renunciation, and anxious loving devotion. This kunda is one of 
the special holy places at the base of Govardhana Hill. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "Who will not take shelter of Govardhana 
Hill, the friend of Gokula?" 

No one can independently take shelter of the holy dhama. 
Just as by the grace of the sddhu or the guru someone may 
become devoted to the Lord and the Lord becomes favorable 
to him, thinking: "This person has taken shelter of Me, so he 
will be protected by Me in all respects!" Similarly by the grace 
of the holy dhama a fortunate practicing devotee will become 
attracted to living there, and the dhdma will mercifully bless 
him with a place of residence and protect him, thinking: “This 
devotee is my protégé in all respects!” This is how the word 
asraya can be understood. 

By calling Sri Giriraja Gokula-Bandhava Sri Raghunatha 
reminds us of how Giriraja protected Gokula. The king of the 
demigods Indra had committed a great offense by accepting 
offerings from Sri Nanda, Upananda and other cowherders, 
who are worshippable even for the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. To protect him from the grip of this offense and to 
establish the service and the glories of Sri Giriraja the merciful 
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Lord stopped the sacrifice to Indra and had the sacrifice to Sri 
Govardhana commenced. 

The king of the demigods Indra, intoxicated as he was with 
pride of his opulences, was unable to understand this merciful 
pastime of the Lord and began to engage clouds like the 
Samvartaka which are used to destroy the universe, to vanquish 
Gokula with showers of rain and thunderbolts. 

When these destructive storms and showers of rain, hail, and 
thunderbolts began, the distressed Vrajavasis took shelter of 
their only resort, Sri Krsna- 


krsna krsna mahabhaga 
tvan nathan gokulam prabho 
tratum arhasi devan nah 
kupitad bhakta vatsala 


(Bhagavata 10.25.43) 


"O Krsna! Krsna! O highly fortunate One! O protector of the 
devotees! O most powerful One! Please protect Gokula from 
the hand of Indra, who has become angry with us!" 

Seeing that the Vrajavasis were suffering from Indra’s atrocious 
behaviour and hearing their distress-calls, Sri Krsna said: 
"With My own power I will protect the Vrajavasis, who are 
surrendered to Me, who are My protegees and who are My 
beloved relatives. My only vow is to protect the souls who 
surrender unto Me." 

Saying this, Sri Krsna suddenly lifted Govardhana Hill and 
playfully held it on His left hand, just as a child is holding a 
mushroom. 

tasman mac charanan gosthan 
man natham mat parigraham 
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gopaya svatma-yogena 
so’yam me vrata ahitah 
ityuktvaikena hastena 
krtva@ govardhanacalam 
dadhara lilaya krsnas 
chatrakam iva balakah 


(Bhagavata 10.25.18-19) 


Sri Krsna easily held Giriraja with the little finger of His left 
hand, gave shelter to all the people and cows of Vraja beneath 
it and remained standing motionlessly like this for seven days. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Sri Giriraja remained on the lotus 
seed-like little finger of Sri Krsna’s lotus like hand like an 
innocent bumblebee". 

This means that just as a kingbee who is engaged in drinking 
the honey from a lotus flower remains on the lotus seed in an 
intoxicated state, similarly Govardhana who is the greatest of 
Lord Hari’s servants, got a place on Sri Krsna’s lotus like hand 
for seven consecutive days and nights and remained absorbed 
there in relishing the mellows of the beauty of the lotus like 
hand of his most dearly beloved. In this way he easily saved the 
Vrajamandala from the grip of the crocodile-like Indra, who 
was showering it vehemently. 

Bumblebees drink the honey from lotus flowers in the lakes, 
but when a crocodile comes into the lake and splashes that lotus 
flower with water, the lotus flower can’t protect himself, nor the 
blackbee that may sit on it. But in Krsna’s kingdom it is quite 
the other way around. Here the Indra-crocodile threw a lot of 
water over the abode of Vraja, but not only Krsna’s lotus like 
hand, even the blackbee-like Govardhana Hill was able to 
protect the lake of Vraja. The metaphor called vyatireka is used 
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in this verse. When the object of comparison is distinctly 
described from the standard of comparison because of some 
quality or fault it is called a vyatireka alankdra. upamanat 
vilaksana iti gunena dosena ca (Alankara Kaustubha 8.142) 
Sripada Raghunatha says: "Which person would not take shelter 
of this Giriraja?" 


sapta dina sri krsnera kara-padma Sese 
kanisthaiguli-riipa maiiju padma-kose 
tahe mugdha bhriga nyaya hoye avasthite 
orstikart deva-raja nakra mukha ho’te 
yinho ei vraja-bhiimi raksa koriyache 
gokula bandhava boli khyata giri-raje 
hari dasa varya se giri govardhane 
kon prani asraya nd kore sarva ksane? 


"Who will not take shelter of Giri Govardhana, the best of 
Hari’s servants, who is famous as the friend of Gokula and who 
protected Vrajabhimi from the mouth of the showering 
crocodile named Devaraja Indra by sitting on the lovely 
lotusseed-like little finger of Sri Krsna’s lotus like hand like an 
innocent bumblebee for seven days?" 


VERSE 2: 


indratve nibhrtam gavam suranadi-toyena dindtmana 
sakrendnugata cakara surabhir yenabhisekam hareh 
yat-kacche ‘jani tena nandita-janam govinda-kundam krti 
kas tam go-nikarendra-patta-sikharam govardhanam ndasrayet 
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indratve - kinghood; nibhrtam - lonely: gavam - cows; sura-nadi - 
Ganga; toyena - with water; dina - lowly: atmand - by a person; 
Sakrena - by Indra; anugata - following; cakara - doing; surabhih - 
cow; yena - by whom; abhisekam - bathed; hareh - of Hari; yat - who; 
kacche - close by; ajani - was manifested; tena - by him; nandita - 
gladdened; janam - person; govinda kundam - Govinda Kunda; krti - 
pious soul; kah - who; tam - him; go - cow; nikara - group; indra - king; 
patta sikharam - of mountains; govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; 
asrayet - will take shelter. 


Which pious soul will not take shelter of the king of 
mountains, Govardhana Hill, who delights everyone and 
close to whom is Govinda Kunda, where Lord Hari was 
secretly bathed to crown Him as the king of cows with 


celestial Ganga-water by the Surabhi-cow of the 
humbled king Indra? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For seven days and nights Sri 
Krsna stood and held up Sri Giriraja with steady hand. 

Like thirsty Cataka-birds the people of Vraja relished the 
sweet nectar of this black monsoon cloud (Krsna) for seven days 
and nights: 


giri-dhara vadanendo rasmi piytisa-dharamn 
pibad tha pasu-jatam sapta ratrindivani 
ksudham api satrsam tanndyayau tarhi tasya 
pranayi jana gananam kim bruve na bruve kim 
srt mukhena janata sudhd-rasair 
asya bhii-dhara-dharasya piryate; 
evam apy-avayati tada prasiis 
tan muhur bahu-rasair apiirayat 
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"Even the cows and buffaloes of Vraja were constantly 
engaged for seven days and nights in relishing the streams of 
nectar emanating from Giridhari Sri Krsna’s lustrous moon-like 
face and so they did not feel any hunger or thirst. Who can then 
describe the ecstasy felt by Sri Krsna’s dear most Vrajavasi gopis 
and gopas when they saw Sri Krsna’s face for seven days? 
Seeing that the gopas and gopis, who were standing in a circle 
under the mountain, were constantly drinking the nectar of the 
vision of Sri Krsna’s lotus like face, mother Yasoda was filling 
Sri Krsna’s lotus like mouth with butter and sweet rice every 
half hour." 

Seeing Krsna’s glorious power, the king of heaven Indra 
became afraid like an elephant attacked by a lion, so he called 
his clouds back and fled to his celestial abode. 

But alas! Could he find any peace there after offending the 
source of all peace, Sri Krsna? At every moment he expected 
Krsna’s faithful Sudarsana-disc to come and burn the heavenly 
planets and their inhabitants. Who knows what kind of harsh 
punishment may be my fate?" 

In the scripture Sti Gopala-Campi it is described: 

ito gatvud dainyam matvd skhalad oja vidaujah ksayan 
gacchan apyasau ksayam rcechann iva sthitavdnnatu sactm 
actkamata. na ca nirjara sadasi nirjagama 

"Humiliated, Devaraja Indra miserably returned to _ his 
heavenly abode, but when he came there he could find no 
peace. It was as if he whithered away each day in great fear. 
He found no more joy in the loving conversations with his wife 
Sacidevi or in the meetings of the assembly of demigods. 

He constantly spent his time in a solitary section of his abode 
Amaravati. When the guru of the demigods, Brhaspati, heard 
this he went to see him and chastised him, saying: 
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yasmdd abhajasi visnum jisno tasmad anedhitase tvam 
na vind candram vindati jivana vrttim vanaspatih ko’pi 
athavd sahasra drsam apyaho bhavadrsam abhibhiiya 
bhrsi-bhavanti tadrst madaddhata nasadrsi. yatah sureso’si. 
indra uvaca - avicaritam evacaritam idam maya. bhavadbhis tu 
sampratam sampratam upadisyatam 
brhaspatir uvdca - Satamanyo tadrsa visadrsatayam sata dhrtir eva 
dhrtim dsadayita. tasmat tad anusaranam eva Saranam. tad evar 
jantabhedi sakhedibhavann avadhaya dhataram eva gatva 
sankocamamatvd svaparadham avadharayamasa 


(Gopala Campih) 


"O King of the demigods! Although you are victorious over 
all the demons, you can’t make any spiritual advancement 
unless you worship the lotus feet of Sri Krsna! Can any tree or 
herb stay alive without the aid of the moon? Although you have 
a thousand eyes, you are still blind! That is because you are 
suresa, (king of demigods, or one who is drunk of wine) and this 
intoxication (mada means pride or _ intoxication), the 
intoxicating opulence of heaven, has blinded you!" 

Hearing these chastising words of Brhaspati, Devaraja Indra 
replied: "O master! I’ve done a great mischief by trying to 
destroy Vrajabhiimi! It was a great injustice! Now please tell me 
how to become free from the reactions to such an offense!" 

Brhaspati said: "O Indra! Only Lord Brahma can advise you 
in these days of woe, so quickly go to him!" 

So Indra went to see Lord Brahma and elaborately told him of 
the offense he had committed. Hearing the words of Devaraja, 
Brahma told him: 


hanta vibudhadhipe napyabudhena bhavata bhavata 
duhsa@dharadhah so’yam mahan evaparadhah krtah. yah 
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khalu sédhavah sakrd apyavadharayantas tam 
avadhirayantah savadhanah srotam apidadhate. tathapi srsti- 
vidhitsd dur-vidhind vidhind maya tad idam upadisyate. 
purvam tan mahima jijidsaya dharstyam anusthitam astiti tan 
matra kilbisa visama sahamdnena mayd durmana maydgadha 
bhavad aparadha ksamapandaya ksamaté na labhyate. kintu 
gavam kanduyanam kurydd go-grasam go-pradaksinam. 
nityam gosu prasanndsu gopdlo’pi prasidati. iti gautamadi 
sammatyd go jatisu pritiriti paritasya tasya ksamadpandya 
kdtaras tvan taj jati mataram surabhim eva bhajasva na ced 
asuratah surabhi sangatir bhavisyati 


"Alas! Alas! Although you are the king of the demigods, you 
committed such a foolish offense! The wise men carefully block 
their ears when they hear about your misbehaviour even once! 
Nevertheless I shall advise you what to do in order to protect 
my creation! Some time ago I became so impudent as to try to 
know the greatness of Sri Krsna", and even now I can’t find the 
means by which I can be forgiven for that offense! But Gautama 
and other sages advised me to daily carress the cows, feed them 
grass and circumambulate them. By serving the cows, the Lord 
of cows, Govinda, will swiftly be pleased. Therefore if you want 
to satisfy the Lord, who is naturally a great lover of the cows, 
then go to the mother of cows Surabhi, otherwise the demons 
will surely cause fear and havoc in heaven!" 

Hearing Brahma’s advice Indra swiftly went to mother 
Surabhi, told her about the offense he had committed and 
brought her along to Vraja-bhimi. 


‘* By stealing His calves and cowherd boys, see Srimad Bhagavata 
Canto Ten, chapters 13 and 14. Ed. 
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The all-merciful Sri Krsna had already engaged His cowherd 
boys elsewhere and waited for Indra to come. Smilingly He sat 
on a jewelled boulder of Govardhana Hill when Indra slowly 
and shyly approached Him, offered prostrated obeisances unto 
Him and began to praise Him while sitting on his knees before 
Him. He revealed all the great glories of Sri Krsna with a 
faltering and fear-filled voice. After Indra had completed his 
praises of the Lord, mother Surabhi also praised Sri Krsna and 
showered Him with her own milk. Devaraja Indra also had 
Krsna bathed, with a shower of celestial Ganga-water, pumped 
up by the trunk of his Airavata-elephant and had Him named 
Govinda, or king of cows, in everyone’s presence. The water 
that had showered Govinda created Govinda Kunda, a lake that 
lies at the base of Govardhana Hill even today, delighting the 
eyes of everyone. Sripada said: "Which fortunate soul will not 
take shelter of Giriraja Govardhana, the resting-place of 
Govinda?" 

Sri govinda govardhana uttolana kori; 
vraja-mandala raksa koilo ei drsya heri 
indra dainye surabhire ani govardhane; 

govinda carane lutaya sahasra locane 
mandakini jale krsne abhiseka kore; 
yaha hoite dvirbhita divya sarovare 
bhakata nayanananda sri govinda kunda; 
pavitra koroye yei akhila brahmanda 
vrajendranandanera hoy visramera sthana; 
bhauma vrndavane srila govardhana nama 
sei giriraje kon krtt mahasaya; 
asraya nd kore yate sarva labhya hoy? 


"When thousand-eyed Indra saw how S1t Govinda lifted 


Govardhana Hill to protect Vraja-mandala he humbly took 
Surabhi along to Govardhana and rolled before Govinda’s feet. 
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By showering Krsna with the water of the celestial Mandakini- 
river he created a divine lake named Sri Govinda Kunda that 
delights the eyes of all the devotees and purifies the entire 
universe. Which fortunate soul will not take shelter of this king 
of mountains named Srila Govardhana, which is the resting 
place of Vrajendra Nandana, which is situated in the terrestrial 
Vrndavana and where all desires are fulfilled?" 


VERSES 3-4: 


svar-dhuny-adi-varenya-tirtha-ganato hrdydny ajasram hareh 
siri-brahma-harapsarah-priyaka-tat-sri-dana-kundany api 
prema-ksema-ruci-pradani parito bhrajanti yasya vrati 
kas tam manya-munindra-varnita-gunam govardhanam nasrayet 


jyotsnamoksana-malya-hara-sumano-gauri-balari-dhvaja 

gandharvadi-saramsi nirjhara-girih srngara-simhasanam 

gopdlo ‘pi hari-sthalam harir api sphirjanti yat-sarvatah 
kas tam go-mrga-paksi-urksa-lalitam govardhanam nasrayet 


svah - heaven; dhuni - river; ddi - and so; varenya - best; tirtha - 
holy waters; ganatah - multitude; hrdyani - charming; ajasram - 
always; hareh - of Hari; stri - Balarama; brahma - Brahma; hara - Siva: 
apsarah - Apsara; priyaka - dear; tat - that; sri dana kundani - Sri 
Dana Nirvartana-kunda; api - even; prema - love; ksema - welfare; 
ruci - taste; pradana - bestows; paritah - surrounded; bhrajanti - 
shines; yasya - whose; vrati - avowed soul; kah - who; tam - him; 
manya - worshipable; munindra - best of sages; varnita - described; 
gunam - glories; govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; arayet - will 
take shelter. 
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jyotsnad - Candra Sarovara; moksana - Rna Mocana Kunda; 
mdlyahara - Malyahara-kunda; swmanah - Kusuma Sarovara; gauri - 
Gauri-tirtha; balari dhvaja - Indra-dhvaja-vedi; gandharva - 
Gandharva-kunda; Gdi - and so on; saramsi - lakes; nirjhara - cascades; 
girih - mountain; srigdra simhdsanam - Ratna Sirnhasana; gopdlah - 
the Gopala-deity; api - even; hari-sthalam - Hari-sthala; harih - 
Harideva; api - even; sphurjanti - shine; yat - that; sarvatah - 
everywhere; kah - who; tam - him; go - cows; mrga - deer; paksi - 
birds; urksa - trees; lalitari - charming; govardhanam - Govardhana; 
na - not; asrayet - will take shelter. 


Which avowed person will not take shelter of 
Govardhana Hill, whose glories are sung by the best of 
munis’, who is surrounded by many splendid holy lakes 
like Sri Dana Nirvartana kunda which all bestow love of 
God, blessings and taste for bhajana and are more 
glorious than such holy waters as the Ganga, and which 
are dear to Lord Hari, Balarama, Brahma, Siva and the 
Apsaras? 


Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, who is 
the throne for the erotic mellows, where Lord Hari is 
always manifest, who is beautified by cows, deer, birds 
and trees, and where there are many beautiful places 
like Candra-Sarovara, Rna-Mocana-Kunda, Malyahari- 
kunda, Kusuma-Sarovara, Gauri -Tirtha, Indra-dhvaja 
vedi, Gandharva-kunda, Nirjhara-Giri, Gopala and Hari- 
sthala? 


5 The 'best of munis' is S17 Sukadeva Muni, who glorified Govardhana 
Hill extensively in his Srimad Bhagavata. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After describing the glories of 
taking shelter of Sri Giriraja, Sripada Raghunatha now 
describes all the innumerable holy places around Giriraja that 
bestow devotion, everlasting auspiciousness and taste for 
bhajana in these two verses. 

Each and every playground of Sri Krsna, Baladeva and the 
cowherd boys around Govardhana Hill is a great holy place. 
Apart from that there are also famous kundas and other holy 
places which are very dear to Brahma, Mahadeva, Surabhi, 
Indra, the Gandharvas and the Apsaras and which are named 
after them, all around Govardhana Hill. 

In the Garga-Samhita it is described how Maharaja 
Bahulasva, the king of Mithila, asked Devarsi Narada about the 
exact identity of each and every holy place around Govardhana 
Hill — 


kati mukhydni tirthani giriraje mahatmani 
etad brithi maha-yogin saksat team divya darsanah 


"O great yogi! You are personally endowed with a divine 
vision, therefore I am asking you which are the main holy places 
around Giriraja Govardhana. Please describe them to me." On 
the request of the king of Mithila Devarsi Narada said: 


pariptirnatamah saksat sri krsno bhagavan svayam; 
asankhya brahmanda patir golokesah paratparah 
asminsthitah sada kridam arbhakaih saha maithila; 
karoti tasya mahatmyan vaktum nalan caturmukhah 
yatra vai manasi ganga maha-papaugha-nasini; 
govinda kundam subhadam subhas candra sarovarah 
radhakundam krsnakundam lalitakundam eva ca; 
gopalakundam tatraiva kusumakara eva ca 
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Sri krsna mauli samsparsat mauli cihna silabhavat; 
yasya darsana matrena deva maulir bhavejjanah 
yasyam silayam krsnena citrani likhitani ca; 
adyapi citrita punyd namné citra sila girau 
yam silam arbhakaih krsno vadayan kridane ratah; 
vadani sa sila jata maha papaugha-nasini 
yatra sri krsnacandrena gopalaih saha maithila; 
krta vai kanduka-krida tat ksetrann kandukam smrtam 
drstoa sakra-padam yati natva brahma-padami ca tat; 
vilunthan yasya rajasa saksad visnu-padan vrajet 
gopanam usnindnyatra corayamasa madhavah; 
ausnisam nama tat tirtham maha papa-haram girau 
nipa palasa patranam krtvd dronani madhavah; 
aghasa balakaih sarddham picchilani dadhini ca 
dronakarani patrani vabhiivah sakhinam tada; 
tat ksetram ca maha-punyam dronam nama nrpesvara 
dadhi-danam tatra krtva pitva patra-dhrtam dadhi; 
namaskuryan naras tasya golokan na cyutir bhavet 
netre tvacchadya yatraiva lilo’bhiin madhavo’rbhakath; 
tatra tirtham laukikam ca jatam papa-prandsanam 
kadamba-khanda tirtham ca lila-yuktam hareh sada; 
tasya darsana mdatrena naro narayano bhavet 
yatra vai radhaya rase srigaro’kari madhavah; 
tatra govardhane jatam sthalam srigara-mandalam 
airavatasya surabheh pada cihnani yatra vai; 
tatra natvd narah gopi vaikuntham yati maithila 
hasta-cihnam pada-cihnam sri krsnasya mahatmanah; 
drstva natod narah kascit saksat krsna-padan vrajet 
etani nrpa tirthani kundadyayatanani ca; 
angani girirdjasya kim bhiiyah srotam icchasi 


"O King of Mithila! The complete, primeval, and supreme 


Lord $1i Krsna, Who is the maintainer of all the universes and 
the Lord of Goloka, always plays on Govardhana Hill with His 
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cowherd boyfriends. Therefore even four-faced Lord Brahma 
can’t describe His glories." 

Near Govardhana Hill is the Manasi-Ganga, which destroys 
all sins, Govinda-Kunda, which is filled with clear water, 
Candra-Sarovara, Sri Radhakunda, Syamakunda, Lalitakunda, 
Gopalakunda, Kusuma-Sarovara and other great holy tanks. 
On one part of Govardhana Hill is a stone which bears the sign 
of Sri Krsna’s head because He touched it with His head. 
Anyone who sees this stone is worshipable even for the 
demigods. All the different sacred rocks on Govardhana Hill 
that Sri Krsna painted pictures on are still there and are known 
as ‘Citra-Sila’. The stones on which S17 Krsna played (music) 
while playing with His cowherd boyfriends are known as 
‘Vadani-sila@ and they destroy all sins. The place on Govardhana 
Hill where Krsna played ball (kanduka) with His friends is 
known as “Kanduka-ksetra’. Anyone who sees these places 
attains the position of Indra, anyone who offers obeisances unto 
them attains the position of Brahma and anyone who rolls in 
their dust attains the position of Visnu. The place on 
Govardhana Hill where Sri Krsna kept the turbans of the 
cowherd boys after stealing them as a joke is called “Ausnisa- 
tirtha’ and destroys all sins. 

Once upon a time the gopis went down the road alongside 
the base of Govardhana Hill on the pretext of wanting to sell 
yoghurt. At that moment the cowherd boys, on Sri Krsna’s 
indication, dragged the vessels of yoghurt from their heads and 
threw them on the ground. The gopis then went to Nanda and 
Yasoda to tell them about this impudence of Sri Krsna and the 
cowherd boys, while Sri Krsna made innumerable leaf-cups of 
Kadamba- and Palasa-leaves and ate the yoghurt that had fallen 
on the ground with His cowherd boyfriends. At this place the 
leaves on the Kadamba- and Palisa-trees are naturally shaped 
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like leaf-cups. O King of Mithila! This very sacred place is 
known as Drona-tirtha. Anyone who donates yoghurt or drinks 
yoghurt here from a Drona-leafcup and devotedly offers his 
obeisances unto this place will never fall down from Goloka." 

The place on Govardhana Hill where Sri Krsna and His 
cowherd boyfriends were playing hide-and-seek by covering 
each other’s eyes is called “Laukika Tirtha’ and destroys all sins. 
The place on top of Govardhana Hill which is called “Kadamba 
Khanda’ is an abode where Sri Krsna performed different 
pastimes. A person who simply sees this place attains sdripya- 
mukti (liberation in which one attains the same form) with Lord 
Narayana. The place on Govardhana Hill where Sri Krsna 
performed different erotic (srigdra-rasa) pastimes with Sri 
Radha is known as ‘Srigara Mandala’. 

Even if a great sinner offers his obeisances to the place on 
Govardhana Hill where Airavata’s and Surabhis footprints are 
he will become qualified to ascend to Vaikuntha. At different 
places on Govardhana Hill one can find the handprints and 
footprints of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna. A person who 
beholds these signs will directly attain Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. O 
Lord of Mithila! Thus I told you about all the different holy 
places and holy tanks around Sri Giriraja that form his limbs. 
Now tell me what more you want to hear!" 

Hearing everything about the holy places around 
Govardhana Hill from Devarsi Narada, King Bahulasva of 
Mithila was most ecstatic and told Sri Narada with folded 
hands: "O Devarse! You are omniscient! Please tell me which 
holy place is situated on which limb of Govardhana Hill, and 
thus make my life blessed!" Being most pleased with the 
plaintive words of the king of Mithila, Devarsi Narada said: 
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yatra yasya prasiddhih syat tadangam paraman viduh; 
kramato ndstyangacayo govardhanasya maithila 
yatha sarva-gatam brahma sarvangani ca tasya vai; 
vibhiter bhavatah sasvat tatha vaksyami manada 
srigara mandalasyadho mukham govardhanasya ca; 
yatrannakitam krtavan bhagavan vrajavasibhih 
netre vai manast gangd ndsa candra sarovarah; 
govinda-kundam hyadharau cibukam krsna kundakam 
radha-kundam tasya jihvd kapolau lalita-sarah; 
gopala-kundam karnau ca karnantah kusumakarah 
mauli-cihna sila tasya lalatam viddhi maithila; 
Siras citrasild tasya grivd vai vadini-sila 
kandukam parsva-desams ca ausnisam katir ucyate; 
drona-tirtham prstha-dese laukikani codare sthitam 
kadamba-khandam urasi jivah srigara mandalam; 
Sri krsna pada-cihnam tu manas tasya mahatmanah 
hasta-cihna tatha buddhir airavata-padam padam; 
surabheh pada-cihnesu paksau tasya mahatmanah 
puccha-kunde tathapucchan vatsa-kunde balan smrtam; 
rudra-kunde tatha krodhah kamah sakra sarovare 
kuvera tirtham codyoge brahma-tirthe prasannata; 
yama-tirthe hyahankaro vadantitthan puravidah 
evam angani sarvatra girirajasya maithila; 
kathitani maya tubhyam sarva-papa harani ca 
giriraja vibhitin ca yah srnoti narottamah; 
sa gacched dhama paramam golokam yogi durlabham 


(Garga Samhita) 


"O King! I will now tell you what holy places represent which 


limbs of Govardhana Hill! There is no serial order or qualitative 
distinction between these places, though. Just as the supreme 
brahman is all-pervading and there is no qualitative distinction 
between its limbs, similarly there is no serial order or qualitative 
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distinction between the limbs of Sri Giriraja, which is Sri 
Krsna’s playground, which directly emanates from His body. 

Anyway, there are holy places situated on each and every 
limb of Govardhana Hill. Of them, the lower part of Srigara- 
mandala, the place where Sri Krsna and the Vrajavasis perform 
the Annakiita-sacrifice, is Govardhana’s mouth. Manasi Ganga 
is Govardhana’s eyes, Candra Sarovara his nose, Govinda 
Kunda his lips and Krsna-kunda his chin. Radhakunda is 
Govardhana’s tongue, Lalita-kunda his cheeks, Gopala-kunda 
his ears and Kusuma Sarovara his earlobes. The rock that bears 
the sign of Sri Krsna’s head is Govardhana’s forehead, Citra-sila 
is Govardhana’s head, Vadani-sila is Govardhana’s neck, 
Kanduka-tirtha is his side and Ausnisa-tirtha is his waist. Drona- 
tirtha is Govardhana’s back, Laukika-tirtha is his belly, 
Kadamba-khanda his chest and  Spigara-mandala _ is 
Govardhana’s life-force. Govardhana’s mind is the place where 
Sri Krsna’s footprints can be seen, Govardhana’s intelligence is 
the place where Sri Krsna’s handprints can be seen and the 
place where Surabhi’s footprints can be seen is Govardhana’s 
wings. Puccha-kunda is Govardhana’s tail, Vatsa-kunda_ his 
strength, Rudra-kunda his anger, Indra-sarovara his lust, 
Kuvera-tirtha his enterprise, Brahma-tirtha his satisfaction and 
Yama-tirtha his ego. 

O King of Mithila! In this way the sages have described each 
of Govardhana’s limbs in connection with all the holy places 
that are there, and they have been described by me to you as 
such. Any fortunate person who hears this description of Sri 
Giriraja will become qualified to live in Goloka, the abode 
which is rarely attained by the yogis!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Sri Krsna always personally 
resides here as Gopala!" This was also described by Sri Narada 
to Bahulasva in the Garga Samhita (3.7.28-32): 
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yena ripena krsnena dhrto govardhano girih; 
tad riipam vidyate tatra nrpa srigara mandale 
abdas catuh sahasrani tathd castau satani ca; 
gatas tatra kaler adau ksetre srigara mandale 
giriraja guha madhyat sarvesam pasyata nrpa; 
svatah siddham ca tad riipan hareh pradurbhavisyati 
Sri nathan deva-damanam tan vadisyanti sajjanah; 
govardhana girau rajan sada lilan karoti yah 
ye karisyanti netrabhyam tasya ruipasya darganam; 
te krtartha bhavisyanti maithilendra kalau janah 
jagannatho ranganatho dvarakanatha eva ca; 
badrinathas catuskone bharatasyapi parvate 
madhye govardhanasyapi natho'yan vartate nrpa; 
pavitre bharate varse pancanathah suresvarah 
sad dharma mandale stambhd arta-trana parayanah; 
tesam tu darsanam krtvd naro narayano bhavet 
caturnam bhuvi nathanam krtva yatra narah sudhih; 
na pasyed deva-damanam na sa yatra-phalam labhet 
Sri-natham deva-damanan pasyed govardhane girau; 
caturnam bhuvi nathanam yatrayah phalam apnuyat 


"O King, the form Krsna showed as He lifted Govardhana 
Hill is still present at Srigara-mandala. 4.800 years after the 
beginning of the Kali-age, Sti Hari will spontaneously appear 
from a cave of Govardhana Hill and reveal His form to everyone 
at Srigara-mandala. (He appeared to Sripada Madhavendra 
Puri in a dream and told him to unearth Him from a cave of Sri 
Giriraja. He was initially installed on top of Govardhana Hill as 
Sri Natha-marti, but now He is opulently served in the town of 
Nathadvara in Rajasthana) O King, the saints will call this form 
of the Lord of the demigods, Who always enjoys pastimes on 
Govardhana Hill, Sri Natha. O King of Mithila, the people in 
Kali-yuga who see this form of the Lord with their eyes will be 
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blessed. In four corners of Bharata (India) the Lord is present 
in four forms — Jagannatha, Ranganatha, Dvarakanatha and 
Badrinatha, and on Govardhana Hill the Lord is also present, 
as Sri-Natha. 

These five Natha-mdirtis are the five pillars that uphold the 

platform of religion and they are dedicated to protecting the 
miserable people. Anyone who sees these five Natha-miirtis 
will attain s@riipya-mukti with Lord Narayana. If someone has 
gone for the darsana of the other four miirtis, like Ranganatha 
and Jagannatha and has not seen the fifth mirti Sri Natha, then 
his darsana of the other four mirtis was a waste." 
(The S1i-Natha marti was present on Govardhana Hill at the 
time of Sriman Mahaprabhu and the Gosvamis Sri Riipa, 
Sanatana and Raghunatha dasa, who were all very eager for his 
darsana. The deity descended (had Himself removed) from the 
Hill on the pretext of being afraid of a Muslim-invasion, so that 
Si Caitanya Mahaprabhu, as well as Ripa, Sanatana and 
Raghunatha diasa Gosvami (who had all vowed not to climb the 
Hill) could still have His blessed darsana. They did not go to 
see Him in Nathadvara. Any fortunate person who merely 
beholds the Srinatha-marti at Govardhana will attain the merit 
of seeing all five of the Natha-mirtis, even without seeing the 
other four." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "With their natural beauty the 
trees, vines, cows, deers and birds of Govardhana Hill who is 
Sri Radha-Krsna’s most lovely pastime-place or the throne of 
Their erotic pastimes, always remind us of Sti Hari. Who is 
there who will not take shelter of this Govardhana Hill?" 


bahu tirthera samasraya giri-govardhana; 
maha-tirtha hoiyachena bhuvana pavana 
gangadi tirtha hoite mahima pradhana; 


~ 299 ~ 


$1-Sit Govardhanasraya Dasakam Stavavali 


sarva-tirtha phala yinho korena pradana 
sri govinda baladeva brahma hara kori; 
apsara sri dana-kunda cari dike gheri 
yara Sobha satata-i koriche varddhana; 
Suka muni yara guna korena kirtana 
sei govardhana kon vrata parayana; 
asraya na koribeka loiyd sarana 


"Which avowed person will not take shelter of Govardhana 
Hill, who is the shelter of many holy waters which have become 
great sacred places that purify the whole world, that excel even 
the glories of the Gaga and other holy waters and that can 
bestow the merit of all the holy waters upon the pilgrim, whose 
beauty is always increased by the surrounding lakes of Sri 
Govinda, Baladeva, Brahma, Hara (Siva) and the Apsaras, as 
well as Sri Dana-Kunda, and whose glories have been sung by 
the great sage Suka Muni?" 


yara catur-dike jyotsnad-moksana, malyahara; 
sumano, gauri, balari-dhvaja kori ara 
gandharvadi manohara nand sarovare; 
nirjhara giri yatha ache sobha kore 
svayam bhagavan sada gopala mirti dhare; 
vihariche yatha nitya nana khela kore 
Srigarera simhasana yahara svariipa; 
vichaye rekheche deho lila anuritpa 
go mrga paksi yoto urksa lata gane; 
sdjaye rekheche yitho koriya udyane 
ati manohara sei giri govardhana; 
yathaya vihare krsna saha sakhagana 
lila-sthali govardhane kon bhagyavane; 
asraya nahiko kore lila darasane 


~ 300 ~ 


$17-Sit Govardhanasraya Dasakam Stavavali 


"Which fortunate soul will not take shelter of the very 
enchanting pastime-place Giri-Govardhana, who is surrounded 
by different enchanting lakes like Jyotsna, Moksana, Malyahara, 
Sumano, Gauri, Balari-dhvaja and Gandharva, the place where 
there is beautiful Nirjhara-Giri, where the Supreme Lord is 
always assuming the form of Gopala and eternally plays 
different pastimes. Giri-Govardhana whose form is the throne 
for the erotic mellows, spreading out its body according to the 
pastimes that take place there. The place that keeps cows, deer, 
birds, trees and vines in its gardens to decorate them and where 
Krsna enjoys with His cowherd boyfriends?" 


VERSE 5: 


ganga-koty-adhikam bakari-pada-jaristari-kundam vahan 
bhaktya yah sirasa natena satatam preyan sivad apy abhit 
radha-kunda-manim tathaiva murajit-praudha-prasadam dadhat 
preyah-stavyamano ‘bhavat ka iha tam govardhanam nasrayet 


ganga - Ganges: koti - millions; adhikam - greater; bakari - Krsna; 
padaja - coming from the feet; aristari kunda - Syamakunda; vahan - 
carrying; bhaktyd - with devotion; yah - who; sirasd - on the head; 
natena - humbly; satatam - constantly; preydn - dearer; sivdd - than 
Siva; api - even; abhiit - became; radhakunda - Radhakunda; manini 
- jewel; tatha - then; eva - certainly; murajit - Krsna; praudha - great; 
prasadam - mercy; dadhat - manifested; preyah - dear; stavyatama - 
most praiseworthy; abhavat - became; ka - who; iha - here ; tam - to 
Him; govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; arayet - will take 
shelter.. 
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Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, who is 
most praiseworthy for the devotees, who is the object of 
Murajit’s (Krsna’s) great mercy and who has become 
even more dear than Lord Siva, because He always 
carries Aristakunda (Syamakunda), whose waters flow 
from Bakari’s (Krsna’s) feet and are superior to millions 
of Ganga-rivers, and who carries the jewel named 
Radhakunda on his head, which is lowered out of 
devotion? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
Dasa Gosvamicarana reveals the glories of Haridasa-varya 
Giriraja Sri Govardhana as being even greater than Lord Siva, 
who is the crown jewel of Vaisnavas "vaisnavdnadm yatha 
"6 by being dear to Sri Krsna, by being the recipient 
of Sri Krsna’s mercy and by being dear to the devotees. 

Sriman Mahadeva (Lord Siva) has become ‘Siva’ (blissful, or 
auspicious) by carrying the Ganga which springs from Lord 


sambhuh 


Visnu’s lotus feet on His head. 
yac chauca nihsrta sarit pravarodakena tirthena mtirdhny- 
adhikrtena sivah sivo’bhit (Bhagavata 3.28.22): 

"Siva has become siva (auspicious or blessed) by carrying the 
water of the sacred Ganga, the greatest of rivers, which 
emanates from His (Lord Visnu’s) lotus feet, on his head." 

Here Sri Siva has become siva because he became immersed 
in the bliss of devotion due to holding the Ganga, which streams 
from the lotus feet of the Lord on his head and thus became 
the bestower of devotion to the world. 

According to Bhagavata-commentator Sridhara Svami the 
word ‘Siva’ means ‘topmost bliss’ and this automatically means 


'® Bhagavata 12.13.16 
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the attainment of the bliss of devotion for there is no greater 
bliss in the world than the bliss of devotion. 

From this it is understood that Sri Ganga awakens this devotion 
to the Lord. 

Sripada Raghunatha dasa says: "The water of Aristakunda or 

Syamakunda, which flows from Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, is millions 
of times holier than the water of the Ganga". 
Connection with Sri Govinda’s lotus feet makes a holy place an 
even more holy place. Srila Narottama dasa Thakura sings: 
tirtha-yatra parisrama, kevala monera bhrama, sarva siddhi 
govinda carana: 

"The hard labor of pilgrimage is simply a mental illusion. All 

perfection lies at Govinda’s lotus feet." 
Who can describe the glories of this Syamakunda which was 
created by a strike of Govinda’s heel and that was filled with all 
the holy waters of the universe on Govinda’s order and by His 
wish? Is it so astonishing that this Aristakunda or Syamakunda 
is adorned with great glories that exceed the Ganga millions of 
times? Besides, there is also Radhakunda, the crown jewel of 
Vraja, which Krsna considers to be even more glorious than His 
own kunda Syamakunda. This kunda is as dear to Krsna as 
Radharani Herself and anyone who bathes here just once 
receives the love that She feels for Him. 


sei kunde eka bare yei kore snana; 
tare radha sama prema krsna kore dana (C.C.). 


“Can there be any doubt that Govardhana, who carries both 
Radhakunda and Syamakunda, is a much greater relisher of 
the mellows of devotion and bestower of prema than Lord 
Siva, the carrier of the Ganga?” 
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Srila Giriraja’s carrying Radhakunda and Syamakunda on his 
head particularly excels Lord Siva’s carrying the Ganga on His 
head in many ways. 

First of all, the Ganga that Sriman Mahadeva carries on his 
head flows from Lord Visnu’s lotus feet, but Syamakunda flows 
like honey from the lotus feet of Krsna, the origin (amst) of 
Lord Visnu. Sri Radhakunda is even more glorious than 
Syamakunda. Secondly, Lord Siva carries only the Ganga on 
His head, while Syamakunda contains the sum total of all the 
holy waters in the universe, and these rivers had been called 
there by the Lord Himself. All these holy waters then came to 
reside in Sri Radhakunda with even more enthusiasm and 
devotion, and thus considered themselves completely blessed. 

Thirdly, Sriman Mahadeva did not devotedly carry 
voluntarily the Ganga, which is Visnu’s foot water, on his head. 
King Bhagiratha performed penances to please the Ganga and 
to get her to descend from Brahmaloka to redeem his ancestors. 
Then he pleased Lord Siva to convince him to carry the Ganga 
on his head, so that he would bear the force of the cascading 
water. But Sri Giriraja Govardhana carries the most glorious 
Radhakunda and Syamakunda on his head with the greatest 
devotion (bhaktya yah sirasa natena). No one had to request 
him to do it! 

Fourthly, Lord Siva does all kinds of things and goes around 
everywhere with the Ganga on His head, whereas Govardhana 
stands still, forever carrying these two glorious kundas on his 
lowered head (sirasd natena). 

Symbolizing a prostrated obeisance, Sri Giriraja most 
devotedly carries the two holy kundas on his lowered head, and 
thus became an even greater receptacle of Sri Krsna’s topmost 
love and mercy than Gangadhara (Siva). Hence Srila Giriraja 
Govardhana is named hari-ddsa-varya, the best of Lord Hari’s 
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servants, for he became the object of the Lord’s love and the 
Lord’s grace. Thus he became the most worshipable object of 
devotion for innumerable devotees. Why? Because devotion for 
such great devotees is even greater than devotion for the Lord’s 
own lotus feet and it causes such a (devotee-) worshipper to 
become an even greater object of the Lord’s grace. 
Knowing this, the devotees cherish even greater devotion to 
and faith in Giriraja. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Which person would not accept 
the shelter of Giriraja Govardhana?" 


krsna padapadma jata syamakunda nama; 
koti gangadhika yara mahimara gana 
divya cintamani-ripa sri radhakunda; 
dui kundera guna gaya akhila brahmanda 
mahatirtha dui kunda avanata mathe; 
vahana korena yini seva-vrata bhave 
mahdadeva hoite tara mahimd apara; 
krsna anugraha patra vandita sabara 
haridasa varya sei Srila govardhane 
kevd na bhajana kore loiya sarane? 


"Who will not take shelter of Srila Govardhana, the best of 
Hari’s servants, who is the object of Krsna’s mercy and 
praiseworthy by all of His devotees, and worship him, who 
devotedly carries Syamakunda, which has flown from Krsna’s 
lotus feet, and Sri Radhakunda, which is made of divine 
Cintamani-gems, two ponds that are glorified by the whole 
world, on his lowered head, thus becoming even more glorious 
than Mahadeva?" 
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VERSE 6: 


yasyam madhava-naviko rasavatim adhaya radham tarau 
madhye carcala-keli-pata-valanat trasaih stuvatydas tatah 
svabhistham panam ddadhe vahati sé yasmin mano-jahnavi 
kas tam tan nava-dam-pati-pratibhuvam govardhanam ndasrayet 


yasyam - where; madhava - Krsna; navikah - boatman; rasavatim - 
Radha, who has rasa; ddhaya - takes; radham - Radha; tarau - on the 
boat; madhye - in the middle; caficala - naughty; keli - play; pata - 
waves; balandt - from the force; trasaih - with fear; stuvatya - prays; 
tatah - then; sva - own; abhistam - desired; panam - wager; addadhe - 
takes; vahati - carries; sa - She; yasmin - in which; mano jahnavi - 
Manasa Ganga lake; kah - who; tam - him; tat - that; nava - young; 
dampati - love couple; pratibhuvam - mediator; govardhanam - 
Govardhana; na - not; a@rayet - will take shelter. 


Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, who 
became the mediator for the youthful loving Couple 
Radha-Krsna, when Madhava became the boatman who 
took Rasavati Radha on His boat to the middle of the 
Manasa Ganga-lake where She fearfully prayed to Him 
to calm the strong restless waves and He took His desired 
fee from Her? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: While Srimat Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvamipada glorifies Si Giriraja, suddenly a very intimate 
pastime of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava on the greatest limb and 
most confidential pastime-place of Govardhana known as 
Manasa Ganga becomes manifest in his consciousness. 

In this verse he elaborates on this. 
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"Sri Krsna has left the duty of cow-herding to His cowherd 
boyfriends and is staying alone on the bank of the Manasa 
Ganga-lake!" 

When Srimati hears this news from a sarika (female parrot) 
She goes there with Her girlfriends, setting out from Sri 
Radhakunda to Govardhana, carrying milk, buttermilk, and 
butter in pots on Her head. In his mafjari-svariipa (spiritual 
body named Tulasi Majfijar7) Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami 
follows Svamini (his mistress) Radhika as if she is Her shadow. 
Her heart horripilating of ecstatic love, Srimati thus walks on, 
thereby blissfully speaking about Krsna with Her girlfriends. 
Different flowers of ecstatic love blossom on the vine of Her 
body when She hears the joking words of Her girlfriends, 
headed by Lalita and Visakha, and Her gait is slow out of ecstasy 
because She’s going to see Syama. How wonderful is the beauty 
of Giriraja! Its valleys are covered with thick, luscious grass and 
blooming trees and vines, the bumblebees are blinded by 
intoxication from the fragrance of the flowers and are buzzing 
around the branches of the trees which bear ripe and juicy 
fruits and the forest is filled with the sweet chirping of different 
birds and hares while deer and other animals are freely 
wandering around. Giriraja is beautified by beautiful cascades 
and caves and all the moving and non-moving beings around 
Giriraja tremble of ecstasy when they see Sri Radhika and Her 
girlfriends. 

Meanwhile Syama hears from a suka (male parrot) that 
Srimati and Her girlfriends are coming His way. It is the rainy 
season and the Manasa Ganga is filled to the brim. Madhava 
dresses up like a boatman and takes an old boat to the middle 
of the lake, singing songs He likes and diffusing a blue light over 
the chest of the Jahnavi (Manasa Ganga). 


Beige 


$i7-Sit Govardhanasraya Dasakam Stavavali 


Slowly, slowly Srimati and Her girlfriends arrive at the shore 
of the lake. When Srimati sees the youthful boatman the ocean 
of Her love for Him wells up and Her lotus feet become 
motionless. The sakhis take their baskets off their heads and 
call out: “Boatman! Boatman!”, but Krsna pretends not to hear 
and see them. Looking the other way He keeps on singing as 
He pleases. Then slowly He steers His boat to the shore. 

It is an old boat. Srila Jiiana dasa sings: 


manasa suradhuni dukiila pathara; 
kaichane sahacart hoyabo para 
praort samaye garaje ghana ghora; 
kharatara pavana bohoi tahi jora 
diirahi neharata nagara syama; 
tarani lei milalo soi tham 
hasi hasi kohoye navika vara kana; 
codho sabe para utarabo ham 
Suni suvadani dhant harasita bheli, 
codholo tarani para sahacari meli 
nautuna navika kachu nahi jano; 
vegete tarani lei korolo payana 
tutt tarant heri bhelo tarasa; 
sincaye pani kore jiiana dasa 


"The Manasa-Ganga is a vast expanse of water. How will the 
sakhis cross it? In the monsoon time the clouds rumble terribly 
and a heavy gale is blowing. Nagara Syama (the amorous hero 
Krsna) saw them from a distance and brought His boat to the 
shore. The best of boatmen, Kana (Krsna), laughed and said: 
‘Climb in My boat! I will bring You across!’ 

When Suvadani (fair faced Radhika) heard this, She smiled and 
climbed in the boat with Her girlfriends. The new boatman 
didn’t know anything (about sailing), but still He quickly set off 


~ 308 ~ 


$1-Sit Govardhanasraya Dasakam Stavavali 


with His boat. Seeing that the boat is leaking, Jina dasa 
became afraid and started scooping out the water!" 

Srimati Radhika is named rasavati here, because She carries 
the highest spiritual flavour, md@dana rasa, in Her heart and 
because She carried go-rasa, or milk in a pot on Her head. 
When the boat comes to the middle of the lake, clouds appear 
in the sky and a strong wind begins to blow. The old boat begins 
to rock strongly and is about to sink. 

The hearts of Srimati and Her girlfriends begin to pound in 
their chests. Afraid of drowning Srimati calls out, "Help! Help! 
Boatman!" so many times, but the boatman doesn’t care about 
it. The naughty boatman simply collects His desired fee of 
ferrying by kissing and embracing Sri Radhika as if that would 
protect Her. Srila Jitaina dasa also sings: 


manasa gangara jala,_ ghana kore kala kala, 
du‘kila bohiya yai dheu 

gagane uthilo megha, — pavane badhilo vega, 
tarant rakhite nare keu 


"The water of Manasa-Ganga dashes loudly and her billows 
are hitting both shores. Clouds arise in the sky and the wind 
begins to increase its force. No one can protect the boat." 


dekho sakhi! navina kandari syama raya 
kokhono na jane kan, — bahibara sandhan, 
janiya codilum kene nay 


"O sakhi, look! The young helmsman Syama Raya doesn’t 


know anything about sailing! He’s never done it before! Why 
did I climb into this boat, although I know all this?" 
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naiyara nahiko bhay, hasiya katha-ti koy, 
kutila nayane cahe more 
bhayete kanpiche de, _ e jvala sahibe ke, 
kandari dhariyd kore kore 


"He’s not afraid of sailing at all! He’s just smirking and 
talking, looking at Me with crooked eyes! I’m trembling with 
fear. Who can tolerate such suffering? This boatman is holding 
His hand on my lap!" 


akaje divasa gelo,  nauka para nahi hoilo, 
parana hoilo paramada 
jnana dasa kohe sakhi, thira hoiya thako dekhi 
ekhon na bhaviho visada 


"The day has passed and no work has been done! The boat 
never crossed the lake! My heart has gone mad! Jiiana dasa says: 
‘Sakhi! Stay calm, and don’t be sad!" 

The sakhis are enchanted when they behold the sweetness 
of the Yugala-lild@ and the boats of their hearts sink in the waves 
of the ocean of the Yugala prema rasa. When Srimati calls out, 
"Helmsman! Helmsman! “, the rasika ndvika Krsna replies with 
faltering voice: 


Suno vinodini dhani, — amara kandari tumi, 
tomara kandari koho kare 
tuya anurage prema, — samudre dubechi ami 
amare tuliya koro pare 


"Listen, O Vinodini-dhani (delightful girl)! You are My 
helmswoman! Tell Me Who’s Your helmsman? I am drowning 
in the ocean of Your passionate love! Pick Me up and make Me 
cross that ocean!" 
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yogi bhogi napitani, —_ tomara lagiya dani, 
ojha hoilam tomara karane 
tuya anurage more, loiya phire ghare ghare 
tuyd lagi koriluri dokane 


"For Your sake (desiring to meet You) I became a yogi, a 
bhogi, a barber, a tax-collector and an exorcist! Out of love for 
You I ran a shop!" 


rakhdla loiya vane, sada phiri dhenu sane, 
tuyd lagi vane vanacari 
tomara piriti paiyd, — e bhanga tarani loiya, 
tuyd lagi hoinu kandart 


"I take My cowherd boys into the forest and I always ramble 
there with My cows. For Your sake I became a forest-dweller! 
I came with this broken boat just to get Your love! For You I 
became a boatman!" 


na bolo kubola dhani, — ramanira siromani, 
tuya preme ki na kori ami 
dasa jagannathe koy, na theliho raga pay, 
jati jtvana dhana tumi 


"Don’t speak harsh words to Me, O crown jewel of lady-loves! 
Don’t (You know that) I love You?" 

Jagannatha dasa says: "Don’t kick me away! You are my caste, 
my life, and my wealth!" 

Then slowly the boat reached the shore and the Yugala 
Kisora entered a kwitja where They had Their sweet pastimes- 
of-meeting, which were witnessed through the holes in the 
foliage by the sakhis who had made all arrangements for Their 
meeting there. 
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In this way everyone (the Yugala as well as Their girlfriends 
and maidservants) had all Their desires fulfilled. Srimati and 
Her girlfriends fed Syama all the ghz, milk, and yoghurt that 
they carried with them and then returned home, pouring their 
bodies in the stream of the bliss of meeting and the agony of 
separation. 


tvaraya tarani loiyd tire aila syama; 
saphala korila vidhi piirilo manakama 
navani makhana chena ye chilo pasare; 
sakala dilena syama nagarera kore 
anjali anjali kori korila bhojana; 
sabe meli colilena apana bhavana 
aila mandire rai sakhigana sange; 
harise bosila dhani premera tarange 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Syama quickly took the boat to the shore and fate satisfied 
Him by fulfilling His desires. Whatever butter and buttermilk 
the gopis carried in their baskets they all handed it to Syama 
Nagara, Who ate it with both hands. Then they all returned to 
their own homes. When fortunate Rai returned home with Her 
sakhis She sat down, floating on the waves of prema. 

Sripada Raghunatha’s vision ends, and in external 
consciousness he says: 

"Who will not take shelter of this Govardhana Hill, who is a 
mediator in the meeting of the eager amorous Couple, and 
where the beautiful lake Manasa Ganga is, where They play 
such intimate sports? He can bless the sincere devotees with 
the vision of all these confidential pastimes, which are taking 
place on his own chest!" That is the purport. 
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ye sthdnete srt govinda navika ripete; 
rasavati radhikaya cadaye naukate 
tarangita madhya-sthale naukaya dolane; 
bhayete vihvala radha hrdaya kampane 
stuti kore rasavati §rt krsna-carane; 
pana loya navika cumbana dlingane 
sei to manasa ganga bhuvana pavana; 
virajita ye sthanete sei govardhana 
vraja nava dampatira madhyastha svariipa; 
akhila brahmanda majhe dhanya rasakiipa 
sei govardhana bhai ei tribhuvane; 
keva na asraya kore ekanta sarane 


"O brother! Who in the three worlds will not take exclusive 
shelter of Govardhana, the blessed well of rasa for the whole 
world, who serves as a mediator for the youthful loving couple 
of Vraja, where there is the world-purifying Manasa Ganga-lake 
where Sri Govinda assumed the form of a boatman and got 
Rasavati Sri Radhika to board His boat, where the waves in the 
middle of the lake caused the boat to rock and made Rasavati 
pray for protection at Sri Krsna’s feet, Her heart trembling with 
fear, and where the boatman Krsna collected His fee in the 
form of Her kisses and embraces?" 


VERSE 7: 


rase $ri-Sata-vandya-sundara-sakhi vrndaicita saurabha- 
bhrajat-krsna-rasdla-bahu-vilasat-kanthi madhau madhavi 
radha nrtyati yatra caru valate rasa-sthali sa para 
yasmin kah sukrti tam unnatam aye govardhanam ndsrayet 
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rase - in the Rasa-dance; sri - goddess of fortune; sata - hundreds; 
vandya - worshipable; sundara - beautiful; sakhi - girlfriends; urnda - 
group; aficita - accompanied; saurabha - fragrance; bhrajat_ - 
glistening; krsna - Krsna; rasala - nectarean; bahu - arm; vilasat - 
splendid; kanthi - neck; madhau - in the springtime; ma@dhavi - dear 
to Krsna; radha@ - Radha; nrtyati - dances; yatra - where; caru - 
beautiful; balate - moves; rasa-sthali - the place of the Rasa-dance; sa 
- She; para - supreme; yasmin - in which; kah - who; sukrti - pious; 
tam - him; unnatam - elevated; aye - O!; govardhanam - Govardhana; 
na - not; asrayet - will take shelter. 


O! Which pious soul will not take shelter of this 
elevated Govardhana Hill, where Madhavi (Sri Radhika) 
beautifully dances on the grounds of the Rasa-dance in 
the springtime, being embraced around the neck by 
Krsna’s nectarean fragrant arm, and being surrounded 
by Her girlfriends, whose beauty is praised by hundreds 
of goddesses of fortune? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Srila Raghunatha 
Dasa Gosvami describes another one of Giriraja Govardhana’s 
glories. There are special places in Vrajabhtiimi where Krsna 
plays His different pastimes, but the crown jewel of all of His 
pastimes is Sri-Sri Rasa-lila. 

Rasa means: the full manifestation of the aggregate of all 
transcendental flavours. All the different lovely pastimes of the 
Lord which are separately included in His various other 
pastimes have been jointly included in the Sri Rasa-lila. 
Starting from pirva-raga (falling in love) and abhisdra (love 
journey), and culminating into utkanthitd (eagerly waiting for 
the beloved to come), mdna (pique when the lover does not 
show up), viraha (separation from the beloved) and milana 
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(reunion), all these different delicious pastimes have been 
included in this one single vessel of rasa. 

This delight of the Rasa-lila, the aggregate of transcendental 
loving pastimes, is only possible in lila~purusottama, the 
Playful, Original Personality of Godhead Sri Yasoda-nandana. 
He is highly able and He is the king of relishers Who is always 
eager to relish the pure love of His devotees, which is 
unadulterated with feelings of awe and reverence. 

He is erotic mellows personified and He is most merciful. 
Without Him, the transcendental king of dancers, and Sri 
Radhika, Who is also known as RaseSvari, the Queen of the 
Rasa-dance, Who is endowed with mddanakhya-mahabhava, 
the delight of the Rasa-lila is impossible to accomplish. 

The bank of the Yamuna in Sri Vindavana is the lovely place 
where this Rasa-lila takes place. That is why Sri Vindavana is so 
glorious. But Giriraja Govardhana is also not deprived of this 
great fortune. At the base of Govardhana Hill S1i-Sri Radha- 
Madhava dance the Vasanta-Rasa, the vernal Rasa-lild. 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha dasa gets a transcendental vision 
of S1i-Sit Radha-Madhava dancing the Rasa with Their 
girlfriends near Govardhana Hill. 

How beautiful is Giriraja with its treasure of natural beauty 
when the spring, the king of seasons (rtu-rdja vasanta), arrives 
there! The tender clove-vines softly swing in the southern 
breezes, bees are buzzing in each and every kuiijja, and the 
cuckoos sing in the fifth note. The wind is like a dancing teacher 
that teaches the tender twigs of the vines, which are like young 
dancing girls, how to dance in the sweet spring days. The nice 
fragrance of the Tamala-flowers covers that of the fresh musk 
there and in each forest the red Palaga-flowers resemble the 
sharp nail-weapons of Cupid. The Kesara-flowers are blooming 
like handles for Cupid’s golden umbrellas and the blooming 
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roses, which are surrounded by swarms of thirsty bees, are like 
Cupid’s flower bow that carries many arrows. 

When beholding the blossoming Ketaki-flowers it seems as 
if Vasanti (the goddess of spring) is laughing, displaying her row 
of teeth. The forest-smells of Madhavi- and Jasmine-flowers, 
the budding mango-tree horripilates of bliss when it is 
embraced by the Madhavi-vine, and the singing of the cuckoos 
which sit on the many branches of the mango trees, sounds like 
the playing of Cupid’s drum of victory. Again and again swarms 
of bees which are intoxicated by the smell of the honey agitate 
the mango buds. The soft breeze carries the pollen from the 
hearts of the Malli-flowers and fills all directions with their 
fragrance. 

In the evening the eastern direction is reddened by the rising 
full moon (in the month of April), just as a man who returns 
from a journey colours the face of his beloved, who had been 
suffering separation from him, with fresh kurikuma. 

In this beautiful vernal surrounding Syamasundara, the king of 
dancers, enjoys the Rasa-dance with Si Radhika and Her 


girlfriends. 


sarasa vasanta, samaya vana sohana, 
mohana mohini saga 
aparipa rasa, vilasahi nimagana 
duhun duhur aigahi anga 


"The forest is beautified by the romantic spring. Mohana and 
Mohini (enchanting Radha and Krsna) are absorbed in enjoying 
Their wonderful Rasa-play, holding Each other in a tight 
embrace." 
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dekho sakhi! rasa vilasa 
koto koto yantra tantra sawarata 
kotohui raga parakasa 


"Look at the Rasa-pastime, O sakhi! How many musical 
instruments are played and how many tunes they can manifest!" 


ytitha hi yatha mili saba kamini 
yamini vilasa-i bhalo 

ndacata rangini, prema tarangini 
gdaota madana gopdla 


"All the girls meet in groups to have a good time at night. 
These playful girls, who are like rivers of love, dance while 
Madana Gopila sings." 


bdaoye upanga, dampha svara mandala, 
kankana kinkini rola 

bahu vidha tala, mana dharu karatale, 
ananta anandc hillola 


"Drums are beating and various voices are singing the entire 
gamut, while bangles and anklets jingle. The gopis clap 
different rhythms in their hands and make endless waves of 
bliss." 

Sri Raghunatha says: "All of Radhika’s girlfriends who take 
part in the vernal Rasa-dance, are praiseworthy for hundreds of 
goddesses of fortune. They are all endowed with mahda-bhava, 
which is something that no other kind of divine consort has. 

It is this mahda-bhava which is the direct cause of the 
transcendental Rasa-flavour. There is no Rasa-lil@ anywhere 
else but in Vraja. 
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In Srimad Bhagavata (10.47.60) Uddhava Mahasaya already 
announced the gopis’ glorious victory over the goddess of 
fortune in the Rasa lila: 


nayam sriyo’nga u nitanta rateh prasadah 
svar yositam nalina gandha rucam kuto’nyah 

rasotsave’sya bhuja-danda grhita kantha 

labdhasisam ya udagad vraja-sundarinam 


"Not even the loving goddess of fortune, who always resides 
on Sri Krsna’s left chest (nor the other consorts of the Lord like 
Bhi and Lila from Vaikuntha), nor the heavenly damsels, 
whose bodies smell of lotus flowers, what to speak of any 
ordinary girl from the earth, attained the blessing the beautiful 
girls of Vraja received to be embraced around the neck by the 
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana (Sri 
Krsna)’s arms in the Rasa-festival and thus have their desires 
fulfilled." 

In this way the gopis, headed by their crown jewel, 
mahabhava-svaripini Sri Radhika, are embraced around the 
neck by the fragrant and erotically exciting arms of Sri Krsna at 
the second Rasa-ground at the base of Govardhana Hill, during 
the very blissful Rasa-dance. 

Which fortunate soul is there who will take shelter of that 
great Giriraja Govardhana? In other words, the highly fortunate 
sddhakas take exclusive shelter of the base of this Giriraja to 
attain the realisation of pastimes such as the delicious Rasa-lila. 


yandera vandana kore laksmi sata sata; 
ramaniya sakhigane hoye parivrta 

Sri krsnera rasamaya saurabha piirita; 
dirghargala sama yei bahu subalita 
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sei bahu yugalete abaddha hoiya; 
madhavera priya radha kantha milaiya 
madhu mase nrtya kore navina dampati; 
dvitiya se rasa-sthali govardhane khyati 
atula mahimamaya srila govardhana 
keba na asraya kore ohe bhaktagana 


"O assembled devotees! Who will not take shelter of the 
incomparably glorious Srila Govardhana, where the second 
Rasa-place is, where the youthful Couple dances in the month 
of Madhu (March-April) and where Madhava embraces His 
beloved Radha around the neck with His two tasteful, fragrant, 
long and strong bolt-like arms, as She is surrounded by Her 
lovely girlfriends, who are all praised by hundreds and 
hundreds of goddesses of fortune?" 


VERSE 8: 


yatra sviya-ganasya vikrama-bhrta vaca muhuh phullatoh 
smera-krira-drg-anta-vibhrama-saraih sasvan mitho viddhayoh 

tad yiinor nava-dana-srstija-kalir bhangya hasan jrmbhate 

kas tam tat-prthu-keli-sticana-silam govardhanam nasrayet 


yatra - where; sviya - own; ganasya - of the group; vikrama - 
heroism; bhrta - holding; vaca - words; muhuh - repeatedly; phullatoh 
- blossoming; smera - smile; kritra - sharp; drg - eyes; anta - corners; 
vibhrama - moving; saraih - with shafts; sasvad - constantly; mithah - 
each other; viddhayoh - piercing; tad - that; yiinah - loving Couple; 
nava - new; dana - tax; srsti-ja - caused by the creation; kalih - quarrel; 
bhangya - with gestures; hasan - laughing; jrmbhate - expanding; kah 
- who; tam - him; tat - that; prthu - great; keli - play; siicana - 
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indicating; silam - rocks; govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; 
asrayet - will take shelter. 


Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, where 
Radha’s and Krsna’s groups, the gopis and the gopas, 
constantly and blissfully make the hearts of the youthful 
Couple blossom of joy by quarrelling with each other 
(about whether Radha or Krsna is supreme) with heroic 
words; where Radha and Krsna expand Their ever-fresh 
Dana-Keli-quarrel, piercing Each other with the arrows 
of Their playful glances, smiling and joking with Each 
other and whose boulders indicate this great Dana- 
pastime? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now the Dana-lild, one of the 
humorous rasika pastimes of S1i-S1t Radha-Madhava which 
takes place on $11 Govardhana, arises in Sripada Raghunatha’s 
consciousness and he describes this pastime in the course of his 
glorification of Sti Govardhana. 

The Divine Pair can relish a wonderful sweet erotic mellow 
when They proudly quarrel about tax to be levied at the Dana- 
Ghati, supported by Their own groups. 

The Dana-lid truly is full of wonderful relish! It is said that 
when Srimat Ripa Gosvami saw the condition of Sripada 
Raghunatha, who was suffering the pangs of love-in-separation, 
he gave him his Lalita- Madhava-Nataka to read, a play which is 
filled with the transcendental flavours of love-in-separation. He 
was thinking that this was going to soothe his burning affliction 
caused by the fire of separation that was raging within him. 
When Raghunatha read this story, which is full of the great 
flavours of love-in-separation, he became almost mad such an 
extent that it was hard for him to remain alive. 
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Sri Ripa Gosvamipada then took back his Lalita Madhava, 
saying that he still had to edit it, and he gave Si Raghunatha 
his “Dana Keli Kaumudr’, a description of the Dana-lila, which 
describes the wonderful meeting of the Divine Pair and which 
is filled with the mellows of laughter and joking, to read instead. 
This caused Sripada Raghunatha’s transcendental feelings to 
change and gave him so much relish that as a rasodgdra 
(transcendental recollection) he composed two poems named 
‘Dana Keli Cintamani’ and ‘Mukta Carita’ which are both filled 
with the flavours of meeting, laughter and joking. 

By the wish of Sri Vasudeva Mahasaya sages _ like 
(Gargamuni’s son-in-law) Sri Bhagurt Muni have commenced 
a sacrifice for the welfare of Sri Krsna-Baladeva near Govinda- 
Kunda, at the base of Govardhana Hill. 

It is announced throughout Vraja that the gopis who bring 
ghi to this sacrifice will certainly have their desires fulfilled. 
Srimati Radharani and Her girlfriends, headed by Lalita, dress 
themselves with the most beautiful garments and ornaments 
and go towards Govinda-Kunda, taking fresh ght along with 
them. With restless eyes Srimati looks here and there: "Where 
is the Lord of My life?" 

Hearing this, Vrajendra-Nandana and His dear most friends 
ascend Sri Giriraja, stand at the place named Syama-Vedi, 
which is close to the Manasa Ganga, and erect an incomparable 
toll station there. Both moving and non moving creatures are 
horripilating when they hear the sweet sound of Krsna’s flute. 


sundari! sunoho ajuka katha 


tapa dire gelo, sab bhalo hoilo 
iha upajilo yatha 
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"O beautiful girl! Listen to what happened today! Everything 
has turned out all right, and My anguish went far away!" 


aruna udoye, brahmana nicaye, 
dilo gokula majha. 

jaratira sthane, kori nivedane 
apana manera kaja 


"When the sun rose the brahmanas came to Gokula and told 
Jatila what they wanted to do." 


govardhana pase, amara harise, 
koribo yajnera kama. 
ye gopa yuvati ghrta dibe tathi, 
istavara pabe dana 


"We will blissfully commence a sacrifice near Govardhana 
Hill and any young gopi who brings us ghi will receive the boon 
she desires." 


jatila suniya, — amare dakiya, 
yatana koriya boilo 
vadhiire sdjaiya, — gavi-ghrta loiyd, 
turite tahai coilo 


"Hearing this, Jatila called Me and carefully said: "Dress up 
my daughter-in-law and quickly go there with Her, taking cow’s 
ghi with you!" 


esab vacane, sab sakhigane, 
raiyera Gnanda hoy 
se heno ndgara, — gunera sagara, 
darasa hoibe moy 
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"When they heard all these words, Rai and Her sakhis were 
in ecstasy: "I will see that Nagara (amorous hero), Who is an 
ocean of qualities!" 


eto mane kori, ati rase bhari, 
angahi suvesa koilo 

ghrtera pasara, _ sdjdiyd satvara, 
sabe meli coli gelo 


"Thinking like this they dressed all their limbs in a very 
tasteful way and quickly left, taking loads of ghi with them." 


e kotha janiya, se ye vinodiyd, 
bandhiya o ctiida cande 
subaladi loiya, adha pathe yaiyd, 
rahalo danitra chande 


"Knowing this, Vinodi (Krsna) put on His peacock-feather 
crown and went halfway to meet them, taking His friends like 
Subala with Him and appearing like a tax-collector." 


venura nisana, koroye saghana, 
bajaya o jaya turt 
e yadunandana, _ kore darasana, 
nivida anande bhari 


"He loudly played His flute and many victory-horns 
resounded. Yadunandana Thakura is in great ecstasy when he 
sees this." 

Srimati and Her sakhis approach the Dana-Ghati, where 
Radha and Krsna see Each other. Great waves of mahabhava 
well in the river like heart of mahabhavamayi Radhika. 
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A jubilant pastime of laughter and joking now arises with the 
sakhis. Subala loudly says: "O cowherd girls! Why are you 
ignoring My toll-station? A-rey! Pay your toll first!" 

The sakhis don’t even raise an eyebrow. These proud girls 
just walk away, making their arms oscillate. Syama Nagara 
attentively watches Srimati’s each footstep. The jingling of Her 
ornaments shower His ears with nectar. The enchanted Nagara 
comes running. This enchanting tax-collector holds a flute in 
His hands, has a smile on His face and casts naughty glances 
from His eyes. The fish-like minds of the sakhis and majijaris 
swim in the cascade of Yugala-mddhurv in great bliss. 

Nagara blocks their way and says: "Pay Me My tax!“, making 
Srimatt’s eyes manifest the kila-kincita-bhava. 


garavahi sundari, cololohi dnata 
ndgara pantha agora 
kahotohi bata, dana deho majhu hata 
ana chale kancult tora 


"The proud beautiful girls walk down the road in a stooping 
way, but are spotted by Nagara, Who tells them: "Place the tax 
in My hand, otherwise I will seek it in your blouse!" 


apariipa prema taranga 
dana keli rasa, kalita mahotsava, 
vara kila kificita ranga 


"How wonderful are the waves of prema! The Dana-keli is a 


great festival made of rasa, which includes the kila-kivicita- 
pastime!" 
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alapa patala bhelo, — athira drganicala 
taha jala kana parakasa 
dhundite bhuru-dhanu, pulake puirala tanu, 
alakhita ananda hasa 


"Her restless eyelids became slightly pinkish and showed 
teardrops. Her eyebrows turned crooked, Her body was 
studded with goose pimples, and She blissfully smiled in an 
unseen way." 


aichana heri, — carita puna taikhone, 
bahudala pada dui cari 
radha madhava, duhut kara-padatale, 
radha mohana bolihari 


"To see this pastime again I turned back two to four steps. 
Radha Mohana dasa praises the hand palms and footsoles of 
Radha-Madhava." 

First a splendid quarrel over taxation goes on between the 
sakhis and Sri Krsna and His pals. Svamini is grave and silent. 
How delicious are the waves of ecstatic love She shows on Her 
face and in Her eyes! The stupefied Nagara goes up to Srimati 
to lay His hands on Her, but Lalita comes up to Him, stops Him 
and says: 


ei mone vane, dani hoiyacho, 
chuite radhara anga 
rakhdla hoiyd, raja kumari sane, 
kisera rabhasa ranga 


"In this mind, in this forest You became the tax collector just 


to touch Radha’s body! You’re quite bold to touch a princess 
(like Her), being a mere cowherder!" 
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emon dacara, nahi koro doro, 
ghandiyd asicho kache 

guru-vara age,  koribo gocara, 
tokhono janibe pache 


"Are You not afraid to come so close to Her? I will tell this to 
our superiors, You will find out about them later (when they 
punish You)!" 


chwio nd chw’io nd, nilaja kandi, 
amara parera nart 
para purusera, — pavana parase, 
sacele sinana kori 


"Don’t touch! Don’t touch, O shameless Kanai, we are other 
men’s wives! When even the wind from another man touches 
us we take a bath with all our clothes on!" 


govinda dasera, vacana mdnaho, 
nd koro emana dhaiiga 
yoi nagar, o rase agari, 
koroho tahara sanga 


"Heed the words of Govinda dasa and don’t act like that! Go 
and unite with any other heroine, who may be an ocean of rasa!" 

Finally Lalita and the sakhis and Subala, Madhumangala and 
the sakhds start quarreling with each other with crooked words 
about whether Radha or Krsna is the monarch of Vrndavana. 
The sakhis use many scriptural references and _ logical 
arguments to prove that Radha is the Queen of Vindavana and 
they accuse Krsna and His friends of destroying the beauty of 
Vrndavana’s grass, trees, and vines and uprooting them by 
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herding Their hundreds of thousands of cows there. The sakhds 
react by erecting a toll station to establish Krsna’s Lordship over 
Vraja. 

Radha and Madhava smile and frown Their eyebrows when 
They see and hear these joking quarrels and pierce Each other’s 
hearts with hundreds of arrow-like glances fired from Their 
bow-like eyebrows. In this way the quarrel escalates. Seeing the 
impudence of Sri Krsna and His friends, one sakhi secretly 
whispers into Srimati’s ear: 


sundari! alakhite hao tirodhana! 
girivara kufija, — kutire ati gopate, 
yai rakhoho nija mana 


"O Sundari! Try to steal away without being seen! Go to this 
secret hut in that grove near Govardhana and thus protect Your 
honour!" 


iha ati capala, carita vara giridhara, 
kiye jani koru viparita 
Suni uho suvacana, — bhitahi janu jana, 
rai korolo soi nita 


"This excellent Giridhari has a very naughty character. Who 
knows what nonsense He may commit?" Hearing this good 
advice, Rai fearfully did what She was advised." 


bujhi puna nagara, — saba guna agara, 
alakhite tahi upanita 

radha mohana puna, — dekhi sunagari, 
anande nimagana cita 
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"Understanding where She had gone, Nagara, the ocean of 
all divine qualities, went there in an unseen way. Looking again, 
Radha Mohana dasa sees Sunagari (Radhika) immersed in 
bliss." 

The sakhis then expertly arranged for the eager Divine Pair 
to have a sweet meeting in a kufija near Girivara Govardhana. 
The sakhis and majijaris became blessed by relishing the 
sweetness of the amorous pastimes of the Divine Pair through 
th 


parasahi gada gada nahi nahi bol; 
tanu tanu pulakita ananda hilol 
ko koru anubhava duhuka vilasa; 
eka mukhe sttakara eka mukhe hasa 
nimilita nayana nayana aru thira; 
mani taralita mani manju manjira 
nagarit deoyala ghana rasa dana; 
radha mohana pahu amiyd sinana 


"When Krsna touches Her, Radhika says, "No! No!", with 
stuttering voice. Radha and Krsna’s bodies are studded with 
goose pimples of ecstasy. 

Who has realized these pastimes of Theirs? One mouth 
(Radhika’s) screams (in protest) and one mouth (Krsna’s) 
laughs. They stare Each other in the eyes without blinking and 
Nagari pays for Her dairy products with Her jewelled locket 
and Her lovely jewelled ankle bells. (Beholding this) Radha 
Mohana dasa bathes in an ocean of nectar." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Who will not take shelter of this 
Giriraja, which is beautified even now by the boulders that are 
marked by the signs of this ever-so-sweet Dana-lila>" 
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madhumangaladi chale kohe vyanga kori; 
avadhana koro ogo lalita sundart 
orndavanera raja krsna vrajendranandana; 
tomara tahara praja yoto gopijana 
Suniya lalita kohe suno ohe batu; 
orndavanera rajiit radha keno koho katu 
tomara sakale radhara ekanta Gsrita; 
vakya kalahete radha-syama hrsta-citta 
kila kincita bhave apaiga calane; 
paraspara bane viddha kalaha vacane 
ye sthanete radha-krsnera nava dana lila; 
sei cihne sucihnita govardhana sila 
hari lila-ksetra ei girivara raja; 
kevd na asraya kore bhakata samaja?P 


"Madhumangala jokingly and sarcastically said: "O Lalita 
Sundari! Take care! The king of Vrndavana is Krsna, the son of 
Vraja’s Nanda Maharaja, and you gopis are all His subjects!" 
Hearing this, Lalita said: 

"Listen, O Batu! Why are you speaking bitter words about 
Radha, the Queen of Vrndavana? You are all exclusively 
surrendered to Radha!" 

This quarrel delighted Radha-Syama’s hearts. They pierced 
Each other with arrow-like glances in the kila-kiricita-mood 
and with quarrelsome words. 

Who in the society of devotees will not take shelter of 
Girivara Raja, Hari’s playground, whose boulders give signs of 
Radha and Krsna’s ever-fresh Dana-lila>?" 
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VERSE 9: 


sridamddi-vayasya-sancaya-vrtah sankarsanenollasan 
yasmin go-caya-cdru-carana-paro ririti gdyaty asau 
range giidha-guhasu ca prathayati smara-kriyam radhaya 
kas tam saubhaga-bhisitaicita-tanum govardhanam nasrayet 


sridama - Sridama: adi - and others; vayasya - friends; saficaya - 
multitude; vrtah - surrounded; sankarsanena - with Balarama; ullasan 
- playing; yasmin - in which; go-caya - herd of cows; caru - beautiful; 
carana - herding; parah - dedicated; ri-riti - like ri ri; gayati - sings; 
asau - He; range - in the arena; giidha - hidden; guhdsu - in the caves; 
ca - and; prathayati - manifests; smara - amorous; kriyari - pastimes; 
radhayd - with Radha; kah - who; tam - that; saubhaga - with fortune; 
bhisita - adorned; ajicita - endowed with; tanum - body; 
govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; asrayet - will take shelter. 


Who will not take shelter of Govardhana Hill, whose form is 
adorned with great fortune, where Krsna blissfully and 
beautifully tends His beautiful cows with His brother 
Balarama and friends like Sridima while singing tunes like ‘ri 
rv and where He plays erotic pastimes with Sri Radha on the 
stage of its lonely caves? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the course of his 
glorifications of Sti Govardhana Hill Sripada Raghunatha 
mentions another day’s pastime there which he perceived in a 
transcendental vision. 

All these pastimes are the very treasure of the rdganugi- 
sddhakas’ meditations. As a result of performing a lot of 
sddhand and attaining the causeless mercy of the pure devotees 
one obtains the great fortune of ra@gdnugd-bhajana. 
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Those whose hearts are pure and who are able to understand 
the truth about transcendental emotions can become blessed 
with the great fortune of attaining loving devotional service in 
raganuga marga. Of all kinds of raganuga-bhakti, bhajana in 
the wake of the gopis is again more confidential. All is 
completely dependent on the mercy of a pure devotee who is 
endowed with such feelings. 

By hearing, chanting and remembering the greatly powerful 
words of the Gosvamis, the stream of their mercy can be 
infused into the heart of the sd@dhaka. The saddhaka will then 
easily be elevated to the kingdom of transcendental ecstatic 
love and be blessed with the deep relish of all these confidential 
pastimes. 

One summer day Srimati Radhika sat at home in Yavata, 
feeling great separation from Her beloved Krsna. Out of 
separation from Syama Her life-airs came up to Her throat and 
She told Her maidservant Tulasi: "Tulasi! You are the only one 
who can help me in this difficult time! Save My life by helping 
Me to meet My Priyatama!" 

The kinkaris are surrendered to the lotus feet of Svamini and 
they are Her only support in all circumstances. The Mahajanas 
say: "Although Radha and Krsna’s pastimes are all pervading in 
their transcendental bliss, they can’t achieve nourishment 
without the aid of the sakhis, just as the supreme brahman can’t 
attain nourishment without the aid of the cit-sakti, although it 
is all pervading and self-manifest." 


vibhur ati sukha-ripah sva-prakaso’pi bhavah 
ksanam api na hi radha-krsnayor yd rte svah 
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pravahati rasa-pustim cid vibhitir ivesah 
Srayati na padamasan kah sakhinam rasajnah 


(Govinda Lilamrta 10.17) 


sakhi vinu ei lila pusti nahi hoy; 
sakhi lila vistariya sakhi asvadoy 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Without the aid of the sakhis such pastimes can’t be 
nourished. The sakhis expand these pastimes and make them 
relishable." 

Among these sakhis the greatest are again the maiijaris, 
which are non-different from Srimati in body and heart. This is 
because Srimati is too shy to reveal many of Her feelings to Her 
girlfriends, but She is not at all shy to reveal them to Her 
maidservants. 

Greatly eager Srimati went out of the house with Tulasi. 
Completely unaware of which direction to take divabhisarika 
(Radhika, who goes out to meet Krsna at noontime) walks on, 
filled with the limit of passion, holding Tulasi by the hand. 
Tulasi, who knows and shares Her feelings, takes Her to Sri 
Giriraja Govardhana. 


matha hi tapana, tapata patha baluka, 
atapa dahana vithara 

nonika putali tanu, carana kamala janu, 

dina-hi koyolo abhisara 
hari hari! premaka gati anivara! 

kanu parasa rase, paravasa rasavati, 

vichurala sakala vicara 
guru-jana nayana, pasa-gana varana, 
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maruta mandala dhili. 
ta sane meli, calali vara-rangini, 
pati geha nitahi bhuli 
yoto yoto vighini, jitali anuragini, 
sadhali manasija mantra. 
govinda dasa kohoi - aba samujhau, 
hari satie rasamaya tantra 


"The sun shines on the head and burns the sand on the road, 
spreading itself in the sky like a burning canopy. Her body is as 
soft as butter and Her feet are as tender as lotus flowers, yet 
She goes on Her daytime rendez-vous. Hari! Hari! The course 
of love can’t be stopped! This amorous girl gives up all 
considerations, desiring to be touched by Krsna! The most 
excellent playful Rai is shielded from the noose-like looks of her 
suspicious elders by a whirlwind that throws up a lot of dust. In 
this way She went, forgetting all about Her home and Her 
husband. O Passionate Rai! You have conquered over all 
obstacles after mastering all of Cupid’s mantras! Govinda Dasa 
says: ‘May Hari now teach You the tantras of rasa!’ ” 

Srimati is as soft as a puppet of butter. The holy dhama 
contracted itself” and brought Her to Govardhana in no time. 
Hearing Syamasundara, Baladeva and Their friends singing the 
ri-ri song and seeing the cows grazing here and there, Tulasi 
guessed _ that Syamasundara must have been on top of 
Govardhana Hill, so she seated Srimati in a hidden grove and 
followed the ri-ri sound to find Syamasundara. 


" According to the necessities during the pastimes of Radha and 
Krsna, the transcendental abode of Vraja contracts itself to so that 
Radha and Krsna can cross long distances, and extends itself to cast 
unwanted spectators far away. 
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Seeing that Syamasundara was accompanied by Baladeva 
and His friends Tulasi cleverly showed herself to Him once 
from a slight distance and then hid herself between the trees. 

Tulasi is Srimati’s shadow, and as soon as Syama saw Her He 
became agitated by feelings of separation from Her. Seeing that 
Krsna’s mind has wandering off Baladeva told Him: 

"O brother, You’ve become tired! Go and take a little rest at 
the base of this tree! I will take care of the cows with Our 
friends!" Saying this, He went off, following the cows with the 
cowherd boys. Then Tulasi came to Syama and accomplished 
the sweet meeting of the Divine Pair in a lonely cave of Giriraja. 


duhun donrha darasane bhave vibhora, 
duhunka nayane bohe dharakata lora 
duhun tanu pulakita gada gada bol, 
gharamahi bhigala duhuika nicola 
apartiipa duhun jana bhava taranga, 
ksane ghana kampana ksane thira anga 
coloite cahi duhun coloi na pari, 
kohe madhava duhun ydo bolihari 


"When They saw Each other They were filled with emotions 
and tears streamed from Their eyes. Their voices faltered, 
Their hairs stood on end and Their garments were soaked by 
perspiration. How wonderful are the waves of Their feelings! 
Sometimes They trembled and sometimes Their bodies 
remained calm. They both wanted to move, but couldn’t. Thus 
Madhava dasa praises the Divine Couple." 

How many hundreds of artistic dances in the form of erotic 
pastimes Sri-S1i_ Radha-Madhava performed on the dancing 
stage-like, solitary caves of Govardhana Hill! 
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The eyes and mind of the fortunate maidservant Tulasi also 
wonderfully danced along on the rhythm of this dance as she 
witnessed this from behind the screens. 

Remembering the divine visions of these pastimes Sripada 
Raghunatha says: "Who else but Giriraja is so fortunate to host 
these rasika-pastimes of Radha and Madhava and Krsna’s 
pastimes of tending the cows? Truly his body is decorated with 
the ornaments of good fortune! Who would not take shelter of 
this Giriraja?" 


sridamadi sakhagana baladeva saige; 
ye sthanete sri govinda gocarana range 
‘rt rt kori madhura svare kore nana gana; 
nitya vihariche yatha govardhana nama 
yara guha grha madhye dekhi ranga sthala; 
kandarpa keli kore navina yugala 
saubhagya-sali sei giri govardhana 
keba na asraya kore ohe bhaktagana 


"O devotees! Who will not take shelter of fortunate Giri 
Govardhana, where Sri Govinda enjoys the pastime of herding 
His cows with Baladeva and His friends, headed by Sridama, 
singing different sweet songs like r7-17, and where the Youthful 
Couple always enjoys erotic pastimes on the stage-like cave- 
abodes?" 
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VERSE 10: 


kalindim tapanodbhavam giri-ganan aty-unnamac-chekharan 
Sri-vurndavipinam janepsita-dharam nandisvaram casrayam 
hitvad yam pratipajayan vraja-krte madnam mukundo dadau 
kas tam srigi-kiritinam giri-nrpam govardhanam ndasrayet 


kalindim - Yamuna; tapana - the sun; udbhavam - born; giri - 
mountain; gandt - groups; ati - very; unnamat - high; sekharan - 
crowns; sri urndd-vipinari - Sri Vrndavana; jana - people; ipsita - 
desire; dharam - fulfilling; nandisvaram - Nandisvara; ca - and; 
asrayam - shelter; hitvd - given up; yam - which; pratipiijayan - 
worshipping; vraja - Vraja; krte - for the sake; manam - honour; 
mukundah - Mukunda; dadau - gave; kah - who; tam - him; sriigi - of 
mountains; kiritinam - the crown; giri - mountains; nrpari - the king; 
govardhanam - Govardhana; na - not; asrayet - will take shelter. 


Who will not take shelter of the king of mountains, 
Govardhana, who was honoured and _ formally 
worshipped by Mukunda as the crown jewel of 
mountains for the sake of protecting the inhabitants of 
wish yielding Sri Vrndavana, making Him neglect the 
(worship of) the Yamuna (river, the daughter of the sun), 
all other high mountains and even His own abode 
Nandiévara ? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: At the end of this stava Sripada 
Raghunatha mentions yet another one of Sri Giriraja’s glories 
to show the absolute necessity of taking shelter of Govardhana 
Hill. 

Although there are many pastime-places in the 168 miles 
circumference of Vraja-mandala which are endowed with great 
glory Sri Giriraja is the greatest because he is so dear to Sti 
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Krsna. This can easily be understood, because of all the hills Sri 
Krsna chose the crown jewel of hills Sri Govardhana to protect 
the Vrajamandala with, stopping the sacrifice to Indra and 
initiating the worship of Giriraja instead. 

Just to establish the worship of Giriraja the Lord expounded 
karma-vdda (the path of action) to Nanda and the cowherds, 
who were accustomed to perform their traditional sacrifice to 
Indra. In this way He cleverly explained to them the necessity 
of worshipping Giriraja. Hearing the nectarean words 
emanating from Sri Krsna’s divine mouth Nanda and the 
cowherds immediately developed faith in the worship of 
Giriraja without argument. 

Being their livelihood, Giriraja was naturally the object of the 
Vrajavasis’ worship and devotion. This subject is described as 
follows in Sri Harivarhéa: 


damodara vacah srutvd hrstas te gosu jtvinah; 
tad vag amrtamasadya pratyticur avisankaya 
tavaisa bala mahati gopanam citta-vardhini; 
prinayatyeva nah sarvan buddhir vrddhi-kari gavam 
tvam gatis tvam ratiscaiva tvam vettd toam pardyanam; 
bhayesvabhayadas tvani nas tam eva suhrdam suhrt 


"Hearing Damodara’s words, the Vrajavasis became very 
happy. It is as if their fear vanished simply by drinking the 
nectar of His words. They told Sri Krsna: "O child of ours! Your 
excellent intelligence is benefitting the cowherd-clan and 
causes an increase in our wealth of cows, and thus it greatly 
increases the love of all of us! You are our only goal, the 
Vrajavasis are lovingly attached to You only. You alone know 
what is good for us and what is not. You grant us fearlessness 
when we are afraid and You are our greatest friend." 
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With great enthusiasm Nanda and the cowherds began to 
worship Giriraja with different paraphernalia. Govardhana, the 
crown jewel of mountains, accepted this worship and the great 
mountains on earth - Sumeru, Himalaya and so - also came 
there to worship Giriraja, taking different offerings with them. 


govardhano ratna-sila-mayo bhit 
suvarna srigaih paritah sphuradbhih 
mattalibhir nirjhara sundaribhih 
daribhir uccanga kariva rajan 
tadaiva sailah kila martimanta 
sopanaya meru himacaladyah 
nemur girim mangala panayas tam 
govardhanam ripa-dharam girindrah 


(Garga Samhita) 


"When sages like Bhaguri and Garga, who were brahmanas 
learned in the Vedas, began to worship Govardhana Hill, 
Govardhana manifested himself with many jewelled boulders 
and golden peaks. Intoxicated bees buzzed around the thick, 
flowering vines and there were beautiful cascades and caves 
there. Then mount Meru, the Himalaya and other great 
mountains came to offer their devoted obeisances unto him, 
bringing him auspicious presents. In this way Govardhana bore 
the form of the king of mountains!" 

Then the Lord played another clever trick to reveal the 
superiority of Giriraja’s power and worship to everyone’s minds 
and eyes. When Nanda and the cowherds devotedly offered 
handfuls of flowers and a huge food-offering to Govardhana, Sri 
Krsna assumed a huge and most astonishingly beautiful form 
on top of the mountain and said: 
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"O cowherds headed by Nanda! Iam Govardhana, and I have 
appeared because I am pleased with your worship and your 
devotional feelings!" 

Saying this, He began to eat the large amount of food, which 
was offered to Him by the Vrajavasis with an amazing expertise. 


krsno’pi saksad vraja sailam adhyat 
dhrtati-dirgham kila canya ripam 
‘Sailo’sm@’ lokan iti bhasayan san 
jaghasa sarvan krtam annakittam 
gopas ca gopi-gana-vrnda-mukhya 
ticuh svayan viksya gireh prabhavam 
datuh varan tatra samudyatam 
tam suvismita harsitamadnasas te 
jnato’si gopair giriraja-devah 
pradarsito nanda sutena saksat 
no godhanam va kila bandhu-vargo 
orddhim samayatu dine dine ke 
tathastu coktvd giriraja-rajo 
govardhano divya vapur dadhanah 
kirita keytira manoharaigah 
ksanena tatrantara dhiyatarat 


(Garga Samhita) 


"When the cowherds headed by Nanda began their worship 
of Govardhana Hill Sri Krsna appeared from the mount, 
assuming a very large form, called the Vrajavasis, announced ‘I 
am Govardhanal’ and began to eat all the offered food. Seeing 
this great power of Govardhana and understanding that he was 
willing to offer them a boon, the Vrajavaisis said in bliss and 
astonishment: “O Giriraja! By Nandanandana’s grace we are 
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now perceiving this divine form of yours! May we have more 
and more cows and friends each day, by your grace!’ “ 

Hearing this prayer of the cowherds, Giriraja, whose divine 
form was beautified by a crown and bangles, said: “Tathdstu (so 
be it)!”, and suddenly disappeared." 

From this we can easily understand that Sri Krsna did not 
display the power and the glory of any other place of Vraja- 
mandala in such a way. After this the Indra-piija was stopped 
and Indra, who had become very upset, began to shower Vraja- 
bhimi with devastating rains, planning to destroy it and causing 
the Lord to protect Vraja by lifting Giriraja. 

Yamuna is called tapanodbhava in the text, which means ‘the 
daughter of the sun’. The clouds are the sun’s order-carriers, 
and in the summertime the sun sucks up the water and gives it 
to the clouds, which shower it back on us in the rainy season. 
So if we worship the sun’s daughter, then Indra’s clouds can’t 
do any harm anymore and the disturbance caused by the hail 
and rain will easily cease. But Krsna did not perform the easily 
fruitful worship of Yamuna, but instead lifted Govardhana Hill 
for seven days and nights to reveal Giriraja’s great glories. 

Again, Nandisvara Hill is the only shelter of the Vrajavasis, 
which fulfills all their desires. Sri Krsna even lives on the 
Nandisvara Hill, so He could have easily stopped the Indra- 
sacrifice in favor of worship of Nandisvara and He could have 
lifted Nandisvara Hill instead to protect the Vrajavasis from 
Indra’s aggression. That would have been quite reasonable, but 
Sri Krsna gave up all these places to promulgate the worship of 
Govardhana Hill and accepted his help in protecting Vraja, thus 
establishing his supreme position. Sripada says: "Which person 
will not take shelter of that king of mountains?" 


~ 340 ~ 


$i-Sit Govardhanasraya Dasakam Stavavali 


kdlindi, girigana, vraja-tirtha-gane; 
nandisvare tyaga kori vrajendranandana 
orndavana raksa lagi giri govardhane; 
arcanaya sammanilo sri nandanandane 
parvatera siromani sei girirdje; 
kevd na asraya kore tribhuvana majhe? 


"Who in the three worlds would not take shelter of Giriraja, 
the crown jewel of mountains, whom Vrajendra-Nandana Hari 
used to protect Vrndavana, forsaking the Yamuna, all other 
mountains of Vraja, all the holy waters of Vraja as well as 
Nandisvara, and who was thus honoured in worship by Sri 
Nandanandana?" 


PRAYER FOR BENEDICTION: 


tasmin vasadam asya ramya-dasakam govardhanasyeha yat 
pradurbhitam idam yadiya-krpaya jirnandha-vaktrad api 

tasyodyad-guna-vrnda-bandhura-khaner jivatu-riipasya tat- 
tosayapi alam bhavatv iha phalam pakvam maya mrgyate 


tasmin - in this; vdsadam - bestowing residence; asya - this; ramya 
- beautiful; dasakam - ten prayers; govardhanasya - of Govardhana; 
iha - here; yat - what; pradurbhiitam - appeared spontaneously; idam 
- this; yadiya - by whose; krpayd - mercy; jirna - old; andha - blind; 
vaktrad - from the mouth; api - even; tasya - his; udyad - appearing; 
guna - virtues; urnda - host; bandhura - beautiful; khaneh - of a mine; 
jivatu - the life; raipasya - of Srila Riipa Gosvami; tat - that; tosayd - 
by satisfaction; api - even; alam - greatly; bhavatu - let it be; iti - thus; 
phalam - fruit; pakkani - ripened; maya - by me; mrgyate - being 
sought. 
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May Srila Ripa Gosvami (or Govardhana Hill), who is 
my very life, who is a mine of beautiful transcendental 
qualities, and by whose mercy these prayers have 
spontaneously come from the mouth of an old and blind 
(of ignorance) man like me, be pleased with this 
Govardhanasraya Dasakam, in which I take shelter of 
Govardhana Hill and which grant residence in his 
vicinity. This is the ripened fruit of my prayers that I 
desire! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Srila Raghunatha dasa declares 
here, at the phala-sruti (the ‘fruit of recitation’ that is 
traditionally added to a Vedic hymn) that his prayers were sva 
prakdsa, or spontaneously manifest: 

"Although I am old and blinded with ignorance, this beautiful 
Govardhanasraya dasakam spontaneously came from my 
mouth." 

Srila Ripa Gosvamipada has written: 


atah sri krsna namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih 
sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuratyadah 


"The Holy Names, forms, qualities and pastimes of Sri Krsna 

(or His pure devotees) can’t by grasped with the material 
senses, but they become automatically manifest on the tongue 
and other senses of a person who has a service-attitude." 
In Srimad Bhagavata there are the examples of king Bharata, 
who chanted the Holy Name of the Lord although he had been 
degraded to take birth as a deer and Gajendra, the king of 
elephants, who offered prayers to Lord Visnu, who then came 
to his rescue. 
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Normally an animal can’t pronounce the Holy Names and 
qualities of Lord Hari, but the Holy Name does not wait for this 
lack of qualification because of its great power of self- 
manifestation. Thus it appeared even on the tongue of King 
Bharata, who was in the body of a deer and of Gajendra, who 
was in the body of an elephant. 

One may ask here: "Sripada! If the Holy Names, qualities and 
pastimes of the Lord (and His great devotees like Govardhana) 
are manifest on the tongues of the dedicated souls, then why do 
you call yourself ‘blind and old’ here?" To this Sri Raghunatha 
dasa, who is a mine full of jewels of humility, replies: 
yadiya krpayd, "It was only possible by Sri Giriraja’s grace.” 

The mercy of the Lord or His devotee removes all lack of 

qualification. Srila Giriraja, who is a mine of jewel-like qualities 
like compassion, does not consider whether I am qualified or 
whether I have any faults or not, and has manifest this beautiful 
prayer even from the mouth of an old and blind person like me. 
Srila Giriraja is the very life-support this fallen soul; without his 
grace a person like me has no shelter. May these ten praises, 
which were manifested solely by his grace, satisfy Giriraja. 
In other words, may Giriraja be most pleased with anyone who 
hears or chants these ten verses and bless him by giving him his 
shelter and love for him - this is the nicely ripened fruit that I 
desire of these ten verses." 

In his cleverness of description Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami also dedicates this verse to his most beloved guru, the 
mine of all good qualities Srimat Ripa Gosvami, who is his 
jivatu, his life and soul, and by whose grace _ this 
‘Govardhanasraya dasakany has emanated even from the mouth 
of an old and blind person like him. 
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Sripada Raghunatha’s incomparable faith in and devotion to 
Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada can be seen in various places. At the 
end of Sri Mukta Carita he has written: 


adadanas trnam dantair idam yace punah punah 
Srimad riipa padambhoja dhiilih syam janma janmani 


"Taking a straw between my teeth, I pray again and again that 
I may be the dust on Srimad Ripa Gosvami's lotus feet, birth 
after birth." At the end of Visakhanandada Stotram he has 
written: 


srimad ripa padambhoja dhiili matraika sevina 
kenacid grathita padyair mala-ghreya tad asrayaih 


"This person, who only serves the dust from Srimad Ripa 
Gosvami's lotus feet, has strung this garland of prayers. May the 
worshippers of Sri Radha-Krsna that follow Sri Ripa, smell this 
garland." He has also written repeatedly that Srimad Ripa 
Gosvami is his jivdtu (life and soul): 


Stinydyate maha-gostham girindro jagarayate 
vyaghra tundayate kundam jivatu rahitasya me 


(Prarthanasraya Caturdasakam - 11) 


"Out of separation from Sri Ripa Gosvami, who is my life 
and soul, the whole meadow of Vraja appears to be completely 
void to me. Govardhana Hill stretches itself out like a python 
and Sri Radhakunda is like a tiger whose gaping mouth wants 
to swallow me." 
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aptirva premabdheh parimala payah phena nivahaih 
sada yo jivatur yam tha krpaya siticad atulam 
idanim durdaivat pratipada vipad dava balito 
niralambah so’yam kam iha tam rte yatu saranam 


(Prarthanasraya Caturdasakam - 10) 


"Srila Ripa Gosvami, who is my life-support, has mercifully 
sprinkled me with the foam of the fragrant water of the 
unprecedented ocean of prema. To whom else but him shall I 
go, now that I am helpless and unfortunate, burning in the 
forest fire of dangers at every step?" And so on... 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "May this Govardhanasraya 
Daégaka satisfy Si Ripa, who is a mine of all jewel like qualities 
- this will be the ripened fruit of this recitation". 


yara krpaya jirnandha mora mukha hoite; 
govardhanasraya dasaka hoiyache pradurbhite 
sei guna khani girira santosa vidhana; 
hauk ihate mora ei to manaskama 
kimvd siksd-guru yini sri ritpa gosvami; 
tara santosa vidhanartha abhdjana ami 
govardhandasraya dasaka divya kalpataru; 
tara kore samarpinu vaticha-kalpataru 
mui dina jara andha ei trijagate; 
mo heno adhame yadi sifice krpamrte 
tabe ei divya dasaka kalpataru dale; 
aciraya mora bhagye prema phala phale 
tahate santusta hobe ri ritpa gosdi; 
iha hoite adhika labha mora kichu nai 


"May Govardhana Hill, the mine of jewel-like qualities by 
whose grace this Govardhanasraya Dasakam has appeared from 
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the mouth of a blind and old person like me, be pleased with 
me, that is my desire". 

Or: "I am unqualified to please my siksd-guru Sri Ripa 
Gosvami, but I have offered him this divine wish yielding tree 
named Govardhanasraya Dasakam. If he showers the most low 
and fallen person in the three worlds, who is also old and blind, 
with the nectar of his grace, then the desired fruits of my 
fortune will swiftly ripen on the branches of this divine wish 
yielding tree of this dasakam. If Sri Ripa Gosvami will be 
pleased with that, there will be nothing more for me to attain." 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvamr’s 
‘“Govardhanasraya Dasakam’. 


Translated 1990-1995 by Advaita dasa 
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Sri-Sri Govardhana Vasa 
Prarthana Dasakam 


"Ten prayers for being able to reside at 
Govardhana Hill" 


By Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami 


VERSE 1 


nija-pati-bhuja-danda-chatra-bhavam prapadya 

pratihata-mada-dhrstoddanda-devendra-garva 
atula-prthula-saila-sreni-bhiipa priyam me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


nija - own; pati - Lord; bhuja - arm; danda - staff; cchatra - 
umbrella; bhavam - as; prapadya - attained; pratihata - to obstruct; 
mada - proud; dhrsta - bold; uddanda - arrogant; deva - demigod; 
indra - King; garva - pride; atula - matchless; prthula - big; saila - 
mountain; sreni - group; bhiipa - king; priyam - dear; me - my; nija - 
own; nikata - vicinity; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; govardhana - 
Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana Hill! You became like an umbrella 
which was held by the staff-like arm of your own Lord, 
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Sri Krsna, to destroy the pride of Indra, the proud, bold 
and arrogant king of demigods. 

You are the incomparable king of mountains and you are 
very dear to me. Please grant me the residence near you 
which is so dear to me ! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this Govardhana Vasa 
Prarthana Dasakam Srimat Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami's heart 
becomes very attracted to the great glories of Sri Giriraja and 
thus he reveals his desire to reside at the base of his greatly 
beloved Govardhana Hill. 

First of all he says: nija pati bhuja danda cchatra bhavam 
prapadya "O Govardhana! You became like an umbrella that is 
carried by the staff-like hand of your own Lord Sri Krsna and 
you were so fortunate as to have remained thus for seven days 
and nights." 

Just as a boy easily takes up an umbrella Sri Krsna suddenly 
picked up Govardhana Hill to protect Vraja. Sri Suka Muni said: 
dadhavra lilaya krsnas chatrakam iva balakah (Bhag. 10.25.19) 
Sri Krsna’s left arm looked as beautiful as a rod, holding the 
umbrella Govardhana, and the people of Vraja, attaining a place 
under this umbrella, exhibited an opulence which is rarely 
attained within the three worlds. Srila Jiva Gosvami has written 
in his Gopala Campith: 


vilasita mani danda srir mukundasya bahus 

tad upari parito’pi cchatra tulya girindrah 

prati disam iha mukta damavad vari-dhara 
vraja sadana jananam pratyutabhid vibhitih 


"Sri Krsna was surrounded by the Vrajavasis in the big hole 
under the Govardhana Hill as He lifted the hill with His left 
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hand. This made His upright left arm resemble a sapphire stick, 
the hill an umbrella and the raindrops that dripped from all of 
its sides strings of pearls. Thus it looked as if the people of Vraja 
had displayed rare opulence by standing under _ this 
extraordinary umbrella", 

Indra was very puffed up because of his opulences. Although 
he has a thousand eyes, he showed his actual blindness by 
becoming angry at the Vrajavasis for giving up their sacrifice to 
him, even after he had seen how little Krsna had smashed so 
many powerful demons, and sending the apocalyptic 
Samvartaka-clouds to Vraja to destroy the place. 

In his Gopala Campi-grantha (Parva Campi, 18th Piirana) 
Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has elaborately described how proud 
Indra was of his regal opulences. This is just a basic description: 
After having gradually sent hail, rain and thunderbolts to Vraja 
to destroy the place, Indra doubtfully sent 100 wind-spies there 
to find out what damage his rains had caused, and the spies, 
upon returning, told him: "O Maharaja! Until now the place is 
not yet inundated!" 

Indra then sent more powerful rainclouds to inundate Vraja- 
mandala, thinking: "This huge shower surely must have 
inundated Vraja-mandala!" With this in mind he send his cloud- 
spies to find out what was accomplished, but they also returned 
swiftly and reported that his purpose had yet not been fulfilled. 

Hearing this, Indra became astonished, jumped on his 
elephant Airavata and came to Vraja’s air-space, very angrily 
prodding Airavata with his elephant-goad and then he 
personally began to throw fiery thunderbolts on Vraja. Finally 
he sent his lightning-spies to find out about the result. 

The lightning-spies returned and told him: "O King of the 
demigods! Hear this most amazing news! Govardhana has 
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grown because of eating the huge food-offerings of the people 
of Vraja and has now lifted himself off the ground!" 

Indra sent his lightning-spies out once more and said: 

"Go and see why the hill has lifted itself and where the 
miserable people of Vraja have gone with their children and 
other relatives!" "As you order!", the lightning-spies said and 
went back to Vraja to find this out. They returned to Indra and 
said: "O Devaraja! It seems our strikes have scorched everyone 
to ashes! We can’t find anyone in the entire Vraja-mandala 
anymore!" 

Hearing this, king Indra was very happy and he blessed the 
spies by saying: "May you live long!" He sent them back to Vraja 
once more to find out all the details. And again the lightning- 
spies went to Vraja, but this time they reported upon returning: 
"O Lord of the three worlds! None of the people of Vraja have 
been vanquished! They are all hiding under Govardhana Hill, 
making a blissful noise and Balanuja Sri Krsna is lifting the hill!" 

Hearing this, Indra said: "Aho! Now I understand! In the past 
I cut the wings off the mountains, but Govardhana Hill has now 
regrown its wings and is giving shelter to the Vrajavasis, taking 
their side against me! Allright then, let me throw some more 
fiery thunderbolts down to smash all the Vrajavasis completely!" 

Saying this Indra began to cast these thunderbolts, but he 
soon found out through his spies that he had accomplished 
nothing with it. Then Indra angrily told his spies: "Go and find 
out exactly what is going on and why my thunder-fire is thrown 
in vain all the time!" 

The spies inspected the whole scene thoroughly and told 
Indra: "O King of gods! Not even two or three leaves have fallen 
from the trees of Govardhana Hill and not even one ant was 
killed there, no matter how many fiery thunderbolts you threw 
on them, then what to speak of the people of Vraja, who are 
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blissfully enjoying shelter under the hill?" Finally, after another 
endeavour to smash Govardhana with his thunderbolt, Indra 
became embarrassed and fearful and he once more realized S1i 
Krsna’s greatness."° 

Through all this, the pride and impudence of Indra, caused 
by his intoxication of opulence, and also the prowess and glories 
of Govardhana Hill are shown. Sri Raghunatha says: 
atula prthula sailasreni bhiipa priyam me nija nikata nivasa 
dehi govardhana tvam 

"O Giripate! You are the king of all mountains, even of the 
Himalaya and Sumeru! Residence at your vicinity is very dear 
to me, therefore I very much crave for that! But if the holy 
dhama does not give its shelter no one can live there simply by 
his own endeavours: I therefore pray to you: please bless me so 
that I can live at your base!" 


ohe govardhana! tumi ei akificane; 
more atisaya priya tava sannidhane 
vasa dana kori more krtartha koroho; 
atula mahimd tava amare dekhaho 
Sri krsnera hasta riipa danda agrabhage; 
virajita hoye tumi yeno chatra-bhdve 
mada matta uddhata ye saci-pati indra; 
tara garva kharva koile mahima pracanda 
girivara raja tumi e bodo mahima; 
atmasat koro more koriya karunad 


"O Govardhana! This wretch very much loves to reside close 
to you. Please bless me with a place in your vicinity and show 
me your matchless glories! You were held like an umbrella on 
the rod-like hand of Sri Krsna to destroy the pride of Sacr’s lord 


'SSee Gopala Campih, Piirva Campi 18th Parana. 
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Indra, who was intoxicated by false vanity, and to establish your 
own glories. O Govardhana, you are so great! Please take me to 
you!" 


VERSE 2: 


pramada-madana-lilah kandare kandare te 
racayati nava-ytinor dvandvam asminn amandam 
iti kila kalanartham lagnakas tad-dvayor me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


pramada - intoxicated; madana - erotic; lila - pastimes; 
kandare kandare - in every cave; te - your; racayati -performs; 
nava - young; yinoh dvandvam - of the couple; asminn - in this; 
amandam - great; iti - thus; kila - certainly; kalana - seeing; 
artham - for the sake; lagnakah - amidst; tad - that; dvayoh - 
the couple; me - my; nija - own; nikata - near; nivdsani - 
residence; dehi - give; govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! The youthful couple Radha-Krsna play 
passionate erotic pastimes in your every cave and I 
became very eager to witness them. Please allow me to 
live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Within Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami's heart, illuminated by visuddha sattva, the different 
glories of Sri Giriraja are revealed. 

The Lord personally said: mad bhakta pajabhyadhika” 


19 Srimad Bhagavatam 11.19.21 
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"The worship of My devotee is greater than My own 
worship". Therefore Sri Raghunatha hopes to live nearby the 
crown jewel of devotees, Srila Giriraja for the fulfillment of his 
sacred aspirations. 

It is as if Govardhana asks Raghunatha dasa Gosvami: "Ohe 
Raghunatha! If you are so anxiously revealing your aspiration to 
love close to me, then your aspirations can also be fulfilled by 
living close to me for just two or four days. Why do you want to 
stay here all the time? Don’t the scriptures say that simply by 
living in Vraja for even one day one attains devotion to Hari 
(dinam ekari nivadsena harau bhaktir prajayate - Padma 
Purana)? Therefore you can become blessed even if you stay 
here for only two or four days!" 

To this Srila Dasa Gosvami replies: "Ohe Giriraja! I am not 
just eager to be blessed with the attainment of bhakti; I have 
still another desire that I want to submit to your lotus feet. 

In each and every one of your caves my Syama-Svamini are 
constantly engaged in greatly intoxicating erotic pastimes!" 

The saints say: s@dhu savadhana! "Beware, O holy man! This 
is not mundane eros!": 


orndavane aprakrta navina madana; 
kama gayatri, kama bije yahara upasana 
purusa yosit kiba sthavara jangama; 
sarva cittakarsaka saksan manmatha madana 


(C.C. Madhya 8) 
"Krsna is Vrndavana’s transcendental youthful Cupid 


Who is meditated upon by the Kama-gayatri mantra with the 
Kama bija (seed of spiritual desire). He attracts everyone - men, 
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women, moving and non moving beings, for He Himself 
agitates Cupid". 

Srila Krsna Dasa Kaviraja writes in his Saranga Ranigada- 
commentary on verse 3 of Krsna Karnamrta 

(kamavatarankuram): prakrtaprakrta kandarpa_ nidana 
vrndavandbhinava kandarpam ity arthah. dgamadau kama- 
gayatrya kama-bijena ca tasya tad riipenopdsyatvat. koti 
madana_ vimohandsesa_ cittakarsaka_ sahaja_madhuratara 
lavanyamrtapararnavena mahanubhdava-cayenanubhtiyamana 
tat tan maha bhava nivahena sriman madana_ gopdla 
riipenddhundpi vrndavane virdjamanatvdc ca. 

"This transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndiaivana is the 
origin of all mundane and spiritual love gods, the origin 
(avatart) of all the different manifest descensions (avatara), 
and His worship has been prescribed by the Vedas through the 
Kama Gayatri-mantra with the kama bija. 

He enchants millions of Cupids and attracts everyone’s 
minds with His nectarean elegance, which is like a shoreless 
ocean, and in mahd-bhdava (the greatest divine love) for Him 
this sweetness is fully experienced. He eternally resides in 
transcendental Vrndavana as Sriman Madana-Gopala (the 
beautiful Cupid as cowherd boy)". 

This transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana_ is 
experienced through the fully blown mahda-bhdva, the 
quintessence of the supreme love of God,residing in the hearts 
of the Vrajadevis; hence the Vedic scriptures and the great 
saints call their love kama (lust): 


premaiva gopa ramanam kama ity Ggamat pratham 
ity uddhavadayo’py etam vaiichanti bhagavat priyah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 1.2.285,286). 
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"Although the love of the gopis is called lust, it is actually 
nothing else but pure love: This love is coveted even by the 
greatest lovers of the Lord, like Uddhava, but not attained by 
them." This rarely attained thing has now become the practice 
and the goal of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas by the grace of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the Gaudiya Vaisnava-dcaryas like 
Srila Ripa and Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami have relished it and 
tought it to the s@dhakas of this world. 

The jewelled caves of Govardhana Hill are very solitary and 
filled with all kinds of paraphernalia suitable for the love- 
pastimes of the Yugala Kisora, such as jewelled bedsteads, 
jewelled lamps, garlands, sandalwoodpulp, betelnuts etc. 

Thus all these caves are suitable places for the Yugala Kisora’s 
greatly intoxicated confidential loving pastimes, which only take 
place in Vraja-mandala and nowhere else. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa says: "O Giriraja! By living close to you 
one becomes blessed by seeing and experiencing all the love- 
pastimes of S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava! You know that I am Sri 
Radhika’s maidervant and that I want to be blessed by seeing 
these incomparable loving pastimes and attaining the service of 
my Isvari and Her Prananatha! By living close to you I will see 
how my Isvari fights beautiful and intense erotic battles with 
Her Prananatha." 


rati-rase matala atisaya naha; 
amiyd sarovare duhun avagaha 
sahaje nirankusa nagara raja; 
tahe manamatha nrpa kautuka kaja 
drdha parirambhane ghana sitakara; 
anukhana kinkint koroye phukara 
kara gahi rakhi o yuga cakeba; 
damsaite sarasija barabo keba 
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koho hariballabha sahacart kule; 
dekhoi nibhrte ulasahi phule 


"They both plunged into a lake of nectar when They became 
greatly intoxicated by the flavours of love. Nagara Raja (Krsna, 
the king of amorous heroes) is naturally very wayward and king 
Cupid played many tricks on Him. In Krsna’s firm embrace 
Radhika uttered loud screams and Her waistbells were 
constantly jingling. Sri Krsna held both Her breasts with His 
hands and bit Her lips without hindrance. Hariballabha says to 
the sakhis and mafijaris: ‘Behold the blossoming of Their secret 
delight!’ When will I see my Isvari falling on Her Lord’s chest 
on the erotic bed, perspiring and exhausted at the end of Her 
love-pastimes?" 


sramajala kana digdha snigdha nispanda miirtir 
galita vasana bhisakalpa jalpa prajalpa 
priya hrdi patitangi radhika militaksi 
sthira tadid iva navyambhodhare sa vyarajit 


(Srt Govinda Lilamrta 15,23) 


"S17 Radhika was exhausted from Her erotic battle with Her 
beloved and She fell on His chest. Her motionless body was 
beautified by sweatdrops of fatigue, Her eyes were closed and 
Her dress and ornaments had fallen off. While She exchanged 
loving words with Him, She looked like a steady lightning-strike 
on a fresh raincloud." 

The poet Govinda Dasa sings: 


rati rasa charame, — Syama hiye sutali, 
sarada indumukhi bala 
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marakata madane, koi janu piijala, 
dei nava kaficana mala 
syama vayana pora, vaydna virajai, 
ura para kuca yuga sdje 
kanaka kumbha janu, — ulati boisayalo, 
madana mahodadhi majhe 


"This girl (Radhika), Whose face shines like the autumn- 
moon, lies on Syama’s chest after reaching the climax of Her 
loveplay. It is as if someone worships an emerald-coloured 
Cupid with a new golden necklace. She keeps Her face near 
Syama’s face and Her breasts, which resemble golden jugs lying 
upside-down in an ocean of eros, on His chest." 


jodala tanu mana, — bhuje bhuje bandhana, 

adharahi adhara misana 

bedalo mrnale, hema nilamani janu, 
bandhalo yuga eka thana 

ghana sane damini, dukiile dukile janu, 
duhun jana eka patavasa 

carana bedhiya caru, — aruna saroruha, 
madhukara govinda dasa 


"Their bodies and minds have merged, Their arms embrace 
each other and Their lips meet each other. Golden and 
sapphire lotus stems (Radha-Krsna’s arms) entwine and bind 
each other. S1i Radhika looks like a lightning strike lying on a 
cloud. Both the lovers are covered with one mere silken 
garment. Govinda Dasa is like a bee circling around their 
beautiful reddish lotus like feet." 

(Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami prays:) "O Giriraja! When 
will I see my master and mistress thus enjoying in your caves as 
soon as I obtained residence close to you? I will dry up Their 
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sweatdrops by sweetly fanning Them (when They are tired of 
love making in the cool caves of Govardhana Hill) I will wash 
Their lotus like faces and hands with cold water from a golden 
jug, place delicious fresh betel leaves in Their mouths, put 
Their scattered anklebells and bangles back on Their wrists and 
feet, hang flower garlands around Their necks and anoint Their 
beautiful bodies with fragrant camphor and sandalwood pulp!" 


govardhana girivara, _ kevala nirjana sthala, 
rai kanu koribe sayane 
lalita visakha sange, sevana koribo raige, 
sukhamaya ratula carane 


kanaka sampita kori, karpitra tambila piiri, 
yogaibo vadana kamale 
manimaya kinkint, — ratana niipura ani, 
poraibo carana yugale 


kanaka katoré piiri, karptra candana bhari, 
kobe dibo dujanara gaya 

mallika malati yathi, nana phule mala ganthi, 
kobe dibo donhara golaya 


(Prarthana) 


"There is a solitary place at Govardhana Hill where Rai and 
Kanu lay down to rest and where I will serve Their blissful 
ruddy lotus feet in the company of Lalita and Visakha. I will fill 
up a golden box with camphor-laced betel leaves and place 
them in Their lotus mouths and I will bring jewelled waistbells 
and anklebells and place them on Their lotus feet. When will I 
fill up a golden box with camphor and sandalwood pulp and 
anoint Their limbs with these unguents, and when will I string 
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garlands of various flowers like Mallika, Malati and Yathi, and 
hang them around Their necks?" 

This is the practice as well as the goal of the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas! Their lives are filled with this aspiration. They 
meditate on all these devotional services during the stage of 
practice (sddhand) and attain that service directly when they 
attain perfection (siddhi). The Gosvamis are the Lord’s eternal 
associates that have descended to the world of sédhand to teach 
devotional expertise to the Gaudiya Vaisnavas by giving the 
perfect example. 

Sripada Raghunatha dasa says: "O Govardhana! You are the 
mediator in the attainment of the perfection of rasa! You can 
make me so fortunate to be able to attain such fortune. 
Therefore you don’t have to do anything more than allowing me 
to stay at your base and this will bring my aspiration to its 
fulfillment. Therefore please bless me by granting me 
residence in your vicinity!" 


pramada madana lila kandare kandare; 
koriteche nitya nava yugala kigore 
sei lila darasane akula parana; 
tomara nikate sighra vasa koro dana 


"QO Govardhana! The Yugala Kisora is performing 
intoxicating erotic pastimes in each of your caves, so please 
quickly grant me residence in your vicinity, for I am very 
anxious at heart to see these pastimes." 
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VERSE 3: 


anupama-mani-vedi-ratna-simhdsanorvi- 
ruha-jhara-dara-sdnu-droni-sanghesu rangaih 
saha bala-sakhibhih sankhelayan sva-priyam me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


anupama - incomparable; mani - jewelled; vedi - altars; ratna - 
jewelled; simhdsana - thrones; urviruha - trees; jhara - waterfalls; 
dara - caves; sanu - peaks; droni - valleys; sarighesu - in the multitudes; 
rangaih - with happiness; saha - with; bala - Balarama; sakhibhih - 
with friends; samkhelayan - playing; sva - own; priyam - dear; me - 
my; nija - own; nikata - near by; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; 
govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! Krsna plays many games with His 
brother Balarama and His cowherd boyfriends on your 
incomparable jewelled thrones, under your trees, in your 
brooks, caves, valleys and on your peaks! 

Please grant me the residence near you which is so dear 
to me! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: How many hundreds of honey- 
sweet pastimes of Sri Krsna in the incomparable, natural and 
beautiful surroundings of Sri Giriraja awaken within the maha- 
bhdava-saturated consciousness of Sripada Raghunatha, who is 
floating on the waves of prayer! 

In the previous verse he revealed his aspiration to reside 
permanently at the base of Govardhana Hill and witness the 
frantic erotic pastimes of the Yugala Kisora in its caves. Then it 
is as if Sri Giriraja says: "Ohe Raghunatha Dasa! You can also 
reside at other meeting places of the Yugala like Sanketa and 
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be blessed with the vision of such frantic erotic pastimes. 
Therefore I don’t see any direct need for you to stay near my 
base. Moreover, you can be blessed by seeing these Yugala- 
pastimes much easier in the lovely Nikufija-mandiras on the 
level surface than in my caves, which are hardly accessible." 
In this verse Sripada answers these words by saying: 

"O Giripate (lord of mountains)! There is another reason why I 
pray to you for residence in your vicinity. While you are the 
charming abode where S1i-S11 Radha-Madhava have Their 
confidential pastimes with Their sakhis, you are also the 
exclusive abode of Sri Krsna’s blissful and variegated pastimes 
with His brother Balarama and His cowherd boyfriends. Your 
jeweled platforms, different flowering and fruitful trees, 
cascades, caves, valleys and passages are the different blissful 
places where Sri-Sri Krsna-Baladeva take rest, make different 
luscious jokes, search for their cows, play on the swing, play 
hide-and-seek, wrestle, eat and lie down to rest on jewelled 
bedsteads. In Srimad Bhagavata there are the following words 
from the lotus mouth of Sri Radharani”’: 


mdanam tanoti saha go-ganayos tayor yat 
paniya siiyavasa kandara kanda miilaih 
(10.21.18) 


"This Govardhana Hill serves Sri Krsna and Baladeva, Who are 
surrounded by Their cows and cowherd boyfriends, in different 
ways with his stainless water, soft grass, wonderful caves, bulbs 
and roots." 


» This will be explained in verse 8. 
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tanotiti sarvair anyair api kriyamanam manamayan vistarena 
karotityarthah paniyani peyani jala~-madhvaditi 
stiyavasani komalani pusti varddhanani dugdha sampadakani. yad 

vd paniyan suvate ksarati paniyasuvo nirjfharah bhi iti kvacit 

pathah. upavesddyartham sundara sthanam ityarthah. kandara 
guhah tais ca tatratya ratna paryanka pitha 
pradipadarsadayopyupalaksyah yatha-sambhavami ca tais tesam 
mano jiieyah 
(Tika - Vaisnava Tosani) 


"On his body Sri Giriraja keeps different ingredients which 
he applies in the service of Sri Krsna-Balarama and Their cows 
and cowherd boyfriends, such as spotless water, honey, fruit 
juice and other drinks, fresh soft grass for the cows, which will 
increase their strength and their output of milk, cascades, 
different enchanting sitting places, jewelled bedsteads in the 
caves, jewelled lamps and jewelled mirrors." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! Just by living at your base 
one becomes so fortunate to perceive all these pastimes." 

At this point one may ask: "Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami 
meditated on himself as a maidservant of Srimati Radharani. 
He should have desired to see S1i-S1i Radha-Madhava’s loving 
pastimes around Govardhana Hill. Why did he instead reveal 
his desires to see the different pastimes of Krsna and Balarama 
and the cowherd boys near Giriraja?" 

The dcaryas say out of experience that the erotic pastimes in 
Vraja of Nitya Kisora Rasa-raja Rasikendra Mauli Vrajendra- 
Nandana with Maha-bhava-mayi Sri Radharani are 
incomparable, and friends, parents and servants are all 
supporting these loving affairs of the Yugala Kisora. Pastimes 
with His mother, father, friends and girlfriends are all necessary 
for Krsna to relish His wonderfully sweet erotic pastimes with 
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Sri Radharani. All pastimes nourish and increase the great 
relish of the Yugala-Hla. 

For instance, although they are the personifications of 
motherly love, mother Yasoda and Rohini-devi can’t satisfy 
anyone unless they are fed food which was cooked by Sri 
Radharanis hand. For this reason Sri Radha and Her 
girlfriends come to Krsna’s abode Nandisvara to cook for Him 
every morning and Krsna enjoys a wonderful sweet erotic relish 
during these pastimes of cooking and eating. Similarly, Krsna’s 
gostha lila (when He goes out every morning to herd His cows) 
is also to make Him relish the sweetness of meeting with Sri 
Radhika. 

rakhdla loiya bone, sada phiri dhenu-sane, tuyd lagi bone 
banacari (Pada Kalpataru): "For You I’m always rambling with 
My cows, taking My cowherd boyfriends with Me and for You 
I am wandering in the forest as a forest dweller!" 

Radharani is always on Syamasundara’s mind and when He 
is out in the meadows She is difficult to see, so that increases 
the astonishing flavour of His transcendental yearning for Her. 
The experienced rasikas can understand all these purports. 
Also in Krsna’s pastimes of tending the cows with Baladeva and 
His friends the wonderful and special features of the Yugala’s 
anxious erotic pastimes are preserved. 


ohe govardhana! tumi ati manohara; 
tomara nikata vase judaya antara 
nirupama lila yoto tara darasane; 
sukha anubhava koro prati ksane ksane 
anupama mani-vedi ratna simhdasane; 
manohara vrksa-sobha parama nirjane 
kiba nirjhara sanudesa giri kandarete; 
baladeva sakha saha giri sankatete 
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sada vihariche krsna parama anande; 
parihasa lukocuri malla kridacchande 
nava nava lila yoto tomara gocare; 
tomate bihare sada navina kigore 
toma sama bhagyavan nahi tribhuvane; 
pada tale sthana dao ei dina jane 


"Ohe Govardhana! You are so enchanting! My heart is 
soothed by living just next to you, experiencing jubilation at 
every moment by seeing all the matchless ever-fresh pastimes, 
like joking, hide-and-seek and wrestling, which Krsna 
constantly enjoys with Baladeva and His friends around your 
incomparable jewelled platforms and thrones, your beautiful 
and charming solitary trees, your cascades, valleys, caves and 
passages. 

The Navina-Kisora Krsna always enjoys on and around you, 
therefore no one in the three worlds is as fortunate as you are. 
Please give this wretch a place at your base!" 


VERSE 4: 


rasa-nidhi-nava-ytinoh saksinim dana-keler 
dyuti-parimala-viddham syama-vedim prakasya 

rasika-vara-kulanam modam dasphalayan me 

nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


rasa-nidhi - ocean of spiritual flavours; nava - youthful; yiinoh - of 
the Couple; saksinin - witness; dana - tax; keleh - of the pastimes; 
dyuti - splendor; parimala - fragrance; viddham - filled; syama vedi - 
Syama vedi; prakdsya - revealing; rasika - men of taste; vara - best; 
kulanam - of the hosts; modam - joy; dsphalayan - increasing; me - my; 
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nija - own; nikata - nearby; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; 
govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! Revealing the beautiful and fragrant 
Syama-Vedi (or Dana-Ghati), the place witnessing the 
Dana-Keli (tax game) of the young Divine Couple Radha 
and Krsna, Who are an ocean of rasa (spiritual flavours), 
you increase the ecstasy of the rasika devotees (spiritual 
connoisseurs) ! Please allow me to live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha perceives the great glories of Syama-vedi at the 
Dana-Ghat, one of the pastime-places of Sri-Sri Giriraja. 

The Dana-lild is one of the very delicious pastimes of Sri-Sri 
Radha-Madhava. Remembering this Déana-lila Sripada 
Raghunatha calls it the pastime of the rasa-nidhi nava ytinoh, 
the ocean of rasa, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, the hero and 
heroine also known as the Sri-Sri Yugala Kisora. 

Just as the dcadryas have defined Sri Krsna as_ the 
embodiment of all nectarean spiritual flavours (akhila- 
rasamrta-mirtih), the object of everyone’s purest love, the 
embodiment of the erotic transcendental flavours, the 
transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana and the agitator of 
even Cupid who attracts everyone’s mind, including His own, 
they have described Sri Radha as akhanda-rasa-vallabha (the 
lady love Who embodies all rasa) dnanda cinmaya rasa ghana 
vigrahad (the embodiment of all condensed transcendental 
flavours), mahd-bhava svariipint (the personification of the 
pinnacle of spiritual ecstatic love), visuddha krsna-prema 
ratndkara (the ocean of pure love for Krsna) and the mine of 
transcendental attributes like beauty, sweetness and good 
fortune. 
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The rasika pastimes of akhanda rasa vigraha Sri Krsna and 
akhanda-rasa-vallabha Bhanu-nandini are like an ocean of rasa 
which is hard to cross, hard to enter and boundless. Who can 
ascertain how unlimited is the power of He Who is able to 
inundate the whole universe with a mere drop of His being? 
Great rasika-mukuta-mani devotees (the crown jewels of 
transcendental connoisseurs) come and stand on the shore of 
this transcendental ocean in astonishment. Perhaps they are 
standing there on the shore, desiring to touch a single drop of 
it and thus consider all their sadhana to be successful. 

Beyond all that, even Sri Krsna, the embodiment of 

condensed transcendental bliss, stands on the shore of the 
ocean of Sri Radha’s madanakhya-rasa, the source of all 
bhavas, speechless like a wooden doll, for it awakens a 
wonderful intoxication even in Him! 
How wonderful is the manifestation of this transcendental 
ocean of emotions! In this ocean there are thousands of 
experiences of union such as embraces and kisses as well as 
thousands of kinds of separation, appearing like a mutually 
opposed mixture of nectar (union) and poison (separation) that 
is most extraordinary. 

The supreme culmination of this prema-tattva of blended 
poison and nectar is found in Srimati Bhanu-nandini. In Her 
we find the summit of all ecstatic transcendental flavours. 

The manifestation of rasika bliss in the Dana-keli is vast and 
enormous, hence it is the rasa-nidhi of hero and heroine Sri 
Sri Radha-Madhava. 

At Syama-Vedi, near the Dana-Ghati, the sensitive rasika 
devotees of Krsna relish the mellows of Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s Dana-lila. On the one hand this pastime is full of 
billowing waves of joking and laughter and on the other hand it 
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is deeper than millions of oceans: boundless and never able to 
touch the bottom. 

A billowing ocean may have high waves on its surface, but on 
the bottom it is still and deep. Similarly the Dana-lild is 
billowing with the wave-like exchanges of humorous words 
between Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna, Who are surrounded by Their 
boyfriends and girlfriends, but when he dives deep a rasika 
devotee will feel the depth of complete and causeless love. The 
wave-like vyabhicari bhavas (transgressing moods) like joy, 
fear, anger and jealousy are dancing on the ocean of their sthayi 
bhava (permanent mood) called priti (love) here. 

Sri Radhika and Her sakhis walk on, carrying pots of ghi on 
their heads, but that is just a pretext. Their actual purpose is to 
see Krsna: dana cchale bhetibo kandi. When She is suddenly 
stopped on the way by Sri Krsna and His chums, Srimati reveals 
the kila-kificit-bhava, a mixture of seven contradicting moods: 
joy-producing pride, desire, crying, smiling, jealousy, fear and 
anger. 

When one high wave of the ocean hits the other, an explosive 
collision of waterdrops takes place which extends to all four 
directions. In the same way, the wave of Sri Bhanu Nandini’s 
joy is covered over by a wave of negligence in the ocean of Her 
love, as She tries to conceal the bliss that swells up in Her when 
She sees Krsna. Because of the resultant clash, all above- 
mentioned seven moods are externally revealed. Such is the 
fathomless ocean of rasa and bhava of this encounter. 

The Vraja-sundaris want to serve Sri Krsna without reward. 
In Srimad Bhagavata (10.31.2) the gopis call themselves Krsna’s 
unpaid maidservants - asulka dasikah. But in this Dana-Keli 
Krsna asks payment from them! These contradictions are only 
possible in the transcendental kingdom of ecstasy and are 
inconceivable to the Vedas. Actually Krsna wants only love from 
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the gopis, and the Dana-Keli is just an external cause. Sri Krsna 
begs causeless love from them, hence He is named Maha 
Danindra (the great king of taxcollectors) at the Dana-Ghati. 
Sri Radha is unlikely to go anywhere without offering 
mahddana (the great gift of love). Therefore Paurnamasi-devi 
has said: the Dana-lild only serves to show the world (visva- 
prakata dana) how Danindra Sri Krsna is controlled by love 
alone. 

The banner of this attribute of prema-vasyata, through 
which He can relish the mellows of Sri Vrsabhanu-Nandini’s 
love, flies in all directions in the sky of loving devotion. 

sa ca tasam dana vyavaharo bahyah abhilasita vastava eva 
(Visvanatha) "The actual relish of the mellows of love, which 
was Their highest aspiration, was concealed by the external 
event of the Dana-lila." 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: 


yasyadhyaksah sakala hathinadm adade cakravarti 
sulkam nanyad vraja mrgadrsam arpandd vigrahasya 
ghattasyoccair madhukara rucas tasya dhama prapaticaih 
syama prasthah prathayatu sada sarma govardhano nah 


(Stavamala) 


"May Govardhana Hill, where Krsna became the king of the 
toll-station, which was coloured like a blackbee, and which 
made the tableland become coloured bluish-black, and where 
He did not ask any other tax from Vraja’s doe-eyed gopis but 
their bodies, grant us all auspiciousness!" The rasika devotees 
can still experience all of this. 
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Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! The most fragrant and 
lustrous Syama-vedi at the Dana-Ghatt on top of your good self 
is a witness to this most relishable pastime even now." 

In other words, when the rasika devotees of Krsna see this 
place they feel as if Radha-Syama’s dazzling bodily luster 
illuminates the Syama-vedi and when they smell the fragrance 
of this place they feel that the transcendental fragrance of Their 
bodies is scenting this place. 

"O Giriraja! Hankering for the relish of a drop from that 
ocean of bliss I am hoping to attain residence at your base!" 
nija nikata nivasan dehi govardhana tvam. 


ohe giriraja tomara premamaya riipa; 
radha-krsnera dana lilara saksi-svariipa 
divya kanti parimala ‘syama-vedi’ nama; 
prakasa koriya tumi ati bhagyavan 
rasika bhakata ganera ananda vardhana; 
koriteche sarva ksana ohe govardhana 
parama nirjana sthana tuyd pada-dese; 
sthana diya dhanya koro lilara uddese 


"Ohe Giriraja! Your love-filled form is the direct witness of 
Radha-Krsna’s Dana-lild, and you are very fortunate to reveal 
the place known as Syama-vedi, which is endowed with divine 
luster and fragrance and which increases the ecstasy of the 
rasika devotees at every moment. Please bless me by granting 
me a place to stay at your most solitary base, so that I can 
witness the transcendental pastimes there." 
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VERSE 5: 


hari-dayitam apirvam radhika-kundam atma- 
priya-sakham iha kanthe narmandlingya guptah 
nava-yuva-yuga-khelas tatra pasyan raho me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


hari dayitam - dear to Hari; apirvan - wonderful; radhika kundam 
- Radhika’s lake; atma - own; priya - dear; sakham - friend; iha - here; 
kanthe - around the neck; narmana - jokingly; dlingya - embracing; 
guptah - secretly; nava yuva - youthful; yuga - couple; khelah - play; 
tatra - there; pasyan - seeing; raho - privately; me - my; nija - own; 
nikata - nearby; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; govardhana - 
Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! Affectionately and secretly you 
embrace the neck of your own dear friend, Hari’s dear 
wonderful lake Radhakunda, secretly watching the 
pastimes of the youthful Divine Couple. Please allow me 
to live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha describes 
the glories of the different pastime-places around Sri Giriraja 
and the sweetness of the pastimes that take place there, and 
prays to be allowed to reside in these pastime-places at the base 
of Sti Giriraja. To that it is as if Sri Giriraja says: "O Raghunatha! 
There are many places all around me! Tell me frankly in which 
place you like to reside!" Experiencing these words of Giriraja 
Sri Raghunatha reveals his desire to reside at Sri Radhakunda 
at the base of Giriraja in this verse. 

Kundavasi Sri Raghunatha is exclusively attached to residing 
at Sri Radhakunda. Sitting on the bank of Sri Radhakunda he 
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is floating in his own tears while writing this “Stavavali.’ He has 
no desire to leave the bank of Sri-kunda to go anywhere else. 
He/she is Kunde$vari’s kinikart, and Sri Radhakunda is millions 
of times dearer to him than his own life. At the end of Vilapa 
Kusumaiijali he has written: 


sva kundam tava lolaksi sa priyayah sadaspadam 
atraiva mama sariwasa thaiva mama samsthiti (97) 


"O restless-eyed Sri Radhe! This kunda of Yours is the dear 
most playground of You and Your heart’s lover Sri Krsna. On 
the bank of this Sri Radhakunda I live. May I reside here 
forevermore. 

samvdsa samsthiti means: "Living there completely and 
remaining there fully." These words reveal Sripada’s firm 
fixation in residing at Radhakunda. In his Sri Prarthanasraya 
Caturdasakam (3) he has written: 


udancat karunyamrta vitaranair jivita jagad 
yuva-dvandvam gandhair guna sumanasam vasita janam 
krpam cen mayyevam kirati na tada tvam kuru tatha 
yatha me sri kunde sakhi sakalam angamn nivasati 


"O sakhi (Ripa Maiijari)! If this Youthful Couple, Who 
enlivens the whole world by distributing the nectar of Their 
mercy and Who scents all the people with the fragrance of 
Their flower-like attributes, do not bestow Their mercy on me, 
then please arrange for it that I can always stay at Sri 
Radhakunda!" Through this we can understand how firmly 
fixed Sripada was in residing at Radhakunda. 

In his prayer to Govardhana Hill for residence at 
Radhakunda Sripada first says: hari-dayitam aparvan radhika- 
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kundam "Sri Radhakunda is unique and is most dear to Sri 
Krsna." In the Padma Purana it is said: 


yatha radha priya visnos tasyah kundam priyam tatha 
sarva gopisu saivaika visnor atyanta vallabha 


"Just as Sri Radha is dearer to Sri Nanda-Nandana than His 
own life, so is Srt Radhakunda. Of all the gopis Sri Radha is 
Nanda-Nandana’s dear most beloved." She is endowed with 
maddanakhya-maha-bhava and She is His dear most beloved 
because of Her attributes of love, beauty and good fortune. 

Sri Radhakunda is similarly incomparibly dear to Sri Krsna. 

When the kunda appeared in this world Sri Krsna personally 
revealed it in His words: 


proce harih priyatame tava kundam etat 
mat kundato’pi mahimadhikam astu loke 
atraiva me salila kelir thaiva nityam 
snanam yatha tvam asi tadvad idam saro me 


Sri Hari said: "O Dearest One! May Your kunda be even 
more glorious in this world than mine! Here I will always bathe 
and play in the water, because this lake is as dear to Me as You 
are!" 

In this way Hari’s beloved Sri Radhakunda is unique. 
Priyaji’s Sarasi (Radha’s lake) is the abode of an enchanting 
beauty equal to that of Priyaji’s, and it shines like the crown 
jewel of the Yugala’s playgrounds in Vraja-mandala, keeping all 
these playgrounds on its banks and in its waters. 


ee 
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kundera madhurt yeno radhara madhurima; 
kundera mahimd yeno radhara mahima (C.C.) 


"The kunda’s sweetness is like Radha’s sweetness and the 
kunda’s greatness is like Radha’s greatness." 

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has described _ the 
uniqueness of the kunda’s natural beauty as follows: 


radha-krsna raha kathanuvadandd ascarya madhuryavad 
dhvanath sri suka sarika-vyatikarair Gnanda sarvasvadam; 
karnakarsi kuhith kuhir iti kalalapair vrtam kokilair 
nrtyan matta maytiram anya vihagais cananda kolahalam 
tan madhye nava maniju kunja valayam sobha vibhiityasama- 
nordhvam divya vicitra ratna latikadyananda puspa sriyd; 
antastalpa varam varopakaranair adhyam samantad dadhad 
radha-madhava bhukta bhogyam akhilanandaika samrajya-bhih 
madhyaitadrsa kunija mandalam aho kundam maha mohanam 
sandrananda maha-rasamrta bharaih svacchaih sada sambhrtam; 
ratnabaddha catustati vilasitam sad ratna sopanavat 
tirtham sri tata sat kadambaka talacchayad mani kuttimam 


"The kuiijas give great delight with their sweet and amazing 
male and female parrots which loudly repeat Sri Sri Radha- 
Krsna’s intimate talks, and they are decorated with cuckoos 
which delight the ears with their unclear sweet singing of kuhi 
kuhii, intoxicated peacocks which beautify the place with their 
dancing and various birds which make a great ecstatic tumult. 

These fresh groves have attained a peerless status with their 
treasures of beauty and the blissful flowers of the wonderful 
and divine jeweled vines. Here again are the greatest couches 
which are endowed with the most excellent ingredients for the 
enjoyment of Sri Radha and Madhava. In this way nothing else 
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can be perceived anywhere but the kingdom of transcendental 
bliss". 

"In the middle of these kufijas is a charming pond, which is 
always filled with clear nectar-like water which crystalizes the 
strong flavours of deep bliss. Its four banks are studded by 
jewels; the ghdts (landing places) are beautified by super 
excellent jeweled staircases and enchanting jeweled platforms 
which lie in the shade of Kadamba-trees." 

Nowhere in the Vrajamandala is there any playground for 
$17-Sri Radha-Madhava which is so solitary, filled with a wealth 
of natural beauty and suitable in all respects. Therefore Sri 
Radhakunda is the place where the most confidential midday- 
pastimes of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis are taking 
place. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! You are embracing 
your dear most Sri Radhakunda around the neck as the dear 
most friend and thus you have become so fortunate to be able 
to secretly and blissfully witness the most intimate midday- 
pastimes of Sri-S1i. Radha-Madhava and relish their sweet 
mellows. Please allow me to reside on the bank of this your dear 
most Radhakunda, which is situated close to you, so that I can 
also become blessed with the relish of the sweet mellows of 
these pastimes!" 


govardhana! tumi mora nivedana dhara; 
tomara nikate sei sthana dana koro 
priya sakha sri kundere alingana kori; 
gupta bhave sada hero vilasa madhuri 
krsna priya radhakunde yugalera khela; 
vibhora hoiya heri se dnanda lila 


$11-S17 Govardhana Vasa Prarthana Dagakam Stavavali 


"O Govardhana! Please hear my prayer! Please give me a 
place close to your dear friend Sri Radhakunda, whom you 
embrace to be able to secretly watch the sweet pastimes of the 
Yugala Kisora there, so that I can also be immersed in bliss 
while watching these pastimes at Krsna’s dear most 
Radhakunda." 


VERSE 6: 


sthala-jala-tala-saspair bhtiruha-chayaya ca 
pratipadam anukdlam hanta samvardhayan gah 
tri-jagati nija-gotram sarthakam khyadpayan me 

nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


sthala - land; jala - water; tala - surface; saspaih - with grasses; bhi- 
ruha - trees; cchayayd - with shade; ca - and; prati - each; padam - 
step; anu-kalam - every moment; hanta - alas!; sanwardhayan - keeps; 
gah - cows; tri-jagati - three worlds; nija - own; gotrani - name; 
sarthakam - meaningful; khydpayan - proclaiming; me - my; nija - 
own; nikata - nearby; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; govardhana - 
Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! You make your name (keeper of cows) 
meaningful by always providing land, water, grasses and 
the shade of your trees to the cows and thus you proclaim 
yourself in the three worlds! Please allow me to live close 


by you! 
Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 


Raghunatha ascertains how suitable the name of Govardhana is 
and prays to be allowed to live close to the Hill. At different 
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places Sri Giriraja has facilities were the cows are herded, 
where they can drink water, table-lands where they can rest, 
places where there is grass for them to graze and places where 
there are trees whose shades protect them from the heat and 
rain. Because he thus protects and maintains the cows the hill 
is justly called go (cows) vardhana (protector). When He was 
seven years old Lord Si Gopaladeva told Nanda and the 
Vrajavasis just that when they were about to worship Indra with 
a sacrifice and He made it clear to them that they should give 
that up and worship Govardhana Hill instead. 


na nah puro janapada 
na gramé na grha vayam 
vanaukasas tata nityam 
vana Saila nivasinah 
tasmad gavam brahmananam 
adres carabhyatam makhah 
ya indra-yaga-sambharas 
tair ayam sadhyata m makhah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.24.24-25): 


"We do not possess any cities, territories, villages, or even 
houses, O father! We are cowherders, therefore we are 
eternally forest- and mountain-dwellers! Let us therefore offer 
sacrifice to the cows, the brahmanas and the (Govardhana) 
Hill!" Sridhara Svami explains in his commentary on this 
Bhagavata-verse: asmakam yoga-ksema hetur vana sailadaya 
eveti bhavah "O father! The cows provide our livelihood, and 
this hill provides everything to them! Therefore he is our 
worshipable Godhead (instead of Indra)!" The cowherdmen 
floated in an ocean of topmost bliss when they heard these 
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reasonable words of Gopala and they gave up their traditional 
worship of Indra to turn to worship of Govardhana. As the 
cowherds commenced this the cows, that were their means of 
subsistence, filled all directions with an ecstatic tumult, and this 
increased the bliss of the cowherds unlimitedly. 


ananda janano ghoso mahan mudita gokulah 
turyaprandda ghosas ca vrsabhanam ca garjjitaih 
hamwvaravas ca vatsanam gopanam harsa vardhanah 


(Hari Varisam) 


"When the Govardhana piija commenced in Vraja a great 
ecstatic tumult arose in all directions and the cows went beside 
themselves of bliss. Transcendental sounds were heard, cows 
and bulls were bellowing, calves could be heard to moo in all 
directions and all the people of Vraja were submerged in an 
ocean of bliss." 

While Govardhana was worshipped the Lord Himself 
assumed the wonderful form of Sri Giriraja and offered boons, 
so the cowherds prayed for an increase in their number of cows. 
He also personally ordered them: 


sa uvaca tato gopan giri prabhavaya girih 
adya prabhrti cejyo"ham gosu ced asti vo daya 
aham vah prathamo devah sarva kamakarah subhah 
mama prabhavdc ca gavam ayutany-eva bhoksatha 
Sivas ca vo bhavisyami mad bhaktanam vane vane 
ramsye ca saha yusmabhir yatha divigatas tatha 
ye ceme prathita gopa nanda gopa purogamah 
evam pritah prayacchami gopanam vipulan dhanam 


(Hari Varisam) 
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With a voice as deep as the clouds the huge form of 
Govardhana told the cowherds: "If you are kind to your cows, 
then you should worship me from today on! I am your first 
worshipable deity and I can fulfill all your desires and arrange 
for your welfare! By my power you can enjoy the possession of 
many thousands of cows! You are my devotees and there is 
auspiciousness for my devotees in all the forests (in the form of 
ample grass, water etc. for the maintenance of the cows). 

I will play with you as I ramble with my associates in my 
transcendental abode! With love I will give ample wealth to all 
the renowned cowherds of Vraja, headed by Nanda Maharaja!" 

For this reason Sri Govardhana, who deserves his name, 
provides the cows with plenty of fragrant, soft, enjoyable and 
nutritious grass, which gives them wonderful strength, 
nourishment and satisfaction and which will increase their huge 
output of milk, making it smell like lotus flowers. 

This milk will please Sri Gopaladeva and thus the love of the 
cowherders for Gopala’s lotus feet will increase beyond 
description! Similarly, Govardhana quenches the thirst of the 
cows and cowherd boys with cool drinkable water from its 
brooks and cascades and provides them with places to rest and 
protection against rain and heat under the thick shade of his 
trees. Govardhana also expands the service of the cows through 
various means, like providing them tablelands where they can 
blissfully walk around or lie down to rest. In this way 
Govardhana Hill makes his name, meaning ‘protector and 
maintainer of cows, useful!’ 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! Please allow me to live 
close by you, so that I can become blessed with the vision of my 
beloved Sriman Madana Gopala-deva and His friends, who are 
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herding and protecting the cows there. Hence I say: nija nikata 
nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam." 


sthala jala tala ghasa vrksa-chaya dane; 
vardhana koroho tumi sada gabhi-gane 
tai govardhana nama anvartha tomara; 
ataeva tava pade prarthana amara 
sevara saubhagya tomara tri-jagate khydti; 
tomara nikate amaya dibe ki vasati? 
gocarane srt govinde kon subha ksane; 
niscaya paibo dekhd tuyd sanga gune 


"Because you maintain the cows with your land, water, grass 
and the shade of your trees you fully deserve the name 
Govardhana. Therefore I offer one prayer unto you. You are 
famous throughout the three worlds for your fortune of 
devotional service. Will you allow me to reside close to you? 
Then I would certainly be able to see Sri Govinda herding His 
cows at some blessed moment, on the strength of your 
association!" 


VERSE 7: 


surapati-krta-dirgha-drohato gostha-raksam 
tava nava-grha-riipasyantare kurvataiva 
agha-baka-ripunoccair datta-mana drutam me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


sura-pati - the king of demigods; krta - done; dirgha - long; 


drohatah - from enmity; gostha - Vraja; raksam - protection; tava - 
your; nava - new; grha - house; riipasya - of the form; antare - within; 
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kurvata - done; eva - surely; agha - Aghasura; baka - Bakasura; ripund 
- by the enemy; uccaih - greatly; datta - given; mana - honour; drutam 
- swiftly; me - my; nija - own; nikata - nearby; nivasam - residence; 
dehi - give; govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! Sri Krsna, the enemy of Aghasura and 
Bakasura, quickly gave you a lot of honour when He used 
you as a new house for the people of Vraja to live in, 
protecting them from the long lasting anger of the king 
of demigods, Indra. Please allow me to live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: How many hundreds of Sri 
Giriraja Govardhana’s glories become manifest in the heart of 
Sripada Raghunatha, which is permeated by visuddha sattva! 

Sri-Sii Giriraja is the unrivalled playground of the Original 
Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana! Hari dasa Varya, 
the unrivalled servant of Sri Hari (Govardhana), is always 
immersed in the mellows of service, providing all the 
paraphernalia for service at hand. 

When the Lord wants to accept service from a particular 
servant, although there are hundreds of other servants around 
and there are hundreds of other means through which He can 
be served, but still the Lord rejects them all, then that servant 
is truly blessed. Srila Govardhana is such an exclusive servant 
of Sri Krsna; this is ascertained in this verse. 

Sri Krsna killed the powerful demons Agha and Bakasura, for 
whom Indra and the other demigods were fearfully hiding 
behind the clouds without difficulty. He who casually could kill 
such powerful demons in the course of His childhood pastimes 
could easily have protected Vraja from the onslaught of the 
ordinary Indra through some other means. Therefore we can’t 
find any other reason for Him to have gone through such a lot 
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of trouble by carrying the Govardhana Hill for seven days and 
nights. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "He only did it to give great honour 
to Govardhana Hill. Giriraja obtained the great fortune and 
honour of having been held like an umbrella on the blue 
sapphire rod-like arm of the Original Personality of Godhead 
Vrajendra-Nandana. In this way he attained the greatest service 
and the greatest honour by protecting Sri Krsna’s beloved 
Gokula-vasis. Sri Ripa Gosvami has written: 


nila stambhojjvala ruci-bharair mandite bahu-dande 
chatra-cchayam dadhad agharipor labdha saptaha vasah 
dharapata glapita-manasam raksita gokulanam 
krsna-preyan prathayatu sada sarma govardhano nah 


(Stavamala) 


"May Giriraja Govardhana, who was beautifully held like an 
umbrella on Sri Krsna’s rod-like arm, which resembled a 
sapphire pillar endowed with dazzling luster, for seven days and 
nights, and who was thus fortunate enough to protect the 
people of Gokula, who had become very distressed because of 
being showered by Indra’s heavy rains, bestow all 
auspiciousness upon us!" 

While lifting Govardhana Hill, Sri Krsna made a new, large 
and enchanting home (for the people of Vraja) under the hill. 
In this connection it is written in the Vaisnava-Tosani-tika 
(commentary on Srimad Bhagavata by Srila Sanatana 
Gosvamipada) on the Bhagavata-verse ityuktvaikena hastena 
(10.25.19): 

tatra vraja kartrka darsana saukaryaya sri krsna-kartrka dharana 
saukaryaya sobha-visesaya ca idan kalpyate utthapana samaye lila- 
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saktyanukilyena parvata madhyadho-bhagat vicchidya 
kuttimayamano maha-sila samuccaya eko madhya gartye sthitah 
yam Sila samuccayam aruhya yam nimnam parvata madhya-desam 
$ri-hastena vistabhya ca sukhan dadhareti 

"When Krsna lifted Govardhana Hill with His left hand, the 
people of Vraja had a good opportunity to admire His lotus like 
face. On the ground under the hill was an elevated spot where 
Krsna could stand on, and on the bottom of the hill itself was a 
lower portion where Krsna held His finger (to hold the hill). 
Krsna was, after all, only seven years old and He was the 
smallest of His clan. If these spots had not been there, there 
wouldn’t have been any height for all the big cowherdmen to 
stand under the hill or to gaze at Krsna’s beauty for seven days 
and nights". 


In the Hari VarhSa, Krsna says: 


Sailotpatana bhiir esa mahati nirmita maya 
trailokyam apy usahate raksitum kim punar vrajam 


"There is enough place to protect all the three worlds under 
this Govardhana Hill I’m lifting, what to speak of just the 
people of Vraja?" 

There should not be any doubt or astonishment about this, 
because even one speck of dust from the Lord’s transcendental 
abode can contain all the innumerable mundane universes. The 
Garga-Sambhita describes how the Vrajavasis were protected 
from the vast showers of Indra’s devastating Samvartaka-clouds 
for seven days and nights: 


jalaugham agatan viksya bhagavams tad girer adhah; 


sudarsanan tatha sesam manasajnam cakara ha 
koti stirya prabham cadrer tirdhvam cakram sudarsanam; 
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dhara sampatam apibad agastya iva maithila 
adho‘dhas tad gireh sesah kundaltbhiitam asthitah; 
rurodha taj jalan dirghan yatha vela mahodadhim 
saptaham susthiras tasthau govardhana dharo harih; 
Sri krsnacandram pasyantas cakora iva te sthitah 


"Although Sri Krsna gave shelter to the Vrajavasis by holding 
Govardhana Hill with His left hand, Indra would not stop 
showering them. Thinking that the cowherds might become 
afraid that the huge streams of rainwater might inundate the 
cavity under Govardhana Hill where they were standing, Krsna 
mentally ordered His Sudarsana-chakra and the divine serpent 
Sesa to come. 

Invisible to others, the Sudarsgana-chakra hung over 
Govardhana Hill, shining like ten million suns and drinking the 
rainstreams just as Agastya Muni drank the water of all the 
seven oceans. Meanwhile the serpent Sesa formed a ring 
around the cavity under the hill where the Vrajavasis were 
hiding to stop the water from pouring in, just as a barrage stops 
the water of the ocean from inundating the towns and villages 
on the coast. Thus Hari stood steadily for seven days lifting 
Govardhana Hill while the Vrajavasis drank the nectar from His 
moon like face, like thirsty Cakora-birds". 

By Sri Krsna’s mere wish He could have stunned the hands 
of the thunderbolts and the showers of the clouds within a 
moment, but just to reveal the fortune of Giriraja Govardhana 
He made Indra continue his hostilities so that He had to lift the 
Hill singlehandedly for seven days and thus to also give the 
Vrajavasis the fortunate opportunity to relish the sweetness of 
this indescribable and amazing pastime of His for each moment 
of these seven days and nights. 
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Srimat Jiva Gosvami gives an indication of this indescribable 
pastime of Giridhari by writing: 


saptahar niga nirmita giribhrta ye ye vilasas tada 
tan kalpaih saha saptabhih kathayitum seso’pi nasesatah 
evam ced vacanair amums tricaturaih sac caturi varjitais 
tirnam varnitavan kavih svayam asau durbhiiya dodiyate 


(Gopala Campi) 


‘Even in seven kalpas (millennia) the thousand-headed Sesa 
could not finish His description of Giridhari’s pastime of lifting 
the Govardhana Hill for seven days! If any poet would try to 
describe it in just three or four stories, he would simply gain 
misery and infamy!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! Who will not desire to 
live close to a highly fortunate great devotee of Lord Hari like 
you? Therefore nija nikata nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam. 


agha-bakasura satru govinda apane; 
indrera jighamsa hoite vrajavasi-jane 
nava grha ripa tomara yei madhya-sthane; 
raksa lagi vasa dilo krame sata dine 
ei rape tava mana varddhana korilo; 
haridasa varya nama sarthaka hoilo 
ohe giriraja more tomara nikate; 
sthana diya dhanya koro yaci karapute 


"O Govardhana! Govinda, the enemy of Aghasura and 
Bakisura, gave shelter to the Vrajavasis for seven days in a new 
house that He made of you, just to protect them from Indra’s 
attacks. In this way He increased your fame and made you 
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deserve your name Haridasa Varya, the best of Hari’s servants. 
Ohe Giriraja! I pray to you with folded hands: Please bless me 
by giving me a place to live close by you. 


VERSE 8: 


giri-nrpa-hari-dasa-sreni-varyeti-nama- 
mrtam idam uditam sri-radhika-vaktra-candrat 
vraja-nava-tilakatve klpta-vedaih sphutam me 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


giri - of mountains; nrpa - king; hari dasa - servants of Lord Hari; 
Sreni - class; varya - the best; iti - thus; nama - name; amrtam - nectar; 
idam - this; uditam - appeared; sri radhika - Sit Radhika; vaktra - 
mouth; candrat - from the moon; vraja - of Vraja; nava - new; tilakatve 
- as the tilak marking; klrpta - made; vedaih - by the Vedas; sphutam 
- manifested; me - my; nija - own; nikata - nearby; nivdsam - 
residence; dehi -give; govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana, whose nectarean name of ‘best of Lord 
Hari’s servants’ emanated from Sri Radhika’s moon like 
mouth! You are the king of mountains and the Vedas 
desribe you as the new tilaka of Vraja. Please allow me 
to live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sripada 
Raghunatha revealed the great glories of Si Giriraja in which 
the Lord Himself gave him such a great honour to use him to 
protect the people of Vraja, and while ascertaining this he 
revealed his desire to live at the base of Sri Giriraja. 
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It is as if Sri Giriraja Govardhana says: "Ohe Raghunatha! 
You are the greatest scholar! Remember Sri Krsna’s statements 
in the Padma-Purana: panca yojanam evdsti vanam me deha 
rtipakam: 

"This Vrndavana which extends over forty miles is My body." 
Therefore your devotional desires will be fulfilled by living at 
any place in Vraja, which is the wish-yielding body of Sri Krsna! 
Why are you over-praising me by calling me ‘the best place of 
Vraja’?" 

Thinking about these words of Giriraja, Si Raghunatha dasa 
says: "O Giriraja! My praises are not exaggerated! Sti 
Varsabhanavi Radha Herself has called you ‘the best of Hari’s 
servants’ in the Srimad Bhagavatam, the crown jewel of all 
Puranas: 

hantayam adrir abala haridasa varyo 

yad rama krsna carana sparsa pramodat 
manam tanoti saha go ganayos tayor yat 
paniya siiyavasa kandara kanda miilaih 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.21.18) 


"O girls! This mountain is the best of Lord Hari’s servants 
and he feels very happy when Krsna and Balarama’s lotus feet 
touch him! He gives all honour to Them and Their cows by 
providing them with water for drinking, soft grass, caves and 
roots!" 

Srimad Bhagavata makes this statement in the venu-gita- 
chapter, which describes the gopis’ piirva-raga (falling in love), 
but Srimat Dasa Gosvami clearly states that the words uttered 
in this verse emanate from the moon like mouth of the crown 
jewel of all the gopis, Vrsabhanu-nandini. 
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Certainly the crown jewels of devotees like Dhruva, 
Prahlada, Narada, Vyasa and Sukadeva gave up everything to 
serve the Lord, but no other devotee but Govardhana could 
offer his own body to the Lord as His playground. That is why 
Sri Radha’s moon like mouth calls him ‘the best of Hari’s 
servants’. 

In Srimad Bhagavata there are a number of devotees called 
Hari das: king Yudhisthira, Uddhava and Govardhana. But of 
them Govardhana is the best for he offers Krsna and Balarama 
and Their dear most cows and cowherd boy friends fresh grass 
as soft sitting places, cool caves, fruits and roots for eating, the 
shade of his trees, the trees’ honey for drinking, mineral 
pigments for make-up, different flowers for garlands, caves 
with jewelled couches as sitting places and its shining rocks as 
jewelled lamps. 

He also shows all the signs of transcendental ecstatic love on 
his body, such as goose pimples by his erect grass, sweating by 
his moisture, tears by his cascades etc. 

When he is touched by the lotus feet of Balarama and Krsna, 
so in all respects he is the crown jewel of all of Lord Hari’s 
devotees! 

Sripada Raghunatha diisa says: "O Giriraja! Just as material 
nectar which trickles from the moon is enjoyable for the 
demigods, so the nectar of your glories as Hari’s greatest 
servant emanates from Sri Radha’s moon like mouth to be 
relished by the saintly devotees. (Previously, in Manah Siksa 
verse 11, Sripada has mentioned five kinds of nectar with which 
to serve Giriraja) 

O Giriraja! You told me that Krsna says in the Puranas that I 
should give up living close to you and that I should live in 
Vrndavana. We are Radhika’s maidservants, we can’t always 
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understand the tricky words of this crown jewel of cheaters 
(Krsna)! But our Isvari (Radha) is very honest and sincere! 

We have full faith in Her nectarean words (in the above-quoted 
Bhagavata verse). Moreover, She is our very life! We can also 
easily understand that Srimad Bhagavata, the crown jewel of all 
the Puranas, has much more authority than the other Puranas. 
And especially for those who wish to relish rasa, the association 
of Krsna’s rasika devotees is even more important than Krsna’s 
own association. The Bhagavata (3.7.19) says: 

ratir asau bhavet tivrah padayor vyasanardanah: "As a 
result of serving or associating with great souls, intense love for 
Sri Krsna’s lotus feet is attained." 

And Sri Ripa Gosvami says (in B.R.S.): rasikdsanga 
ranginam: "For one who wants to taste rasa, the association 
with rasika devotees is very blissful." 

That is why my ultimate desire is to live close by you. 

And I also say: "O Giripate! The Vedic scriptures say that you 
are the tilaka on Vraja-mandala’s forehead.” In the Garga 
Samhita, Narada Muni tells king Bahulasva of Mithila: 


govardhana giri rdjan sarva tirtha-varah smrtah 
orndavanam ca goloka mukuto’drih prapiijitah 
gopa-gopi gavam raksa pradah krsna priyo mahan 
purna brahmatapatram yas tasmat tirtha-varas ca kah 


"O King! Govardhana Hill is the best of all holy places! It is 
the crown of Vrndavana and Goloka and it is always protecting 
the cowherd boys, the gopis, and the cows. It is most dear to 


*! With 'new tilaka of Vraja', Dasa Gosvami means to say that 
Govardhana Hill is the best of holy places, ornamenting Vraja as one 
ornaments one's forehead with a mark of tilaka. 
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Krsna and it serves as an umbrella for the full brahman. What 
greater holy place could there be?" Therefore, O Giriraja! 
Please bless me by allowing me to live close by you! 


sri radhika nija sakhi sambodhana kore; 
candra-mukhe tomara guna kirtana ye kore 
hantayam adrir abala haridasa varya; 
haridasa gana madhye tumi sirodharya 
bhagavata padye tomara ei namamrta; 
prakasa koriya visva koilo apydyita 
tilaka svariipe tumi vrajera lalate; 
bhisita achaho sastra kohe akapate 
ohe giriraja! tumi maha-sakti-dhara; 
pada-deése dina jane vasa dana koro 


"O Govardhana! Sri Radhika glorifies you with Her moon like 
mouth when She tells Her girlfriend ‘hantayam adrir abala 
haridasa varya’: You are the crown jewel of all of Hari’s 
servants. 

Thus She revealed the nectar of your name to the world in 
this Bhagavata-verse. The scriptures boldly declare that you are 
the tilaka that decorates Vraja’s forehead. Ohe Giriraja! You are 
so powerful! Please give this fallen soul a place to stay at your 
base!" 
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VERSE 9: 


nija-jana-yuta-radha-krsna-maitrirasakta- 
vraja-nara-pasu-paksi-vrata-saukhyaika-datah 

aganita-karunatvadn mam uri-krtya tantam 

nija-nikata-nivasam dehi govardhana tvuam 


nija - own; jana - people; yuta - endowed; radha krsna maitrih - 
with friendship for Radha-Krsna; asakta - attached; vraja - of Vraja; 
nara - people; pasu - animals; paksi - birds; vrata - to the hosts; 
saukhya -happiness; eka - only; ddatah - donor; aganita - 
immeasurable; karunatvat - out of mercy; mddhuri - sweetness; krtya 
- doing; tantam - weary; nija - own; nikata - nearby; nivdsar - 
residence; dehi - give; govardhana - Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! You are the only giver of joy to the 
people, animals and birds of Vraja who are attached to 
the friendship of Radha and Krsna and Their groups (the 
gopis and gopas ). Please accept weary me out of your 
unlimited mercy and allow me to live close to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After proclaiming Govardhana 
to be haridasa-varya Sripada Raghunatha now mentions 
another characteristic of Govardhana. 

It is natural that the devotees of Hari, whose hearts and 
minds are filled with the service of the Lord, also develop great 
love, faith and friendship for other devotees of Hari. Therefore 
all the people, animals and birds of Vraja who are befriended 
with Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna and Their friends in Vraja have 
unlimited faith and love for Giriraja, who gives topmost bliss to 
them. 
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Those who whose hearts are lovingly attached to Sri-Sri 
Radha-Krsna perceive Their different confidential pastimes as 
soon as they see Haridasa-varya Giriraja. On the bank of Sri 
Radhakunda Their very wonderful and most confidential, long- 
lasting midday pastimes take place, and around Govardhana 
there are lonely places where the Dana-lild, the Rasa-lila and 
the boating pastimes can freely take place. 

Apart from that Giriraja bears all the hallmarks of these 
confidential pastimes, giving topmost bliss to the loving 
devotees of the Yugala Kisora. Srimat Ripa Gosvami wrote in 
his Stavamala: 


gandharvayah surata kalahoddamata vavaditkaih 
klanta srotrotpala valayibhih ksipta pitichavatamsaih 
kunjais talpopari pariluthad vaijayanti paritaih 
punydanga srth prathayatu sada sarma govardhano nah 


"May Govardhana Hill, in whose beautiful enchanting kuvijas 
the ear-decorating lotuses, the bangles made of lotus-stems and 
the peacock feather-crowns wilt and fall, where the Vaijayanti- 
flower garlands roll on the bed, revealing Sri Radha’s intense 
erotic battle, bestow all auspiciousness unto us!" 

The animals, birds and men who take shelter of Vraja-dhama 
are all naturally attached to Sri Radha-Krsna in love and 
friendship. All the cows that Sri Krsna herds are endowed with 
anatural motherly love for Him. The love of the cows and calves 
for Sri Krsna was described by the gopis themselves during 
their pirva-raga (falling-in-love) stage: 


gavas ca krsna mukha nirmita venugita 
piytisam uttabhita karnaputaih pibantyah 
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Savah snuta stana-payah kavalah sma tasthur 
govindam atmani drsasru kalah sprsantyah 


(Bhagavata 10.21.13) 


"The cows too, when they drink the nectar of Govinda’s flute 
song with the raised cups of their ears along with their calves 
which drink from their udders, embrace Him within their 
hearts and stand motionlessly before Him with tear filled eyes!" 
The cows are always kept and protected as Krsna’s personal 
pets and He cuddles them in a motherly mood. But even the 
more distant deer in the forest carry a great love for Krsna: 


dhanyah sma miidha matayo’pi harinya eta 
ya nanda-nandanam upatta vicitra vesam 
akarnya venu ranitam saha krsna-sarah 
pujam dadhur viracitam pranayavalokaih 


(Bhagavata 10.21.11) 


"Blessed are these foolish deer for when they hear the flute 
song of Nanda’s wonderfully dressed son, they come along with 
their husbands the black antelopes to worship Him with their 
loving glances!" 

Even the birds in Vraja are not ordinary birds - they are 
munis who carry natural love for Krsna. That is also described 
by the Vraja-devis: 


prayo batamba vihaga munayo vane’smin 
krsneksitam tad uditam kala venugitam 
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aruhya ye drumabhujan rucira prabalan 
Srivanty amilita drso vigatanya vacah 


(Bhagavata 10.21.14) 


"O mother!” All these birds here in the forest are sages who 
are rising on the trees which have fresh sprouts on their 
branches, listening to Krsna’s flute song and staring at Him with 
wide open eyes, forgetting all other words (such as the Vedas 
and Upanisads in which they are usually very learned)!" 

In the same way the male and female parrots in the trees 
wake Radha and Krsna up early in the morning, help Them to 
meet Each other at noontime, sing beautiful poems about Their 
love and forms and delight the Yugala with their rasika quarrels 
in the afternoon. The old she-monkey Kakkhati helps them out 
of Their complacent morning hang-over, etc. 

Because it is such a lovely place of solitude for the Yugala- 
pastimes, Govardhana Hill gives the greatest joy also to all these 
devoted animals and birds of Vraja, and because Giriraja gives 
the greatest happiness to the animals and_ birds Sripada 
Raghunatha covets a place to stay nearby him. 

It is as if Giriraja says: "Ohe Raghunatha Dasa! All you say is 
true! The greatest loving devotees are blessed by staying close 
by me, this is how I make them happy. But you don’t have such 
devotion, so how will you be able to attain a position close to 
me?" 

To this Sri Raghunatha answers: "What you say is true a 
thousand times! I am very fallen and I have no devotion nor am 


* Although there is no one in the assembly of parvaragavati 
Vrajasundaris who should have been addressed as mother, the address 
'O mother!' is easily used by an astonished woman. 
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I doing any bhajan, there is no doubt about that! But still I say, 
O Giriraja, you are the abode of boundless mercy, be merciful 
to this undevoted soul and bless me by allowing me to live close 
to youl!" 


nija jane vestita ye yugala kisora; 
tandera maitri rase yara sikta kalevara 
sei vraja nara pasu paksi sukha data; 
emana daydlu svabhava ara pabo kotha 
krpa kori mo adhame angikara kore; 
tomara nikate vasa dana koro more 


O Govardhana! Where can I find such merciful creatures as 
the delight-bestowing humans, animals and birds of Vraja, 
whose bodies are sprinkled with the nectar of friendship for the 
Yugala Kisora, Who are surrounded by Their own devotees? 
Please accept a fallen soul like me and allow me to reside close 
to you!" 


VERSE 10: 


nirupadhi-karunena sri-sacinandanena 
tvayi kapati-satho ‘pi tvat-priyenarpito ‘smi 
iti khalu mama yogyadyogyatam mam agrhnan 
nija-nikata-nivdsam dehi govardhana tvam 


nirupadhi - causeless; karunena - by mercy; sri §aci-nandanena - 
by Lord Caitanya; tvayi - in you; kapati - cheater; gathe - in a deceitful; 
api - even; tvat - you; priyena - by the dear; arpita - submitted; asmi 
- I am; iti -thus; khalu - surely; mama - my; yogya - suitable; 
ayogyatam - being unfit; tam - him; agrhnan - not considering; nija - 
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own; nikata - nearby; nivdsam - residence; dehi - give; govardhana - 
Govardhana; tvam - you. 


O Govardhana! Although I am _ hypocritical and 
deceitful I was submitted to you by your dear most and 
causelessly merciful Sri Sacinandana (Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu). Therefore do not consider whether I am 
qualified or not but accept me and allow me to live close 
to you! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sri 
Giriraja said: "Can a person with the devotion like Raghunatha 
dasa attain that which the great devotees attain? 

It is as if those words are still ringing in the ears of 
Raghunatha Dasa, who is a mine of humility. It is as if Giriraja 
is still saying: "O Raghunatha! Greatly pious people are so 
fortunate that they can reside within my vicinity. What kind of 
pious merit do you have that you desire to live close to me?" 

Sripada Raghunatha is absorbed in thinking: "Throughout 
my life I have never performed any pious acts through which I 
could attain residence nearby Govardhana Hill!" 

Absence of satiation is the nature of prema: 


premera svabhava - yaha premera sambandha; 
se-i mane krsne mora nahi prema gandha 


(C.C. Antya 20) 


"It is the nature of prema that the lover thinks ‘I don’t even 
have a whiff of love for Krsna!"" 
Sri Raghunatha dasa floats on an ocean of humility and the 


darkness of his despair becomes even deeper. Then at once his 


~ 395 ~ 


$1-S17 Govardhana Vasa Prarthana Dagakam Stavavali 


heart is illuminated by the light of hope when he remembers 
the causelessly merciful Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and in this 
light he speaks this verse. 

Humbly and regretfully Sripada says: "O Giriraja! I am very 
crooked and deceitful! I show a lot of devotion on the outside, 
but I don’t really have any devotion in my heart. Publicly I 
speak very sweet words, but privately I speak very negatively. 
You know very well how unqualified I am, but you also know 
that the merciful Sri Sacinandana has submitted me to your 
lotus feet!" Sri Caitanya Caritamrta (Antya 6, 306-308) 
beautifully describes how Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu granted 
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami a place near Govardhana Hill, being 
pleased with his devotion and renunciation: 


raghunatha sei sila mala yabe paila; 
gosdira abhipraya ei bhavana korila 
sila diya more samarpila govardhane; 
gunja mala diya dila radhika carane 
anande raghundathera bahya vismarana; 
kaya mane sevilena gauraiga carana 


"When Lord Caitanya gave him His rock from Govardhana 
Hill and His string of sacred gufijd-beads, Raghunatha thought 
about the Lord’s purpose of this as follows: 'The Lord has 
entrusted me to Govardhana Hill by giving me this rock 
and He placed me at the lotus feet of Sri Radhika by giving me 
this string of gufija-beads!" Raghunatha dasa was beside himself 
of ecstasy and served Lord Gauranga’s lotus feet with body and 
mind". 

Sri Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! Although I am very 
deceitful and crooked, the causelessly merciful Lord 
Sacinandana has submitted me to you, so don’t consider my 
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qualifications and allow me to live close to you! After all, the 
Lord is very dear to you. Forget about my lack of qualifications 
and remember my relationship with the Lord and give me the 
mercy! It is also natural that the qualities (of compassion) of the 
Lord are also present within his beloved servant." 

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has described how the Lord 
bestows His causeless mercy on all kinds of unqualified 
persons: 


patrapatra vicaranam na kurute na svam param viksyate 

deyadeya vimarsako na hi na va kala pratiksah prabhuh 
sadyo yah sravaneksana pranamana dhyandadina durlabham 
datte bhakti-rasam sa eva bhagavan gaurah param me gatih 


(Caitanya Candramrtam 77) 


"This Lord Gaurasundara, Who makes no distinction 
between who is qualified and who is unqualified, what is his 
own and is of others, what is to be given and not to be given or 
what is the proper or improper time when He bestows bhakti- 
rasa, which is very hard to attain even through ardent 
meditation, hearing, seeing or offering obeisances, He is my 
only shelter!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "O Giriraja! Remembering the 
great munificence of the Lord, please follow the Lord’s path of 
compassion, since you are so dear to Him and bless me by 
allowing me to reside close to your lotus feet." 


yogydyogya patrapatra tomara nikate; 
yadi pade vasa dana e vicara ghate 

se vicara koro na he amara sambandhe; 
ho'le-o kutila kapata patati pasande 
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tava atisaya priya §ri Sacinandana; 
nirupadhi prema data patita pavana 
tinho samarpilo more tomara padete; 
avicare grahana koro kandla patite 
ei deho samarpilum ohe giriraja; 
sthana dado pade prema bhaktira maharaja 


"If you discriminate between who is qualified and 
unqualified to live close to you, then please don’t practice such 
distinction with me, because the causeless bestower of prema 
and saviour of the fallen, your dear most Sri Sacinandana, has 
offered me to your lotus feet, although I am a crooked and 
mischievous atheist. 

O Giriraja! Please accept this fallen beggar without making 
any distinction! O great king of loving devotion! I have offered 
my body unto you! Please give me a place to stay with you!" 


BENEDICTION: 


rasada-dasakam asya srila-govardhanasya 
ksitidhara-kula-bhartur yah prayatnad adhite 
sa sapadi sukhade ‘smin vdsam dsddya saksac 
chubada-yugala-sevd-ratnam apnoti tirnam 


rasada - giving spiritual flavours; dasakam - ten prayers; asya - this; 
Srila govardhanasya - of beautiful Govardhana; ksitidhara - mountain; 
kula - group; bhartuh - Lord; yah - who; prayatnat - carefully; adhite 
- recites; sa - he; sapadi - suddenly; sukhade - giving bliss; asmin - in 
this; vdsam - residence; dsddya - attains; saksat - directly; subhada - 
bestowing auspiciousness; yugala - of the Divine Couple; seva - 
service; ratnam -jewel; Gpnoti - attains; tirnam - swiftly. 
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Anyone who carefully recites these ten prayers which 
bestow spiritual flavours and which praise the king of 
mountains, beautiful Govardhana, will soon attain a 
place to live close to him, thereby giving him great joy. 
Surely he will obtain the precious jewel of the auspicious 
loving service to the Divine youthful Couple Sri-Sri 
Radha-Krsna! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha pronounces the phala-sruti (final benediction) of 
his Govardhana-Vasa-Prarthana-Dasgaka. 

Govardhana is the king of all mountains. What to speak of 
other mountains, Sri Giriraja Govardhana exceeds even the 
most sacred mountains here on earth. 

In the Garga Sarhhita it is written: 


girirajo hareh ripam sriman govardhano girih; 
tasya darsana matrena naro yati krtarthatam 
gandha madana yatrayan yat phalam labhate narah; 
tasmat koti gunam punyam girirdjasya darsane 
panca varsa sahasrani kedare yat tapah phalam; 
tac ca govardhane vipra ksanena labhate narah 
malayadrau svarna-bhara danasyapi ca yat phalam; 
tasmat koti gunam punyam giriraje hi masikam 
rsyamtikasya sahyasya tatha deva gire punah; 
yatrayam labhate punyam samastaya bhuvah phalam 
girirdjasya yatrayam tasmat koti gunam phalam; 
giriraja sama tirtham na bhitan na bhavisyati 


"Giriraja is another direct form of Sri Hari. Simply by seeing 
Govardhana all living beings will be blessed. The mere view of 
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Govardhana is ten million times more meritorious than 
circumambulating the Gandhamadana-mountain. 

Staying near Govardhana Hill for just a moment is ten 
million times more meritorious than practicing penances on the 
Kedara-mountain for five thousand years. 

Residing near the base of Govardhana Hill for one month is 
ten million times more meritorious than donating loads of gold 
at the Malayan mountain and circumambulating Govardhana 
Hill is ten million times more meritorious than 
circumambulating the whole world, along with Rsyamiika- 
parvata, Deva-giri and Sahya-giri. There is no holy place equal 
to Govardhana and there never will be." 

From this statement we can easily understand that 
Govardhana is the king of all mountains. The culmination of all 
religious activities is attainment of devotion to the lotus feet of 
Sri Govinda. 

svanusthitasya dharmasya samsiddhir hari tosanam (Bhag.) 
"The perfection of all religious ceremonies is reached by 
satisfying Lord Hari." 

Sri Giriraja is called here rasada or the bestower of 
transcendental mellows. This is the greatest fruit of seeing 
Govardhana Hill, offering obeisances to him, serving him or 
circumambulating him. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Those who carefully recite these 
ten prayers to Sri Giriraja, govardhana vasa prarthana 
dasakam, will quickly be blessed with a residence near 
Govardhana Hill, where they can most blissfully hear and chant 
about Radha and Krsna with the local mahdtmas and nicely 
relish the mellows of devotion with them. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvami has written: sajdtiyasayd snigdhe 
sddhoh sangah svato-vare. 


~ 400 ~ 


$11-S17 Govardhana Vasa Prarthana Dagakam Stavavali 


"Those who are eager to advance in sddhana-bhajana and 
who want to enhance their relish of devotional mellows should 
associate with devotees who are endowed with similar 
devotional aspirations, who have a pleasant nature and who are 
more advanced than oneself." 

Here the word sajdtiydsaya ascertains that by associating 
with such devotees one will advance in bhajan and one will be 
able to enhance one’s relish of devotional mellows. The word 
svato-vare shows that by associating with mahd-bhdgavatas the 
flavours of devotion will awaken. 

Therefore as a result of reciting this “Govardhana-Vasa 
Prarthana-Dasakam’ the s@dhaka will become able to eternally 
reside at the base of blissful Giriraja and he will become blessed 
by attaining the most auspicious jewel of Sri Radha-Krsna by 
Their grace. This is the merciful blessing of Sripada 
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami on the sddhakas of this world. 


bhidhara kulera guru govardhana pade; 
dasa sloka viracana svadu pade pade 
yini ati yatna kore kore adhyayane; 
ati Sighra vasa paya giri govardhane 
vraje radha-krsna sevd amiilya ratana; 
sei sevd dena tare giri govardhana 
dasa raghunatha bosi radhakunda tire; 
dasa sloke maha-ratna korila pracare 
sei divya slokavalira kori anuvada; 
lobhe haripade sevaya mage anuraga 


"Anyone who carefully recites these ten verses which glorify 


Govardhana, the guru of all mountains, and which are 
relishable at every step, will very quickly attain residence at 
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Govardhana, and Giri Govardhana will give such a devotee the 
valuable jewel of service to Radha and Krsna in Vraja. 

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami sits on the bank of Sri 
Radhakunda and writes these ten great jewel like verses and 
Haripada dasa translated these divine verses (into Bengali), 
being passionately eager for devotional service." 


Thus ends Srila Raghuniatha dasa Gosvami’s 
‘Govardhana Vasa Prarthana Dasakam’ 


Translated in 1986- 1995 by Advaita dasa. 
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Sri-Sri Radhakundastakam 


Eight prayers to Sri Radhakunda 


VERSE 1: 


vorsabha-danuja-nasan narma-dharmokti-rangair 
nikhila-nija-sakhibhir yat sva-hastena pirnam 
prakatitam api vrndadranya-rajnad pramodais 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


orsabha - bull; danuja - demon; nasat - from destruction; narma - 
joke; dharma - religious; ukti -words; raigaih - with pastimes; nikhila 
- complete; nija - own; sakhibhih - with girlfriends; yat -what; sva - 
own; hastena - with the hand; pirnam - filled; prakatitam - revealed; 
api - even; urndaranya - of Vindavana; rajna - by the king; pramodaih 
- with pleasures; tad - that; ati - very; surabhi - fragrant or beautiful; 
radhakundam - Radhakunda; eva - certainly; arayah - shelter; me - 
my. 


That very dear, beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, 
which appeared after a joking quarrel about piety 
between Radha and Krsna after the killing of the Arista 
bull demon, and which was joyfully revealed and filled 
up by Sri Radha’s own hand with the assistence of Her 
girlfriends —this Radhakunda is my only shelter! 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the preceding ‘Sri 
Govardhanasraya-dasakam’ Sripada Raghunatha discussed the 
importance of taking shelter of Govardhana and in his ‘Sri 
Govardhana-vasa-Prarthana-dasakam’ he prayed for living at 
the base of Govardhana. 

Although there are many holy lakes and ponds around 
Govardhana Hill, S11 Dasa Gosvami is mostly attached to Sri 
Radhakunda, because Radhakunda’s glories equal Sri Radha’s 
glories. kundera mahima yeno radhara mahima (C.C.). 

Particularly the desire to serve Sri Radha awoke within the 
heart of Sri Raghunatha when he first saw the kunda. In Vilapa 
Kusumaijali (15) he has written: 


yada tava sarovaram sarasa bhrigasanghollasat 
saroruhakulojjvalan madhura vari samptiritam 
sphutat sarasijaksi he nayana yugma saksad vabhau 
tadaiva mama lalasdjani tavaiva dasye rase 


"O Blooming lotus-eyed girl (Radhe)! When my eyes directly 
saw Your pond (Radhakunda), which is filled with sweet water 
and lotus flowers surrounded by blissfully humming bees, then 
I really got the desire to taste the nectar of Your service!" 

Hence Sri Raghunatha glorifies Sri Radhakunda in this 
Radhakundastakam because he desires to live on its banks. 

In this verse he describes the appearance of Sri Radhakunda, 
which is also praised as vraja-mukuta-mani, the crown jewel of 
all holy places of Vraja. 

Although Sri Radhakunda and Syamakunda are manifest 
from beginningless time during Krsna’s manifest pastimes on 


*° See the Parimala Kana-comment on Vilapa Kusumaiijali, verse 15, 
by Srila Ananta dasa Babaji. 
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earth, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis used a 
humorous pastime to reveal the kundas. In the Adi-Varaha- 
Purana, Govardhana-Parikrama-Prasanga, it is thus described: 


gangayas cottaran gatud deva devasya cakrinah; 
aristena samam yatra mahad yuddham pravartitam 
ghatayitvd tatas tasminn aristam vrsariipinam; 
kopena parsni-ghatena mahyas tirtham prakalpitam 
orsabhasya vadho jreya atmanah suddhim icchata; 
sndatas tatra tada krsno vrsam hatvd sagopakah 
vipapma radhamn provaca katham bhadre bhavisyasi; 
orsa hato maya cayam aristah papa sticakah 
tatra radha samaslisya krsnam aklista karinam; 
sva namnd4 viditam kundam krtam tirtham adiratah 
radhakundam iti khydtam sarva papaharam subham 


"On the northern side of Manasa Ganga, the God of Gods 
Who carries a disc (Visnu or Krsna) began a fierce fight with 
Aristasura. Then, to atone for the sin of killing a bull, the Lord 
angrily struck the ground with His left heel and revealed a great 
holy tank (Syamakunda) in which He bathed for purification 
along with His cowherd boyfriends. (According to the Hari 
Varnsa, Krsna then entered the gostha (meadows) with His 
friends for an hour or so, after which He called $17 Radha and 
the gopis for a Rasa-dance with His all-attractive flute playing) 

Then He said: "Bhadre! (beautiful, auspicious Radhe) Now I 
am purified from the sin of killing a bull, how will You get 
purified now (the whole area is, after all, polluted by the sin I 
committed and everyone must share my karma for it!)? 

Then Radha embraced Krsna, the remover of all distress 
Who can easily perform difficult tasks like destroying demons, 
and made a lake which was named after Her on the west of 
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Syama’s kunda. This auspicious lake destroying all sins, is 
known as Sri Radhakunda." 

How Sri Radhakunda appeared is also elaborately described 
by parama-surasika-kavi Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada in his 
Sarartha Darsini-commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam, verse 
10.36.15, ‘evam kakudminanv’. 

Here he quotes twenty verses from the Puranas describing 
the humorous pastimes surrounding the advent of Sri 
Radhakunda and Sri Syamakunda. The essence of this story is 
written down here.™* 

After Krsna had killed the demon named Aristasura, who had 
assumed the form of a bull, Sri Radharani and Her girlfriends 
blamed Him for killing a bull and told Him that He could only 
get purified from this sin by bathing in all the holy waters if He 
ever wanted to gain qualification to touch the gopis again! 

Hearing their words Krsna forcefully struck the ground with 
His left heel and thus made the water of the Bhogavati Ganga 
appear from the Patala-region. Like this Krsna invoked all the 
holy waters and thus revealed Sri Syamakunda. 

He bathed in the water of this kunda and then told all the 
holy waters of the world to appear within it. The gopis did not 
believe Him, though and therefore by Krsna’s wish, all the holy 
waters assumed visible forms and thus introduced themselves. 

Krsna then jokingly told the gopis that He had revealed such 
an enormous holy place, but that they were bereft of all 
religiosity and pious merit. Hearing these joking challenges of 
Krsna Srimati Radharani wanted to reveal another beautiful 
kunda, and, seeing a huge cavity created by the hooves of the 
bull on the western side of Syamakunda, She began to dig out 


4 The original verses with their comments can be read in Srila Ananta 
dasa Babajt's booklet 'Sri-Sri Radhakundera Mahima O Aitihya'. 
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the earth there with Her own hands assisted by Her girlfriends. 

Within 48 minutes She had dug out a beautiful lake of Her 
own. In this way Sri Radhakunda advented itself. Then Krsna 
wanted to fill up Radhakunda with all the holy waters which had 
filled up Syamakunda, but Radharani refused, saying that the 
water of Syamakunda, in which Syamasundara had bathed, was 
now stained by His sin of killing a bull and that Her creation of 
Radhakunda would thus become useless. 

So She went with Her sakhis to the pure Manasa-Ganiga lake 
and filled up Her own kunda with its water. Then, on Sri 
Krsna’s indication, all the holy waters of Syamakunda arose and 
offered choice praises and obeisances unto Sri Radhika. Being 
satisfied with these praises Radharani gave them permission to 
enter into Her kunda, so they broke the dam which existed 
between the kundas and forcefully entered into Sri 
Radhakunda, thereby filling it up. 

In this kunda Sri Radha and Krsna eternally play Their 
watersports. Sri Radhakunda is even more glorious than 
Syamakunda and in this lake Radha and Krsna always play Their 
midday-pastimes. 

Hearing about the appearance of Radhakunda, Bhagavati 
(the holy mother) Paurnamasi ecstatically called Vrndadevi (the 
presiding goddess of the Vraja-forests) and told her to plant 
various trees and vines on all four banks of the kundas. 
According to her own wish, Vrndadevi also had different 
jewelled and pearly ghdtas (bathing places) built which were 
suitable for Radha and Krsna’s pastimes, with stairs leading 
down to the kunda. 

She arranged for beautiful kufijas to be laid out with different 
kinds of trees, vines and flowers. On both sides of the Ghata she 
had charming, wish-yielding kalpaurksa-trees planted. Singing 
male and female parrots, pigeons, cuckoos and peacocks are 
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always sitting on the branches of these trees and the kuiijas are 
filled with golden, yellow, green, red, blue and white lotus 
flowers. 

On all four sides of the kunda are the enchanting arbours of 
Lalita, Visakha and the other sakhis. This Sri Radhakunda is the 
place where Sri-Sri_ Radha-Madhava have Their most 
confidential, eternal midday-pastimes. 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami says: "May this very fragrant 
and beautiful Radhakunda be my only shelter." 


srt nandanandana saha mati raga rase; 
radha nija kundavara karila prakase 
orsdsura vinasante parihasa chale; 
sakhi saha radha khanana kori nija kare 
prakatita koriyache yei sarovara; 
atisaya ramaniya mano mugdhakara 
sei radhakunda mora ekanta asraya; 
hauk ei prarthana koriye niscoya 


"May that Radhakunda, where Sri Nanda-Nandana blissfully 
revealed the greatest of holy tanks with Radha, joking with Her 
after killing the Aristasura, which was dug out by hand by Radha 
and Her sakhis and which is the most mind-enchanting place 
in existence, be my only shelter. Therein lies my ardent prayer!" 
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VERSE 2: 


vraja-bhuvi mura-satroh preyasinam nikamair 
asulabham api tirnam prema-kalpa-drumam tam 
janayati hrdi bhiimau snatur uccair priyam yat 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 
vrajabhuvi - Vraja; murasatroh - of Krsna; preyasinam - of the dear 
girls; nikamaih - by desires; asulabham - hard to obtain; api - even; 
tiirnam - swiftly; prema - of love of God; kalpadrumam - desire tree; 
tvam - you; janayati - generates; hrdi - heart; bhiimau - in the ground; 
snatuh - of a bather; uccaih - greatly; priyam - dear; yat - which; tat - 
that; ati - very; surabhi - fragrant, beautiful; radhakundam - 
Radhakunda; eva - only; asrayah - shelter; me - my. 


That very fragrant, dear and beautiful Radhakunda, 
which instantly makes a desire tree of prema (love of 
God) sprout in the heart-land of anyone who bathes 
there, although this is very difficult to attain even for 
Krsna’s beloveds in Vrajabhumi - this Radhakunda is my 
only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Srila Raghunatha 
dasa Gosvami explains more confidential truths about Sri 
Radhakunda, saying: "The desire tree of prema of anyone who 
bathes there grows here ". 

One may ask here: "How can that supreme goal which is only 
attained after a long time of devotional practice be suddenly 
attained just by bathing in Radhakunda?" The answer is: 
Radhakunda’s glories are said to be equal to Radharani’s 
glories. That love which is normally only attained after a long 
time of practice (s@dhya vastu sadhana vind keho nahi pay, no 
one can attain the goal without practicing, C.C.) is attained 
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simply by seeing Srimati Radharani, even without performing 
any sadhana. This is the special feature of Radharani which 
even Svayam Bhagavan Sri Vrajendra-Nandana (Krsna) does 
not have! 

Srimat Sanatana Gosvami has written in his Brhad 
Bhagavatamrta (2.5.233) s@ radhika bhagavati kvacid iksyate 
cet prema tad anubhavam rechati miirtiman sah 

"Anyone who somehow sees the supreme Goddess Radhika 
will experience prema in its real form". Therefore it is no 
wonder that a single bath in Radhakunda causes the tree of 
prema to sprout in the field of one’s heart. 

One may now ask: "But I see thousands of men and women 
taking bath in Radhakunda every year! Why don’t I see at least 
one of them getting prema at once then? How can I establish 
my faith in these statements of the great self-realized souls?" 

To this the answer of the Mahajanas will be: "Wherever the 
scriptures and the saints proclaim such miraculous and 
inconceivable results, it must be understood to refer to 
offenseless practitioners. Only an offenseless soul who bathes 
in Radhakunda will attain love of God, otherwise this would 
actually be visible on anyone who bathes there. 

Such offenseless persons are very rare and the fruits of such 
a benediction are not visible to our eyes so soon. There is no 
reason to doubt these glorifications. But even an offensive 
person who bathes in Radhakunda can get rid of his offensive 
attitude and attain this supreme goal by patiently bathing in 
Radhakunda again and again. This is the realized conclusion of 
the scriptures and the great saints." 

Someone may also think: "The whole of Vraja-mandala has 
the power to give love of God to its pilgrims for the Padma 
Purana states ‘dinam ekami nivasena harau bhaktir prajayate’ 

"Simply by staying in the Mathura-district for one day one 


~ 410 ~ 


Sri-Sri Radhakundastakam Stavavali 


will attain devotion to Lord Hari." What is then so special about 
bathing in Radhakunda? 

The answer to this is: "Love for Krsna is greater than love for 
any other form of God, because Krsna is the Original 
Personality of Godhead. The pure and intimate love of the 
ragatmikd-vrajavdasis is far greater than the reverential 
devotion of the inhabitants of Dvaraka and Mathura. to Lord 
Hari 

On top of that, as the text says, the prema-kalpadruma 
(desire tree of love) attained by bathing in Radhakunda is not 
only unattainable by aisvarya devotees or by those who worship 
Krsna in the mood of a servant, friend, or parent, but it is even 
hard to attain by Krsna’s own madhura-bhavamayi girlfriends. 

It is well known that the amorous mellow is superior to the 
fraternal and servitude-mellow. 


dasya sakhya, vatsalya, ara srigara; 
cari bhavera caturvidha bhaktai adhara 
nija nija bhava sabe srestha kori mane; 

nija bhave kore krsna sukha adsvadane 

tatastha hoiya mone vicara yadi kori; 
saba rasa hoite srngara adhika madhuri 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi 4) 


"There are four kinds of feelings devotees can have for the 
Lord: servitude, fraternal love, parental love and amorous love. 
Everyone considers his own feeling to be the best and most 
fulfilling and through these feelings he makes Krsna relish 
happiness according to the quantity and quality of his love. 
But if a rasika considers things from a neutral point of view, 
considering the superiority and inferiority of the different 
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ingredients of relish, such as vibhavas”, anubhavas”’, sattvika 
bhavas™’ and vyabhicari-bhavas”’, then we will see that the 
amorous love has the sweetest taste and it is the most 
astonishing." 

The crown jewel of all these madhura-rasa-nayikds, (gopis) 
is Vrsabhanu’s princess Sri Radharani. Her astonishing 
madana-rasa gives the greatest and indeed complete relish to 
Krsna and She has mercifully infused this sweet rasa in Her 
surrendered girlfriends and maidservants too. 

Therefore in the kingdom of ecstatic love the relish of the 
sakhis and majijaris reigns supreme. Still, the maidservants 
taste even more rasa than the sakhis. It is their prema which is 
hard to attain even for Krsna’s beloveds (the sakhis), but which 
is sown in the heart of someone who faithfully and offenselessly 
bathes in Sri Radhakunda! 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "May my dear most and most 
desired Sri Radhakunda be my shelter!" 


nitya snana kore yihon sri radhakundete; 
krsna prema kalpaorksa tara hrdayete 
pradurbhiita hoy sighra kundera prabhave; 
vraje vraja ramadera-o yaha to durlabhe 
yei radhakunda hoy atisaya priya; 
sei sarovara mora ekanta asraya 


"The wish-yielding tree of love for Krsna swiftly grows in the 
heart of anyone who always bathes in Sri Radhakunda. Such is 


5 Cause of an emotion. 
*° Consequent emotion. 
*" Existential ecstasies, like goose pimples, tears, shivering and inertia. 
°5 Adulterated ecstasies. 
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the prowess of the kunda! That dear most Radhakunda which 
is hard to attain even by the Vraja-gopis, is my only shelter!" 


VERSE 3: 


agha-ripur api yatnad atra devyah prasdda- 
prasara-krta-kataksa-prapti-kamah prakamam 

anusarati yad ucaaih snana-sevanubandhais 

tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


agharipu - Krsna; api - even; yatndat - carefully; yatra - where; 
devyah - of a goddess; prasdda -mercy; prasara - manifestation; krta 
- done; kataksa - glance; prapti - attainment; kamah - desire; 
prakamam - voluntary; anusarati - follows; yad - which; uccaih - 
greatly; snana - bathing; sevd -service; anubandhaih - expert; tat - that; 
ati - very; surabhi - fragrant, beautiful; ra@dhakundam - Radhakunda; 
eva - only; asrayah - shelter; me - my. 


That very dear, beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, 
where even Krsna, the enemy of Aghasura, eagerly and 
carefully bathes and renders submissive and expert 
devotional service, thereby desiring to obtain the 
merciful glance of goddess Radhika - this Radhakunda is 
my only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Srila Dasa Gosvami is the 
embodiment of Sri Radhakunda’s mercy and therefore he is 
always aware of the kunda’s glories. For the sake of all the 
devotees who take shelter of Radharani’s lotus feet he reveals 
all the confidential truths about Radhakunda in _ this 
Radhakundastakam. 
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In the previous verse it was explained that the wish yielding 
tree of manjari-bhdva sprouts in the hearts of those who simply 
bathe in Radhakunda. In this verse it is shown that not only the 
neophyte-devotees but even Vrajendra-Nandana, the original 
Personality of Godhead, has His greatest desires fulfilled here 
by Sri Radha’s grace. 

This verse describes the sweet memory of a vision attained 
one day. Once Sripada Raghunatha falls on the bank of 
Radhakunda, weeping out of separation from Sri Radharani. 
His life-airs reach up to his throat due to his strong feelings of 
love-in-separation. Suddenly he sees a sweet pastime before 
him. Absorbed in his mafijari-svariipa he sees the sweet 
meeting of Sri-Sri-Radha-Madhava on the bank of the kunda. 
The Sri Yugala sits down in a beautiful kwija on a jewelled 
throne faced by Their girlfriends like Lalita and Visakha, 
illuminating the bower house with Their blue and golden auras. 
Many wave-like jokes well up in the ocean of Their conversation 
and maidservants are around everywhere, absorbed in their 
service. 

Sri Raghunatha dasa, in his transcendental identity as Tulasi 
Maiijari, serves the Divine Couple by fanning Them. Everyone 
is immersed in boundless bliss. Then one very amazing wave 
wells up in this ocean of divine ecstasy: Srimati sees Her own 
golden lustre reflected in Syama’s shining emerald-coloured 
bluish chest and She becomes angry with Him, taking this lustre 
to be one of Her rival gopis. 


rasavati rai rasikavara thama; 
syama tanu mukure herai anupama 
nija pratibimba syama ange heri; 
rokhe kohoto dhani anana pheri 
nagara eto kiye cancala bheli; 
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hamari samukhe koru dna saie keli 
eto kohi rai korolo tahi mana; 
ana thame cololi upekhiya kana 
sahacarigana taba kotoye bujhaya; 
uddhava dasa minati koru pay 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Rasavati Rai looked in the peerless mirror of the body of 
Syama, the greatest Rasika. Seeing Her own reflection there 
Dhani” became angry and turned Her face away from Him, 
saying: ‘Nagara!*” You've become so naughty that You're 
enjoying with another girl right in front of us!’ Seeing that Rai 
was angry Krsna went somewhere else, thus leaving and 
ignoring Her. Now the sakhis have quite some explaining to do 
to Rai! Uddhava dasa thus humbly prays at Sri Radha’s lotus 
feet.” 

Before coming to Radhakunda, Radha had heard that 
Candravali’s girlfriend Syamala had met Syamasundara on the 
bank of Kusuma-Sarovara (close to Radhakunda) and had told 
Him where He could meet Candravali, and now, seeing Her 
own reflection in His body, Radhika anxiously presumed that 
Krsna had actually met her. "Oh! Syama is playing with 
Candravali on His lap right before Me! Who can tolerate that?" 

She went to another cottage near Radhakunda, covered Her 
head with Her veil and proudly turned Her back on Krsna! Her 
girlfriends tried to convince Her of Krsna’s innocence, but in 
vain! 


°° Fortunate Radha. 
°° Lover, lit. 'man about town’. 
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sundari! janalum tuya daira bhana 
hari ura mukure, heri nija cahari, 
tahe sautini kori mana 


"O Beautiful girl! We know that You are mistaking! You’ve 
seen Your own reflection in Hari’s mirror-like chest and You 
take it to be one of Your rivals!" 


kanana kujije, kusuma Sara jarajara, 
vayana heri puna tori. 
bhagye milalo puna, tohe kamala mukhi, 
rokhe cololi mukha modi 


"We see Your face now in this kufija-forest tormented by 
Cupid’s floral arrows! O lotus faced girl! Fortunately You have 
met Him again, but now You are angrily turning Your face away 
from Him!" 


koto koto mugadhi, — aiche bhelo vatichita, 
hari puna tahe na lagi. 
tuhum punavati tohe, — yohi mandaoto, 
ki kohobo tohari sohagi. 


"How many young girls aren't there, all deprived of Hari’s 
love! He doesn’t care about them! But You are such a fortunate 
girl! Who can describe Your fortune in love?" 


to vinu sutalo, sttala bhitale, 
diratara viraha hutase 
tuya koro sarasa, parase rijhdoha 
tohe koho govinda dasa 
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"When He is deprived of Your love He sleeps on the cold 
floor, but He doesn’t feel cold at all for He’s burning in the fire 
of separation from You! Please soothe Him once more with 
Your blessed touch, Govinda Dasa says to You!" 

But Srimati’s mana did not subside because of the sakhis’ 
canvassing words. When She heard their words She thought 
that they were all engaged by Krsna in pacifying Her with false 
and crooked words. 

As a princess, She gave up Her honour, Her family 
reputation and Her shame and She went through different 
kinds of bodily suffering to come out of Her house to see this 
boy, and now He enjoys with one of Her rivals on His lap right 
before Her? This agony is intolerable! 

When the sakhis saw that Srimati could not be pacified, they 
went to Krsna and urged Him to personally apologize to Her 
lotus feet. He went to Her and tried His best: 


yahan sakhigana, — saba rai bujhayato, 
turite dolo taha kana. 

heraite kamala vayani, dhant manint 
avanata korolo vayana 


"The sakhis all tried to explain to Rai the truth of the matter 
when Krsna quickly arrived there. Seeing Him, lotus faced 
Dhani-Manini lowered Her face." 


heraite nadgara, —_ gadagada antara, 
mana maha bhelo bahu bhite. 
gale pitambara, —_ carana yugala dhara, 
kohotohi gadagada cite 
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"Seeing this Nagara became very much afraid at heart and 
spoke with faltering voice, keeping His Pitambara at His neck 
and clasping both Her lotus feet." 


sundari! michai koroho mujhe mana. 
nirahetu hetu, jani tuhu rokhali. 
pratibimba heri koho ana. 


"O beautiful girl! You are wrongly proud at Me for no reason! 
You mistook Your own reflection to be some other girl!" 


tuyd vine nayane, ana nahi heriye, 
nd kohiye ana sane bata. 

tohari sakhini vine, bata na puchiye, 
nd bosiye kahuka satha 


"My eyes don’t see anyone else but You. I don’t speak with 
anyone else. I don’t inquire from anyone else but from Your 
girlfriends or maidservants and I don’t sit with anyone else 
either! 


tab tuhum kahe, — mana mujhe korotahi, 
na bujhiye tuya manakdje 
uddhava dasa minati, — kori kohotohi 
heraho nagara raja 


"But still You maintain this unreasonable huff against Me; I 
don’t understand what’s on Your mind! Uddhava dasa humbly 
prays to You: Look at Your king of lovers!" 

Despite Nagara’s endeavours Srimati’s mana was not broken. 
She just stubbornly sat there, covering Her head with Her veil. 
The rejected Nagara thought of different means to break 
Srimati’s mana. Suddenly He thought: "Aho! ’'m standing on 
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the bank of Radhakunda! By the grace of the kunda I will 
also be showered by the grace of Sri Kundesvari! 
After all, the Mahajanas have written: 


Sri krsna yokhon radha darasana lagi utkanthita hoy; 
sakala upaya viphala hoiya radhakundasraya loy 
tat kale radhara paya darasana emati kunda prabhava; 
radhara-o temati syamakundasraye krsna sanga hoy labha 


"When Krsna becomes eager to see Radha, and all His 
endeavours fail, He takes shelter of Radhakunda. At that 
moment He gets the audience of Radha on the strength of the 
kunda. In the same way Radha also takes shelter of 
Syamakunda and thus attains the company of Sri Krsna." 

In this way some hope illuminated Nagara’s desperate heart. 
He bathed in Sri Radhakunda, picked flowers from the trees 
and vines on its banks and sat down on His knees on the 
jewelled steps leading down to the kunda, moistening the 
flowers with His tears of love before throwing them into the 
kunda as a devotional offering. He offered prostrated 
obeisances to the kunda while praying: "O Sri Radhakunda! 
May I get the merciful glance of your Isvari (presiding goddess) 
by your grace!" 

One sakhi who witnessed Nagara’s activities ran to Srimati’s 
kufija and told Kundesvari of Krsna’s devotional service to Her 
kunda, making tears of compassion trickle from Her lotus like 
eyes. The sakhis understood that Srimati was pleased with 
Krsna again, so they quickly brought Him to Her. 

Kundesvari, being pleased with this servant of the kunda, 
cast a merciful glance at Him, filled with the rasa of love. 
Nagara, understanding that His service of the kunda was 
successful, considered Himself blessed and the sakhis and 
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mafijaris were also blessed by seeing the sweet meeting of the 


Yugala. Remembering his vision of this pastime Sri Raghunatha 
said: 


anyera ka katha svayam vrajendranandana; 
radhikara pranaya kataksa korite darsana 
radha-priya radhakunde avagahana kore; 
sevd paripatye koto bhase asru-nire 
atisaya kamaniya radhakunda nama; 
satata asraya hok prema parindma 


"What to speak of others, even Vrajendra-Nandana Himself, 
in order to receive Radhika’s loving glance, bathes in Radha’s 
dear lake Radhakunda! Floating on His own tears, He shows 
His dexterity in devotional service. May the most enchanting 
and lovely name of Radhakunda always be my shelter, 
culminating in prema!" 


VERSE 4: 


vraja-bhuvana-sudhamsoh prema-bhimir nikamam 
vraja-madhura-kisori-mauli-ratna-priyeva 
paricitam api ndmnda ya ca tenaiva tasyds 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


vraja bhuvana - the land of Vraja; sudhamsoh - of the moon; prema 
- love; bhiimih - abode; nikamam - very much; vraja - of Vraja; 
madhura - sweet; kisori - adolescent girl; mauli - crown; ratna - jewel; 
priya - dear; iva - just like; paricitam - known; api - even; namnd - by 
name; yat -what; ca - and; tena - by him; eva - certainly; tasyah - his; 
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tad - that; ati - very; surabhi - fragrant, beautiful; radhakundam - 
Radhakunda; eva - only; asrayah - shelter; me - my. 


That very dear, beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, 
which is the abode of love for the moon of Vraja (Krsna), 
which is as dear to Him as the crown jewel of sweet 
adolescent girls of Vraja (Sri Radhika) Herself and which 
was called after Her by Krsna - this Radhakunda is my 
only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: How many self manifested, 
transcendental realizations of the glories of Radhakunda are 
coming to Si Raghunatha, who is the greatest object of mercy 
of Radhakunda, the lake of which he has taken shelter! 

In the previous verse Sri Raghunatha explained how even Sri 
Krsna, Who is the universal object of worship, must worship 
Radhakunda in order to attain the mercy of mdnint Radha and 
get His desires fulfilled. One may now ask: "Did Sri Krsna 
worship Radhakunda to have His own desires fulfilled or simply 
because the place is so dear to Him? After all, there is no glory 
in motivated service (sakdma sevd), because when the sevyd 
(object of service) does not fulfill the worshiper’s desires such 
a ‘devotee’ will give up his worship. Service becomes eternal 
and earnest when the sevyd is dear to the devotee and to answer 
such questions this verse has been written. 

It has been said that S17 Radhakunda is as dear to S1i Krsna 
the moon of Vraja as is S17 Radha, the crown jewel of adolescent 
girls of Vraja. 


yatha radha priya visnos tasya kundan priyam tatha 
sarva gopisu saivaika visnor atyanta vallabha 
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"Just as Radha is dear to Lord Visnu, so is Her lake. Of all the 
gopis She is Lord Visnu’s most beloved One." 

This verse from the Padma-Purana proves that it is simply 
out of love that Krsna worships Radhakunda as described in the 
previous verse and not just for the fulfillment of His own 
desires. Sri Krsna is the emperor of the fullest rasa and Sri 
Radha is the empress of the fullest bhava. When we study rasa 
and bhava we find that bhava is the worshipper and rasa is the 
worshipped. Within this worshipped/worshipper relationship 
Sri Radha is the crown jewel of all Vraja’s mahabhdvavati- 
madhura-kisoris*', because She can fulfill all of Krsna’s desires. 

krsna vaticha-pirti-rtipa kore adradhane; ataeva ‘radhika’ 
nama purane vakhdne (C.C.) "She worships Krsna by satisfying 
all of His senses, hence the Puranas call Her ‘Radhika’." 

Sripada Suka Muni describes how the gopis reveal the 
extraordinary status of Sri Radha’s worship of Krsna: 


anayaradhito ntinam bhagavan harir isvarah 
yanno vihaya govinda prito yam anayad rahah 


(Bhagavata 10.30.28) 


"Lord Hari Who destroys the misery of His devotees and 
Who fulfills their desires must certainly have been worshipped 
by this girl because Govinda was so much in love with Her that 
He left us all behind and took Her along to another place." 

From this statement we can understand what is the 
distinction between the worship of Radha and the worship of 
all the other mahabhavavati-gopasundaris. The verbal root 


*! There is nothing in the world as sweet as mahabhava, both for the 
object and the subject. 
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radh means ‘to worship’ and She who worships is therefore 
named Radha, the greatest of all the milkmaids of Vraja to 
worship Krsna. No other gopi in Vraja has such a significant 
name. 

For instance, anything which contains water can be called 
jaladhi but pools, ponds and rivers are never called jaladhi by 
anyone. When one says jaladhi everyone will understand that 
one means the ocean. That is so because the ocean is the root- 
reservoir of all the water in the world. 

In the same way all the gopis and indeed all the loving 
devotees may worship Krsna according to their own love for 
Him, but no one else but Vrsabhanu-Nandini can be called 
Radha. Vrsabhanu-Nandini is the root reservoir of all Krsna- 
worship. 

Again, according to the qualtity and the quantity of their love 
all the different devotees may be dear to Krsna, but Maha- 
Premavati Radha is Krsna’s dear most beloved for Her love is 
the greatest, both in quantity and in quality. Therefore Her 
sounds, touch and so on are the cause of the greatest relish to 
Krsna, although He is the embodiment of full transcendental 
bliss. Sri Krsna says: 


koti kama jini rijpa yadyapi amara; 
asamordhva madhurya - samya nahi yara 
mora riipa Gpydyita hoy tribhuvana; 
radhara darsane mora judaya nayana 
mora vamsi gite akarsaye tribhuvana; 
radhara vacane hare mara sravana 
yadyapi amara gandhe jagata sugandha; 
mora citta prana hare radha anga gandha 
yadyapi amara rase jagata surasa; 
radhara adhara rasa ama kore vasa 
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yadyapi amara sparsa kotindu sitala; 
radhikara sparse ama kore susitala 
eimata jagatera sukhe ami hetu; 
radhikara riipa guna amara jivdtu 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4) 


"Although My form defeats that of millions of Cupids and is 
unrivalled in its sweetness, soothing the three worlds, but the 
sight of Radha soothes My eyes. The song of My flute attracts 
the three worlds but Radha’s words soothe My ears. Although 
My fragrance scents the whole world, My heart is stolen by 
Radha’s bodily fragrance. Although the whole world is juiced 
up by My flavour, the flavour of Radha’s lips subdues Me. 
Although My touch is cooler than that of millions of moons, 
Radhika’s touch cools off even Me! In this way, although I am 
the cause of all the pleasure of the world, Radhika’s form and 
qualities are My very life!" 

Sri Radhakunda pleases all of Krsna’s five transcendental 
senses just as Sri Radha Herself does: 

Krsna’s eyes enjoy seeing it, His nose enjoys the smell of its 
water and the lotus flowers floating in it, His skin enjoys the 
touch of this cool water, His ears enjoy the sounds of its 
chirping birds and humming bumblebees and His tongue 
enjoys the taste of its ambrosial water. Although Krsna is called 
vraja-bhuvana-sudhamsu, the moon Who pleases the whole 
circle of Vraja, in this verse it is declared that Radhakunda 
pleases even His senses! 

Then Sri Raghunatha says: 
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paricitam api ndmnd yac ca tenaiva tasyah. tenaiva vraja 
bhuvana sudharisund tasyd srt radhayd namnd eva paricitan 
sanketitam api” 

"The kunda has been named after Radha by Sri Krsna 
Himself." 

When Radhakunda advented itself Krsna personally gave it 
that name, as Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti has stated: 
proce harih priyatame tava kundam etat 

Because Sri Radha is non different from Her name Sri Krsna 
is seen to be most attached to Her name as well. In the stage of 
parva raga™ we can read: 


sakhi! radha-nama ki kohile!; 
Suni kana mana judaile 
koto nama achaye gokule; 
heno hiya na kore akule 
ei name ache ki madhuri; 
sravane rahalo sudha bhari 
cite niti murati vikdsa; 
amiyd sdyare yeno basa 
ankhite dekhite kore sadha; 
e yadunandana mana kanda 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Sakhi! Who has pronounced this name ‘Radha’? When I 
hear this My mind and ears are soothed! How many names are 
there in Gokula? None of them has agitated My heart as much 
(as this one)! How much sweetness is there in this name? It fills 
My ears with nectar! Her form becomes clearly manifest in My 


°° Sanskrit commentary by Bangesvara Vidyabhiisana. 
°° Beginnings of love. 
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mind and it is as if I float in an ocean of nectar! I will be fulfilled 
if I can see Her with My own eyes!" Thus Yadunandana’s mind 
weeps. 

When He first hears the name of Radha the ears and mind 
of Syama, the embodiment of bliss, are soothed, His heart 
becomes agitated, His ears are showered by a stream of nectar, 
and the name has given to the bearer of that name a clear shape 
within His mind. When He hears this name He becomes very 
eager to meet the named One too - the name of Radha is 
filled with sweet honey. 

Not only that, simply by hearing that Radha-ndma the 
transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana Syamasundara 
feels the agitation of lust within His heart, which means that 
He’s actually very eager to relish the flavours of Her mddana- 
prema. His mind is absorbed in Sri Radha and He thinks: 

‘If this girl’s name is so sweet, then what must Her form be 
like?” 

Thinking like this, He becomes very eager to see Her and He 
impatiently asks one sakhi to describe Her form to Him: 


radha-nama ki kohile age; 
Sunaite manamatha jage 
sakhi! kahe koholi uha nama; 
mana maha nahi lage ana 
koho tachu anupama riipa; 
bujhlam amiya svaritpa 
heraite ankhi kore asa; 
koho radha mohana dasa 


"Who has pronounced the name Radha just now? After I 


heard it Cupid awakened! Sakhi! Tell Me, who has such a 
name? My mind can’t think of anyone else anymore! Describe 
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Her unrivalled form to Me; I understand that it must be pure 
nectar! My eyes yearn to see Her!" Thus spoke Radha Mohana 
dasa. 

When Syama hears even a single syllable of Radha’s Holy 
Name He eagerly wants to run up to the person who 
pronounced it and when He hears the second syllable He 
immediately runs anxiously up to that person. 

The Puranas say: 


ra-sabdoccaranad eva sphito bhavati madhavah 
dha sabdoccarata pascad dhavaty eva sasambhramah 


"When Madhava hears the syllable ‘ra’ He becomes very 
happy, and when He hears the syllable ‘dhd@ after it, He eagerly 
runs (after Radha)." 

That is why Sri Krsna gave the name Radhakunda to the 
lake of His priyaji Radha, because Her name is as dear to Him 
as She is. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "May that most lovely Sri Radhakunda 
be my sanctuary." 


vraja madhura kisori vrajanganagana; 
tahadera Ssiroratna radharani hon 
urndavana candra yini vrajendra nandana; 

kunda tara radha sama premaspada hon 

radha nama dvara sri kundera paricaya; 

radha sama radhakunda priyatama hoy 
sei radhakunda hoy ati manorama; 

amdara asraya hon ei mora mana 


"Radharani is the crown jewel of all the sweet adolescent girls 
of Vraja and Her kunda is as dear to Vrajendra-Nandana, the 
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moon of Vrndavana as She is. You become acquainted to the 
kunda through the name Radha and nothing is as dear to Krsna 
as Radhakunda, just as Radha Herself is. May that most 
enchanting Radhakunda be the shelter of my mind!" 


VERSE 5: 


api jana tha kascid yasya sevd-prasddaih 
pranaya-sura-lata syat tasya gosthendra-stinoh 
sapadi kila mad-isa-dasya-puspa-prasasya 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


api - even; jana - people; iha - here; kascit - one; yasya - whose; 
sevd - service; prasddaih - by mercy; pranaya - love; suralata - desire 
vine; syat - may be; tasya - His; gostha - of Vraja; indra -king; stinoh - 
of the son; sapadi - suddenly; kila - certainly; mad - my; isa - mistress; 
dasya - service; puspa - flower; prasasyah - celebrated; tat - that; ati - 
very; surabhi - fragrant, beautiful; ra@dhakundam - Radhakunda; eva - 
only; asraya - shelter; me - my. 


That very beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, by 
whose mercy the desire vine of love for Krsna, which 
bears the flowers of service for my queen Sri Radha, 
instantly sprouts in the heart of anyone who performs 
devotional service there - this Radhakunda is my only 
shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Kundasrayi™ Sripada 
Raghunatha has attained the greatest fixation in the kunda of 


4 Someone who has taken shelter of the kunda. 
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his Pranesvari. In his heart pervaded by mahabhava, he 
perceives the glorious sweetness of the Kunda, which is as 
glorious as Radharani Herself hundreds of times over. 

In the previous two verses Sri Raghunatha described how Sri 
Govinda took shelter of the kunda in order to please Sri Radha 
and how glorious the kunda is because its service is dear even 
to Krsna. Hearing this, someone may ask: 

"Sripada! Sri Krsna may attain Radharani by serving Her 
kunda, the kunda may be as dear to Him as She is, and the 
kunda may be the supreme attainment for great saints like 
yourself who can sit there and get such sublime visions, but 
please tell me something about the kunda’s mercy upon 
persons like me, who are attached to materialistic life and who 
are fallen and blinded by ignorance! Although you have already 
said something about this before (in verse 2), still I would like 
to hear such kind of aspirations once more from your blessed 
mouth!" 

To answer such people, Sri Raghunatha dasa speaks this 
verse: 

api jana tha kascid yasya sevd prasddaih pranaya suralata 
syat tasya gosthendra stinoh 

"By the kunda’s mercy the desire vine of love for Krsna in the 
heart of any unscrupulous, unqualified person (kascit) who 
serves it by living on its banks, bathing there, performing some 
worship there, seeing or touching the water or 
circumambulating the kuwndas, will swiftly sprout and grow." 

Love for Krsna is the crown jewel of all human pursuits, 
the great treasure of the spirit soul and the highest result of any 
human activity. It is the only thing which can cause one to relish 
Sri Krsna’s sweetness. 
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Prema makes the otherwise supremely independent Krsna 
completely submissive to His surrendered devotee and prema 
can forever bless all the living entities, who are constitutionally 
Krsna’s eternal servants, by bestowing the bliss of devotional 
service on them. 


pancama purusartha sei prema mahadhana; 
krsnera madhurya rasa koraya asvadana 
prema hoite hoy krsna nija bhakta vasa; 
prema hoite pai krsna seva sukha rasa 


(Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi 7) 


"The great treasure of prema is the fifth goal of human life 
(beyond religiosity, economic development, sense gratification 
and liberation) and it makes one relish the sweet Krsna- 
flavours. Through prema Krsna becomes controlled by His 
devotees and through prema the devotees attain the blissful 
mellows of Krsna’s devotional service." 

Devotion is a rarely attained thing. Srimad Bhagavata states: 
bhagavan mukundo muktini dadati karhicit sma na bhakti 
yogam 

"Lord Mukunda may grant liberation to some, but He does 
not give bhakti yoga so easily!" 


akaitava krsna-prema, 
yeno jambinada hema, 
sei prema nr-loke na hoy. 
(C.C.) 


"Earnest love for Krsna is as pure as the gold from the 
Jambi-river. Such love can’t be found in the human world." 
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In all these statements the rarity of prema is declared. After 
realizing how rarely attained prema is, Srimat Ripa Gosvami 
wrote,: 


yasya sphirtilavankurena laghunapy antar muninam manah 
sprstam moksa sukhad virajyati jhatity dsvadyamandd api 
premnas tasya mukunda sahasitaya saknotu kah prarthane 
bhiiydj janmani janmani pracayini kintu sprhapy atra me 


(Stavamala) 


"O Mukunda! Who dares to pray for that prema, even the 
slightest relish of which causes the munis to give up the bliss of 
liberation? May my desire for prema simply increase birth after 
birth!" 

Again, love of God, prema, the ultimate result of bhakti, is 
the highest aspiration for a living entity and is most rarely 
attained. It is the Lord’s svariipa-sakti, or innate potency, being 
a combination of the essence of the hladini-sakti® and the 


sandhini-sakti® 


. A fortunate soul who attains the grace of a 
great saint can enter into the workings of this innate potency of 
the Lord through the process of hearing, chanting and 
remembering the glories of the Lord. 

In this way the material dullness will disappear from the 
heart of the neophyte and everything will culminate in prema. 
Prema is the culmination of a whole sequence of spiritual 
advancement: 

association with the saints, hearing and remembering the 
glories of the Lord, faith in the scriptures, obtaining the 


* Pleasure-potency. 


°° Existence-potency. 
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association of a qualified guru, taking initiation and instructions 
from him, surrendering and serving the guru and the Vaisnavas, 
serving the deity, aspiring for bhajana, earnestly practicing 
bhajana, having taste for bhajana, becoming attached to the 
Lord, bhava and rati. 

This is attained by two kinds of fortunate souls: those who 
attain it on the strength of their own bhajana and those who 
attain it by the grace of Krsna or His devotees. 

Everywhere it is seen that prema is attained through sddhana 
while the attainment of prema through grace is rare. 

Srila Ripa Gosvami teaches us (in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 
1.3.6): 


saddhanabhinivesena krsna tad bhaktayos tatha 
prasadenati dhanyanam bhavo dvedhabhijayate 
adyas tu prayikas tatra dvitiyo viralodayah 


"Love of God is attained either by absorption in devotional 
practice or by the grace of Krsna and/or His devotees. The 
former occurs usually often, the latter rarely." 

This very rarely attained desire vine of love for Krsna, which 
is attained by grace, suddenly grows in the soil of the heart of 
any person (either qualified or unqualified) who serves Sri 
Radhakunda by bathing in the kunda, seeing it, touching it, 
living in the Radhakunda-village or worshipping it, by the 
inconceivable potency and grace of the kunda. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "And this is also not just dasya or 
sakhyd-bhava, but mad isd dasya puspa prasasyd; 

"The desire-vine of love becomes manifest, beautified by the 
flowers of service to my Isvari Sri Radha." 

By the grace of the the service to the kunda the highest goal 
ever to be achieved by any sddhaka, mafijari-bhdva or the 
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loving devotional service to Sri Radha, grows up. No higher 
stage than this can be achieved for a person who treads the path 
of loving devotion. 

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati says: 


radha nagara keli sagara nimagnali drsan yat sukham 
no tal lesa lavayate bhagavatah sarvo’pi sukhyotsavah 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 1.54) 


"All the bliss enjoyed in connection with the Lord can’t be 
compared to even a drop of the transcendental bliss the gopis 
experience when they are absorbed in witnessing the ocean of 
pastimes of Radha’s lover!" 

The maidservants of Sri Radha swim in an ocean of 
indescribable bliss when they relish the mellows of these 
devotional services. 


rati-rane Ssramayuta, ndgari ndgara 
mukha bhari tambila yogaya 
malaya-ja kuikuma, mrga-mada karpira, 
militahi gata lagaya 
aparipa priya sakhi prema! 
nija prana koti, dei niramarichai, 
naha tula lakho bana hema 


"How wonderful is the love of the priya sakhis! They serve 
Nagart (heroine Radhika) and Nagara (hero Krsna) with 
millions of lives when They are tired of love making, by filling 
Their mouths with betel leaves and by anointing Their bodies 
with sandalwood paste, vermilion, musk and camphor. Their 
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love is so pure that it can’t even be compared to gold molten a 
hundred thousand times over!" 


manorama malya, duhu gole arpai, 
vijai Sita mrdu bata 
sugandhi sitala,  koru jala arpana, 
yaiche hota duhu santa 


"They offer enchanting garlands to Their necks, give Them 
a cool breeze by fanning Them and relieve Them from Their 
heated affliction by offering Them cool and fragrant water." 


duhuka carana puna, — mrdu sariwahana, 
kori rama korolohi dara 
ingite Sayana, korolo duhu sakhi-gana 
abahu manoratha piira 


"These sakhis again softly massage Their feet and thus 
remove Their fatigue. On Their indication they put the Divine 
Pair to rest and fulfill any of Their other desires." 


kusuma seje duhu, nidrita herai, 
sevana parayana sukha. 
radha mohana dasa, _ kiye herabo, 
metabo sab mano-duhkha 


"These girls, being totally dedicated to their devotional 
service, then put the Divine Pair to sleep on a bed of flowers. 
Allthe mental distress of Radha Mohana dasa is mitigated when 
he sees this." 

The practicing devotee is blessed if he attains this wealth of 
service and supreme love by the grace of serving the kunda. 
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Sri Raghunatha said: "May that most glorious Si 
Radhakunda be my sanctuary!" 


ei sansare vivekadi stinya kon jana; 
srt radhakundera yadi koroye sevana 

kundera prasdade sei bhagyavanta jana; 
krsna premakalpalata peye dhanya hon 
rt radhara dasya riipa vicitra puspete; 

kalpalata susobhita hoy trijagate 

ei riipa gundnvita ati manorame; 
radhakunda asraya mora jivane marane 


"Even if any dulkwitted person in this world would serve Sri 
Radhakunda, then by the grace of the kunda such a fortunate 
person would be blessed to attain the wish-yielding vine of love 
for Krsna. This wish-yielding vine beautifies the three worlds 
with the wonderful flowers of Sri Radha’s service. The shelter 
of such a qualified and utterly enchanting Radhakunda is my 
shelter, in life or in death!" 


VERSE 6: 


tata-madhura-nikunijah klpta-namana uccair 

nija-parijana-vargath samvibhajydsritas taih 

madhukara-ruta-ramya yasya rajanti kamydas 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


tata - on the shore; madhura - sweet; nikunjah - groves; klrpta - 
made; ndmana - by name; uccaih - greatly; nija - own; parijana - 
friends; vargaih - by the groups; samwibhdjya - having divided; asritah 
- sheltered; taih - by them; madhukara - bees; ruta - sounds; ramyd - 
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beautiful; yasya - whose; rajanti - shine; kamyah - delightful; tat - that; 
ati - very; surabhi - fragrant, beautiful; radhakundam - Radhakunda; 
eva - only; asrayah - shelter; me - my. 


That very beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, whose 
shores are divided among Sri Radhika’s girlfriends who 
all have their own sweet nikunjas (groves) there being 
named after them, and where the bees are buzzing 
sweetly - this Radhakunda is my only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Radhakunda’s heart has 
melted from the deep anguish of Sri Raghunatha’s prayers and 
so the kunda now showers him with the rasa of grace, through 
which he can now perceive the transcendental form of the 
water and the bank of the kunda. 

Here the actual transcendental form (svariipa) and 
sweetness of the kunda’s banks are described. The bank of this 
beautiful lake of Sri Radharani has been divided by the kufijas 
of Lalita, Visakha and the other sakhis and they have become 
known under the names of these sakhis. The eight corners of 
Sri Radhakunda thus shelter eight kujijas: one for each of the 
eight sakhis, starting with Lalita.”” 

In the north is the kufija named Lalitanandada, which has 
a regal courtyard named Ananga-rangambuja, the lotus for 
Cupid’s pastimes, which is nicely maintained by Lalita’s sakhi 
Kalavali. This Lalitanandada-kufja is shaped like an eight- 
petalled lotus flower, and each petal contains a ku/ija. 


* In Sri Govinda Lilamrta a charming description can be found of 
these kufijas. In my book 'Sri Sri Radhakundera Mahima O Aitihya' 
the original verses describing these kufijas can be relished with their 
commentaries. 
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In the north is Sitambuja (white lotus), in the north-west 
Vasanta-Sukhada (delighter of spring), in the west Hemambuja 
(golden lotus), in the south-west S11 Padma-mandira (the 
beautiful lotus temple), in the south is Arunambuja, in the 
south-east is Madanandolana (Cupid’s swing), in the east is 
Asitambuja (the dark lotus) and in the north-east is a wonderful, 
variegated kufija named Madhavanandada (the delighter of 
Madhava). The Rasika Mithuna (relishing Couple) S1i-Sii 
Radha-Krsna always plays various pastimes in this king of 
kufijas which is filled with a very wonderful natural beauty and 
which is studded with various jewels. 

In the north-eastern comer of Sri Radhakunda is the four- 
coloured Visakhanandada-kufija, or Madana-Sukhada. 
Visakha’s very expert and artistic disciple named Mafijumukhi 
is maintaining this kufja. The Madana-Sukhada-kuwija 
resembles a large royal palace which is always inundated by the 
rasika flood of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna’s pastimes and always gives 
great joy to the eyes. 

In the east is Citranandada-kufija, where there are trees, 
vines, animals and birds of various” colours. Here Citra-sakhi 
blissfully serves Sri-Srt Radha-Krsna and Their friends in 
various ways. In the south-eastern corner is the white kuiija 
called Indulekha-sukhada. 

The trees, vines, animals and birds are all white here. If 
Radha and Krsna and Their sakhis come here on the full moon 
night and sport here dressed in white no one will immediately 
recognize Them. Here Indulekha-sakhi lovingly serves Radha 
and Krsna and Their sakhis. 


*’ The word citra means 'variety' and wonderful’. These meanings are 
both applicable here. 
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In the south of Radhakunda is the golden kufija named 
Campakalatanandada. Here all the trees, vines, animals and 
birds are golden. If Radha enters this kwiija dressed and 
ornamented in yellow Sri Krsna will not recognize Her. Here is 
Campakalata’s famous kitchen, where the expert teacher of 
cooking, Campakalata, prepares feasts for Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna 
and pleases the Yugala with various other services. 

In the south-western corner of Sri Radhakunda is the all- 
Syama-coloured kufija named Rangadevi-sukhada. 

If Mukhara or other elders are coming here while Radha and 
Krsna are enjoying Themselves here they will only see Sri 
Radha, not Krsna. 

In the western corner of Sri Radhakunda is the red kunija 
called Tungavidyanandada. Here everything is red. This is 
wished for by Sri Krsna. 

In the north-western corner is the green kufija called 
Sudevi-sukhada. Here everything is green and here Radha 
and Krsna play Their rasika game of dice. 

Apart from that there is also a kufija in the middle of the 
kunda named Sri Ananga-Maiijari-sukhada. This ruby, 
moonstone and emerald-studded kuiija appears to the viewers 
to be radiant as water and is shaped like a 16-petalled lotus 
flower and it is connected with the northern bank of the kunda 
by a bridge. Here the different articles required for the Sri 
Yugala’s service are stored and here Ananga Maiijari and her 
group are engaged in this service. Because it is floating on the 
water like a lotus flower it is called salila-kamala. 

All these kufijas are beautified by different trees and vines, 
singing birds and cuckoos, humming honeybees, different 
fragrant flowers, freely playing deer, rabbits and dancing 
peacocks that all arouse erotic feelings in the hearts of S1i-Sti 
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Radha-Krsna. This greatly delights the eyes of anyone who sees 
it. 

But only if the mind, the senses and the heart of the neophyte 
become immersed in visuddha-sattva, pure goodness, this 
place can be seen in its real svariipa (transcendental form). 
Ordinary eyes see it just as a material place. 


cintamani bhiimi, kalpavrksamaya vana; 

carma cakse dekhe tare prapaticera sama 

prema netre dekhe tara svariipa prakasa 
gopa gopt sange yaha krsnera vilasa 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 5) 


"The ground is made of thought-stones and the forests are 
full of desire-trees, but the physical eye sees it just as a material 
forest. A loving eye can see this realm, where Krsna plays with 
the cowherd boys and girls in its real, transcendental form." 


lilanukilesu janesu cittesv utpanna bhavesu ca sadhakanan 
evan vidham sarvam idam cakasti svariipatah prakrtavat paresu 


(Govinda Lilamrta 7,119) 


"Those nitya siddhas who are favorable to these pastimes and 
the practitioners in whose hearts these transcendental emotions 
have appeared, can see the holy realm in its real form, but 
others (non-devotees) see it just as a material place." 

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is an eternal associate of the 
Lord, so the endless wealth of Sri Radhakunda’s sweetness is 
naturally manifest to his love-saturated eyes. Therefore Sri 
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Raghunatha says: "May that most enchanting Radhakunda be 
my sanctuary!" 


§ri radhakundera tire sakhiyiitha vasa; 
sakhi name kufijanama korila prakasa 
uttare lalitananda kufijavana name; 
visakha-sukhada kunija sobhita isane 
ptrva-tate nama hoy citra-sukhada; 
agnikone indulekha nama manomada 
daksine campakalata nairrte rangadevi; 
pascimete tungavidyd vayute sudevi 
prati kuitja ramaniya bhramara guiijita; 
srigara rasakeli kore uddipita 
surabhi se radhakunda amara asraya; 
snana pana tire vasa e lalasa hoy 


"On the banks of Sri Radhakunda all groups of sakhis reside 
and each kufija is named after one of them. In the north is a 
forest named Lalitanandada-kuija, in the north-east is the 
beautiful Visakha-sukhada-kufija, on the eastern bank is the 
Citra-sukhada-kufija, in the south-eastern corner is the 
intebriating kufijja named after Indulekha, in the south is 
Campakalata, in the southwest Rangadevi, in the west 
Tungavidya and in the northwest Sudevi. 

Each kuiija is laden with buzzing bumblebees inciting lusty 
feelings. That fragrant, beautiful Radhakunda is my sanctuary 
and I desire to drink its water, bathe in it and reside on its 


banks!" 
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VERSE 7: 


tata-bhuvi vara-vedyam yasya narmati-hrdyam 
madhura-madhura-vartam gostha-candrasya bhangya 
prathayati mitha isa prana-sakhydlibhih sa 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


tatabhuvi - on the shore; vara - excellent; vedyam - on the platform; 
yasya - whose; narma - by joking; ati - very; hrdyam - pleasant; 
madhura madhura - ever-so-sweet; vartam - words; gostha candrasya 
- of the moon of Vraja; bhangyd - with gestures; prathayati - 
manifests; mitha -mutually; isa - the queen; prana sakhi - heart’s 
friend ; alibhih - with girlfriends; sa - She; tat - that; ati - very; surabhi 
- fragrant, beautiful; r@adhakundam - Radhakunda; eva - only; asrayah 
-shelter; me - my. 


That very beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, where 
my mistress Sri Radhika makes ever-so-sweet and 
pleasant jokes about Krsna, the moon of Vraja, with Her 
dearest girlfriends on a nice platform on the shore - this 
Radhakunda is my only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Raghunatha’s consciousness 
is immersed in the sweetness of the kunda. 

He is the eternally perfect maidservant of Sri Radharani and his 
life-airs are offered to Sri Radha’s lotus feet. 

The bank of the kunda is dearer to him than millions of life- 
airs, because this is the peerless abode of Rasika Mithuna Sri- 
Sri Radha-Madhava’s greatly intoxicated erotic pastimes. 

On the bank of this kunda the priya-kinkaris of Sri Radha 
are always absorbed in the transcendentally blissful devotional 
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service of the Yugala and in the concomitant relish of Their 
sweet intimate love-pastimes. 

The sakhis and majijaris are like fishes blissfully swimming 
in the billowing waves of the rasika pastimes of the ocean of 
rasa, Sri Krsna, and the ocean of prema, Sri Radha. 

These things can’t be understood as long as we are materially 
conditioned. One must awaken the consciousness of ‘I am Sri 
Radhika’s maidservant’ in order to enter into this. 

Sri Raghunatha is a nitya-siddha-kinkart” of Vraja and the 
transcendental samskara® of the Yugala-rasa is his innate 
wealth. Srila Narottama Thakura Mahasaya called Srila Ripa 
Gosvami and Srila Sanatana Gosvami ‘yugala ujjvalamaya tanw’ 
(the embodiments of the erotic flavours of the Divine Pair): 

jaya sanatana_ riipa, premabhakti rasakiipa, yugala 
ujjvalamaya tanu (Prema Bhakti Candrika). 

By their grace Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami was 
emancipated with them; 

Srila Jiva Gosvami has written: 


yan mitram raghunatha dasa iti vikhyatah ksitau radhika- 
krsna prema maharnavormi nivahe ghrnan sada divyati 
drstanta prakara prabhabharam atityaivanayor bhrajator 
yas tulyatva padam matas tribhuvane sascaryam aryottamaih 


"Raghunatha Dasa has become world famous for being the 
friend of Sri Ripa and Sanatana. He always swims in the waves 
of the great ocean of love for Radhika and Krsna. The greatest 
saints say that no one in the world can be compared to Ripa 


°° Eternally perfected maidservant. 
“ Innate culture and/or knowledge. 
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and Sanatana, but amazingly enough Raghunatha Dasa has 
attained a position equal to theirs!" 

Therefore Sri Raghunatha always perceives the self- 
manifested sweetness of the kunda as well as the sweet 
pastimes which are performed there in his consciousness that 
is fixed on Sri Radha. 

In this verse a sweet pastime is described which was 
perceived one day. On Jatila’s order Sri Radharani leaves Her 
village Yavata to go and worship the sungod with Her 
girlfriends, but instead She goes to Radhakunda to meet Krsna 
there. With Her left hand She holds the hand of Her friend 
Kundalata and with Her right hand She twirls around Her 
playlotus. 

In this way the Radha-Suratarangini (Ganges-river) runs 
towards the Syama-ocean, Dhanistha and Tulasi walk ahead of 
Her. Lalita and Visakha walk on either one of Her sides and 
Her maidservants, headed by Si Ripa Majfijari follow Her 
carrying the paraphernalia for the Stirya-pija and other 
ingredients for their upcoming devotional service to Radha and 
Krsna with them. 

bhava-kusuma (flowers of ecstatic love) like goose pimples, 
tears of love and paralysis are blossoming on Srimati’s vine-like 
body when She thinks of Her upcoming meeting with Sri 
Krsna. How beautiful is abhisarika" Sri Radha! 


tarundruna carana yugala manjari tahe sobhe; 
bhrigavali punja puiija guiijare madhulobhe 
kumbhi kumbha jini nitamba kesarit khina majhe; 
lilancita pattambara kinkini tahi baje 
bahu yugala thira vijuri kari savaka sunde; 


*' Girl on a love-journey. 
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hemangada mani kankana nakhare sasikhande 
hemacala kucamandala kaiicali tahi majhe; 
candrakanta dhvanta damana kanthe karne sdje 
jambiinada hema yoto mukutaphala panti; 
phani mani yuta dama sobhita damini sama bhaiti 
bimbaphala nindi adhara dadima bija dasane; 
besara tahi nolake jhalake manda manda hasane 
nasa tila phula tula bandhe kabari chande 
madana mohana mana mohini calali tahi radhe 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Her reddish, youthful lotus feet are beautiful like shoots 
atrracting hosts of buzzing bumblebees who are greedy for their 
honey. Her buttocks defeat the trunks of elephants and Her 
waist is as thin as that of a lion. Waist bells are jingling on Her 
playfully flapping silken sat and Her arms resemble the trunks 
of baby-elephants or a steady lightning streak. 

She wears golden armlets and jewelled bangles and Her nails 
resemble moons. Her breasts resemble golden mountains 
which are covered by a blouse and the ornaments on Her ears 
and Her neck destroy the shining of the moonlight. She shines 
like a lightning-streak with Her golden ornaments. Her pearls 
and Her lips defeat the red splendour of Bimba-cherries and 
Her teeth shine more brightly than pomegranate-seeds. 

Her nose pearl shimmers and oscillates on Her sesame 
flower-like nose when She slightly smiles and Her hair is nicely 
braided. Thus Radha moves on, enchanting the mind of the 
enchanter of Cupid (Krsna)." 

Keeping the paraphernalia for her pajd at the Stirya-mandira 
in Stiryakunda Srimati proceeds to Radhakunda, accompanied 
by Her sakhis, thereby floating on waves of ecstatic love. 
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Gosthacandra® Sri Krsna meanwhile hands the responsibility 
for His herd of cows over to Baladeva and His friends at 
Govardhana and then also comes to the bank of Radhakunda 
on the pretext of admiring the beauty of the forest there. 

Here He sits down, endlessly waiting for Premamayi”, 
eagerly desiring to see Her. Then They see Each other from 
close by through the vines. Endless waves of bhdva well up 
from the ocean of rasa (Krsna) and the ocean of prema (Radha) 
when They thus meet Each other. 


duhun mukha heraite duhun bhelo dhanda; 
rai kohe tamala madhava kohe canda 
cita putali janu rahu duhun deha; 
nd janiye prema kemona achu leho 
e sakhi! dekho dekhi duhunka vicara; 
thamahi koi lakhai nahi para 
dhani kohe kananamaya dekhi syama; 
so kiye gunabo majhu parinama 
camaki camaki dekhi nagara kana; 
prati tarutale dekhi rai samana 
dothe donhe yabahu nicaya kori jano; 
duhunka hrdaye paithala premabana 
darasane nayane nayane bohe lora; 
apada mastaka duhun pulake agora 
sajani hero dekho prema taranga; 
koto bhave thakito bhelo aiga 
duhunkara dehe ghama bohi yato; 
gada gada kahuka na nikasaye bata 


© The moon of the meadows. 
‘Radha, who is full of love for Krsna. 
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duhun jana kampana heri lage dhanda; 
radha@ mohana heri parama ananda 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"When They saw Each other’s faces They became doubtful. 
Rai said “This (Krsna) is a Tamala-tree!’ and Madhava said “This 
(Radha) is the moon!’ 

I don’t know how love dwells within their bodies and within 
their doll-like hearts! O sakhi! Just behold Their doubts! They 
can’t distinguish between anything of Each other! Fortunate 
Dhani Radha says ‘I see Syama all throughout the forest! How 
will I distinguish Him from all?" 

Nagara Kana“ is astonished as He sees Rai at the base of 
each and every tree. And then, when They clearly have 
recognized Each other, Cupid’s arrows enter into Their hearts! 
As They look at Each other tears stream from Their eyes and 
Their bodies are covered from tip to toe with goose pimples. 

O sakhi! Look at these waves of love! How many ecstatic 
symptoms are visible on Their limbs! Their bodies are studded 
with sweat drops and They can’t utter a word because Their 
voices are faltering. They see Each other shivering and when 
Radha Mohana dasa sees this he is most ecstatic." 

After this the Divine Pair and Their sakhis have a lot of rasika 
fun over flower picking, the theft of Krsna’s flute and so on. 
While Krsna quarrels with the sakhis over His stolen flute Sri 
Radha catches the opportunity to hide Herself in a secret kufija. 

Finally, after a long search for Radha, Krsna gets a hint from 
Kundalata that She’s hiding in that kufija so He enters it and 


“ The amorous hero Krsna. 
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becomes absorbed in a highly astonishing love game there with 
Sri Radha. 

After this vildsa the Yugala comes out of the kuiija and sits 

on a jewelled platform on the bank of Radhakunda. 
Sri Raghunatha dasa, in his kitkari svariipa, then becomes 
absorbed in fanning the Twin Divinities along with other 
maidservants. Lalita, Visakha and other sakhis all giggle and 
come to sit around the jewelled platform where the Sri Yugala 
is seated, releasing a stream of parihdsa-rasa® by telling Sit 
Radha: 

"O sakhi! where have You gone, leaving us all behind? We 
looked for You everywhere, but could not find You! Where did 
You meet this shameless guy? Anyway, fortunately You were 
not defeated by that cheater. This is very good news!" 

When Sri Radha heard these joking, crooked words from 
Her sakhis and saw the naughty insinuating gestures they made 
about the signs of Her love making with Krsna, She became 
both shy and malicious. She frowned Her vine like eyebrows, 


6 with 


waved Her index finger and chastised Her Kanta 
trembling lips and a faltering voice, telling Her friends: 

"Sakhis! I was on My way home when You tugged at My 
garment and then brought Krsna Who was in hiding to Me! In 
this way I had to suffer even while you were here with Me! Tell 
Me, why should I still stay with you?" 

In this way Sri Radha and Her sakhis engage in so many 
hundreds of rasika discussions. Nothing can be compared to 
these ever-so-sweet discussions between Srimati and Her 


prana-sakhis| 


© The flavour of transcendental joking and laughter. 


46 Lover. 
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While the maidservants are absorbed in their ecstatic 
devotional services they float on the waves of sweet Krsna- 
kathd created by their Isvari and Her sakhis. 

Remembering these most lovely pastimes Sri Raghunatha 
says: “May Sri Radhakunda, where all these rasika pastimes are 
performed, be my sanctuary! If I take shelter of this place then 
I can be blessed with the ever-so-sweet relish of Krsna-katha!" 


yei radhakunda-tire ratana vedite; 
bosi radharani sab sakhira sahite 
prana koti nirmatichana govinda prasanga; 
bhangikori bole sumadhura rasaranga 
sarva jana manohara radhakunda nama; 
amara asraya hauk nayanabhirama 


"May that eye-enchanting Radhakunda, on whose bank 
Radharani sits on a jewelled platform with Her sakhis, speaking 
so sweetly about Govinda, who is dearer to Her than millions of 
life-airs, and that enchants everyone, be my shelter!" 


VERSE 8: 


anudinam ati-rangaih prema-mattali-sanghair 
vara-sarasija-gandhair hari-vari-praptirne 

viharata iha yasmin dam-pati tau pramattau 
tad ati-surabhi radha-kundam evasrayo me 


anudinam - every day; ati - very; rangaih - happy; prema - with 
love; matta - intoxicated; ali -girlfriends; sarighaih - with groups; vara 
- excellent; sarasija - lotus flowers; gandhaih - with scents; hari - 
charming; vdri - water; prapiirne - filled; viharata - enjoying; iha - 
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here; yasmin - in which; dampati - loving couple; tau - both; 
pramattau - intoxicated; tad - that; ati - very; surabhi -fragrant, 
beautiful; radhakundam - Radhakunda; eva - only; asrayah - shelter; 
me - my. 


That very beautiful and fragrant Radhakunda, in 
whose water filled with nicely smelling lotus flowers, 
Radha and Krsna daily sport in loving intoxication along 
with Their girlfriends, who are in a similar loving frenzy 
- this Radhakunda is my only shelter! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: By the grace of Sri Kundesvari, 
Kundasrayi Sripada Raghunatha perceives the water sports of 
the Twin Divinities in Radhakunda and he describes them here 
in this final verse of the Radhakundastakam. 


yei kunde nitya krsna radhikara sange; 
jale jalakeli kore - tire rasa range 
(C.C.) 


"In the water of this (Radha)kunda Krsna eternally performs 
water sports with Radhika or dances the Rasa on its banks." 


Sri radheva hares tadiya sarasit presthadbhutath svair gunair 
yasyam sri yukta madhavendur anisan prityad taya kridati 


(Govinda Lilamrta 7,102) 


"Because of its own qualities this lake is as dear to Hari as Sti 
Radha Herself is. Here the beautiful moon-like Madhava 
always lovingly plays with Her." 

In this transcendental vision Sri Raghunatha sees that Radha 
and Madhava have become tired of Their midday-sports such 
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as touring the forest, drinking honey wine and making love. 
Thus they enter into the water of Sri Radhakunda to play there 
with their girlfriends like a king of elephants with its she- 
elephants. 

When Krsna and the gopis enter into the water, holding 
hands, they look like a golden net (the gopis) radiating 
moonbeams (their radiant smiles) surrounding a monsoon 
cloud (Krsna). The most amazing thing is though that the 
raincloud itself is sprinkled by the golden net (with 
Radhakunda-water) although a cloud usually sprinkles water 
itself. 

The gopis gently sprinkle Krsna with small handfuls of water 
and Krsna blissfully protects His eyes with His hands. 

Then, when Sri Krsna forcefully splashes the beautiful gopis 
in return they all become physically agitated. Only their moon 
like faces do not wilt because of their great ecstasy. 

Now Radha and Krsna begin to play in the water. The loser 
of this water splashing-game must give a prize to the winner. 
Kundalata is the referee. Sri Radha first splashes Krsna. How 
sweetly Her jewelled bangles jingle around Her lotus whorl-like 
hands! It is as if Cupid wants to defeat Krsna with His water 
missile! It has become intolerable for Krsna! How beautiful 
Srimati looks when She throws the water! Syama and the sakhis 
swim in this ocean of beauty. The water Srimati throws at Her 
Prananatha brightly shimmers on His chest. His garland of 
divine forest flowers loosens and His big vine like necklace falls 
off. Only the powerful Kaustubha-gem is able to tolerate this 
stream of water without agitation and it remains on Priyatama’s 
body.After this Sri Krsna says: 

"Priyatame! Now You tolerate this!” He blissfully starts 
splashing Preyasi’s lotus like face with enchanting streams of 
water. Tulasi watches on the bank of the kunda how Radha and 
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Syama are having a huge fight in the water. Tender hearted 
Svamini thinks that Her Prananatha, Who is dearer to Her than 
millions of Her life-airs, will suffer too much if She splashes in 
His eyes, so She doesn’t do that, but Syama, desiring victory, 
does splash Srimati’s eyes again and again. 

The premavati-sakhis forbid Syama again and again to throw 
water at Her eyes, but Syama does not listen. Svamini becomes 
mad from His expert splashing, although She is normally so 
grave and She backs away. Syama loudly laughs, claps His hands 
and says: "You're defeated! You’re vanquished! Give Me My 
prize! I’m the victor!" 

How beautiful are Svamini’s eyes and face when Syama holds 
Her around the neck! How many hundreds of waves of ecstatic 
love are there in this ocean of beauty! The fish like eyes of 
Syamasundara, the sakhis and the mafjaris are swimming in 
this ocean of beauty! 

Then, when Syama has collected His prize, Svamini dives 
under water and swims to a patch of golden lotus flowers, 
feeling ashamed before Her girlfriends. Her lotus like face on 
Her deha-mrndla, lotus stem-like body, mixes with the golden 
lotus flowers (in the kunda). 

The sakhis tell Syama: 

"What have You done to our sakhi? Quickly go and look for 
Her!", but Syamasundara can’t find Srimati anywhere. Finally 
He notices many bees becoming attracted to the extraordinary 
fragrance of Isvari’s face. They abandon a cluster of lotus 
flowers and they are madly flying towards the cluster of golden 
lotus flowers where She’s hiding, so He goes there and catches 
Srimati. The sakhis go there too. 
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Then Madhusiidana forcibly begins to drink the honey from 
the lotus like mouths of Sri Radha-padmini" and Her sakhis, 
Who are maddened by prema in the lotus scented water. 

Of some sakhis He removes the jewelled ornaments. Soon 
some sakhis loudly exclaim ‘My necklace is gone!’; some say ‘My 
locket is gone!’ and some cry out ‘Where have my waistbells 
gone?’ Krsna then removes the veils and blouses of some of the 
sakhis in order to behold their indescribable sweetness. 

Seeing the different erotic watersports of S1i-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava, Who are maddened by Their own pastimes, Tulasi 
Majijari and the other kirikaris are beside themselves in 
transcendental bliss. 

After the watersports the Navina-Yugala® comes back to the 
shore with Their sakhis and there the kinkaris anoint and 
massage Them with oil, bathe Them once more and dress them 
in the nikuitja-mandira® with a variety of wonderful garments 
and ornaments. 

After remembering his vision of this pastime Sri Raghunatha 
ends this Kundastakam by saying: 


padma-gandhe suvasita radhakunda jale; 
vihare pramatta hoiya dampati yugale 
prema matta sakhigana yugalera satge; 
sarovare kore keli nava rasa ratige 
manojna se radhakunde ekanta prarthana; 
amara asraya hon kori e kamana 


“’ The Radha-lotus. 
*’ The fresh, youthful Couple. 
* Arbour temple (pastoral palace). 
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"The loving Couple madly plays ever-fresh watersports in the 
lotus-scented water of Radhakunda with their equally love- 
intoxicated sakhis. My sole prayer to this beautiful Radhakunda 
is: May it be my sanctuary! This is my desire!" 


BENEDICTION: 


avikalam ati devyas caru kundastakam yah 
paripathati tadiyollasi-dasyarpitatma 
aciram tha Ssarire darsayaty eva tasmai 
madhu-ripur ati-modaih slisyamanam priyam tam 


avikala - fixed, unagitated; mati - intelligence; devyah - of a 
goddess; caru - beautiful; kunda - of the lake; astakam - eight prayers; 
yah - whoever; paripathati - recites; tadiya - his; ullasi - splendid; 
dasya - servanthood; arpita - offered; dtmd - oneself; aciram - soon; 
iha - here; sarire - in the body; darsayati - shows; eva - surely; tasmai 
- unto him; madhuripuh - Krsna; ati - very; modaih -gladly; 
slisyamanam - being embraced; priyam - dear; tam - him. 


Anyone who recites this beautiful Radhakundastakam 
for goddess Radha with an unagitated mind and a fixed 
intelligence and who submits him/her-self to Her blissful 
service will soon see Madhuripu (Krsna) in Her 
delightful embrace, even while being in this (material) 


body! 
Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa 


Gosvamicarana describes the phalasruti (benediction on the 
reciters) of Sri Radhakundastakam. 
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Can there be any doubt that there must be an extraordinary, 
indescribable fruit (result) from reciting this Sri Kundastakam, 
which is filled with the glorification of Sri Radhakunda? 

This lake, which is most dear to Sri Krsna, just like saksat 
mddanakhya = mahabhavavatt krsnapriya — siromani Sri 
Radharani, which bestows a love for Krsna just like Sri Radha’s 
on anyone who simply bathes there once, and which blesses 
anyone who serves it by seeing it or touching it with the greatest 
love, culminating in the personal service of Sri Radha? 

Sri Raghunatha says: 

"Anyone who has dedicated himself to the service of Sri 
Radha in topmost bliss and who recites this Radhakundastakam 
with a steady intelligence is qualified to receive the above- 
mentioned boon." 

The word avikalamati then means that there must be no 
doubt at all in the intelligence of the reciter about the glories of 
Radhakunda being described in these eight verses. 

Unswerving faith in the words of the saints, the spiritual 
master and the scriptures is called sraddha. 

This sraddha qualifies the devotee to commence bhajana or 
devotional practice. 

A person who doubts the words of the saints, the spiritual 
master or the scriptures can’t experience anything tanglible as 
a result from his devotional practice, therefore the saints and 
the scriptures have adviced us to do bhajana, consisting of 
hearing and chanting, while keeping unswerving faith in the 
scriptures and in the guru. 

The word avikalamati can also mean ‘niscayatmika buddhi’, 
the fixed intelligence described in Bhagavad Gita (2.41). 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada comments as follows on this 
verse and thereby gives the following definition of niscayatmika 


buddhi: 
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mama guriipadistam bhagavat kirtana smarana carana 
paricaranddikam etad eva mama sddhanam etad eva mama 
sddhyam etad eva mama jivatuh sadhana sadhya dasayos 
tyaktum asakyam etad eva me kamyam etad eva me karyam 
etad anyam na me karyam ndpy abhilasaniyam svapne’pity 
atra sukham astu duhkham vdstu sarisdra nasyatu vd na 
nasyatu tatra mama kvapi ksatir ity evar niscayatmika 
buddhih- 

"The devotional service my Guru has given me, consisting of 
hearing, chanting, remembering and serving the lotus feet of 
my beloved deity is my practice, my goal and my very life. 

Neither in the stage of sadhana, nor in the state of perfection 
will I be able to give up this order. This is what I desire, this is 
my duty and I don’t want to do anything else, not even in 
dreams! 

It may make me happy, it may make me miserable, it may 
liberate me from material life, it may not liberate me from 
material life, all this doesn’t matter to me! This attitude is called 
niscayatmika buddhi." 

This is also the kind of determination of a person who is 
dedicated to the service of $17 Radha, which is the most blissful 
and most delicious thing existing in the kingdom of devotion: 

"The service of S17 Radha is my goal, it is my practice, it is my 
very life, I am absolutely unable to give up the service of Si 
Radha. It may make me happy, it may make me unhappy, I may 
take birth in any kind of womb, I may go either to heaven or 
hell as a result of my activities - let my only duty and activity be 
the practice of ra@dhd-dasya, consisting of hearing, chanting, 
remembering or serving the deity of Sri Radha! 

If an avikalamati-person, who is thus exclusively fixed in the 
service of Sri Radha, recites this Radhakundastakam, he then 
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will swiftly be able to see Sri Radharani in the embrace of Sri 
Krsna. This is the highest perfection for the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, 
for their only desire is: 


ballabi bhujalatabaddhe brahmani mano me ramate 


"May the supreme brahman delight my mind as He is bound 
by the vine like arms of the gopis!" 


radhapade kori yihon atma-samarpana; 
radha pada-dasi nama koreche dharana 
srt radhara manohara ei kundastaka; 
nitya patha kore yiho lotaye mastaka 
krsna-candra tara prati hon suprasanna; 
yugala darsana bhagye hoy upasanna 
radhalingita krsne sadhaka sarire; 
rt kunda dekhaye dena radhakunda-tire 
kunda-tate vasa kori raghunatha dasa; 
bhajanaa samputa korila prakasa 


"Krsna-candra will be very satisfied with anyone who 
surrenders unto Radha’s lotus feet, who bears a name thus 
marking her as a maidservant of Radha’s lotus feet and who 
always recites this enchanting Radhakundastakam, rolling with 
his head (at the feet of this astakam) and He will bestow the 
audience of the Yugala-Kisora to such a fortunate soul. 

Such a devotee will be able to see Sri Radha wrapped in Sri 
Krsna’s embrace on the bank of Radhakunda. 

In this way Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, who lives on the 
bank of Radhakunda, opens the basket of his bhajana and shows 
us its contents." 
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Thus ends Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s 
‘Radhakundastakam’ 


Translated 1988 - 1996 by Advaita Dasa. 
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Stava 


A praise of the manifestation of the Vraja- 
pastimes. 


By Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami 


With the commentary of 
Radhakunda Mahanta Pandit 
Sri Srimat Ananta das Babaji 


Translation: Sri Advaita das 


Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna Padambujebhyo namah 


~ 458 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


VERSE 1: 


pratistha rajjibhir baddharm 
kamadyair vartma-patibhih 
chittva tah sarhharantas ta- 

naghareh pantu mam bhatah 


pratistha - distinction; rajjubhih - of the ropes; baddham - 
being bound; kama- lust; ddyaih - and by others; vartma- 
patibhih - by the highwaymen; chitvd - to sever; tah - they; 
samharantah - destroying; tan - them; aghdreh - of Sri Krsna, 
the enemy of sins, or Aghasura; pdntu - may protect; mam - me; 
bhatah - the heroic soldiers. 


I am bound by the ropes of the desire for distinction 
by highwaymen like lust. May the heroic devotees of Sri 
Krsna save me by cutting these ropes and destroying 
them. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this Vraja-Vilisa-Stava, 
Sripada Raghunatha dasa Gosvamicarana praises the greatness 
and the glories of Sri Vraja-dhama and Sri Radha-Madhava with 
Their associates according to his own desire. 

Sripada Raghunatha’s consciousness is always immersed in 
the mellows of the Vraja-pastimes. VRAJA is the abode of love. 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is beside Himself while 
swimming in the ocean of the Vrajavasis’ love, and He can never 
find the limits to this relish. Sripada Raghunatha is ghurnana 
sada divyati, always spinning around in the ocean of mahd- 
bhava, which consists of the rasa-nirydsa (extract) of the Vraja- 
gopis’ prema, the summit of Vraja-rasa. The honey trickling 
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from the divine bud of his heart’s lotus is this VRAJA VILASA 
STAVA. 

Although this may be somewhat understandable to the raga- 
margiya-sddhaka-bhaktas, who can somehow meditate on this, 
there is no doubt about it that it’s deep meaning will be diluted 
when an insignificant person like me, who performs no bhajana 
and who is bound by material desires, comments upon it. 

May Sripada Raghunatha’s attribute of unlimited 
compassion therefore cleanse all the offences committed by a 
person like me and may he shower me with the pollen of his 
lotus feet, birth after birth, knowing that I have commenced 
this very bold and daring work for my own purification. This 
wretch prays that he may come close to his lotus feet. 

At the beginning of this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, Sripada 
Raghunatha out of humility and anxiety, qualities which 
naturally arise out of the ocean of his prema, submits his own 
disqualification at the lotus feet of Sri Govinda and prays for 
His devotees’ mercy in these first two slokas. Such humility and 
eagerness awaken in the heart of a premika (lover of Krsna) 
when he reaches the highest maturity in prema. 

Srimat Sanatana Gosvami has described the reciprocation 
between humility and prema - 


paripakena dainyasya premajasram vitanyate 
parasparam tayor ittham karya karanateksate 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.5.225) 


"Humility becomes manifest when prema reaches its ripened 
stage. In the same way, prema becomes manifest when humility 
culminates. In this way love and humility are each other’s cause 
and effect." 
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Sri Sanatana Gosvami comments on this verse as follows: 
nanvevam prema nisthayah phalan dainyam iti paryavasyati 
taccayuktam sarvatra premna eva phalatvena pratipadandt. 
satyam tat tu premne ndtiva bhinnam, kintu dntaralaksana 
riipa mukhyataramangamevetyaha - pariti. 

"In the previous verse it was said dainyas tu paramam 
premnah paripdkena janyate - "When prema ripens humility 
awakens." 

From this one might conclude: "So the result of fixation in 
prema is humility", but this is not right, for is it not ascertained 
by everyone that prema is the result of the practice of bhakti?" 
The answer to this is: "Certainly, but humility is not so much 
different from prema, rather it is one of the main internal items 
of prema. This has been revealed in this paripakena-verse." 

Anyway, out of topmost humility Sripada Raghunatha 
considers himself to be an ordinary s@dhaka endowed with so 
many vices and says: pratisthd-rajjubhir baddhani kamadyair 
vartma-patibhih 

"I have been bound up with the ropes of the desire for 
distinction by the highwaymen of the six enemies: lust, anger, 
greed, delusion, false pride and envy." 

In verse 5 of his Manah Siksa, Sripada has compared the six 
enemies starting with lust to highwaymen. Just as highwaymen 
rob travellers of all their possessions leaving them penniless, 
similarly the enemies like lust and anger rob the sd@dhakas of 
their wealth of bhajana and leave them devotionally penniless. 

In the Gita Sri Krsna has said to Arjuna: "All the senses are 
controlled by attraction and aversion to the sense objects. Do 
not become controlled by this duality of attraction and aversion. 
They are the greatest enemies of the spirit soul!" 

Thereafter Arjuna inquired: 
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atha kena prayukto’yam papam carati purusah 
anicchan api varsneya balad iva niyojitah 


(Gita - 3.36) 


"O Krsna! By what are people forcibly engaged in sin, even 
unwillingly?" 

In other words, who or what forcibly engages us in sinful 
activities, overwhelming our senses even if we do not want it 
and even if we know all the rules and prohibitions of the 
scriptures? 

The Lord said: 


kama esa krodha esa rajoguna samudbhavah 
mahasano mahapapma viddhyenam iha vairinam 


(Gita 3-37) 


"O Arjuna! It is this lust, it is this anger that is born from the 
material mode of passion and which is insatiable and very 
horrible. Know this to be the great enemy of the sddhaka." 

LUST is the desire for sense gratification. When this desire 
is unfulfilled or thwarted it turns into ANGER, hence lust and 
anger are one and therefore they are mentioned here in the 
singular tense. 

These desires for sense gratification are again assuming the 
forms of greed, illusion, false pride and envy which are related 
to the sense objects. In other words, when one is excessively 
attracted to sweet flavours and money this behaviour is called 
GREED. When this craving makes the intelligence attached to 
temporary things it covers our spiritual knowledge and our 
knowledge of God and this is called DELUSION. When the 
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ignorance accruing from this craving bears the form of self 
identification like "I am rich" or "I am learned" then this is 
called FALSE PRIDE. When this self-esteem makes one 
upset after seeing others’ wealth, friends and knowledge, then 
this burning sensation is called ENVY or para sri kdtarata. 
Therefore lust or desire is the root cause of all mischief and the 
sole enemy of humankind. The main chief of the six 
highwaymen-enemies is DESIRE or LUST. 

It cannot be said though, that all the sddhakas in the kingdom 
of bhajana have freed themselves completely from the grip of 
the highwaymen by giving up all connections with the sense- 
objects, considering them to be the only obstacles to bhajana. 
Although Sripada Raghunatha is an eternal associate of the 
Lord he spoke to instruct all the living entities: 

"The highwaymen like lust have bound me around the neck 

with the ropes of THE DESIRE FOR DISTINCTION". 
‘I am a scholar, I am so qualified, I am a devotee, renunciant, 
bhajanadnandi, premika, everyone will sing my glories, I will 
lord it over the society of devotees by gaining the most respect 
there.’ 

These kinds of aspirations are called pratisthasa. Even a 
person who gave up everything cannot easily give up the desire 
for distinction. This is such a wicked and turbulent desire which 
is not so easy to control as are lust and anger and so on. 

When a sddhaka begins to identify himself according to his 
bhajana then this will drag the boat of his s¢dhana down to hell 
(we have discussed this matter properly in the seventh sloka of 
Manah Siksa). The target of a sincere devotee, who turns 
towards the Lord and who is free from deceit, is only to act for 
the love of the Lord. A devotee who is thus adorned with all 
great qualities like humility and modesty, can cast the desire for 
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distinction, which is a powerful weapon of the enemies like lust, 
far away. Srila Thakura Mahasaya has written: 


na koriho asat cesta, — labha piija pratistha, 
sada cinta govinda carana 
sakala vipatti yabe, — mahananda sukha pabe, 
prema bhakti parama karana 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"Do not endeavour for the false (unreal), like profit, 
adoration and distinction. Always think of Govinda’s lotus feet! 
All calamities will vanish and you will become very happy. This 
is the greatest cause for loving devotion!" 

All the calamities of the sd@dhaka will be destroyed by 
thinking of Govinda’s lotus feet. The greatest means of 
remembering Govinda’s lotus feet is association with Govinda’s 
devotees and attaining their mercy. Therefore Sri Raghunatha 
has said: chittvd tah samharantas tann aghareh pantu mam 
bhatah. 

"May the heroic devotees of Sri Krsna sever these ropes of 
distinction and protect me by destroying these highwaymen like 
lust." 

In the company of Sri Krsna’s devotees, their attributes of 
humility and modesty are infused into the consciousness of the 
sddhaka. By their grace the desire for distinction flees far away. 
By hearing 817 hari-katha from their holy mouths, the enemies 
like lust disappear and attachment to bhajana awakens within 
the heart of the s@dhaka. 


apani palabe saba, Suniya govinda raba, 
simha rabe yeno karigana 
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sakala vipatti yabe, mahananda sukha pabe 
yara hoy ekanta bhajana. 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"They (these vices) will flee automatically when they hear the 
sound of Govinda’s name, just as elephants flee when they hear 
the lion’s roar. All calamities will go from one who surrenders 
to bhajana and he will attain the topmost bliss." 

Thus Sripada Raghunatha teaches the s@dhakas who are still 
struggling with all these vices by his own example how to pray 
to the devotees of Sri Krsna: 


kamadi patha dasyugana, kare tara vicarana, 
e samsare nigiidha bhavete 
pratistha rajjura dvara, chaya jane mili tara, 
bandhiyache amara golete 


"Highwaymen like lust are secretly wandering through the 
material world. These six enemies have bound me around the 
neck with the ropes of distinction." 


krsna bhakta viragana, — dante trna nivedana, 
chinna kori tadera bandhana 
chaya ripu vadha kori, raksa@ koro kese dhari, 
krsna boli koriya garjana 


"With a straw between my teeth I pray to the heroic devotees 
of Krsna to sever the bondage. While roaring out the name of 
Krsna they will kill these six enemies and save me by holding 
me by the hair." 
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VERSE 2: 


dagdham vardhaka-vanya-vahnibhir alarn dastarn durandhyahina 
biddharhn mam atiparavasya-visikhaih krodhadi-simhair vrtam | 
svamin prema-sudha-dravam karunaya drak payaya Sri-hare 
yenaitan avadhirya santatam aha dhiro bhavantam bhaje |I2ll 


dagdham - burnt; vardhaka - old age; vanya - forest; vahnibhih - 
by the fires; alam - greatly; dastam - bitten; durandhya - great 
blindness; ahinad - by the snake; viddham - pierced; mam - me; ati - 
great; paravasya - dependence; visikhaih - by the arrows; krodha - 
anger; adi - and others; sirihaih - by the lions; vrtam - surrounded; 
svamin - O master!; prema - love of God; sudha-dravam - nectar; 
karunayd - by the grace; drak - quickly; payaya - cause to drink; sri 
hare - O Sri Hari!; yena - by whom; etan - this; avadhirya - ignore; 
santatam - constantly; aham - I; dhirah - steadfastly; bhavantam - 
You; bhaje - I may worship. 


"O Sri Hari! I am burning in the forest fires of old age, 
the terrible snake of blindness is biting me, I am pierced 
by the sharp arrows of dependence on others and I am 
surrounded by the lions of anger and so forth. O Master! 
Please quickly make me drink the nectar of your love, so 
that I may ignore all these things and worship You in a 
steadfast manner!" 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: From this verse it can be 
understood that this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava was written in Sri 
Raghunatha’s old age. The more his old age approached, the 
more his life-airs began to burn in an intolerable forest fire of 
separation from Sri Gauranga and Sri Radharani. Moreover 
tears constantly streamed from his eyes like monsoon showers 


~ 466 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


out of separation from Sri Ripa and Sanatana Gosvami, causing 
his eyesight to vanish. 

When old age is nearing one becomes naturally dependent 
and when anger arises there will be an obstacle to the continuity 
of bhajana, which makes it naturally hard to remain alive. 
Although Sri Raghunatha has a transcendental pdrsada-sarira 
(body of an eternal associate of the Lord) and thus these 
hardships do not have any influence on him, he still is humbly 
revealing his deplorable condition in this verse, just to instruct 
the sddhakas. 

After all, in the Bhakti-Ratnakara one can find a description 
of Sri Raghunatha’s extraordinary adherence to the regulative 
principles of bhajana: 


Sri dasa gosaira kotha kohone na jay; 
nirantara dagdha hiya viraha vyathaya 
kotha sri svartipa-riipa sanatana - boli; 

bhasaye netrera jale viluthaye dhili 

ati ksina Sartra durbol ksane ksane 
koroye bhaksana kichu dui cari dine 

yadyapi suska deha batase haloy; 
tathapi nirbandha kriya sab samadoy 
bhiime padi’ pranami’ uthite nahi pare; 
ithe ye nisedhe kichu na kohoye tare 
prabhu datta govardhana sila guiija hare; 

seve ki adbhuta sukhe apana pasare 

divd nisi na jandye sri nama grahane; 

netre nidra nai asrudhara du’nayane 

dasa gosvamira cesta bujhite ke pare; 
sada magna radha krsna caitanya vihare 


(Bhakti-Ratnakara, 6th Wave) 
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"Srila Dasa Gosvami is indescribable. His heart was always 
burning in the fire of separation. While saying: "Where are you, 
Si Svartipa Damodara, Sit Ripa and Sanatana!>", he rolled in 
the dust and floated in his own tears. His emaciated body 
became weaker at every moment and he would only eat 
something every two or four days. Although his body was so 
frittle that it could be blown away by the wind, he would still 
perform all his important duties. When he fell to the ground to 
offer obeisances to someone, he could not get up anymore. But 
if anyone (out of concern for him) forbade him to do this, he 
would not listen. 

He would forget himself out of ecstasy when he worshipped 
the Govardhana-sila and the gufijd-beads that Lord Caitanya 
had given him, and he did not know whether it was day or night 
when he chanted the beautiful names of Radha and Krsna. 
There was no sleepiness in his eyes that were always full of tears 
of love. Who can understand the activities of Dasa Gosvami? 
His mind was always immersed in the pastimes of Radha-Krsna 
and Lord Caitanya!" 

Although he performed bhajana throughout the eight 
periods of the day his thirst for more bhajan was never 
quenched, as if he was suffering from cholera.' bhakti is by 
nature insatiable. As soon as satiation appears in bhajana we 
must understand that the lifespan of our bhajan is diminished. 
The relish of the flavours of bhajana can be measured 
according to the thirst for bhajana. The greater the thirst, the 
greater the relish, the greater the relish, the greater the thirst. 
They increase and nourish each other. 


TA person who suffers from cholera never has his thirst for water 
quenched and ultimately dies of thirst. 
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In the previous verse Sri Raghunatha prayed for the mercy 
of the Vaisnavas, so that he could be released from the hands of 
his enemies like lust and their great agent distinction, and thus 
attain the great fortune of pure bhajana. Then again he thinks: 
"Even if I am saved from the grip of enemies like lust and 
distinction, still this body of mine obstructs my bhajana. It is as 
if the forest fire of old age is constantly consuming my body. 
The burning of this fire gradually vanquishes my power of 
bhajana." 

Although Si Raghunatha is an eternal associate of the Lord 
he gives here a beautiful teaching to the world. Many people 
keep their youth reserved for free sense gratification and their 
old age for bhajana. But alas! What else is it but crazyness or 
foolishness to engage our youthful energy in mortal sense 
gratification and to reserve our old age for attaining the 
immortal treasure of prema, thus desiring to give the remnants 
of mayd to the Lord? For this reason Srila Prahlada Mahasaya 
told his demoniac classmates: 


kaumara acaret prajno dharman bhagavatan iha 
durlabham manusan janma tad apy adhruvam arthadam 
yatha hi purusasyeha visnoh padopasarpanam 
yad esa sarva bhitanam priya atmesvarah suhrt 
sukham aindriyakam daitya deha yogena dehinam 
sarvatra labhyate daivad yatha duhkam ayatnatah 
tat prayaso na kartavyo yata ayur vyayah param 
na tatha vindate ksemam mukunda caranambujam 
tato yateta kusalah ksemaya bhavam asritah 
Sariram purusam yavan na vipadyeta purkalam 


(Bhagavata 7.6.1-5) 
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"O friends! A wise man practises the theistic religion from his 

childhood! After all, human birth is very rare and although it 
bestows the highest blessing, it can be finished at any time. 
In this material world the human birth is most favourable for 
surrendering to the lotus feet of the Lord, Who is the dear most 
friend of all living beings. O demons! The happiness arising 
from sense gratification can be obtained everywhere without 
effort, even in the animal species, just as misery can be. 
Therefore we should not endeavour for sense pleasures, for this 
simply decreases our lifespan. 

The auspiciousness arising from the worship of Lord 
Mukunda’s lotus feet can never be attained by serving the 
senses. Therefore an intelligent person should not endeavour 
for temporary sense pleasures, but for the worship of Sri 
Govinda’s lotus feet as long as the body is not worn out by old 
age, disease and lamentations." 

Sripada Raghunatha teaches the living beings: "Don’t save 
your old age for bhajana, for there are many problems in old 
age!" 

He mentions himself as the example of all these problems: 
dastani durandhyahina 

"I am bitten by the snake of blindness! The poisonous bite of 
the snake of blindness is burning up my body, mind and life- 
airs. The power of my bhajana is being diminished, and there 
is no shelter from this suffering!" 

Then again he says: viddha mam ati pdravasya visikhaih 
"During old age the body and senses become invalid, so the 
help of others is needed to accomplish all kinds of perpetual 
devotional duties. The body becomes dependent and this is as 
miserable as being pierced by sharp arrows." 

Sri Raghunatha was the greatest renunciant; when he 
renounced his great wealth to come to the Lord’s lotus feet at 
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Nilacala he began to live there by begging. That day, the Lord 
became very pleased with him and told him: 


bhalo koila vairagira dharma acarila; 
vairagi koribo sada nama sankirtana; 
magiya khaiya kore jivana raksana; 
vairagi hoiya yeba kore parapeksa; 
karya siddhi nahe, krsna korena apeksa 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 6) 

"You have done very well by adhering to the principles of 
renunciation. A renunciant is always chanting the holy name, 
keeping himself alive by eating begged food. A renunciant who 
relies on others will not attain perfection. He will be neglected 
by Krsna." 

These words from the Lord’s divine mouth are still floating 
on the canvas of Sri Raghunatha’s memory, but in old age one 
becomes helpless and accepts the help of others. He feels that 
he is acting contrary to the Lord’s divine words and this misery 
feels to him like the sharp piercing of arrows. 

Then again he says: krodhddi simhair vrtam "I am attacked 
by the lions of anger and so." In old age, anger naturally 
awakens. It is the natural course of the body’s development. 
This is striking the heart like the attack of a turbulent lion. 
When some traveller is by chance surrounded by a blazing 
forest fire and simultaneously bitten by a black snake, pierced 
by the sharp arrows of a hunter and attacked by so many lions, 
then no one else but the victim himself can understand how it 
feels to befall so many calamities at the same time. 

Si Raghunatha says: "I am suffering in a similar way." 

Although he is always engaged in bhajana Sri Raghunatha 
thinks that his old age is physically impeding it. How great is his 
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craving for bhajan, although he is already constantly swimming 
in the ocean of bhajan! 

He thinks to himself: "By drinking nectar, old age vanishes 
and the body is given new energy. By drinking nectar the 
demigods have become immortal. When old age is gone, all the 
conditions connected with it will also be gone and I could be so 
fortunate as to resume my bhajan without worries." 

Hence he submits this prayer to Sri Govinda’s lotus feet: 
svamin prema sudha-dravam karunayd drak payaya sri hare 
yenaitan avadhirya santatam aham dhiro bhavantam bhaje 

“O Hari! O master! Please swiftly make me drink the nectar 
of Your love so that I can ignore all these conditions and I can 
always worship Your lotus feet!" 

The meaning of these addresses here are as follows: Sri 
Krsna is the sudmi. Without His grace, no one can attain prema 
simply on the strength of his own sddhand. sddhand merely 
cleanses the heart of the s@dhaka and makes it fit for prema to 
enter it. Sri Krsna may mercifully give prema to such a worthy 
object of His grace. Then again He is Hari, which means that 
He removes (harana) all impediments from the surrendered 
sddhaka and steals his mind through prema: 

hari sabdera bahu artha dui mukhyatama; sarva amangala 
hare, prema diya hare mana (C.C.) 

Although the demigods in heaven become immortal by 
drinking nectar it is an impediment for the devotees of Krsna. 
The transcendental body of their bhajana is being nourished by 
the NECTAR OF PREMA. 

The relish of the flavours of prema makes one forget all 
physical conditions. It nourishes the transcendental body of 
bhajana and constantly extends the energy of bhajana. When a 
sddhaka can attain the relish of the nectar of bhajana in his 
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heart of hearts, then all unfavourable factors for his bhajan will 
be removed and he will be able to continue bhajana forever. 
This is the essential teaching of this discussion for the sédhakas. 


vardhakya ripa davanale, dagdha kore tile tile, 
ksane ksane mana ucatana 
andhata-ripa kala sarpa, bhayavaha yara darpa, 
damsanete iha acetana 


"I am burning in the forest fire of old age at every moment 
and this always upsets my mind. I fell unconscious from the bite 
of the black snake of blindness, who is very proud of its 
terrifying nature." 


paravasya riipa bane, _ hiyara majhare hane, 
tahe viddha koriyache more. 
krodha riipa simha more, ghiriyache cari dhare, 
palaite keba sakti dhare? 


"My heart is pierced by the arrows of dependence and I am 
surrounded on all sides by the lions of anger. Who has the 
power to escape from them?’ 


he svamin he hare, sad aisvarya sada yare, 
dasi hoye nitya seva kore. 
premamrta koro dana, prana bhari kori pana, 
sanjivita koroho amare 


"O master, O Hari, Whom the six opulences are always 


serving like a mere maidservant, please give me the nectar of 
prema! I will drink it with all my heart! Please revive me thus!" 
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VERSE 3: 


yan madhuri divyasudharasabdheh 
smrteh kanenapy atilolitatma | 
padmair vrajasthan akhilan vrajam ca 
natva svanathau bata tau didrkse II3ll 


yad - whose; madhuri - sweetness; divya - divine; sudha - nectar; 
rasa - transcendental flavours; abdheh - of the ocean; smrteh - of the 
remembrance; kanena - by the drop; api - even; ati - very much; lolita 
- restless, or possessed with transcendental greed; atma - self; padyaih 
- with verses; vraja-sthan - those who live in Vraja; akhilan - all; 
vrajam ca - and the abode of Vraja; natva - bowing down; sva - own; 
nathau - two Lords; bata - alas!; tau - these two; didrkse - desiring to 
see. 


I greatly yearn to see My most beloved king and 
queen, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava, the memory of a single 
drop from the nectar ocean of Whose sweetness has 
made my heart very eager to see Them. Thus through 
these verses I bow down to Their abode Vraja and its 
inhabitants. 


Stavamrta kana vyakhya: Through the previous verse we 
can somehow get to know how great Sripada Raghunatha’s 
passionate devotion was, that caused such a great yearning for 
bhajana in his old age. 

His extraordinary renunciation and his harsh adherence to 
the regulative principles of bhajana simultaneously arise in one 
place with the tenderness of his loving devotion, always serving 
as a shining example for the ra@ga-bhaktas like the polestar. 
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Deeply absorbed in bhajana, Sri Raghunatha is weeping on 
the bank of Radhakunda. He cannot remain alive without 
seeing the Lord directly. Occasionally a transcendental vision 
of the sweetness of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava awakens in him 
Whose relish expands a supernatural bliss in his consciousness, 
and then a moment later the vision ends and his lamentations 
double in intensity. 

It is comparable to the momentary lightning strike in a 
clouded new moon night, which (afterwards) doubles the 
darkness of the traveller’s eyes. What a wonderful condition of 
bhava awakens when the premika once relishes the sweetness 
of the Lord through his eyes and then this vision vanishes. 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada describes this in his 
Madhurya-Kadambini-grantha (8th shower): ...hanta hanta 
kena vd anirvacaniya bhagyena svayan hasta prapto nidhir 
ajani, kena va mahdparadhena tatas cyutam iti, nisceturr 
niscetano’ham na prabhavami tad badhavadhitadhth kva yami 
kin vd karomi kam upayam atra kam uha vd prechami maha- 
Stinyam iva niratmakam iva nihsaranam iva dava plustam iva 
man nigilad iva tribhuvanam avaloke 

"Alas! Alas! By some indescribable stroke of luck I have 
gotten this jewel in my hand! What offence did I commit that 
made it fall from my hand again? I am ignorant, so I cannot 
ascertain anything myself! ’ve become like a great fool! Where 
shall I goP What shall I do? Whom shall I ask for the solution to 
this? I feel completely empty as if bereft of all relatives, without 
shelter as if burning in a forest fire! It is as if the three worlds 
are devouring me!" 

If a sddhana-siddha-premika experiences this out of want for 
the sweetness of the Lord, one can easily imagine how powerful 
the condition of separation of a nitya-siddha-parikara like 
Sripada Raghunatha must be. 
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When his transcendental visions vanish, he feels a strong 
want and even during such sphurana-(unfolding) visions he 
feels a deep hankering for the direct attainment of the deity. In 
such a condition Sripada Raghunatha praised Sridhama Vraja 
and the eternal associates of the Lord in this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, 
as a means to directly attain the Lord. 

In this verse he says: yan madhuri divya sudha rasabdheh 
smrteh kanendpyati lolitatma 

"I have become extremely greedy after remembering the 
flavour of even one drop from the divine sweet nectarocean of 
Sri Sri Radha-Madhava." 

The divine nectar of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava’s sweetness is 
like a billowing ocean. When Sripada relishes a sphurana-vision 
of even one drop of this nectar he becomes overwhelmed. 
Because he attracts everyone from the material universes up to 
Vaikuntha and Goloka, from the mobile and immobile 
creatures up to Laksmi Narayana and even Himself, the Lord 
of Goloka with His wonderful sweetness, He is named ‘Krsna’. 


orndavane aprakrta navina madana; 
kama gayatri kama bije yara upasana 
purusa yosit kiba sthavara jangama; 
sarva cittakarsaka saksan manmatha madana 
Srigara rasarajamaya murtidhara; 
ataeva atma paryanta sarva citta hara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 8) 


"The transcendental youthful Cupid of Vindavana_ is 
worshipped with the Kama-Gayatri-mantra with the Kama-bija. 
He attracts men and women, mobile and immobile creatures, 
for He is the enchanter of Cupid Himself. He is the 
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embodiment of the king of flavours, the erotic flavour, and thus 
He steals even His own mind away!" 

Along with His all-attractive, ever fresh dense syama-beauty, 
the tender Syamasundara Who is an ocean of sweetness and the 
root cause of all lustre, there is premera svariipa deha prema 
vibhavita; krsnera preyasi srestha jagate vidita. 

Who can describe the power of the clash of the billowing 
waves of this incomparable ocean of sweetness, the golden 
embodiment of mahabhava, that shines like fresh Gorocana- 
pigments, Krsna’s dear most beloved Srimati Varsabanavi, with 
the Krsna-ocean? 

Simply by remembering one drop of this, Sri Raghunatha 
becomes exceedingly greedy. Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada gives a 
slight hint of this self-manifest sweetness of Sri Sri Radha- 
Madhava: 


gaura syama rucojjvalabhir amalair aksnor vildsotsavair 
nrtyantibhir asesa madana kala vaidagdhya digdhatmabhih 
anyonya priyata sudha parimala stomonmadabhih sada 
Radha-Madhava madhuribhir abhitas cittama mamakramyatam 


(Sit Krsna Sandarbha 581) 


"May Radha and Madhava, Who are shining with a golden 
and bluish splendor, Whose eyes are dancing in a spotless 
festival of play, Who are anointed with endless cleverness in 
erotic artistry, and Who are greatly delighted by the nectarean 
fragrance of Their mutual dearness, attack my mind in all 
respects with Their sweetness." The purport of this verse is: 

"May the combined self manifest, indescribable forms of Sii- 
Sri Radha-Madhava arise in my consciousness in such a way 
that not even the slightest other awareness will remain. May 
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that sweetness never leave my consciousness!" - This is 
Sripada’s wish. 

He describes this sweetness as a bright golden and bluish 
splendor. In other words - The sapphire-like luster of Syama 
and the golden luster of Sri Radha illuminate all directions. 

Because of being with the beloved, Sri Radha’s right eye and 
Sri Krsna’s left eye are gladdened by wonderful gestures, 
dancing with indescribable sweetness. The endless manifesting 
expertise of Vrsabhanu-nandini’s mddanakhya-mahabhdava is as 
if surrounding Their sublime bodies. 

In other words, Their bodies are adorned by the sweetness 
of innumerable wonderful pastimes like kissing and embracing, 
which are the visible signs of that mddana-bhava from which 
innumerable pastimes become revealed, generating all bhavas, 
from rati upto mahabhava. 

Then again They are gladdened by the fragrance of 
sweetness that anoints Them with the unguents of mutual love 
and enchants all the people. In other words, just as the 
vermilion and other unguents that adorn a hero and heroine’s 
body makes their bodies fragrant and delights Their bystanding 
girlfriends, similarly the fragrance of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava’s 
mutual love supremely delights Their sakhis. 

Srimat Jiva Gosvami said: "May this sweetness attack my 
consciousness in all respects!" 

The remembrance of even a drop of this ocean of Sn Si 
Radha-Madhava’s very powerful sweetness greatly overwhelms 
Sripada Raghunatha’s heart and mind. He becomes unsteady 
when great sacred greed awakens within him. Without directly 
being able to relish this sweetness he won’t be able to stay alive. 
jala vind yeno mina, duhka paya ayuh hina (Like a fish out of 
water I suffer like I am lifeless). Such is his condition. He 
cannot spend any more time without darsana. 
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Being thus helpless in his desire to see S1i-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava, his king and queen, he praises and honours Sri Vraja- 
dhama and its inhabitants in these verses, seeing this as the best 
way to attain Their darsana. padyair vrajasthan akhilan vrajan 
ca, natvd svanathau bata tau didrkse. Hence this stava is called 
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava. When Vraja-dhama and the inhabitants of 
Vraja are merciful, he will easily attain the direct audience of 
his most beloved Sri Sri Radha-Madhava, this is Sri 
Raghunatha’s unswayable faith. 


yandera madhuri sindhu, smari tara eka bindu 
ati lubdha hoiyachi ami. 
katipaya Sloka kore, vraja-dhama parikare, 
bhakti bhare tanha sabe nami. 


"Because I have become very greedy even by remembering 
a mere drop of the ocean of Their beauty, I am now bowing 
down with devotion to Vraja-dhama and Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s 
associates there in these following verses." 


ei vancha hoy prane, nitya kori darasane, 
prana mora yugala kisora. 
vrajavasi sange vasa, ei matra abhilasa, 
(seve) ei asa piirna koro mora 


"I cherish the desire in my heart to always see Them, for the 


Yugala Kisora are my very life. I desire only to live with the 
Vrajavasis. Please fulfill these desires (for service)!" 
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VERSE 4: 


pradurbhava-sudha-dravena nitaram angitvam aptva yayo- 
rgosthe’tiksnam ananga esa paritah kridaé-vinodam rasaih | 
prityollasayatiha mugdha-mithuna-sreni-vatathsav imau 
gandharva giridharinau bata kada draksyami ragena tau II4ll 


pradurbhava - appearance; sudha-dravena - with the nectar; 
nitaram - always; angitvam - the embodied state; apta - attain; yayoh 
- of whom; gosthe - in Vraja; abhiksnam - constantly; ananga - the 
disembodied Cupid; esa - this; paritah - everywhere; krida - play; 
vinodam - pleasure; rasaih - with flavours; pritya - with love; 
ullasayati - gladdens; iha - here; mugdha - bewildered, beautiful, 
young; mithuna - pair; srent - series; vatamsau - the greatest 
ornaments; imau - these two; gandharva - Radha; giridharinau - and 
Krsna; bata - alas!; kada - when; draksyami - I will see; ragena - with 
passionate love; tau - these two. 


When will I see Gandharva and Giridhari, the crown 
jewels of innocent, young and beautiful Couples, Who 
gave the disembodied Cupid his body back by sprinkling 
him with the nectar waves of Their appearance and Who 
are always lovingly expanding Their erotic pastimes of 
pleasure, with the eyes of devotional passion? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: A great longing for the 
sweetness of the Yugala awakens within Sripada Raghunatha’s 
heart. This intense longing is the very life-force of raga bhajana. 
Through his wonderfully artistic sweet poetry Sri Raghunatha 
reveals his deep anurdga in these verses. 

The river of his kavya-rasa (mellows of poetry) is agitated by 
ever new waves of beauty and sweetness and constantly flows 
towards the mddhurya-sindhu (ocean of sweetness) of Sri-S1i 
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Radha-Madhava, illuminated by the lovely rays of the ever- 
fresh moon of bhava and dancing with higher and higher waves 
of lalita-lila (lovely pastimes), eager to go down into it. 

In the previous verse he has said: "I greatly yearn to see My 
most beloved king and queen Radha and Madhava, the memory 
of a single drop from the nectarocean of Whose sweetness has 
made my heart very eager to see Them. Thus through this 
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava I bow down to Their abode Vraja and its 
inhabitants." 

One may ask here: "Sripada! In what way do you like to see 
the Yugala? The desires of your eyes will already be fulfilled by 
seeing Them united just once, won't they?" To answer this 
question he speaks this verse: "I want to see this most rasika- 
pair enjoying erotic pastimes with Each other." 

Sri Krsna is the embodiment of complete erotic flavours and 
Sri Radha is the embodiment of complete mahabhava. If this 
embodiment of condensed erotic flavours and the embodiment 
of condensed love are relishable, then I must relish Them in a 
playful condition. In this condition I can perceive the pinnacle 
of Their exchange of rasa and prema, although generally Their 
darsana alone is already the greatest fruit of the eyes for those 
who have eyes. Because what to speak of others, They are 
Themselves already enchanted simply by seeing Each other. Si 
Krsna says: rddhara darsane amara juddya nayana; amdara 
darsane radha sukhe ageydna (C.C.) 

"The sight of Radha soothes My eyes and when Radha sees 
Me, She is beside Herself of bliss." Still, for Sri Radha’s sakhis 
and mafijaris the highest fulfillment is the sight of the Yugala in 
a playful condition. 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha is saying: "By sprinkling the 
disembodied Cupid with the nectar-rasa of Their appearance, 
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They have given him his body back?. Thus They always increase 
the pleasure of Their pastimes through transcendental flavours 
like the srigara rasa. It is as if the disembodied Cupid becomes 
directly embodied by being showered by the nectar of Sri 
Radha-Madhava’s Vrndavana lila. The purport of this is that the 
mundane Cupid has no power and influence at all in 
Vrndavana. Here the Original Personality of Godhead 
Vrajendra-Nandana is the TRANSCENDENTAL NEW 
CUPID and the most loving Vraja-sundaris serve this 
transcendental new Cupid with the supreme essence of prema, 
named mahabhawa. 

This prema is called KAMA here. Seeing the signs of this 
kama (gopi-prema), great loving and wise devotees like 
Uddhava became astonished and ecstatic and prayed for births 
as blades of grass or shrubs in Vraja in order to get showered 
with their sacred footdust. 

Although Sri Vrajendra-Nandana is the Original Personality 
of Godhead and the embodiment of rasa and d@nanda, and 
although all the people of the world can become free from all 
lusty desires and blessed with attaining prema simply by 
hearing and chanting His holy name, He Himself considers 
Himself blessed when He is showered by the countless streams 
of lust or topmost love of Sri Radha and the Vraja-gopis, and 
the world and Cupid also become fulfilled. 


radhikadi loiya koilo rasadi vilasa; 
vancha bhari asvadilo rasera niryasa 


2 siva kopanala dagdha sarira ityanubhitartha dyotaka etacchabdah 
(Banga Bihari Vidyalankara): "Cupid initially lost his body because it 


was scorched by the fire of Siva's anger." 


~ 482 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


kaigora vayasa, kama jagata sakala; 
rasadi lilaya tina korilo saphala 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4) 


"Taking Radhika and others along for the Rasa-dance and 
other pastimes He fulfills His desires by extracting the 
transcendental flavours from them. He fulfills His adolescence 
and satisfies Cupid and the whole world by performing 
pastimes like the Rasa-dance." 

The purport here is that in lust there is a certain motivation 
for selfish sense gratification. One name of lust is anaviga or the 
disembodied. If this lust, or anariga, is not joined with pure 
love, viz. activities only meant to please the beloved, without 
desiring personal sense gratification, then anariga can never 
become sdnga (embodied). 

Because the love of Sri Radhika and the gopis is in all 
respects free from all motivations, Ananga has now become 
blessed with a new body by revealing his innumerable items like 
kissing and embracing through them. Thus he has become free 
from the disgrace of his disembodied status. Especially through 
S17 Radha’s mddanakhya mahabhava-filled pastimes, Madana 
(Cupid) has been blessed again with a full embodiment. Hence 
Srimat Ripa Gosvami has written: 


harir esa na ced avatarisyan mathurayam madhuraksi radhika ca 
abhavisyad iyam vrtha visrstir makarankas tu visesatas tadatra 


(Vidagdha Madhava Nataka) 


"O sweet-eyed girl! If Sri Hari and Sri Radhika had not 
descended in Mathura, then the creation would have been in 
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vain. Especially the existence of Cupid would have been a 
waste!" 

Therefore Ananga became sdiga, or embodied, as a result of 
the appearance of S1i-S1t Radha-Madhava, and so the flavours 
of the pleasure-pastimes of this Rasika-Mithuna (romantic 
Couple) are expanding through the erotic flavour and other 
love-mellows. 

Here we may ask: "The mundane Ananga cannot get a place 
in the transcendental loving pastimes of Sri-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava, can he? Ananga may consider himself blessed and 
reembodied by taking part in these pastimes because of the 
semblance of lust in them, but can the mundane Cupid really 
actually nourish or increase the transcendental erotic pastimes 
of Sri Radha-Madhava?" 

Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written about this in his Brhad 
Krama Sandarbha-commentary on the line uttambhayan rati- 
patim ramayan cakdara ("Sri Krsna created lusty feelings in the 
Vraja-sundaris and then made love with them in different 
ways") of the Bhagavata-sloka; bahu prasdra (Bha. 10.29.46): 

vastutastu tdsam premaiva sahajikah natu kamah. tad 
abhave sd lila surasa na bhavatiti svayam eva tasam asantam 
api kamam vardhaydmasetyarthah. sa tu kamah prakrto na 
bhavati api tu sa eva bhagavan yenamsena kamavataro bhavati 
sa evansas tasam manasyavesitah 

This means: "Actually it is natural for the Vraja-ramanis to 
have pure love for Krsna without desiring personal sense 
gratification. It is impossible for desires of personal lusty sense 
gratification ever to enter into their hearts. But without lust, the 
meetings between heroes and heroines are never relishable. 
Therefore, although there was no lust in the hearts of the Vraja- 
sundaris, the Lord infused lust into them and also increased it . 
But this lust is never like mundane lust. Rather, the Lord 
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infused a particle of this lust in the presiding deity of mundane 
lust, with which he bewilders the living entities, in their hearts. 
Therefore, although the mundane Ananga has no right to enter 
into these pastimes he still considers himself embodied for the 
sake of these pastimes, and the transcendental Cupid expands 
the flavours of the Yugala-pastimes. Thus it must be 
understood." 

Sripada Raghunatha said: "S17 Radha-Giridhari are the crown 
jewels of all young, wonderful loving pairs in beauty, sweetness, 
love and playfulness. Not only of all the pairs in the material 
worlds, but also of all the Personalities of Godhead that sport in 
the spiritual worlds with Their goddesses of fortune. 
vrajendranandana krsna - nayaka siromani, ndyikara siromani 
- radha thakurani (C.C.) 

"Vrajendra-Nandana Krsna is the crown jewel of all amorous 
heroes and goddess Radha is the crown jewel of all amorous 
heroines." Sripada Raghunatha passionately yearns to see this 
Sri Radha-Giridhari. Unless this anuraga comes to anoint the 
eyes with the devotional power to see, the sweetness of the 
confidential pastimes of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava cannot be 
relished. Therefore Sri Raghunatha urges the s@dhakas who are 
eager to relish the mellows of the pastimes of Radha-Madhava 
to spend their lives practising full-time raga bhajana. 


prakatita lilariipa amrta parase 
ananga yeno anga labha kori vraje 
Srigaradi rasa dvara tiho nirantara 
sucaturya vrddhi kore navina lilara 
kama krida-rata sei yugala kisora 
anurage sandarsane hoibo vibhora 
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"Through the nectarean touch of Their manifest pastimes, it 
was as if Anariga gained a body in Vraja. He constantly expands 
the cleverness of the mellows like srigdra-rasa of these ever- 
new pastimes. I will become absorbed in passionately 
witnessing the Yugala Kisora engaging in Their erotic 
pastimes." 


VERSE 5: 


vaikunthad api sodaratmaja-vrta dvaravati sa priya 
yatra sri-Sata-nindi-patta-mahisi-vrndaih prabhuh khelati | 
prema-ksetram asau tato’pi mathur4 srestha harer janmato 
yatra Sri-vraja eva rajatitararh tam eva nityarh bhaje II5ll 


vaikunthad - than Vaikuntha; api - even; sodara - brother; atmaja 
- child; vrta - surrounded; dvaravati - Dvaraka; sa - she; priya - 
beloved; yatra - where; sri - goddess of fortune; sata - a hundred; nindi 
- belittling; pattamahisi-orndaih - with many queens; prabhuh - the 
Lord; khelati - plays; prema - love; ksetram - field; asau - this; tatah - 
than that; api - even; mathura - Mathura; srestha - the greatest; hareh 
- of Hari; janmatah - of the birth; yatra - where; sri vraja - Sri Vraja; 
eva - only; rajatitaram - clearly manifest; tam - to her; eva - only; 
nityam - eternally; bhaje - I worship. 


I eternally worship Mathura-dhama, where the 
Supreme Lord personally took His birth, which includes 
Vraja and which is even greater than Dvaraka, where the 
Lord is always enjoying wonderful pastimes with His 
Queens like Rukmini and Satyabhama, Who are the 
greatest goddesses of fortune, where He is surrounded 
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by His brother Balarama and His sons, headed by 
Pradyumna, and which is in its turn again greater than 
Vaikuntha. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his 
desires Sripada Raghunatha first praises Sri Mathura-mandala 
in this verse. 

Sri Vaikuntha is the Supreme Abode. In Srimad Bhagavata 
(2.9.10) it is described: 


pravartate yatra rajas tamas tayoh 
sattvam ca misram na ca kala vikramah 
na yatra maya kim utapare harer 
anuovrata yatra surasurarcitah 


"In Sri Vaikuntha there are no material modes of passion, 
ignorance or mixed goodness, nor is there any influence of time 
or maya, what to speak of mayd-induced lust and anger. Here 
the associates of Lord Visnu reside, worshipped by both gods 
and demons." 

In the Brhad Bhagavatdmrta it is seen that when Sri 
Gopakumara went to Vaikuntha, he experienced the spotless 
bliss there and said: 


tesu vai drsyamanesu tad brahmanubhave sukham 
gacchet sutucchatam sadyo hriyeva viramet sukham 
aho sukham kidrg idan duritham aho padam kidrg idarh mahistham 
aho mahascaryatarah prabhus ca kidrk tathas caryatara krpasya 


"When I see this Vaikuntha and all that is there, I consider 


the experience of brahma to be insignificant and the bliss of 
liberation becomes ashamed and ceases to exist. Aho! How 
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blissful it is here! How supremely glorious, indescribable and 
inconceivable this place is! Aho! How amazing also the Lord of 
this abode is and how greatly astonishing is His grace!" 

In other words: in Vaikuntha-loka everything is adorned with 
the greatest glory. Higher than this supreme abode Vaikuntha, 
though, is Dvaravatt. 

Being a worshiper in the mood of Vraja, Sit Gopakumara 
could not be happy by seeing the opulences of Vaikuntha, so 
when he gradually proceeded to Ayodhya and Dvaraka he 
experienced a happiness superior to that of Ayodhya and 
Vaikuntha in Dvaraka and said: 


mokse sukham nanu mahattamam acyute yat tat koti koti gunitam 
gaditum vikunthe 
yaktya kayacid adhikam kila kosalayam yad dvarakabhavad idan tu 
kathan nirapyam 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.5.37) 


"In Vaikuntha there is a bliss which is millions of times 
greater than the bliss of liberation, that is ascertained by those 
who desire liberation. The devotees of the Lord have 
ascertained that the bliss of Ayodhya is again greater than that 
in Vaikuntha, but none of these persons have been able to 
measure the bliss of Dvaraka!" 

Sripada Sanatana Gosvami writes in his own commentary on 
the next verse (2.5.38): yathd sevd rasa _ visesa 
nisthayayodhyayam vaikunthato’pi sukhadhikyam  ghateta, 
tatha dvarakayam api sauhrda rasa visesa nisthaydyodhyato'pi 
sukha visesah sidhyatyeva 

"There is more bliss in Ayodhya than in Vaikuntha because 
there is a specific and fixed service-attitude in Ayodhya. 
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Similarly more bliss is accomplished in Dvaraka than in 
Ayodhya because there is a certain attitude of friendship in 
Dvaraka." 

Thus showing the superiority of Dvaraka over Vaikuntha, Sri 
Raghunatha describes fixation in the sauhrd-rasa (attitude of 
friendship) and says: "Sri Krsna shines beautifully in Dvaraka, 
surrounded by His brother Balarama and His sons, headed by 
Pradyumna, and He enjoys wonderful pastimes with His 16,000 
Queens, headed by Rukmini and Satyabhama, all excelling 
hundreds of goddesses of fortune and all existing for His 
pleasure." 

After that he said: "But greater even than Dvaraka is Sri 
Mathura, because the Lord advented Himself there. Mathura- 
puri shines like the Queen of Queens, being the greatest of the 
seven holy places. Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: 


adyavanti patad graham kuru kare maye sanair vijaya 
cchatram kantci grhana kasi puratah padiryugam dharaya 
nayodhye bhaja sambhramam stuti-katham nodgaraya dvarake 
deviyan bhavatisu hanta mathura drsti-prasadan dadhe 


(Stavamala - Mathura-stava - 4) 


"O Avanti! Take the spittoon for spitting the chewed betel 
leaves in your hands! O Mayapuri! Softly fan her! O Kajici! Hold 
the umbrella! O Kasi! Hold the two sandals in front of her! 

O Ayodhye! Don’t be afraid anymore! O Dvarake! Do not offer 
anymore praises, because Mathura, who has become the Queen 
of Sri Krsna Himself, has become pleased with you!" 

The glories of Mathura are so great because Sri Krsna, the 
Original Personality of Godhead, has advented Himself there. 
More glorious than that, though, is that WITHIN THE 
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DISTRICT OF MATHURA THERE IS VRAJA, THE 
ABODE OF PURE LOVE. 

The Lord descended in Mathura, but He displayed His 
loving pastimes, devoid of all sense of awe and reverence, in 
Vraja, the abode of love. 

His associates here have forgotten all of His majesty and have 
lost themselves in loving Krsna in the mood of mora putra, 
mora sakha, mora pranapati (C.C.) "He is my son, He is my 
friend, He is the Lord of My heart." 

Hence there is no comparison to Vraja, the abode of pure 
love. When feelings of awe and reverence arise, they make the 
heart contract and this decreases the bliss of love. Love 
demands that the beloved is loved without any hesitation. 
When reverence or hesitation appear, love’s heart breaks. 

In love the devotee and the Lord are embracing each other 
in the most intimate way - this is the speciality of love. This 
cannot be found anywhere else than in Vraja, the abode of pure 
love. 

Therefore in Vraja one wave of the celestial Ganga-river of 
love follows the other, and they are flowing in innumerable 
directions. This ecstatic love cannot be witnessed anywhere else 
but in the pure and sweet ecstatic Vraja-bhdva. This is the 
exclusive glory or pride of Vraja-prema. 

Sri Raghunatha said: "I always worship this S1t Mathura, 
which includes Vraja, the abode of love". 


pattamahisi srt rukmini satyabhama; 
Sata sata laksmi nahe yahara upama 
sahodara baladeva putra parikare; 
ye sthanete srt govinda nitui vihare 
sei dhama dvaravati vaikuntha hoite; 
adhika mahima boli gaya bhagavate 
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mathura mandale prema ksetra vrajadhama; 
yatha janma angi kore svayam bhagavan 
dvaravati hoite Srestha mathura mandala 
satata bhajana kori sarva sumangala 


"Dyaraka-dhama, where S1i Govinda eternally sports with 
His Queens Sri Rukmini and Satyabhama, Who cannot be 
compared to hundreds of goddesses of fortune, as well as with 
His sons and His brother, is greater than Vaikuntha and it is 
excessively praised by Srimad Bhagavata. Mathura-mandala, 
the abode of love Vrajadhama where the Original Personality of 
Godhead took His birth, is even greater than Dvaraka, though. 
I always worship this all-auspicious place." 


VERSE 6: 


yatra kridati madhavah priyatamaih snigdhah sakhinath kulai- 
rnityarh gadha-rasena raima-sahito’py adyapi go-caranaih | 
yasyapy adbhuta-madhuri-rasa-vidam hrdy eva kapi sphuret 
prestham tan-mathura-purad api harer gostham tad evasraye II6ll 


yatra - where; kridati - plays; madhavah - Krsna; priyatamaih - 
with His most dearly beloveds; snigdhah - pleasant; sakhinam kulaih 
- with friends; nityam - eternally; gadha rasena - with deep love; rama 
sahitah - with Balarama; api - even; adya - today; api - even; 
gocaranaih - by tending cows; yasya - whose; api - even; adbhuta - 
wonderful; ma@dhuri - sweetness; rasa-vidamn - of the rasika devotees; 
hrdi - in the heart and mind; eva - only; ka@pi - anyone; sphuret - is 
manifest; prestham - dear; tad - that; mathura-purat - than the city of 
Mathura; api - even; hareh - of Hari; gostham - the pasturing fields; 
tat - that; eva - only; asraye - take shelter. 
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I take shelter of the Gostha (the pasturing fields of 
Vraja), where even today Madhava, His brother and 
Their dearest friends are performing the pastime of 
herding the cows with great love, whose indescribable 
sweetness is manifest in the hearts and minds of the 
sensitive rasika-devotees and which is dearer to Sri Hari 
than even Mathura City. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praised the city of Sri Mathura and also mentioned 
that Mathura is adorned with the greatest glory because it 
contains Vraja-mandala, the most complete abode of Sri 
Govinda’s sweet intimate pastimes. 

As Sti Raghunatha thus remembers Vraja-mandala, the self- 
manifest pastimes of Vraja appear in his mind. In this verse he 
praises the gostha, the pasturing fields of Vraja, remembering 
Sri Krsna’s sweet pastimes there with His brother Baladeva and 
friends like Sridama. 

On the day that Sri Nanda and the Vrajavasis left Gokula and 
entered Sri Vraja-mandala to find a safe haven, the children 
Balarama and Krsna became most happy to see this peerless 
pasturingland. 


vorndavanam govardhanam yamuna pulindni ca; 
viksyasid uttama priti rama madhavayor nrpa 


(Bhagavata 10.11.36) 
Sri Sukadeva told Maharaja Pariksit: "O King! When 


Balarama and Madhava saw Vrndavana, Govardhana and the 
bank of the Yamuna, They felt the greatest ecstatic love!" 
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Being attracted to these most enchanting meadows in Their 
childhood, Balarama and Krsna commenced Their gostha- 
pastimes of tending the cows with Their friends like Subala. 
The attraction to this gostha-krida@ is so strong that even the 
affectionate laps of their mothers, fathers and relatives could 
not keep them at home. 

Sri Sukadeva Muni has said: 


evam vrajaukasam pritim yacchantau bala cestitaih; 
kalavakyaih svakdlena vatsapalau vabhiivatuh 
avidire vrajabhuvah saha gopala balakaih; 
carayamasatur vatsan nana krida paricchadau 
kvacid vadayato venum ksepanaih ksipatah kvacit; 
kvacit padaih kinkinibhih kvacit krtrima go vrsaih 
vrsdyamanau nardantau yuyudhdate parasparam; 
anukrtya rutair jantims ceratuh prakrtau yatha 


(Bhagavata 10.11.37-40) 


"In this way Balarama and Krsna commenced Their pastimes 
of herding the cows and calves in Their childhood, increasing 
the transcendental bliss of the Vrajavasis with Their different 
sweet words. Taking the different items of Their childhood 
play, like Their flutes, reeds, horns and balls along, They began 
to herd the calves with Their friends like Sridama and Subala, 
not far from Nanda’s abode. Sometimes the two brothers 
played Their flutes, sometimes They threw Bilva- and Amalaki- 
fruits with bats, sometimes They sweetly danced, making the 
bells on Their lotus ankles jingle along in time, sometimes They 
appeared like cows and bulls by covering Their bodies with 
blankets and roared like bulls while fighting each other head- 
to-head, and sometimes They imitated the sounds of peacocks, 
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swans and monkeys. In this way They enjoyed Themselves with 
various sweet pastimes, just like ordinary mundane boys." 

As They gradually grew up (into the Pauganda-age-group) 
Their gostha-vihara also assumed sweeter forms. Then They 
could freely go further away from home into the gostha to 
perform Their sweet and wonderful pastimes. 

Like an expert artist Sripada Suka Muni has drawn a very 
enchanting picture of this gostha vihara: 


phala prabala stavaka sumanah piccha dhatubhih; 
kaca muktaé mani svarna bhiisita apyabhtisayan 
musnanto nyonya sikyadin jiatanarac ca ciksipuh; 
tatratyasca punar diiraddhasantasca punar daduh 
yadi diiram gatah krsno vana sobheksendya tam; 
ahan piirvam aham piirvam iti sansprsya remire 
kecidveniin vadayanto dhmantah srigani kecana; 
kecid bhrigaih pragayantah kiijantah kokilaih pare 
vicchayabhih pradhavanto gacchantah sadhuhamsakaih; 
bakair upavisantsca nrtyantas ca kalapibhih 
vikarsantah kiga balanadrohantas ca tair druman; 
vikurvantas ca taih sakam plavantas ca palasisu 
sakam bhekair vilanghantah sarit srava samplutah; 
vihasantah praticchayah sapantas ca pratisvanan 


(Bhagavata 10.12.4-10) 


"Although They were already decorated at home by Their 
mothers with glass beads, pearls, jewels and gold, when They 
came into the forest They still decorated Themselves even 
further with fruits, leaves, bunches of flowers, peacock feathers 
and mineral pigments. Thus They commenced their gostha- 
krida. One hid the flute and reed of another, and when the 
captor was caught, he flung it far away. When the owner of the 
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flute and reed ran to the place where they were thrown to catch 
them, one boy who was standing there caught them and threw 
them even further away. Then they all laughed and returned 
the things to the robbed boy." 

"Sometimes Krsna left the cowherd boys, desiring to admire 
the sylvan beauty and then the cowherd boys all came running 
to Him, calling out: "I will be the first to touch Krsna! I will be 
the first to touch Krsna!", everyone floating in transcendental 
bliss. 

"Some boys were playing flutes, some were playing horns, 
some were humming like bees, some were cooing like cuckoos, 
some took delight in running fast with the shadows of birds, 
some were imitating the walking of the swans, some sat in the 
water like ducks and some joined the peacocks in dancing. 
Some boys pulled at the tails of the baby-monkeys who sat in 
the branches of the trees, and then joined them in the high 
branches, imitating the crazy faces they were making and 
climbing with them from one branch to the other. Some 
imitated the jumping of frogs and jumped across narrow 
brooks, others made fun of their own reflections and again 
others cursed their echoes." 

While thus describing the various sweet activities of Sri 
Krsna and His cowherd boyfriends, S1i Suka Muni exclaimed in 
blissful astonishment: 


ittham satam brahma sukhanubhiitya 
dasyam gatanam paradaivatena 
maydasritanam naradarakena 
sarddhan vijahruh krta punya purjah 


(Bhagavata 10.12.11) 
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"O King! Only because of having a great amount of pious 
merit could these cowherd boys play so many childhood 
pastimes with the Original Personality of Godhead, Who is 
identified with the undifferentiated bliss of brahma by wise 
men and mystics, Who is worshipped as the Supreme Lord by 
His servants, and Who is considered no more than a human 
child by ignorant people who are attached to sense 
gratification." 

Although scriptures like the Srimad Bhagavata describe the 
deeply loving gostha-pastimes of Sri Krsna and His cowherd 
boyfriends in their pauganda-age, the greatest aspiration of 
Sripada Raghunatha, who is a maidservant of Sri Radharani, is 
to see Sri Krsna’s deeply passionate erotic gostha-pastimes in 
His kaisora-age (adolescence). 

When adolescence appears, erotic feelings awaken and Sri 
Krsna mainly develops the desire to enjoy in solitude at 
Govardhana and Sri Radhakunda together with Sri Radha, by 
Whose form, qualities and pastimes He has become enchanted. 
This He expresses through words like rakhdla loiyd vane, sada 
phire dhenu sane, tuyd lagi vane vanacart: 

"T have become a cowherder in the forest and I am 
wandering around with My cows there simply to see You!" 

He performs His sweet gostha-pastimes with Baladeva and 
His friends and then goes off with His dearest friends like 
Subala and Madhumangala on the pretext of admiring the 
beauty of the forest just to enjoy sweet passionate pastimes on 
the bank of Sri Radhakunda with $17 Radha, with the assistance 
of Sri Radha’s girlfriends and maidservants. 

The rasa of these pastimes flows into innumerable directions 
and inundates the fields of the sensitive rasika-devotees’ hearts. 
The word nityam proves the eternality of all these pastimes. 
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Hence Sri Raghunatha has said: yasydpyadbhuta madhuri 
rasavidam hrdyeva kapi sphuret: 

"The indescribable sweetness of this rasa is manifest in the 
hearts and minds of the rasika devotees. These pasturing fields 
are even dearer to Sri Krsna than Mathura. I take shelter of this 
gostha-pradesa." 


Sridamadi sakha sage krsna baladeve; 
gocarane nitya khela gadha anurage 
adbhuta rasa keli madhurya visese; 
satata lagiche yaha rasika manase 
madhupurt hoite srestha sei vrajadhama; 
Sri govinda lilabhiimi nayanabhirama 


"Vrajadhama, Sri_ Govinda’s eye-enchanting playground, 
where Sri Krsna and His brother Baladeva eternally play the 
pastimes of cowherding with Their friends, headed by Sridama, 
with deep love, the special sweetness of Whose rasika-pastimes 
is always on the minds of the rasika-devotees, is even greater 
than Mathura City." 


VERSE 7: 


vaidagdhyottara-narma-karmatha-sakhi-vrndaih paritarh rasaih 
pratyekamn taru-kufija-vallari-giri-dronisu ratrindivam | 
nana-keli-bharena yatra ramate tan navya-yinor yugam 
tat-padambuja-gandha-bandhurataram vrndavanam tad bhaje |I7I| 


vaidagdhya - cleverness; uttara - greatest; narma - humorous; 


karmatha - expert; sakhi-urndaih - with girlfriends; paritam - 
surrounded; rasaih - with tastes; pratyekam - each and every one; taru 
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- tree; kufija - grove; vallari - vine; giri - mountain; dronisu - in the 
caves; ratrim - night; divam - day; nand - various; keli - pastimes; 
bharena - with a multitude; yatra - where; ramate - enjoying love 
making; tad - that; navya - youthful; yiinah - pair; yugam - couple; tat 
- that; padambuja - lotus feet; gandha - fragrance; bandhurataram - 
very lovely; urnda@vanam - Vrndavana; tad - that; bhaje - I worship. 


I worship the very enchanting abode named Sri 
Vrndavana, which is made fragrant by the lotus feet of 
the Adolescent Couple, Who are surrounded there by 
many laughing and joking girlfriends, who are very 
expert in all kinds of arts of the amorous mellow and 
where the Divine Couple passionately sports day and 
night in the groves, that are surrounded by trees, vines 
and fresh leaves and in the caves of the mountains. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Along with the remembrance of 
the gostha-lila, the sweet vision of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s 
passionate erotic pastimes with Their girlfriends awakens in 
Sripada Raghunatha’s consciousness. 

He praises Vrndavana, the blissful abode of these rasika 
pastimes. The extraordinary speciality of Sri Krsna in His 
feature of akhila-rasamrta-mirti, the embodiment of all 
transcendental flavours, is to relish the essential extract of rasa 
through and through. 

He is rasamaya and karundmaya, full of taste and 
compassion, and these two qualities have brought Him down to 
earth from the transcendental realm of Goloka Vrndavana with 
His eternal companions. This descension of the source of all 
descensions (avatar?) is a grave mystery. 

rasika sekhara parama karuna; ei dui hetu hoite icchdra 
udgama (C.C.) Astonishment is the very life-force of rasa and 
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lila. If there is no astonishment, the pastimes cannot be sweet. 
Hence goddess Yogamaya, who is expert in accomplishing the 
impossible (aghatana-ghatana-patiyast) always keeps the 
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana absorbed 
in transcendental rasa by arranging His meetings and His 
resultant astonishing pastimes with His companions when He 
descends to the material world. 

Of all the pastimes of the different Personalities of Godhead, 
the pastimes of Sri Krgna, the Original Personality of Godhead, 
are supreme. Again of all of Sri Krsna’s pastimes, the 
Vrndavana-pastimes are purely the sweetest. Again of all the 
Vrndavana-pastimes, the sweet rasika-pastimes of Gopi-jana- 
vallabha with the gopikds, who are all endowed with 
mahabhdava, are the most astonishing. 

Sri Krsna’s sweet rasika-pastimes with Sri Radharani, Who is 
endowed with mddanakhya-mahabhava though, are the very 
limits of relishable and astonishing pastimes. The abode of 
these most rasika-confidential pastimes is Sri Vrndavana. 

S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava’s supreme abode of erotic pastimes, 
Sri Vrndavana, is full enchanting kufija (grove)-abodes, that are 
surrounded by various trees, vines and fresh leaves. 

These are not ordinary trees and vines! 


radhakrsnau parama kutukat khelato yat talesu bhutijate yat phalam 
ati rasam yat prastinadi bhiisau; 
yacchakhasthath surucira khagair maunibhir nirnimesaih 
pitalapamrta rucisudhau tams tarinscintayami 
nanakaran divya nana phaladin radha-krsna pritaye ye vahanti; 
nana samsthanodbhavantardhibhajo vande vrndaranya dhanya 
drumams tan 
radha-krsnanuragan mukula pulakino makarandaugha vaspan 
tat tadrg vata canicat kisalaya karato divya nrtyam dadhanah; 
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sat puspa srona hasah khaga kula virutaih samstuvantah phalader 
bharair namra drumas te mama parama mude santu vrndavaniyah 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 6.11-13) 


"T meditate on the trees at whose bases Sri Radha-Krsna most 
humorously play, whose very luscious fruits They are eating, 
with whose flowers They decorate Themselves or Each other, 
and on whose branches silent enchanting birds are entertaining 
Them with the nectar of their prattlings." 

"I praise the blessed trees of Vrndavana, who bear many 
kinds of divine fruits in different shapes for the pleasure of Sri 
Radha-Krsna, and who appear and disappear at different places 
in different ways." 

"The trees of Vrndavana, that bear goose pimples of ecstatic 
love for Sri Radha-Krsna in the form of their sprouts, who 
release tears of ecstatic love in the form of oozing honeydrops, 
whose fresh hand-like leaves are dancing gently in the soft 
breezes, making dancing gestures, who smile through their nice 
flowers, whose birds offer complete praise by singing sweetly 
and who are laden with ripened fruits, they give me topmost 
transcendental bliss." 

All these trees and similarly qualified vines and fresh leaves 
surround hundres of ku/ija-cottages, which extend an 
unprecedented beauty in Vrndavana. In all these ku/ija- 
cottages and solitary enchanting cottages, the Adolescent Pair 
perform sweet rasika-pastimes day and night. 

ratri dina kuija krida kore radha sange; kaisora boyas 
saphala koilo krida range (C.C.) 

"Day and night Krsna sports with Radha in the groves of 
Vrndavana, fulfilling His adolescence with His amorous sports." 
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Sri Raghunatha says: "This amazing ocean of Sri-Srit Radha- 
Madhava’s pastimes appears as if agitated at every moment by 
the rasa-waves of joking and laughter of Sri Lalita and the 
sakhis. vaidagdhyottara narma_ karmatha — sakhi-vrndaih 
paritam rasaih. "The sakhis nourish and expand all these 
topmost rasika-pastimes. " 

Sri Radharani is like a boundless ocean of mahabhava and 
Syamasundara is like a shoreless ocean of transcendental 
flavours. Their meetings are naturally creating waves of bhava 
on the oceans of bhava and rasa. 

Above that is the whirlwind of the jokes of Sri Lalita and the 
sakhis, who are all highly expert in the art of the parihdsa-rasa 
(the flavours of humour), that makes this ocean highly billowy. 
Where is the boat of the Yugala’s hearts getting lost in the 
womb of these billowing waves? 

Sripada says: "I worship that most enchanting SRI 
VRINDAVANA, which is scented by the fragrance of the lotus 
feet of Sri-Srt Radha-Madhava, Who are always absorbed in 
ever-so-sweet pastimes." 


priya narma sakhi sane yugala kisora; 
ye sthanete vihariche rasete vibhora 
keli parayana sei navina yugale; 
prati taru, kuitja guhaya latara adale 
rasera badara kore hasya parihase; 
kufija vana manorama aigera suvdse 
divya cintamani dhama sei vrndavana; 
satata bhajana kori loiya sarana 


"I always take shelter of Vrndavana, that divine abode of 


Cintamani-jewels, where the Adolescent Pair is always 
absorbed in rasika-pastimes with Their dear most girlfriends, 
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where They are playing in the concealment of every tree, grove, 
mountain cave and vine, making waves of rasa with Their joking 
and laughter and where They scent the groves with Their bodily 
fragrance." 


VERSE 8: 


yatra Ssrth parito bhramaty aviratarh tas ta maha-siddhayah 
sphitah srstir alarh gavam udayani vaso’pi gosthaukasam | 
vatsalyat paripalito viharate krsnah pitrbhyam sukhai- 
stan nandisvaram dlayam vraja-pater gosthottamangarh bhaje IIS! 


yatra - where; srih - the goddess of fortune; paritah - everywhere; 
bhramati - rambles; aviratam - always; tah ta - they; maha - great; 
siddhayah - perfections; sphitah - fully blown; srstih - creation; alan 
- greatly; gavam - of the cows; udayani - increasing the opulence; 
vasah - abode; api - even; gosthaukasam - inhabitants of Vraja; 
vatsalyat - out of parental love; paripdlito - protected; viharate - 
enjoys; krsnah - Krsna; pitrbhyam - to the parents; sukhaih - with 
happiness; tat - that; nandisvaram - Nandisvara; dlayam - abode; 
vraja-pateh - of the king of Vraja; gostha - Vraja; uttamangam - the 
head; bhaje - I worship. 


I worship Nandisvara, the abode of the King of Vraja, 
the crown jewel of Vraja, where the goddess of fortune 
always wanders around everywhere, where the eight 
mystic perfections are fully manifest, which has been 
created to increase the opulence of the cows, where the 
Vrajavasis live in topmost bliss and where Sri Krgna is 
enjoying Himself under the protection of His parents. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripaida Raghunatha’s heart is 
immersed in the sweetness of the Vraja-rasa. In some form the 
remembrance of the Lord, His devotees and His abode arises 
in the consciousness of one in whose heart prema has appeared, 
and this prema attains a great savour. 

yatha pravrsi trnankurasyodbhedena tad bija sattanumiyate 
(Vyasa Bhasya) "Just as we can assume that the earth contains 
seeds when the crops start growing in the monsoon-season, we 
can also understand that there is love in the heart of the person 
who becomes ecstatic upon hearing, chanting and 
remembering the Lord, His pastimes and His abode." 

premadimatantu yathd kathaficit smaranam api tatra hetuh 
(Sri Jiva Gosvamipada) 

"In a jdta-rati-sadhaka (a devotee whose love for Krsna has 
been awakened), the slightest relationship with the Lord causes 
ecstasy. In the stage of prema, krsna-rati becomes immediately 
relishable when it becomes even slightly fit for a certain relish 
through even the smallest vibhdva (excitant). 

Sripada Raghunatha is in the kingdom of mahabhava, so in 
his heart an inexhaustible fountain of Vraja-rasa is causing a 
flow like the current of the celestial Ganga. 

In this verse, the glories of Sri Nandigvara, the parental home 
of Sri Krsna, arises in the consciousness of Sri Raghunatha. 
First he says: yatra srith parito bhramatyaviratam "At this 
Nandisvara the goddess of fortune always wanders around like 
a mere maidservant." 

After the advent of Sri Krsna was described in the Bhagavata, 
a doubt arose in the mind of Maharaja Pariksit when he heard 
about the countless jewels and other opulences Nanda 
Maharaja was able to donate. He thought: "Even the wealthiest 
king of the world would not be able to donate so many jewels. 
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How could Nanda Maharaja, who was a mere local chieftain in 
Vraja-mandala, a small region within the Mathura-district, be 
able to donate all this wealth?" 

The omniscient $17 Suka Muni, understanding the emperor’s 


doubt, then spoke: 


tata arabhya nandasya vrajah sarva samrddhiman 
harer nivasatma gunaih rama-kridam abhin nrpa 


(Bhagavata 10.5.18) 


"O King! Vraja is the eternal abode of the Lord, therefore it 
is automatically filled with all opulences. From the day that Sri 
Hari was born here, all opulences came to Nanda’s Vraja." 

The purport of this verse is that Vraja is naturally filled with 
all opulences, a mere speck of its dust containing the wealth of 
innumerable Vaikuntha-planets. This place does not need the 
support of Rama, the goddess of fortune! Still the goddess of 
fortune constantly roams all over Vraja like a mere maidservant, 
thinking that Her service to the companions of Sri Krsna will 
be for the benefit of everyone in all respects. These statements 
are made after experiencing the incomparable opulences of 
Nandiévara. 

This line can also mean that Sri Radha and thousands of 
Vraja-sundaris, whose lotus feet are worshipped by the greatest 
goddesses of fortune, are wandering around here every day. 

Sri Radharani daily goes to Nandisvara with hundreds and 
thousands of sakhis to cook for Krsna. Wandering over 
Nandisvara’s slopes, they render different services there to Sri 
Krsna. 
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The Brahma Samhita describes: 


cintamani prakara sadmasu kalpavrksa 
-laksavrtesu surabhir abhipalayantam 
laksmi sahasra sata sambhrama sevyamanam 
govindam adi purusam tam aham bhajami 


"I worship Govinda, the Primeval Lord, Who dwells in 
houses made of Cintamani-gemstones surrounded by hundreds 
of thousands of wish-yielding trees, Who is tending His 
Surabhi-cows and Who is reverentially served there by 
hundreds of thousands of goddesses of fortune." 

Yet another explanation is that the word sr? means beauty, 
and the embodiment of beauty is wandering around the 
Nandisvara Giri. Wherever the eyes go, they can see there the 
matchless wealth of Nandisvara Giri’s natural beauty. 

There are mango-, jackfruit-, Arjuna-, coconut-, betel-, 
Tamiala-, Kadamba-, Bakula-, Punnaga- and other trees, 
bearing enchanting beauty as they are entwined by Jati-, Yathi-, 
fresh Mallika-, clove-, Atimukta and other vines. These trees 
and vines bear various kinds of blooming flowers whose 
fragrance gladdens all the directions and that attracts hosts of 
humming bumblebees flying from flower bunch to flower 
bunch to drink the nectar of their honey. 

The forest on the mountain is filled with the singing of 
cuckoos and other birds. Here and there are lakes and ponds 
with clear water that are filled with blooming water flowers like 
lotus and Kahlara and singing water birds like Cakravaka- 
flamingos, swans, crane-birds and Karandavas. 
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The periphery of Nandisvara Giri is thus filled with a natural 
beauty and the opulences of hundreds of Amaravatis.* 
Wherever the eye goes, wonderful sculptures of jewels, 
diamonds and pearls can be seen. This city is filled with an 
inexhaustible fountain of sweet and all-delightful beauty. 

Then Sri Raghunatha continues by saying: tds ta mahd- 
siddhayah sphitah. yatra tastah prasiddha animadayo’sto 
mahd-siddhayah sphitah paripirnd vartanta iti sesah* 

"Here the eight mystic perfections, starting with animd, are 
fully manifest." 

anima, mahima, laghimd, prapti, prakamya, vasitva, isitva 
and kdma-vasdyita - these are the eight mystic perfections. 
animé is the ability to make one’s body as small as an atom, so 
that one is able to even enter into stones. mahimd is the ability 
to make oneself as big as one wishes. laghimd is the ability to 
make oneself as light as one wishes. prapti is the ability to touch 
even the moon with one’s finger. prakamya is the ability to let 
a distant object appear nearby. vasitva is the ability to control 
physical objects. isitva is the ability to receive lordship over 
physical objects and kama-vasdyita is the ability to make a 
physical object do anything one wishes. 

Those who take shelter of the path of pure devotional 
worship never desire such mystic perfections, but they 
renounce them, seeing them as obstacles on the way to pure 
devotion. If such desires remain on one’s mind one cannot 
attain prema, even if one performs bhajana. 

bhukti mukti siddhi vaiicha mane yadi roy; sadhana korile-o 
prema utpanna nd hoy (C.C.) 


3 Amaravati is the abode of Indra, the king of heaven. 
4 The second line of Sanskrit is quoted from the commentary of Si 
Bangabihari Vidyalankara. 
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But, although the devotee does not covet such perfections, 
they automatically knock on the door of the heart that has 
devotion, like maidservants of Bhakti Maharani. 

hari bhakti mahddevyah sarvaé muktyddi  siddhayah. 
bhuktayas cadbutds tasyas cetikdvad anuvratah (Narada 
Paficaratra) "Liberation and all other amazing perfections 
follow the great goddess of Hari-bhakti like mere maidservants, 
along with all kinds of sense gratification." 

Therefore these great perfections are all fully manifest at 
Nandisvara Giri, the place that is filled with all supreme 
opulences, desiring to bless themselves. 

Then again Sri Raghunatha says: "It is as if this mountain has 
been created to increase the opulence of the cows!" srstir alam 
gavam udayani. It is as if the Sri Giri has advented itself to 
increase the nourishment, the bliss and the nectarean flow of 
milk of the 900,000 cows of Sri Nanda Maharaja and the 
thousands of cows of the other cowherders. 

Actually it is said, ananta kamadhenu yaha care vane vane 
"Innumerable desire-cows are grazing there in every forest." 
Therefore, although there is no question of an increase of 
opulence, it is said so in the vision of innumerable cows mooing 
in great jubilation and cowherd boys making blissful noise. 

In his Vilapa Kusumaiijali (60) Sri Raghunatha has said: 


hamvaravair iha gavam api ballabanam kolahalair vividha vandi 
kalavatam taih 
sambhrajate priyataya vrajardja stinor govardhandad api gurur vraja 
vanditad yah 


"In Nandisvara, which is worshipable by the people of Vraja 
because it is dearer to Krsna, the prince of Vraja, than even 
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Govardhana, the cows are mooing, the cowherders, the artists 
and panegyrists are making different kinds of noise." 

Hence it is the most blissful abode of the people of Vraja: 
vdso’pi gosthaukasam. Here the cowherders live with endless 
love, bliss and happiness. 

Then again he says: vdtsalyat paripdlito viharate krsnah 
pitrbhyam sukhaih "Sri Krsna enjoys here in topmost bliss, 
under the deeply loving protection of His mother and father, 
Sri Nanda-Yasoda." 

According to its kind and the amount, a devotee’s love can 
subdue the Lord. The main aim of Sri Krsna, the Original 
Personality of Godhead, in His Vraja-lila@ is to savour the 
sweetness of His devotees’ love. When the transcendental 
Lord, Who thirsts after the nectar of prema, is poured over with 
the buttermilk of Nanda-Yasoda’s pure love, He forgets His 
endless prowess and majesty and swims around in the ocean of 
their parental love in topmost bliss. 

It is this capital of Nanda, the king of Vraja, the crown jewel 
of the Gostha, or Vraja-Mandala, Sri Nandigvara, that Sri 
Raghunatha praises - 


ye sthanete svayam laksmi mirtimati hoiyd; 
itas tatah bule sada sevara lagiya 
ye sthanete asta-siddhi seva akanksaya; 
paripiirna hoiya ache nanda angindya 
dhenuganera sri-orddhi satata vihara; 
krsna nitya-dhama vraja sukhera pathara 
vrajavasigana sukhe avasthana kore; 
vatsalyete mata pita lalanadi kore 
Sri nandera rajadhani nama nandisvare; 
bhajana koribo ei lalasa antare 
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"I will worship S1t Nanda’s capital named Nandisvara, where 
Laksmidevi Herself constantly wanders around, asking for 
service, where the eight mystic perfections are present in full, 
desiring devotional service, where the opulence of the cows is 
constantly increased, where the Vrajavasis blissfully reside and 
where Krsna is cuddled with great parental love by His mother 
and father. I always crave for the worship of this eternal abode 
of Krsna, which is an ocean of transcendental bliss." 


VERSE 9: 


putrasyabhyudayartham adara-bharair mistanna-panotkarai- 
rdivyanam ca gavarh mani-vraja-yusam danair iha pratyaham | 
yo vipran ganaSah pratosayati tad bhavyasya vartarh muhuh 
snehat prechati yas ca tad-gata-manas tath gokulendrath bhaje II9I 


putrasya - of the son; abhyudayartham - for growing up; ddara - 
respect; bharaih - filled with; mistanna - sweetmeats; pana - and 
drinks; utkaraih - with multitudes; divyanam - of the divine; ca - and; 
gavam - cows; mani-vraja - many jewels; yusam - endowed with; 
danaih - with donations; iha - here; prati - each; aham - day; yah - 
who; vipran - to the brahmanas; ganasah - the hosts; pratosayati - 
satisfies; tad - that; bhavyasya - of the welfare; vartam - news; muhuh 
- repeatedly; snehat - out of affection; prechati - inquires; yah - who; 
ca - and; tad-gata - dedicated; manah - thoughts; tam - him; 
gokulendram - the King of Vraja; bhaje - I worship. 


I worship Sri Nanda Maharaja, the king of Gokula, who 
satisfies the brahmanas by respectfully giving them 
sweets, drinks, divine cows and jewels in charity every 
day for the auspicious growth of his son, and who 
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affectionately asks them for blessings to his son’s well- 
being, being totally absorbed in thoughts of Him. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: When describing Sri 
Nandiévara Giri, Sri Raghunatha remembers Nanda and 
Yasoda and thus he praises them in the next two verses. 

In Vrajaraja and Vrajesvari, the summit of pure, sweet 
parental love for Krsna rests, bereft of any whiff of awe and 
reverence towards Him - this is clearly known from scriptures 
like Srimad Bhagavata. Even if a huge mountain of aisvarya 
falls into the boundless ocean of this parental love, it won’t have 
any impact. Hence, when praising Sri Nanda, it is first said: 
putrasyabhyudayartham adara-bharair mistanna panotkarair 
divyanam ca gavam manivraja-yujan danair iha pratyaham 

"Every day he satisfies the brahmanas by respectfully giving 
them sweets, drinks, divine cows and jewels in charity for the 
auspicious growth of his son." 

Even when he sees Krsna’s matchless prowess, Sri Nanda 
Maharaja is unswerving in his sweet parental love for Him. 
Rather it nourishes his conception of Krsna as his son - this is 
elaborately described in Srimad Bhagavata. 

When Sri Nanda Maharaja returned from Mathura after the 
killing of the witch Piitana, he saw Pitana’s huge corpse with 
his own eyes, and he had heard about these kinds of troubles in 
advance from Vasudeva Mahasaya, but still the ocean of his 
parental love swelled when he saw Pitanari (Krsna, the enemy 
of Piitana) as Sri Bala Gopila. 


nandah sva putram adaya prosyagatam udara-dhih 
mirdhnyupaghraya paramam mudam lebhe kuriidvaha 


(Bhagavata 10.6.43) 
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Sri Sukadeva said: "O Maharaja Pariksit! When the high- 
souled S17 Nanda returned from his sojourn to Mathura, he 
held his son on his lap and felt the greatest bliss by smelling 
His head." 

Srila Ripa Gosvami said: anubhdavah siroghranam "One of 
the signs of parental love is the smelling of the head." 

On the day of the Autthanika Parva (the festival to celebrate 
that the child is able to stand up), S17 Nanda-Nandana lay under 
a big cart and crying for His mother’s breast, He kicked His 
tender feet up into the air and kicked the huge cart over, thus 
killing Sakatasura, the infamous cart-demon with His 
inconceivable power. 

The cowherd boys then went to Nanda and the cowherd men 
and they told them: "Nanda-nandana has thrown over the cart 
by kicking it with His feet!", but they did not believe it. 


na te sraddadhire gopa bala bhasitam ityuta 
aprameyam balan tasya balakasya na te viduh 


(Bhagavata 10.7.10) 


"Nanda and the cowherders could not believe the words of the 
infantile boys, because they did not experience the great 
inconceivable powers of Nanda-Nandana out of great parental 
love." 

Rather, Sri Nanda Maharaja became very worried about 
Krsna’s safety and had the Veda-knowing brahmanas perform 
all kinds of auspicious rituals for the welfare of his son. 


iti balakam adaya samargyajur upakrtaih 
jalaih pavitrausadhibhir abhisicya dvijottamaih 
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vacayitud svastyayanam nanda gopah samahitah 
hutvd cagnim dvijatibhyah pradad annam maha-gunam 
gavah sarva gunopeta vasah srag rukma malinth 
atmajabhyudayarthaya pradat te canvayuitjata 


(Bhagavata 10.7.14-16) 


"Sri Nanda Maharaja took his boy and made the Veda- 
knowing brahmanas bathe Him with water sanctified by 
mantras from the Sama-, Rig - and Yajur-Vedas and mixed with 
herbs like Kusa, Sarvausadhi and Mahausadhi. After he made 
the brahmanas perform other auspicious rites like the Homa- 
sacrifice, he fed them a feast. Then he donated golden-laced 
garments and milk cows, beautified by gold and garlands for the 
welfare (abhyudaya) of his son. Accepting Nanda’s donations, 
the brahmanas offered their blessings to Nanda-Nandana." 

We can see that out of parental love, Sit Nanda and the 
cowherd men acted similarly like this after the killing of 
Trnavarta and the breaking of the Yamalarjuna trees. 

When Sti Krsna lifted Giriraja Govardhana for seven days 
and nights in front of the Vrajavasis’ eyes, the cowherders were 
astonished to see His inconceivable prowess, but when they 
told Sri Nanda Maharaja about this inconceivable prowess, it 
could not reverse his feelings of pure sweetness at all. Rather, 
he destroyed their doubts by quoting Garga Muni, who had told 
him previously® that the power of SriN arayana was infused into 
his son, so that He would be able to protect them from all 


5 ya etasmin mahabhagah  pritinn kurvanti — manavah; 
narayo'bhibhavatyetan visnu-paksan ivasurah 

tasman nandatmajo'yam te ndrayana samo gunaih (Bhagavata 
10.8.18-19) 
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calamities and havoc. When the cowherders relished the 
nectarean words of Sri Nanda emanating from the ocean of his 
pure parental love, the ocean of their own sweet love, in which 
a mountain of Krsna’s display of prowess was thrown that had 
temporarily made waves, returned to its natural and peaceful 
status. They also were reassured that Sri Krsna was simply the 
son of Sri Nanda and this awareness made them float in the 
ocean of topmost transcendental bliss. 

When during mdathura viraha (when Krsna had left Vraja to 
go to Mathura), the crown jewel of all wise and learned 
devotees, Sri Uddhava Mahiasaya, saw the great parental love of 
S11 Nanda-Yasoda, he became astonished and _ exclaimed: 
yuvam  slaghyatamau niinari =dehindm  iha  mdanada; 
narayane’khila gurau yat krta matir idrst 

"O bestower of honour! Of all the embodied souls you are 

the most praiseworthy, for you have developed such a parental 
love for Sri Narayana, Who is the Universal Teacher!" 
Just to remove their distress, Sri Uddhava Mahasaya had told 
them in many different ways that Sri Krsna is the Supreme 
Lord, but that could not slacken their parental love even 
slightly. 

We have said: the devotees’ love causes the Lord’s nature to 
awaken. Thus the Lord forgot all about His own majesty, being 
subdued by Sri Nanda Mahiaraja’s pure parental love and so He 
just considered Himself to be Sri Nanda-Nandana, the son of 
king Nanda, and although He is the All-worshipable One, He 
devotedly held the dust of His father’s lotus feet on His head. 

The Lord, Whose feet are worshipable by Lord Brahma and 
Lord Siva, brought His father his slippers by carrying them on 


6 Bhagavata 10:46:30. 
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His head, thus making father Nanda float in an ocean of 
transcendental bliss. 

Hence Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this king of 
Gokula, Sri Nanda Maharaja, who daily offers different 
kinds of sweetmeats, jewels and decorated cows to satisfy the 
brahmanas for the welfare of His son, and who affectionately 
asks the brahmanas for Krsna’s wellbeing, because he is totally 


absorbed in thinking of his son." 


putrera kalyane yini ati samadare; 
nana-vidha mistanna ratna thala bhare 
sudivya gabhi-gane ratna alankare; 
bhisita koriya dana kore brahmanere 
putra snehe tad-gata cintita antare; 
mangala jijnasa sada kore brahmanere 
putrera mangala lagi vyakulita yini; 
gokulendra sri nande bhajana kori ami 


"I worship the King of Gokula, Sri Nanda, who very 
respectfully offered jeweled plates with different kinds of 
sweetmeats and divine cows decorated with jeweled ornaments 
to the brahmanas, and asked them for his son’s welfare, being 
completely absorbed in thoughts of Him and very anxious about 
His well-being." 


VERSE 10: 


putra-sneha-bharaih sada-snuta-kuca-dvandva tadiyocchala- 
dgharmasyapi lavasya raksana-vidhau sva-prana-deharbudaih | 
asakté ksana-matram apy akalanat sadyah prasiiteva gau- 


rvyagraya vilapaty alain bahu-bhayat sa patu gosthesvari II10I 
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putra - son; sneha - affection; bharaih - filled with; sada - always; 
snuta - trickling; kuca-dvandva - both breasts; tadiya - her; ucchalad 
- arising; gharmasya - of the sweat; api - even; lavasya - of a fraction; 
raksana - keeping; vidhau - in the process; sva - own; prana - life-airs; 
deha - body; arbudaih - by billions; dsakta - attached; kiana - 
moment; mdtram - only; api - only; akalandat - not seeing; sadyah - 
newly; prasita - born; iva - just like; gauh - cow; vyagra - with anxiety; 
ya - what; vilapati - laments; alam - greatly; bahu - much; bhayat - out 
of fear; sd - she; patu - may protect; gorithesvari - the Queen of Vraja, 
Yasoda. 


May Sri Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja, from whose 
breasts an unbroken stream of milk trickles out of 
motherly love for her son, who tries to protect Him with 
billions of life-airs when she sees even a mere sweatdrop 
on His body, who is so attached to Him that if she cannot 
see Him even for a moment, she anxiously laments like a 
cow with a newly born calf, may she protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha described the pure parental love of Sri Nanda 
Maharaja and in this verse he praises the complete 
embodiment of motherly love, mother Yasoda, taking shelter at 
her lotus feet for the fulfillment of his aspirations. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada described the shelter of parental 
love as follows- 


bhiryanugraha citena cetasa lalanotkam abhitah krpakulam 
gauravena gurund jagad guraur gawravar ganam aganyam asraye 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.9) 
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"I take shelter of the superiors (guru-gana) of the Universal 
Teacher (jagad-guru), who are always very eager to cuddle Him 
with greatly compassionate hearts and who are greatly moved 
by pity." 


Then Sri Ripa Gosvami introduced them as follows- 


te tu tasyatra kathita vraja-rajni vrajesvarah 
rohini tas ca ballabyo yah padmaja-hrtatmajah 
devaki tat sapatnyas ca kunti canakadundubhih 
sandipani mukhas canye yatha-piirvam ami varah 
vrajesvari vrajadhisau sresthau guru-janesvimau 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.106-11) 


"The Queen of Vraja (Yasoda), the king of Vraja (Nanda) (this 
also indicates Krsna’s paternal uncles and their wives), the gopis 
whose sons were stolen by Brahma, Devaki, her co-wives, 
Kunti, Vasudeva, Sandipani and other leading sages - these are 
Krsna’s superiors, in order of superiority. Of all the superiors, 
though, Vrajesvari Yasoda and Vraja-raja Nanda are the 
greatest." 

From this we can understand that mother Yasomati 
embodies the crown jewel of parental love. Indeed, she is the 
deepest form of all parental love! 


tanau mantra-nydsam pranayati harer gadgadamayi 
savaspaksi raksa-tilakam alike kalpayati ca 
snuvand pratyise disati ca bhuje karmanam asau 
yasoda miirteva sphurati suta vatsalya patali 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.14) 
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"Every morning mother Yasoda uses protective mantras on 
Hari with a faltering voice, puts tilaka on His forehead with tear 
filled eyes and hangs a protecting string around His wrist. Thus 
Yasoda, whose motherly affection causes milk to ooze from her 
breasts, is manifest as the embodiment of parental love." 

In the explanation of the previous verse we described the 
pure paternal love of S1t Nanda Maharaja, which is completely 
free from any whiff of reverence. In mother Yasoda, these 
feelings are present in an even more astonishing way. 

When Sri Krsna lifted Govardhana Hill, the cowherders were 
moved by an awareness of His prowess, but Sit Nanda 
Maharaja made them understand that his son had received 
some power from Lord Narayana, so that He was able to 
perform all these extraordinary feats. 

But Yasomati could not even believe that! How could in her 
comprehension the power of Lord Narayana ever be infused in 
her tender child? By the grace of Lord Narayana, her child that 
was as tender as a Sirisa-flower, had been protected from 
different calamities, and even this was the result of Sri Goparaja 
(Nanda)’s earnest worship of Lord Narayana. 

It was for this reason that at his advanced age, he could still 
have this son, Who illuminated the whole world, on his lap. 
Here mother Yasoda is superior even to Sri Nanda Maharaja as 
the milk-ocean of pure parental love. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: 

visnur nityam upasyate sakhi mayd tendatra nitah ksayam 
Sanke piitanikadayah ksitiruhau tau vatyayonmilitau 
pratyaksam girir esa gosthapatina ramena sarddham dhrtas 


tat tat karma duranvayam mama sisoh kenasya sambhavyate 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.7) 
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Sri Yasoda told one of her heart’s friends: "O sakhi! I think it 
is because of the grace of Sri Visnu, Whom I have always 
worshipped with the Lord of the Gostha (Nanda) that Piitana 
and other demons were destroyed and that these two 
Yamalarjuna-trees were torn down and uprooted by the wind. 
This has nothing to do with our son. It was by Visnu’s grace that 
our son was protected. Vrajaraja has also lifted Giriraja by the 
grace of Visnu. If my child was able to perform such a work, 
then wouldn’t Balarama also be able to do this? Therefore my 
child could not possibly have ever performed such heavy tasks!" 

Hence Sri Raghunatha says: putra sneha-bharaih sada snuta- 
kuca-dvandvd : "Milk constantly flows from mother Yasoda’s 
breasts because of her great love for Krsna, that is completely 
free from awe and reverence. This sdttvika bhava’ exists only in 
the motherly love: 


niculita giridhatu sphita patravalikan akhila surabhi-renun 
ksalayadbhir yasoda 
kuca kalasa vimuktaih sneha madhvikam edhyes tava navam 
abhisekam dugdha piraih karoti 


(Lalita Madhava Natakam) 


"O Krsna! Your beautiful leaf-pictures of mineral pigments 
have been wiped out by cowdust, but the pure stream of 
nectarean milk of affection oozing from Mother Yasoda’s jug- 
like breasts has washed it all away and has given You a new 
abhiseka\" 


7 Ecstasy of love of God which is shown by clear physical symptoms. 
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Not even being with Sri Krsna, when mother Yasoda simply 
hears about Him, the strong sdttvika-bhava of milk trickling 
from her breasts is visible on her. 

When Krsna had left for Mathura, He sent Sri Uddhava 
Mahasaya to Vraja to console Sri Nanda-Yasoda. When 
Uddhava was discussing krsna-katha with Sri Nanda Maharaja, 
mother Yasomati, who was emaciated because of not eating for 
so long, emitted streams of milk from her breasts. 

This is described by Sripada Suka Muni: yasoda 
varnyamanani putrasya caritani ca; Ssrnvantyasriinyavasraksit 
sneha snuta payodhara® 

"When Srila Vrajaraja described the wonderful activities of 
his son to Uddhava, milk oozed like torrents of rain from the 
breasts of Mother Yasoda, who overheard it, and tears flowing 
from her eyes moistened her clothes." 

It is with this kind of motherly love that mother Yasomati 
tries to protect her tender son with millions of life-airs and 
bodies from even a single sweatdrop, for she becomes very 
thoughtful when she sees even one drop of sweat on His body, 
thinking that He has overworked. 

tadtyocchalad gharmasyapi lavasya raksana vidhau sva 
prana deharbudaih Which poet or scholar could describe the 
motherly love of mother Yasoda through his poetry or 
scholarship without directly experiencing it? It is inconceivable! 
Any elucidation or example that may nourish this description of 
Sripada Raghunatha is paltry. There is no doubt about this! 
Nothing can compare to the wonderful picture which Sri 
Raghunatha, the matchless sculptor of Vraja-rasa, has painted 
with words here of mother Yasoda’s motherly love. 


8 Srimad Bhagavata 10.46.28. 
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Finally he says: ksana mdtram apyakalandt sadyah prastiteva 
gaur vyagra yd vilapatyalary sa patu gosthesvari:"May Sri 
Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja, who is so attached to Him that if 
she cannot see Him even for a moment, she anxiously laments 
like a cow with a newly born calf, protect me." 

Thus the mahdjanas have described mother Yasodia’s anxiety 
about Sri Krsna before He leaves for the forest — 


dekho dekho vrajesvari neha 
godhana saige, _ vijaya koru nija sute 
ki koribo na payai theho 


"Just behold the anxiety of Queen Yasoda when she sees her 
son leaving with their wealth of cows! I cannot find a 
description for it!" 


mukha dhari cumbana, — karatahi puna puna, 
nayane galaye jaladhara. 
stana gata vasana, bhigi padaye ghana 
kstra dhara anivara 


"She holds His face and kisses Him again and again while 
tears stream from her eyes like torrents of rain. Her clothes get 
drenched by an unbroken stream of her breastmilk." 


vinihita nayana, — vayana kamala para 
yaichana caida cakora 
dina avasdne, kiye puna herabo 
anumani hoyato vibhora 


"She fixes her eyes on His lotus face, just as a Cakora-bird 


fixes his eyes on the moon. She is filled with doubts whether 
she will see Him again at the end of the day." 
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ko vihi adabhuta, prema ghataola, 
tahe puna iha paramada 
bhana radha mohana, anudina aichana, 


hoyoto rasa mariyada 


"Which Creator has created such a love and especially such 
an ecstatic love? Radha Mohana dasa sings: These customs of 
rasa take place every day." 

The closer the evening-time draws near, when Krsna is 
expected back from the gostha, the more anxious and worried 
mother Yasoda gets out of separation from Him. Then, as she 
walks in and out of the house, she exceeds the love of millions 
of cows, that have newly born calves. 


yanti gehad ajiram ajirad geham ayanty atha ya 
Susyad vaktranayad ati rujaivantimam yamam ahnah 
sa@ gosthesa tarani tanaye netra-yugmat kucabhyam 
jahnoh kanye asrjad iva tam preksya stinum samipe 


(Krsna Bhavanamrta 17.12) 


"Queen Yasoda spent the evening in great distress, walking 
out of her house onto the courtyard and back, her face dried up 
from different worries about her son’s delay in returning home. 
When she suddenly saw her beloved boy, her eyes emitted a 
Yamuna-stream of tears and her breasts a Ganga-stream of 
milk." 

Nothing can compare to the motherly love of mother Yasoda! 
Hence Sripada Raghunatha prays: 


putra snehe vigalita yahara antara; 


stana ksire ankhi nire bhase nirantara 
putra ange gharma heri ati vyagra ho’ye; 
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Santi vidhana kore koti deha prana diye 
ksana kala adarsane govinda vadana; 
prastita gabhira nyaya vyakulita mana 
bhaye vyagra hoiya yini korena vilapa; 
yasomati raksa koru kori astrbada 


"May Yasomati, whose heart melts out of affection for her 
son, Who constantly bathes in her own breastmilk and tears, 
who becomes very anxious when she sees perspiration on her 
son’s body and who comforts Him with millions of her life-airs 
and bodies, who becomes agitated like a cow with a new calf 
when she does not see Govinda’s face for even a moment and 
who fearfully laments over Him, protect me with her blessings." 


VERSE 11: 


putrad uccair api hala-dharat sificati sneha-purair 
govindarh yadbhuta-rasavati-prakriyasu pravina | 


gopendram ya sukhayati bhaje rohinim isvarirh tam II11II 


putrat - than the son; uccaih - great; api - even; haladharat - than 
Balarama, the holder of the plough; sificati - sprinkles; sneha - 
affection; piraih - with liquids; govindam - Krsna; ya - that; adbhuta 
- wonderful; rasavati - kitchen; prakriydsu - in the activities; pravinad 
- dexterious; sakhya - friendship; sribhih - with the opulences; vraja- 
pura- of Vraja; mahdaraja - the king; rajfitm - the Queen; nayath - with 
knowledge of the etiquette; tat - that; gopendram - the king of the 
cowherders; yd - who; sukhayati - gladdens; bhaje - I worship; rohinim 
- Rohini; isvartm - the mistress; tam - her. 
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I worship Queen Rohini, who sprinkles Govinda with 
the nectar of her motherly love even more than her own 
son Haladhara (Balarama), who is a most expert cook, 
who has a very firm friendship with Yasoda, the Queen 
of Vraja and who increases the love of Sri Nanda, the 
king of cowherders, with her good manners. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: It is as if the mind and heart of 
Sripada Dasa Gosvamicarana is floating in the nectar-stream of 
Vrajarasa. The endless sweetness of the loving expertise of the 
Vrajavasis is playing before Sripada’s eyes. 

In this verse he praises mother Rohini and mentions her 
motherly love. Amongst the parental lovers, Srimad Ripa 
Gosvamipada has mentioned mother Rohini after Sri Nanda 
and Yasoda. In this verse Sri Raghunatha first says: putrad 
uccair api haladharat sificati sneha-piirair govindan ya 

"Mother Rohini sprinkles Govinda with the nectar of her 
motherly love even more than her own son Haladhara 
(Balarama)." 

In his Radha-Krsna-Ganoddesa-Dipika, Srimat Ripa 
Gosvami has written: 


rohini brhad ambasya praharsarohini sada; 
sneham ya kurute rama snehat koti-gunam harau 


"Rohini is called g@nandamayj?, the blissful lady, and Krsna’s 
‘big mother’ (brhad-ambda). She loves Hari millions of times 
more than her own son Balarama." 

In Srimad Bhagavata, Sripada Suka Muni desribed how the 
elderly gopas and gopis loved Sri Krsna more than their own 
children. To exemplify this he said: 
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krsnam enam avehi tvam atmanam akhilatmanam® 

"Know Krsna, Who is known as narakrti-para-brahma, the 
Supreme Brahman in a human form, to be the Self of the 
selves." 

All the boys of Vraja are Sri Krsna’s playmates, therefore it is 
natural that their mothers and fathers love Sri Krsna, Who is 
the Self of their selves too, more than their own children, but 
although Baladeva is non-different from Sri Krsna Himself, 
mother Rohini still loves Krsna more than her own son 
Balarama. 

This indeed is very special. The purport of this is that both 
Yasoda and Rohini both consider Krsna and Baladeva to be 
their own sons. They don’t see even the slightest difference 
between Them. 

In the Vaisnava Tosani-commentary of Srimad Bhagavata’s 
verse tan mdtarau nija sutau (10.8.23) it is written: nijau svtyau 
sutau iti tayor dvau pratyevam snehabhara uktah  nija 
nijetyanuktatvat 

"Yasoda and Rohini took Krsna and Balarama on their laps as 
their own sons". 

From this statement it is understood that they felt no 
difference between the two boys. If they had seen any 
difference, then Sri Suka Muni would have said nija nija putra 
instead of nija putra. And not only when They were babies, but 
also later, when They were in the Pauganda (5-10 years) and 
the Kaisora (10-15)-ages, $11 Suka Muni described the love of 
Yasoda and Rohini for Krsna and Balarama as equal: 


tayor yasoda-rohinau putrayoh putra vatsale 
yathakamamn yatha-kadlam vyadhattam paramasisah 


9 Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.55. 
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gatadhvana sramau tatra majjanonmardanadibhih 

nivim vasitud ruciram divya srag gandha manditau 
jananyupahrtam prasya svddvannam upalalitau 
sariwisya vara-sayyayam sukham susupatur vraje 


(Bhagavata 10.15.44-47) 


"Yasoda and Rohini, who were so fond of their sons, provided 
Them with excellent food and garments suited to the occasion 
and according to the latters’ wishes. Relieved of the fatigue 
caused by Their pastimes in the forest by bath and massage etc., 
the two Brothers put on charming loin-cloths and were adorned 
with exquisite garlands and sandal paste. Then they ate the 
delicious sweets brought by the mothers and, cuddled by them, 
They lay down to rest and thus slept comfortably in Their 
excellent beds, that were as white as the foam on milk, in Vraja." 

Although such equal affection is seen everywhere, still in her 
heart Rohini cherishes more love for Sri Krsna than for her own 
son Baladeva. Although Baladeva is non-different from Sri 
Krsna, still S17 Krsna is the Fountainhead of all personalities of 
Godhead and because lovers of Krsna are fixed in Him, mother 
Rohini loves Sri Krsna more than Baladeva. 

All the Vrajavasi-companions love their bodies, homes, 
children and relatives only because they are connected with Sri 
Krsna and not independently. 

Sri Brahma told the Lord during his praises: 


yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma-tanaya prandsayds tvat krte 


(Bhagavata 10.14.35) 
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"O Lord! The people of Vraja love their homes, wealth and 
friends only because of You!" 

For this reason mother Rohini loves Sri Krsna even more 
than Baladeva. 

Then Sri Raghunatha says: ya@dbhuta rasavati prakriyasu 
pravind 

With great attachment she prepares many wonderfully 
relishable dishes of rice and vegetables for Sri Krsna-Baladeva. 


"She is very expert in cooking." 


This is known from the descriptions of Sri Sukadeva Muni- 


sarit tira gatam krsnam bhagnarjunam athahvayat; 
ramam ca rohini devi kridantam balakair bhrsam 
nopeyatam yadahitau kridasangena putrakau 
yasodam presayamasa rohini putra vatsalam 


(Bhagavata 10.11.12-13) 


"A few days after the Yamalarjuna-trees were broken Sri 
Krsna played on the bank of a lake. Just then mother Rohini- 
devi called Him and Baladeva, but They did not heed the call 
since They were absorbed in playing. Seeing this, Rohini, who 
greatly loves her son, sent Yasoda to get Them." 

In this connection it is written in the Vaisnava Tosani Tika: 
rohini tad bhojana sadhandatydasaktayd sri yasodayaiva presiteti 
jneyam 

"The reason that Rohini is called putra-vatsald in the text is 
that she sent Yasoda to call Balarama and Krsna because she 
herself was too busy cooking for Them." 

Sripada Raghunatha is Vraja’s nitya siddha majijari - Si 
Radha’s maidservant, therefore he has ample experience of 
Rohini’s glorious expertise in cooking, because Mother Yasoda 
daily calls Sri Radharani to Nandigvara to cook there. 
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Tulasi Majfijari always follows Sri Radharani like Her shadow 
when She goes to Nandisvara and assists Her in Her duty of 
cooking. Therefore she has first-hand experience of how 
famous for her skill in cooking mother Rohini is in Vraja. 

After this Sri Raghunatha said: sakhya sribhir vrajapura 
mahdaraja_rajfitm. She maintains a very deep and sweet 
friendship with Sri Yasoda, the Queen of Vraja. They are like 
one soul in two bodies of motherly love, like the highly 
auspicious meeting of the Yamuna and Ganga. 

Anyone who dives into this extraordinary Triveni-confluence 
is eternally blessed with the relish of motherly love of God, of 
this there is no doubt! 

The friendships between devotees are centered around 
Krsna and therefore not temporary like mundane friendships. 
These friendships are eternal. Who can therefore describe the 
sweetness and eternity of the friendship of the eternal mothers 
Yasoda and Rohini, which is centered around Krsna and 
Baladeva? What to speak of Yasoda, all the people of Vraja have 
a wonderful and genuine loving affection for mother Rohini. 
This description can be found in the scripture named Brhad- 
Bhagavatamrtam. Although Vasudeva took mother Rohini 
along to Dvaraka for taking part in Krsna’s Dvaraka-lila@ and 
although she got Balarama and Krsna there as the sons of 
Vasudeva, she could not forget the warm affection of Vraja. 
When Sri Uddhava told Sri Narada about $17 Dvarakanatha’s 
loving ecstasy on remembering the love of Vraja, mother 
Rohini, who overheard them, wept and said: 


astan srt haridasa tvam maha durdaivamaritan; 
saubhagya gandha rahitan nimagnan dainya sagare 
tat tad badava vahnyacintapyamanan visakulan; 
ksandcinta sukhinya me ma smrteh padavim naya 


~ 527 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


aham sri vasudevena samanita tato yada; 
yasodaya mahartayas tadanintana rodanaih 

gravo’pi rodityasaner apyantar dalati dhruvam; 

jivan mrtanam anyasam vartam ko’pi mukham nayet 
athagatam gurugrhat tvat prabhum prati kificana; 

sanksepenaiva tadvrttam duhkadakathayam kudhih 

na hi komalitam cittani tendpyasya yato bhavan; 

sandesa caturi vidyapragalbhah presitah param 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 1.6.29-34) 


"O Haridasa Uddhava! Be at ease, I have become slightly 
happy be giving up thoughts about them. Don’t bring the 
people of Vraja who are struck by a great calamity, who are 
devoid of even a whiff of luck, who are immersed in an ocean 
of humility and misery, who are burning in the flames of a great 
fire and who are tortured by the burning poison of separation, 
back on the path of My memory! When Sri Vasudeva took Me 
away from Gokula the weeping of mother Yasoda caused even 
the hardest stones to weep along and the diamonds to crumble. 
And who can describe the condition of all the other 
cowherders, that are like living corpses? O Sriman Uddhava! 
When your Lord Krsna returned to Mathura from the house of 
His guru Sandipani Muni then I was so stupid to tell Him in 
short, and full of distress, about Vraja. My words did not soften 
the heart of your Lord, though, because He did not go to Vraja 
Himself, but sent you there, because you are such a clever 
messenger." This is a shining example of the genuine Vraja-love 
of Mother Rohini. 

Finally Sri Raghunatha says: nayais tad gopendram ya 
sukhayati bhaje rohinim isvarim tam "She increases the love of 
the king of cowherders with her knowledge of good manners." 

Seeing the wonderfully good manners of Rohini, the very 
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chaste wife of Vasudeva Mahasaya who is one in heart with him, 
Goparaja Nanda thinks: - 

"Since this very chaste and most well-mannered lady has 
come here, I have gotten such a world-enchanting son and I 
have experienced such a tremendous increase in happiness." 
Therefore he feels very proud to have Rohini in his house and 
has become very happy. Sripada Raghunatha praises this SRI 
ROHINI, who is an isvari, a form consisting of pure sattva 
(transcendence), like Yasoda and Devaki, and desires the 
worship of her lotus feet - 


baladeva hoite yei adhika anande; 
sneha rase abhisikta kore sri govinde 
paka karye supravinya vrajete sukhyati; 
yara suddha sakhye sukhi nanda yasomati 
se tvart rohinike sada namaskari; 
tahara carane bhakti samprarthana kori 


"I always offer my humble obeisances to Isvari Rohini, who 
blissfully showers Sri Govinda with even more nectar of 
motherly love than Baladeva; who is very famous in Vraja for 
her expertise in cooking and whose pure friendship delights 
Nanda and Yasomati. I pray for devotion to her lotus feet." 


VERSE 12: 


udyac-chubhrarsu-koti-dyuti-nikara-tiraskara-kary-ujjvala-sri- 
rdurvaroddama-dhama-prakara-ripu-ghatonmada-vidhvamsi-dagdhah | 
snehad apy unnimesar nijam anujam ito’ranya-bhimau sva-vitarn 
tad-virya-jiio’pi yo na ksanam upanayate staumi tam dhenukarim |I12ll 
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udyat - rising; subhramsu - moon; koti - millions; dyuti - shining; 
nikara - multitude; tiraskara-kari - mocker; ujjvala - bright; srih - 
beauty; durvara - unbearable; uddama - independent, self-perfect; 
dhama - abode; prakara - multitude; ripu - enemy; ghata - abundance; 
unmada - false ego; vidhvamsi - destroying; gandhah - whiff; snehad 
- out of affection; api - even; unnimesam - for just a moment; nijam - 
His own; anujam - His younger brother Krsna; itah - here; aranya- 
bhimau - in the forest; sva - own; vitam - leaving behind; tat - His; 
virya - power; jfiah - knowing; api - even; na - not; ksanam - for a 
moment; upanayate - leaves; staumi - I praise; tam - Him; 
dhenukarim - Balarama, the enemy of Dhenukasura. 


I praise Sri Baladeva, the enemy of Dhenukasura, 
Whose body shines brightly white like millions of rising 
moons, Who easily destroys even a whiff of the false ego 
of His invincible turbulent enemies, Who out of great 
affection does not leave His naughty little brother Krsna 
out of His sight for even a moment when They go out into 
the woods, and Who treats Krsna with this affection, 
despite of knowing about His divine prowess. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha attains a 
stream of transcendental visions of the ecstatic activities of the 
Vraja-companions, who are as grave as millions of oceans. 

The self-manifest forms and attributes of the Vraja- 
companions automatically arise in Si Raghunatha’s heart, 
which is illuminated by visuddha-sattva (transcendence). 

In this verse, he mentions and praises some of the forms and 
qualities of S17-Sri Baladeva, Whose body is non-different from 
Sri Krsna’s. First of all he says: udyacchubhramsu koti dyuti 
nikara tiraskarakaryujjavala srth 
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"His body has a white luster, defeating the shining of millions 
of rising moons." By comparing His body with millions of 
moons, he has revealed its elegance and beauty. 

Sri Ripa Gosvami has written: 


Subhrah sphatika varnadhyo balaramo mahabalah; 
nila vastra paridhano vanamdla virajitah 
dirgha kesah sulavanyas ctida carur manohara; 
ratna kundala yugmam ca karna-yugme virajitam 
nana puspa maniharah kantha-dese susobhitah; 
keytira balayau yugmau bahu-yugme virdjitau 
ratna nipura yugmam ca pada yugme susobhitam; 
vasudevah pita tasya mata ca rohini bhavet 


(Sri Sri Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika - 70) 


"St Balarama’s bodily luster is white like a crystal and 
because of His great physical strength He is named Balarama. 
He wears a blue dhott, He is beautified by a garland of forest 
flowers, He has long hair, He is filled with beauty and elegance, 
His crown is beautiful and enchanting, both His ears are 
beautified by jeweled earrings, His neck is adorned with 
different flower garlands and jewel strings, His arms are 
beautified by bangles and bracelets and His lotus feet are 
decorated with jeweled ankle bells. His father’s name is 
Vasudeva and His mother’s name is Rohini." 

"When Sri Gargacarya performed the name-giving 
ceremony, he also mentioned Sri Baladeva’s forms, qualities 
and strength: 
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ayam hi rohini putro ramayan suhrdo gunaih 
akhydsyate rama iti baladhikyad balar viduh 
yadtinam aprthag bhavat sankarsanam usantyapi 


(Bhagavata 10.8.12) 


"This son of Rohini has three names: Rama, Baladeva and 
Sankarsana. Because He delights His relatives with His 
different attributes He is named Rama, because of His 
extraordinary strength He is named Bala and because He 
manages to keep the Yadavas united in heart and mind He is 
called Sankarsana." 

Hence S17 Baladeva is an ocean of beauty, attributes and 
strength. Sri Raghunatha said: durvaroddama dhama prakara 
ripu ghatonmdda vidhvamsi-gandhah "He can easily destroy 
even a whiff of pride of all His powerful and turbulent 
enemies." 

In Vraja, Sri Krsna is lila-~purusottama, Who mainly advented 
Himself to relish the mellows of sweet pastimes with His Vraja- 
companions, that are free from even the slightest whiff of 
majesty and prowess,. The killing of demons and the lightening 
of the burden of the earth is not the duty of the Original 
Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna. If Sri Krsna is still seen 
killing demons then it is done by Sri Visnu through the 
transcendental appearance of Sri Krsna. 


svayam bhagavanera karma nahe bhara harana; 
sthiti karta visnu kore jagata palana 
kintu krsnera yei hoy avatara kala; 
bhara harana kala tate hoilo misala 
purna bhagavan avatare yei kale; 
ara saba avatara tate asi mile 
narayana catur-vyttha matsyadyavatara; 
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yuga-manvantaravatara yoto ache ara 
sabhe asi krsna ange hon avatirna; 
aiche avatare krsna bhagavan piirna 
ataeva visnu tokhon krsnera Sartre; 
visnu-dvare kore krsna asura samhare 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 4) 


"The duty of the Original Lord is not to relieve the burden of 
the earth, for it is the maintainer Visnu who protects the 
universe. But when it was Krsna’s time to descend, the time to 
relieve the burden of the earth had also come. When the 
complete Personality of Godhead descends, all the other 
descenscions appear in and with Him. Thus Narayana, the 
quadruple phalanx (Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and 
Aniruddha), the ten descensions beginning with Matsya, the 
Yuga-avataras (scheduled descensions) and the Manvantaras all 
descended along within Sri Krsna’s transcendental body. In this 
way the Krsna-descension is the complete God. Therefore it 
was through Visnu that Krsna killed all the demons (during His 
Vraja-pastimes)." 

Just as Krsna destroys the demons through Lord Visnu, 
similarly He arranges for the manifestation of His elder brother 
Baladeva’s glories by making Him destroy all kinds of turbulent 
and powerful demons. Thus Sri Baladeva easily killed demons 
like Dhenukasura and Pralambasura, who are so powerful that 
even the demigods could not defeat them, in the course of His 
playful sports. 


In this connection $17 Suka Muni has said: 


naitat citre bhagavati 
hyananta jagad isvare; 
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ota protam idam yasmims 
tantusvanga yatha patah 


(Bhagavata 10.15.36) 


"O King! This killing of Dhenukasura was no miracle for the 
almighty Balarama, for He is the Lord of the Universe in whom 
this universe is woven warp and woof, just like a piece of cloth 
in the threads!" 

The purport of this verse is that Sri Balarama is the Lord of 
all the universes. He is the second form of the Original Lord Sri 
Krsna and the root manifestation of Sankarsana. Hence He is 
essentially non-different from Sri Krsna. The fragment of this 
Sankarsana is the first purusdvatara, Mahavisnu, from Whom 
the innumerable universes emanate and the innumerable 
divine descensions like Matsya and Karma advent. 

The fragment of the fragment of this Sankarsana is the 
purusa that oversees all the living entities; hence He is the 
controller and regulator of the whole creation. For Him 
nothing is impossible to accomplish. 

During the Great Dissolution, He retracts innumerable 
universal globes, all dissolving into Him. Is it so miraculous for 
Him to destroy a few insignificant demons? Therefore in the 
terms of human(-like) pastimes, this power to destroy demons 
is described as being verily miraculous, but considering the 
majestic pastimes of the Lord, this is just a trifling matter. 

nara-lilayaiva krtam itydscaryatvena varnyate na_ tu 
aisvarya-lilayetyaha naitad iti (Vaisnava Tosani). 

Finally Sri Raghunatha says: snehad apyunnimesam nijam 
anujam ito’ranya-bhiimau sva-vitam tad virya-jiio’pi yo na 
ksanam upanayate 


~ 534 ~ 


Syi Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"..Who out of great affection does not leave His naughty little 
brother Krsna out of His sight for even a moment when They 
go out into the woods and Who treats Krsna with affection 
despite knowing about His divine prowess." 

Baladeva’s rasa is one of pure friendship mixed with parental 
concern. ydra bhava - suddha sakhya vatsalyadimaya (C.C.) 
Baladeva shows such affection for Sri Krsna on the strength of 
His feelings of friendship mixed with great parental love. 
According to the amount of His devotee’s love, the Lord reveals 
His quality of being subdued by the devotee, and thus Sri Krsna 
also displays the utmost devotion to His elder brother Baladeva. 
In Srimad Bhagavata it is described that Krsna once went into 
the woods of Vraja and praised His brother there as follows: 


aho ami deva-varamararcitam 
padambujam te sumanah phalarhanam; 
namantyupadaya sikhabhiratmanas 
tamo’pahatyai taru-janma yat krtam 
ete’khilanas tava yaso’khila loka tirtham 
gayanta adi-purusdnupadam bhajante; 
prayo ami munigana bhavadiya mukhya 
giidham vane’pi na jahatyanaghatma daivam 
nrtyantyami sikhina idya muda harinyah 
kurvanti gopya iva te priyam iksanena; 
suktais ca kokila gana grham agataya 
dhanya vanaukasa iyan hi satan nisargah 
dhanyeyam adya dharani trna virudhas tvat 
pada-sprso druma latah karajabhimrstah; 
nadyo'‘drayah khaga-mrgah padaydavalokair 
gopyo ntarena bhujayor api yat sprha srih 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.15.5-8) 
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"O best of the gods! Those trees that took their low birth 
because of offences committed in their previous lives, are 
taking fruits and flowers onto their branch-like heads and offer 
obeisances to Your lotus feet to become freed from these 
offences. You are concealing Your real form here in Vrndavana 
to become carried away by childhood games, but still the great 
devotee-saints have discovered You and like bumblebees they 
wander around singing Your glories, that sanctify the world. 

When the peacocks see You they dance in topmost bliss and 
the does lovingly gaze at You just like the gopis do. The cuckoos 
respectfully address You with their sweet songs, because it is 
the nature of the saints to greet guests who come to their 
houses. The earth and its grass and bulbs have become blessed 
by the touch of Your feet, the trees and vines have become 
blessed by the touch of Your fingers when You pick their 
flowers, and the gopis have become blessed by the touch of 
Your chest, which is coveted even by the goddess of fortune!" 

Sri Baladeva shows similar affection towards His younger 
brother Sri Krsna. He won't let Krsna out of His sight for even 
a moment when They ramble in the woods. 

Mother Yasomati also places Sri Krsna in the hands of 
Baladeva before they enter into the woods to keep her Gopala 
protected. 


sridama sudama dama,  suno ore balarama, 
minati koriye to sabare 
vana gata ati diira, nava trna kusankura 
gopala loiya na yaiho dire. 


"Listen, O Sridama, Sudama, Dama and Balarama! I beg you 


all: don’t take Gopala too deep into the forest, where there are 
new KuSa-sprouts and fresh grass!" 
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sakha-gana age pache, — gopala koriya majhe, 
dhire dhire koriho gamana. 
nava trnaikura age, ranga paya nahi lage, 
prabodha na mane mayera mana 


"Keep Gopala always inbetween the cowherd boys, who 
should walk before and behind Him. Walk slowly! Take care 
that His reddish lotus feet are not injured by fresh grass and 
sprouts! Don’t you care about a mother’s worries?" 


gopala amara parana putali 
tomare sanpiya rama, kichui sandeha nai 
tamu prana koroye vyakult 


"O Gopiala, puppet of my heart! I place You in Balarama’s 
care, so there is nothing to worry about, but still my heart is 
filled with anxiety!" 

Although Baladeva is aware of all of Sri Krsna’s divine 
prowess, out of great affection He is still always worried about 
Him in the sweet human-like pastimes. This is the nature of 
pure love. Therefore such worries about the beloved’s welfare 
and safety are in place in the sweet Vraja-pastimes. 

Sri Raghunatha says: staumi tar dhenukarim "I praise this 
Baladeva, the killer of Dhenukasura." 


koti-candra jini anga-kantira vaibhava; 
durdanta pratapa-ripu mane parabhava 
aranya pradese suddha sneha anugata; 
caticala govinda sange vihare satata 
Sri krsnera bala virya parijnata hoiyd; 
sada siksa dena jini anuja boliya 
sei dhenukari vira sri baladeve; 
sada stuti kori ami apana sodhite 
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"Just to purify myself I always praise the heroic killer of 
Dhenukasura, $17 Baladeva, Whose bodily luster defeats the 
shining of millions of moons, Who destroys the pride of His 
turbulent and powerful enemies, Who always plays with pure 
affection with naughty Govinda in the woods, Who is aware of 
Sri Krsna’s power and potency, but Who still gives Him 
instructions, considering Him His younger brother." 


VERSE 13: 


parjanya-nami-nija-naptr-garvaih 
parjanya-laksanabhito vinindan | 
yo narma tanvan ramate’sya karne 
namamy aho krsna-pitamaham tam II13ll 


parjanya nama - named Parjanya; nija - own; naptr - grandson; 
garvaih - with pride; parjanya - rain clouds; laksani - hundred 
thousand (a host); abhitah - completely; vinindan - mocking; yah - 
who; narma - with joking words; tanvan - manifesting; ramate - 
pleasing, or playing; asya - Krsna’s; karne - in the ear; namami - I offer 
my obeisances; aho! - O!; krsna pitamaham tam - unto Krsna’s 
paternal grandfather. 


"Aho! I offer my obeisances unto the cowherder named 
Parjanya, who is Krsna’s paternal grandfather, who 
constantly mocks the clouds in his pride of his grandson 
and who speaks sweet, delightful and joking words into 
Krsna’s ears. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha is an 
eternal companion of the Lord, therefore he has direct visions 
of the sweet feelings of the Vraja-associates. 

Although all the forms of the Lord are certainly full of rasa, 
this is a mere rasdmsa (a fragment of transcendental flavour), 
for rasa finds its ultimate culmination in $17 Krsna, Who is the 
akhila-rasamrta-marti, the embodiment of all nectarean 
transcendental flavours. 

Similarly, although all the companions of the Lord have 
sweet love for Him in their own right, which makes them relish 
the sweetness of the Lord, their bhava is called bhavamnsa (a 
fragment of bhava), for the culmination of this bhava is only 
found in Krsna’s companions in Vraja, the abode of pure 
sweetness. 

In this verse Sripada Raghunatha describes the sweet love of 
Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather Parjanya gopa. In Sri Radha- 
Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika (15-18) it is described: 


pitamaho harer gaurah sita kesah sitambarah; 
mangalamrta parjanyah parjanyo nama ballabah 
yah surarse nidesena laksmi-bhartur updsanam; 
varistho vraja gosthinam sa krsnasya pitamahah 
pura nandisvare cakre srestha santati kanksaya; 

vag mirta tatovyomni pradur asit priyankari 
tapasanena dhanyena bhavinah patica te sutah; 
variyan madhyamas tesam nanda nama bhavisyati 
nandanas tasya vijayt bhavita vraja-nandanah; 
surasura sikha-ratna nirajita padambujah 


"Krsna’s grandfather Parjanya is like a rain cloud (parjanya 


also means rain cloud) of auspiciousness. His complexion is 
golden and his hair is white. He is respected by the whole 
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community of Vraja. In the past, he worshipped Laksmi- 
Narayana at Nandisvara, on the advice of Devarsi Narada, 
because he desired great sons. After performing many 
austerities, a very lovely voice in the sky spoke: 

"O Parjanya! As a result of your blessed austerities, five sons 
will be born to you. The middle one will be the greatest and he 
will be known as Nanda. The son of this Nanda will be 
victorious and He will delight all of Vraja. Both demons and 
demigods will worship His lotus feet with their crown jewels." 

After attaining such a jewel-like grandson, Parjanya became 
so proud that he mocked hundreds of thousands, or indeed all 
the rain clouds. Although Parjanya was himself already adorned 
by all great qualities, his name really became accomplished 
when he became a cloud that showered all auspiciousness. 

In Sri Gopala-Campi it is known from the descriptions of 
Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada: 

sa ca §riman parjanyah saujanya varsyenarjitena nijaisvaryenapi 
vaisyantarasadharanyamatitaya tac ca ndscaryam; yatah svasrita 
desa palakata manyataya vadanyataya ksira-vaibhava plavita sarva 
janata labdha pradhanyataya ca parjanya samanyatam apah - yah 
khalu prahladah sravasi, dhruvah pratigruti, prthur mahimani, 
bhisma durhrdi, saikarah suhrdi, svayambhi garimani, haris tejasi 
vabhiava 

"It is not a miracle that Parjanya has become the greatest of 
all vaisyas because of his saintliness and his self-earned wealth. 
By showering all the people with the milk-stream of his 
dedication to the protection of his land and his generosity, he 
has become most respectable, just like a rain cloud. He was like 
Prahlada in certainty, like Dhruva in reliability, Prthu in 
greatness, Bhisma in destroying the enemies, Sankara in 
friendship, Brahma in glory and like Sri Hari in prowess." 

Therefore his glories naturally defeat the clouds and on top 
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of that, the form and attributes of his grandson Sri Krsna 
defeated the clouds in all respects. 

Sri Krsna had made a mockery out of the clouds with His 
peerless bluish luster and His extraordinary shower of 
nectarean attributes and pastimes. 


mukta hara baka panti, indra-dhanu piticha tati, 
pitambara vijuri saticara 
krsna nava jaladhara, —_jagat Sasya upara, 
varisaye lilamrta dhara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Krsna is like a fresh rain cloud that showers the wheat of the 
world with the nectarean streams of His pastimes. His pearl 
necklace is like a row of ducks. His peacockfeather crown is like 
a rainbow and His yellow cloth is like a lightning strike." 

When Krsna was seven years old, He thwarted the Indra- 
sacrifice and promulgated the Sri Govardhana-sacrifice. This 
made Indra angry and caused him to send his clouds of 
universal destruction to Vraja to destroy it. So Sri Krsna lifted 
$11 Govardhana for seven days and nights, holding it steadily on 
His left little finger to protect the Vrajavasis from hail, rain and 
claps of thunder and give them great delight. Then Parjanya 
jokingly mocked the clouds, saying: "O hey, clouds! My name is 
also Parjanya or cloud! What audacity you have to try to 
inundate my kingdom as long as I am here! Let me first see you 
defeating this little grandson of mine, then I will argue with 
you!" 

Sri Raghunatha says: "(Parjanya) speaks sweet, delightful and 
funny words into Sri Krgna’s ears. Sri Krsna is most delighted 
when His grandfather speaks these joking words, that’s why He 
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always very eagerly hangs them around his neck to hear them. 
There is no end to Rasamaya’s (all-delicious Krsna) desires for 
these rasamaya-joking words. Although the Upanisads describe 
Him as full of taste, full of fragrance and full of form, He is still 
so desirous for the love of the people of Vraja! Blessed is Vraja- 
dhama! Blessed is the Vraja-lila! Sri Raghuniatha says: "I always 
offer my obeisances unto Parjanya, Sri Krsna’s paternal 
grandfather!" 


Sri krsna amara pautra’ ei ahankare; 
megha gane divd-nisi ye avajna kore 
yahara mukhera vani korite sravana; 
Sri govinda atisaya ullasita hon 
Sri krsnera pitamaha sri parjanya nama; 
lunthita hoiya pade koriye pranama 


«Sri Krsna is my grandson!’ With this pride he slights the 
clouds day and night. In obeisance, I roll at the feet of Sri 
Krsna’s grandfather S1i Parjanya, whose words Sri Govinda is 
greatly delighted to hear with His ears!" 


VERSE 14: 


priyasya naptuh sukhato’tigarvat 
padau na yasyah patatah prthivyam | 
namami narmarcita-naptr-candram 
variyasith krsna-pitamahirh tam |I14ll 


priyasya - of the beloved; naptuh - grandson; sukhatah - out of 


happiness; ati - greatly; garvat - out of pride; padau - the feet; na - 
not; yasyah - whose; patatah - fall; prthivyam - on the earth; namami 
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- offer obeisances; narma - joking; arcita - delights; naptr - grandson; 
candram - moon-like; variyasim - Variyasi; krsna-pitamahim - Krsna’s 
paternal grandmother; tam - unto her. 


I offer my obeisances unto Variyasi, Sri Krsna’s 
paternal grandmother, whose feet do not touch the 
ground out of pride over the happiness caused by her 
beloved grandson, and who always delights her moon- 
like grandson with her joking words. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The Jild-sakti paints sweet 
pictures of the Vraja-companions’ sweet love in the 
consciousness of Sripada Raghunatha, who relishes these sweet 
feelings himself and leaves his adharamrta (lip-nectar, or 
remnants) to the practising devotees of the world. 

When the practising devotees hear and chant this topic, their 
personal feelings towards their beloved deity will awaken and 
the corresponding prema will be infused into their hearts. 


ei amrta anuksana, sadhu mahanta megha-gana, 
visvodyane kore varisana 
tate phale prema-phala, bhakta khaya nirantara, 
tara Sese jiye jagajana 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"The great devotee-saints are like clouds that always shower nectar 
over the garden of the world and prema sprouts as a result. The 
devotees always eat this and the people of the world subsist on their 
remnants." 

In this verse Sripada Raghunatha introduces us to the great love of 
the gopi Variyast for her grandson S1i Krsna. pitamaht mahi-manya 
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kusumbhabha_ harit-pata; variyasiti vikhyata kharva_ ksirabha- 
kuntala® 

"Sri Krsna’s paternal grandmother is named Variyast and she is 
greatly respected in Vraja-mandala. Her complexion resembles the 
Kusumbha-flower and her dress is green. She is small and her hair is 
white like milk." 

Out of pride over the happiness caused by her beloved grandson, 
her feet do not touch the ground, so it is said by the people. 

This pride is not a transformation of the mundane modes of 
passion and ignorance, it is a transformation of pure sattva (spirit). 
This pride arises from love of God. 
pritih khalu bhakta  cittam ullasayati mamatayad — yojayati 
visrambhayati, priyatvatisayenabhimanayati, dravayati, sva 
visayam pratyabhilasatisayena yojayati prati-ksanam eva sva 
visayam nava navatvenanubhavayati asamordhwva 
camatkarenonmadayati ca. (Priti Sandarbha: 84 Anu:) 

"Love delights the hearts of the devotees, links through feelings of 
mine-ness, bestows confidence and through great feelings of 
affection, special pride. It causes one to melt (or soften); it creates a 
great craving for the Lord anda resultant attachment to Him; it causes 
the lover to experience the Lord as fresh at every moment and 
intoxicates the lover with unprecedented feelings of astonishment." 

In the bhakti-sdstras (devotional scriptures), these feelings are 
progressively described as: rati, prema, pranaya, mana, sneha, raga, 
anuraga and mahabhava. 

Taking this abhimana or pride to heart, Sri Radharani is saying: 
bandhu, tomara garave garavint ham! "O friend! I am proud of Your 
pride!" 

Prema cannot leave this pride for even a moment. premera sadai 
abhimana, prema caya sola ana prana. "Prema always has pride, 
prema wants 100% of the heart!" 


10 Radha-Krsna Ganoddeéga Dipika 1,20. 
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What can a premika be more proud of? Only that the Lord is his 
all-in-all! The experienced know how high the price of this loving 
pride is! Knowing this to be the soul of prema they want to embrace 
it from all sides. 

How glorious the prema of $1i Krsna’s grandmother Variyasi is, can 
be known from this verse. She always makes fun and jokes with Sri 
Krsna and He is floating in an ocean of topmost bliss when He hears 
Her jokes. 

Seeing that Sri Krsna is happy with her jokes and humor, 
grandmother calls Him again and again: "O rey Nati-canid (moon-like 
grandson)! Come here!" 

The dcaryas say: "Those who have realized that Krsna is the 
Supreme Truth cannot understand Him in full. §ri Govinda, Who is 
the embodiment of sweetness, can only be fully realized through a 
sweet loving attitude. Though one should not think that the 
knowledge of the Lord’s prowess is thereby somewhat lost. 
Knowledge of the Lord’s sweetness, which is like the Triveni, (the 
confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and Sarasvati) is always inseparably 
strewn together with knowledge of the Lord’s prowess. 

When separation is experienced all this is being revealed and thus 
saves the life of the devotee in separation. 

Sri Raghunatha bows down at the feet of Krgna’s paternal 
grandmother Variyasi, who is most conscious of His sweetness - 


krsna mora nati’ boli garve buka bhara; 
krsna sukha sampad heri sukhe atma-hara 
pautra garve pa phele na kabhu dharanite; 
hasya parihdse magna govinda sahite 
krsna pitamahi boli yara kautuka katha; 
ulldsete sune sabe prasanga hoy yatha 
sei variyasi krsna pitamahi yini; 
krpa-lobhe sada pade pranata ye ami 
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"Eager for her mercy, I bow down to Krsna’s paternal 
grandmother Variyasi, whose heart is filled with pride as she 
says: “Krsna is my grandson!’, whose feet don’t touch the ground 
out of pride of Her grandson, who is always immersed in joking 
and laughing with Govinda and who gladly speaks of herself as 
Krsna’s paternal grandmother, something which is gladly heard 
and discussed by all the others." 


VERSE 15: 


§veta-Smasru-bharena sundara-mukhah syamah krti mantrana- 
bhijfiiah sarsadi santatam vraja-pateh kurvan sthitih yo’rcitah | 
sva-pranarbuda-khandanair murabhidam bhratuh sutarh tosayet 
sahare nivasan sa-gostham avatan namnopanandah sada II15ll 


Sveta - white; §masru - moustache; bharena - with a great; sundara - 
beautiful; mukhah - face; syamah - black; krti - qualified; 
mantranabhijnah - learned counsellor; sanisadi - in the assembly; 
santatam - always; vrajapateh - of the king of Vraja; kurvan - doing; 
sthitim - staying; yah - who; arcitah - worshipped; sva - own; prana - 
life-airs; arbuda - millions; khandanaih - in parts; murabhidam - 
Krsna; bhratuh sutan - nephew; tosayet - delights; sahare - in the 
village of Sahara; nivasan - resides; sa - he; gostham - Vraja; avatan - 
may protect; ndmnd - named; upanandah - Upananda; sada - always. 


May Krsna’s uncle Upananda, who delights his nephew 
with billions of life-airs; whose face is beautified by a 
white moustache; who has a blackish complexion; who is 
a wise and learned counsellor; who lives in the village of 
Sahara and who always stays in the government of the 
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king of Vraja as a learned scholar, always protect the land 
of Vraja! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Gosvamicarana 
praises Sri Upananda, the elder brother and minister of Nanda 
Maharaja. 

upanando’bhinandas ca pitrvyau pirvajau pituh. pitreyau tu 
kaniyamsau syatam sannanda nandanau (Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa 
Dipika 1,32): 

"Nanda’s elder brothers are Upananda and Abhinanda, and his 
younger brothers are Sannanda and Nandana". They are all Krsna’s 
uncles. 

Upananda was the oldest son of Parjanya Maharaja, and the third 
son Nanda inherited the kingdom only because of Upananda’s 
magnanimity. In the scripture Sri Gopala Campi it is described that 
when Parjanya Maharaja considered the qualifications of his sons he 
decided to hand over the responsibility of the kingdom to his eldest 
son Upananda. He had become eager to perform Sri Hari-bhajana 
and had thus attained peace of mind." 

He had the royal class headed by Vasudeva and the brahminical 
class headed by Garga called into the assembly and gave his oldest son 
Sri Upananda the royal tilaka"? there. 

sah punah pitur ajriam angikrtya krta-krtyas tasyam eva sri 
vasudevadi sambalita mahanubhavanam sabhayam ahuya sabhavam 
utsanga saniginam vidhaya madhyamam eva nijanujamn tena tilakena 
gokula rajataya sabhajayamasa. 

atha tatranuje sankucati sarva eva ca jane vismayan sa ca mane 
pitari ca rocamanelocane sacovdaca - mayedam navicaram acaritan 
yatah sarva eva sneha paramparayah paradhinah; sa ca sad gunyasya 


1 Having handed the kingdom into Upananda's able hands he could 
now worship Sri Hari free from worries. 

RA ceremony in which the old king hands his kingdom to his 
rightful heir. 
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tac ca sarva samanijasatayah sa catra yatha tathaé na mad vidhe saiva 
ca khalu sarva vasikaritayam svari itam arhati 

kim ca sarvantaryamyapyenam evoraricarikaroti. drsyatam asyam 
bhasamanayam sabhayam — sarvesari —_netra-patali —_ satpada 
vallilayamana kevalam asya mukham kamalam iva saribalate. tatha 
prathamatah eva tadanukiilyam atrakalpyate parikalpyatam apidan 
mama nadmnaiva; tasmad asmad ayam eva rajeti. athabhavat 
kusumajavrstibhih samam sphuta-dhvanir divam anu sadhu sadhviti 
sabhasadam iha ca vikasi drstibhir yathasphuraj jaya jaya sabda 
mangalam 


(Gopala Campi Parva 3.31-34) 


"Si Upananda kept the order of his father on his head (he 
followed it), considering himself blessed. Then in the presence 
of Vasudeva and other great souls, he called his younger 
middle-brother Nanda into the assembly, embraced him 
lovingly and gave him the kingdom of Gokula by putting on him 
the royal tilaka. Afterwards he honoured him as the new king 
of Gokula." 

“Seeing this inconceivable behaviour of his elder brother, 
Nanda Maharaja became shy. Those present in the assembly 
were struck with wonder and father Parjanya Maharaja looked 
at the two men with eyes wide of bliss 

(Actually, Parjanya had been desirous to give the kingdom to 
Nanda, having seen his countless attributes, but he had thought 
it better to just follow the etiquette and give the kingdom to his 
oldest son). 

Seeing this Sri Upananda said: "This is not a thoughtless 
action of mine, because everyone is controlled by feelings of 
affection. The proper thing was done, considering Nanda’s 
glorious attributes. This is not a whimsical action on my behalf, 
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the great qualities of Nanda just have an overwhelming, all- 
controlling effect." 

"Besides, this is the arrangement of Sri N arayana, the 
Overseer of all living beings. This is because everyone’s bee- 
like eyes drink the honey of Sri Nanda’s beautiful lotus-like 
face. This has been Sri Narayana’s decision long ago. Also, his 
name is Nanda, while my name is Upananda (sub-Nanda). Upa 
means inferior and assisting. Hence he is the king of Gokula, 
and I am his assistent." 

"Hearing these words of Upananda, the demigods showered 
flowers from the sky and sang ‘sd@dhu sddhu (glory, glory!)’. The 
lotus-like eyes of everyone present began to blossom and the 
auspicious sounds of jaya jaya! filled the universe. 

From that day on Nanda, the mine of all great qualities was 
the king of Gokula and Upananda was appointed as_ his 
minister." 

Therefore it was said: Upananda is a learned and expert 
counsellor. His body has a deep blackish complexion and his 
face is beautified by a white moustache, which are signs of a 
learned and expert counsellor. His expert advise was the source 
of an increase in Nanda’s bliss in all respects. When the demons 
caused havoc in Gokula, it was Upananda who gave the advise 
to leave Gokula and move to the safe haven Vrndavana'’, just to 
save his nephew Sri Krsna, Who was dearer to him than millions 
of lives. 

It was on his advise also that the safe haven Nandiévara-Giri 
was established as the capital of the king of Vraja. When the 
people of Vraja are safe, then Sripada Raghunatha is also safe 
and his aspirations will be fulfilled - that is the secondary 
meaning transcending the first meaning of the verse. 


13 See Srimad Bhagavata 10.11.22-23 
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Sveta §masru-bhare yara vadana sundara; 
Syama ruci anga sobha ati manohara 
mantranaya maha-vijtia nanda sabha majhe; 
pujita hoyena yini pandita samaje 
bhratusputra sri govinde kolete koriyd; 
santosa vidhana kore marama bujhiya 
sei krsna pitrvya sri upananda nama; 
gostha-raksa korun tini ei nivedana 


"I pray that Krsna’s uncle, who is named Sri Upananda, 
whose face is beautified by a white moustache: whose body 
shines with an enchanting blackish luster; who is the very expert 
counsellor in the assembly of Nanda Maharaja; who is 
worshipped in the assembly of scholars; who takes his nephew 
Sri Govinda on his lap and makes Him happy by understanding 
his feelings, may protect the gostha!" 


VERSE 16: 


gaurah komala-dhir udara-caritah snigdho vrajendranujah 
Syama-smasrur alam tadiya-carane bhaktah sunanda-pita | 
yah pranaih parimafichya madhava-sukham dadhna mahisyah param 
sannandas tanute sa patu nitaram nah kasarinam patih II16ll 


gaurah - golden; komala - tender; dhih - mind; udara - generous; 
caritah - behaviour; snigdhah - pleasant; vrajendra - the king of Vraja; 
anujah - younger brother; syama - black; smasruh - moustache; alah 
- greatly; tadiya - his; carane - lotus feet; bhaktah - devotee; sunanda 
- Sunanda; pita - the father; yah - who; pranaih - with his life-airs; 
parimatichya - worships; mddhava - Krsna; sukham - happiness; 
dadhna - with yoghurt; mahisyah - of the buffaloes; param - greatest; 
sannandah - Sannanda; tanute - expands; sa - he; patu - may protect; 
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nitaram - constantly; nah - unto us; kasarinam - of the she-buffaloes; 
patih - the lord (keeper). 


May Sannanda, the keeper of the she-buffaloes, who 
has a golden complexion; whose mind is filled with 
tenderness; who is very generous and kind; whose face is 
beautified with a black moustache; who is deeply 
devoted to Sri Nanda Maharaja; who worships Madhava 
with his very life and greatly delights Him by treating 
Him on buffalo-yoghurt and who is Sri Nanda’s younger 
brother and Sunanda’s father, protect us. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Vraja-dhama is enriched by 
different companions of the Lord who all have different 
feelings and attitudes and these eternal companions each relish 
Sri Krsna’s sweetness according to their own feelings, 
emanating from their self-perfect prema-rasa. 

nija bhave kore krsna rasa adsvddane (C.C.). Even Sri Krsna, 
Who is the object of their love, forgets about His own prowess 
and completeness and considers Himself blessed if He can 
relish their self-perfect sweet love, according to their own 
individual feelings. 

This is the speciality of Vraja-~prema. Wherever there is the 
full maturity of sweetness, we also find the greatest blossoming 
of rasa. This truth can be directly experienced when we discuss 
the pastimes of Vraja. The more the heart of a practising 
devotee gets purified by practising the Vraja-bhdva-upasand, 
the more his heart ascends the staircase (of love) and the more 
he becomes blessed with the experience of pure sweetness. The 
best way of practising this Vraja-bhdava- updsand is the hearing, 
chanting and remembering of the sweet feelings of the 
companions of Vraja. 


~ 551 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises the younger brother of 
Vraja’s king Sri Nanda Maharaja and the father of Sunanda, 
Sannanda. 

sunanddpara paryadya sannanda kunda pandarah; syama- 
celah sita dvitri keso’yam kesava-priyah (Radha-Krsna- 
GanoddeSa-Dipika 1, 35) 

"Another name of Sannanda is Sunanda. His complexion is 
fair, he wears black and white clothes, two or three of his hairs 
are white and he is very dear to KeSava." 

He keeps buffaloes because he thinks that Sri Krsna’s body 
will be nourished by their milk. Therefore he is the Mahisapati, 
the buffalo-keeper. He loves all things only if they bring 
happiness to Krsna. He worships Sri Krsna through his buffalo- 
yoghurt. This worship is a great event of love, in which all 
mishap and inauspiciousness of the beloved is wiped out. 
Beloveds are worshipped with ingredients that are auspicious 
and that are very dear to them. Buffalo-yoghurt is very dear to 
Krsna and it is naturally a very auspicious product, hence He is 
worshipped with buffalo-yoghurt. Sri Raghunatha says: yah 
pranaih parimatichya mddhava-sukham dadhnad mahisyah 
param 

"He expands Madhava’s happiness by worshipping Him with 
his very life and with buffalo-yoghurt. When seeing his worship 
one thinks he is not doing it with yoghurt but with his very life- 
airs! That is why Madhava, Who is dedicated to relishing the 
love of His devotees finds so much happiness in it! 

Although Madhava generally means the Original Lord of the 
goddess of fortune or all wealth, Krsna only hankers for the 
purely sweet love of the people of Vraja. When Sri Krsna killed 
Piitana, Aghasura and Bakasura, when He lifted Govardhana 
Hill, subdued the Kaliya-serpent, swallowed the forest fire and 
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danced the Rasa, He showed such vast prowess that no one can 
conceive of it. 

But even all that prowess drowns in a bottomless and 
fathomless ocean of sweetness and simply serves to nourish this 
sweetness. This endless sweetness is established on the 
foundation of endless prowess and its glory attracts all people. 
This is only because of its proximity to the pure, sweet love of 
the Vrajavasis. 

That is why Lord Brahma, Uddhava and others were 
astonished when they saw this extraordinary sweet love of the 
Vrajavasis and then prayed for birth in Vraja even as a blade of 
grass or a bulb, so that they could be showered by their 
footdust. 

In this verse, the tender feelings, the generous activities and 
the gentleness of Sannanda are mentioned - all these great 
glories arise automatically as a result of rendering loving 
devotional service. This is proclaimed everywhere. 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavatyakificand sarvair gunais tatra 
samasata surah (Bhagavata 5.18.12) "All the demigods and their 
godly qualities eternally reside in anyone who has unswerving 
devotion to the Lord." 

Sri Raghunatha prays: 


gaura varna sukomala, udara carita; 
nandera kanistha bhrata ati sneharita 
Syama varna smasru-bhare sri-mukha sundara; 

nanda prati bhakti yara ati gadhatara 

sunandara pita boli vrajavasi jane; 
prana pane dadhi diya kore krsna nirajane 
mahisi raksaka se sannanda nama yara; 

raksa korun more ei minati mara 
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"May the buffalo-keeper named Sannanda, who has a golden 
complexion; who is very tender-hearted and generous; who is 
Nanda’s very affectionate younger brother; whose face is 
beautified by a black moustache; who has very deep devotion 
to Nanda; who is known by the Vrajavasis as Sunanda’s father 
and who worships Krsna with buffalo-yoghurt and his very life, 
may he protect me. This is my prayer." 


VERSE 17: 


Syamah siksma-matir yuvati-madhuro jyotir-vidam agranih 
pandityair jita-gispatir vraja-pateh savye krtavasthitih | 
krsnam palayatiha yah priyatama pranarbudair apy alam 
mantrenapy upananda-siinum iha tarh pritya subhadrat numah 


syama - black; siiksma-matih - fine intelligence; yuva - young; ati 
madhurah - very sweet; jyotirvidam - astrologers; agrani - the leader; 
pandityaih - by learning; jita - defeating; gispatih - Brhaspati; 
vrajapateh - the Lord of Vraja; savye - on the left; krta - doing; 
avasthitih - situated; krsnam - Krsna; palayati - protects; iha - here; 
yah - who; priyatayd - out of love; prana - life-airs; arbudaih - with 
millions; api - even; alam - greatly; mantrena - with mantras; api - 
even; upananda siinum - the son of Upananda; iha - here; tam - unto 
him; pritya - with love; subhadram - Subhadra; numah - offering 
obeisances. 


I offer my loving obeisances unto Subhadra, the son of 
Upananda, who has a blackish complexion; who has a fine 
intelligence; who is young and sweet (handsome); who is 
the best of astrologers; who defeats even Brhaspati in 
learning; who stands on the left side of the Lord of Vraja 
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Nanda Maharaja; who protects Krsna with billions of life- 
airs and who always offers Him advise. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Vraja-dhama is the great 
transcendental centre where the Lord and His devotees relish 
the sweetness of each others’ love. 

The companions in Vraja are unrivalled relishers of the love 
of Sri Govinda, Who is the embodiment of complete 
transcendental bliss. What’s more, they are the embodiments 
of pure love! The Lord Who is Self-satisfied is attracted to the 
blissful love of the pure devotees and becomes completely 
engrossed with these devotees, up to the point that He loses 
Himself in it. This indicates how much ecstasy there is in loving 
devotion for both the devotee and the Lord. Therefore the 
Lord solely desires this pure love of the devotees, which is 
completely free from hesitation and reverence. What to speak 
of the loving devotees of Vraja, even from the reverential 
devotees the Lord likes to hear talks that are free from 
hesitation and reverence. 

In the Haribhakti-Sudhodaya, we find the following words of 
the Lord to Sri Prahlada: 


sabhayam sambhramam vatsa mad gaurava krtam tyaja; 
naisa priyo me bhaktesu svadhina pranayi bhava 
api me pirna kamasya navam navam idan priyam; 
nihganka pranaydd bhakto yan mam pasyasi bhasate 
sada mukto’pi baddho’smi bhaktesu sneha rajjubhih; 
ajito’pi jito’ham tair avasye’pi vasikrtah 


"O child! Give up this reverence that simply causes fear and 


respect to awaken within you! I don’t like this kind of reverence 
towards Me by My devotees! Please show some free feelings of 
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love towards Me! The devotees see Me and speak with Me with 
love and without fear. Although I am Self-satisfied, I experience 
this as ever-fresh. Although I am eternally liberated, this ties 
Me to the ropes of My devotees’ affection. Although I am 
invincible, I am thus defeated and although I am ever- 
independent, they manage to subdue Me completely!" 

In this way one can understand the great glories of the love 
of the Lord’s companions in Vraja. The love of the people of 
Vraja is the deepest because of the absence of hesitation and 
reverence within it. 

They are completely absorbed in loving Krsna purely as the 
laukika-sad-bandhu, the good worldly friend. The dcdaryas call 
this ragatmika bhakti. Each and every Vraja-companion 
receives a share of this great sacrifice of ra@ga-bhakti. 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises Subhadra, the son of 
Upananda: 


sucikkanau nila-varnah subhadro diptiman bhavet; 
pita vastra paridhana nanabharana sobhitah 
upanandah pita tasya tulad mata pativrata; 
paramojjvala kaigsorah patni kundalata bhavet 


(Radha-Krsna Ganoddega Dipika 2, 26-27) 


"Subhadra’s complexion is glossy, blue and brilliant. He 
wears a yellow dhoti and various ornaments. His father is 
Upananda and his mother the greatly chaste Tula. Subhadra’s 
age is filled with the most brilliant adolescence and his wife is 
named Kundalata.™“" 


14 She is one of the most important assistants in Sri Radha-Krgna's 
erotic pastimes. She is praised in verse 32 of this Vraja Vilasa Stava. 
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His complexion is syadma, he is of fine intelligence, he is 
young and handsome and he is the best of astrologers. His 
knowledge of astrology has been accomplished because he 
centers it around Krsna and his love for Him. The purport of 
this is that the great teacher of astrology, Mahamuni Sri 
Gargacarya came to Gokula on the instigation of Vasudeva to 
perform the name-giving ceremony of Sri Krsna-Baladeva. 

Seeing the pure parental love of Nanda-Yasoda for Krsna, 
Gargacarya’s reverential attitude was stunned. During Sri 
Krsna’s name-giving ceremony, he left the dignity of their love 
unaffected and made his knowledge of astrology perfect by 
describing Sri Krsna’s glories in an unequivocal way. But 
Subhadra is actually worried about Sri Krsna having some 
accident, so he anxiously draws charts to calculate Sri Krsna’s 
luck and unluck. In this way he made his knowledge of astrology 
perfect in the realm of sweet love. That is the speciality of his 
knowledge of astrology and that is why he is called the greatest 
of all astrologers. He defeats even Brhaspati in learning and 
intelligence. 

This is what the people say when they see Subhadra’s 
learning and sharp intelligence. Otherwise from the natural 
point of view, the learning and intelligence of all the people of 
Vraja is peerless, because the Lord personally told Uddhava: 
esam buddhimatam buddhir manisd ca manisinadm; yat satyam 
anrteneha martyendpnoti madmatam (Bhagavata 11.29.22): 

"The intelligence of the intelligent and the wisdom of the 
wise lies in My bhajana, because in this temporary and 
uncertain human birth, bhajana is real and immortal and 
through bhajana a human being can become blessed by 
attaining Me." 

Who will therefore ignore the intelligence of the people of 
Vraja? 
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He stands by Vrajapati S17 Nanda’s left side, always serving 
him with advise and he protects and advises Sri. Nanda- 
Nandana with millions of life-airs. Although all transcendental 
and other knowledge is always serving Him, the Original 
Personality Of Godhead Sri Krsna acts only according to the 
advise of Subhadra - this is the nature of love!® 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I lovingly bow down to this son of 
Upananda, named Subhadra!" 


syama varna siiksma mati navina yauvana; 
jyotirvid supandita priya darasana 
brhaspati jini yara panditya pratibha; 
vrajapati nanda vame koriteche sobha 
prana priya sri govinde koriteche raksa; 
upadesa chale dana kore nana siksa 
sei upananda putra subhadra yara nama; 
nirantara stava kori padete pranama 


"I always praise Upananda’s son named Subhadra, who has a 
blackish complexion; who is of fine intelligence and fresh 
youthful beauty; who is an expert astrologer, a great scholar who 
defeats even Brhaspati in learning; who stands beautifully at 
Vrajapati Nanda’s left side and who protects Sri Govinda on the 
pretext of giving him different advises and teachings, by bowing 
down at his feet." 


15 Mother Yasoda also asks Subhadra every morning where her 
Gopala should herd his cows that day. 
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VERSE 18: 


daityad bhiter ativikala-dhih komalangasya sinoh 
krsnasyoccaih satatam avane vatsala vyagra-citta | 
krechrair ambarm bahubhir abhito hanta santosya siirarn 
daitya-ghnath ya sutam ajanayat sambika patu dhatri 


daityad - from demons; bhiteh - of fear; ati - very; vikala - upset; 
dhih - consciousness; komala - tender; angasya - of the body; stinoh - 
of the son; krsnasya - of Krsna; uccaih - greatly; satatam - always; 
avane - for protecting; vatsald - parental love; vyagra - anxious; citté 
- heart; krechraih - with hardships; ambam - mother; bahubhih - 
with many; abhitah - in all respects; hanta - alas!; santosya - 
satisfying; siiram - a hero; daitya- demons; ghnam - killer; ya - who 
(fem.); sutam - the son; ajanayat - gave birth to; sa - she; ambika - 
Ambika; patu - may protect; dhatri - wetnurse. 


May Ambika, Krsna’s wetnurse, who was very anxious 
out of fear of the demons and who performed many 
harsh austerities for Krsna’s protection with which she 
satisfied the universal mother Bhagavati, who granted 
her a heroic son who is able to kill all the demons, protect 
us. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa 
Gosvami draws a love-picture of Krsna’s wet nurse Ambika, 
who is a vessel of pure parental love for Sri Krsna. 

ambika ca kilimba ca dhatrke stanya datrike (Radha-Krsna 
Ganoddesa Dipika) "Ambika and Kilimba are two wet nurses 
who breastfed Krsna. The greater of them is Ambika. She is 
Vrajesvari Yasoda’s dear girlfriend." 
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ambikeyam tayor mukhyd vrajesvaryah priyd sakhi (ibid.) 
She worshipped Dirga-devi and by her grace got a heroic son 
named Vijaya. 

atradhyakso’mbika  stinur  vijayakhyas tapasyaya. yah 
kilambikayd lebhe dhatryopdsya sadambikam (ibid.) "Vijaya is 
the leader of the older boys who serve as Sri Krsna’s 
bodyguards. His mother Ambika performed penances to please 
Ambika or Parvati to get a heroic son like him." 

Out of fear of the demons she is very anxious at heart to keep 
tender Krsna safe and protected. Wet nurse Ambika is always 
carried away by worries that any calamity might befall Sri 
Krsna. She is always worried about the safety of Sti Krsna, who 
is Himself the guardian of the world. This is the work of pure 
transcendental parental love. 

Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written: It is love only that 
causes apprehension of harm - yasmin jdte tat 
sambandhabhasendpi. = mahd-vdspadi_ —_vikarah _ priya 
darsanddyatrptasya parama sdmarthyddau satyapi kosaiicid 
anistd-sankd ca jayate (Priti Sandarbha) 

"When sneha awakens even the slightest relationship with 
the Lord creates tear-filled emotional transformations. The 
devotee is never satisfied by seeing the Lord and he always 
apprehends harm befalling Him, although He is omnipotent." 

This apprehension of harm is especially strong in parental 
love, where the devotee observes the tenderness of Sri Krsna’s 
body. Therefore mother Ambika is always afraid at heart of the 
demons. 

"I think that a demon is coming, I think he’s going to kill 
Krsna!" - tormented by these apprehensions mother Ambika 
desperately began to perform harsh austerities to please 
goddess Durga with the aim of getting a heroic son who would 
protect Sri Krsna. 
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On the path of pure devotion it is an impairment to the 
principle of pure devotion if one worships other gods and 
goddesses, especially if it is for benefits like wealth and 
children. But the Vrajavasis’ worship of other gods and 
goddesses and their praying to them for boons like children is 
nothing else but another form of their love for Sri Krsna. 

The Gosvamis have given the following conclusion about the 
Vraja-kumaris (virgin-gopis)’ worship of Katyayani-devi to get 
Sri Krsna as a husband: 

tato vrajasya lokavalilatvat mayopdsanam eva labhyate, 
tasam ca parama premollasa vilasitam eva tathopdsanam 
premnaiva ca tatha tat praptir na tathopdsanena iti 
vivektavyam. atra kecid anyan manya yad anyatha manyante 
te na tadiya prema gandha sambandha gandhavaham api 
sprsanti sarvatra suddha bhagavat premaiva hi purusarthah. 
sarvam ananya daivatopdsanddikam tu tat sddhanam eveti 
srimad bhagavata siddhantah (Vaisnava Tosani Tika of 
Bhagavata 10.22.4) 

"Because the pastimes of Sri Krsna and His companions in 
Vraja are human-like, it is seen that the Vraja-companions 
worship Mayadevi for getting wealth and sons and so on 
(although Katyayani is the Lord’s cicchakti or spiritual potency, 
when her worshippers ask her for wealth and children she gives 
it through her mdyd-sakti), but these should be understood to 
be their most blissful loving pastimes. Their worship is also 
nothing but prema, because as a result of their worship they do 
not attain Katyayani-devi but the Supreme Lord. 

Therefore if someone forgets the means and the goal and 
thinks: “The Vraja-devis were also worshipping Katyayani-devi, 
therefore there is no other means to get Sri Krsna and love of 
Him than to worship her’, or “The worship of Katyayani is the 
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only means and goal’, they will never even catch a whiff of the 
wind carrying the breeze of Krsna-prema. The only means of 
attaining the Lord is pure and exclusive worship of and 
meditation on Him." 

Basically the worship of the different gods is also worship of 
the Supreme Lord, because He is the aggregate of all the 
gods'*: this is the philosophical conclusion of scriptures like 
Srimad Bhagavata. 

There is no question of the self-perfect loving eternal 
companions of Krsna in Vraja having to perform any sédhana. 
Therefore, when mother Ambika of Vraja who is constantly 
swimming in the ocean of pure parental love, saw Vraja being 
repeatedly attacked by demons, she became very apprehensive 
about Krsna’s safety and pleased Bhagavati-devi with her 
penances, desiring to get a son who could kill all the demons. 

By Devi's grace she was then blessed with a heroic son 
named Vijaya. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: " May that goddess Ambika always 
protect us!" 


vatsalye vyakula citta daityera bhayete; 
komalanga putra krsnera satata raksarthe 
vyakulita hoiya yei kore upavasa; 
jagan mata bhagavatira mage asirvada 


16 Krsna is attained by worshipping different gods and goddesses, 
because He is the aggregate of all the gods, but He is not attained by 
those who worship them with desires other than Him. Therefore the 
worship of other gods and goddesses is considered a impairment of 
exclusive devotion. Those who are very upset with apprehension of 
harm becoming to Sri Krsna may worship other gods and goddesses, 
but this behaviour of Krsna's companions in Vraja_ is 
incomprehensible for an ordinary s@dhaka. 
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tara anugrahe yini daitya-ghati putra; 
prasava korilo krsna raksi supavitra 
$rt krsnera dhatri-mata nama se ambika; 
sada raksa@ korun more vatsalye adhika 


"May Sri Krsna’s wet nurse named Ambika, who, out of 
motherly love, is very frightened of demons; who fasted out of 
anxiety over the protection of her tender son Krsna, praying for 
the blessings of the universal mother Bhagavati, and who, by 
the goddess’ grace, gave birth to a pure son who protects Krsna 
by killing the demons, always protect me with great motherly 
love." 


VERSE 19: 


nadair yasya sphutati parito divya-vidhy-anda-kotih 
ke te tavat kila diti-sutah ksudrakat ksudra-jivah | 

snehan matra vijayam abhito raksane sarnniyuktarh 

krsnasyarat param iha bhaje hanta dhatri sutarh tam 


nadaih - with sounds; yasya - whose; sphutati - burst; paritah - in 
all respects; divya - divine; vidhi - Brahma; anda - egg; kotih - 
millions; ke - who; te - they; tavat - as long as; kila - certainly; diti- 
sutah - sons of Diti (demons); ksudrakat - more insignificant than; 
ksudra - insignificant; jivah - living beings; snehat - out of affection; 
matra - of the mother; vijayam - Vijaya; abhitah - always; raksane - in 
the protection; sanniyuktam - engaged; krsnasya - of Krsna; arat - in 
the vicinity; param - highest; iha - here; bhaje - 1 worship; hanta - 
alas!; dhatri-sutam - son of the wetnurse; tam - unto him. 
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I worship Vijaya, the son of Krsna’s wet nurse in Vraja, 
whose roars cause millions of divine universes to burst, 
what to speak of the demons, who are more insignificant 
than insignificant and who is engaged by his mother 
Ambika in always staying near Sri Krsna to protect Him. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Vijaya, the son of Krsna’s wet nurse. 

The nectarean, fearlessness-granting lotus feet of the 
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana have been 
prayed to for protection against the hands of different kinds of 
calamities since time immemorial by all intelligent people, but 
now His wet nurse Ambika, apprehending some calamity 
befalling Him, has anxiously worshipped goddess Gauri for His 
sake. 

Truly, truly, her worship has been a success, for by the grace 
of Devi she has gotten a heroic son, the intimate friend (suhrd- 
sakha) of Krsna named Vijaya. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvami has written: 


vatsalya gandhi sakhyds tu kificit te vayasadhikah; 
sayudhas tasya dustebhyah sada raksa parayanah 
subhadra mandalibhadra bhadra-vardhana gobhatah; 
yaksendra-bhata bhadranga virabhadra maha-gunah 
vijayo balabhadradyah suhrdas tasya kirtitah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.22-23) 


"The suhrd-sakhds have a whiff of parental love for Him. 
They are a little older than Krsna and they always take care to 
protect Him with their weapons. Subhadra, Mandalibhadra, 
Bhadra-vardhana Gobhata, Yaksa, Indra-bhata, Bhadraiga, 
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Virabhadra, Maha-guna, Vijaya and Baladeva are amongst 
Krsna’s suhrd-friends." 

During Krsna’s gostha-lila, they hold different weapons to 
constantly protect Him. As soon as there is any doubt about His 
safety, they run forward with their weapons in their hands. 

Sri Ripa Gosvami has written the following verse to 
examplify these friends: 


dhunvan dhavasi mandalagram amalam tvam mandalibhadra! kim 
gurvim narya! gadam grhana vijaya! ksobhan vrtha ma krthah 
saktim na ksipa bhadravardhana! puro govardhanam gahate 
garjann esa ghano bali na tu balwvardakrtir danavah 


(ibid.24) 


"O Mandalibhadra! Why are you running around with this 

spotless sword? O Arya! Don’t pick up this heavy mace! 
O Vijaya! Don’t be agitated for nothing! O Bhadra-vardhana! 
Don’t throw this sakti for no reason! These are just some clouds 
rumbling above Govardhana Hill! This is not a large bull- 
demon (like Aristasura)!" 

Sripada says: "Millions of divine universes burst when Vijaya 
shouts like a lion, indicating his heroism." 

This is not at all astonishing, because the companions are just 
as qualified as Sri Krsna Himself is. Then, just as Sri Krsna’s 
prowess is revealed in a sweet way in Vraja-dhama, meaning 
that if the cowherd boys see Sri Krsna killing a demon or so, 
there will be no awe and reverence in their minds. Rather they 
will just think: "My friend is so powerful, so we won’t have to 
fear when we freely ramble in the forest!", thus nourishing the 
sweet pastimes. Similarly Vijaya also nourishes the sakhya-rasa 


(feeling of friendship) by roaring in a way indicating his 
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heroism. To the demons though, this is truely terrifying and 
therefore Sri Raghunatha has said: "What are those demons, 
who are the most insignificant living beings, before the energy 
of Vijaya?" 

Mother Ambika, who is totally overwhelmed by affection, 
keeps Vijaya always near Krsna and has placed Krsna under his 
protection. For the Vrajavasis, their bodies, homes, children 
and relatives are all offered for Krsna’s pleasure. 


yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma tanaya prandsayas tat krte 
(Bhagavata 10.14.35) 


Whatever they have, it is all for Sri Krsna, and whatever they 
don’t have they hope to get, just for Krsna’s pleasure. Blessed 
is this wonderful spotless expertise of Vraja-prema! 


ksudrad api ksudra sei diti-putragana; 
keva tadera vira boli koroye gananaP 
brahmanda koti yara huhunkara svare; 
sphutita hoilo boli sabe mane kore 
sneha paratantra hoiya krsnera palane; 
janani ambika dila raksanaveksane 
sei dhatri-suta vira vijaya yara nama; 
satata bhajana kori - koro paritrana 


"I always worship Vijaya, the heroic son of the wet nurse 
Ambika. Who can mention the heroism of the demons who 
become most insignificant in front of him? When he shouts 
everyone thinks that the universe is bursting! Subdued by 
affection, he protects Krsna, because his mother has placed 
Him under his protection. O Vijaya! Save me also!" 
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VERSE 20: 


mantra-nyasair iha muraripos tat-purodhah purastat 
sarvangani prakata-nigamo bhagurir yo’bhiraksya | 
asirbhis ca pratidinam aho tac-chiro jighratidam 
vande tavan munisurapates tasya padabja-yugmam 


mantra-nydsaih - reciting mantras; iha - in Vraja; muraripoh - of 
Krsna; tat - His; purodhah - priest; purastat - before; sarvanigani - 
on all the limbs; prakata - manifest; nigamah - the Vedas; bhaguri - 
Bhaguri; yah - who; abhiraksya - protecting; asirbhih - with 
blessings; ca - and; prati dinam - every day; aho - O}; tat - His; sirah 
- head; jighrati - smelling; idam - this; vande - obeisances; tavat - 
thus; muni - sage; swra-pateh - the king of; tasya - his; padabja - 
lotus feet; yugmam - pair. 


I worship the lotus feet of Sri Bhaguri, the king of 
sages, who is the priest in Nanda’s Vraja; who daily places 
mantras on Sri Krsna’s different limbs and offers Him 
words of blessings; who performs rituals for the 
protection of each of Sri Krsna’s limbs; who smells His 
head and of whom the personified Vedas take shelter. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Vraja’s priest Mahamuni Bhagurt. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: mahi-surds tu 
dvividha gokulantar vasanti ye; kulam asritya vartante kecid 
anye purohitah. veda garbho mahda-yajva bhaguryadyah 
purodhasah (Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,64) 

"The brahmanas who live in Vraja are divided into two 
classes: some have taken shelter of Sri Krsna’s family and others 
are priests. 
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The Vedagarbhas are the great knowers of the Vedas and the 
Mahdyajvas are priests like Bhaguri Muni who are performing 
great sacrifices." 

Vraja’s priest Sri Bhaguri Muni has pure parental love for Sri 
Krsna and in this verse the characteristics of his pure parental 
love are described. 

Desiring Krsna’s welfare, Sri Nanda’s priest Sri Bhaguri 
Muni is always coming to Nanda’s house to give Sri Nanda- 
Nandana His raksd-bandhana (protecting bracelet) and to offer 
Him words of benediction. 

Sri Nanda, Yasoda and other loving devotees in the pure 
parental mood believe that all these brahmanas are devoid of 
fault finding, falsehood, arrogance, envy, violence and false 
pride and that the blessings of brahmanas who are fixed in 
truthfulness, transcendental consciousness and knowledge of 
the Vedas never go in vain. 


ye'stiyanrta dambhersya hirisd mana vivarjitah 
na tesam satya-silandm asiso viphalah krtah 


(Bhagavata 10.7.13) 


For this reason Nanda and Yasomati, afraid of any 
disturbance caused by demons, always call the great Veda- 
knower Bhaguri Muni to Nandalaya to perform protective 
rituals and offer Him words of benediction. 

When the king of munis, Sri Bhaguri, enters Nandalaya, Sit 
Nanda-Yasoda and others think that the embodiment of all the 
Vedas is residing amongst them. Factually the Vedas 
themselves take shelter of Nanda’s priest in order to get blessed 
with even the slightest devotional service to Sri Nanda- 
Nandana, Who is the goal of all Vedic knowledge. 


~ 568 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


Although the Personified Vedas take shelter of the king of 
munis Bhaguri, he himself has not even the slightest feeling of 
awe and reverence towards S1i Nanda-Nandana, for he 
considers Him to be just a Vrajavasi. In a feeling of purely sweet 
love, he enters Nandalaya and first offers protective mantras to 
each of Murari Sri Krsna’s limbs before offering Him words of 
benediction and smelling His head with great parental love. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada describes the anubhdvas 
(external symptoms) of the parental-rasa as follows: 


anubhavah siroghranam karenangabhimarjanam 
asirbado nidesas ca lalanam pratipalanam 
hitopadesa danadyéa vatsale parikirtitah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.41) 


"Smelling the head, rubbing the body with the hands, 
offering words of benediction and permission, cuddling, 
rearing and giving instruction for the child’s benefit - these are 
the activities of parental love." 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha has called Sri Krsna “Mura-ripu’, 
or the enemy of the demon named Mura. This means that the 
lovers of Krsna who take shelter of the pure mood of parental 
love which is devoid of even the slightest whiff of awe and 
reverence, are worried about His safety and therefore place a 
protecting bracelet on His wrist. Although the burning power 
of fire is present everywhere, it is stunned by the Candrakanti- 
gem. 

Revealing the extraordinary power of Mother Yasoda’s 
parental love, Sripada Suka Muni has said: 
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trayyd copanisadbhis ca 
sankhya-yogais ca satvataih 
upagiyamana mahatmyam 

harim samanyatatmajam 


(Bhagavata 10.8.45) 


"Yasoda considered Sri Hari, Whose glories are always 
praised by the three Vedas, the Upanisads, Sankhya, Yoga and 
the Satvata-scriptures, to be just her son." 

Such is the power of pure parental love of God and it is in 
this consciousness that Sri Bhaguri considers Sri Krsna to be 
Nanda’s son. 

Sripada says: "I praise the lotus feet of this king of sages, Si 
Bhaguri!" 


purohita srestha yei ei vraja-dhame; 
mantra pathe asisa kore sri nandanandane 
govindera santi hauk vasand antare; 
mastaka aghrana kore ati sneha bhare 
nikhila nigama sastra mirtiman hoiya 
yare asraya koreche dhanya ho’bara lagiya 
se munindra bhagurira yugala carana; 
pratyaha vandandé kori loiya sarana 


"I daily praise and take shelter of the lotus feet of Bhaguri, 
the king of Munis, the greatest priest of Vraja, who blesses Si 
Nanda-Nandana by reciting mantras on His limbs, desiring in 
his heart: “May Govinda be in peace!’; who smells His head with 
great affection and of whom the embodied Vedic scriptures 
take shelter to have themselves blessed." 
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VERSE 21: 


krsnasyoccaih pranaya-vasatih sampravinah sakhinath 
syamangas tat-sama-gunam vayo-vesa-saundarya-darpah | 
snehad andhah ksanam akalanaj jayate yo’vadhitah 
sridamanam hari-sahacararh sarvada tarh prapadye 


krsnasya - Krsna’s; uccaih - greatest; pranaya - love; vasatih - 
abode; saripravinah - highly expert; sakhinam - of all the boyfriends; 
syama - blackish; angah - body; tat - Krsna’s; sama - same; guna - 
attributes; vayah - age; vesa - dress; saundarya - beauty; darpah - 
pride; snehat - out of affection; bandhoh - of the friend; ksanam - for 
a moment; akalanat - because of not seeing; jayate - becomes; yah - 
who; avadhiitah - unsteady; sridaimanam - unto Sridama:; hari 
sahacaram - Hari’s friend; sarvada - always; tari - of Him; prapadye 
- I take shelter. 


I always take shelter of the feet of Hari’s best friend 
Sridama, who is the greatest object of Krgna’s love; who 
is the most expert of His friends; who is of blackish 
complexion; who is very proud of having the same 
qualities, age, dress and beauty as Sri Krsna and who 
becomes very unsteady when he is separated from His 
friend for even a moment. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: With the support of the Vedic 
scriptures, the Gosvamis have preached the most intimate 
spiritual truth to the world that in Him, Who always sports in 
evergreen pastimes in Vrndavana as the topmost embodiment 
of rasa, immersed in relishing the flavours of love with His 
companions, the summit of rasa is present. 

By hearing and chanting about the various wonderful and 
sweet exchanges of love between  rasa-ghana-vigraha 
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Syamasundara (the embodiment of condensed _ spiritual 
flavours) and His companions in Vraja, this self-manifest 
transcendental rasa also becomes infused within the practising 
devotees. This is the teaching of the Gosvamis, that becomes 
accomplished by hearing and chanting this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava. 
In this verse Sri Raghunatha diisa describes the great love of 
Krsna’s best friend Sridama. 


vayas tulyah priya-sakhah sakhyam kevalam asritah; 
Sridama ca sudama ca dama ca vasudamakah 
kinkint stoka-krsnamsu bhadrasena vilasinah; 
pundarika vitankaksa kalavinkadayo’pyami 
ramayanti priyasakhah kelibhir vividhaih sada; 
niyuddha danda yuddhadi kautukair api kegavam 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.36-38) 


"Those who equal Krsna in age and have exclusive fraternal 
love for Him are called priya-sakhas. Sridama, Sudama, Dama, 
Vasudama, Kinkini, Stoka-krsna, Arhsu, Bhadrasena, Vilasi, 
Pundarika, Vitanka and Kalavinka are amongst those priya- 
sakhas who constantly delight Sri Krsna with games like arm- 
wrestling and stick-fighting." 

esu priya vayasyesu Sridama pravaro matah (ibid. 40) "The 
greatest of these priya sakhds is Sridama." 

About Sridama’s form Srila Ripa Gosvami has written: 


vasah pingam vibhratam sriga-panim 
baddha spardham sauhrdan madhavena 
tamrosnisam syama dhamabhiramam 
Sridamanam dama-bhajam bhajami 


(ibid. 41) 
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"I worship Sridama, who wears a pinga (a mixture of blue and 
yellow) dress; who holds a bugle-horn in his hand; who wears a 
copper-coloured turban; whose complexion is blackish and very 
enchanting; who wears a garland of forest flowers around the 
neck and who lovingly exchanges challenges with Madhava." 
His friendship is also most extraordinary. 


tvam nah projjhva kathora yamuna tate kasmad akasmad gato 
distya drstim ito’si hanta nividaslesaih sakhin pranaya 
briimah satyam adarsane tava manak ka dhenavah ke vayan 
kim gostham kim abhistam ityaciratah sarvam viparyasyati 


(ibid. 42) 


"O cruel One! Why did You abandon us so suddenly on the 
bank of the Yamuna? Fortunately we found You now again! 
Aho! Satisfy Your friends with a firm embrace! O Krsna! I tell 
You the truth: out of separation from You, the cows, we 
ourselves, the gostha and indeed all desirable objects become 
unattractive within a moment!" 

Therefore it is said in the verse: snehdd bandhoh ksanam 
akalandj jayate yo’vadhiitah 

"Out of love he feels very unsteady when he does not see his 
friend (Krsna) for even a moment." 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has described such great 
affection and exclusive dedication of Vraja’s friends for Krsna - 
ksanddarsanato dinah sada saha viharinah; tad eka jivitah 
prokta vayasyd vraja-vasinah. “The friends in Vraja are always 
enjoying with Him and they are extremely upset when they are 
separated from Him for even a moment, for Krsna is their very 


life.” 
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krsnasyoccaih pranaya-vasatih "Sridama is the greatest 
object of Sri Krsna’s love." 

The advanced stage of prema called visrambha turns into 
pranaya — “visrambhah priyajanena saha_ sasyabheda 
mananam”: 

“visrambha means that the lover feels as if he is non-different 
from the beloved.” This means that the limbs like the hands and 
the feet of the beloved are felt as non-different from one’s own 
hands and feet. 

pranaya is the birthplace of sakhya rasa and Sridama is the 
leader of the priya-sakhds, so he also holds the chief post in 
pranaya. Thus it is said: tat sama guna vayo vesa saundarya 
darpah " 

He is proud of having the same qualities, dress, age and 
beauty as Krsna. 

Actually those who are equal to Sixt Hari in form, qualities 
and dress do not have any feeling of hesitation and reverence 
like the servants and because they have deep faith they are 
glorified as vayasya (friends)." 

riipa vesa gunddyais tu samah samyag ayantritah; visrambha 
sambhrtatmano vayasyds tasya kirtitah (B.R.S: 3.3.8) 

"Although this is said about all the friends of Krsna there is a 
special part about Sridama: the different servants know this. 
Thus Krsna’s friends told Him when He lifted Govardhana Hill 


unnidrasya yayus tavatra viratim sapta ksapas tisthato 
hanta santa ivasi niksipa sakhe sridama panau girim 
adhi vidhyati nas tvam arpaya kare kim va ksanam daksine 
dosnas te karavama kamam adhund savyasya samvadhanam 


(ibid - 18) 
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"O friend! You have spent seven nights standing here without 
sleeping; aho! You must be tired now, so hand the mount over 
to Sridama. We feel distressed when we see You suffering like 
this. Otherwise, just hold the mount with Your right hand for a 
while and we will nicely massage Your left arm." 

The purport of the sakhds’ suggestion that Sri Krsna should 
now hand Giriraja over to Sridama is, that of all the sakhas 
Sridama is equal to Sri Krsna. 

In the sloka, the pride of Sridama is mentioned: this is a 
sancari-bhava (transitory ecstasy) of fraternal love. That which 
moves the course of ecstatic love is called a saficart-bhava. 
Utsaha-rati (enthusiasm) is infused in the mood of friendship 
and in games like wrestling, the friends make Sri Krsna happy, 
who is dearer to them than millions of lives. 


kadlindt tata bhuvi patra srniga vamsi 
nikkvanair iha mukhari-krtambarayam 
visphurfjann aghadamanena yoddhu-kamah 
Sridama parikaram udbhatam babandha 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.5.59) 


"On the bank of the Yamuna, the sky was filled with sounds 
of leaves, horns and flutes as Sridama showed his pride by 
tightly tying his scarf around his waist and preparing to fight Sri 
Krsna." 

How this pride nourishes dual fights like wrestling can be 
best known from the book named Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta: 


are kin sridaman vadasi mama dor-argala balat 


tatt lothi-ghatta praghatana nipistakhila tano 
viramydjer namno’pyapasara madadambabalava 
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sphutat karno’bhyarnad yadi sapadi sani vatichasi bhrsam 
jayasrth sridamni prathita mahasam dhamni sahasa vyarajid 
rajisyaty avakalaya rajaty api sada 
tavaivamsah sakst bhavati tad api tvari bhajasi kirk mukhatopi kopi 
sva mahima vilopi capalatam 

bakim matrair vipra nidhanam anayat yah punar aghas 

tad antaras tvam sarve vayam api na kin hanta yayima 
bakah kair va ganyo girir api tad estah svayam aho 
viyaty asthadastaujasi bhavati garvah katham abhit 
sa ittham tat pranarbuda niyuta nirmaicha kiranau 

ranotsaham sahankrti bhanita piyiisa prsataih 
samam mitrair dvi trair upasarid amandam vipulayana 
ksanam ninye mirta pranayasya eva pranayibhih 


(Krsna Bhavanamrta 16,5-8) 


(While playing ball, Sridama spoke proudly to Krsna, so 
Krsna told him:) "A-re Sridaman! What are you saying? Don’t 
you remember that the stories of my glories bust open your ears 
and that I almost crushed your whole body with My bolt-like 
arms, wielding a rod? If you desire your own welfare, then you 
should get out right after hearing the word ‘armfight’!" 

Sridama said: "Sridama, who is famous as the abode of 
power, has been victorious, is victorious and will remain 
victorious. This can be seen on Your shoulders (Sridama sat 
there after defeating Krsna in a game, see Srimad Bhagavata 
10.18.24), but You still diminish Your own glories by showing 
Your restlessness with Your angry and proud face? You're so 
proud of killing all these demons but for no reason, because the 
brahmanas killed Piitana with their mantras. And by the way, 
did You enter Aghasura’s belly alone or what? Who will even 
count Bakasura? And if You say: ‘I lifted Govardhana Hill’, then 
I'll say it went up in the air by itself, being pleased with our 
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Govardhana pijd (You only had to stand under it, touching the 
bottom with Your hand)! Why are You so proud?" 

"O sakhis", Candana-kala said, "in this way Krsna became 
very enthusiastic to fight with His friends, who worshipped His 
splendid rays with millions of hearts by sprinkling Him with the 
nectardrops of their proud words. Being love personified, He 
spent some time with two or three of these friends on the bank 
of the Yamuna." 

Sri Raghunatha said: "I take shelter at the lotus feet of this 
dear friend of Sri Krsna, named Sridamal!" 


Sri krsnera atisaya priya-patra yini 
vayasya-gana madhye ydare supravina gani 
saundarya, guna vesa vayasa samana; 
sarvada Gnande yei kore abhimana 
ksanakala sri govinda ho'le adarsana; 
snehete adhika yini vyakulita hon 
Sri govinda priya-sakha sridama nama yara; 
sarvada tahare pai akanksa amara 


"I pray that I may always attain Sri Govinda’s dear friend 
named Sridama, who is the object of Sri Krsna’s great love; who 
is counted as the leader of all of Krsna’s friends; who is always 
blissfully proud of the fact that he is equal to Krsna in beauty, 
qualities, dressing and age and who is very much agitated by the 
pangs of loving unsteadiness when he does not see Sri Govinda 
for even a moment." 
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VERSE 22: 


gadhanuraga-bhavato virahasya bhitya 
svapne’pi gokula-vidhor na jahati hastam | 
yo radhika-pranaya-nirjhara-sikta-ceta- 
starh prema-vihvala-tanum subalarn namami 


gadha - deep; anuraga - passionate love; bharatah - filled with; 
virahasya - of separation; bhityd - with fear; svapne - in dreams; api - 
even; gokula vidhoh - of the moon of Gokula; na - not; jahati - leaving; 
hastam - hands; yah - who; radhika pranaya - Radhika’s love; nirjhara 
- stream; sikta - sprinkled; cetah - consciousness; tam - him; prema - 
love; vihvala - overwhelmed; tanum - body; subalam - Subala; namami 
- Loffer my obeisances. 


I offer my obeisances unto Subala, the embodiment of 
overwhelming love, who loves Krsna, the moon of 
Gokula, so much that even in his dreams he won’t let go 
of His hand, afraid he will be separated from Him, and 
whose heart is showered by the stream of Sri Radhika’s 
love. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Krsna’s priya-narma-sakhd Sri Subala. The 
priya narma sakhdas are Krsna’s greatest friends in Vraja, and of 
them Subala is the chief. 


priya narma vayasyds tu ptirvato’pyabhito varah; 
atyantika rahasyesu yukta bhava visesinah; 


subalarjuna gandharvas te vasantojjvaladayah. 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.43) 
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"The priya narma sakhds are greater even than the suhrt- 
sakhds and priya-sakhds, because they have a special mood 
towards Krsna (an absorption of sakhi-bhdva) and are engaged 
in very intimate services (like secretly assisting Krsna’s 
sweethearts). Subala, Arjuna, Gandharva, Vasanta, Ujjvala and 
Madhumangala are some of Krsna’s priya-narma-friends." 

Their intimate friendship is depicted as follows: 


radha-sandesga-vrndam kathayati subalah pasya krsnasya karne 
syama kandarpa-lekham nibhrtam upaharatyujjvalah pani-padme 
pali tambilam asye vitarati caturah kokilo miirdhni-dhatte 
tara-dameti narma pranayi sahacaras tanvi tanvanti sevam 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.44) 


"One of Krsna’s ditis (girl-messenger) told another one: 
‘Look, Subala is whispering news about Radha into Krsna’s ear. 
Ujjvala places Syama’s love-letter into His lotushand in a secret 
place. Catura places a pdn in His mouth from Pali and Kokila 
places a garland made by Tara on His head. In this way the 
priya-narma-sakhds remain engaged in Sri Krsna’s service!" 

priya narma vayasyesu prabalau subalojjvalau (ibid.- 45) 
"Subala and Ujjvala are the greatest of the priya-narma- 
sakhas." 

Subala’s beauty is extraordinary - 


tanu ruci vijita hiranyam hari-dayitam harinam harid vasanam 
subalar kuvalaya-nayanam nayanandita bandhavam vande 


(ibid 46) 
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"I praise Hari’s dear friend Subala, whose bodily luster 
defeats gold; who wears a necklace and a green dhoti; whose 
eyes resemble blue lotus flowers and who delights his friends!" 


"_..he who loves Krsna, the moon of 


Sri Raghunatha says: 
Gokula, so much that even in his dreams he won't let go of His 
hand, afraid he will be separated from Him." A great lover 
cannot tolerate separation from the beloved. 

In sakhya-bhava, the separation from the beloved is 
naturally felt very strongly. For a santa-bhakta, there is neither 
meeting nor separation. They know that the Lord, Who is the 
Supreme Brahman, pervades the world warp and woof. 
Therefore their hearts are peaceful and still like the quiet 
ocean. The ocean of their hearts is not stirred by waves of 
meeting and separation. They are always satisfied by seeing the 
Lord in their hearts. The ddsa-bhaktas (servant-devotees) 
however cannot be satisfied simply by seeing the Lord within 
the heart. They are anxious to attain the service of His lotus 
feet. Therefore they experience meeting and separation. 

Still, under the influence of hesitation and reverence, they 
think that they cannot remove these feelings of separation by 
themselves without the grace of the Lord and so they look 
towards the Lord for His merciful glance and get back some 
peace of mind. 

But the Lord’s friends in Vraja almost die of misery and 
lamentation when they don’t see Him even for a moment. Of 
them again Subala is called gadhdanuragi, which means that not 
only in the daytime, when he is awake, he is afraid to be 
separated from Krsna, but even in his dreams he does not let 
go of His hand! 

Sri Krsna is called Gokula-vidhu or the moon of Gokula, 
because like the moon, he cools off the senses (go-kula) of Sri 
Subala, who is afflicted by feelings of separation from Him. 
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When Sti Krsna sports with Sri Radha and other sweethearts, 
the lila-sakti arranges for Him to be separated from His 
cowherd boyfriends for a while. But the priya-narma-sakhds 
like Subala, who have taken shelter of sakhi-bhava, are not even 
separated from Sri Krsna when He unites with His sweethearts. 

Therefore S1i Raghunatha says: yo radhika pranaya nirjhara 
sikta cetah "Subala is always showered by the stream of Sri 
Radhika’s love." 

Sri Radharani loves Subala even more than Her own life-airs, 
because he is Her greatest assistant in meeting Sri Krsna. Sri 
Subala, who takes shelter of sakhi-bhava in the ultimate stage, 
is blessed with the qualification to render many intimate 
services during Sri Radha-Krsna’s pastimes of meeting, by 
Srimati’s grace. 


pratyavartayati prasadya lalanam krida kali-prasthitam 
Sayyam kutija-grhe karotyaghabhidah kandarpa-lilocitam 
svinnan vijayati priya hrdi parisrastangam uccair amum 
kva Sriman adhikaritam nah subalah seva vidhau vindati 


(Ujjvala Nilamani 2.14) 


Sri Ripa Maijijari addressed a girlfriend who was very 
devoted to Subala, saying: "Sakhi! For which services to Sit 
Krsna is Sriman Subala not eligible? When a quarrel arises 
between Sri Krsna and His beloveds in the course of their 
pastimes, Subala goes to Krsna’s sweethearts and pacifies them 
with different humble words, thus convincing them to return to 
Him. He makes a wonderful playbed fit for erotic pastimes for 
Sri Krsna in the kufja-cottages and when Krsna becomes tired 
of love making and falls on His beloved’s (Sri Radha’s) breasts 
being exhausted, Subala picks up a fan and fans Them." 
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Another explanation we have already mentioned: the word 
pranaya means that the beloved considers his own hands and 
feet to be non-different from the hands and feet of the beloved. 
The lila-sakti works so wonderfully that there is an amazing 
similarity between Subala’s face, hands and feet and the same 
limbs of Sri Radharani, so that Subala can wear Radha’s dress 
and stay in Jatila’s house, while Sri Radha can go out to meet 
Sri Krsna dressed like Subala without Jatila or Kutila noticing 
anything.!7 

Because Subala renders such wonderful services by which he 
saves virahint Radha’s life, Sri Radha constantly showers him 
with the stream of Her love. Sri Raghunatha offers his 
obeisances to this Sri Subala, who is called prema-vihwala-tanu, 
the embodiment of ecstatic loving devotional service. 


gadha anurage yei viraha bhayete; 
svapne-o govinda hasta na pare chadite 
Sri radhara aphuranta pranaya nirjhare; 
citta abhisikta yara suddha kalevara 
krsna prestha se subala sakhaya namaskara 


"I offer my obeisances unto Krsna’s dear friend Subala, who, 
out of great loving fear cannot let go of Govinda’s hand even in 
dreams; whose heart is constantly showered by the endless 
stream of S17 Radha’s love and whose pure transcendental body 
is filled with prema." 


17 This pastime is narrated in detail by padakarta Dinabandhu dasa. 
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VERSE 23: 


krtvaikatra gavam kulani paritah krsnena saérdharh muda 
hastahasti vinoda-narma-kathanaih khelanti mitrotkarah | 
premambhodhi-vidhauta-gaurava-maha-pankas tad-ankarcita- 
stat-padarpita-citta-jivita-kala ye tan prapadyamahe 


krtva - having done; ekatra - together; gavam - cows; kulani - the 
herd; paritah - everywhere; krsnena sarddham - with Krsna; muda - 
happily; hastahasti - hand in hand; vinoda - pleasure; narma - joking; 
kathanaih - with words; khelanti - they play; mitra - friend; utkarah - 
with a multitude; prema - love; ambhodhi - ocean; vidhauta - washing; 
gaurava - pride or honour; maha - great; panka - mud; tad - His; aka 
- signs like the reed, flute, horn etc.; arcitah - beautified; tat - His; 
pada - feet; arpita - offered; citta - heart; jivita - lives; kala - wealth; 
ye - who; tan - they; prapadyamahe - I take shelter. 


I take shelter of Sri Krsna’s friends who gather the 
cows scattered here and there; who play and joke with 
Krsna hand in hand; who have washed off the great mud 
of awe and reverence with the water from the ocean of 
their pure fraternal love; who are decorated with all the 
apparel of cowherd boys, like flutes, horns and reeds and 
who have offered their lives, hearts and wealth to Sri 
Krsna’s lotus feet. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa 
Gosvami praises all of Sri Krgna’s friends who have taken 
shelter of Vraja’s pure fraternal love and with whom He 
accomplishes His sweet and wonderful gostha-vihdra 
(pasturing-pastimes), immersed in laughter and joking: 

nija sama sakha sange godhana carana range; vrndavane 
svacchanda vihara (C.C.) "He plays on an equal level with His 
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friends, tending the cows and enjoying freely in Vrndavana." 
With their wonderfully sweet love they delight Sri Krsna. 


kecidesu sthira jatya mantrivat tam upasate; 
tam hasayanti capalah kecid vaihasikopamah 
kecid Grjava sarena saralah silayanti tam; 
vama vakrima cakrena kecid vismayayanty amum 
kecit pragalbhah kurvanti vitandam amundsamam; 
saumyah sunrtaya vaca dhanya dhinvanti tan pare 
evam vividhayd sarve prakrtya madhura ami; 
pavitra maitri vaicitrt carutam upacinvate 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.3.53-56) 


"Some friends are naturally steady and they give wise council 
to Sri Krsna. Some are very naughty and light hearted and laugh 
while making Krsna laugh. Some are very innocent and delight 
Krsna with their sincere behaviour. Some astonish Him with 
their crooked nature. Some boldly challenge Him in a debate 
and some gentle and blessed friends give Him love with their 
sweet words. In this way, all these friends expertly serve Krsna 
with their different sweet natures, born from their pure 
fraternal love." 

In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises the cowherd boyfriends 
and describes their sweet activities, remembering the time 
when Sri Krsna takes His herd of cows back home in the 
afternoon (uttara-gostha). 

The cowherd boys leave the cows to graze in Sri Vrndavana’s 
extensive pasturing fields and all become absorbed in playing 
with Sri Krsna. Then the time for Uttara-gostha approaches 
and by addressing Sridama, Sri Krsna tells His friends: 
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pala jada koro sridama, sana deo singaya 
saghane visama khai, nama kore may 
Gi mathe amadera vilamba dekhiya 
heno bujhi kande maya patha pane caiya 
beli avasana hoilo colo yai ghare 
maye na dekhiya prana kemon jani kore 
balarama dasa kohe suni kandira bola 
sakala rakhala majhe pade utarola 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"QO Sridama! Collect the herd by blowing your horn! My 
mother was repeatingly calling Me in great anxiety. 

I understand that My mother is weeping and looking out for 
Me over the forest path seeing that we are returning late from 
the meadows! Time is up! Come on, let’s go home! How can I 
remain alive without seeing My mother?" 

Balarama dasa says: "Hearing Kanai’s words all the cowherd 
boys made a great tumult." 

Hearing Sri Krsna’s words, the cowherd boys collected the 
cows that were wandering here and there in the woods. 
Breathing deeply in and out because of the hard work, these 
friends play all kinds of delightful games like holding hands with 
Krsna or they show great ecstasy while massaging His hands 
and head on the way home. Meanwhile they are taking their 
cows along, playing and making many funny jokes. 

When Krsna returns home from the meadows, the greatest 
gods like Brahma and Siva daily appear before Him, offering all 
kinds of reverential prayers and praises unto Him. Then they 
return to their own abodes. 

While the gods offer these praises to Krsna, the cowherd 
boys stand by and listen. When the gods have left, they come 
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before Krsna and imitate their gestures and words, joking about 
them and making thus Krsna laugh. These friends who have 
taken shelter of the feelings of pure fraternal love think to 
themselves: 

"How well do these gods know our friend? When they see Sri 
Krsna killing a demon or so, they mistakenly think Him to be 
the Supreme Lord and praise Him as such. But only we know 
the secrets about Him. As a result of Vrajaraja Sri Nanda’s 
worship of Lord Narayana, our friend Sri Krsna has been 
empowered by Lord Narayana so that He was able to kill all 
those demons. Because the gods are not aware of this secret 
they call our friend Isvara (God)! If our friend was really God, 
then why would He snatch food already eaten by us (ucchista) 
from our hands? And how could He be defeated by us in 
play?"* Those friends who have taken shelter of pure fraternal 
love thus make Krsna laugh with their joking imitations of the 
gods’ prayers. 

Sri Raghunatha says: premambhodhi vidhauta gaurava maha 
pankah "The great mud of their awe and reverence has been 
washed off by an ocean of pure fraternal love." 

They have given their wealth, minds, hearts and everything 
to Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. What to speak of wakefulness, even in 
their dreams they do not know anything else but Sri Krsna. 
When He lies on His mother’s lap at night they call out “Kanai! 
Kanai!’ and He wakes up with a startle. 

Sri Raghunatha desires the shelter of the lotus feet of these 
friends of Sri Krsna who are so sweetly decorated with clothes 
and ornaments like horns and reeds for their duty of herding 
the cows. 


18 This pastime is described in chapter 19 of Sri Govinda Lilamrta. 
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viksipta gabhigane ekatra koriya; 
govindera sange yara anande matiya 
hastahasti kori yara govinda sahite; 
hasya parihase khele kautuka vakyete 
krsnera parama mitra khyati sarva kale; 
abhimana mahapanka premambhodhi jale 
praksdlana koriyache yadera suddha mana; 
gocarana vesa yadera angera bhiisana 
yara nija manda, prand, saravasa dhana; 
Sri govinda pada padme koreche arpana 
sei krsna sahacare §rt vrndavane; 
bhajana koribo ami ara koto dine 


"How many days still before I can worship Sri Krsna’s friends 
in Vrndavana who collect their scattered cows; who are mad of 
ecstasy to be in Govinda’s association: who hold hands with 
Him; who joke and play with Him, speaking funny words; who 
are always famous as Krsna’s greatest friends; whose pure 
minds have washed the great mud of awe and reverence off 
with water from the ocean of pure love; who are dressed and 
ornamented like cowherd boys and who have offered their 
minds, life-airs and wealth to the lotus feet of Sri Govinda?" 


VERSE 24: 


miurto hasya-rasah sadaiva sumanah kamar bubhuksaturah 
prana-prestha-vayasyayor anudinam vag-deha-bhangy-utkaraih | 
hasyarn yo madhumangalah prakatayan sambhrajate kautuki 
tam vrndavana-candra-narma-sacivam prityasu vandamahe 
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mirtah - embodiment; hasya-rasah - of the mellow of laughter; 
sada - always; eva - only; sumandah - blissful mind; kamam - desire; 
vubhuksa - desiring to eat; aturah - overwhelmed; prana - life-airs; 
prestha - dear; vayasyayoh - of the two friends; anudinam - every day; 
vak - words; deha - body; bhangi - gesture; utkaraih - with a 
multitude; hasyam - laughter; yah - who; madhumangalah - 
Madhumaneala; prakatayan - reveals; sambhrajate - shines; kautukt - 
funny; tam - him; urndavana candra - Krsna, the moon of Vrndavana; 
narma - intimate, or joking; sacivam - friend; pritya - with love; dsu - 
swiftly; vandamahe - we praise. 


We lovingly praise Madhumangala, the funniest friend 
of Vrndavana-Candra (Krsna), who is the embodiment of 
the mellow of laughter; who is always happy; who is 
always very hungry and who always immerses his dear 
most friends Sri Ridha-Krsna in the mellow of laughter 
with his funny words and the many funny movements of 


his body. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Madhumangala, Sri Krsna’s dear friend and hasya 
rasika (connoisseur in joking). 

In relation to him the following is written in Sri Radha- 
Krsna-GanoddeSsa- Dipika (2.63-65): 


isac chyamala varno’pi sri madhumaigalo bhavet 
vasanam gaura varnadhyan vanamala virajitah 
pita sandipanir devo mata ca sumukhi sati 
nandimukhi ca bhagini paurnamasi pitamahi 
vidiisakah krsna-sakhah sri madhumaigalah sada 


"Sri Madhumangala who always serves as Sri Krsna’s 
clownish friend has a slightly blackish complexion. He wears a 
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golden dress and around his neck he has a garland of forest 
flowers. His father is the brahmana Sandipani Muni and his 
mother is the chaste Sumukhi. His sister is named Nandimukhi 
and his grandmother is Paurnamasi." 

vikrtaiga-vaco-vesair hdsyakari vidiisakah "As a real clown, 
he deranges his body, words and dress and thus makes everyone 


laugh." 


kusuma vasantadyabhidhah karma vapur vesa-bhasadair 
hasyakarah kalaha ratir vidiisakah syat svakarmajfiah 


(Sahitya Darpana) 


"A clown is usually named after a flower or a season like the 
spring. He can create the hdsya-rasa with his activities, body 
(gestures), clothes, ornaments and words and he is always fond 
of quarrelling. A friend with such qualities is called a vidtisaka 
or clown (he is very fond of eating also)." 

In Vraja the greatest shelter for hdsya-rasa is 
Madhumangala. He is like the embodiment of laughter. In 
other words, even when Madhumangala is not present, his 
mere remembrance causes Sri Krsna to relish the sweet hasya- 
rasa when He talks about him with His friends or with Sri 
Radha and the Vraja-sundaris. And when he is present, his 
natural way of dressing and ornamenting, the movements of his 
limbs, his choice of words or his changing of his voice are the 
greatest incitements for laughter. What to speak then of when 
he really starts his funny gestures and words! 

We have said that all of Sri Krsna’s friends are naturally 
endowed with sweet natures and that they naturally delight 
Him with their various feelings and activities. hdsya is a 
secondary bhakti-rasa and it is relishable as one of the shelters 
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of the five rasas, like santa-rasa, thereby attaining the status of 
sancari-bhava (transitory ecstasy): 


santa dasya sakhya vatsalya madhura rasa nama; 
krsna bhakti rasa madhye e patica pradhana 
hasyadbhuta bira karuna raudra vibhatsa bhaya; 
patica vidha bhakte gauna sapta rasa hoy 
patica rasa sthayi vyapi rohe bhakta mane; 
sapta gauna agantuka pdiye karane 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Ch.19) 


“There are five basic flavours in Krsna-devotion: tranquility, 
servitude, friendship, parental love and sweet (amorous) love. 
There are seven secondary flavours in each of the main five: 
laughter, wonder, chivalry, pity, anger, disgust and fear. (One 
of) These five main flavours dwells in the devotees’ mind, while 
the seven secondary flavours are coming as ‘visitors’ “. 

When the heart is blooming due to some perversion of the 
words, dress or activities, then this is called laughter. This 
causes a widening of the eyes and a tremor in the nose, lips and 
cheeks. hdsa-rati is a kind of bliss originating from activities 
related to Krsna and that is blessed (nourished) by rati, which 
has itself a nature of contraction (hesitation). 


ceto vikdso hasah syad vag vesehadi vaikrtat 
sa drg vikasa nasaustha kapola spandanadi krt 
krsna sambandhi cestotthah svayam sankucad atmana 
ratyanugrhyamano’yam haso hasa ratir bhavet 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.5.52 and 53) 
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Hasya-rasika Batu Madhumangala is always happy and he is 
always very hungry for nice food. In books like Govinda- 
Lilamrta and Krsna-Bhavanamrta, one can find descriptions of 
how bhojana-lampata (the greedy eater) Madhumangala makes 
Sri Krsna-Baladeva, Sri Radharani and Her sakhis and mothers 
like Yasoda and Rohini relish a wonderful ha@sya-rasa when they 
are having breakfast in Nanda’s abode in the morning. 

Sri Madhumangala also immerses Sri Krsna-Baladeva during 
their morning gostha-pastimes and Sri Radha-Krsna and Their 
sakhis during Their midday-pastimes in the water of 
Radhakunda, during Their picknick, the game of dice and the 
Sirya Pija in a wonderful hdsya-rasa. 

Sripada Raghunatha said: "We lovingly praise the funniest 
friend of Sri Vrndavana-Candra, Sri Madhumangala." 


murtiman hasya rasa sada hrsta mana; 
bubhuksara paravasa yei jana 

vag deha bhangi dvara yei prati dina; 
orndavane pranadhika yugala navina 
hasya rase nimagana koriteche sada; 
kautuka lilara sahaya vrajete sarvada 
kautuka priya yei vrndavana candra; 

tanhara ananda data koriya prabandha 

madhura mangala nama ‘sri madhumaigala’; 
sabe dake ‘batu batw’ ativa sarala 
suddha sakhya bhave yei govinda sangete; 

sarvada vihare sada vandiye tanhake 


"We always praise the happy fellow who embodies the 
mellow of laughter; who is completely overwhelmed by greed 
for nice food; who always immerses the Adolescent Pair of 
Vrndavana, Who is dearer to him than life in the mellow of 
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laughter with his crazy words and gestures; who always assists 
Vrndavana-Candra (Krsna); who is so fond of having fun in all 
kinds of humorous games and thus always delights Him; who 
bears the sweet and auspicious name Sri Madhumangala, but 
whom everyone always simply calls ‘Batu!’ and who always 
sports with Govinda in pure fraternal love." 


VERSE 25: 


gidham tat-suvidagdhatarcita-sakhi-dvaronnayanti tayoh 
premna susthu vidagdhayor anudinar manabhisarotsavah | 
radha-madhavayoh sukhamrta-rasam yaivopabhunkte muhur 
gosthe bhavya-vidhayinim bhagavatirh tata paurnamasim bhaje 


giidham - secretly; tat - Their; suvidagdhata - cleverness; arcita - 
worshipped; sakhi - girlfriend; dvara - through; unnayanti - 
increasing; tayoh - of the two; premnd - with love; susthu - nicely; 
vidagdhayoh - of the two clever ones; anudinam - every day; mana - 
loving pique; abhisara - love-journey; utsavam - festival; radha- 
madhavayoh - of Radha and Madhava; sukha - bliss; amrta - nectar; 
rasam - flavour; ya - who; eva - only; upabhunkte - enjoys; muhuh - 
repeatedly; gosthe - in Vraja; bhavya - auspiciousness; vidhdyinim - 
unto the establisher; bhagavatim - the holy lady; tam - unto her; 
paurnamasim - Paurnamasi; bhaje - I worship. 


I worship the holy mother Paurnamiasi-devi, who 
always arrranges for Vraja’s welfare; who secretly makes 
Lalita and the most expert sakhis lovingly and nicely 
nourish Sri Radha-Krgna’s festivals like mana (pique) and 
abhisara (love-journey) and who always relishes the 
resultant nectarean blissful flavours. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the holy mother Sri Paurnamasi-devi, who 
is Si Krsna’s_ Yogamaya-potency, who is expert in 
accomplishing the impossible (aghatana ghatana patiyas?): 


paurnamasi bhagavati sarva siddhi vidhayini; 
kasaya vasand gauri kasa kest darayata 

manya vrajesvaradinam sarvesam vraja-vasinam; 

devarseh priya-sisyeyam upadesena tasya ya 
sandipanim sutam prestham hitvavanti purim api; 

svabhista daivata premna vyakula gokulan gata 
pita surata devas ca mata candrakala sati; 

prabalas tu patis tasya maha-vidya yasaskart 
bhratapi devaprasthas ca vraje siddha siromanih; 

nana sandhana kusala dvayoh saigama-karini 


(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,67-69 and 2,90-91) 


"The holy mother Paurnamasi brings about all perfections 
(she arranges all of Sri Krsna’s pastimes, because she is 
Yogamaya). Her dress is white, her complexion golden, her hair 
as white as a Kasa-flower and her body is slightly tall. 

She is respected by the king of Vraja and all other Vrajavasis. 
She is Devarsi Narada’s dear disciple and on his advice she left 
her son, the famous Sandipani Muni (the teacher of Sri Krsna- 
Baladeva) behind in her abode Avantipura to come and live in 
Gokula, overcome by feelings of love for her beloved Lord Siri 
Krsna. 

Her father is named Surata-deva and her mother is the 
chaste Candrakala. Her husband is named Prabala. She is very 
famous for her magic arts and her knowledge and she is known 
in Vraja-mandala as Siddha or Yogindrani. Her brother is 
named Devaprastha. She is expert in investigating in different 
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matters and she brings about all the intimate meetings of Sri- 
Sri Radha-Krsna." 

Vraja-dhama is like an enchanting garden full of different 
flowers of love. Each associate there is a love-flower filled with 
the honey of bhava, always intoxicating the heart of the Krsna- 
honeybee. 

In the scriptures it is seen that although the Lord is endless, 
before the devotee He becomes finite and although He is 
unlimited He becomes limited when He is held by the rope- 
like arms of His devotees. Although He has no (mundane) form 
He reveals His completely delicious form before the loving eyes 
of His devotees. 

There is no limit to the good fortune of the Vraja-associates! 
Here, according to human customs, the Vraja-associates have 
out of great love completely accepted the Original Personality 
of Godhead Sri Krsna in the mood of mora-putra, mora-sakha 
more-prana-pati ("He is my son, He is my friend, He is the 
lover of My heart"), thus covering the awareness of all of His 
divine prowess. 

The holy mother Paurnamasi Yogamaya brings all this 
about, for she is expert in accomplishing the impossible 
(aghatana ghatana patiyasi). 

In the Vraja-lal@ more than anywhere else, aghatana ghatana 
patiyast Yogamaya can enchant and stimulate the Lord. There 
can be no lila if there is no forgetfulness of svariipa, the divine 
status. Just as the conditioned soul plays his samsdara-lila, his 
game of material life, forgetting his real status (svariipa) under 
the influence of mayd, similarly the yoga-mdyd-potency, which 
is a part of the Lord’s svaripa-sakti (intrinsic energy) makes the 
Lord and his devotees forget their own divine status and lets 
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them engage in their most blissful eternal intrinsic 
transcendental pastimes. 

The holy mother Yogamaya Paurnamasi covers the Lord’s 
entire intrinsical prowess before His associates in Vraja so that 
they can mould Him as they like. This is her eternal welfare- 
work. Therefore she is called bhavya-vidhayini in the gostha. 

Although Bhagavati Paurnamasi is greatly assisting in all of 
Sri Krsna’s Vindavana-pastimes, she is renders most of her 
service within the intimate erotic pastimes of Sri Gopinatha and 
the Sri Gopikas. 


mo visaye gopiganera upapati bhave; 
yogamaya koribeka apana prabhave 
amiho na jani tahd - nd jane gopigana; 
donhara ripa gune donhara nitya hare mana 
dharma chadi rage doihe koraya milana; 


kabhu mile, kabhu na@ mile daivera ghatana 
(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi ch.4) 


“Through her own power Yogamaya makes the gopis 
consider Me their paramour. I do not realize this, nor do the 
gopis realize it. We always steal each others’ minds with our 
qualities and forms. Out of passion, she makes us give up 
religious principles and meet each other. Sometimes we meet 
and sometimes we don’t - it is up to providence (in the form of 
Yogamaya).“ 

Although intrinsically the Vraja-gopis belong to Sri Krsna’s 
internal transcendental svartipa-sakti-potency, they have such 
a passionate exchange of love with Him that it causes them to 
give up religious principles and forget what is proper and 
improper. 
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Plain (divine) passionate eagerness accomplishes their 
meeting. The Vraja-devis thus see Krsna as their paramour and 
this is the most relishable position for a lady love. Such a 
meeting is the highest state of sweet amorous love: 

parakiya bhdve ati rasera ulldsa (C.C.) "The highest joy of 
rasa is found in an extramarital affair." 

Such a relish and bliss cannot be found in a free meeting 
between a hero and heroine. Unless there are many obstacles 
in a meeting there will be no assistance of feelings of great 
eagerness and without a great eagerness to meet, the relish of 
the meeting will be dimmed. 

But how do Sri Krsna’s consorts who belong to His intrinsic 
potency become aware of this feeling of adultery and how does 
the eagerness and anxiety for meeting swell in Sri Krsna and 
the gopis, so that this meeting will be accomplished? The full 
burden of this responsibility lies with the holy mother 
Yogamaya Paurnamasi. 

It has been arranged that billions of gopis perform pastimes 
like the Rasa-dance with Sri Krsna just to nourish the bhava of 
Vrsabhanu-nandini Sri Radharani, Who is the crown jewel of 
Krsna’s lovers. 

bahu kanta vind nahe rasera ullasa (C.C.) "There can be no 
joy of rasa without the presence of many lady loves." 

Every day Paurnamasi-devi arranges for Sri-Sri_ Radha- 
Krsna’s pastimes such as mana (pique), abhisara (love-journey) 
or milana (meeting) through the agency of Lalita and her most 
clever sakhis and thus she most blissfully drowns in the rasa- 
ocean of Yugala-lilds. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship the lotus feet of this holy 
mother Paurnamasi-devi.". The devoted practitioners also 
thoroughly need to worship Yogamaya because she is the 
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presiding goddess of the samvid-anisa (consciousness-particle) 
of the Lord’s svariipa sakti (innate energy) called bhakti that 
spontaneously causes the devotees to experience and realize 
the truth about God within the heart. 

This yogamdayd-potency which reveals the practising 
devotee’s loving transcendental body through its dravya-vrtti 
(materialising faculty) and which establishes the practising 
devotee’s self-identification with either dasya, sakhya, vatsalya 
or mddhurya-rasa through its guna-vrtti (attributing faculty), 
which infuses the spiritual body in the womb of a gopi at the 
time when the practising devotee attains perfection and that 
blesses the practising devotee by bestowing direct devotional 
service in Vraja’s human-like pastimes on him/her, this potency 
is manifest in Vraja in the personal form of Sri Paurnamasi. 
Hence her mercy is indispensible for the practising devotee if 
he wishes to reach perfection. 


vaidagdhya catura sakhi lalitadi dvare; 
caturye korana yini mana abhisare 
navina §ri yugalera milana rasa range; 
upabhoga kore yei parama anande 
ei vraja-mandalera kalyana kamana; 
ei yara vrata, dhyana, ei to sadhana 
sei paurnamasira sri carana bhajibo; 
vraje radha-krsna seva tabe to paibo 


"I worship the lotus feet of Paurnamasi, who most blissfully 
makes the Navina Yugala enjoy Their rasika pastimes of 
meeting, mdna and abhisdra through the most clever sakhis like 
Lalita and whose only vow, meditation and practice is based on 
the desire for Vraja-Mandala’s welfare. In this way I will attain 
the service of Radha-Krsna in Vraja." 


~ 597 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


VERSE 26: 


kharva-smasrum udaram ujjvala-kulam gauram samanam sphurat- 
paficasattama-varsa-vandita-vayah-krantith pravinam vraje | 
gosthesasya sakhayam unnatatara-sridamato’pi priya- 
sri-radharh vrsabhanum udbhata-yaso-vratam sada tari bhaje 


kharva - small; smasrum - moustache; udaram - generous; ujjvala 
- brilliant; kulam - family; gawram - golden; samanami - respectable; 
sphurat - manifest; paficasattama - fifty; varsa - years; vandita - 
praised; vayah - age; krantim - attacked (by time for 50 years); 
pravinam - expert; vraje - in Vraja; gosthesasya - of the king of Vraja; 
sakhayam - friendship; unnatatara - more elevated; sridamatah - than 
Sridama:; api - even; priya - dear; §rt radham - S17 Radha: vrsabhanum 
- Vrsabhanu; udbhata - great; yaso-vrata - abundance of fame; sada - 
always; bhaje - I worship. 


I always worship the greatly famous king Vrsabhanu, 
who - has a small moustache, is very generous, comes 
from a brilliant dynasty, has a golden complexion, is 
greatly respected, is fifty years old, is very expert in 
Vraja; who is the greatest friend of Vraja’s king Nanda 
and who loves his daughter Sri Radha even more than his 
son Sridama. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his own 
aspirations Sripada Raghunatha is praising Maharaja 
Vrsabhanu in this verse. 

Maharaja Vrsabhanu is Sri Radha’s father who shines in all 
respects like the sun in the month of Jyestha (May-June, the 
sign of Taurus). 

vrsabhanu pita tasya vrsabhdnur ivojjvalah (Radha-Krsna 
Ganoddesa Dipika 2,168). Maharaja Vrsabhanu is a great 
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reservoir of parental love and Sri Krgna’s dearmost beloved Sri 
Radharani, Who is the Original Laksmi, has advented as his 
daughter. Without getting some insight into the glories of Sri 
Radha one cannot understand the glories of Vrsabhanu-raja. 


radhika hoyena krsnera pranaya vikara; 
svariipa Sakti ‘hladin? nama yahara 
hladini koraya krsne anandasvadana; 
hladini dvaraya kore bhaktera posana 
hladinira sara - ‘prema’, 
prema-sara - ‘bhava’; 
bhavera paramakastha - nama mahabhava 
mahabhava svariipa - sri radha thakurani; 
sarva guna khani krsna kanta siromani 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Radhika is a transformation of Krsna’s love, namely His 
intrinsic energy named “Hladinr’. Hladini causes Krsna to relish 
transcendental bliss and nourishes the devotees. The essence 
of Hladini is prema (love of God) and the essence of prema is 
bhava. The summit of bhava is called mahabhava and the 
embodiment of mahabhava is Sri Radharani. She is the crown 
jewel of Krsna’s lovers and a mine full of attributes." 

Just as the aggregate of form, flavour, scent, touch and sound 
is manifest in the Original Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, 
similarly if no fully blown mahabhdava-eyes, tongue, nose, skin 
and ears are revealed, these complete and absolute sense- 
objects cannot be fully relished. And again: without a complete 
root-energy, no one is able to bear this full mahabhava. Is there 
any limit to the glories of the man who has Sri Radharani for a 
daughter, Who is relishing the full sweetness of Krsna, Who 
enters into all the innumerable devotees as a faculty to nourish 
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them by giving them prema, Who simultaneously makes Sri 
Krsna inwardly enjoy His own bliss as the Hladini-force and 
outwardly makes Him relish various pastimes in a personal 
form, Who is the very personification of Mahabhava, the 
essence of prema and Who is a mine of all qualities and the 
crown jewel of all of Krsna’s consorts? 

Sripada Raghunatha has said: "The dynasty of Vrsabhanu 
Raja is very splendid". 

Sri Nanda Maharaja’s dynasty is certainly also very bright, 
because the Original Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna has 
advented in it, but the dynasty of Vrsabhanu Maharaja is even 
more brilliant, because in his dynasty, prema Herself has 
advented. This is because even when one has attained the Lord 
one will remain deprived of relishing His sweetness without 
prema. Therefore the Lord Himself has established prema as 
being more important than He Himself. 

Who can describe the glories of Vrsabhanu’s dynasty, in 
which the Original Prema-Laksmi, the embodiment of 
complete love, Sri Radha Herself, has advented as a daughter? 

Sripada Raghunatha says: sridamo’pi priya sri radham "He 
loves his daughter Sri Radha even more than his son Sridama." 

Her glories are so great that even the Original Personality of 
Godhead cannot find their limits- yara sad guna ganera krsna 
nd pana para (C.C.) 

She has descended in his house in the form of a daughter and 
since Maharaja Vrsabhanu has not even the slightest feeling of 
awe and reverence he cuddles and rears Her just like his little 
daughter with purely sweet love. 

In the Patala-Khanda of the Padma-Purana it is written how 
Devarsi Narada saw Sri Radhi as a little girl: 

"When Sri Radha Who is overwhelmed by love for Sri Krsna 
descended, She decided not to look at the world before seeing 
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Sri Krsna, so She remained there with eyes closed. Then, one 
day, Devarsi Narada himself came to see Her and when he told 
Maharaja Vrsabhanu that he wanted to cure the little girl, 
Vrsabhanu told him: 


ekasti putrika deva devapatnyupama mama 
kaniyasi sigsor asya jadandha badhirakrtih 
utsahad buddhaye ydace tvam varan bhagavattama 
prasanna drsti-matrena susthiram kuru balikam 


(Padma Purana) 


"O Lord! I have a daughter who is equal to the 
demigoddesses and She is younger than this child (Sridama), 
but She is dumb, blind and deaf. O greatest of saints! I am very 
eager to cuddle and rear Her so I pray to you for this boon: 
Please cure this child with your satisfied glance!" 

After Narada entered the house and saw Sri Radha, he 
became overwhelmed by great feelings of love and began to 
offer her praises in both sweet and reverential manners: 


ahiiya bhanum provaca naradah sarva sobhanam 
evam svabhava baleyam na sadhya daivatair api 
kintu yad grham etasyah pada cihna vibhiisitam 
tatra narayano devah sarva-devaganaih saha 
laksmis ca vasate nityam sarvabhis caiva siddhibhih 
adyah enam vararoham sarva bhiisana bhisanam 
devim iva param gehe raksa yatnena sattama 


(Padma Purana) 
Sri Narada called Vrsabhanu and told him about his most 


beautiful little girl: "O King! This is the nature of this little girl! 
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Even the demigods are unable to cure Her! But in whatever 
house She places Her feet there Lord Sri Narayana, the 
goddess of fortune Laksmi and all mystic perfections reside! O 
great saint! Now you should keep this girl with Her nice hips 
Who is the ornament of ornaments carefully in your house like 
the supreme goddess!" 

Although Sri Narada thus spoke different reverential words 
about devi Sri Radha, it could not agitate the ocean of Maharaja 
Vrsabhanu’s parental love at all. Vrsabhanu just affectionately 
cuddled and reared Her like his little girl. 

Introducing this Vrsabhanu Raja to us, Srila Gosvamipada 
says: "I always worship the greatly famous king Vrsabhanu, who 
has a small moustache, is very generous, on the strenght of 
whose love Prema.Laksmi advented in his house as his daughter 
to bless the people of the world by giving them the treasure of 
prema, who has a golden complexion, is greatly respected, is 
fifty years old, is very expert in Vraja and who is the greatest 
friend of Vraja’s king Nanda." 


kharva smasru udara carita sad vanisa jata; 
gaura varna sambhranta yara boyos paticasata 
vraja madhye hon yini ativa pravina; 
ri nandera parama sahaya khyatite kulina 
Sridama hoyena priya yara jyestha-santana; 
(tathapi) kanistha srt radha prati ati snehavan 
samunnata kirti yara vrsabhanu nama; 
sarvada tahare bhaji pirna hobe kama 


"I always worship the greatly famous Maharaja Vrsabhanu, 
who has a small moustache, is very generous, who hails from a 
good dynasty, has a golden complexion, is greatly respected, 
who is fifty years old and very expert in Vraja, who is known as 
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the greatest friend of S17 Nanda of noble birth and who loves 
his younger daughter Sri Radha even more than his eldest son 
Sridama. In this way my (devotional) desires will be fulfilled." 


VERSE 27: 


anudinam iha matra radhika-bhavya-vartah 
kalayitum atiyatnat presyate dhatrikayah 
duhitr-yugalam uccaih prema-pira-prapaficair 
vikala-mati yayasau kirtida savatan nah 


anudinam - every day; iha - in Vraja; matra - by the mother; 
radhika - Radhika; bhavya - welfare; vartd - news; kalayitum - 
for seeing; ati - greatly; yatndt - endeavouring; presyate - 
sending; dhatrikayah - of the nurse; duhitr - daughter; yugalam 
- pair; uccaih - greatly; prema - love; piira - filled; praparicaih - 
by the creations; vikala - agitated; mati - discriminating 
intelligence; yayd - by her; asau - she; kirtida - Kirtida; sa - she; 
avatad - protect; nah - us. 


May mother Kirtida who anxiously, carefully and 
lovingly sends two daughters of her nurses daily to Sri 
Radhika’s abode in Vraja to inquire about Her welfare 
protect us. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sripada Raghunatha praises Sri 
Radha’s mother Kirtida and takes shelter at her feet. 

Kirtida is verily a bestower of fame (kirti=fame and 
da=bestower). 
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On the bank of the Godavari-river, Sriman Mahaprabhu 
asked Srila Ramananda Raya: 

kirti-gana madhye jivera kon bodo kirti? 

"What is the greatest fame for a living being?", to which 
Rama Raya replied: 

krsna prema bhakta boli yara hoy khyati (C.C.) 

"He who is known as a devotee and who loves Krsna (is the 
most famous)." 

In the whole world the lovers of Krsna are verily the most 
famous. Mother Kirtida has bound the presiding goddess of 
love or Prema-Laksmi, Sri Radharani, in the net of her 
motherly love as her daughter and thus has given all the 
sddhakas of the world the lucky opportunity to attain prema. 
In this way she has verily become the bestower of fame (kirtida) 
to the world. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "When Sri Radha stays in her in-laws’ 
abode at Yavata, mother Kirtida, agitated by feelings of 
motherly love, daily sends there two daughters of her nurses to 
inquire about Her welfare. 

One name Sri Raghunatha mentions in the praise of Si 
Radhika’s 108 names is ‘mdtr sneha piyiisa putrikd@: Sri 
Radharani is the embodiment of mother Kirtida’s nectarean 
feelings of motherly love. 

Although She is the embodiment of love of God and can 
bestow the highest welfare on the whole world by bestowing 
prema, mother Kirtida is still always anxious that some 
inauspiciousness would be happening to Her. 

This is the nature of love. The lover is always awake with 
worries about the beloved’s welfare. Along with the constant 
thoughts about the beloved’s welfare there is always the fear: 

‘I know some accident has happened, I know some accident 


has happened!’ in the heart. 
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anista-sankini bandhu hrdayani bhavanti hi (Abhijiiana 
Sakuntala Nataka - 4) 

"Apprehension of mishap always dwells in the heart of the 
friend." 

In this play we also find the words sineho papamasankadi. 
This is prakrta-language. In Sanskrta it is: snehah papam 
asankate, or: "Affection causes apprehension of — sin 
(inauspiciousness in general). One is always afraid something 
inauspicious may happen to the beloved. 

Because mother Kirtida is always worried and overwhelmed 
by loving anxiety she most lovingly and diligently sends two 
daughters of her nurses to Yavata to inquire about Sri Radha’s 
welfare. Mother Kirtida who is the embodiment of deep 
motherly love knows that apart from her who can desire the 
welfare of Sri Radha or look after Her? 

Mother Kirtida never wants to lose Sri Radharani out of her 
sight but: “Alas! Why has the Creator created this subservient 
womans life?” 

Thinking like this, mother floats in tears of love and lovingly 
and diligently sends out two daughters of her nurses to find out 
if She is allright. 

The closer a river comes to the ocean, the more turbulent it 
gets. Similarly, mother Kirtida is very close to the Radha-ocean 
of love, that can be heard from Sri Radharani’s own mouth: 
sisukdla hoite mayera sohage, sohagint bodo ami 

"From My childhood I was always dearly beloved by My 
mother." 

Hence the worries about auspiciousness or inauspiciousness 
befalling to Sri Radha are like a garland of waves eternally 
billowing on the river of Mother Kirtida’s heart. 
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When the daughters of the nurses return and tell her that 
everything is well with Sri Radha, mother finds peace and takes 
her bath and her meal. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "May that mother Kirtida protect us!" 


Sri radhara kusala varta janibara tare; 
ativa vyakula hoiyda cintita antare 
priti sahakare pathaya dhatri-kanya-dvaye; 
prati dina tha yara karya stici hoye 
vraja majhe khyati yara srt radhara mata 
amare korun raksa se mata kirtida 


"May mother Kirtida, who is very anxious at heart to know 
about Sri Radha’s welfare and therefore lovingly sends two 
daughters of her nurses to Her abode to inquire about Her 
every day and who is famous in Vraja as Sri Radha’s mother, 


protect us." 


VERSE 28: 


prathama-rasa-vilase hanta rosena tavat 
prakatam iva virodham sandadhanapi bhangya 
pravalayati sukharh ya navya-yinoh sva-naptroh 
param iha mukhararh tam mirdhni vrddharm vahami 


prathama - first; rasa - flavour (erotic mellow); vildse - in 
pastimes; hanta - alas!; rosena - with anger; tdvat - thus far; 
prakatam - manifest; iva - as if; virodham - obstacle; sandadhdana - 
placing; api - even; bhangya - cleverly; prabalayati - strengthens; 
sukham - happiness; yd - who; navya - fresh; ytinoh - of the pair; sva 
- own; naptroh - grandchildren; param - supreme; iha - in Vraja; 
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mukharam - Mukhara; tam - her; mardhni - on the head; vrddhan - 
the old woman; vahami - I carry. 


I carry the old lady Mukhara, who gives her 
grandchildren, the fresh adolescent Pair Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava, boundless bliss by cleverly and angrily 
opposing Their erotic pastimes on my head. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: A boundless upsurge of the 
nectar of the Vraja-associates’ ecstatic love arises in Sri 
Raghunatha’s heart, that is filled with visuddha-sattva (pure 
goodness, or transcendence). 

In this verse he praises Sri Radha’s maternal grandmother 
Mukhara. 

Knowingly or unknowingly the people of Vraja all take their 
share in helping the nourishment of the sweetness of S1i-Sii 
Radha-Madhava’s erotic pastimes. This is the conclusion of the 
acaryas, which is based on their profound experiences. Just as 
there are visible assistants nourishing the pastimes of the 
Adolescent Pair like Sri Radha’s sakhis and maijaris, the 
‘hostile’ (rival-) consorts like Candravali, who nourish Sri 
Radha’s pique and so on, as well as the friendly party and the 
neutral party of gopis and the priya-narma-sakhas like Subala, 
similarly the mothers, fathers, fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law, 
relatives, grandfathers and grandmothers are all invisible 
assistants. 

The extramarital love is always supplied with fresh impetus 
and nourishment because this kind of love is secret. The lovers 
rarely attain each other and there are many obstacles. 

Although they all relish the sweetness of Krsna’s flavours in 
their own way, each of the Lord’s associates in Vraja is engaged 
by the lila-sakti in accepting his/her own beautiful role in the 
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nourishment of the emperor of transcendental flavours, the 
Ssrigara (erotic)-rasa. 

The role of grandmother Mukhara is unprecedented. In this 
verse Mukhara is called the maternal grandmother of both Sri 
Radha and Krsna. Because Radha and Krsna are essentially one 
at heart, Sri Radha’s maternal grandmother is also Sri Krsna’s 
maternal grandmother. Another explanation is that some 
elderly gopis are generally known as everyone’s maternal 
grandmother in Vraja. 


bharunda jatila bhela karala karavalika 
gharghara mukhara ghora ghanta ghoni sughantika 
dhakkini dhondika dhandi dindima pundavanikah 
damini damari dumbi danka matamahi samah 


(Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika 1,54) 


"Bharunda, Jatila, Bhela, Karala, Karavalika, Gharghara, 
Mukhara, Ghora, Ghanta, Ghoni, Sughantika, Dhakkini, 
Dhondika, Dhandi, Dindima, Pundavanikah, Damini, Damari. 
Dumbi and Danka - they are all equal to maternal 
grandmothers." 

Old granny Mukhara publicly opposes with certainty the 
meeting of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna, but in a clever way (bhangya) 
she is also nourishing (encouraging) this meeting. 

Externally she angrily chastises Them, but in her heart she 
approves of Them meeting each other. In this way Mukhara 
pleases Sri Radha-Madhava in the greatest way. 

In the morning the cowherd village is filled with the sounds 
of brahmanas reciting the Vedas, the bellowing of cows, the 
churning of curd and the milking of the cows. The sun is rising 
on the eastern horizon. It is as if the bride of the eastern 
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direction wears a red spot of sindiira on the forehead. All the 
Vrajavasis are waking up. 

In Yavata Sri Radha is lying in Her bedroom, accompanied 
only by Her friends like Lalita, still sleeping out of exhaustion 
from performing pastimes like the Rasa-dance at night. 


naptri mukhambuja vilokana jivitayam 
tatropasrtya sahasa mukharabhidhayam 
vatsalya ratna patalibhita petikayam 
radhe kva putri bhavasiti samahvayantyam 


(Krsna Bhavanamrta 3.13) 


Mukhara, whose very life is the sight of her granddaughter 
Radhika’s lotus-like face and who is like a box full of jewels of 
parental affection, came in and called out: "O Radhe! O My 
daughter! Where are You?" 

Seeing Mukhara, Jatila then also comes to quickly wake up 
her daughter-in-law and desiring the welfare of her son, she 
requests Mukhara to engage Her in Sitrya-pija. Mukhara 
repeatedly calls out: "Granddaughter! Granddaughter!" while 
entering into Her bedroom. Then she says: 


uttistha vatse sayanat pramugdhe 
vyasmari varo‘dya raves tvaya kim 
snatod prabhatarghya vidhanam 
asmai pitjyopaharam racaydsya casu 


(Govinda Lilamrta 2,49) 


"O my girl! Get up from bed now! O bewildered girl, have 
You forgotten that it is Sunday today? Take Your bath and 
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quickly prepare Your paraphernalia for worshiping the sungod 
with morning-oblations!" 

Hearing Mukhara’s voice, Visakha and other sakhis wake up 
and also awaken Srimati, Who, stunned with fatigue, slowly sits 
up in Her bed. When Mukhara suddenly sees Sri Radha’s limbs 
covered with a yellow garment she says: 


druta kanaka savarnam sdyam etan murarer 
vasanam urasi drstan yat sakhi te vibharti 
kim idam ayi visakhe ha pramadah pramado 
vyavasitam idam asyah pasya suddhanvayayah 


(Govinda Lilamrta 2,54) 


"Visakhe, look! What is this? Yesterday evening I saw this 
bright golden cloth on Murari’s chest, but now your friend is 
wearing it! Alas, alas! How could this happen to a pure 
housewife?" 

Hearing Mukhara’s words, Visakha shows her the sunrays 
entering the house through the windows and touching Sri 
Radha’s blue cloth, that covers Her brightly shining golden 
limbs, thereby making it seem golden. 

Being addressed like this by Visakha, Mukhara leaves the 
room. She walks out carefully, because what a mishap it would 
be if by chance hostile elements like Jatila would see it! 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I carry Sri Radha’s maternal 
grandmother Mukhara, who gives the greatest delight to the 
young pair Sri Radha-Madhava with such a sweet undercurrent 
of her stream of love on my own head!" 


vraja majhe navya yuvd navind yuvati; 
radha-krsna duhu jana hoy yara nati 
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srigara rasa-keli navina yugale; 
bhaigi kori badha-dana koribara chale 
parokse ananda dana koriche dohare; 
matamahi radhara mukhara nama yara 
adnande magana hoiya amara mastake; 
tahare bohon kori attva kautuke 


"With great joy, eagerness and humor I carry Radha’s 
maternal grandmother named Mukhara, who uses different 
pretexts to obstruct the erotic pastimes of her grandchildren, 
the beautiful young girl Radha and the beautiful young boy 
Krsna, but who thus secretly gives Them great bliss, on my 


head." 


VERSE 29: 


sandra-prema-rasaih pluta priyataya pragalbhyam apta tayoh 
prana-prestha-vayasyayor anudinam lilabhisararn kramaih 
vaidagdhyena tatha sakhim prati sada manasya siksath rasair 
yeyatn karayatiha hanta lalita grhnatu sa marh ganaih 


sandra - deep; prema - love; rasaih - by flavours; plutd - inundated; 
priyatayd - lovingly; pragalbhyam - boldness; apta - attained; tayoh - 
of them both; prana - heart; prestha - beloved; vayasyayoh - of the 
two friends; anudinam - every day; lila - pastimes; abhisaram - love- 
journey; kramaih - gradually; vaidagdhyena - cleverly; tatha - and 
then; sakhim - girlfriend; prati - towards; sada - always; mdnasya - of 
loving pique; siksam - teaching; rasaih - with flavours; yd - who; iyan 
- this; k@rayati - causing; tha - in Vraja; hanta - alas; lalita - Lalita; 
grhndatu - may accept; sd - she; mam - me; ganaih - with the parties. 
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May Lalita, who is immersed in the mellow of deep 
love, who takes shelter of an audacious mood simply out 
of love, who assists in accomplishing her heart’s beloved 
Sri-Sri Raidha-Krgna’s pastimes like Their abhisara (love- 
journey), and who always cleverly teaches her own 
girlfriend Radha the art of loving pique, accept me 
within her own party. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praised Mukhara, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s secret 
assistant in Their erotic mellows and in the following verses, 
now that he anyway perceives the erotic mellow, he praises the 
sakhis and mafijaris, the most rasika-assistants in the sweet 
pastimes of the divine Pair. 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: prema lila viharanam 
samyag vistarikd sakhi; visrambha-ratna-peti ca tatah susthu 
vivicyate (Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 1) 

"The sakhis fully expand the love, the pastimes and the erotic 
union of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava. They are like jewelboxes of 
trust and confidence, and in this way they are nicely divided." 
Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada comments as follows on this 
verse in his Ananda Candrika-commentary: 

na kevalani diitya eva tasam sakhinan pradhanyan kintu 
rasasya sarva eva nirvdhas tan nidanaka evetyaha premeti. 
vistdro'tra vikhydpanan vivardhanam ca. tatra ndyakasya 
prema nayikayam nayikayah prema nayake sakhyd vikhyapate 
tata eva vivardhate ca. lila cabhisaradibhih prapta milanayor 
ndyakayoh svasthitya nayika-vamyatisayotthapanena ca hasa 
parihasadibhis ca vivardhate sthandntare samayantare ca 
vikhydpyate ca. vihdras ca sariprayogatmako guru patyddi 
sarva samadhanangikarena sdhasa_ ddandd__ vivardhyate 


~ 612 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


samayantare ca sambhuktaya ndyikaya saha rasodgarad 
vikhydpyate ceti samyag iti svabhiyogddau vindpi sakhim tat 
tat siddher asamyakatvam ity arthah 

"It is not that the sakhis are just the chief messengers who 
accomplish the meeting of Radha-Krsna, they are actually the 
final causes of Their rasika-acccomplishments in all respects. 
This is ascertained in this verse prema lila viharanam. 

The word vistdra means: proclaiming or increasing. The 
sakhis tell the hero of the heroine’s love and the heroine of the 
hero’s love and thus they increase the love. The word lila means 
that they help the Divine Pair to meet Each other through love- 
journeys. They increase the pride of the heroine who is in their 
midst, increase the flavour of the pastimes through laughter 
and joking. They also proclaim it in other places and at other 
times and solve all problems in relation to sexual intercourse, 
superiors and the heroine’s husband. 

In this way the sexual enjoyment increases with their 
assistence. They also proclaim the heroine’s rasodgdra 
(amorous recollection). The word samyak means that without 
the aid of the sakhis, the flavours of amorous meetings and so 
can never be accomplished." 

In this verse S17 Raghunatha praises Lalita, the greatest of Sri 
Radharani’s girlfriends, and their leader. Lalita is so deeply 
absorbed in madiyatamaya-premabhimana (a loving pride in 
having controlled the lover, with the conception of ‘he is mine’), 
that she always considers her friend Sri Radha to be under the 
control of Sri Krsna. She wants to keep Krsna equally 
controlled, so she carefully sends S1i Radha on Her abhisara 
(love-journey) and when she sees an imbalance of power (in 
favour of Sri Krsna), her loving pride strikes heavily. Then she 
always instructs her girlfriend Sri Radha in the finesses of loving 
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pique and opposition. For this reason, Lalita is called an 
adhika-prakhara-sakhi, a more audacious girlfriend. 


prema saubhagya sad gunyadyadhikyad adhika sakhi 
durllaighya vakya prakhara prakhyata gauravocita 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 3) 


"A girl who is superior in love, good fortune and great 
attributes is called adhika, and a girl whose words are 
insurmountable is called prakhara, a girl who is always very 
proud." When such an adhika-prakhara-sakhi sees even the 
slightest flaw in Sri Radha’s total control over Sri Krsna she will 
teach Her mana, or loving pique, and she will not tolerate any 
slackening of that mana. For instance: 


mugdhe tusnim bhava satha-kala-mandalakhandalena 
tvuam mantrena sphutam iha vasikrtya tendnusista 
kutije govardhana sikharino jagarenadya radham 
drstvapyuccaih sakhi yad asi me catu-vade pravrtta 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 15) 


"When Lalita saw Citra-sakhi endeavouring to pacify Sri 
Radha’s proud huff, she told her: "O stupid girl! Shut up! I know 
that this king of cheaters (Krsna) has subdued you with His 
instructions! How amazing! I praise your nature!!* Did you also 
use such flattering words even while seeing that Radha was 
spending the whole night in wakefulness on Govardhana Hill 
(vainly waiting for Krsna)? Anyway, so far so good. There’s no 


'9 Citra has the opposite nature of Lalita, she is very submissive. 
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more need for any more flattering words! Quickly get out of 
here!" 

When Lalita instructs Radha in pique, then Radha cannot 
give up that mdna without Lalita’s permission, not even out of 
Her own free will! Hence one of Sri Radha’s names is lalita- 
bhiti-manin?® This pique of Sri Radha is Lalita’s greatest 
contribution to the service of Sri Krsna. 

vamya svabhdve mana uthe nirantara; uhara vamye uthe 
krsnera Gnanda sagara (C.C.) 

Just to make the ocean of Sri Radha’s love swell up 
unlimitedly and to give Sri Krsna the sweet relish of Sri Radha’s 
sweet love Lalita instructs Srimati in mdna. This is one of her 
special dexterities of love. Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has 
written the following definition of ma@na’s nature: 


snehas titkrstatavaptya madhuryam manayan navam 
yo dharayatyadaksinyam sa mana iti kirtyate 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 96) 


"When sneha reaches its climax it makes the lover experience 
a fresh sweetness. When it carries a crooked kind of 
unsubmissiveness it is called mana." 

Consequently mdna arises to keep the course of love 
relishable, fresh and dynamic. Mana makes something which is 
anyway always enjoyable, sweet and desirable in its novel 
sweetness, hence Sri Lalita is known as she who is most expert 
in tastefully nourishing Sri Radha’s mood of opposition and 


pique. 


20 She who is angry with Krsna out of fear of Lalita (Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami's 'Sri Radhikastottara-sata nama stotram’). 
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Sripada Raghunatha says: "May that Lalita accept me in her 
own party!" 


nimagana hoiyd yei gadha prema rase; 
priyata hetu kifcit auddhatya prakase 
Sri radha-govinda lilara pustira karana; 
rasa vakydavali sada karoye varsana 
vamyera marydda sada vrddhira karana; 
$ri radhaya mana siksa dena vilaksana 
sei to lalita more nija gana madhye; 
grahana koriya kobe krtartha koribe 


"When will Lalita, who is absorbed in deep feelings of love, 
who shows her audacity out of that love, who always showers 
Sri Radha-Govinda with rasika words that nourish Their 
pastimes, who always increases the ways of love-in-opposition 
and who teaches Sri Radha the special art of loving pique, bless 
me by accepting me within her own party?" 


VERSE 30: 


pranaya-lalita-narma-sphara-bhimis tayor ya 
vraja-pura-nava-yinor ya ca kanthan pikanam | 
nayati param adhastad divya-ganena tustya 
prathayatu mama diksam hanta seyarh visakha 


pranaya - love; lalita - lovely; narma - joking; sphara - extended; 
bhiimih - ground; tayoh - of Them both; ya - who; vrajapura - 
Vrajapura; nava - new; yiinoh - pair; yd - who; ca - and; kanthat - of 
the voice; pikanam - of the cuckoos; nayati - takes; param - greatly; 
adhah - below; tat - that; divya - beautiful/divine; ganena - with a 
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song; tustyd - satisfying; prathayatu - may extend; mama - my; diksam 
- initiation; hanta - alas; sa - she; iyam - this; visakha - Visakha. 


May Visakha, who is the great object of love and humor 
of the youthful pair Radha and Krsna and who defeats 
even the singing of the cuckoos with her divine artistry 
of song, be pleased with me and teach me the art of 
singing. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In his true intrinsic nature 
(svartipa), Sripada Raghunatha dasa is an eternally perfect 
manjart in Vraja. 

He has descended along with Sri Gaurasundara, the 
combined form of rasardja, Krsna, the king of relishers, and 
mahabhawa, Radha, the embodiment of supreme love of God, 
to teach the practising devotees in the material world the 
meditation on the mellows of Vraja and to take them along to 
the nikufja-abode of Vraja in the form of Sri_ Radha’s 
maidservants. 

Sri Krsna’s sweetness and Sri Radha’s mahabhava have, of 
course, been discussed and described from the scriptures in the 
past, but they could not be conceived by human beings at that 
time. The Gosvamis have built a huge jewelled palace of sweet 
Vraja-bhajana on the unshakeable foundation of their own 
genuine transcendental experiences and scriptural evidence. 

In this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, Sripada Raghunatha describes the 
sweet and perfect love of the Lord’s eternal companions in 
Vraja, by following in whose footsteps the practising devotees 
will gain entrance into that jewelled temple and become 
blessed by receiving the desired loving devotional service of Sri 
Radha-Madhava. 
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In the previous verse, Si Raghunatha described the great 
love of Lalita, one of Sri Radha’s best girlfriends. In this verse 
he describes the mood of Sri Visakha and reveals to her his 
aspiration to learn the art of singing from her. 

First of all he says: ‘pranaya lalita narma sphara bhiimis 
tayor y@ She is the abode of love and humor for Sri-Sri Radha- 
Krsna. In Sri Visakhanandana-Stotram, he has said: bhava- 
nama gunddinam aikyat srt radhikaiva ya 

"She is just like Sri Radhika in mood, name and attributes." 
Because of her outspoken boldness, Sri Radha and Madhava 
may still deal with Sri Lalita with some fear and reverence, but 
in Sri Radha’s ytitha (party), Si Visakha has attained the bhava 
of adhika-madhya (holding the balance between the left-wing 
and the right-wing gopis in mood), hence she is not only 
respected by all because of her love, good fortune and great 
attributes, but she is also the object of love and humour for the 
Divine Couple because she is non-different at heart from Sri 
Radha. 


visakha gidha narmokti jita krsnarpita smita 

narmadhyaya varacarya bharati jayi vagmita 
visakhagre rahah keli kathodghataka madhavam 

tadayanti dvirabjena sa-bhribhangena lilaya 


(Visakhanandada Stotram 105 and 106) 


"Sri Radhika smiles when She sees that Krsna is defeated by 
Visakha’s intimate joking words. She is the best teacher in 
joking and she defeats even Sarasvati-devi in eloquence. When 
Madhava speaks about His intimate pastimes before Visakha, 
Sri Radha frowns Her eyebrows and playfully beats Him with 
her play-lotus." 
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From this we can understand how Sri Visakha is the object 
of the Divine Couple’s love and humor. 

In his ‘Krsnahnika-Kaumudr, Sriman Mahaprabhu’s beloved 
companion Srila Kavi Karnapura has drawn an enchanting 
emotional picture of Sri Visakha’s joking discussions with Sri 
Radha before Sri Krsna with great poetic expertise. 


etadiya kusumam sakhi heyam krsna paksa sarasa latikeyam; 
ya runandhi vasanam tava sakha paninetyupajahasa visakha 
Sukla-paksa-nibha puspa-visesa krsna paksa sarasa kathamesa; 
mad viyogam asahisnur iyan mamarunandhi mama kautuka kama 
mugdha eti madhupo mukha-candram svaditum kamaladhis tava 
sandram; 
tat tvayd vahitataya bhavitavyam syamalasya caritam nahi bhavyam 
tvadrsam mukha saroja samdje susmite sati katham dvija raje; 
hanta gandha rahite katham asya svada esa bhavita madhupasya 


(Krsnahnika Kaumudi 4.42-45) 


"Visakha jokingly told Srimati Radharani, Who was picking 
flowers: ‘Sakhi! Don’t pick the flowers from this vine, because 
this vine is krsna-paksd-sarasd (blooming in the dark lunar 
fortnight, or, surrendered to Krsna and thus luscious) and will 
obstruct Your garment with its hand-like branches (they will 
give You a hint to go and meet with Krsna)’. Sri Radha smiled 
and replied: ‘Sakhi Visakhe! This vine is bearing flowers that 
bloom in the bright lunar fortnight! Why do you call them 
krsna-paksd-sarasda (blooming in the dark lunar fortnight)? This 
vine is unable to tolerate separation from Me and is obstructing 
Me simply for fun!’ Visakha said: “O Mugdhe (naive girl)! Just 
see! A bee (Krsna) is coming to relish Your moon-like face, 
taking it to be a lotus flower, so be careful! Those who have a 
blackish complexion (like Syamasundara) don’t have a good 
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character!’ Hearing this, Sri Radha said: ‘Alas! When you girls 
are here with your blooming lotus-like faces, then how will this 
bumblebee ever come to relish My moon-like face, that has no 
scent at all?’ 

In this way Visakha is the abode of Sri Radha-Krsna’s 
relishable joking conversations. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "May Visakha, who defeats the cuckoos’ 
singing in the fifth note with her love-drenched voice, that sings 
enchanting divine songs having Sri Radha-Krsna’s_ sweet 
pastimes as their subject, be pleased and satisfied with me and 
teach me the art of song!" 

Sripada Kavi Karnapura has written: "The extraordinary 
transcendental art of singing as well as the voices of the 
Vrajasundaris are all beyond Brahma’s creation, therefore they 
cannot be compared to anyone’s voice within Brahma’s 
creation. Vrnda-devi explained to one of Radha’s sakhis, named 
Sangita Vidya, what the difference is between the singing of the 
Kinnari Matangi, who is the dcarya of the science of song, and 
the singing of the Vraja-devis, saying: 

ayi sangita vidye! sangita vidyeyam anayad devya 
caturmukha-mukha nirgataiva vyakhyata, khydta ceyani vo 
viriici prapancata eva hi bahir iti tad ubhayam eva 
niravadyam (Ananda Vrndavana Campi) 

"O Sangita Vidye! The science of song that Matangi-devi is 
explaining, emanates from Brahma’s mouth (which means that 
it is a part of the mundane creation), and the singing of the 
Vrajadevis that you speak about is from beyond Brahma’s 
creation. Therefore there is consistency between your words 
and Matangi’s words!" 

In this Stavavali, Sripada Raghunatha repeatedly reveals his 
desire to learn the art of singing about Radha and Krsna from 
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Visakha and to please S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava with these sweet 
songs. 


pranarbuda koti prestha yugala miirati; 
tanidera pranaya madhu kautukera patri 
Sri radha-govinda dohara yugala madhuri 
yara prema-kanthe divya sangita lahari 
kokila kakali yiho parajaya kore 
se visakha divya gana siksa dena more 


"May Visakha, who is the object of the honey-sweet 
humorous love of the Yugala Marti, Who are dearer to her than 
millions of lives; whose loving voice creates a wave of divine 
songs that defeats the singing of the cuckoos and that describe 
the dual sweetness of S17 Radha-Govinda, teach me that divine 


art of song." 


VERSE 31: 


prati-nava-nava-kufijam prema-pirena pirna 

pracura-surabhi-puspair bhisayitva kramena | 
pranayati bata vrnda tatra nilotsavarh ya 

priya-gana-vrta-radha-krsnayos tarn prapadye 


prati - every; nava nava - fresh and new; kufijam - groves; prema - 
love; piirena - with an abundance; pirna - full; pracura - abundant, 
surabhi - fragrant; puspaih - with flowers; bhisayitvd - having 
ornamented; kramena - gradually; pranayati - making; bata - indeed; 
ornda - Vrnda; tatra - there; lila - pastimes; utsavam - festival; yd - 
who; priyagana - beloveds; urta - surrounded; radha-krsnayoh - of 
Radha and Krsna; tam - unto her; prapadye - I surrender. 
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I surrender to the lotus feet of Sri Vrnda, who, steeped 
in great love, decorates the many ever-fresh play-groves 
with fragrant flowers and expands the festival of sweet 
and blissful pastimes of Sri Radha-Krsna, who are 
surrounded by Their girlfriends. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the sylvan goddess Sri Vrnda, the presiding 
goddess of Sri Vrndavana and surrenders at her lotus feet. 

In the scripture “Radha-Krsna Ganoddesa Dipika’ (2.87-88), 
Sri Vrnda is introduced as follows: 


paurnamasi vira vrnda vamsi nandimukhi tatha 
orndarika tatha mena muraladyas ca ditikah 
nana sandhana kusala tayor milana karini 
kufijadi samskriyabhijia vrnda tasu variyast 


"Paurnamasi, Vira, Vrnda, Varnsi, Nandimukhi, Vrndarika, 
Mena and Murali are among Sri Krsna’s female messengers. 
They are very expert in various researches, in accomplishing the 
meetings between Sri Krsna and His sweethearts and in 
maintaining trysting places like the kuiijas. The greatest in all 
these activities is Vinda." 

Vrnda is thus described: 


tapta kantcana varnabha wrnda kantir manohara; 
nilavastra paridhanad muktapuspa virajita 
candrabhanuh pita tasyah phullara janani tatha; 
patir asya mahi-pali manjart bhagini ca sa 
orndavana sadavasa nanakeli rasotsuka; 
ubhayor milanakanksi tayoh premaparipluta 
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"Vrnda’s complexion is as enchanting as molten gold! She 
wears a blue dress, a pearl necklace and a flower garland. Her 
father is named Candrabhanu, her mother Phullara, her 
husband Mahipala and her sister Mafijari. Vrnda always lives in 
Vrndavana and is eager to play different rasika pastimes. She is 
eager to establish the meeting of the Divine Couple and is 
immersed in love for Them." 

Sri Vrndavana is the abode of sweet love. The name of 
Vrndavana causes agitation in the mind and heart of both the 
Lord and His devotees. Here the devotees forget all of the 
Lord’s opulences and become eager to establish their own 
personal relationships with Him according to their individual 
feelings. The Lord also forgets His own nature here and allows 
Himself to be bound by the ropes of His devotees’ passionate 
love for Him. And again, in this Vraja, the passionate love like 
the one of the gopis cannot be found described in any scripture. 
In this Vraja, their naughty passion causes them to fall from the 
path of virtue and fidelity and flow towards Syamasundara 
forcefully and without interruption, like the currents of the 
Yamuna and the Ganga. 

Because this passion is ever-fresh, it causes Sri Krsna, the 
object of their love, to relish the wonderful ever-fresh essence 
of the erotic mellow. Above all, the madana-rasa of Sri Radha, 
who is the very embodiment of ma@danakhya-maha-bhava, 
makes the transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana forget 
Himself in all respects. His nikwiija-pastimes with Sri Radha 
continue day and night. 

ratri-dina kutja krida kore radha sange; kaisora vayasa 
saphala koilo krida range (C.C.) 

"Day and night He sports with Radha in the kufijas and with 
these playful amusements, He makes His youth a success." 
Assisted by her girlfriends Sri Vrnda-devi, who is the teacher of 
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thousands of vanadevis (sylvan fairies) decorates Sri Vrndavana 
and the kufijas, the playgrounds of S1i-S17 Radha-Madhava, in 
ever-new ways. 

Vrnda, the presiding goddess of this kingdom of sweet 
pastimes, decorates this naturally beautiful and sweet unique 
abode of the enjoyments of the Yugala with her loving hands, 
thus making it even sweeter. Thinking: "The deities of my heart 
will play here!", she keeps the kufijas nicely decorated and 
scented by a variety of floral decorations. Just as a loving 
pujarint keeps the temple fragrant with incense sticks and 
aguru-perfumes, similarly prema-piijarini Vrnda scents each 
kufija-mandira, that is the playground of her heart’s deities, Si 
Sri Radha-Madhava, with the sweet aroma of an abundance of 
flowers. 

Just as an expert sculptor attracts his employer with his 
artistic work, similarly Vrnda, the sculptress of love, intoxicates 
the hearts of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis with 
playful feelings and with her loving expertise in decorating 
Vrndavana and the kuiijas. 

Sri Vrnda’s cleverness in relaying messages is most 
wonderful! With her clever words, the lady-messenger Vrnda 
always awakens a passionate attachment to a tryst in the hearts 
of the lovers. 

For instance, when Srimati Radharani sets out for 
Radhakunda on Her noontime love-journey (divabhisara) with 
Her sakhis eager to meet Syamasundara, Sri Krsna_ is 
impatiently waiting for Her in the woods around the kunda, 
eager to meet Srimati. 

Meanwhile the forest becomes delighted by Sri Radha’s 
bodily fragrance and Sri Krsna sends Vrnda out to quickly bring 
Srimati to Him. When Sri Radha sees Sri Vrnda, they have the 
following discussion: 


~ 624 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


kasmad ornde priya sakhi hareh padamilat kuto’sau 
kundaranye kim iha kurute nrtya siksam guru kah 
tam tvan mirtih prati taru-latam dik-vidiksu sphuranti 
Sailusiva bhramati parito nartayanti sva pascat 


(Govinda Lilamrta 8,77) 


"O Vrnde, where have you come from?" 

Vrnda replied: "From Hari’s footsoles". 

Radha: "Where is He?" 

Vrnda: "In the forest by Your lake!" 

Radha: "What is He doing there?" 

Vrnda: "He is learning how to dance" 

Radha: "Who is His teacher?" 

Vrnda: "Your very form, which is like a dancing girl whom He 
sees in each direction. He is simply wandering around, dancing 
behind You!" 

With many of such clever words, Sri Vrnda-devi extends a 
wonderful sweet flavour of blissful pastimes for Sri Sri Radha- 
Madhava, Who are surrounded by Their girlfriends.”! 

Sri Raghunatha takes shelter of the lotus feet of this Vrnda- 


devi. 


prema rase nimagana hoiyd yei jana; 
sdjaiyeche madhura ei sri vrndavana 
nava nava kuna yoto sugandhi kusume; 
susobhita bohe yaha malaya pavane 
orndara racita sei §rt vrndavana; 
Sri radha-govinde koraya lila uddipana 


21 In books like Sri Govinda Lilamrta and $1i Krsna Bhavanamrta 
Vrnda can be seen nourishing these transcendental pastimes in 


various wonderful ways. 
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nirantara sei urndara bhaji bhakti bhare; 
vrajavasa radha-krsnera sevd-siddhi tare 


"I always devotedly worship Sri Vrnda, who is absorbed in 
ecstatic love while sweetly decorating Sri Vrndavana’s ever- 
green kufjas with beautiful flowers, whose fragrance are 
carried by the southern breezes and that incite amorous 
feelings in the hearts of Sri Radha and Govinda, so that I will 
be able to live in Vraja and reach perfection in Radha-Krsna’s 
devotional service there." 


VERSE 32: 


sakhyenalam parama-rucira narma-bhavyena radhar 
pakartharh ya vraja-pati-mahisy-ajiaya sarnnayanti | 
premna Saévat pathi pathi harer vartaya tarpayanti 
tusyatv etarh param iha bhaje kunda-parvam latarh tam 


sakhyena - with friendship; alam - greatly; parama - greatest; rucira 
- beautiful; narma - joking; bhavyena - with auspiciousness; radham - 
Radha; pakartham - for the sake of cooking; yd - who; vrajapati - the 
king of Vraja; mahist - queen; Gjnayd - on the order; sannayanti - 
taking; premna - with love; sasvat - constantly; pathi pathi - on the 
way; hareh - of Hari; vartayd - with topics; tarpayanti - offers; tusyatu 
- may be satisfied; eta@m - this; param - greatly; iha - in Vraja; bhaje - I 
worship; kunda pirvam latam - named Kundalata; tam - her. 


I worship Kundalata, who, on the order of Queen 
Yasoda, daily comes to take Sri Radha to Nanda’s abode 
to cook for Krsna; who always greatly delights Radha by 
lovingly having joking discussions about Hari with Her 
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on the way and who is herself also most satisfied with 
this. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
worships S17 Kundalata, the special nourisher of S1i-Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s pastimes. 

We have already said that Vraja is like a beautiful garden full 
of flowers of love. The minds and hearts of the worshippers are 
scented by the loving expertise of the various companions of 
Krsna in Vraja. Although the fragrance of the flowers causes 
everyone’s heart to blossom, the rasika-bee is as if intoxicated 
by the relish of this honey. 

In the same way, although everyone’s heart is delighted to 
hear about the great love of the Vraja-companions, the heart of 
the jata-rati-madhuryopasaka, the worshipper who is in the 
amorous mellow and whose dormant love of God _ has 
awakened, becomes even more intoxicated by rasa. 

Sri Raghunatha is in the kingdom of mahabhdava, so in his 
heart a wonderful current of relish of the wonderful and great 
love of the Vraja-companions is flowing. After he has relished 
it, he records everything for the rasika-bhagavatas (great 
aesthetic devotees) so they can relish it afterwards. 

In this verse, Sri Raghunatha praises the wife of Krsna’s 
cousin, Kundalata. Because of the boon of the sage Durvasa, Sri 
Radharani has become amrta-hasta (whatever Her hands touch 
while cooking turns into nectar). The vegetables and grains She 
cooks are not only delicious, they also bestow appetite and a 
certain extension of the lifespan. 

For this reason, Sri Yasoda, out of love for her son, daily 
sends Kundalata to Jatila to ask her permission to bring Sri 
Radha to her home to cook for Sri Krsna. Kundalata relays the 
request of the Queen of Vraja to mother Jatila and then goes to 
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Sixt Radha and Her sakhis, who are already floating in oceans of 
bliss. 


This is described in Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta: 


anyonya darsana samudgamana smitadhya 
Sastanuyoga rabhasonnati sidhu vrstih 
sadyo vabhiiwa yata eva tada tadali-vrndam 
nananda sama sauhrda hrdya rocih 
vrajapura paramesvart prasadam 
mayi sakhi vakti tavodayo hyakasmat 
na Sisira rucind vinaiva pirvan disam 
adhiratri sameti kapi laksmih 
tad aham anumime nidesa dambhat 
kim api krpamrtam eva sa vyatarit 
yad idam anupalabhya yan mamatma 
svam api sakhedam avaityandtmaninam 
ajani rasavati vidhapanartha rasavati te gatir ity avaimi 
niinam atha kim itaratha javadayasth 
prathamito’nunayanty amiim madaryam 
iti sudrg uditamrtam pibanti smita 
subhagam nijagada kundavalli 
tad ayi sakhi vidhehi tatra yatram 
akrta vilambam itah sahadlivrnda 


(Krsna Bhavanamrta 4,110 and 5,1-4) 


The sakhis, who are all equal to Sri Radhika in affection, 
kindness and luster, all became ecstatic when they experienced 
the nectar-shower of Radhika’s and Kundalata’s meeting, their 
exchange of smiles and their inquiry about each others’ welfare. 
(Sri Radhika got up to welcome Kundalata and told her): 
"Sakhi! By Vrajesvari’s grace you have quickly come here! Your 
arrival is as indescribably beautiful as the moonrise in the east 
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at nightfall! I understand that Queen Yasoda showers Me with 
the nectar of mercy by giving this order! If I had not gotten this 
order (to cook for Krsna), My mind would be so sad that it 
would have been better for Me to leave My body! O Rasavati 
(humorous girl or good cook)! I see you have come to take Me 
there for cooking, but first go to My superiors and ask them for 
permission and then quickly come back!” 

Drinking the nectar of fair-eyed Radhika’s words, Kundalata 
blissfully smiled and said: "Sakhi! You know it all, so don’t delay 
and come along with me and take Your friends along!" 

Jatila also follows the order of the Queen of Vraja and sends 
her daughter-in-law to Nanda’s house, giving Her various 
beneficial instructions: 


jarati yatano kori, kohe suno sundari, 
sakhi sange koroho payana. 
udani yodani mathe, dekhiya colibe pathe, 
lakhite na pare yeno ana. 


"Jatila carefully said: Listen, O beautiful girl! Go now with 
Your sakhis. Keep Your veil on Your head, so that no one else 
will see You while You walk down the road." 


bodura jhiyari bata, kule sile naha chota 
saba gune hao paravina. 
thakiho sabara majhe, —_ bujhiba apana kaje, 
ami Gra jiva koto dina 


"You are a high-born daughter. Indeed, Your dynasty and 
Your customs are not lowly! You are full of great qualities. Stay 
together in the midst of all the other girls and understand Your 
duties. After all, how much longer will I live?" 
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sadaye vidaya kore, jatila colila ghare, 
ulasita rasavati radhe 
rangini sangini tara, lei saba upahara, 
cololi pitraite sadhe. 


"Pitifully taking leave, Jatila went back home and blissful 
rasika-Radha and Her playful girlfriends took all their 
paraphernalia along and went to fulfill their desires." 


gajendra gamana jini, _ cole rai vinodini, 
sughada sakhira heli aiga. 
kohoye sekhara ray, puchite puchite yaya 


rajani vilasa rasa ranga 
(Padakarta Raya Sekhara) 


"Rai Vinodini thus left, walking like the king of elephants, 
leaning against Her sakhis. Raya Sekhara says: ‘While walking 
along with Her, the sakhis asked Her about Her amorous 


pastimes of the previous night.’ " 
While they were on the way to Nanda’s house, Kundalata 


jokingly told St Radha: 


miilyanitopasaryds tri-catura divasan prosya sandhydgatas te 
bharta gobhih sva gosthe ghatayitum akhilam ratrim eva nyavatsit 
vaksah prodyan nakhankavali citam adharah spasta danta ksato yat 

tat sadhvyds te satitvam samucitam adhunda vyaktam ullalasiti 

antar giidha smitotphulla kiticit kuticita locanam 
sva sakhim lalitalokya kundavallim athabravit 
karaka-phala dhiyasyah kanane dhrsta kirah stanam anu vinivistah 
pakka bimba bhramena 
adasad adharam uccais tan nakhacotitam taddhrdayam idam 
amusyah kim vrtha gankase tvam 
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sakhi vacah smarita krsna saiga lilocchalat kampa tarangitangim 
tam viksya padmakaram iksamanda jagau punah kundalata sahasam 
ananda kampottaralasi mugdhe kim bho vrtha padmini 
kundavallyah 
na devaras tvam madhustidano’sau bhramyan punah pasyasi 
bhuktam uktam 


(Govinda Lilamrta 3:29-33) 


"O Radhe! Even though Your husband was out for three or 
four days to have the newly purchased fertile cows inseminated 
by the bulls, he came home last night and slept alone in his own 
room! Still we can see that Your breasts are full of nail marks 
and Your lips are full of bite marks! We are all very happy that 
You show such clear signs of fidelity to Your husband now!" 

Seeing Radha’s hidden smile and Her wide, slightly squinted 
eyes, Lalita told Kundalata: 

"Why are you causing needless anxiety to Radha’s heart? 
Yesterday some bold parrot in the forest sat on Her breasts, 
thinking them to be pomegranates (and scratched them) and 
then he bit Her lips, thinking them to be bimba-fruits. That’s 
why She is bruised like this!" 

Kundalata saw that Radhika’s body shivered after hearing 
Lalita’s words, billowing on waves of playfulness while 
remembering Her pastimes with Krsna the previous night. 
Slightly smiling, Kundalata looked at a nearby pond and said, as 
if addressing a female lotus: 

"O bewildered Padmini! Why are you vainly shivering out of 
ecstasy? Kundalata’s (a vine of Kunda-flowers or Krsna’s niece) 
devara (brother-in-law Krsna or bestower of joy) Madhusiidana 
(Krsna, or a bee), showing his own restlessness, has already 
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enjoyed you (leaving you after drinking your honey). Now will 
he drink your nectar again? (rest assured that he won’t!)" 

By being immersed in such joking discussions with Her, 
Kundalata immerses Sri Radha in the pinnacle of bliss and is 
herself similarly absorbed in the relish of this bliss. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kundalata." 


vrajapati mahisi yasodara ajiate; 
radhare anena yiho pakera nimitte 
sakhya bhave radhikaya pathe kautukete; 
paritrpta korena sri krsna prasangete 
krsna kotha rasotsave dagamagi yini; 
sei kundalataya nirantara bhaji ami 


"I constantly worship Kundalata, who, on mother Yasoda’s 
order, brings Radha to the abode of the Queen of Vraja; who 
satisfies Radhika on the way there by making fun with Her 
about Krsna in a friendly mood, and who is always immersed in 
an ocean of nectarean Krsna-kathd." 


VERSE 33: 


vrajesvaryanitarh bata rasavati-krtya-vidhaye 
muda kamam nandisvara-giri-nikufije pranayini | 
chalaih krsnah radham dayitam abhi tam sarayati ya 
dhanistham tat-prana-priyatara-sakhith tarn kila bhaje 


vrajesvaryad - by queen Yasoda; Gnitam - being brought; bata - 
indeed; rasavati - kitchen; krtya - duties; vidhaye - for the sake of; 
muda - gladly; kamam - for their own pleasure; nandisvara giri - the 
mount Nandisvara; nikufije - in a grove; pranayini - loving girl; chalaih 
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- with tricks; krsnam - Krsna; radham - Radha; dayitam - beloved; 
abhitam - close; sdrayati - bringing; ya - who (fem.); dhanistham - 
Dhanistha; tat - Their; prana - life; priyatara - dearmost; sakhin - 
girlfriend; tam - her; kila - certainly; bhaje - I worship. 


"I worship Radha and Krsna’s dear most girlfriend 
Dhanistha, who, under different pretexts, joyfully 
arranges for Sri Radha and Krsna’s meeting in a kunja 
on Mount Nandisvara, after Sri Radha was brought to 
Nandisvara town in the morning by Yasoda, the Queen of 
Vraja, to cook for Krsna." 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Sri Raghunatha’s heart is filled 
with the sweetness of the companions of Vraja who have taken 
shelter of the amorous mellow madhura rasa. ddya eva paro 
rasah "The greatest of transcendental mellows is the amorous 
one." 

Sri Krsna is amorous-rasa personified: srigarah sakhi 
mirtiman iva madhau mugdho harih kridati (Gita Govindam) 

"O sakhi Radhe! In this sweet spring, Hari plays as if He is 
erotic mellows personified!" 

This embodiment of transcendental eros is fulfilled when He 
relishes the mellows of the Vrajasundaris’ mahabhava. The 
transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana is especially 
fulfilled when He relishes the mddana-rasa of Vrsabhanu- 
nandini. In this regard Sri Radha’s heart’s friend Dhanistha is 
the greatest support. In this verse Sri Raghunatha praises this 
Dhanistha. 

According to Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Sri Radha has five kinds 
of sakhis: sakhis, nitya-sakhis, prana-sakhis, priya-sakhis and 
parama-prestha-sakhis. 
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Dhanistha is a sakhi and she is known to have a greater love 
for Sit Krsna. sakhyah kusumika vindhya dhanisthadyah 
prakirtitah (Ujjvala Nilamani) 

"Kusumika, Vindhya and Dhanistha are sakhis. They are 
known for their greater love for Sri Krsna." yah piirvam sakhya 
ityuktas tas tu snehadhika harau (Ujjvala Nilamani) 

Dhanistha and Kundalata nourish the flavours of the Yugala- 
pastimes by residing in Nanda’s abode. They are known as those 
who expand Sri Krsna’s ecstatic love. 

namami gunamdlam sri dhanistham subha riipinim. sri 
kundalatikam krsna_ premdnanda_ vivardhinim  (Paddhati 
Pradipa) 

When Kundalata takes Sri Radharani to Nanda’s abode to 
cook, Dhanistha comes out of her inner quarters, where she was 
waiting for Sri Radha. She then takes Srimati to Sri Yasoda. 

In Sri Vilapa-Kusumaiijali-stava (61), Sri Raghunatha has 
written: 


praptam nija pranayini prakarath paritam nandisvaram vraja 
mahendra mahadlayamn tam 
dire nirtksya mudita tvaritam dhanistha tvam anayisyati kada 
pranayair mamagre 


"When You arrive at Nandisvara, the great abode of Nanda, 
the king of Vraja, You are surrounded by Your loving friends. 
When will I then see Dhanistha quickly and lovingly taking You 
inside in front of me, after she sees You coming from afar?" 

In Nanda’s abode, all of Sri Radha’s activities, such as 
cooking, eating Krsna’s nectarean remnants and taking rest are 
accomplished by Dhanistha. 

After Krsna and His friends have eaten and rested and Sri 
Radha and Her girlfriends have eaten and taken rest, Dhanistha 
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accomplishes Sri Radha-Krsna’s amorous meeting in the Giri- 
nikufija-grove on Nandisvara Hill: 


kincid tice visakhayah karne tat-sanvamanyata 
radhapy anumimite’sma tad dvayoh smita viksaya 
sakhyau yad yuvayoh karnakarni sasmitam iksyate 
mugdhayah kulavadhva me tanndatra sreyasi sthitih 
ity utthaya svagehaya yantya vavre visakhaya 
proce Sanka misenesta sprha kim sakhi sticyate 
hasa khela’ssva savayo vrtetyaha vrajesvart 
bhuktva ksanam avisramya yanti tam khedayisyasi 
niskramyatam sakhi maya saha sadhu-paksa 
dvarena satvaram imah khalu kiitacaryah 
tad bandhujiva sumano nayana sprha’pi 
purna bhavisyatitaram nirapadyam eva 
na jnasyate vrajapuradhipayd ortha tvam 
kim sankase sva grham evanayaiva vithya 
ity adarad giri-guha sukha-sadma ninye 
tam krsna kanti ruciram catura dhanistha 


(Krsna Bhavanamrta 6.111-116) 


Sri Vrajesvari cuddled S17 Radhika, giving Her different 
garments, ornaments and unguents. Tungavidya whispered 
something in Visakha’s ear, making her giggle and shake her 
head. Sri Radhika, Who saw this, understood what was on their 
minds and said: "O sakhi Visakhe! O Tungavidye! I should not 
stay here seeing you whispering in each other's ears and 
exchanging naughty glances with each other like that! You’re 
just infatuated housewives!" 

Then She got up to go home, but Visakha (stopped Her and) 
said: "O sakhi! Are You indicating Your desires with this show 
of fear? Why are You so disturbed by our whispering? Sakhi! 
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Vrajesvari told You to freely play, joke and lie down with Your 
vayas (sakhis or Krsna)! Now, why do You make her sad by 
disobeying this order, going straight home without even taking 
a little rest after eating? Just make us happy by following her 
order and by playing with Your vayas." 

Then clever Dhanistha came and told Sri Radhika: "Sakhi! 
Don’t stay with them, they are very crooked! Come with me 
through this secret side-door, quickly! Your desire to pick 
Bandhujiva-flowers for stirya piijd, or the desires of Krsna’s 
heart, (bandhu = Your friend Krsna and jiva = His heart, eyes 
and mind to unite with You) will be fulfilled without hindrance! 
O Sakhi! The Queen of Vraja will not find out. Don’t be vainly 
afraid! Just come along with me down this path!", the clever 
Dhanistha said and made Sri Radhika meet beautiful Krsna in 
a blissful abode in a (solitary) cave of Nandisvara Hill, behind 
Vrajaraja’s garden, thus fulfilling Krsna’s long standing desire 
to meet His hearts’ beloved Sri Radhika in a lonely place. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship this Dhanistha, who is Sri 
Radha’s heart’s friend!" 


paka karya anusthane yasoda radhake; 
nityai Gnena sri nandisvara parvate 
kon chale sri radhaya nikutija kanane; 
nitya abhisare milaya sri krsnera sane 
radhikara prana sakhi sei to dhanistha; 
tahare bhajibo ami hoye eka nistha 


"I steadily worship Radhika’s heart’s friend Dhanistha, who 
always brings Radha to the Sri Nandisvara Mount to cook for 
mother Yasoda and who always uses some pretext to unite Sri 
Radha with Sri Krsna there in the mountain-woods." 
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VERSE 34: 


avantitah kirteh sravana-bhavato mugdha-hrdaya 
pragadhotkanthabhir vraja-bhuvam urikrtya kila ya 
muda radha-krsnojjvala-rasa-sukhat vardhayati tar 
mukhirh nandi-pirvath satatam abhivande pranayatah 


avantitah - from Avanti; kirteh - of the glories; sravana - hearing; 
bharatah - filled; mugdha - enchanted; hrdaya - heart; pragadha - 
deeply; utkanthabhih - with great eagerness; vraja-bhuvanam - Vraja; 
urikrtya - having accepted; kila - certainly; ya - who; muda - gladly; 
radha-krsna - Radha-Krsna; ujjvala - splendid (erotic); rasa - mellow; 
sukham - happiness; vardhayati - increases; tam - her; mukhim nandi 
purvam - named Nandimukhi; satatam - always; abhivande - praise; 
pranayatah - with love. 


I lovingly praise Nandimukhi, who became enchanted 
after hearing about the great glories of Vraja-bhami and 
left her native place Avantipura with great eagerness to 
settle in Vraja, and who always joyfully increases Radha 
and Krsna’s blissful erotic enjoyments. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: The sweetness of Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s most intimate pastimes can only be known through 
the scriptures and it is directly experienced in the minds of the 
great rasika swan-like saints who can relish Vraja-rasa. 

They see these pastimes through their love-saturated eyes, 
relish them with their rasika-natures and float on the billowing 
waves of transcendental bliss. The j/idnis consider themselves 
blessed when they experience brahman and the yogis consider 
themselves blessed when they encounter the Witness, the 
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Paramatma. They are deprived, though, of the relish of the 
pastimes of the Supreme Lord. 

But even the devotees who worship the Lord with awe and 
reverence cannot relish the sweet flavours of Vraja. The 
sweetness of Vraja is the relishable wealth of the 
mddhuryopasakas, those who meditate on this transcendental 
sweetness. When they experience this sweetness just once, they 
consider everything else insignificant. 

When Sandipani Muni’s daughter Nandimukhi became 
greedy for that relishable sweetness she left her native place 
Avantipura and vowed to live in Vraja. 

Srila Ripa Gosvamipada introduces Nandimukhi to us as 
follows: 


nandimukhi gaura varnda patta-vastra vidharini 
sandipanih pita tasya mata ca sumukhi sati 
bhrata madhumaingalo’syah paurnamasi pitamahi 
nana ratna bhisitangi kaisora vayasojjvala 
nana sandhana kusala nana silpa vidhayini 
dvayor milana naipunya sada prema yuta bhavet 


(Radha-Krsna Ganoddega Dipika 2, 98-100) 


"Nandimukhi has a golden complexion and wears a silken 
garment. Her father is Sandipani Muni and her mother the 
chaste Sumukhi. Her brother is named Madhumangala and her 
paternal grandmother Paurnamasi. She is decorated with 
different jewels and is shining with youthful beauty. She is 
expert in establishing different meetings and various kinds of 
sculpture, and she is always immersed in love for Radha and 
Krsna." 
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Sri Raghunatha says: "Hearing about the glories of Vraja, 
Nandimukhi became enchanted and eagerly left her native 
place Avantipura to settle down in Vraja-dhama. 

Eternal associates of the Lord, like the holy mother 
Paurnamasi (who actually is Yogamaya, who can accomplish the 
impossible in the Vraja-lila), her adolescent granddaughter 
Kisori Nandimukhi and her grandson Madhumangala, the 
embodiment of the mellow of laughter and the dear most friend 
of Sri Krsna, they all appeared in Avantipura. 

In due course of time, they all left Avanti-nagara to come to 
Vraja and render their own favourite services. Still, to 
accomplish the mellows of the human-like pastimes, they think 
that they have come to Vraja-dhdma, becoming attracted after 
hearing about its great glories and thus they have settled down 
there. 

Such a deep attachment between the Lord and His devotees 
cannot be found manifested in any other divine abode. 

In Dvaraka-dhama, the Lord performs His pastimes 
surrounded by His own energies (wives), but although it is said 
in the Brahma-Sarhhita (sriyah kantah kantah paramah 
purusah) that Sri Krsna is surrounded in Vimdavana by His 
internal potency too as He performs His pastimes, still they are 
performed in a pure extramarital mood. 

Vraja-lila shows a much greater sweetness and a much 
greater cleverness and variegatedness than the majestic Sri 
Goloka-pastimes or the legally wedded pastimes of Dvaraka. 

In Sri Vrndavana, Sri Krsna performs His sweet pastimes by 
taking shelter of His transcendental potency Yogamaya, who is 
expert in accomplishing the impossible. This Yogamaya creates 
such an illusion in Sri Krsna’s innate potency, Sri Radha and the 
Vrajasundaris, that they always consider themselves to be other 


~ 639 ~ 


Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


men’s adulterous wives and Krsna to be their paramour. Sri 
Krsna in return also considers them to be other men’s wives. 

In this way Yogamaya assists Sri Krsna and His energies in 
relishing the mellows of transcendental pastimes by covering 
over their awareness of Their true divine status. 

There is no pastime that cannot be accomplished by Sri 
Krsna, the master of yoga, who possesses inconceivable 
opulences, but due to the great sweetness of His pastimes, He 
forgets His own status and simply relishes the mellows of pure 
love. Because Yogamaya accomplishes this work, she is said to 
be able to accomplish the impossible. 

In this way, the pastimes of pure love are possible only in 
Vraja-dhama and therefore this Vraja-dhama is superior in 
sweetness to all holy abodes. 

And again, according to the particular love of His 
companions, Sri Krsna performs a particular pastime: tatrapi 
rasa visesa visista parikara vaisistyendvirbhdva vaisistyani 
drsyate (Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu) 

One of the companions who nourish and create these kinds 
of wonderfully relishable pastimes is Nandimukhi. Accepting 
the role of one of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna’s friends in Their sweet 
and relishable pastimes, Nandimukhi constantly causes the 
ocean of Their erotic bliss to swell and increase and she herself 
is also constantly lost in swimming in this ocean of bliss and 
relish. 

Just as the brahmana-lad Madhumangala plays a special role 
amongst the cowherd boys, similarly the adolescent brahmana- 
girl Nandimukhi plays a special assisting role amongst the 
sakhis in many different relishable pastimes. 
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All this can be beautifully experienced by reading lila- 
granthas _ like Sri Govinda-Lilamrta and Sri Krsna- 
Bhavanamrta”. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I lovingly praise this Nandimukhi!" 


vrajera mahima suni avanti chadiyd; 
vraje vasa kore yei gune mugdha hoiya 
navina yugalera srngara rasa keli; 
vardhana korena yini hoiya kutiholt 
vrajete vikhyata nama sei ‘nandimukhi; 
vandana koribo ami hoiya bodo sukhi 


"In great joy I will praise Nandimukhi, who is very famous in 
Vraja and who left her native place Avantipura to move to Vraja, 
after having heard of its glories and thus becoming enchanted 
by them, and who eagerly increases the blissful erotic pastimes 
of the Adolescent Pair." 


VERSE 35: 


muda radha-krsna-pracura-jala-keli rasa-bhara- 
skhalat-kastiri-tad-ghusrna-ghana-carcarcita-jala 
pramodat tau phana-smita-muditam airmi-sphuta-kara- 
sriya sificantiva prathayatu sukham nas taranija 


muda - happily; radha-krsna - Radha-Krsna; pracura - abundant; 


jalakelt - water sports; rasabhara - filled with rasa; skhalat - falling; 
kastiirt - musk; tat - Their; ghusrna - vermilion; ghana - deep; carca - 


22 Unfortunately we cannot elaborate on these pastimes, being afraid 
that our book will become too large. 
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unguents; arcita - worshipped; jala - water; pramodat - out of 
jubilation; tau - they; phena - foam; smitam - smile; uditam - arises; 
tirmi - waves; sphuta - manifest; kara - hands; sriyd - with beauty; 
sificanti - sprinkles; iva - as if, prathayatu - may expand; sukham - 
happiness; nah - of us; taranija - the daughter of the sun. 


May Yamuna, the daughter of the sun, whose waters 
are muddled and scented by the musk and vermilion that 
is washed off Radha and Krsna’s bodies as They play 
great rasika-water sports there; who blissfully and mildly 
smiles at Them with the smile of her foam and who softly 
splashes Them with the hands of her waves, expand my 
happiness! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises the most fortunate daughter of the sun Sri Yamuna. aho 
abhagyan tasya na pitam yamund-jalam. go gopa gopikd sange 
yatra kridati kamsaha. yamunda-jala_ kallole sada kridati 
mdadhava iti (Padma Purana) "O how unfortunate are they who 
do not drink the water of the Yamuna, where Karhsa’s enemy 
Krsna eternally sports with the cows, cowherd boys and 
cowherd girls." " 

Madhava eternally plays in the billowing waters of the 
Yamuna. Because the verb ‘kridati’ is in the present tense, it 
proves the eternality of Sri Krsna’s pastimes in the Yamuna. 

The holy dhama is transcendental, beyond the mundane 
creation, devoid of any material element, all-pervading, 
omnipresent and great — 

sarvaga ananta vibhu kriina tanu sama (C.C.) 

Actually the Yamuna is not just a river filled with water, 
which is one of the five material elements. She carries 
transcendental nectar. The Lord says in the Brhad-Gautamiya 
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Tantra- pafica yojanam evdsti vanan me deha-riipakam; 
kdlindiyam susumnakhya paramamrta vahini 

"This Vrndavana, which extends over an area of ten miles, is 
My very body and the Yamuna, which carries the topmost 
divine nectar, is its spine." 

This Yamuna, the carrier of the greatest nectar, is always 
absorbed in the mellows of the ecstatic service to Sri Krsna and 
exists in Vrndavana as the object of His great love. From the 
words of the Sri Vrajasundaris, we also learn how Yamuna and 
other rivers carry a sweet kind of love for Krsna: 


nadyas tada tad upadharya mukunda gitam 
avarta laksita manobhava bhagna vegah 
dlingana sthagitam tirmibhujair murarer 
grhnanti pada-yugalam kamalopaharah 


(Bhagavata 10.21.15) 


"O sakhis! When the Yamuna, Manasa Ganga and other 
rivers hear the flute song of Mukunda their minds are 
enchanted and this causes their waves to stop moving and to 
form whirlpools. They use their arm-like waves to embrace 
Madana-Mohana’s lotus feet and offer lotus flowers to them, 
carrying His lotus feet on their bodies." 

Just as the loving devotees perform krsna-bhajana 
themselves and thus increase the devotion of the devotees who 
have taken shelter of them, similarly, Yamuna herself is 
relishing the bliss of Krsna’s service and in this way also 
increasing the devotion of the devotees. 
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Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: 


mathurena mandalena carunabhimandita premanaddha 
vaisnavadhva vardhanaya pandita 
armi dorvilasa padmanabha pada vandini mam pundatu 
sarvadaravinda-bandhu nandini 


(Stavamala) 


"May the daughter of the friend of the lotus flowers (the sun), 
who is beautifully decorated by the Vraja-mandala, who always 
increases the raga-bhakti of the loving Vaisnavas and who is 
dedicated to praising Padmanabha Ogu lotus feet with the 
arms of her waves, always purify me.' 

Sri Vrndavana’s river Sri Yamuna is Sri Krsna’s most lovely 
playground, and there is no comparison to her wealth of natural 
beauty. From the descriptions in Gopala Campi, we learn that 
Sri Nanda and the Vrajavasis decided to abandon Gokula when 
they saw that different demons and monsters were constantly 
threatening Sri Krsna. When they came to the bank of the 
Yamuna in Sri Vrndavana, the beauty of Vindavana attracted 
Sri Krsna’s heart even more. 


rama-krsnau ca baddha trsnavasadi tatiropakanthavutkanthaya 
bhuvi sakatad utplutau pluta samplutahvanatah sukha samanvitam 
sakhinanvagvidhaya pratyagram api pratyagrayamana-vaicitri- 
gahanam gahanam avagahamanau savydpasavyayoh pasyantau 
carana caritam evacaritavantau. tada kim anyad varnaniyam 
samastam vrndavanam api krsnena sprstam hrstam eva nirniya 
paramrstam. tatra ca- 
yad ganam vipinasya kokila kale nrtyam lata vibhrame 
romnam utthitam ankure ca kavitam yogyan nidandad rte 
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tan mithya yadi krsna sangati vasat tasmins tatha varnyate 
satyam tarhi sadapi tat tad akhilam yasmaddaridrsyate 


(Pirva Campih 9.63) 


"When Nanda and the other cowherders came to Vrndavana 
in their bullock-carts, they were very eager to see Vindavana’s 
beauty. Eagerly, Krsna and Balarama jumped from the cart and 
loudly called Their friends. They ran forwards and plunged into 
the ocean of Vrndavana’s natural beauty, looking left and right 
in blissful astonishment as They wandered around. Vrndavana 
reciprocated by horripilating of ecstasy when being touched by 
Sri Krsna’s lotus feet." 

This is only relishable for the rasika-devotees when it is 
confined to a poet’s poetic descriptions such as: 

"The cuckoos sang in the fifth note, the vines playfully 
danced in the wind and the sprouts showed goose bumps of 
ecstasy". 

Actually there is no reality in this at all. As soon as it becomes 
‘linked’ to Sri Krsna the poetry of the poet crystallises and 
reveals the real beauty of Vrndavana to the eyes." 

In His pauganda-age (5-10 years), Sri Krsna chose the most 
enchanting bank of the Yamuna to have a picknick with His 
friends. 

This is described in Srimad Bhagavata: 

aho'ti ramyam pulinam vayasyah 
sua keli sampan mrdulaccha balukam 
sphutat saro gandha hrtali patrika 


dhvani pratidhvana lasad drumakulam 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.5) 


~ 645 ~ 


Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"O friends! How enchanting is this beach! Everything 
required for our games can be found here! There is soft and 
clear sand here, the bees are buzzing, being attracted to the 
fragrance of the blooming lotus flowers, and there are rows of 
trees here that are filled with birds whose songs echo all over 
the place!" 

In Krsna’s kaisora-age (10-15), the bank of the Yamuna was 
the place where the crown jewel of all of Krsna’s pastimes, the 
Rasa-lila, took place. 


tah samadaya kalindya nivisya pulinam vibhuh. 
vikasat kunda mandara surabhyanila sat-padam 
Saraccandramsu sandoha dhwasta dosatamah sivam. 
krsnaya hasta taralacita komala balukam 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.32.11-12) 


"Desiring to enjoy the Rasa-lild, Sri Krsna took the gopis 
along to the bank of the Yamuna, where the autumnal moon 
extended his soft rays and removed the darkness of night, where 
the wind carried the fragrance of blooming Kunda- and 
Mandara-flowers that attracted the humming bees that 
wandered from flowerbunch to flowerbunch, and where the 
soft sand of the beach is equally spread out by Yamuna’s wave- 
like hands." 

After performing the most rasika-Sri-Sri Rasa-lila on the 
bank of the Yamuna, Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava performed water 
sports in her waters with the gopis. S1i-S11 Radha-Madhava 
played extensively in the water like a mad elephant and she- 
elephant, and so the water of the Yamuna became muddled and 
scented with the vermilion, musk and sandalwood pulp that was 
washed off Their bodies. With a most blissful heart Yamuna 
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attended the water sports of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their 
gopi-friends and sprinkled Their bodies with the hands of her 
waves, that were beautified with the smile of her foam. 

Sripada Raghunatha dasa says: "May that daughter of the 
sun, Kalindi, increase the wealth of my ecstatic love". 

Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written: kdlindi salile 
ca tat kuca-tatt kasturika pankile sndyari sndyam aho 
kudehaja-malam jahyam kada nirmalah (Radha Rasa 
Sudhanidhi 60) 

"When will I wash off the dirt from my dirty body (and my 
identification with it) while repeatedly bathing in the water of 
the Kalindi, which is muddled by the musk coming from Sri 
Radharani’s nipples, and be blessed by relishing the mellows of 
devotion with a pure heart and deep absorption in my siddha- 
svartipa>" 


paraspara Gnandete sri radha govinda 
yamunaya jala keli korile drambha 
kasturt kunkuma candana duhun anga hoite; 
skhalita hoiya pade jala pravahete 
anande phena riipa mrdu manda hasye; 
taranga ripa hasta dvara ativa ullase 
§ri radha govinde yiho abhiseka kore; 
bhagyavatt pravahini sei to yamunda; 
sukha sampad vrddhi koro ei to prarthana 


"May the fortunate river Yamuna, who is also known as 
Kalindi, the daughter of the sun, where Sri Radha-Govinda 
blissfully begin Their water sports; whose current washes the 
vermilion, musk and sandal paste off Their bodies and who 
most blissfully sprinkles Sri Radha-Govinda with the hands of 
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her waves, increase the wealth of my ecstatic love - this is my 
prayer!" 


VERSE 36: 


sarvananda-kadambakena harina prag yacita apy amth 
svairam caru riramsaya rahasi yah krodhad anadrtya tam 
prana-prestha-sakhim nijam anudinam tenaiva sardharh muda 
radham sarnramayanti tah priya-sakhi mirdhna prapadyetaram 


sarvananda - all-blissful; kadambakena - by an abundance; harinad 
- by Hari; prag - before; ydcita - begged; api - even; amih - them; 
svairam - own; caru - lovely; riranisayd - with the desire to make love; 
rahasi - in private; yah - who; krodhdad - out of anger; anddrtya - have 
disrespected; tam - Her; prana - life-airs; prestha - beloved; sakhim - 
girlfriend; nijam - own; anudinam - every day; tena - by him; eva - 
certainly; sarddham - along with; muda - gladly; radham - Radha; 
sariramayanti - makes love; tah - they; priya - beloved; sakhih - 
girlfriends; miirdhna - on the head; prapadyetaram - follow. 


I carry Sri Radha’s dear most girlfriends, who blissfully 
make Sri Radhika everyday meet Sri Hari, the reservoir 
of all transcendental bliss, although He _ previously 
begged them for separate personal meetings with Him, 
on my head. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Sri Radha’s sakhis. 

ytithayos tu yayoh santi koti-sankhyad mrgi-drsah (Ujjvala 
Nilamani) "There are millions of doe-eyed sakhis in the parties 
of both Radha and Candravali." 
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Following this statement of Ujjvala Nilamani, it is impossible 
to praise the innumerable different sakhis of Sri Radha by 
name, so they are praised collectively in this verse. 

The love of the gopikas is completely devoid of desires for 
personal happiness. 


atma-sukha duhke gopira nahika vicara; 

krsna sukha hetu cesta mano vyavahara. 
krsna lagi ara saba kori parityaga; 

krsna sukha hetu kore suddha anuraga 


(C.C.) 


"The gopis don’t bother about their own happiness or 
distress. Their thoughts and endeavours are just fixed on 
Krsna’s happiness. For Krsna’s sake, they have given up 
everything else. For Krsna’s pleasure, they love Him with pure 
passion." 

yad asyam krsna saukhyartham eva kevalam udyamah 
(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu) 

"All their activities are performed simply for Krsna’s 
pleasure." 

Just as Sri Radha and the Vrajasundaris only desire the 
happiness of Sri Krsna, similarly, Sri Radha’s girlfriends only 
desire the happiness of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna. 

The love of those who desire the sweet amorous mood of a 
Yithesvari (gopi-groupleader), who is a ndyikd-bhdvavati 
(amorous heroine) is known as sakhi bhdva. The sakhis are 
happy when they can arrange for the meeting with their own 
Yithesvari with Krsna; they do not desire independent 
meetings with Him. 
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sakhira svabhava eka akathya kathana; 
krsna saha nija lilaya nahi sakhira mana 
krsna saha radhikara lila ye koraya; 
nija keli hoite tahe koti sukha paya 
radhara svariipa - krsna prema kalpalata; 
sakhi gana hoy tara pallava puspa pata 
krsna-lilamrta yadi latake sittcaya; 
nija seka hoite pallavadyera koti sukha hoy 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 8) 


"The nature of the sakhis is really indescribable - they do not 
desire personal pastimes with Krsna. They find millions of 
times more happiness in the pastimes they arrange between 
Radhika and Krsna than in their own pastimes with Krsna. 
Radha is by nature a wishyielding vine of love for Krsna and the 
sakhis are the tender leaves and flowers on this vine. When the 
nectar of Krsna’s pastimes is sprinkled on this vine, it pleases 
the leaves and flowers millions of times more than if they were 
sprinkled themselves." 


sakhyah sri radhikaya vraja kumuda vidhor hladini nama gakteh 
saramsa-premavalyah kisalaya-dala puspadi tulyah svatulyah 
siktayamn krsna lilamrta rasa nicayair ullasantyam amisyan 

jatollasah svasekacchata gunam adhikam santi yat tan na citram 


(Govinda Lilamrta 10.16) 


(Nandimukhi told Vrnda:) "These girlfriends, who are equal 
to Sri Radhika, are the pleasure potency (hlddini-sakti) of Sri 
Krsna, Who is like the moon for the lily-like gopis. The essence 
of this potency is prema, love of God. This love is personified 
by Sri Radha and they are the sprouts, leaves and flowers of this 


~ 650 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


vine. When this love-vine is sprinkled by the nectar of Krsna’s 
pastimes, they become a hundred times happier than if they 
would be sprinkled themselves! This is not so astonishing!" 


nirupadhi priti-para sadrsi sukha duhkayoh 
vayasya bhavad anyonya hrdayajiia sakhi bhavet 


(Alankara Kaustubha 5.279) 


"They who have dedicated themselves to causeless love, 
who are equal and happiness and distress and who know each 
other’s hearts due to their loving mutual friendship, are called 


sakhis." 


svatmano pyadhikam prema kurvananyo’nyam acchalam 
visrambhini vayo-vesadibhis tulya sakhi mata 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Diti Prakarana 70) 


"They who love each other greatly and unambiguously, who 
can trust each other completely, and who are equal in age and 
dress are called each others’ girlfriends." 

Vrndavanesvari Radha has five kinds of sakhis: 

sakhis, nitya-sakhis, prana-sakhis, priya-sakhis and parama- 
prestha sakhis. 

Kusumika, Vindhya, Dhanistha and others are sakhis, 
Kasturi, Mani Majjari and others are nitya-sakhis, Sasimukhi, 
Vasanti and others are prana-sakhis, Kurangiksi, Sumadhya 
and others are priya-sakhis and Lalita, Visakha and others are 
parama-prestha-sakhis. 

In previous verses Sri Raghunatha has praised the sakhis like 
Lalita, Visakha and Dhanistha, and after this verse he will also 
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praise the majijarts, who are nitya-sakhis and prana-sakhis. 
Therefore, in this verse, he praises all of Sri VrndavaneSvari’s 
different other sakhis collectively. 

The joyful meeting between Sri Krsna and $1i Radha is the 
pinnacle of bliss to them. They do not covet personal meetings 
with Sri Krsna. If by chance such a situation arises, in other 
words, if Sri Krsna privately expresses His desire for intimacy 
with them, then they disrespect Him with loving anger and float 
in an ocean of bliss while arranging for the meeting of Sri 
Radhika and Sri Krsna. Sripada 

Raghunatha says: "I always carry these dear most girlfriends 
of Sri Radha on my head." 


sarvananda sri govinda ekanta nirjane; 
svacchanda vihara lagi kore nivedane 
kintu yara pranaya kope kore pratyakhyana; 
Sri radhaya milaiya ullasita hon 
pranadhika srt radhara sei sakhigane; 
mastake bohon kori ati harsa mane 


"With a blissful mind I carry Sri Radha’s heart-friends, who 
may be petitioned in private by the all-blissful Sri Govinda for 
free enjoyment, but who will then refuse Him with loving anger 
and blissfully arrange for His meeting with Sri Radha instead, 
on my head." 
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VERSE 37: 


premna ye paribantanena kalitah seva-sadaivotsukah 

kurvanah paramadarena satatarh dasa vayasyopamah | 

varnsi-darpana-diitya-vari-vilasat-tambiala-vinadibhih 
pranesam paritosayanti paritas tan patri-mukhyan bhaje 


premna - with love; ye - who; paribantanena - by dividing; kalitah 
- accepted; sevadh - devotional service; sada - always; eva - only; 
utsukah - eager; kurvanah - doing; paramadarena - with the greatest 
respect; satatam - constantly; dasa - servants; vayasya - friend; 
upamah - comparing; vamsi - flute; darpana - mirror; ditya - 
message-carrying; vari - water; vilasat - shining; tambila - betel 
leaves; vind - a stringed instrument; a@dibhih - and through other 
means; pranesam - the Lord of their life; paritosayanti - they please; 
paritah - everywhere; tan - they; patri - Patri; mukhyan - leading; 
bhaje - I worship. 


I worship Sri Krsna’s servants, headed by Patri, who 
always please Him by handing Him His flute, a mirror, 
water, camphor-scented betel leaves, by playing the Vina 
(a stringed instrument) or by carrying messages for Him; 
who have lovingly divided all these services amongst 
each other; who are most affectionally dedicated to the 
service of the Lord of their lives with body, mind and 
words and who are equal to His friends, although they 
are always eager to serve Him. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 


Raghunatha praises Raktaka, Patraka and all the other servants 
of Krsna in Vraja. 
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dasds tu prasritds tasya nidesa vasa vartinah. visvastah 
prabhutajnana vinamrita dhiyas ca te (Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 
3.2.16) 

"The servants keep their eyes lowered, follow the orders of 
the Lord, are trustworthy, and have a very humble attitude, 
considering Krsna to be their Lord." 

According to Srila Ripa Gosvamipada, Sri Krsna has four 
kinds of servants - adhikrta, asrita, pdrisada and anuga. catur 
dhami adhikrtasrita parisadanugah (ibid,18). 

Brahma, Mahadeva and Indra are amongst the adhikrta- 
dasas. There are three kinds of dsritas: saranya, jfidnicara and 
seva-nistha. 

Kaliya and the kings who were imprisoned by Jarasandha are 
among the saranyas, Saunaka and other sages are among the 
jidnicaras, Candradhvaja, Harihaya, Bahulasva, Iksvaku, 
Srutadeva and Pundarika are among the sevd-nisthas and 
Uddhava, Daruka and Jaitra are among the pdrisadas. 

There are two kinds of anugas: those in Dvaraka and those 
in Vraja. Sucandra and Mandana are among the servants in 
Dvaraka, and Raktaka, Patraka, Patri, Madhukantha, 
Madhuvrata, Rasala, Suvilasa, Premakanda, Marandaka, 
Ananda, Candrahasa, Payoda, Bakula, Rasada and Sarasa are 
some of Krsna’s servants in Vraja. Their forms are just as 
beautiful as their names — 


manimaya vara mandanojjvalangan 

purata java madhulit patira bhasah 
nija vapur anuripa divya vastran 

vrajapati nandana kitkaran namami 


(Bhakti Rasaimrta Sindhu 3.2.43) 
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"I offer my obeisances unto Sri Nanda-Nandana’s servants, 
whose bodies are brightened by shimmering jewelled 
ornaments, who possess enchanting complexions of gold, Java- 
flowers (blood-red), bumblebees, sandalwood and others and 
who are beautified by divine garments exactly fitting their 
bodies." 


Their service is also full of eagerness: 


drutam kuru pariskrtam bakula! pita pattamsukam varair agurubhir 
jalan racaya vasitam varida 
rasdla parikalpayor agalata dalair vitikah paraga patali gavam 
digam arundha paurandarim 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.2.44) 


"O Bakula! Quickly wash this yellow silken dhoti! O Varida! 
Scent this water with the most excellent aguru-perfume! O 
Rasala! Prepare betel leaves, for the eastern direction is 
covered with dust thrown up by the hooves of the cows!" 

Because the service of the servants in Vraja is full of deep 
affection, Sripada Dasa Gosvami has called them 
vayasyopamah, "just like friends". 

According to Srila Ripa Gosvamipada, the sthayi-bhava of 
dasya-rasa is sambhrama-priti, and he has defined that 
sambhrama-priti as follows: 

sambhramah prabhuta jrdnat kampas cetasi sdadarah. 
anenaikyan gata pritih sambhrama-pritir ucyate. esd rase’tra 
kathita sthayi-bhavatayd budhaih (B.R.S. 3.2.76) 

"When the heart trembles out of respect for the Lord, it is 
called sambhrama, and the love that attains oneness with this is 
called sambhrama-priti. This sambhrama-priti is called the 
sthayi-bhawa of this rasa (ddsya-rasa)." 
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It is therefore certain that there is some awe and reverence 
in ddsya rasa. But Srimat Jiva Gosvami has written — 

srt vraja-sthanam tu madhuryaikamaya eva. athdpyesam 
priter bhaktitvam sri gopardja kumdra parama_ guna 
prabhavatvadi naivadara sambhavat. 

"But the sthayi-bhava of the servants in Vraja consists of 
service rendered only in a mood of sweetness". 

One may argue here: "Without some feeling of awe and 
reverence, a servant-attitude can simply not come to pass. If 
there is no feeling in the servants of Vraja that Krsna is the 
Lord, then how can their désya-bhakti be accomplished?" 

For this reason Sri Jiva says; "Although they feel a sweet love 
for Krsna, their service attitude is accomplished because they 
honour Krsna as the son of the king of Vraja, who is very 
qualified and powerful." 

Not one of the Vrajavasis can see Krsna as God. In dasya- 
rasa, there is some respect for Him, though, as the son of the 
king, therefore Sri Raghunatha das Gosvami has called them 
vayasya-tulya or equal to His friends. 

They lovingly divide the services for Krsna amongst each 
other: such as handing Him His flute or His mirror, carrying 
messages for Him, serving Him water or camphor-scented 
betel leaves or by playing the Vina for Him. 

In this way, they accomplish Krsna’s satisfaction. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship these servants, headed by 
Patri, who are always eager to render devotional service." 


premavese krsna-sevd kore ratri dine; 
paraspara seva karya koriya bantane 
vansi, darpana, ditya-kriyd, karpira, tambila; 
paricaryd kore yara samayanukila 
suvasita jala bhogya upakarana yoto; 
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vind-vadya yantra yaha krsna abhimata 
krsnera marama bujhi paricarya kore; 
bhagyavan krsna dasa brahmanda bhitore 
sei vayasya tulya patri adi dasa gana; 
sarvada bhajibo ami ei mora mana 


"I wholeheartedly worship Patri and the other servants of Sri 
Krsna, who lovingly engage in Krsna’s service day and night and 
who have divided these services amongst each other. They hand 
Him His flute and His mirror, carry messages for Him and 
serve Him camphor and betel leaves as is fit for the time of the 
day or year. They give Him enjoyable things like scented water 
and play the Vina exactly as Krsna likes it. They serve Krsna 
perfectly because they know exactly how He feels. These 
servants of Krsna, who are comparable to His friends, are the 
most fortunate creatures of the world!!" 


VERSE 38: 


tambialarpana-pada-mardana-payo-danabhisaradibhir 
vrndaranya-mahesvarim priyataya yas tosayanti priyah | 
prana-prestha-sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita-bhimikah 
keli-bhimisu ripa-mafijari-mukhas ta dasikah sarnsraye 


tambila - betel leaves; arpana - offering; pdda - feet; 
mardana - massaging; payah - water; dana - giving; abhisara - 
love-journey; ddibhih - and with various other things; 
urndaranya - Vrndavana; mahesvarin - the great queen; 
priyatayd - out of love; yah - who; tosayanti - please; priyah - 
beloveds; prana - life; prestha - beloved; sakhi-kulad - than all 
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the girlfriends; api - even; kila - certainly; asankocita - free from 
hesitation; bhiimikah - the objects; keli - play; bhiimisu - on the 
grounds; riipa manjart mukhah - headed by Ripa Majijari; ta - 
they; dasikah - maidservants; samsraye - I take shelter. 


"I take shelter of Sri Radhika’s maidservants, headed 
by Rupa Manjari, who always engage in serving betel 
leaves, massaging the feet, serving water, and arranging 
for the Divine Couple’s secret trysts. These maidservants 
are even more dear to the great Queen of Vrndaranya 
(Sri Radhika) than the prana-prestha-sakhis (the 
girlfriends who are dearer to Her than life), and She is 
therefore not at all shy before them!" 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada Dasa 
Gosvami praises the maiijaris, the maidservants of Sri Radha 
who have a greater love for Radha and who are led by Ripa 
Maiijari. 

Of the aforementioned five kinds of sakhis, they are the 
prana-sakhis and the nitya-sakhis. 


yah ptirvan prana-sakhyas ca nitya sakhyas ca kirtitah. 
sakhi-snehadhika jneyds ta evatra manisibhih 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 134) 
"The sakhis who I previously glorified as prana-sakhis and 


nitya-sakhis are considered to be more affectionate towards the 
heroine." 
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tadtyatabhimaninyo yah snehan sarvadasritah. 
sakhyam alpadhikan krsnat sakhi snehadhikam tu tah 


(ibid. 131) 


"Any sakhi who thinks ‘we are yours’, who thus always shows 
affection for Sri Radha, and who has a little more affection for 
Sri Krsna’s beloved Sri Radha than for Sri Krsna Himself, is 
called sakhi-snehadhika." 


Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has given this example: 


viramatu tava urnde diitya caturya carya 
sahacari vinivrtya bruhi gosthendra siinum 

visama visadhareyam sarvarit pravrsenya 

katham iha girikunje bhirur esa praheya 


(Ujjvala Nilamani Sakhi Prakarana 132) 


"One of Sri Radha’s foremost prana-sakhis forbade Vrnda to 
send Her on Her love-journey, saying: “O friend Vrnde! Let 
your clever message-carrying rest here! Go away from here and 
tell Gosthendra-Nandana that this is a monsoon-night and 
there are poisonous snakes slithering around! How can we send 
our frightened friend Sri Radha to that mountain-cave? He is 
able to defeat snakes like Kaliya, so let Him come this way 
Himself in secret!" 

These prana-sakhis and nitya-sakhis, who have a greater love 
for Radha, are known as manjaris. Although they belong to the 
five classes of sakhis they are maidservants who are always 
engaged in the service of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava. Hence it is 
said: 
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tambilarpana —pdda-mardana__ payodanabhisaradibhir 
orndaranya mahesvarim priyatayd yds tosayanti priyah 

"By offering Her betel leaves, massaging Her feet, giving Her 
water and escorting Her on Her love-journeys, they always 
satisfy the great queen of Vrndivana!" 

Srila Thakura Mahasaya has written: 


caudike sakhira majhe,  radhikara ingite, 
ciruni loiya kore dhari 

kutila kuntala sab, vithariya aicarab 
bondibo vicitra kavart 


"While Iam surrounded by sakhis, I take a comb in my hand, 
and on Her indication, I start to comb all of Radhika’s curly 
hairs with a comb, binding it into a wonderful braid." 


mrgamada malayaja, sab ange lepabo, 
poraibo manohara hara 

candana kunkume, tilaka bonaibo, 
herabo mukha sudhakara 


"I will anoint Her whole body with musk and sandalwood 
pulp and adorn Her with an enchanting necklace. I will make a 
tilaka for Her with sandalwood pulp and vermilion and look at 
Her moon-like face." 


nila pattambara, yatane poraibo, 
paye dibo ratana matijire 
bhrngarera jale, anega carana dhoyaibo, 


muchaibo apana cikure 
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"I will diligently dress Her in Her blue silken sadz and place 
jewelled anklebells on Her feet. I will wash Her reddish feet 
with water from a jug and dry them off with my hairs." 


kusuma komala dale, Seja vichaibo, 
sayana korabo donhakare 
dhavala camara ani, mrdu mrdu vijabo, 
charamita duhuka Sartre 


"I will make a bed of soft flower petals for Them both and 
then I will make Them lie down, bring a white whisk-fan and 
start softly fanning Their exhausted bodies." 


kanaka samputa kori, karptra tambila bhori, 
yogaibo donhara vadane 
adhara sudharase, tambila suvase, 


bhokhabo adhika yatane 
(Prarthana) 


"I will fill a golden box with camphor and betel leaves and 
place these delicacies in Their mouths. Afterwards I will enjoy 
even more diligently after Their lip-nectar has scented these 
betel leaves." 

The mafijaris consist of nothing but the transcendental 
mellow of devotional service. Their hearts are dedicated to 
devotional service, and without service they do not know 
anything else. Because of their steadiness and fixation in the 
mellow of service, we can see that they are even more trusted 
by the Yugala in Their coming and going to Their private places 
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of kufija-vildsa than the sama-sneha® parama-prestha-sakhis 
like Sri Lalita. 

prana prestha sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita bhiimikah keli 
bhiimisu. The purport of this is that all the five kinds of sakhis 
that we have discussed in the past are happy to arrange for Sri 
Radharani’s meeting with Sri Krsna and none of them either 
desire or endeavour to have independent meetings with Him. 
Nevertheless Sri Radha sometimes desires to arrange for Sri 
Krsna to have intercourse with Lalita and the sakhis - 


yadyapi sakhira krsna sangame nahi mana; 
tathapi radhika yatne koraya sangama 
nana chale krsne preri sai.gama koraya; 
atma-krsna-sanga hoite koti sukha paya 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Chapter 8) 


"Although the sakhis have no interest in personal intercourse 
with Krsna, still Radhika carefully arranges for their meetings 
with Him. With different pretexts, She urges Krsna to have 
intercourse with them and thus She attains millions of times 
more happiness than if She would personally unite with Krsna." 

But although the majijarvs are in the class of the sakhis, they 
never have sexual intercourse with Krsna, due to their fixation 
in a pure service-attitude. Even if Sri Krsna makes a pass at 
them or even if their own YatheSvaris are eager for them to do 
this, they never desire personal intercourse with Sri Krsna. 


ananya sri radha padakamala dasyaika rasadhi 
hareh sage rangam svapana samaye na’pi dadhati 


23 sama-sneha sakhis have equal affection for Radha and Krsna. ed. 
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balat krsna kitrpasakabhidi kim apy dcarati ka- 
py udasrur meveti pralapati mamatma ca hasati 


(Vindavana Mahimamrta 16,94) 


"The maidservants, who are exclusively devoted to the 
service of Sri Radha’s lotus feet, which are like an ocean of 
nectar, do not enjoy with Sri Hari even in their dreams. When 
Krsna forcibly pulls at their bodices, they cry out: “No, no!’, 
while Radhika watches and laughs." 

By laughing, Sri Radha shows that she approves of Sri Krsna’s 
actions. 

In his Ananda-Candrika-tika of Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, 
Nayaka-Sahaya-Bheda-prakarana, verse 15, Srimat Visvanatha 
Cakravartipada has written — 

yadyapi sakhyo hi sva sva yiithesvarinam sri radhadinam eva sri 
krsnanga satga-sukhena sukhinyah na tu svadsam, tad api tah 
samanyato dvidha bhavati - prema-saundarya-vaidagdhyadinam 
adhikyena sri krsnasyati lobhaniya gatryas tesam nytinatvena 
tasyanati-lobhaniya gatryas ca. tata eva sva_ yithesvarinam 
apyagrahadhikyac ca kadacit sri krsnaiga sanga sprhavatyo’pi 
bhavanti, tas ca lalitadyah parama prestha sakhydadayah. uttaram tu 
tad dvayabhavat kadapi krsnanga sanga sprhavatyo na bhavanti, tas 
ca kasturyadayo nitya sakhyah 

"Although the sakhis are happy when they can arrange for 
the meetings of their Yathesvaris with Sri Krsna and do not 
desire the bliss of personal union with Him, still we can 
generally distinguish two kinds of them. To the first belong 
those who have bodies that are very attractive for Sri Krsna 
because they have more love, beauty and cleverness, and to the 
second belong those whose bodies are not so attractive to Him 
because they have less love, beauty etc. 
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Of them, the first are Lalita and other parama-prestha- 
sakhis, who desire bodily intercourse with Sri Krsna because of 
the great eagerness of their Yithesvaris, and the second group 
is never eager to meet with Krsna, even if He requests it and 
their Yuthesvaris are eager to accomplish their meetings also. 
They are the nitya-sakhis or majijaris like Kasturi." 

The purport of this is that, according to the kind and the 
amount of the devotees’ love, the Lord is greedy to taste the 
flavours of his/her love. The love of the sama-snehd-sakhis can 
allow their Yithesvari Radha to agree with their bodily 
intercourse with Sri Krsna, and the desire to unite with them 
may also awaken in the heart of Sri Krsna. 

But the love of the mafijaris, who are exclusively fixed in a 
service-attitude, will not make them desire to unite with Sri 
Krsna even in dreams, what to speak of in a wakeful state! 
Therefore Sri Krsna will also never desire to unite with them. 
If He requests them to unite with Him, than it is only an 
external show, or done as a joke, it is never real. 

Sri Radha’s efforts to make them unite with Krsna should 
similarly be seen as an external act or as a mere joke. 

Because of the complete purity of their attitude, Sri Radha 
has accepted the mafijaris as Her own Self, so that they 
automatically gain free access to all the places where the Sri 
Yugala meets and performs pastimes. 

The Sri Yugala considers them to be like the embodiments 
of Their absorption in Their erotic pastimes. Because of this 
exclusive privilege, the majijaris are situated in the highest 
position in the kingdom of prema. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas 
perform their bhajana in allegiance to them. This is the 
unprecedented merciful gift of Sriman Mahaprabhu. 
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Sri riipa manjari sara, Sri rati manjari ara, 
labanga manjart manjulali 

Sri rasa manjari sange, —_ kasturika adi range, 
prema seva kore kutithole 


"I will eagerly render loving service with Sri Ripa Maiijari, 
Sri Rati Majfijari, Labanga Majijari, Mafjulali Maiijari, Sri Rasa 
Maiijari, Kasturika and others. " 


e sab anuga hoiya, prema seva nibo caiyd, 
ingite bujhibo sab kaje. 
ripa gune dagamagi, sada hobo anuragi, 
vasati koribo sakhi majha 


"Following all of them, I will beg for devotional service, 
understanding what to do simply by receiving their hints. I will 
always float in the forms and attributes of the Divine Pair and 
live amongst the sakhis." 


orndavane dui jana, catur dike sakhigana 
samaya bujhiyad rasa sukhe 
sakhira ingita hobe, camara dhulabo kobe, 
tambila yogabo canda mukhe 


"The Divine Pair of Vrndavana is surrounded by Their 
girlfriends. Understanding the time has come, I will, by the 
indication of the sakhis, fan Them with a whisk-fan or place 
betel leaves in Their moon-like mouths in rasika-bliss." 


yugala carana sevi, nirantara ei bhavi, 
anuragi thakibo saday 
saddhane bhavibo yaha, — siddha dehe pabo taha, 
raga pathera ei se upaya 
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"I will always think about the lotus feet of the Yugala Kisora 
and remain passionately devoted to them. Whatever I think of 
during my practice I will get in my siddha-deha. These are the 
ways of raganuga bhakti." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of these 
maidservants of Sri Radha, headed by Ripa Maiijari!" 

In many ways and many places in this Stavavali, one can see 
Sri Raghunatha thus speaking of the Yugala-seva and Sri 
Riipanugatya-bhajana. All this will become known to us at the 
proper places. 


tambila dana, pada mardana, jala danadite; 
nitya abhisare radhaya kore paritrpte 
prana prestha yoto sakhi lalita pradhana; 
tanhddera ho’te yara sevdte pravind 
nihsankoca citte tai rahah keli sthane 
seva karye kore yara gamandgamane 
Sri riipa manijari adi radha dasigane; 
asraya loiya bhaji ei mora mane 


"In my mind I worship S17 Radha’s maidservants, headed by 
Sri Ripa Maiijari, who satisfy Her by serving Her betel leaves 
and water, massaging Her feet and escorting Her on Her love- 
journeys. They are even more expert in devotional service than 
S11 Radhika’s heart’s friends, headed by Lalita, and they can 
freely come and go in and out of the places, where the Divine 
Pair perform Their intimate pastimes, to render their services 
there." 
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VERSE 39: 


trnikrtya spharam sukha-jaladhi-saram sphutam api 
svakiyarh premnam ye bhara-nikara-namra muraripoh 
sukhabhasam sasvat prathayitum alarh praudha-kutukad 
ghatante tan dhanyan param iha bhaje madhava-ganan 


trnikrtya - making it insignificant like a blade of grass; spharam - 
increasing; sukha - bliss; jaladhi - ocean; sdram - essence; sphutan - 
fully blooming; api - even; svakiyam - own; premnam - with love; ye - 
what; bhara - filled; nikara - multitude; namra - humble; muraripoh 
- of Krsna; sukha - happiness; abhdsam - manifestation; sasvat - 
constantly; prathayitum - to manifest; alam - greatly; praudha - 
increased; kutukad - out of eagerness; yatah - from where; te - they; 
tan - them; dhanyan - the fortunate ones; param - greatly; iha - in 
Vraja; bhaje - | worship; madhava - Madhava; gandn - the group. 


I worship the most fortunate associates of Madhava, 
who consider the nectar of their own happiness to be as 
insignificant as blades of grass and who always humbly 
and lovingly strive to expand Krsna’s happiness. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises all the associates of Krsna in Vraja, both the 
famous and the less well-known. 

Forgetting all their desires for personal happiness they have 
dedicated their bodies, minds and hearts to Sri Krsna’s 
pleasure. 


yad dhamartha suhrt priyatma tanaya prandsayas tvat krte 
(Bhagavata 10.14.35) 
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"These Vrajavasis have engaged their bodies, homes, wealth, 
children and hearts all for Sri Krsna." 


nd gani Gpana duhka, sabe vanchi tara sukha, 


tara sukhe dmara tatparya 
(C.C.) 


"I do not count my own sorrow. I just desire His happiness. 
His happiness is my goal!" 

Only the Vrajavasis can say that, no one else. It is the nature 
of devotion that the devotees’ thoughts are centered around the 
Lord’s happiness. 


visayanukilyatmakas tadanukiilyanugata tat sprha tad anubhava 
hetukollasamaya jiiana visesah priyata 
(Priti Sandarbha - 61 Anuh) 


"To accomplish something favourable (i.e. happiness) for the 
object of love is the very life of love. The desire then awakens 
in the lover to arrange for anything which is favourable to the 
beloved’s happiness.” 

Then, when the devotee feels that Krsna is happy, he/she is 
also happy. The devotee has no independent desire for 
happiness. Above that, in Vraja-bhakti there is no awareness of 
the Lord’s opulence and majesty. All this prowess and majesty 
is forgotten, so according to his/her own relationship with the 
Lord, the devotee thinks: mora putra mora sakhaé mora prana- 
pati "He is my son, He is my friend, He is my lover." 

Then all kinds of anxiety about Krsna’s welfare awaken 
within the heart of the Vraja-lover. 

"How will I accomplish Sri Krsna’s happiness?" 
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The devotee’s consciousness is absorbed in this thought. 
Thus they consider their own happiness as insignificant as 
blades of grass and only show great endeavours to expand Sri 
Krsna’s_ happiness. Gradually their whole consciousness 
becomes centered around thoughts of Sri Krsna’s happiness, 
and they forget all about their own happiness. Hence the 
mahdjanas have said: 


vrajera visuddha prema, 
yeno jambunada hema, 
atma sukha yaha nahi gandha 


(C.C.) 


"The love of Vraja is as pure as Jambunada-gold - there is not 
even a whiff of personal happiness here." 

Just as there is no stain in Jambunada-gold, there is also no 
stain in the love of Vraja, that is completely unmotivated and 
free from desires for personal happiness. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship these fortunate 
associates of Sri Krsna!" 

Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati has shown a certain 
distinction between the different devotees who perform 
bhajana in allegiance to the Lord’s associates in Vraja- 
dhanyo loke mumuksur hari bhajana paro dhanya dhanyas tato’sau 

dhanyo yah krsna padambuja rati paramo rukminiga priyo'tah 

yasodeya priyo’tah subala-suhrt ato gopi-kanta priyo’tah 


Sri vrndavanesvaryati rasa vivasaradhakah sarva mirdhni 


(Sri Vindavana Mahimamrta 2.34) 
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"Those who desire liberation from this world are certainly 
fortunate; those who worship Lord Hari are more fortunate, 
and those who are most attached to Krsna’s lotus feet are again 
more fortunate. More fortunate than them are the beloveds of 
the husband of Rukmini; more praiseworthy than them are the 
beloveds of the son of Yasoda; more fortunate than them are 
the beloveds of the friend of Subala, and again more fortunate 
than them are those who surrender to the worship of Gopijana- 
Vallabha (Krsna, the lover of the gopis). But above all of them 
are the worshippers of the most overwhelming supreme rasa of 
the Queen of Vrndavana. In other words: the devotees who are 
in the mood of $17 Radha’s maidservants!" 

Absorbed in the feelings of the Lord’s associates in Vraja, Sri 
Raghunatha desires their worship. 


trna tulya tuccha bhavi nija sukha yoto; 
prema bhare hoye yara sada avanata 
prananatha govindera sukha pusti tare; 
satata Gnanda mane koto yatna kore 
Sri krsnera parivara dhanya bhaktagane; 
bhajana koribo sada ei mora mane 


"I always yearn to worship the blessed devotees in Sri Krsna’s 
entourage, who consider any kind of personal happiness to be 
as insignificant as blades of grass; who always bow down in 
loving humility and who always ecstatically endeavour to 
nourish the happiness of the Lord of their lives, Govinda." 
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VERSE 40: 


tasyah ksanadarsanato mriyante 
sukhena tasyah sukhino bhavanti | 
snigdhah pararh ye krta-punya-punjah 
pranesvari-prestha-ganan bhaje tan 


tasyah - theirs; ksana - moment; adarganatah - from not seeing; 
mriyante - they are dying; sukhena - with happiness; tasyah - her; 
sukhina - happy; bhavanti - they are; snigdhah - pleasant; param - 
greatest; ye - who; krta - done; punya - grace, or merit; pufijah - 
abundance; pranesvari - queen of the heart; prestha - beloveds; ganan 
- the hosts; bhaje - I worship; tan - them. 


I worship Sri Radha’s beloved maidservants, who are 
like dead when they don’t see Her for even a moment; 
who consider themselves to be most happy when Sri 
Radha is happy; who are very softhearted and who have 
performed so many pious activities. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the most intimate friends of Srimati 
Radharani. 

Before this, all of Sri Radha’s girlfriends and maidservants 
have been praised. It seems that there is a special reason why 
they have been praised here with the words pranesvari 
presthaganan. 

First of all, these beloveds of Sri Radha are defined as 
follows: tasyah ksanddarsanato mriyante 

"When they don’t see Sri Radha for even a moment they are 
almost like dead." 
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In his Vrndavana-Mahimamrta —_(8.23-24) — Sripada 
Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written this about Sri Radha’s 
maidservants or mafijaris: 


ksanam carana vicchedyac chrisvaryah prana-harinim 
padaravinda samlagnatayaivaharnisam sthitam 
bahuna kin svakantena kridantyapi lata-grhe 
paryankadhisthapitan va vastrair vacchaditam kvacit 


"The maidservant feels like dying when she is separated from 
her Srisvari’s lotus feet for even a moment. She’s staying by Her 
lotus feet day and night. What more can I say? When Srimati 
enjoys with Her lover in the vine-cottage She seats Her 
maidservant on the bed or covers her with Her sheets!" 
Therefore, if they don’t see their Isvari for even a moment they 
are like dead. Their forms embody devotional service, and if 
they are deprived of that devotional service it is as if they lose 
their lives. 


radha padabja sevanya sprha kala-trayojjhitam 
radha priti sukhambhodhaw apare buditam sada 
radha padambujad anyat svapnante’pi na janatim 
radha sambandha samdhavat prema sindhaugha-malinim 


(Vimdavana Mahimamrta 8.35-36) 


"In past, present or future she does not covet anything else 
but Radha’s lotus feet and she’s always immersed in a boundless 
ocean of blissful love for Her. Even in dreams she doesn’t know 
anything else but Sri Radha’s lotus feet and she’s like a river 
that swiftly runs towards the ocean of Sri Radha!" Following 
these quotations we assume that the maiijaris, whose very 
hearts are dedicated to Sri Radha, are indicated in this verse. 
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Then again it is said: sukhena tasyah sukhino bhavanti 
"When Sri Radha is happy they are happy." Just as the buds 
(mafijaris) and fresh sprouts automatically blossom when a vine 
is sprinkled, the mafjaris or maidservants of S17 Radha blossom 
up with great bliss when the Radha-vine is sprinkled by the 
nectar of Sri Krsna’s nectarean pastimes. Sri Radha’s happiness 
and distress is reflected on them as if they are mirrors. 


patatyasre sasra bhavati pulake jata pulakah 
smite bhati smera sumalimani jate sumalinah 
anasvadya svalir mukuram abhiviksya sva vadanam 
sukham vd duhkam va kim api kathaniyam mrga dréah 


Sri Krsna says: "O fawn-eyed girls! As long as you did not 
meet your girlfriends you can see in the mirror whether you are 
happy or sad, but when your girlfriends stand before you, then 
what is the use of mirrors for you? They are just like mirrors 
themselves! When tears are falling from your eyes they also fall 
from their eyes, when you have goose pimples on your body, 
they also have them, when you laugh, they also laugh and when 
you are morose they are also sad!" In Sri Govinda Lilamrta 
(11.137) it is described: 


sprésati yadi mukundo radhikam tat sakhinam 

bhavati vapusi kampa sveda romatica vaspam 

adhara madhu mudasyas cet pibaty esa yatnad 
bhavati bata tad asa mattata citram etat 


"How amazing! When Mukunda touches Radhika, Her 
girlfriends cry of ecstasy and their bodies tremble, perspire, and 
are studded with goose pimples, and when Krsna blissfully 
drinks the honey of Radhika’s lips (by kissing Her), then they 
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all become mad!" Again, even after a long search one can not 
find any happiness comparable to the happiness the mafijaris 
feel when they behold the sweetness of S1i-Sit_ Radha- 
Madhava’s amorous pastimes through the windows of the 
kufija: 


radha nagara keli sagara nimagnali-drsam yat sukham 
no tal lesa lavayate bhagavatah sarvo’pi saukhyotsavah 


(Vindavana Mahimamrta 1.54) 


"The entire festival of bliss in the kingdom of God is not 
comparable to even a drop of the bliss the sakhis feel when their 
eyes drown in the ocean of Sri Radha’s lover’s pastimes." The 
maidservants can experience Sri Radharani’s happiness more 
than others. 

Finally it is said: snigdhah param ye krta punya puijah 
pranesvart prestha-ganan bhaje tan 

"I worship Pranesvari Sri Radha’s most beloved ones, who 
have very soft hearts and who have performed many pious 
activities." 

Because Sri Radha’s maidservants show the limit of 
selflessness, they are soft-hearted like no one else in the circle 
of sakhis. They are in name maiijart and in nature also manjart 
(buds). They will never allow the bumblebee to enjoy them. 
Just as the buds increase the bee’s thirst for the flowers by 
surrounding these flowers, similarly the mafijari-buds always 
increase Madhusidana’s (the Krsna-bee’s) thirst for the flower- 
like Sri Radha. 

Here they have been called krta-punya-punijah: girls who 
have performed many pious acts. But there is no kind of pious 
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merit that can bring about the good fortune of attaining the 
service of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava. 

In his Laghu-Tosani-takd on the final words ‘krta punya 
punjah’ of the Bhagavata-verse itthari sukham brahma- 
sukhanubhitya (10.12.11), Srimat Jiva Gosvami has written 

atas tebhyah sarvebhyah krta punya puija iti lokoktih. 
vastutastu krtandriv caritanam bhagavatah parama prasdda- 
hetutvena punyds cdravah puta yesam te ityarthah. punyas tu 
carvapityamarah: 

Sri Suka Muni repeatedly praised the cowherd boys who 
enjoyed with Sri Krsna as being more pious than the previously 
mentioned jfidnis, the devotees with a reverential service- 
attitude and those people who have taken shelter of maya. 

This is just a customary saying. Actually there is another 
meaning to the word punya (pious merit) and that is cdru or 
enchanting. This can be seen in the Amara-Kosa-dictionary. 
The word krta means ‘pastimes’ . 

In other words, S17 Krsna is completely controlled by those 
who can perform such enchanting pastimes with Him. Here 
also the mafjaris have been called krta-punya-pufijah because 
they are so fixed in a service attitude towards the Yugala and 
they have such beautiful characters because they are free from 
even the slightest fragrance of personal desire. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship Sri Radha’s most 
beloved maidservants!" 


ksana kala grit radhara adarsana hole; 
mrta praya hoy - yara viraha anale 
§ri radhara sukhe yara hoy atma-hara; 
ki vicitra punya punja koriydche tara 
pranesvarira snehardra citta prestha-gane 
bhajana koribo ami ei vaticha mone 


~ 675 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"I yearn for the worship of Pranesvari Radha’s beloveds, 
whose hearts melt with affection; who almost die in a fire of 
separation when they do not see Her for even a moment, and 
who are beside themselves of ecstasy when Sri Radha is happy. 
What wonderful pious activities they have performed!" 


VERSE 41: 


sapatnyoccaya-rajyad-ujjvala-rasasyoccaih samudvrddhaye 
saubhagyodbhata-garva-vibhrama-bhrtah $sri-radhikayah sphutam | 
govindah smara-phulla-vallava-vadhi-vargena yena ksanath 
kridaty esa tam atra vistrta-maha-punyam ca vandamahe 


sapatnya - rivalry; uccaya - great; rajyad - manifesting; ujjvala - 
erotic; rasasya - of the flavour; uccaih - greatly; samudurddhaye - for 
increasing; saubhagya - fortune; udbhata - bold; garva - pride; 
vibhramah - motions; bhrtah - carrying; sri radhikayah - of Sri 
Radhika; sphutam - clearly; govindah - Govinda; smara - Cupid; 
phulla - blossoming; ballaba-vadhii-vargena - by the host of 
cowherdwomen; yena - by whom; ksanam - a moment; kridati - plays; 
esa - He; tam - him; atra - here; vistrta - extended; maha - great; 
punyam - piety; ca - and; vandamahe - we praise. 


I praise the highly fortunate gopis headed by 
Candravali. Govinda makes these gopis who are 
blossoming with amorous desires assume positions of Sri 
Radhika’s rivals by briefly enjoying with them, just to 
nourish Sri Radhika’s fortune, great pride, ecstatic 
bewilderment and other characteristics of an amorous 
heroine. 
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Stavamrta Kana Wyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Gosvamicarana praises Candravali and other gopis from the 
vipaksa (the party that is hostile to S17 Radha). 

In Vraja, Sri Krsna, Who is the king of erotic mellows, is 
enjoying without interruption with Sri Radha, the embodiment 
of complete mahabhava. 

Sripada Suka Muni has written: reme tayd catma-rata 
atmaramo’pyakhanditah (Bhag. 10.30.34) 

"Although the Lord is Self-satisfied and Self-delighted, He 
still made love with Her (Radha) without interruption." 

ratri-dina kutija krida kore radha-sange (C.C.) "Day and 
night He enjoys in the kufija with Radha." 

Just to nourish and increase the sweetness of Krsna’s 
enjoyments with Sri Radharani, Candravali and other gopis 
assume a competitive and hostile attitude towards Her. 

In Ujjvala Nilamani (Harivallabha 1 and 2), Srimat Ripa 
Gosvami has written: 


asam caturvidho bhedah sarvasam vraja-subhruvam 

syat sva-paksah suhrt paksas tatasthah pratipaksakah 
suhrt paksa tatasthau tu prasangikatayoditau 

dvau svapaksa vipaksakhyau bhedaveva rasapradau 


"According to their species and moods, there are four kinds 
of fair-browed Vraja-gopis: svapaksa (own party), suhrt-paksa 
(friendly party), tatastha-paksa (neutral party) and pratipaksa 
(enemies’ party). Of these, the svapaksa and vipaksa give 
special flavours." 

Actually, there is no comparison in Vraja to the love of Sit 
Radha, Who embodies the mddanakhya-maha-bhava. But for 
awakening Sri Radha’s tasty dispositions such as khandita, 
mana and kalahdntaritd, Vraja’s srigdra-rasa has created 
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feelings of rivalry in gopis like Candravali, who thus feel that 
they are equal to S17 Radha. 


namso’pyanyatra radhayah premadi guna sampadam 
rasenaiva vipaksddau mithah samyam ivarpyate 


Ujjvala Nilamani (Harivallabha 51) 


The gopikas, who are expert in the flavours of pure love, 
delight Sri Krsna, Whose form is full of pure love and Who is 
subdued by pure love, with service rendered with different 
emotional ingredients. Actually, the moon of the gopikas’ love 
causes the ocean of Radha’s ecstatic love to swell in various 
ways and Sri Krsna enjoys swimming in that ocean of increased 
love in so many particular ways. 


premamaya vapu krsna bhakta premadhina; 
suddha premarasa gune gopikad pravina 
gopikara preme nahi rasabhasa dosa; 
ataeva krsnera kore parama santosa 
‘vam@ eka gopigana ‘daksind eka gana; 
nana bhave koraya krsne rasa adsvadana 
gopigana madhye srestha radha thakurani; 
nirmala ujjvala rasa prema ratna khani 
vayase ‘madhyam@ tenho - svabhavete ‘sama’; 
gadha prema bhave tenho nirantara ‘vama@ 
vamya-svabhave ‘mana’ uthe nirantara; 
uhara vamye uthe krsnera ananda sagara 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 14) 


"Krsna’s body is full of pure love and He is subdued by His 
devotees’ love. The gopikas are expert in the attributes of the 
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flavours of pure love. In the gopikas’ love, there is no fault of a 
semblance of rasa, therefore they give Krsna the greatest 
satisfaction. 

One group of gopis is left wing (unsubmissive) and the other 
is right wing (submissive). They make Krsna relish rasa in 
various ways. Amongst the gopis, Radha Thakurani is the 
greatest. She is a virtual mine of the flavours of spotless erotic 
love. She is of middle (adolescent) age and is equipoised by 
nature. Because of Her deep love She is constantly left-wing 
(unsubmissive). This left-wing mood continuosly creates mdna 
(jealous anger) and that v@mya causes the ocean of Krsna’s bliss 
to swell." 

Sri Radha, the jewel-mine of erotic mellows, is a ‘middle’- 
heroine, sarva eva rasotkarso madhyaydm eva yujyate (U.N. 
Nayikabheda -42) 

"The middle-class heroine reveals the highest rasa in all 
respects. Because of her deep love, She is constantly left-wing 
and She always has a feeling of “Krsna is Mine!’ (madiyatamaya 
bhava) 

For this reason good fortune, pride and loving delusion are 
manifest in Her in wonderful ways. The saficari-bhava named 
‘pride’ is manifest for bhdavas like fortune and bewilderment. 

saubhagya nava tarunya guna sarvottamdsrayaih. ista- 
labhadind canya helanam garva irsyate (Bhakti Rasaimrta 
Sindhu 2.4.41) 

"When one disregards another because of one’s own good 
fortune, beauty, youthfulness and qualifications, because of 
being the greatest shelter or because of having attained one’s 
desired goal, it is called pride." 
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vallabha prapti velayam = madandvesa_ — sambhramat. 
vibhramo hara mdlyddi bhiisa sthana viparyayah (U.N. 
Anu.pr. 39) 

"When one places the garlands and necklaces on the wrong 
places out of erotic eagerness, knowing that the time to meet 
the lover has come, it is called vibhrama." 

In this way, premamayi Sri Radha is adorned with so many 
bhavalankaras (ornaments of ecstatic love) and thus increases 
the waves in the ocean of Sri Krsna’s bliss. 


krsnera darsana yadi paya acambite; 
nana bhava vibhisane hoy vibhiisite 
asta sattvika harsadi vyabhicari ara; 
sahaja prema vimsati bhava alankara 
kila kificita, kuttamita, vilasa, lalita; 
vivvoka, mottdayita, dra maugdhya cakita 
eto bhava bhisaya bhisita radha anga; 
dekhile uchale krsnera sukhabdhi taranga 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 14) 


"When Radha suddenly sees Krsna, She becomes adorned 
with different ornaments of ecstasy. Natural love has twenty 
ornaments, like the eight sdttvika ornaments and _ the 
vydbhicari-bhdvas such as joy. Radha’s body is adorned with 
ornaments of ecstasy such as kila-kiticita, kuttamita, vildsa, 
lalita, vivvoka, mottayita and maugdhya-cakita. When Krsna 
sees this, the waves on the ocean of His bliss swell." 

In this way, Sri Krsna awakens various waves like mana 
(jealous anger) and kalahdntarita (remorse after a quarrel) on 
the ocean of Sri Radha’s love in order to relish the sweetness of 
that ocean, by briefly enjoying with Candravali, who is disposed 
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of a daksind (submissive) nature, although He is actually 
completely subdued by Sri Radha. 

In truth, Candravali and all the other gopis, who are 
blooming of erotic ecstasy, are St Radha’s phalanx-expansions, 
increasing and nourishing the sweetness of Sri Radha’s flavours. 

laksmi-gana tara vaibhava vilasamsa-ritpa; 
mahisi-gana vaibhava prakasa svariipa 
akara svabhava bhede vrajadevi-gana; 
kaya vyttha riipa tara rasera karana 
bahu kanta vind nahe rasera ullasa; 
lilara sahaya lagi bahuta prakasa 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"The goddesses of fortune are Her (Radha’s) vaibhava- 
vildsa-partial manifestations and the Queens of Dvaraka are 
Her vaibhava-prakdsa-forms. The gopis of Vraja with their 
different forms and dispostions are the cause of Her flavours in 
the form of Her phalanx. Without the presence of many lovers, 
no joy is derived from rasa; hence there are many 
manifestations (of lady-lovers) to assist in the transcendental 
pastimes." 

Still, to make Sri Krsna relish Sri Radha’s billowing 
sweetness, rasa has brought a feeling of rivalry to Candravali 
and other gopis towards Sri Radha. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I praise these greatly pious 
adversaries of Sri Radha, headed by S17 Candravali." 

These words are spoken in sddhakdavesa. Sri Raghunatha is 
an eternal maidservant of Sri Radharani, and when he is in 
siddha-svariipa, he shows an adverse mood towards Srimati’s 
enemies like Candravali. 
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In Bhakti Ratnakara (5th wave) it is written: 


dasa name eka vrajavasi etha roy; 
dasa gosvamira tare sneha atisoy 
teho eka dina sakhi-sthali grame gela; 
brhat palasa patra dekhi tuli’ nila 
dasa gosvamira kotha mone mone kohe; 
annddika tyaga koila daruna virahe 
eka dona takra piye niyama tahara; 
ithe kichu atirikta hoibe ahara 
aiche mone kori ghare asi dona koila; 
tahe takra loiya raghunatha age aila 
navya patra dona dekhi’ jijfiase gosdi; 
e brhat patra aji paila kon thai 
dasa kohe - sakhi-sthali genu gocarane; 
paiyad uttama patra aninu ekhane 
sakhi-sthali nama suni’ krodhe piirna hoila; 
takra saha dona diire phelaiya dila 
koto ksane sthira hoiya kohe dasa prati; 
se candravalira sthana - na yaiba tathi 
iha Suni dasa vrajavasi sthira hoiya; 
janilena sadhaka dehete siddha-kriya 


"There was one Vrajavasi (inhabitant of Vraja) named Dasa 
who loved Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami very much. He went to 
the village of Sakhisthali (close to the town of Govardhana) and 
found a big leaf cup there, which he brought along, thinking of 
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, who had given up eating all solid 
food out of coarse separation from Radharani. Dasa thought: ‘Tt 
is Raghunatha Dasa’s rule to drink only one cup of buttermilk 
a day. When I give Him this bigger leafcup he can eat a little 
more’, and so he brought some buttermilk from his house to fill 


up the big leafcup. 
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When he came before him, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, seeing 
the new cup, asked him: ‘Where did you get this big leafcup 
from?’ Dasa replied: ‘I went to Sakhi-sthali to herd my cows and 
I found this good leafcup there and brought it to you!’ Hearing 
the name ‘Sakhi-sthal’, Raghunatha Dasa became filled with 
anger and threw the leafcup with the buttermilk far away. After 
some time he calmed down and told Dasa: “That is the place 
where Candravali lives! Don’t go there!’ Hearing this, the 
Vrajavasi Dasa became steady. He understood that these were 
transcendental activities performed in a s@dhaka-body." 

There are two ways through which the Lord can be relished: 
one is through tattva and the other is through rasa. Although 
from the tattva-point of view Candravali and others, who assist 
in nourishing the sweetness of S1i Radha’s rasa and who are 
Her phalanx-expansions, are praiseworthy for Siri Raghunatha, 
in the kingdom of rasa, while being absorbed in his siddha- 
svariipa, he shows malice and envy towards them because they 
are his Isvari’s adversaries. 

But in this way, the relish of rasa is beautifully accomplished. 
This is something that should be known. 


saubhagya, garva, vibhrama, gunddi vicitra; 
$ri radhara srigara rasa pustira nimitta 
Sri krsna sapatnya-bhave yadera sahita; 
ksana-kala krida kore samaya ucita 
bhagyavati candravali adi vrajangana 
tahadera pada-padma koriyd vandana 


"I praise the lotus feet of fortunate gopis like Candravali, who 


briefly enjoy with Sri Krsna according to time and who are thus 
accepting a mood of rivalry with Sri Radha, in order to nourish 
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Her wonderful erotic expressions like fortune, pride and 
delusion." 


VERSE 42: 


brahmandat param ucchalat sukha-bhararh tat koti-sankhyad api 
premna krsna-suraksitah pratimuhuh praptah pararh nirvrtah | 
kamarh tat-paida-padma-sundara-nakha-pranta-skhalad-renuka 


raksa-vyagra-dhiyah sphuranti kila ye tan gopa-varyan bhaje 


brahmandat - than the universe; param - great; ucchalat - swelling; 
sukhabharam - full bliss; tat koti - ten million; sankhyat - than the 
number; api - even; premnd - with love; krsna - Krsna; suraksitah - 
protected; prati - each; muhuh - moment; praptah - attained; param 
- greatest; nirurtah - bliss; kamam - as much as desired; tat - His; 
pada-padma - lotus feet; sundara - beautiful; nakha - nails; pranta - 
edges; skhalad - falling; renuka - dust; raksa@ - protecting; vyagra - 
eager; dhiyah - consciousness; sphuranti - revealed; kila - certainly; 
ye - who; tan - them; gopa-varydn - greatest cowherders; bhaje - I 
worship. 


I worship the best of cowherders, who have attained 
the greatest happiness that can be achieved in the entire 
universe; who are protected by Krsna with more love 
than He feels for millions of universes, and who are 
themselves always eager to protect even the particles of 
dust falling from the edges of Krsna’s beautiful lotus- 
toenails. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises all the great cowherders of Vraja. 
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They are Krsna’s eternal associates and they have gotten 
Him, Whom they love millions of times more than themselves, 
nearby as their own relative. Although they can see Krsna’s 
unrivalled prowess when He kills demons and so, their 
conception of Him as Nanda’s son is not even slightly 
slackened. Their passionate love for Him which they cannot 
give up simply increases at every moment. Hence Srimat Jiva 
Gosvami has written: 

tad evan parama madhuryatisayanubhava svabhavatvena parama 
jhanitvam eva sri gopalanam angikrtam tesam api yat svabhavatvena 
sakala priti jati cidamani-ripa para pritih svabhavata evodayate. yat 
svabhavatvenaiva cagantukad anya jnanat ndsau pritir vyabhicarati. 
pratyuta tad eva tiraskaroti. tenantaraya prayena varddhate ca. 
visayinam visaya pritir iva. yato visayinam visayesu sadosatve srute 
drste’pi raga prapta gunavattva buddhih prabala drsyate (Priti 
Sandarbhah 100 Anuh) 

"By nature the cowherders are able to experience the 
abundant sweetness of Krsna; hence they are accepted as the 
greatest scholars and wise men. Because they have such 
dispositions, the greatest love which is the crown jewel of all 
kinds of love, naturally arises within them. Their love will not 
be adulterated by any other awareness that may come 
inbetween. Rather, their natures will defeat any incoming 
‘alternative feeling”. 

Sense-enjoyers begin to love their favourite sense objects 
even more when some alternative feeling arises and disturbs 
their enjoyment. Although they know that their favourite sense- 
objects are full of faults, since they have seen and heard that, 
their strong love and their attachment for their sense-objects 
make them consider them all very glorious. This conception will 
be very strong. 
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In the same way, the cowherders natururally experience the 
great sweetness of Sri Krsna the most. Even if they witness Sri 
Krsna’s great prowess, it does not change their love for Him, 
which is based on experiencing His sweetness. Rather, such 
experiences simply increase their love for Him, just as someone 
loves his beloved even more after seeing his peerless prowess." 
Sri Suka Muni described the Vrajavasis’ point of view of the 
Goloka-planet as follows: 


nandadayas tu tan drstvad paramananda nirvrtah 
krsnam ca tatra chandobhih stiiyamanam suvismitah 


(Bhagavata 10.28.17) 


"When the cowherders headed by Nanda, saw how Krsna 
was being praised by the Personified Vedas, they were most 
astonished and floated in an ocean of topmost transcendental 
bliss." 

tad evam madhurya jrdnasyaiva balavat sukhamayatve sthite 
tasming ca sri = gopandm eva _— svabhavikataya —_labdhe 
brahmatvesvaratvuanubhavam atikramya tesam eva bhagyena sri 
Sukadevo’pi yuktam eva camatkrtim avapa (Priti Sandarbhah - 100 
Anuh) 

"In this way, the bliss of their sweet conceptions was fixed 
and the naturally sweet conception of the cowherders thus 
transcended the jiidnis’ bliss of the experience of the non- 
personal brahman and the reverential worshippers’ bliss of 
serving the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The cowherders’ 
great bliss, being derived from their experience of Krsna’s 
sweetness, astonished even Sri Suka Muni, and that is also 
correct." 

Repeating Lord Brahma’s words Sri Suka Muni said: 
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aho bhagyam aho bhagyam nanda gopa vrajaukasam 
yan mitram paramanandam piirnam brahma sandtanam 


(Bhagavata 10.14.32) 


"Aho how fortunate! Aho, how fortunate are the Vrajavasis 
headed by Nanda Gopa, because the eternal full brahman, Who 
is inconceivable to the mind and words, has become their friend 
(as Sri Krsna)!" 

Hence Sripada Raghunatha has said: 

“Having gotten the most blissful transcendental truth as their 
own, the Vrajavasis consider themselves most happy. They have 
gotten a bliss reaching far beyond the material universe!" 

Then again he says: "Sri Krsna protects them perfectly with 
a love greater than the love He feels for millions of universes. 
They are even eager to protect just a particle of dust that drops 
from the edge of His beautiful lotus-like toenails." 

We have said that the love of the devotees determines the 
disposition of the Lord. Just as the Vrajavasis forget all about 
the Lord’s prowess and opulence and consider Him to be most 
soft and tender, so in their eagerness to protect Him, they 
worship even the luster of the edges of His toenails with 
millions of hearts. 

Similarly, according to the principle of ye yatha mam 
prapadyante tars tathaiva bhajamyaham* (Gita 4.11), Sri 
Krsna is also unlimitedly eager to protect the Vraja-cowherds 
with a love transcending the love He may feel for millions of 
universes, since He considers them to be His own. 


24 "Th the way anyone worships Me, I worship that devotee, in 
perfect reciprocation." 
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Sit Raghunatha says: "I worship these best of cowherds!" 


brahmandatita pracura sukha asvadane; 
sukhi boli nija yara bhave anuksane 
ananta brahmanda krsna koriya upeksa; 
samadhika preme yddera koriteche raksa@ 
krsna pada-padma sundara nakha-mani kone; 
skhalita ye renu-kana@ tahara raksane 
vyagra citta hoiya yara avasthana kore; 
niyata bhajana kori gopa parivare 


"I always worship the cowherd clans, that relish a bliss 
reaching far beyond the material universe and that are anxious 
at heart to protect even a particle of dust dropping from the 
edge of Krsna’s beautiful lotus-like toenails with a love that 
waits for unlimited worlds." 


VERSE 43: 


pranebhyo’py adhikaih priyair api param putrair mukundasya yah 
snehat pada-saroja-yugma-vigalad-gharmasya bindoh kanam | 
nirmafichyoru-sikhanda-sundara-siras cumbanti gopyas cirath 
tasam pada-rajamsi santatam ahah nirmafchayami sphutam 


pranebhyah - than life-airs; api - even; adhikaih - more; priyaih - 
dearer; api - even; param -greatly; putraih - than sons; mukundasya - 
of Mukunda; yah - who; snehdat - out of affection; pdda-saroja - lotus 
feet; yugma - pair; vigalat - trickling; gharmasya - of sweat; bindoh - 
of the drop; kanam - drop; nirmafichya - worshipping; uru - great; 
Sikhanda - peacockfeather; sundara - beautiful; sirah - head; 
cumbanti - kisses; gopyah - gopis; ciram - for long; tasam - of them; 
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pada - feet; rajamsi - of the dust; santatam - constantly; aham - I; 
nirmatichayami - 1 worship; sphutam - manifest. 


I worship the footdust of the elderly gopis, who are 
endowed with motherly love; who most lovingly worship 
the sweat drops trickling from the lotus-feet of Sri 
Mukunda, whom they consider millions of times more 
dear than their own sons, and who kiss His head, which is 
beautified by a peacockfeather-crown. 


Stavamrta Kana Vydakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises those most fortunate elderly gopis, who are 
endowed with parental love for Krsna. 

In the Brahma-Vimohana-lila”, it was tested whether they 
would love Sri Yasoda-Nandan even more than their own sons, 
who are dearer to them than their life, and if they would 
recognize Sri Krsna as such. 

When Lord Brahma stole Sri Krsna’s cows, calves and 
cowherd boyfriends and Sri Krsna personally entered into the 
cowherd-abodes, assuming the forms of innumerable cows, 
cowherd boys and calves, then the love for Krsna of the elderly 
gopis, that was as pure as molten gold, became manifest in their 
natural love for their sons, who were actually just 
manifestations of Krsna. 

Sripada Suka Muni describes it as follows: 


tan mataro venu ravatvarotthita 


utthapya dorbhih parirabhya nirbharam 
sneha snuta stanya payah sudhadsavam 


25 The pastime described in chapters 13 and 14 of the Tenth Canto 
of Srimad Bhagavata. 
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mated param brahma sutanapayayan 
tato nrponmardana majja lepana- 
lankara raksa tilakasanadibhih 
sanldlitah svacaritaih praharsayan 
sadyam gato yamayamena madhavah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.22-23) 


"When Krsna daily returned home from cowherding in the 
meadows with His friends, the mothers of the cowherd boys, 
the cowherd women with great motherly love, gave up their 
household duties as soon as they heard their bugle horns. They 
came out on their courtyards where they stared down the road 
with thirsty eyes. As soon as they saw Krsna coming, the 
mothers ran out, held Him to their chests, smelled His head 
and kissed His face, as their garments were moistened by tears 
from their eyes and milk from their breasts. Then Mother 
Yasoda took Krsna along inside her house, and the mothers too 
ecstatically took their own sons into their own houses, where 
they spent the night in blissful Krsna-consciousness. They 
thought to themselves: ‘If Krsna was our son, how blessed 
wouldn't we be by being able to rear and cuddle Him!’ “ 

On the day that Sri Krsna fulfilled their desires during the 
Brahma-mohana /il@ by assuming the forms of innumerable 
cows, calves and cowherd boys, the elderly gopis came running 
out of their houses onto their courtyards like everyday when 
they heard His flute. 

This time, however, they did not run quickly towards Krsna 
with spread-out arms, as they were doing every day, but they 
took their own sons on their laps and locked them into a tight 
embrace, making the Supreme Brahman, Who had attained the 
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forms of their sons, drink the delicious nectarean beverage of 
their breast milk. 

Then they took them (Him) to their homes, massaged them 
with fragrant oils, bathed them, anointed their bodies with 
unguents like sandal paste, dressed them with fine clothes and 
ornaments, made a protective tilaka on them, fed them their 
meals and lay down with them, In this way they were drowning 
in an ocean of transcendental bliss by hearing from them about 
their day’s adventures in the gostha. 

With this they showed that they had a greater love for Sri 
Krsna than for their own sons, who were already dearer to them 
than life. And like this, they had Sri Krsna for themselves for 
one year. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "With the topmost love they worship 
the honey-like sweat drops that trickle from Sri Mukunda’s 
lotus feet (by wiping them off) and kiss His head, which is 
beautified by a peacockfeather." These are all signs of motherly 
love. 

Sri Ripa Gosvami has written: 


anubhavah siroghranam karenangabhimarjanam 
asirbado nidesas ca lalanam pratipalanam 
hitopadesa danadya vatsale parikirtitah 
cumbasleso tathahvanam nama grahana piirvakam 
updalambhadayas catra mitraih sadharanah kriyah 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 3.4.41,44) 


"Smelling the head, rubbing the body with the hands, 
offering words of benediction and permission, cuddling, 
rearing and giving instructions for the child’s benefit - these are 
the activities of parental love. The ordinary activities of 
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fraternal and parental love consist of kissing, embracing, calling 
the child by name and chastising him." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Just as the elderly gopis wipe out 
all kinds of misfortune for Sri Krsna, I will also wipe off the dust 
from the lotus feet of these elderly gopis with my head!" 


pranadhika putrapeksa adhika snehete; 
priya jndana yahadera ei mukundete 
pada-padma vigalita gharma-bindu-caya; 
ati siksma-vastra dvara marjana koroya 
sikhanda sobhita mastaka koriya cumbana; 
ananda samudra-majhe ho’teche magana 
sei sab gopikara pada-padma dhiili; 
marjanate kori yena nitya snana keli 


"May I eternally bathe in the dust of the lotus feet of the 
elderly gopis, who love Mukunda even more than their own 
sons, who are already dearer to them than life; who wipe off the 
sweat drops that trickle from His lotus feet with very fine 
clothes and who drown in an ocean of bliss when they kiss His 
head, being beautified by a peacockfeather, by polishing these 
feet with my head." 


VERSES 44-45: 


indra-nila-khura-rajitah param 
svarna-baddha-vara-srnga-ranjitah 
pandu-ganda-giri-garva-kharvikah 
pantu nah sapadi krsna-dhenavah 
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yasarh palana-dohanotsava-ratah sardhath vayasyotkaraih 
kamarh rama-virajitah pratidinam tat-pada-renijjvalam 

pritya sphita-vanoru-parvata-nadi-kacchesu baddha-sprho 
gosthakhandala-nandano viharate tah saurabheyir bhaje 


indranila - sapphire; khura - hooves; rajitah - shining; parani 
- greatest; svarna - gold; baddha - bound; vara - best; sriga - 
horns; rafijitah - coloured; pandu - white; ganda - cheek; giri - 
mountain; garva - pride; kharvikah - smashing; pdntu - may 
protect; nah - us; sapadi - soon; krsna-dhenavah - Krsna’s cows. 
yasam - whose (fem.); pdlana - herding; dohana - milking; 
utsava - festival; rata - dedicating; sa@rddham - with; vayasya - 
friends; utkaraih - with a multitude; kdmam - desire; rama - 
Baladeva; virdjitah - shining; prati - every; dinam - day; tat - 
their; pada - feet; renu - dust; ujjvalam - brilliant; prityd - with 
love; sphita - great; vana - forest; uru - great; parvata - 
mountain; nadi - river; kacchesu - on the shores; baddha - 
bound; sprha - desire; gostha - the meadows; akhandala - the 
king; nandana - the son; viharate - enjoys; tah - they; 
saurabheyth - the cows; bhaje - I worship. 


May Krsna’s cows, who have very beautiful blue 
hooves that shimmer like sapphires; whose horns are 
painted golden and whose complexions (and shapes) 
destroy the pride of small white mountains, protect us. 


I worship the cows, who are the daughters of Surabhi; 
who always engage Vrajendra-Nandana, Baladeva, 
Sridama and the cowherd boys in a festival of herding 
and milking them; who are decorated by the dust thrown 
up by their own hooves and who lovingly sport in the 
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deep forests, on the mountains and on the banks of the 
rivers (where they are being herded). 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In these two verses, Sri 
Raghunatha praises the cows, that accompany Sri Krsna in His 
pastimes. 

Who can describe the fortune of these cows, whom the 
Original Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana, the 
attainment of the dust of Whose lotus feet is ascertained by all 
the Vedic scriptures as the highest goal of all spiritual practises, 
herds while wandering from forest to forest? 

During this time, He plays His flute while leaning against 
these cows, lovingly caressing and massaging their bodies, his 
body becoming most lovely when it is greyed by the dust 
thrown up by their hooves? 

If Gopala does not go out into the woods, the cows will also 
not go. When the other cowherd boys engage in protecting 
them, the cows will loudly bellow and simply return to the 
gosdlds (cowpens). 

When Sti Krsna sets out for the woods, mother Yasoda weeps 
with a heart agitated by fear of separation from Him 

- ore mora jivana duldliya! kiba ghare nahi dhana, keno va 
ydibe bana; rakhdle rakhibe dhenu loiyd (Pada Kalpataru) 

"O child of my heart! Don’t we have any wealth at home? 
Why are You going out into the woods? Let the cowherd boys 
take the cows out and herd them!" 

Krsna then says: "O mother! If I don’t go out, your wealth of 
cows will also not go out into the woods!" 

Mother Yasomati has no answer to that, so she must grant 
Her son, Who is dearer to her than life, leave for tending the 
cows. 
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Being subdued by the sweetness of the love of His cows, 
Gokula-mani goes out into the woods to herd them. 

surabhir abhipalayantam (Brahma Samhita) 

Sri Jiva Gosvami comments on this verse: abhi- 
sarvatobhdvena vana-nayana — cdrana gosthandnayana 
sambhdlana prakarena ‘palayantanv sasneham raksantam 

"He herds the cows in Sri Vindavana in all respects, which 
means that He brings them into the forest, herds them there, 
brings them back to their barns and collects them. In this way 
He maintains them". 

The Brahma Sarhhita also says: sa yatra ksirabdhih sravati 
surabhibhyas ca sumahan 

"The cows inundate Sri Vrndavana with the stream of milk 
automatically trickling from their udders." 

In his commentary on this line, Si Jiva has written: 
surabhibhyas ca sravatiti tadtya varisi-dhvanyddydvesad iti 
bhavah 

"The cows issue such streams of milk as a loving reaction to 
hearing Krsna’s flutesong." 

Sri Suka Muni has also described how ecstatic the cows were 
upon hearing Sri Krsna’s flutesong: 

gavas ca krsna-mukha nirgata venu gita piytisam uttabhita 
karna putaih pibantyah (Bhaga. 10.21.13) 

"With the cups of their pricked-up ears the cows relish the 
song that emanates from Krsna’s flute." 

When Sri Krsna plays in the meadows with His pals and the 
cows freely wander through the extensive meadows of 
Vrndavana, getting more and more distant from Krsna as they 
graze, Krsna collects them all by playing His flute. 


Gu bone ananda badhai! 
patiya vinoda khela, rakhala hoila bhola, 
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diira bone gelo sab gai 


"Today the bliss in the forest increases! As the cowherd boys 
get carried away by their blissful games, the cows go far into the 
forest!" 


dhenu na dekhiya bone, _ sthakita rakhala-gane, 
sridama sudama adi sabhe. 

kanai kohiche bhdi, khela bhanga yabe ndi, 
anibo godhana venu rave 


"The cowherd boys, like Sridama and Sudama, become 
stunned when they do not see the cows in the woods anymore, 
but Kanai (Krsna) says: "O brothers! Don’t interrupt the game! 
I will get our wealth of cows back by playing My flute!" 


sab dhenu nama koiya, — adhare murali loiya, 
dakiya ptrilo ucca svare. 
Suniyd venura rava, dhaya dhenu vatsa sab, 
puccha pheli’ pithera upare 


"Taking His Murali-flute to His lips Krsna loudly called each 
cow by name. Hearing the sound of the flute, the cows and 
calves came running with their tails going up on their backs." 


dhenu sab sari sari, hamwva hamvé rava kori, 
dadailo krsnera nikate 
dugdha sravi’ pade banite, premera taranga uthe, 
snehe gabhi syama aiga cate 


"Moving in line, the cows then came to Krsna’s side, mooing 
and bellowing. Waves of love arose from the streams of milk 
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that trickled from their udders. Affectionately Syama scratched 
their bodies." 


dekhi’ sab sakhagana, — aba aba ghane ghana, 
kanura korilo alitigana 

prema dasa kohe vant, — kandira murali suni, 
pasu pakhi pailo cetana 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Seeing this, all the cowherd boys tightly embrace Krsna. 
Prema dasa says: “Hearing the song of Krsna’s Murali-flute all 
the animals and birds become conscious’." 

ananta kama-dhenu yaha cara vane vane (C.C.) 
"Innumerable desire-cows wander there from forest to forest." 
These are all wish yielding cows, not ordinary cows. Thus 
Sripada Raghunatha describes their beauty — 

"Their hooves are blue like sapphires, their horns are 
studded with gold and they defeat the beauty of small white 
mountains with both their complexions and their shapes. May 
these cows of Sri Krsna swiftly protect me. In other words: may 
they protect me from fear of material existence by granting me 
prema." 

Sripada speaks these words in sddhakdvesa (when his 
consciousness is absorbed in his external form as a practitioner 
of bhakti). The cows of Vraja have feelings of motherly love for 
Sri Krsna just as Vraja’s elderly gopis do. They thus bless the 
world by bestowing prema. 

When Brahma stole Krsna’s cows, calves and cowherd 
boyfriends during the Brahma-Mohana-lil@ and Krsna _re- 
entered the cowherd-abode assuming the forms of all these 
cows, calves and cowherd boys, the cows showed the same love 
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for their calves as they previously showed for Krsna, just as the 
elderly gopis now showed the same love for their sons as they 
previously did for Krsna. 


gavas tato gostham upetya satvaram 

hunkara ghosaih parihiita sangatan 

svakan svakan vatsataran apayanan 
muhur lihantyah sravadaudhasam payah 


(Bhagavata 10.13.24) 


"When the cows returned to the gosala in the evening, they 
suckled their calves with the overflowing milk of their udders, 
licking them again and again when they approached them on 
being called with their soft, but deep mooing." 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is also described that the cows were 
just as upset as the Vrajavasis when they witnessed Krsna’s bold 
pastime of entering into the poisoned lake of the Yamuna to 
subdue the Kaliya-snake: 


gavo vrsa vatsataryah krandamanah suduhkitah 
krsne nyasteksana bhita rudatya iva tasthire 


(Bhagavata 10.16.11) 


"The cows, bulls and calves that were present at the Kaliya- 
lake mowed loudly in great misery and shed tears while fixing 
their gaze on Krsna in great fear." 

In times of danger and distress, the cows also took shelter of 
Sri Krsna, just like the Vrajavasis: 


tam apatantam parito davagnimn 
gopas ca gavah prasamiksya bhitah 
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ticus ca krsnan sabalam prapanna 
yatha harim mrtyu-bhayardita janah 


(Bhagavata 10.19.8) 

"When the cows and cowherds saw the forest fire quickly 
closing up on them from all directions, they became very much 
afraid and took shelter of Krsna and Balarama, just as living 
beings who are afraid of death take shelter of Lord Hari." 

In this way, we can learn about the love for Krsna of Vraja’s 
cows in so many different situations. That is why the Lord, Who 
is subdued by love, remains engaged in herding them, takes 
part in the festival of milking them and lovingly wanders with 
them through the woods, over the mountains and on the banks 
of the rivers along with Baladeva and His friends. All the while, 
His body is decorated by the dust thrown up by their hooves. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship these cows, that are 
protected by Sri Krsna!" 


indranilamani tulya khura krsna-varna; 
ratyita sriga yadera jadita suvarna 
Subhra varna deha yadera ativa ujjvala; 
ganda-giri garva jini kore jhalamala 
Sri krsnera sei sab priya dhenugana; 
e prarthana raksa korun more sarva ksana 


"T pray that Sri Krsna’s dear cows, whose hooves are coloured 
black like sapphires, whose horns are coloured golden and 
whose bodies defeat the pride of white mountains in great 
splendour, may always protect me." 


vrajendra-nandana nitya baladeva saige; 


Sridamadi vayasyagana sange atirange 
palana dohana kore yahadera nitya; 
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ei to utsava mane Sri krsnera krtya 
yadera pada-renute ujjvala kalevare; 

vana parvate vihare priti sahakare 
surabhi-nandini sei yoto dhenugana; 
nitya nava bhave bhaji ei mora mana 


"In ever-fresh ways, I always worship the cows, who are the 
daughters of Surabhi; who are always blissfully herded and 
milked by Vrajendra-Nandana, Balarama and Their friends, 
headed by Subala. All these blissful activities of Sri Krsna are 
like festivals! Krsna’s body is brightened by their footdust as He 
lovingly sports with them in the woods and on the mountains!" 


VERSE 46-47 


mani-khacita-suvarna-slista-srnga-dvaya-srir 

asita-mani-manojiia-jyotir udyat-khuradhyah 
sphurad-arunima-gucchandola-vidyoti-kanthah 
sa jayati baka-satroh padma-gandhah kakudmi 


mrdu-nava-trnam alpam sa-sprhath vaktra-madhye 
ksipati parama-yatnad alpa-kandiim ca gatre 
prathayati mura-vairi hanta yad vatsakanarh 
sapadi kila didrkse tat-tad-atikanani 


mani - jewel; khacita - studded; suvarna - gold; slista - embraced; 
Sriga - horns; dvaya - couple; srih - the beauty; asita - blue, dark; 
mani - jewel; manojiia - enchanting; jyotih - light; udyat - shining; 
khura - hooves; a@dhyah - enriched; sphurat - splendid; arunima - 
red; guccha - clusters; dndola - swinging; vidyoti - shining; kanthah - 
neck; sa - he; jayati - is victorious; baka-satroh - of Krsna; padma- 
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gandhah - named Padmagandha; kakudmi - bull. mrdu - soft; nava - 
fresh; trnam - grass; alpam - small amount; sasprham - with desire; 
vaktra - mouth; madhye - within; ksipati - throws; parama - greatest; 
yatnat - carefully; alpa - lightly; kandumi - scratching; ca - and; gatre 
- on the body; prathayati - does; muravairi - Krsna; hanta - alas; yad 
- that; vatsakanam - of the calves; sapadi - suddenly; kila - certainly; 
didrkse - desiring to see; tat - that; tad - that; attkanani - leaping 
movements. 


All glories to Krsna’s pet bull Padmagandha, whose 
horns are very beautiful because they are studded with 
gold; whose hooves are extremely charming because they 
are endowed with a sweet bluish sapphire luster, and 
around whose neck a brilliant red necklace swings! 


I like to see the calves of Krsna jumping around. Krsna 
lovingly places small amounts of fresh soft grass in their 
mouths and lightly scratches their bodies. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In these two verses, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Krsna’s pet bull Padmagandha and His 
calves. 

padmagandha pisangaksau balivardavati priyau (Dipika) 

"Krsna’s dearmost bulls are Padmagandha and Pisangaksa." 

Krsna has a natural love for bulls and calves and they too have 
a natural love for Krsna. Sri Suka Muni has mentioned this 
when he described Krsna’s ririgana-lila (childhood-pastimes of 
crawling). 

In the verse starting with srigyagni damstryahi jala-dvija- 
kanthakebhyah (Bhagavata 10.8.25), it is described how Si 
Balarama and Krsna were crawling on the courtyard of Sri 


Syi Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


Nanda and how they quickly went up to a bull when they saw 
one. 

Seeing the world-enchanting beauty of Sri Rama-Krsna; the 
bulls most blissfully lowered their heads, slowly swung their 
heads and became immersed in Sri Krsna’s sweetness. 

Sri Krsna then stood there, holding the horns of the bulls 
with both His hands. And sometimes pragrhita pucchaih 
vatsair itas tata ubhavanukrsyamanau (Bhagavata 10.8.24) 
When the two brothers; Balarama and Krsna; saw the tails of 
the cows and calves; They forcibly held on to them. The calves 
were startled when they felt their tails being held and they 
stood up. 

Balarama and Krsna did not let go of their tails, though, but 
instead began to pull them hard. This made the calves flee, 
pulling the boys along with them all over Nanda’s courtyard. 
The elderly gopis then came running, took the boys’ hands off 
the tails and quickly placed Them on their laps, wiping Their 
bodies and kissing Them. 

Then again they went up to the calves with spread-out hands. 
Seeing the boys’ love for the calves, Sri Nanda Maharaja 
engaged Them in herding them. 

We have mentioned how the cows relished the mellows of 
Krsna’s flute song, and in the Bhagavata there is also a 
wonderful description of how the calves loved the sweetness of 
Krsna’s flute: 

savah snuta stana payah kavalah sma tasthur govindam 
atmani drsasru-kalah sprsantyah (Bhagavata 10.21.13) 

When the cows saw their calves, milk began to trickle from 
their udders and just when the calves wanted to start drinking 
that milk, Sri Krsna played His flute. When the calves heard the 
flute, the milk remained in their mouths. They could not 
swallow it, nor could they throw it out. All their senses were 
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overwhelmed and they became completely motionless and 
quiet. Seeing them, it seemed as if they had gotten the touch of 
this delicious Syama-luster. Otherwise, why would they be 
standing there so silently and inert and why would tears trickle 
from their eyes? 

Sri Raghunatha describes the enchanting beauty of the bull 
Padmagandha as follows: 

"All glories to Krsna’s pet bull Padmagandha, whose horns 
are very beautiful because they are studded with gold, whose 
hooves are extremely charming because they are endowed with 
a sweet bluish sapphire luster, and around whose neck a 
brilliant red necklace swings!" 

The word jaya here means ‘may the bull Padmagandha be 
supreme’, or it can mean ‘T offer my obeisances unto him.’ Sri 
Raghunatha offers his obeisances unto that bull. 

Here it is described, how much Sri Krsna loves the calves. 
With the greatest love, Sri Gopala carefully places bunches of 
fresh soft grass in their mouths and makes them eat it, while He 
softly scratches their bodies. Receiving the touch of the 
embodiment of transcendental bliss, the calves began to jump 
around in topmost bliss. 

Sripada Raghunatha yearns to see their jumping. The 
confidential meaning of this is that, as a girl-messenger for Sri 
Radha, he/she goes into the forest to search for Sri Krsna. 
Seeing the calves jumping around like that, she can understand 
clearly where Govinda’s whereabouts are. 

After relaying Srimati’s message to Govinda, she hears from 
Him where the trysting- kuiija will be and brings that message 
to Srimati. 

In this way, she expertly accomplishes the meeting of the Sit 
Yugala. At that time, the frolicking of the calves will be 
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experienced as a harbinger that establishes the meeting of the 
Yugala. 


mani khacita svarne yara sriga-dvaya; 
susobhita hoiyache mahojjvala-maya 
nila kanta manite yara khura catustaya; 
manohara kanti chataya ramaniya hoy 
arunima ujjvala hara yara kanthe dole; 
padmagandha vrsera jaya boli bahu tuli 


"Raising my arms, I proclaim the victory of the bull named 
Padmagandha, whose jewelstudded horns have become greatly 
effulgent and beautiful by being coloured gold; whose four 
hooves shine like sapphires in an enchanting and lovely way and 
around whose neck a brilliant red necklace dangles." 


govinda yadera mukhe mrdu nava trna; 
prite alpa alpa kori korena arpana 
sayatne yadera patra kanduyana kore; 
go vatsaganera bhagya ke bolite pare 
sei sab go-vatsera ullamphana gati; 
dekhite amara sadha hoy niti niti 


"I yearn to see the calves jumping and frolicking around. 
Govinda lovingly puts small bunches of soft fresh grass in their 
mouths and carefully carresses them. Who can describe the 
fortune of these calves?" 
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VERSES 48-49 


naktam divarn muraripor adharamrtam ya 
sphita pibaty alam abadham aho subhagya 
sri-radhika-prathita-manam apiha divya- 


nadair adho nayati tarn muralim namami 


datibhir bahu-catubhih sakhi-kulenalarh vaco-bhangibhih 
padante patanair vrajendra-tanayenapi kruddhali-ganaih 
radhayah sakhi sakyate davayituth yo naiva mano yaya 
phutkrtyaiva nirasyate sukrtinim varhsim sakhirh tarn numah 


naktam - night; divam - day; muraripoh - of Krsna; adhara - lips; 
amrtam - nectar; yd - who; sphita - eagerly; pibati - drinks; alam - 
greatly; avadham - unobstructed; aho - O!; subhagya - fortunately; sri 
radhika - Sxi Radhika; prathita - manifested; manam - pride; api - 
even; tha - in Vraja; divya - divine; nddaih - with sounds; adhah - 
downward; nayati - takes; tan - her; muralim - the flute; namami - I 
offer my obeisances. ditibhih - by girl-messengers; bahu - many; 
catubhih - with flattering words; sakhi-kulena - by the girlfriends; 
alam - greatly; vacah - words; bhangibhih - with gestures; padante - 
at the footsoles; patanaih - by falling; vrajendra-tanayena - by the 
prince of Vraja Krsna; api - even; krudha - angry; ali-ganaih - by the 
sakhis; radhayah - of Radha; sakhi - O girlfriend!; sakyate - is able; 
davayitum - to rout; yah - who; na - not; eva - only; manah - pride; 
yaya - by whom; phutkrtya - by sputtering; eva - only; nirasyate - 
removes; sukrtinim - of the fortunate; vamsimn - the flute; sakhim - the 
girlfriend; tam - her; numah - obeisances. 


Aho! I always offer my obeisances unto the most 
fortunate Murali-flute, who is nourished by drinking the 
nectar of Krsna’s lips day and night without obstruction 
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and who takes away Sri Radha’s great loving pique with 
its sweet sounds! 


Vrnda and other girl-messengers used many flattering 
words, Madhumangala and other boyfriends used many 
joking words, Sri Krsna Himself fell at Her feet and Her 
girlfriends used intimidating threats - nothing could 
pacify Sri Radha’s turbulent loving pique but the sound 
of Krsna’s flute. I always praise this most fortunate sakhi, 
the Vamsi-flute. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now in these two verses, 
Sripada Raghunatha praises Sri Krsna’s Murali and Varnéi-flute. 

hasta dvaya mitayama mukha randhra samanvita; catuh 
svara cchidra yukta muralt caru nddini (Bhakti Rasamrta 
Sindhu 2.1.367) 

"A flute which is two hands long, which has a hole for the 
mouth and four sound-holes and which makes beautiful sounds 
is called a Murali." 

Sri Krsna’s Varnsi-flute is described as follows: 


ardhangulantaronmanam taradir vivarastakam; 
tatah sardhangulad yatra mukha randhram tathangulam 
Siro vedangulam puccham tryaigulam sa tu vamnsika; 
nava randhra smrta sapta dasangula mita budhath 

dasangulantara sydac cet sa tara mukha randhrayoh; 

mahanandeti vikhyata tatha sammohiniti ca 

bhavet siiryantara sa cet tata akarsini mata; 

anandini tada vamsi bhaved indrantara yadi 
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gopanam vallabha seyam varisuliti ca visruta; 
kraman manimayi haimi vainaviti tridha ca ya 


(Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.1.368-72) 


"A flute which has a distance of half a finger between each of 
the holes, which has eight sound-holes, whose mouth-hole is 
one and a half finger away from the first soundhole, whose 
frontpiece is four fingers long and backpiece is three fingers 
long, which has a total of nine holes and which is seventeen 
fingers long is called a Varnsi. When there is a distance of ten 
fingers between the mouth-hole and the sound-holes of a 
Varhsi, it is then called Mahananda and Sammohini. When 
there is a distance of twelve fingers, it is called Akarsini and 
when there is a distance of fourteen fingers, it is called 
Anandini. This Anandini-flute is very dear to the cowherders 
and is famous as the Vamsuli. 

The Sammohini is made of jewels, the Akarsini is golden and 
the Varhsuli is made of bamboo." 

Sri Raghunatha says: — naktandivarn — madhuripor 
adharamrtam ya sphita pibatyalam avadham aho subhagya 

"This fortunate flute is greatly nourished by drinking the 
nectar of Krsna’s flute day and night without any obstruction." 

Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written: krsna vaktrendu 
nisthyutam murali ninadamrtam uddipandnam  sarvesdari 
madhye pravaram irsyate (Ujjvala-Nilamani, Uddipana 
Prakarana 65) 

"The nectarean flute-sound emanating from Krsna’s moon- 
like mouth is the greatest of all uddtpanas (incitations of 
ecstatic love)." 
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The sweetness of the flute is one of the four kinds of 
sweetness” that is innate in Sri Krsna." 

trijagan manasdkarsi murali kala kiijitah "The inarticulate 
sounds of the Murali attracts the minds of the three worlds." 

This is one of Sri Krgna’s extraordinary qualities, which 
maddens the world. Only the flute-playing in Vrndavana can 
madden the world. The sound of transcendence emanates from 
the flute at Vrajendra-Nandana’s mouth. 

sabda brahmamaya venum vadayantam mukhambuje That 
sound, that tune, that gamut is one of the great treasures of the 
kingdom of God! That inarticulate sound is like an all-attractive 
mantra that causes the kdma-bija* to vibrate. 


se dhvani caudike dhaya, anda-bhedi vaikunthe yaya, 
jagatera bole poise kane 
sabha matoyala kori, balatkare ane dhari, 


visesata yuvatira gane 


"This sound spreads in all directions, pierces the covering of 
the universe and ascends to Vaikuntha. It forcibly enters into 
the ears of everyone in the world. It maddens everyone and 
brings them to Him by force. This counts especially for the 
young girls." 


dhvani bodo uddhata, pativratara bhange vrata, 
pati kole hoite kadhi ane 


26 The four kinds of sweetness manifest in Vraja are: sweetness of 
pastimes, sweetness of love, sweetness of the flute and sweetness of 
the form. 

27 Tit: seed of desire. Transcendental sound that invokes 

confidential Krsna-mantras. Ed. 
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vaikunthera laksmigane, yei kore akarsane 
tara age kiba gopigane 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 21) 


"This sound is very audacious and breaks the vows of chaste 
wives, dragging them out of their husbands’ laps. If it even 
attracts the goddesses of fortune from Vaikuntha, then what to 
speak of the gopis?" 

The flute has the greatest influence on the Vraja-Kisoris, who 
have sweet amorous feelings for Krsna. In his svariipa, Sripada 
Raghunatha is the maidservant of Sri Radharani, the crown 
jewel of Vraja-Kisoris. Therefore he glorifies the Murali in the 
same way as the Vrajasundaris do it. The Vrajasundaris think 
that the Murali is constantly drinking the most precious nectar 
of Krsna’s lips, without any obstruction, and that is not a small 
merit. They are eager to know what great pious acts this flute 
performed to attain such a great fortune. 


gopyah kim acarad ayam kusalan sma venur 
damodaradhara-sudham api gopikanam 
bhunkte svayam yad avasista-rasam hradinyo 
hrsyattvaco’sru mumucus taravo yatharyah 


(Bhagavata 10.21.9) 


“One Vrajasundari, who was enchanted by the sweetness of 
Krsna’s flute-playing, said: “O sakhis! I do not know what great 
pious activities this dry wooden flute has performed, as a result 
of which he is freely and unlimitedly enjoying the nectar of 
Damodara’s lips, which is actually only enjoyable for the Vraja- 
gopikas! The rivers horripilate in the form of their blossoming 
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lotus flowers when they behold this good fortune and the trees 
issue streams of honey as tears of ecstasy, just as the elders of a 
family shed tears of ecstasy when they see that some crown 
jewel of devotees has taken birth in their dynasty.” 

Srila Kaviraja_ Gosvamipada has given a_ wonderful 
explanation of this verse when he describes Sriman 
Mahaprabhu’s talks of ecstatic incoherence (pralapa): 


gopigana! koho sabhe koriyd vicara! 
kon tirtha, kon tapa, kon siddha mantra japa, 
ei venu koilo janmantare 


"O gopis! Tell me after due consideration! In which holy 
place has this flute bathed? What penances did he perform, or 
what perfect mantra has he practised in a previous birth?" 


heno krsnadhara sudha, ye koilo amrta mudha, 
yara asaya gopi dhare prana 
e venu ayogya ati, eke sthavara purusa jati, 
sei sudha sada kore pana 


"Although this flute is so unqualified, being a motionless 
being of the male sex’’, he always drinks the nectar of Krsna’s 
lips, that defeats ordinary nectar, the aspiration for which keeps 
the gopis alive." 


yara dhana na kohe tare, pana kore balatkare, 


28 Previously, the flute was described as female, because the Murali- 
flute is a female flute, but this pada glorifies the Venu, which is a male 
flute. Ed. 
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tara tapasyara phala, dekho ihara bhagya bol, 
ihara ucchista mahdjane khaya 


"He forcibly drinks the wealth that does not belong to him 
and then calls the gopis, thus telling them about the result of 
his penances. Just see how fortunate he is! Even the great saints 
eat his remnants!" 


manasa ganga kalindi, bhuvana pavana nadi, 
krsna yadi tate kore snana 
venura jhutadhara rasa, hoiyd lobhe paravasa, 
sei kale harse kore pana 


"When Krsna bathes in world-sanctifying rivers like Manasa 
Ganga and Yamuna, they become overwhelmed with greed and 
blissfully drink the saliva emanating from His flute." 


e to nari rahu diire, orksa sab tara tire, 
tapa kore para upakari. 
nadira sesa rasa paiya, mila dvare akarsiya 
keno piye, bujhite na pare 


"What to speak of the women (rivers), even the trees on the 
banks of these waters, which perform penance for the welfare 
of others drink this saliva, which is the nectarean remnant of 
the rivers, by sucking it up through their roots. Why they are 
drinking it, they cannot understand." 


nijankure pulakita, puspa hasya vikasita, 
madhu mise bohe asru-dhara 
venuke mani nija jati, aryera yaiche putra nati, 
vaisnava hoile ananda vikara 
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"They horripilate through their sprouts, smile through their 
blooming flowers and shed streams of tears through their 
oozing honey. Considering the flute to belong to their species, 
they show these signs of ecstasy just as a noble man is ecstatic 
when his son or grandson becomes a Vaisnava." 


venura tapa jani yabe, ei tapa kore tabe, 
o to ayogya, mara yogya nari. 
ya na paiya duhke more, ayogya piye sahite nari, 
taha lagi tapasya vicari 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch.16) 


"When we know what penance this Venu performed, we will 
also do it. He is, after all, unqualified and we are qualified 
because we are young women. We die of misery because we 
don’t get it and we cannot tolerate that this unqualified flute 
gets it, so we ourselves consider to perform penance." 

Sripada ascertains the qualifications of the Murali by saying: 
srt radhika prathita manam apiha divya nddair adho nayati 
tam muralim namami 

"I offer my obeisances unto this Murali, who removes even 
Sri Radhika’s turbulent pique with her sweet sounds." 

phutkrti vidhuta manah sa bhavatu vijayt harer venuh 
(Ujjvala Nilamani Srngara bheda 140) 

"Sri Krsna’s Venu is supreme, for Sri Radhika’s pique is 
destroyed simply when Hari blows through _ it." 
mdnasyopddhyayi prasida sakhit rundhi me sruti-dvandvam. 
ayam uccadtana mantran siddho venur vane pathati (ibid 141) 

Lalita teaches Sri Radha mana and Sri Krsna plays His 
Murali. Manamayi Sri Radha then admonishes Her dear friend 
Lalita, saying: 
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"O teacher of the science of pique! Be pleased with Me and 
block My ears! Just listen! This flute is like a master of yoga that 
utters a persecuting mantra in the woods! When this mantra 
enters into My ears I won't be able to maintain My pique 
anymore!" 

Remembering this wonderful ability of the flute to break 
(Radhika’s) pique, he remembers a pastime, which was 
revealed to him in his siddha-svaripa one day. This pastime is 
desribed in verse 49. 

One day, Sri Radha is pouting in a kufija and Her pique is 
hard to conquer. She was eagerly waiting for Her lover in a 
kufija, when He came to Her with the signs of enjoyment of 
another heroine on Him, and this caused Her pique. 
Everybody, Nagara (Krsna) as well as the sakhis, was aggrieved 
because of Manini’s longlasting pique. The different clever and 
flattering words of Vrnda and her girl-messengers could not 
remove Her pique. The different funny and suggestive words 
of Madhumangala and his buddies were unable to remove 
Srimatt’s pique and finally, the guilty Nagara Himself fell at 
Manini’s foot soles and cajoled Her in so many ways, floating in 
His own tears, but still Srimati’s pique was not broken. Sitting 
with Her back towards Him, She completely rejected Him. 

Seeing that both Radha and Syama were suffering hardships, 
the sakhis also undertook different efforts to break Radha’s 
pique: 

naydanera nira, nijhare jharaye, 
canda nirakhaye taya. 

tohari vadana, sonari tokhona, 
murachita gadi yaya. 


"Streams of tears gush from His eyes when He sees the 
moon, for then He remembers Your face and falls in a swoon." 
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rama he! tejaho kathina mana! 
purukha viraha, duhsaha kathina, 
ebara rakhoho prana 


"O lady-love! Give up Your harsh pique! This man is no 
longer able to tolerate the harsh separation from You! Now save 
His life!" 


kusuma-lata dhari, alingaye hari, 
tuya kalevara bhane 
parase vivasa, bhoi gelo madhava, 


muruche madana bane 


"Hari embraces a flower vine, taking it to be Your body. 
Madhava becomes overwhelmed by that touch and faints from 
the onslaughts of Cupid’s arrrows." 


Sirtsa kusume, Seja vichaiya, 
kama sare ageyana 
garala adhika, candana lepana, 


tejite cahe parana 
(Pada Kalpataru) 


"He makes a bed of Sirisa-flowers and faints because of 
Cupid’s arrows. The sandalpulp anointing His body feels hotter 
to Him than poison. Thus He wants to give up His life." Even 
these petitions of the sakhis could not break Srimati’s mana. 

Then they tried to persuade Her with different intimidating 


words. 
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Lalita said: "Come, Visakha! Come, my friends! We're all 
going home! Our hero has already left in despair. Let Her stay 
there alone in that kwija, holding on to Her pride!" 

Still Srimati’s mana did not go. Manini silently sat there 
weeping and breathing deeply. Everyone is upset with anxiety 
and anguish. Just then, one sakhi told Syama: 

"Syama! Have You forgotten the glories of Your flute? Take 
shelter of Your flute just once and let’s see wha t will happen!" 

Syamasundara then took His Murali to His flower-like lips 
and blew in it. Syama’s heartache of separation from Sri Radha 
became manifest in the unclear sweet sounds of the flute, and 
as soon as that sound entered into Srimati’s earholes She 
became unsteady. Gone was Her pique! 

The sakhis then glorified the fortunate Murali, who was able 
to remove Srimati’s pique and establish the meeting of the 
Divine Pair for that day. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I praise that sakhz, who appears as 
Krsna’s flute!" 


krsnera adharamrta diva-ratri pane; 
atisaya paripusta yei bhagyavane 
radhara utkata mana yara divya nade; 
apanayana koriteche nitya pade pade 
§rt krsnera kore sei mohana murali; 
namaskara kori tare ho’ye kutiholt 


"I eagerly offer my obeisances unto Sri Krsna’s enchanting 
Murali-flute, who is so fortunate to drink the nectar of Krsna’s 
lips day and night and thus become greatly nourished, and 
whose divine sounds always remove Radha’s harsh pique." 
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nand vidha catuvakye vrndadi ditigana; 
asamartha hoy yaha korite khandana 
madhumangaladi sakha parihasa vakye; 
Sithila korite nare ye mana-granthike 
pranata hoiya pade vrajendranandana; 
durjaya mana nirasane asamartha hon 
vibhisika pradarsane yoto sakhigana; 
yara prasamane tara-o parajita hon 
phutkara koriba-matra se durjaya mana; 
apasarana kore yei trnera samana 
saubhagya salini sakhi svariipa vamsike; 
nitya stava kori ami pranata mastake 


"I bow down my head before the fortunate Varnsi, who 
appears like a sakhi. Simply by blowing into her, Krsna 
managed to remove Sri Radha’s turbulent pique, which Vrnda 
and her girl-messengers could not break with their different 
flattering words, which Madhumangala and his buddies could 
not unravel with their joking words, which Vrajendra-Nandana 
could not remove by bowing down to Her, and which the sakhis 
could not pacify by threatening to abandon Her. 

Even they could not defeat Radha’s pride, but the flute 
removed it just like a blade of grass. I eternally praise this flute." 


VERSE 50: 


sphitas tandaviko harer muralika-nadena nrtyotsavatn 
gharnac-caru-sikhanda-valgu-sarasi-tire nikufijagratah 
tanvan kufja-viharinoh sukha-bharam sampadayed yas tayoh 
smrtva tar sikhi-rajam utsukataya badhar didrksimahe 
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sphitah - blooming; tandavikah - Tandavika; hareh - Haris; 
muralika - Murali; nddena - by the sound; nrtya - dance; utsavam - 
festival; ghiirnat - turning; cdru - beautiful; sikhanda - peacock; valgu 
- lovely; sarasi - lake; tire - on the bank; nikufija - grove; agratah - 
before; tanvan - extending; kufija viharina - the enjoyers in the grove; 
sukha-bharam - great joy; sampadayet - accomplishes; yah - who; 
tayoh - of Radha and Krsna; smrtva - having remembered; tam - him; 
Sikhi-rajam - the king of peacocks; utswkatayad - eagerly; badham - 
increased; didrksamahe - we desire to see. 


We eagerly yearn to see Tandavika, the king of 
peacocks, remembering how he bloomed of joy when 
hearing Hari’s flute song and how he delighted the 
enjoyers of the kufja, Sri-Sri Radha-Krgna, by spreading 
out his feathers and engaging in a festival of dance 
before the gate of the nikufja on the bank of Sri 
Radhakunda. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Sri Krsna’s beloved peacock Tandavika. 

All the animals, birds, trees and vines in Vraja are Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s playmates, and the Divine Pair considers them all 
Theirs. They have a sweet relationship with each of them, and 
thus the flavours of Their pastimes are nourished. 

Tandavika is Sri Krsna’s beloved peacock. When Tandavika 
hears Sri Krsna’s flutesong, he spreads out his feathers and 
shows the wonderful sweetness of his dancing. 

From Srimad Bhagavata’s “Venu-Giti’-chapter we learn how 
the Vraja-gopis, in their piirva-raga (preliminary stage of love) 
experienced the sweet dancing of the peacocks when they 
heard Sri Govinda’s flute — 
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govinda venum anu matta mayira nrtyam — preksadri 
sa@nvaparatanya samasta sattvam (Bhag. 10.21.10) 

The purport of this verse is, that when Sri Krsna came to the 
forest and began to play His flute, the peacocks took Him to be 
a fresh monsoon cloud, His dress to be the fresh lightning and 
His flute song to be the soft rumbling of the clouds. Thus they 
began to dance in ecstatic love, extending their feathers. 

Then Sri Krsna increased their enthusiasm by playing His 
flute even more blissfully. In this way, Sri Krsna’s flute-playing 
and the dancing of the peacocks exhibit a wonderful 
transcendental bliss, which causes all the different birds and 
animals of the forest to become immersed in topmost bliss. 
Speechless and motionless they stand in the table land of 
Govardhana Hill, relishing the mellows of Sri Krsna’s flute- 
playing and the dancing of the peacocks as spectators. 

When the peacocks blissfully spread out their feathers and 
start dancing, some of their feathers fall off, making Sri Krsna 
think: 

"These peacocks are pleased with My flute-playing and are 
giving Me presents in the form of these nicely coloured peacock 
feathers. It is as if they are saying: 

"Ohe Vrajendra-Nandana! We are just birds! We don’t have 
any jewels and money, but the people love our feathers. Being 
pleased with Your flute-playing, we are offering You these 
coloured peacock feathers as presents. Will You accept this 
humble offering?" 

Vraja-raja-Nandana then devotionally wears these loving 
offerings on His head. Hence He is called Sikhi-pificha-mauli 
(He Who wears peacock feathers). 

When Sri Krsna tucks these peacock feathers in His crown, 
all the mobile and immobile creatures become enchanted by 


~ 718 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


His beauty and the peacocks, considering themselves fortunate, 
dance in even greater loving ecstasy! 

This verse praises Vrndavana’s greatest peacock Tandavika. 
Tandavika plays a very beautiful role in the pastimes of the 
Divine Pair. 

During the kuvija-bhanga-pastime”, he awakens the fear in 
Their hearts that some unwanted, adverse person is coming by 
crying out ‘ke-o’ ‘ke-o’, and thus he urges Them to return home. 
When the Divine Pair meets, he awakens in Them desires to 
make love with his dancing. 

And how much bliss he gives to the Divine Pair and Their 
sakhis when he is put at stake during gambling matches like the 
dice-game! And then again, when S17 Radha and Her girlfriends 
see Tandavika when they are separated from Sri Krsna, they 
can understand that Krsna must be around there. 

This verse depicts the remembrance of a sweet pastime that 
was perceived one day. The Divine Pair was once enjoying 
Themselves freely and sweetly in the woods around Sri 
Radhakunda at noontime. Sri Radha-Madhava entered into the 
forest named Varsiharsa (joy of the monsoon), where the sky 
was covered by garlands of monsoon clouds, rain was pouring 
down incessantly and the directions were filled with Kadamba-, 
Arjuna- and other trees. 

The sakhi of the monsoon-season arrived to render her 
service to the Divine Pair, wearing a black dress in the form of 
a garland of monsoon clouds, intertwined by golden threads of 
lightning, a pearl necklace in the form of a row of ducks and 


29 Radha and Krsna's pastime of awakening between 3.36-6 a.m., 
described in the opening chapters of Govinda-Lilamrta and Krsna- 
Bhavanamrta. 
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jeweled ornaments in the form of the rainbow with its multi- 
coloured beams of blue, yellow and red. 

After admiring the beauty of the monsoon-forest, the Divine 
Pair sat down on a jeweled throne in a kufija, where the sakhis 
and maiijaris became absorbed in their devotional services. 
Meanwhile Tandavika, the king of peacocks, entered the 
courtyard of the kusija and began to dance sweetly, to inspire 
the Divine Pair to perform Their erotic pastimes. 

How wonderfully sweetly the deep rumbling of the clouds is 
decorated by the soft sound of the fresh Krsna-cloud’s Murali- 
flute! In the sky there is a garland of clouds inset with restless 
lightning strikes, and ahead, in the ku/ija, is a fresh Krsna-cloud 
embraced by Sri Radha, Who has the luster of millions of steady 
lightning strikes! 

There is no limit to Tandavika’s joy! The king of peacocks, 
Tandavika, dances in an enchanting way, turning along an 
abundance of enchanting flowers. Kuiija-enjoyers Sri Radha- 
Madhava are fascinated when They behold Tandavika’s dance. 
Remembering this _ pastime, Sri Raghunatha says: 
"Remembering this Tandavika I eagerly yearn to see him!" 

Along with seeing Tandavika’s dancing, Sri Raghunatha is 
eager to see the sweetness of the pastimes of the Divine Pair. 


mohana murali nade radhakunda tire; 
paranande matiya ye nikunjera dvare 
puccha pasariya ghuri nrtyotsava raige; 
sukha dana koriteche sri radha govinde 
sei Sikhi-raja srestha tandavika’ nama; 
nitya darasana lagi akulita prana 


"With an anxious heart I always yearn to see the greatest king 
of peacocks named “Tandavika’, who delights Sri Radha- 
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Govinda by spreading out his tail and wiggling around in a 
festival of ecstatic intoxicated dance in front of the nikufija-gate 
on the bank of Radhakunda, following the enchanting sound of 
the Murali-flute." 


VERSE 51: 


saptaham mura-mardanah pranayato gosthaika-raksotsuko 

bibhran-manam udara-pani-ramanair yasmai salilarn dadau 
gandharva-murabhid-vilasa-vigalat-kasmira-rajyad-guha- 
stat khattayita-ratna-sundara-silo govardhanah patu vah 


sapta - seven; ahari - days; muramardanah - Krsna; pranayatah - 
out of love; gostha - Vraja; eka - only; raksa - protection; utsukah - 
eager; vibhrad - carrying; manam - worshipable; udara - enchanting; 
pani - hand; ramanaih - through the lovely motions; yasmai - by 
whom; salilari - with pastimes; dadau - giving; gandharva-murabhid 
- Radha-Krsna; vilasa - pastimes; vigalat - melted off; kasmira - 
saffron; rajyad - shining; guhah - cave; tat - its; khattayita - couch; 
ratna - jewel; sundara - beautiful; silah - rock; govardhanah - 
Govardhana; patu - may protect; vah - you. 


May Govardhana Hill, who was lovingly held up on the 
graceful hand of Sri Krsna, Who was eager to protect 
Gokula, for seven days; who was thus given the honour 
of a worshipable personality by the Lord; whose caves 
are coloured by the saffron, which has fallen from Sri 
Gandharva and Giridhari’s bodies during Their loving 
pastimes and whose boulders are like beautiful jeweled 
couches for the Divine Couple to sit on, protect you. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Giriraja Sri 
Govardhana is being praised. 

Sri Giriraja is Vraja’s saubhagya-tilaka (the mark of glory and 
fortune), and because of him, Sri Vrndavana is so lovely. 

aho vrnddvanam ramyam yatra govardhano girih (Skanda 
Purana) 

By aborting the cowherders’ traditional sacrifice to Indra and 
by establishing the worship of Giriraja instead, the Lord has 
personally announced the glories of Giriraja to the world. He 
extended the net of logical arguments before His worshipable 
father Sri Nanda Maharaja to make him lose confidence in the 
worship of Indra and then preached the worship of Govardhana 
Hill. 

Finally Indra became angry and began to cause mischief to 
Vraja by pouring down rain and thunderbolts upon the area, 
and the Lord callously held up Giriraja with His left hand, thus 
protecting the people of Vraja. 

One of Sri Krsna’s names is Muramardana, which means that 
He easily killed a demon named Mura, who was adverse to the 
demigods, headed by Indra. 

He could have protected Vraja through so many other means 
also, but just to establish the glories of Giriraja, Sri Krsna lifted 
His beloved mount and thus protected Vraja by providing its 
inhabitants, who were attacked by Indra, a place of shelter 
under it. 

Not only that, He Himself worshipped Govardhana Hill with 
His lotus hands for seven days and nights without interruption. 

Just as the means of worshipping the deity is laid down in the 
scriptures, that show how to make pure mudras with the hands, 
indicating one’s expertise in ritual worship, similarly Sri 
Giridhari held $11 Giriraja on the little finger of His left hand 
and worshipped Giriraja as if He were a worshipper Himself, 
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by holding it continuously for seven days and nights, showing 
pure mudras with His left hand. 

By thus personally worshipping Giriraja, who is also known 
as Haridasa Varya, the best of Hari’s servants, the Lord taught 
the people of the world how to worship a devotee. 

The Lord personally told Sri Uddhava: 

mad bhakta pijyabhyadhika (Bhag. 11.19.21) "One of the 
causes of attaining devotion unto Me is to know that it satisfies 
Me even more if My devotee is worshipped than if I am 
personally worshipped." 

For this reason also the Lord told His beloved associate 
Arjuna in the Adi-Purana: 


ye me bhakta janah partha na me bhaktas ca te janah 
mad bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas te me bhaktatama matah 


"O Partha! Those who are only My devotees are actually not 
My devotees, but those who are the devotees of My devotees, I 
consider them to be My topmost devotees!" 

Sriman Mahadeva also told Devi: 


aradhananam sarvesam visnor aradhanam param 
tasmat parataram devi tadiyanam samarcanam 


(Padma Purana) 


"O Devi! Of all the worship of gods, the worship of Visnu is 
the greatest. Even greater than the worship of Visnu is the 
worship of His devotee!" 

The reason is: 
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siddhir bhavati vd neti samnsayo’cyuta sevinam 
nihsamsayas tu tad bhakta paricaryaratatmanam 


(Varaha Purana) 


"There may still be doubts about whether or not one attains 
perfection simply by serving Acyuta, but there is no doubt 
about it that perfection is attained when the devotee of Acyuta 
is served." 


Thus: 


krsna seva hoite-o vaisnava sevd bodo; 
bhagavata-adi sab sastre koilo dodho 
eteke vaisnava sevd parama upaya; 
bhakta seva hoite se sabai krsna paya 
sevakera dasya prabhu kore nijanande; 
ajaya caitanya simha jine bhakta vrnde 


"The service to the Vaisnavas is even greater than the service 
to Krsna. All this has been firmly concluded by scriptures like 
the Bhagavata. The service to the Vaisnavas is the greatest 
means to attain Krsna. The Lord Himself revels in the service 
to the devotees. Thus the devotees subdue the invincible 
Caitanya-lion." 

Then Sri Raghunatha shows how Sri Giriraja Govardhana is 
the greatest of all of Lord Hari’s servants by saying: gandharva- 
murabhid vilasa vigalat kasmira rajyad guhas tat khattayita 
ratna sundara silo govardhanah patu vah 

"May Govardhana Hill, whose caves are coloured by the 
saffron that has fallen from Sri Gandharva and Giridhari’s 
bodies during Their loving pastimes, and whose boulders are 
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like beautiful jeweled couches for the Divine Couple to sit on, 
protect you." 

There are many devotees known as Haridasa in this world, 
but no one like Giriraja Govardhana can offer a lovely 
playground to the Lord with his own body. The most lovely 
solitary caves of Sri-Sit Giriraja are decorated by the saffron 
that has fallen off S1i-Srt Radha-Madhava’s bodies during Their 
amorous pastimes. This shows that the most intimate pastimes 
of the Divine Pair take place there. 

In this way Sri Giriraja has become blessed by carrying 
hundreds of charming caves and groves on his body, that are 
decorated with S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava’s necklaces, bangles 
and garlands, which were broken during Their amorous battles. 
Srimat Ripa Gosvami has written: 


gandharvayah keli kala bandhava! kufije ksunnais tasyah kankana 
haraih prayatanga 
rasa krida-manditayopatyakayadhya! pratyasam me tvoam kuru 
govardhana piirnam 


(Stavamala) 


"QO Govardhana! You are the assistant in Gandharva Sri 
Radha’s artistic pastimes. Your body has been decorated with 
Sri Radha’s broken bangles and garlands and your valleys have 
been enriched by having been adorned with Sri Radha-Krsna’s 
Rasa-pastimes. Please fulfill all my desires!" 

In this way Giriraja’s boulders are like beautiful jewelled 
couches for Sri Radha-Krsna, where the playful Pair can 
blissfully sit and enjoy a little rest. Srimat Ripa Gosvami has 
written: prdjyd rajir yasya virdjatyupalanam krsnendsau 
santatam adhydsita madhya 


Sri Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"O Govardhana! Your garland of boulders shines very 
beautifully because Sri Krsna always sits on them!" 

Sripada Dasa Gosvami says: 

"May that Govardhana, whose boulders are like beautiful 
jeweled couches for the Divine Couple to sit on, protect you!" 
In other words: 

"May he protect the surrendered soul by giving him prema!" 
This is Sripada Gosvamicarana’s merciful blessing upon the 
world. 


mura-ndsana sri govinda, raksa lagi kori chanda, 
prana priya vraja vrndavana 
yara puja jandite, nija manohara hate, 
sapta dina korilo dharana 
yugala vilasa kale, duhun anga sveda jale, 
vigalita kunkuma candane 
yara guha suranjita, ratna-khatta sila-yuta, 
raksa korun sei govardhane 


"May Govardhana Hill, who was held for seven days on the 
enchanting hand of Mura-nasana $11 Govinda, Who wanted to 
protect His heart’s beloved Vraja-Vrndiavana and Who wanted 
to show the world how to worship Giriraja, whose caves are 
coloured by the saffron that has melted off the sweat-studded 
bodies of the Divine Pair during Their amorous pastimes, and 
who has boulders like jeweled couches, my that Govardhana 
Hill protect you." 
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VERSE 352: 


nipais campaka-palibhir nava-varasokai rasalotkaraih 
punnagair bakulair lavanga-latika vasantikabhir vrtaih 
hrdyam tat-priya-kundayos tata-milan-madhya-pradesam param 
radha-madhavayoh priya-sthalam idam kelyas tad evasraye 


nipaih - by Kadamba-trees; campaka-palibhih - by rows of 
Campaka-vines; nava - fresh; vara - best; asokaih - by Asoka-trees; 
rasdla - mango-trees; utkaraih - by a multitude; punndgaih - by 
Punnaga- or Naga KeSara-trees; bakulaih - by Bakula-trees; labanga- 
latika - by clove-vines; vadsantikabhih - by Madhavi-vines; vrtaih - 
surrounded; hrdyam - pleasant; tat - Their; priya - dear; kundayoh - 
of both ponds; tata - the bank; milan - meeting; madhya - middle; 
pradesa - area; param - greatest; radha-madhavayoh - of Radha and 
Madhava; priya - dear; sthalam - place; idam - this; kelyah - plays; tad 
- that; eva - only; asraye - I take shelter. 

I take shelter of the central area, where Radhakunda 
and Syamakunda meet (the Sanigama), which is Radha 
and Madhava’s dear most playground and which is very 
charming due to being surrounded by Kadamba-trees, 
Campaka-vines, excellent Asoka-trees, mango-trees, 
Naga-KeSara-trees, Bakula-trees, clove-vines and 
Madhavi-vines. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After praising Sri Govardhana, 
Sripada Raghunatha now praises Sri Radhakunda, the most 
lovely crown jewel of Vraja, which is situated at the base of Sri 
Govardhana and which is his exclusive sanctuary. He starts with 
the Sangama, the place where Sri Radhakunda and 
Syamakunda meet. 

After Sri Krsna killed the bull demon Aristasura, He struck 
the ground with His left heel and created Syamakunda on the 
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pretext of purifying Himself. Then He called all the holy waters 
of the world to come and enter into it. 

When He challenged Sri Radharani in this way by making a 
kunda that contained all the holy waters, Srimati Radharani, 
seeing a large hole on the western side of Syamakunda that 
Aristasura had made at the time of death by kicking it with his 
hooves, began to make Sri Radhakunda there by digging out the 
soil with Her girlfriends. 

In this verse, Sripada Raghunatha praises the Sarigama, the 
place where Sri Radhakunda and Syamakunda meet. This 
Sangama-place is extremely charming due to being surrounded 
and covered by different trees and vines. 

The mere sight of this place fills the minds of the Playful Pair 
Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava with a strong desire to make love. 

In Sri Vrndavana Mahimamrtam (4.102-107) Srila 
Prabodhananda Sarasvati describes the wealth of the natural 
beauty that surrounds Sri Radhakunda and Syamakunda: 


praphulla divya mallika labanga jati yathika kadamba campakavali 

sthalaravinda vithibhih; 
Sirtsa kunda ketaki kusumbha kimsukadibhir manojtia madhavi 
latadyananta puspa vallibhih 

priyangu naga kesarair asoka karnikarakaih sphutatimukta saptala 

suvarna ytithikadibhih; 
vicitra bheda jhintika sugandha bandhujivakair hayari 
kubjakadibhih praphullitair vicitritam 
vicitra pallavodgamair vicitra puspa sambhrtair vicitra patra 
mafijarir vicitra guccha jalakaih; 
vicitra saurabhodayair vicitra sidhu varsibhir vicitra rocir ujjvalaih 
parais ca sakhibhir vrtam 


"All around the two kundas are blooming divine jasmine- 
vines, clove-vines, Jatis, Yathikas, Kadamba-trees, rows of 
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Campaka-trees, _landlotuses, Sirisa-, Kunda-, Ketaki-, 
Kusumbha- and Kimsuka-flowers; innumerable flower vines 
like the Madhavi-latas, Priyangu-, Naga-Kesara-, Asoka-, and 
Karnikara-trees, blooming Madhavi-vines, fresh jasmines, 
golden Yathikas and so on; different kinds of Jhintikas, fragrant 
Bandhuka-flowers, Hayari-, Kubjaka- and other trees. 

The woods around the kunda are decorated with wonderfully 
effulgent trees bearing wonderful budding sprouts, an 
abundance of wonderful flowers, wonderful leaves and buds 
and wonderful garlands, which are spreading a wonderful scent 
and are creating a wonderful shower of honey." 

And then again: 


radha-krsna raha kathanuvadandd ascarya madhuryavad 
dhvanaih sri suka sarika-vyatikarair Gnanda sarvasvadam 
karnakarsi kuhith kuhitr iti kalalapair vrtam kokilair 
nrtyan matta mayiram anya vihagais cananda kolahalam 
tan madhye nava mafiju kuitja valayan sobha vibhiityasama- 
nordhvam divya vicitra ratna latikadyananda puspa sriya 
antastalpa varam varopakaranair ddhyam samantad dadhad 
radha-madhava bhukta bhogyam akhilanandaika samrajya-bhih 
madhyaitadrsa kutija mandalam aho kundam maha mohanam 
sandrananda maha-rasamrta bharaih svacchaih sada sambhrtam 
ratnabaddha catustati vilasitam sad ratna sopadnavat 
tirtham sri tata sat kadambaka talacchaya mani kuttimam 


"The kuiijas give great delight with their sweet and amazing 
male and female parrots who loudly repeat Sri Radha-Krsna’s 
intimate talks. They are decorated with cuckoos who delight the 
ears with their unclear sweet singing of kuha kuhi, intoxicated 
peacocks who beautify the place with their dancing and various 
birds who make a great ecstatic tumult. 
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These fresh groves have attained a peerless status with their 
treasure of beauty and the blissful flowers of the wonderful and 
divine jeweled vines. Here again are the greatest couches, 
which are endowed with the most excellent ingredients for the 
enjoyment of Sri Radha and Madhava. 

In this way, nothing else can be perceived anywhere but the 
kingdom of transcendental bliss". 

"In the middle of these kufijas is a charming pond, which is 
always filled with clear, nectar-like water that crystallises the 
strong flavours of deep bliss. Its four banks are studded with 
jewels, the ghdts (landingplaces) are  beautified by 
superexcellent jeweled staircases and enchanting jeweled 
platforms that lie in the shade of Kadamba-trees." 

In this way, the Sangama, the place where the two kundas 
meet and the place which is endowed with the most amazing 
natural beauty, is Sri Sri. Radha-Madhava’s dear most 
playground, where Their wonderful sweet pastimes take place. 

The two kundas are non-different from Sri Sri Radha-Syama. 
This sweet meeting place of the two kundas awakens desires for 
amorous pastimes in the hearts of the Youthful Pair and thus 
makes Them unsteady. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this most confidential 
playground of the Sri Yugala." 

This playground is transcendental and the reservoir of all 
compassion. The kundas will be merciful to anyone who is 
sincerely and earnestly surrendered and it will bless such a soul 
by showing him the pastimes that are taking place there. This is 
the main purpose of surrender. 


kadamba campaka-sreni, abhinava asoka Sreni, 


bakuladi amra nagesvara 
labanga madhavi dvara, cari dike ache ghera, 
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ye sthanera sobha manohara 
radhakunda syamakunda, madhye ratna bhiimikhanda, 
yetha nitya yugala vihara. 
divya cintamani dhama, sangama sthala yara nama, 
asraya kori vdsana amara 


"I yearn to take shelter of the divine Cintamani-abode called 
the Sanigama, the jewelled grounds that connect Radhakunda 
and Syamakunda, where the Divine Pair always enjoys and 
which is beautifully surrounded by enchanting rows of 
Kadamba-, Campaka-, Asoka-, Bakula-, mango- and Nagesvara- 
trees as well as clove- and Madhavi-vines." 


VERSE 353: 


sri-vrnda-vipinam suramyam api tac chriman sa govardhanah 
sa rasa-sthalikapy alarh rasamayi kit tavad anya-sthalam 
yasyapy amsa-lavena narhati manak samyarm mukundasya tat 
pranebhyo’py adhika-priyeva dayitam tat-kundam evasraye 


Sri urndavipinam - Sri Vrndavana; suramyam - very lovely; api - 
although; tat - that; sriman - beautiful; sa - he; govardhanah - 
Govardhana; sa - she; rasa-sthalika - the place of the Rasa dance; api 
- even; alam - greatly; rasamayji - full of flavour; kim - what; tavat - so 
far; anya - other; sthalam - places; yasya - whose; amsa - particle; 
lavena - with a fraction; na - not; arhati - should; mandk - slightly; 
samyam - equality; mukundasya - of Mukunda; tat - that; pranebhyah 
- than the heart; api - even; adhika - more; priya - dear; iva - as if; 
dayitam - dearly beloved; tat - that; kundam - pond; eva - only; asraye 
- I take shelter. 
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The delightful forest of Vrndavana, beautiful 
Govardhana Hill and the nectarean arena of the Rasa- 
dance, what to speak of other places, are not equal to 
even a single particle of one of the atoms of Sri 
Radhakunda. I take shelter of that divine lake, which is 
dearer to Mukunda than His own life breath. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Srimat Dasa 
Gosvamipada, who has taken shelter of Sri. Radhakunda, 
describes the glories of Vraja’s crown jewel Sri-Sri Radhakunda 
and reveals his exclusive attachment to the shelter of the kunda. 

yatha radhda priya visnos tasyah kundam priyam tathd. sarva 
gopisu saivaika visnor atyanta ballabha (Padma Purana) 

"Just as Srimati Radharani is dear to Krsna, so is Her pond 
Radhakunda. Of all the gopis, She alone is very dear to Sri 
Krsna." 

On the day the kunda advented itself, Sri Krsna personally 
said: 


proce harih priyatame tava kundam etat 
mat kundato’pi mahimadhikam astu loke 
atraiva me salila kelir ihaiva nityam 
snanam yatha tvam asi tadvad idam saro me 


Sri Hari said: "O Dearest One! May Your kunda be even 
more glorious in this world than mine! Here I will always bathe 
and play in the water, because this lake is as dear to Me as You 
are!" 


sarva gopi hoite radha krsnera preyasi; 
taiche radha-krsna priya - priyara sarast 
yei kunde nitya krsna radhikara sange; 
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jale jalakeli kore - tire rasa range 
sei kunde eka bara yei kore snana; 
tare radha sama prema krsna kore dana 
kundera madhuri yena radhara madhurima; 
kundera mahima yeno radhara mahima 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya 18) 


"Of all the gopis, Radha is Krsna’s most beloved and 
similarly, Her lake is most dear to Him. Anyone who bathes 
even once in this lake, in which Krsna eternally plays water 
sports with Radhika and on whose banks He dances the Rasa- 
dance with Her, will receive a love for Krsna that equals the 
love of Radhika! The sweetness of the kunda is like Radha’s 
sweetness and the glories of the kunda are like Radha’s glories." 

Although there are thousands and thousands of holy waters 
in Vraja, no such glorification can be heard of any other holy 
water. For this reason, Radhakunda is the crown jewel of Vraja. 
Sri Raghunatha says: 

"In the 168 miles circumference of Vraja, Sri Vrndavana is 
very charming!" 

In the Adi Purana it is written: 


yatra vrndavanam nama vanam kama dughair drumaih 
manorama nikunjadhyam sarvartu sukha sarhyutam 
yatra nirmala paniya kdlindt saritam vara 
ratna baddhobhaya tata harisa padmadi sankula 


"There (in Vraja-dhama) is Vrndavana, which is enriched by 
charming arbours that are filled with wish yielding trees, and 
where the six seasons spread delight. Here flows the best of 
rivers, Kalindi, which is filled with clear spotless water and 
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blooming lotus flowers, where swans are swimming and whose 
banks are studded with jewels." 
In the Padma Purana it is written: 


idan vrndavanam ramyam mama dhamaiva kevalam 
patica yojanam evasti vanam me deha ripakam 
kalindiyam susumnakhya paramamrta vahini 
tejomayam idam ramyam adrsyam carma caksusa 


"This charming Vrndavana is My only abode and with its ten- 
mile circumference, this forest is My body. The Kalindi, which 
carries the greatest nectar, is also known as the Susumna (spine 
of Vraja). This charming Vrndavana is very powerful (and 
effulgent), but is invisible to the physical eyes." 

There is written more in the Padma Purana about the 
loveliness of Vrndavana: 


nitya nittana puspadi ranijitam sukha sankulam 
svatmananda sukhotkarsa sabdadi visayatmakam 
nana citra vihaigadi dhvanibhih pariranjitam 
nana ratna latagsobhi mattali dhvani manditam 
cintamani paricchannam jyotsna jala samakulam 
sarvartu phala puspadhyam prabalath sobhitam pari 
kadlindt jala samsargi vayund kampitam muhuh 
orndavanam kusumitam nana orksa vihangamaih 
samsmaret sadhako dhiman vildsaika niketanam 


"An intelligent and attentive practitioner should fully 
remember flowery Vrndavana, which is the only abode of 
transcendental pastimes. This Vrndiavana is coloured by 
evergreen flowers, it is filled with transcendental bliss which is 
greater than the bliss experienced by those who perceive the 
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Paramatma and which is revealed through transcendental 
sounds, touches, forms, flavours and odours. 

Vrndavana is beautified by the sounds of different kinds of 
birds and decorated by different jeweled vines with humming, 
intoxicated bees. 

It is pervaded by a transcendental light which is diffused by 
Cintamani-jewels, filled with fruits of all the six seasons and 
beautified with coral rocks. 

In this flowery Vrndavana, which is beautified with various 
trees and birds, the wind makes soft ripples on the water of the 
Kalindi. Such are the opulences of Vrndavana." 

And in Vrndavana, again the most beautiful place is the 
delicious Rasa-sthali. 

Sasvad rasa rasonmattam yatra gopi-kadambakam. tat 
kadamba madhyasthah kisorakrtir acyutah 

"Here Sri Acyuta always dwells in an adolescent form, 
surrounded by a circle of gopis who are intoxicated by the 
flavours of the Rasa-dance." 

"In this Sri Vrndavana, the opulence of Govardhana’s beauty 
is yet again greater. 

yatra govardhano ndma__ sunirjharadariyutah. — ratna 
dhatumayah sriman supaksi gana sankulah (ibid.) 

"Here in Vrndavana lies Govardhana, which is beautified 
with the most excellent brooks, caves and sweetly singing 
jeweled birds." 

Therefore it is by nature even more beautiful than 
Vrndavana. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "What to speak of other places? Even 
the most charming Sri Vrndavana, the most beautiful 
Govardhana Hill and the most delicious place where the Rasa- 
dance took place cannot equal even a fraction of Sri 
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Radhakunda, for this lake is as dear to Mukunda as His heart’s 
beloved, Sri Radharani." 
Srimat Riipa Gosvami has also written: 


vaikunthdjjanita vara madhupuri tatrapi rasotsavad 
orndaranyam udara pani ramanat tatrapi govardhanah 
radhakundam ihapi gokulapateh premamrtaplavanat 
kuryad asya virdjato giritate sevam viveki na kah 


"Greater than Vaikuntha is Mathura and greater than that is 
Vrndavana, where the Rasa-festival took place.Greater than 
that even is Govardhana, which was beautified by the charming 
hand of Giridhari. But greatest of all is Radhakunda, which is 
inundated by the nectarean love of the Lord of Gokula. 

Which intelligent person will not serve this Radhakunda, 
which is situated at the base of Giriraja Govardhana>" 

Just as Sri Radharani, Who is endowed with madanakhya- 
mahabhava, the topmost ecstatic love, is dearer than life to 
Krsna, Who is only subdued by pure love, Sri Radhakunda, 
which is connected with Her and non-different from Her, is 
also most dear to Her. Therefore there is no comparison to Sri 
Radhakunda’s glories. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of that Sri Radhakunda." 


suramya $ri vrndavana, —nava nava kuttjavana, 
Sobhasali giri govardhana. 

sei maharasa sthali, yatha rasa rasa keli, 
yara mana nahe eka kana 

srt vurnda vipinera, ananta mahima yara, 
lava nahe yahara tulana. 

radhakunda radha-sama, mukundera priyatama, 

asraya kori e mora vasana 
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"Although Sri Vrndavana is very lovely and endlessly glorious 
because the Rasa-dance took place there at the Maharasa- 
sthali, and although Giri-Govardhana is beautiful due to its 
many fresh kufija-forests, they are still not comparable to even 
a fraction of a drop from Sri Radhakunda. 

I yearn to take shelter of that Radhakunda, which is as dear 
to Mukunda as Radha Herself." 


VERSE 54: 


sphite ratna-suvarna-mauktika-bharaih sarnnirmite mandape 

thatkaram vinidhaya yatra rabhasat tau dampati nirbharam 
tanvate rati-natha-narma-sacivau tad-rajya-carcarh muda 
tarn radha-sarasi-tatojjvala-maha-kufjam sadaham bhaje 


sphite - broad; ratna - jewel; suvarna - gold; mauktika-bharaih - full 
of pearls; sannirmite - beautifully made of; mandape - on the platform; 
thutkadram - spitting; vinidhaya - placing; yatra - where; rabhasat - 
forcefully; tau - They; dampati - the pair; nirbharam - absorbed; 
tanvate - extending; ratinatha - Cupid; narma - joking; sacivau - two 
ministers; tad - his; rajya - kingdom; carcam - discussion; muda - 
joyfully; tam - him; radha-sarasi - Radhakunda; tata - bank; ujjvala - 
shining; mahakufijam - the great grove; sada - always; aham - I; bhaje 
- worship. 


I always worship the brilliant Mahakufja on the bank 
of Radhakunda, where Radha and Krsna take Cupid as a 
humorous minister and where they most blissfully 
discuss the situation in Cupid’s kingdom after spitting 
upon (and abandoning) the broad platform which was 
beautifully made of gold, jewels and pearls. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: As he praises Sri Radhakunda, 
Sripada Raghunatha automatically perceives the sweetness of 
the kunda within his heart. 

In this verse he praises the most brilliantly shining 
Mahakuiija on the bank of the kunda. This most brilliantly 
shining Mahakufija must be the kufija named Lalitanandada 
or Ananga-Rangambuja on the northern bank of the kunda, 
because this particular kwiija is the biggest of all the kufijas that 
are situated around Sri Radhakunda. 

Close to the northern Ghata of Sri Radhakunda is this square 
Ananga-Rangambuja-Kunja, which consists of eight kurijas 
like an eight-petaled lotus flower. 

The most excellent golden bananas are its filaments and a 
platform shaped like a thousand-petaled golden lotus flower is 
its trowel. 

This kwiija may expand or shrink whenever it suits the 
pastimes, which are performed there. It is greatly effulgent. 
Lalita’s disciple Kalavali is very diligently maintaining this 
kufija. All the six seasons and all kinds of pleasure are 
experienced in this kuija, which is the very form of different 
pleasant pastimes. 

In this Lalitanandada-kufija is a royal temple which is 
endowed with the extraordinary wealth of beauty of S1i- Sit 
Radha-Madhava, the king and queen of the kufija, and Their 
girlfriends. The filaments of this lotus shaped kusija are made 
of jewels, the trowel of gold and the many circular rows of lotus 
petals are all of equal length and made of different colours of 
jewels. Outside of the trowel are the filaments and outside of 
the filaments are the petals that gradually increase in size and 
number. 
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Outside of the trowel of this lotus like kuiija, which delights 
all five senses with its qualities like coolness, are rows of 
platforms of gold, lapis lazuli, sapphire, crystal and rubies 
respectively, which increase its peerless beauty. 

In the middle of these platforms are various jeweled images 
of mating deer, birds, demigods, human beings, Gandharvas, 
Kinnaras and various other living beings. Thus this platform 
creates incitements for indescribable flavours. 

Five colours (white, red, green, yellow and blue) of flowers 
beautify the filaments and the branches of the trees to form a 
kind of excellent canopy and the middle of this platform is a 
knee-high jeweled platform, which is like a trowel extending a 
wonderful beauty. 

In the north-western corner of Lalitaénandada-Kuija is 
Vasanta-Sukhada-Kuiija, in the south west is the Padma- 
Mandira, in the north eastern corner is Madhavanandada- 
Kufja, in the north is Sitambuja-Kufija, in the east 
Asitambuja-Kuija, in the south Arunambuja-Kufja and in 
the west Hemambuja-Kuiija.” 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "The wealth of beauty of this 
Lalitanandada-Mahiakuiija is so lovely and enchanting, that Sri- 
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna spit in disgust on the beautifully 
constructed, broadly jeweled, golden and pearl platforms and 
leave them behind to go to Lalitaénandada-Kuija, being 
enchanted by its natural beauty, to most blissfully become 
Cupid’s ministers there and to discuss the matters of the 
kingdom of lusty desire." 

The purport of this is that in Vraja, Sri-Sri Radhakunda is 
anyway the greatest abode for Sri-Sti Radha-Syama to enjoy 


30 The description of these kufijas can be found in the seventh 
chapter of Govinda Lilamrta. 
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confidential solitary pastimes, but beyond that, Lalitanandada- 
Kuiija is so much filled with the treasure of beauty that Sri-Sti 
Radha-Madhava and Their girlfriends freely play different 
erotic pastimes as well as different other kinds of humorous 
pastimes there.*! 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I constantly worship this effulgent 
Mahakuiija, which is situated on the bank of Sri Radhakunda." 


sei radhakunda tire, mahdakutija nama dhare, 
yara prabha ati samujjvala. 
mani muktaya sunirmita, ratna-vedi dhikkrta, 
vihariche navina yugala 
radha-krsna kautuka bhare, mantri kori kandarpere, 
nimagana hasya parihase 
kama rajyera dlocana, —_-yatha kore duhui jana, 
maha-kunja bhaji gala-vase 


"I humbly worship the Mahakujija, the great, brightly shining 
arbour on the bank of Radhakunda, where the Youthful Pair, 
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna enjoys, cursing the platforms made of 
jewels and pearls and where They have great fun in joking with 
Each other, playing King Cupid’s ministers and discussing the 
situation in the kingdom of lust." 


31 These humorous pastimes are described in the midday-pastimes 
chapters of lila-granthas such as Sri Govinda Lilamrta, Sri Krsna 
Bhavanamrta and Sri Krsnahnika Kaumudi. 
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VERSE 55: 


kantya hanta mithah sphutam hrdi tate sambimbitarn dyotate 
pritya tan mithunarm muda padakavad ragena bibhrad yayoh 
dhatra bhagya-bharena nirmitatare trailokya-laksmyaspade 
gaura-Syamatame ime priyatame ripe kadaharh bhaje 


kantya - with the luster; hanta - alas!; mithah - mutually; sphutam 
- clearly; hrdi tate - on the edge of the heart; sambimbitari - reflected; 
dyotate - shines; prityd - with love; tad - that; mithunam - pair; muda 
- gladly; padakavad - like a medal; ragena - with passion; vibhrad - 
wearing; yayoh - of both; dhatra - by the Creator; bhagya-bharena - 
with great fortune; nirmitatare - created; trailokya - of the three 
worlds; laksmyd - of beauty; dspade - in the abode; gaura - golden; 
Syamatame - deep blue; ime - in this; priyatame - in the dearmost; 
ripe - in the form; kada - when; aham - I; bhaje - will worship. 


When can I worship my most beloved lightning-fair 
Radha and deep cloud-blue Syama, Whose _ splendid 
lustre is reflected on the borders of each other’s heart 
(because of Their great mutual love), Who passionately 
wear each other in the heart as medals, Whom Lord 
Brahma created from the summit of good fortune and 
Who are the topmost abode of all the beauty in the three 
worlds? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse, Sri 
Raghunatha, who has taken shelter of Sri Radhakunda, praised 
the Kunda by glorifying the great Lalitanandada-kufja on its 
shore. 

Sri Raghunatha, who was absorbed in bhajan on the bank of 
the kunda, then suddenly perceived the dual form of Sri Sri 
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Radha-Madhava before him, seated on a jeweled platform 
within Lalitanandada-kufija. 

In this verse, he reveals his recollection of the relish of this 
transcendental vision. In this vision here, Sri Raghunatha saw 
the Divine Pair seated on a jeweled platform. The luster of 
Syama’s cloud-blue form and Sri Radha’s lightning-fair form 
illuminate the bank of the Kunda. 

It is as if the sweetness of Their luster comes gushing out of 
Their transcendental bodies, and the treasure of the beauty of 
all three worlds is blessed by merging into the very small 
circumferences of Their every limb. 

How much bhdva and rasa is revealed from the 
embodiments of mahabhava and rasardja! It is as if the whole 
world is inundated by the innumerable billowing waves of the 
ocean of bhava and the ocean of rasa!! 


srt mukha sundara vara, hema nila kantidhara, 
bhava bhisana koru sobha. 

nila pita vasadhara, gaurit Syama manohara, 
antarera bhave duhun lobha 


(Prema Bhakti Candrika) 


"Their most beautiful faces bear a golden and bluish luster 
and are beautified by ornaments of ecstasy. Enchanting Gauri 
(golden Radhika) and Syama (bluish Krsna) wear blue and 
yellow garments respectively, and They are eager for Each 
other’s hearts feelings." 

There is no way to describe the billowing ocean of the great 
beauty and sweetness of Radha and Krsna’s forms. When there 
is bhava (feeling) in the heart, it can be relished somewhat, that 
is for sure, but there is no way to put that relish into words. 
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Words are completely insufficient here. Still these feelings 
want to come out through the current of verbal expression, but 
alas! Words do not have the power to contain the strong urge 
of bhava! Words succumb under the pressure of bhava and 
become stunned. In this condition, the heart can bloom 
because of anything that supports the bhava, but words can 
only express a drop of this and remain helpless, standing before 
the bhavuka (the ecstatic lover of God) like a beggar. 

This inferior media of words is a very powerful stream of 
bhava, which is poured into the senses of the bhavagrahi- 
bhakta (sensitive devotee) like a waterfall and assists the 
bhavuka in awakening his bhava. 

The result, nature and dignity of whatever power bhava can 
invest into words is unlimited. At various places in this rasa- 
kavya (delicious poetry), Sripada Raghunatha, who is a direct 
seer of the sweetness of the Divine Pair, is floating fast in 
countless directions on the powerful Yamuna- and Jahnavi- 
streams of the transcendental sweetness of Radha and Krsna, 
just to cool off the hearts of the rasika-devotees who are eager 
to relish that sweetness. 

dhatra bhagya bharena nirmitatare trailokya laksmyaspade 
gaura Syamatame 

"Lord Brahma created this Radha of golden luster and this 
Syama of bluish luster from the summit of good fortune and 
thus They are the topmost abode of all the beauty in the three 
worlds." 

When we study this part of Sri Raghunatha’s verse, we can 
understand how true these words are. The Mahajanas have also 
written: 

prati anga kon vidhi nirmilo kise. dekhite dekhite koto amiya 
varise 
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"Which Creator has fashioned Their each and every limb? 
How much nectar is showered upon me when I see this?" 
Actually, the sweetness of the Divine Pair is not fashioned by 
any Creator. It is an eternal, everlasting and self-manifest thing. 
But out of great ecstasy and astonishment arising from seeing 
these extraordinary, supernatural transcendental forms, these 
words are used. 

Sri Raghunatha sees that kdntyd hanta mithah sphutam hrdi- 
tate sambimbitam dyotate pritya tan mithunam muda 
padakavad ragena vibhrad yayoh 

“Radha and Madhava’s splendid lustre is reflected on the 
borders of Each other’s heart (because of Their great mutual 
love) and They passionately wear each other in the heart as 
medals." 

The desire of passion is like this: To always have the beloved 
close by. 

Sri Radharani Herself said: 


hataka darapana, mathaka phula; 
nayanaka afijana, mukhaka tambila 
hrdayaka mrgamada, gimaka hara, 
dehaka saravasa, gehaka sara 
pakhika pakha, minaka pani, 
jiwaka jiwana, ham tuhun jani 
tuhut kaise madhava koho tuhut moya, 
vidyapati koho - duhun doha hoy 


(Pada Kalpataru) 
"You are the mirror in My hand and the flower in My hair. 


You are the collyrium around My eyes and the betel leaves in 
My mouth. You are the musk on My breasts and the necklace 
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around My neck. You are the all-in-all for My body and the 
essence of My house. I know You as the wing of the bird, the 
water for the fish and the life for the soul. O Madhava! How 
can I explain to You what You are all to Me?" 

Vidyapati says: "They are everything to Each other!" 

Although, out of great love, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava are 
always entwined with Each other in the heart, still externally 
They have difficulty in meeting Each other because of Their 
extramarital relationship. 

kabhu mile kabhu na mile, daivera ghatana (C.C.) 

"Sometimes They meet and sometimes They don’t meet, it is 
up to Fate." 

It is because They have so much difficulty in meeting Each 
other that Sri Sri Radha-Madhava are so passionately attached 
to Each other and that Their very brilliant bluish and golden 
complexions are reflected on the borders of Each other’s 
hearts, so that They shine in Each other’s hearts like medals. 

It is as if Sri Raghunatha’s heart is drowning in the ocean of 
the forms of the Divine Pair and as he gazes at Them, They 
disappear. He cannot see Them anymore. The vision has 
vanished and he starts to lament. As great humility awakens, Sri 
Raghunatha thinks: 

"I don’t do any bhajan, so I am unqualified to see Them. 
They were so kind revealing Themselves to me once, but 
because I don’t do any bhajana, I have lost Them again!" 

Therefore he humbly does not desire to see Them, but just 
wants to do bhajana, for that will ultimately make him qualified. 
So he says: 

"When will I worship my most beloved dual form of Sri Sri 
Radha-Madhava, Who are bluish like a cloud and golden like 
the lightning?" 
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prite anga kanti dvare, _ hrdi-tate paraspare, 
pratibimbe koreche ujjvala 

vidhatara bhagya bhari, srjana kala bolihari, 
gadiyache dampati yugala 


Sobhara aspada ripa, _ tribhuvane rasa-kuipa, 
abhinava gaura syama tame 
nitya nava anurage, bhajibo kisora yuge 


vrajavasi sange anuksane 


"Along with the Vrajavasis I will always worship the 
Adolescent Pair, Who are lovingly reflected on the borders of 
Each other’s hearts through Their brilliant complexions, Who 
were artistically created by Lord Brahma from the summit of 
good fortune, Who are the abodes of beauty and the wells of 
nectar in the three worlds, and Who shine with fresh golden 
and bluish complexions, with ever-fresh devotional passion." 


VERSE 56: 


netropanta-vighirnanair alaghu tad-dor-mila-safcalanair 
isad-dhasya-rasaih sudhadhara-dhayais cumbair drdhalinganaih 
etair ista-mahopacara-nicayais tan-navya-yinor yugarh 
pritya yam bhajate tam ujjvala-maha-rajarn pravandamahe 


netra - eyes; upadnta - the corners; vightirnanaih - by twirling; 
alaghu - heavily; doh - arm; miila - pit; savicalanaih - by moving; isat - 
slightly; hasya - smiling; rasaih - with the flavours; sudha - nectar; 
adhara - lips; dhayaih - by drinking; cumbaih - by kissing; drdha - 
firmly; alitiganaih - by embracing; etaih - by these; ista - beloved deity; 
maha - great; upacara - paraphernalia; nicayaih - by the multitude; 
tat - that; navya - new; yiinoh - of the youthful; yugam - pair; prityd - 
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with love; yam - whom; bhajate - worshipping; tam - him; ujjvala 
mahdarajam - Ujjvala Maharaja; pravandamahe - we praise. 


We praise Ujjvala Maharaja (the personification of the 
erotic mellow), who is most lovingly worshipped by the 
Youthful Couple (Radha-Krsna) with many great 
paraphernalia, such as_ restless, sidelong glances, 
movements of the armpits, sweet soft smiling, drinking 
of the nectar of Each other’s lips, kissing and firmly 
embracing Each other. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada Dasa 
Gosvamicarana praises Ujjvala Maharaja. 

Different other names for ujjvala rasa are madhura-rasa, 
Ssrngara-rasa or Suci-rasa. 

srigara sucir ujjvalah. This rasa is called Maharaja because 
it is the king of transcendental flavours, the greatest of all. That 
is because the qualities of all the other rasas like dasya and 
sakhya are all present in this madhura rasa. 


piirva pirva rasera guna pare pare hoy; 
dui tina ganane patica paryanta badhaya 
gunadhikye svadadhikye badhe prati rase; 
santa dasya sakhya vatsalyera guna madhurete boise 
akasadira guna yeno para para bhiite; 
dui tina ganane badhe paiica prthivite 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Ch. 8) 


"Of the five rasas, each rasa has one quality more than the 
preceding, inferior one. Just as each of the five elements in 
material nature, starting with sky and ending with earth, has 
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one quality more than the preceding one, each rasa has more 
qualities and relish than the preceding one. Hence the qualities 
of santa (tranquil love), dasya (love in servitude), sakhya 
(fraternal love) and vdtsalya (parental love) are all seated in 
madhura-rasa (erotic love)." 

atralambanah kantatvena sphuran kanta bhava visayah sri krsnah. 
tad adharah sajatiya bhavas tadiya parama vallabhas ca (Priti 
Sandarbha - 274 Anuh) 

"The object of ujjvala-rasa is Sri Krsna, who appears as the 
lover, and the shelter are His greatest lady loves, who are 
endowed with the same feelings." 

Of these greatest of lady-loves, the Vraja-lady-loves, who 
have other men as their husbands, are the greatest. 

The great sage Sri Bharata has written: 


bahu varyate yatah khalu yatra prachanna kamukatvam ca 
ya ca mithor durlabhata sa manmathasya paramaratih 


"Those lovers who undergo many social and_ religious 
obstacles, who must hide their lusty feelings and who find great 
difficulty in meeting each other, experience the greatest erotic 
excitement." 

atraiva paramotkarsah srigarasya pratisthitah (U.N.) atraiveti srt 
krsnena saha vraja subhruvam idrsa lila visesa eva srngarasya 
paramotkarsa ityarthah (Tika -S17 fiva) 

"The supreme manifestation of erotic mellows is that of Sri 
Krsna and the fair-browed gopis of Vraja (who are married with 
other men)." 

Ascertaining the pinnacle of rdga (passionate love), Sit Jiva 
also writes in his commentary on Sri Ujjvala Nilamani: 

duhkasya paramakastha kula-vadhiinam svayam api parama 
maryadanam svajanarya pathabhyam bhramsa eva nagnydadir na ca 
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maranam. tatas ca tat karitayad pratito’pi srt krsna sambandha 
sukhayah kalpyate cet tarhyaiva ragasya parama iyattad. tatas ca 
tam asrityaiva pravrtto nurago bhavaya kalpyate 

"The greatest misery for a woman who follows the family- 
etiquette is to fall from the path of dignity in society. They 
would rather respectfully accept death by poison or fire than to 
give up their fidelity to their husbands. 

Out of uncontrollable passion, the Vraja-devis have given up 
all Vedic and social etiquette, though, just for Sri Krsna’s 
pleasure". 

In this way, the pinnacle of passionate love is manifest and 
the anuraga that is manifest from this great passionate love of 
the Vrajasundaris ascends to the stage of mahabhdava. 

In the mundane scriptures on rasa, the feelings of a 
paramour are condenmed and this is certainly correct, but 
when the Vrajasundaris become the shelter and Sri Krsna 
becomes the object of such extramarital love, it becomes 
qualified and it is no longer a diisana (moral stain) but a 
bhisana (ornament). 

Hence it is written in Ujjvala Nilamani: 

nesta yad angini rase kavibhih parodha; tat gokulambuja-drsan 
kulam antarena 

"The extramarital heroine who is not accepted by the poets 
is understood to be any heroine other than the lotus-eyed gopis 
of Gokula." 

And it is also said: 

laghutvam iti yat proktam tat tu prakrta nayake. na krsne rasa 
niryasa svadartham avatarini (U.N.) 

"The role of paramour which was condemned by the poets 
applies to mundane heroes, not to Sri Krsna, because He has 
descended to relish the essence of transcendental flavours." 
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The Vrajasundaris are Sri Krsna’s pleasure potency, and Sri 
Krsna relishes the essence of erotic flavours in them, because 
since beginningless time He has arranged that Yogamaya, who 
is expert in accomplishing the impossible, makes them consider 
themselves other men’s wives. 

Amongst these Vrajasundaris. again the greatest is 
mahabhavavati Sri Radhika. The various gopis enjoy with Sri 
Krsna to increase His relish of the sweetness of His erotic 
pastimes with Sri Radha. 


radha saha krida rasa vrddhira karana; 
ara sab gopigana rasopakarana. 
krsnera vallabha radha- krsna prana dhana; 
taha vind sukha hetu nahe gopigana 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi Ch. 4) 


“Radha is Krsna’s lover and the treasure of His heart. Without 
Her, the other gopis can not make Him happy. As hero and 
heroine, Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna are therefore the topmost shelter 
of the erotic rasa.” 


nayaka nayika dui - rasera Glambana; 
sei dui Srestha radha vrajendranandana ( 
C.C. Madhya Ch. 23) 


In this sweet love of S1i-S1i Radha-Krsna, the transcendental 
crown jewels of heroes and heroines, the incitement 
(uddipana-vibhdva) is caused by the playing of the flute, the 
external activities (anubhdava) are glances and sweet smiles, the 
sattvika symptoms are perspiration and goose pimples and the 
vyabhicari-bhdvas are joy and remorse. When they meet and 
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become most wonderfully relishable, it results into ‘srigara- 
rasa-raja’, the king of erotic flavours.” 

Just as a very rich subject pleases the king by serving him 
with great paraphernalia worthy of a king, similarly, Sri-Sii 
Radha-Madhava worship Ujjvala Maharaja, King Cupid, with 
great paraphernalia worthy of a king, such as casting erotically 
tempting, sidelong glances, softly and sweetly smiling, moving 
Their armpits in a very agitating way, drinking the nectar of 
Each other’s lips, kissing and firmly embracing Each other. 

The purport of this is that the youthful couple of Vraja, Sri- 
Sri Radha-Madhava, float in innumerable directions on the 
stream of ujjvala-rasa, that manifests various sweet feelings that 
are fit for the service of the erotic flavour. 

There are many confidential feelings, purports and 
suggestions hidden in this verse, but it is not possible to reveal 
all these meanings, as we fear this book will become too big. 
The experienced rasika devotees will relish them and will 
forgive this fallen soul. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this Ujjvala Maharaja 
with body, mind and words!" 


suvidagdha vraja nava kisora yugala; 
suvisdla netrancala koriya caticala 
mrdula madhura hasya prakasi vadane; 
vilasa bhangite bahu mila sartcalane 
adhara amiya pane madhura cumbane; 
atula premavese gadha dlingane 
e prakara bahu vidha maha upacare; 
bhajana koriche niti sayatane yd're 


32 More elaborate descriptions of the ingredients of rasa can be 
found in scriptures like Ujjvala Nilamani. 
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ujjvala rasa name sei nrpottame; 
kaya mano vakye vandi ei manaskame 


"With body, mind and words, I praise the great king named 
Ujjvala Rasa, who is diligently worshiped by the very clever 
Youthful Pair of Vraja with many kinds of great paraphernalia, 
such as casting restless sidelong glances cast with wide eyes, the 
sweet and soft smiles that are manifest on Their faces, the 
playful movements of Their armpits, the drinking of sweet 
nectar by kissing Each other’s lips, and the peerless ecstatic love 
with which They tightly embrace Each other." 


VERSE 57: 


netre dairghyam apangayoh kutilata vaksoja-vaksah-sthale 
sthaulyarh tan-mrdu-vaci vakrima-dhura sronau prthu spharata 
sarvange vara-madhuri sphutam abhid yeneha lokottara 
radha-madhavayor alarn nava-vayah sandhith sada tarn bhaje 


netre - in the eyes; dairghyam - length; apdngayoh - of the corners 
of the eyes; kutilata - crookedness; vaksoja - breasts; vaksah-sthale - 
chest; sthaulyam - vastness; tad - their; mrdu - soft; vdci - words; vakri 
- crooked; madhura - sweet; sronau - on the thighs; prthu - big; 
spharata - broadness; sarva - all; ange - on the body; vara - excellent; 
maddhuri - sweetness; sphutam - clearly; abhiid - it became; yena - by 
whom; iha - in Vraja; lokottara - extraordinary; radha-madhavayoh - 
of Radha and Madhava; alam - greatly; nava - new; vayah - age; 
sandhim - conjunction; sada - all; tam - him; bhaje - I worship. 


I worship Radha and Madhava’s early adolescence, 
which is manifest through Their elongated eyes, the 
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crookedness of Their sidelong glances, the increase of 
the volume of Her breasts and His chest, the great 
crookedness of Their softly spoken words, the largeness 
of Their buttocks and the extraordinary sweetness that 
pervades all of Their limbs. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In the previous verse Sri 
Raghunatha praised the srigdra-rasa, and in this verse he 
praises the early adolescence of S1i-Sri Radha-Madhava, which 
is qualified to serve that rasa. 

In the prakata-lila or krama-lila (the manifest pastimes on 
earth, Ed.), Sri-Srt Radha-Madhava gradually pass through the 
ages of balya (0-5 years, Ed.), pauganda (5-10 years) and 
kaisora (10-15 years) to arrive at Their eternal, intrinsic 
kaisora-age. This is the sweetness of the krama-lild. 

The junction between pauganda and kaisora is called vayah 
sandhi. 

In Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, it is seen that there are four kinds of 
ages suitable for the madhura-rasa: 

vayah sandhi, navya vayasa, vyakta vayasa and ptirna 
vayasa. vayah sandhis tatha navyam vyaktani piirnam iti 
kramat (Uddipana Pra 8) 

Of them, the vayah-sandhi is described as follows: - 

balya yauwwanayoh sandhir vayah sandhir itiryate (ibid - 10) 

"The junction between childhood and youth is called vayah 
sandhi (or puberty)" 

Srila Jiva Gosvami comments on this as follows: 

balya yauvanayoh sandhir iti kaisorasya prathama bhaga 
tatparyakam - sarvasyapi kaisorasya tat sandhi-riipatvat. balyam atra 
paugandam 
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"The junction between childhood and youth is called 
prathama-kaisora. All manifestations of kaisora are found 
between bdlya and youth. This bdalya must be understood to be 
the pauganda-age here." 

Sri Krsna’s vayah-sandhi is described as follows: 


yanti syamalatam vimukta kapisa cchayam smara ksma-pater 
adyajnd-lipi varna pankti padavim apnoti romavali 
vanichaty ucchalitam manag abhinavam tarunya nira cchatam 
labdha kirtcid adhiram aksi saphara dvandvam ca karsa-dvisah 


(Si Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 11) 


Through the vines, one diiti showed Sri Radha how $1 Krsna 
was standing under a tree and told Her: 

"O dear sakhi! Look! Karnsari’s body-hairs have given up 
their greyish colour and have become black. It seems as if these 
body-hairs have attained the position of a relayer of Cupid’s 
written order. And His fish-like eyes have become slightly 
restless too after having attained the luster of fresh 
youthfulness. Behold, O sakhi, the enchanting form of 
Kamsari!" 

The sweetness of this puberty is described as follows: 


dasarddha-sara-lubdhakam calam aveksya laksyecchaya 
visantam iha sampratam bhavad apango srigopari 
sadasru nikaroksita vraja mahendra urndavane 
kuratga nayanavali dara-pariplavatvan gata 


(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 11) 
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Nandimukhi told Sri Krsna, Who was desirous to meet the 
gopis in the stage of pirva raga (beginnings of love): 

"O king of Vraja! Don’t worry! Now the hunter named Cupid 
enters in Your sidelong glances, showing great restlessness. 
This is not an ordinary thing! Seeing how he never fails his 
target, the doe- like eyes of the gopis of Vrndavana are filled 
with tears and they are shivering out of fear! Therefore Your 
desires will quickly be fulfilled!" 

In the same way, Sri Ujjvala-Nilamani describes Sri Radha’s 
puberty and its sweetness: 


vadyan kinkinim aharatyupacayam jiidtvad nitambo guni 
svasya dhvamsam avetya vasti balibhir yogam hrasan madhyamam 

vaksah sadhu phala-dvayam vicinute rajopahara ksamam 

radhayds tanu rajyam aficati nave ksauni-patau yauvane 


(Sit Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 13) 


Seeing Sri Radha from afar, Sri Krsna told Subala: "O friend! 
Look how the king of fresh youthfulness enters into the 
kingdom of Sri Radha’s body! Her qualified buttocks begin to 
play musical instruments for him by blissfully jingling with Her 
waistbells. Her breasts are offering themselves to him as two 
large ripened picked fruits and Her waist is becoming afraid of 
perishing completely and therefore takes shelter of Her three- 
lined belly. Therefore, O sakhi! How wonderful is the power of 
the king of fresh youthfulness!" 

The sweetness of Her puberty is described as follows: 


asas te patitum kataksa-madhupo mandam drg indivare 
kincid vrida visahkuran mrgayate ceto maralarbakah 
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narmalapa madhu cchatadya vadanambhoje tavodiyate 
sanke sundari madhavotsava-karim kancid dasam aticasi 


(Sri Ujjvala Nilamani, Uddipana Prakarana 14) 


Visakha jokingly told Sri Radha: "O Beautiful girl! The 
sweetness of Your body is most astonishing! Your bee-like 
glances aspire to gently land on the blue Indivara-lotus flowers 
of Your eyes, the young swan of Your heart is seeking the 
lotusstems of slight bashfulness and the lustre of the honey of 
joking words is becoming manifest in Your lotus-like mouth! 
Therefore, O Radhe! I think that You have attained a condition 
that can deliver a festival of joy to Madhava!" 


Saisava yauvana darasana bhelo; duhun patha heraite manasija gelo 
madana ki raja pahilo paracara; bhina jane deyalo bhina adhikara 
katika gaurava pa-ala nitamba; ekaka ksina aoke avalamba 
prakata hasa ab gopata bhelo; uraja prakata ab tahnika lelo 
carana capala gati locana pabo; locanaka dhairaja pada tale yabo 
nava kavi sekhara ki kohite paro; bhina bhina raja bhina vevahara 


"Youthfulness came to see childhood and Cupid saw them 
both on the way. When king Cupid promulgates youthfulness 
he takes possession of different persons in different ways. The 
buttocks take over the opulences of the waist, who becomes 
thin and needs the support of the former. The manifest smiling 
and laughter become hidden and the breasts and the chest 
become clearly manifest. The eyes will get the restlessness of 
the feet and the peacefulness of the eyes will go to the footsoles. 
What more can Kavi Sekhara say? In different kingdoms there 
are different customs!" 
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Sripada Raghunatha says: "When Sri-Sri_ Radha-Madhava 
attain adolescence Their eyes become wide, Their sidelong 
glances become crooked, Sri Krsna’s chest becomes broad and 
S11 Radha’s breasts become big, Their soft words become 
crooked and filled with desire, Their buttocks become big and 
each and every one of Their limbs reveal an extraordinary 
sweetness. I worship this early adolescence of Sri-Srt Radha- 
Madhava!" 


nayane dirghata, prante kutilata, 
sthila stana vaksah sthala 

vakyete vakrata, nitambe spharata, 
duhun anga jhalamala 

radha-krsna ange, madhurya tarange, 
nava vayah sandhi kale 

nayanete heri, — anubhava kori, 

bhaji sakhi-yiithe mile 


"Together with my group of sakhis I worship the early 
adolescence of Radha and Krsna, which rushes over Their limbs 
like a wave of sweetness, which makes Their bodies shimmer, 
widens Their eyes, makes Their sidelong glances crooked, 
broadens His chest and increases the volume of Her breasts and 
which makes Their words crooked and enlarges Their 
buttocks." 
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VERSE 58: 


dustarista-vadhe svayath samudabhit krsnanghri-padmad idarn 
sphitarn yan makaranda-vistrtir ivaristakhyam istarhn sarah 
sopanaih pariraijitam priyataya sri-radhaya karitaih 
premnalingad iva priya sara idam tan nitya-nityam bhaje 


dusta - wicked; arista-vadhe - in the killing of Arista; svayam - 
automatically; samudabhit - appeared; krsnaiighri-padmad - from 
Krsna’s lotus feet; idan - this; sphitami - great; yad - that; makaranda 
- honey; vistrtih - extended; iva - just as; aristakhyam - known as 
Arista; istam - beloved; sarah - lake; sopanaih - by staircases; 
pariratjitari - decorated; priyataya - with love; srt radhaya - by Sri 
Radha; karitaih - done; premnd - with love; alirigad - embraced; iva - 
just like; priya - Radha; sara - lake; idari - this; tat - that;nitya - 
eagerly; nityam - eternal; bhaje - I worship. 


I always eagerly worship Aristakunda (Syamakunda), 
who automatically appeared from Krsna’s lotus feet just 
as honey automatically trickles from a blooming flower, 
when the wicked Arista-demon was killed; who was 
beautified with staircases by Sri Radha out of great love, 
and who lovingly embraces Sri Radhakunda. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Aristakunda or Syamakunda. 

In the previous verse he desired to worship the early 
adolescence of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava and now he suddenly 
thinks in great humility: "The worship of the Divine Pair’s early 
adolescence is very intimate, is it possible for a person like me, 
whose heart is pierced by lusty desires, to perform such a 
spotless worship?" 
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While being absorbed in bhajana on the bank of Aristakunda, 
Sri Raghunatha remembers Syamakunda, that destroys all 
mischief*> Hence he praises Sri Syamakunda in this verse, 
desiring to destroy all the obstacles in his bhajana. 

While the bull-demon Aristasura was killed, Syamakunda 
became manifest like honey flowing from Sri Krsna’s lotus-like 
feet. After killing the demon Arista, who had appeared in the 
form of a bull, Sri Krsna desired to purify His body and thus 
struck the ground with His left heel. This caused the Bhogavati 
Ganga to appear from the Patala (subterranean) regions. 

Seeing this, Sri Krsna said: "O holy waters! @gaccha! agaccha! 
(Come! come!)", and all the holy waters of the world entered 
into this cavity. 

Because Krsna accomplished this by striking the ground with 
His heel, Sripada Raghunatha gives the analogy here that it was 
as if Sri Syamakunda manifested itself automatically in the form 
of a stream of honey emanating from Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. 

Sri Syamakunda is very dear to Sri Radharani, because it is 
the lake of Sri Syamasundara, Who is dearer to Her than 
millions of life-airs. When the kunda advented itself, Srimati 
said: 

radh@bravid aham api sva sakhibhir etya sndsyamy arista 
sata mardanam astu tasya; yo’rista mardana sarasyuru-bhaktir 
atra sndydd vasen mama sa eva mahdpriyo’stu 

Radha replied: "I will also bathe here with My girlfriends! 
Hundreds of sins of anyone who bathes in this Krsna-kunda 
with devotion and lives on its banks will be destroyed. Such a 
person will become very dear to Me!" 

Sri Radharani daily bathes at the Manasa-Pavana-Ghiata of 
Her dear most Sri Syamakunda with Her dear most girlfriends, 


33 The Sanskrit word arista also means mischief. Ed. 
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and for the sake of bathing, Srimati personally decorated Siri 
Syamakunda with a flight of stairs. 

Sri Syamakunda keeps its dear Sri Radhakunda in a loving 
embrace. The two kundas are non-different from the dual 
forms of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, and just as Sri Krsna 
embraces His Priyaji with the greatest love, similarly Sri 
Syamakunda most lovingly keeps Sri Radhakunda, which is 
non-different from Srimati, in an embrace. At the auspicious 
time of Sri Radhakunda’s appearance, all the holy waters that 
had assembled in Syamakunda began to praise Srimati in 
personified forms, aiming to please Her so that they could also 
dwell in Her kunda. 

Then, as soon as they got Priyaji’s permission, the holy waters 
most blissfully broke the wall that existed between the two 
kundas and streamed from Syamakunda into Radhakunda. This 
place is known as the Sangama. 

Consequently the holy waters united the two kundas under 
this pretext and now reside in both kundas. It is at this 
Sangama-passage, that Sri Syamakunda lovingly embraces Sri 
Radhakunda! 

In the scripture named Sri Govinda Lilamrta it is written that 
when Syamasundara sees Sri Radhakunda He vividly 
remembers His Priyaji and when He sees the two kundas meet 
at the Sangama-passage, many bhdva-citras (pictures of loving 
feelings) of His meeting with Priyaji appear in His mind and 
heart: 


khelac cakra-yugorojam phena mukta-srag ujjvalam 
rasormy-uccalitam mene priya vaksah samam sarah 
madhura rasa taranga vibhrati pankajasyam 
bhramaraka parivitam prollasat khatijanaksam 
pramudita harinoccair hamsakarava ramya 
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priyatama sarasi sa preyasiva vyaloki 
sva prestharista kundormi caticat bahiipagihita 
sva kokanada panibhyam ksipta tac calatat kara 
samira caticad ambhoja calasyena balad iva 
cumbitali kataksesat tiryag ambuja sanmukhi 
bhrigi jhankara sitkara vikala svara gadgada 
prodyat kuttamita tena radhikeva vyaloki sa 


(Govinda Lilamrta 7.104-108) 


"The playing Cakravaka-birds on the water reminded Krsna 
of Priyaji’s breasts, the foam on the water of Her pearl necklace, 
and the water’s waves of Her mood. All these items reminded 
Him of Her chest. This dear most lake reminded Hari of His 
dearmost beloved. The sweet waves of water are like the waves 
of Her sweet love, the lotus flowers in the water of Her lotus 
face, the bees surrounding those lotuses of Her curly locks 
surrounding Her lotus face, the restless wagtail birds of Her 
restless eyes and the loud and sweet warbling of the swans 
reminded Him of Her jingling anklebells. 

The red lotus flowers that stop the intruding waves of 
Syamakunda’s water reminded Krsna of Radhika’s red lotus- 
like hands that try to stop Him from embracing Her with Her 
arms, and the lotus flowers, moved by the wind from 
Syamakunda, which are falling over the lotuses in Radhakunda, 
which are adorned with bumblebees, remind Him of Her 
crooked looks during His efforts to forcibly kiss Her lotus-like 
face. 

The buzzing of the bees reminded Krsna of Radhika’s 
faltering screams when She pretends to be angry with Him." 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I always worship this Aristakunda, 
which is non-different from Syamasundara!" 


~ 761 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


arista nidhana ante, krsna padapadma ho’te, 
yei sarovara samudbhita 
puspa pirna vikasete,  yaiche madhu jhare tate, 
taiche aristakunda suvikhyata 


Sri radhika priya-jnane, snana keli jalapane, 
suranjita korilo sopane. 
govinda preyasi radha, ati priya kunda tatha, 
radhakunde kore alingane 


ati sphita kalevara, yaiche syama manohara, 
sada hoka sei kunde vasa. 
sndna, pana, aradhana, sange vrajavasi jana, 
sada bhaji ei mora aga 


"I always aspire to worship the very famous Aristakunda, the 
lake that was created from Krsna’s lotus feet after the Arista- 
demon was killed just as honey flows from blooming flowers. 
Si Radhika, Who loves this place because She bathes here and 
drinks the water, has decorated it with a staircase. This kunda, 
which is very dear to Govinda’s beloved Radha, embraces 
Radhakunda and has a very large body, just like enchanting 
Syama. May I always reside near this kunda and bathe there, 
drink its water and worship it along with the people of Vraja!" 


VERSE 359: 
kadambanam vratair madhupa-kula-jhankara-lalitaih 


parite yatraiva priya-salila-lilahati-misaih 
muhur gopendrasyatmajam abhisaranty ambuja-drso 
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vinodena pritya tad idam avatat pavana-sarah 


kadambanam - of the Kadamba-trees; vrataih - by hosts of; 
madhupa - bumblebees; kula - swarms; jharikara - buzzing; lalitaih - 
by lovely ones; parite - surrounded by; yatra - where; eva - only; priya 
- beloved; salila - water; lila - pastimes; ahrti - coming, or fetching; 
misaih - by pretexts; muhuh - repeatedly; gopendrasya - of the king of 
cowherds; atmajam - the son; abhisaranti - they go on a love-journey; 
ambuja-drsa - lotus-eyed; vinodena - with pleasure; prityd - with love; 
tad - that; idam - this; avatat - may protect; padvana sarah - Pavana 
Sarovara. 


May Pavana-Sarovara, which is surrounded by 
Kadamba-trees and swarms of buzzing bees and where 
the lotus-eyed gopis repeatedly and lovingly come to on 
the pretext of fetching water to blissfully meet the prince 
of cowherds there, protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Pavana-Sarovara. 

Pavana-Sarovara is situated in the peerless abode of 
extraordinary natural beauty, Sri. Nandigvara__ Giri. 

pavanakhyam sarah krida kutja putija sphurat tatam 
(Radha-Krsna GanoddeSa Dipika) 

"Sri Krsna’s lake is known as Pavana. There are many lovely 
arbours on its banks." 

To give an indication of the beauty of Pavana Sarovara, Sri 
Raghunatha says: kadambanamn vratair madhupa kula jhankara 
lalitaih parite 

"Pavana Sarovara is surrounded by Kadamba-trees and 
swarms of buzzing bees." 
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This is simply a slight indication of the actual beauty of the 
place. Factually, Sri Govinda’s playgrounds are endowed with a 
wonderful transcendental beauty that is able to delight even Sri 
Govinda, Who is Himself the embodiment of transcendental 
bliss. Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has written: 


divyaneka vicitra puspa phalavad valli tartinam tatir 

divyaneka mayiira kokila sukadyanandam adyat kalah 

divyaneka sarah sarid giri varah pratyagra kuiijavalir 
divyd kaficana ratna bhiimir api mam vrndavane’mohayat 


(Vindavana Mahimamrta 2.2) 


"Vrndavana’s trees and vines with their many divine and 
wonderful fruits and flowers; the many divine peacocks, 
cuckoos, parrots and other birds that sing in a way that maddens 
one with transcendental bliss; the many divine lakes, rivers and 
mountains, the beautiful new arbours and the divine golden 
and jeweled grounds, they all simply enchant my mind!" 

These lakes are filled with clear water, which is covered with 
white, black, red and golden lotus flowers as well as Kahlara- 
flowers. There are many singing waterbirds, like Cakravakas, 
ducks, cranes, Kuravas and swans and there are swarms of 
sweetly humming bumblebees, who are attracted to the 
fragrance of the aforementioned flowers. 

Pavana-Sarovara is the most important one of these lakes. 
These banks of this large lake are covered with large Kadamba- 
trees that are filled with swarms of humming bees. 

In this lake Sri Krsna eternally bathes and plays water sports. 
When they see His world enchanting form, all the mobile and 
immobile beings are enchanted. The lotus eyed Vrajasundaris 
repeatedly go to Pavana-Sarovara on the pretext of fetching 
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water, knowing that they will meet their hearts’ thief Sit Hari 
there. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "On the pretext of fetching water the 
lotus-eyed Vrajasundaris come again and again to Pavana 
Sarovara to meet Krsna". 

This love-journey is the inevitable result of passionate love. 
Wherever there is strong passion, a love-journey is inevitable. 
A love-journey to Syama shows a great power of the heart. The 
heart anxiously comes running to see the desired beloved. This 
is called abhisara. 

The Mahajanas sing: gharamaho rahata rahai na paro. ki 
korobo i sab vighini vithara 

"I am staying at home, but I cannot stay there anymore. What 
can I doP So many obstacles are extending themselves!" 
Nothing- no elders, no family and no moral code - can stop the 
powerful course of this abhisdra. 

The passionate love of the gopis, which makes them want to 
see Krsna, forcibly drags their hearts towards Pavana-Sarovara 
again and again, where they run on the pretext of fetching 
water. Sometimes, when there are no elders around, they can 
enjoy sweet water sports there with Sri Krsna. 

Sripada says: "May that Pavana-Sarovara protect me", 
meaning: "May it bless me by showing me the sweet pastimes 
of Sri Radha and the Vrajasundaris!" 


madhupa kula jhankare, mukharita nirantare, 
ye kadamba taruvara sreni 
pavana sarasi tire, ghiriyache cari dhare, 
suka pika bhramarera dhwvani 
jala-bhara chala kori, vraje yoto sukumari, 
yaya tara sarovara tire 
gopendranandana krsna, darasane yaréa trsna, 


~ 765 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


jala pheli yaya bare bare 
gurujanera agocare, kabhu jalakeli kore, 
krsna sange preme nimagana 
duhuka sambhoga keli, — sarovare sakhi mili, 
kobe mora hobe darasanaP 


"The bank of Pavana-Sarovara is filled with rows of the most 
excellent Kadamba-trees, where swarms of bumblebees are 
constantly humming and parrots and cuckoos are singing. All 
the tender girls of Vraja go to the bank of that lake on the 
pretext of fetching water, being very eager to meet Krsna, the 
prince of cowherds. They drop their water there time and again, 
and, when the elders don’t see it, they sometimes play in the 
water with Krsna, immersed in ecstatic love. When will I, in the 
company of the sakhis, see Krsna’s enjoyment with the gopis in 
that lake?" 


VERSE 60: 


parjanyena pitamahena nitaram aradhya narayanath 
tyaktvaharam abhita putraka iha sviyatmaje gosthape 
yatravapi surariha giridharah pautro gunaikakarah 
ksunnaharataya prasiddham avanau tan me tadagath gatih 


parjanyena - by Parjanya; pitamahena - by the paternal 
grandfather; nitaram - always; aradhya - worshipable; ndrayanam - 
Narayana; tyaktvd - having given up; ahara - eating; abhiid - became; 
aputraka - without son; iha - here; sviya - own; atmaje - in the son; 
gosthape - in the king of Vraja; yatra - where; avapi - attained; surari- 
ha - killer of demons; giridharah - holder of the mountain; pautrah - 
grandson; guna - quality; eka - only; dkarah - reservoir; 
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ksunnaharataya - by fasting; prasiddham - famous as; avanau - on the 
earth; tat - that; me - me; tadagam - lake; gatih - shelter. 


Seeing that his son, the Lord of Vraja, Sri Nanda 
Maharaja, had no son of his own, grandfather Parjanya 
Gopa engaged in worship of Sri Narayana by ardently 
fasting, so that he could get a grandson (Sri Krsna), who 
would be the abode af all great qualities and who could 
destroy the demons and lift the Govardhana Hill. This 
world famous pool named Ksunnahara Tadaga is my 
shelter. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Ksunnahara 
Tadaga is praised.Seeing that Sri Nanda had no son Sri Parjanya 
Gopa, the grandfather of Sri Krsna and the father of Sri Nanda, 
performed penances in the form of fasting to please Lord 
Narayana. He prayed to Sri Nardayana’s lotus feet: "May Sri 
Nanda obtain a son, who is the abode of all attributes and who 
can destroy the demons and thus delight the world!" 

Sri Nanda’s son cannot be obtained through penance. Sri 
Nanda-Yasoda are Sri Krsna’s eternally perfect parents and Sri 
Krsna is also eternally Sri Nanda’s son. 

In the prakata-lila, Sri Krsna advented as Nanda-Yasoda’s 
son, but that was merely caused by their eternally perfect 
parental love for Him. In the worldly custom, though, everyone 
thinks that Sri Nanda-Nandana is the result of Nanda’s father’s, 
Parjanya Gopa, harsh austerities of fasting on the bank of the 
Ksunnahara Tadaga. 

This is the sweetness of the worldly- or human-like pastimes. 
All the Vrajavasis know that and Sri Nanda Maharaja also thinks 
that this bhuvana-sundara (the world’s most beautiful) child 
Sri Krsna, Who is the reservoir of all great attributes and Who 
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is able to kill the demons and lift mountains, is the benefit of 
father Parjanya’s worship of Lord Narayana. 

What’s more, when Sri Krsna is playing at Ksunnahara- 
Sarovara and he hears from the people that His grandfather had 
performed penances there by fasting for a long time to get Him 
as a grandson, and that it was therefore called Ksunnahara- 
Sarovara, His heart is humbled by great devotion and respect 
for His grandfather and He considers Himself greatly 
honoured. 

Blessed is the love of Vraja and the Lord’s complete 
subjugation to this love! That Original Personality of Godhead, 
Sri Krsna, as a result of worshipping Whom all the people of 
the world are blessed by attaining the fulfillment of all their 
desires, that Lord, Who embodies all the Vedic scriptures, sees 
Himself as the result of the penances of His grandfather 
Parjanya and is proud of it. 

Only in Vraja the Lord can be subdued by love in this way, 
nowhere else. Not only is He subdued by their love, the relish 
of this pure love, which is free from even a whiff of awe and 
reverence, is the treasure He always longs for. 


aisvarya jidnete sab jagata misrita; 
aisvarya Ssithila preme nahi mora prita 
amare isvara mane - apanake hina; 
preme vasa ami tara na hoi adhina 
amake to ye ye bhakta bhaje yei bhave; 
tare se se bhave bhaji e mora svabhave 
mora putra mora sakha mora prana-pati; 
ei bhave kore yei more suddha bhakti 
apanake bodo mane - amare sama hina; 
sarva bhave ami hoi - tahara adhina 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi Ch. 4) 


~ 768 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"The whole world is mixed with knowledge of My majesty, 
but love which is slackened by knowledge of My majesty does 
not please Me. Those who see Me as the Lord and themselves 
as inferior can not subdue Me with their love. In whatever 
mood My devotee worships Me, in that same mood I will 
worship Him — this is My nature. I am subdued in all respects 
by a person who is purely devoted to Me, thinking: ‘He is my 
son, He is my friend’, or ‘He is the Lord of My life’, who 
considers himself superior to Me and Me equal or inferior to 
him." 

Forgetting all of His prowess the Lord is subdued by the love 
of the people of Vraja in all moods, according to the amount of 
their love for Him. The love of the people of Vraja covers all of 
Sri Krsna’s own awareness of His prowess and He allows 
Himself to be moulded according to their love. 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada has written: 

yatha samsara-bandhe nipatya duhkam  evanubhavayitum 
maydaorttir avidyd jivanan jianam avrnoti yatha ca maha madhura 
Sri krsna-lila sukham anubhdavayitum gundatitanam sri krsna 
parivaranam  vrajesvaryadinam jranan  cicchakti-vrttir yoga- 
mayaivavrnoti tathaiva sri krsnam ananda svariipam apydnan- 
datisayam anubhavayitum cicchaktir avrttih premaiva tasya jianam 
avrnoti. premnas tu tat svariipa-saktitvat tena tasya vyapter na dosah 

"It is the essence of Krsna’s cit-, or knowledge-potency, 
named prema, or love of God, which covers Him over, making 
Him forget His actual identity, although He is ecstasy 
personified, all for the sake of increasing His own ecstasy. Just 
as avidyd, or the ignorance-potency of mayd, keeps all the living 
beings bound up in the material world, making them 
experience only suffering, and the transcendental energy of 
yogamdyad covers over the God-knowledge of Krsna’s 
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transcendental associates in Vraja, like mother Yasoda, making 
them experience His all-sweet humanlike pastimes. 

There can be no fault in prema covering over Krsna’s 
knowledge of His svariipa (true identity), rather it is most 
relishable." 

Sripada Dasa Gosvamicarana says: "May that world famous 
Ksunnahara-Tadaga be my shelter", or: "May it be the greatest 
support for my practice of prema" 


parjanya sri nanda pita, adbhuta tahara katha, 

ksunnahara sarovara tire 
vrata kori anasane, puja kori narayane 

pautra ripe paila krsnere 

Sri krsnera pitamahe, pade yeno mati rahe, 

krpa hoile sarva labhya hoy. 
ei more nivedana, janme janme hoy yeno, 
ksunnahara tadaga samasraya 


"The story of Sri Nanda’s father Parjanya is amazing! On the 
bank of the Ksunnahara-pool, he began to fast and worship 
Lord Narayana. Thus he obtained Krsna as a grandson! May my 
mind dwell in the feet of Sri Krsna’s grandfather, for by his 
grace, everything desirable is attained. May I have the shelter 
of Ksunnahara-Tadaga, birth after birth! This is my prayer!" 
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VERSE 61: 


sardham manasa-jahnavim upanadi-vargaih sarangotkaraih 
savitry-adi-suri-kulais ca nitaram akasa-vanya vidhoh 
vrndaranya-varenya-rajya-visaye sri-paurnamasi muda 
radham yatra siseca sificatu sukharn sonmatta-radha-sthali 


sardham - along with; manasa jahnavi mukha - headed by Manasa 
Ganga; nadi - river; vargaih - by hosts of; sa - with; ranga - joy; 
utkaraih - with hosts of; s@vitri - Savitri; ddi - and others; suri- kulaih 
- by demigoddess; ca - and; nitaram - always; akasa - sky; vanya - by 
a voice; vidhoh - of the creator; urndaranya - Vrndavana; varenya - 
the greatest; rajya - kingdom; visaye - about; sri paurnamasi - Sri 
Paurnamasi, mudd - gladly; radham - Radha; yatra - where; siseca - 
sprinkled; sificatu - may shower; sukham - happiness; sa - with; 
unmatta - intoxicated™; radha sthali - Radha’s place. 


May Unmatta-Radhasthali, the place where Sri 
Radhika was jubilantly showered as the Queen of 
Vrndavana by Sri Paurnamiasi, who had heard Lord 
Brahma’s order in the sky, with the waters of sacred 
rivers like Manasa Ganga and with the assistance of 
goddesses like Savitri, shower me with happiness. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
describes Unmatta-Radhasthali, where Sri Radharani was 
showered as the Queen of Vrndavana. 


34 Sanskrit commentator Banga Bihari Vidyalankara writes: unmatta 
mamayam deso'tra ye vartante te mama praja iti sahankara radha 
yatra sa "Unmatta means pride. The place where Radha is proud, 
thinking: "This is My country and they are My subjects!" 
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The Gosvamis have been seen to greatly be absorbed in 
describing this pastime of Sri Radharani being showered as the 
Queen of Vrndavana. In his “Dana Keli Kaumudr and in his 
Stavamala’s ‘Radhastakam’ and ‘Premendu Sudha-satra’, Srila 
Ripa Gosvamipada has mentioned Srimati as the Queen of 
Vrndavana, and Srila Dasa Gosvamicarana has described 
Radha’s abhiseka in this verse as well as in his ‘Mukta Caritra’ 
and ‘Vilapa Kusumaiijali’. 

On the order of Sri Ripa Gosvamipada, Srila Jiva 
Gosvamipada has written a matchless treatise named ‘Madhava 
Mahotsava’, a great poem in which Sri Radharani’s abhiseka is 
elaborately and expertly described. Because they were 
supported by scriptural and Puranic statements as 
orndavanddhipatyan ca dattan tasyai prasidata ("Krsna, being 
pleased with Radha, gave Her sovereignty over Vrndavana", 
Padma Purana) and radhd vrnddvane vane ("In Vrndavana 
Radha is the Queen", Matsya Purina) the Gosvamis are seen to 
be very much absorbed in describing Srimati’s abhiseka- 
festival. 

In the scripture ‘Madhava Mahotsava’, it is described as 
follows: 

"By Sri Krsna’s wish, Sri Vrnda-devi showered nectar in the 
form of an ethereal voice, which was aimed at Paurnamasi-devi: 
‘O Queen of yogis Paurnamasi! Swiftly shower this Candra- 
laksmi Sri Radha, Who arose from an ocean of matchless 
qualities and Who is seated on a jewel-studded throne which is 
decorated with the great beauty of gold, in the universally 
praised land of Vrndavana! 

This abhiseka of Sri Radha will bring a matchless opulence 
of beauty to Sri Vrndavana, Gokula and the whole world. 
Therefore, O Paurnamasi! Let Yasoda and other cowherd 
women bring Sri Radha to the king of meadows, Vrndiaivana, in 
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front of Her girlfriends, who are all reflections of Her divine 
form, and let them arrange for the adhivdsa (auspicious 
ceremony preceding the main ceremony, ed.). Tomorrow, on 
the Madhu-Pirnima (the full moon of Caitra, or April), Sri 
Radha will certainly undergo this auspicious shower! Today all 
the adhivasa-preparations, like perfumes and so, must be 
completed for Sri Radha, Who is the reservoir of all the most 
excellent attributes!" 

This ethereal order was announced throughout Vraja. 
Everyone thought that Lord Brahma had announced this order, 
which granted auspiciousness to Vraja and the whole world. 
After this the whole of Vraja-mandala reacted with an upsurge 
of wonderful ecstasy. 

In a great festival, Sri Radha’s wonderful royal abhiseka was 
accomplished. This coronation took place on the Madhu- 
Pirnima under the guidance of Paurnamasi. Yamuna, Manasa- 
Ganga and other holy waters arrived in personified forms, and 
Savitri, Indrani, Rudrani and other leading goddesses jubilantly 
came there as human ladies to attend the abhiseka of Sri Radha, 
bringing different presents with them. 

In front of Sri Krsna, all the Vrajavasis and all the goddesses, 
Paurnamast-devt accomplished Sri Radha’s abhiseka in a great 
public gathering. 

The place where Sri Radha’s abhiseka took place is named 
‘Unmatta-Radhasthalr’. Sri Jiva Gosvami has written the book 
‘Madhava Mahotsava’ in nine ulldsas (jubilant chapters). In the 
ninth and final ullasa, Sri Jiva Gosvamicarana describes how Sri 
Radha mounts the throne in front of everybody, including Si 
35 Detailed descriptions can be found in Sri Jiva's ‘Madhava 
Mahotsava' and in the Stavamrta-kana-commentary of verse 87 of 
Vilapa Kusumaiijali. 
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Krsna, and accepts sovereignty over the kingdom, and he has 
called this chapter ‘wunmadaradhika’ 

This means, that the most bashful Sri Radha accepted this 
royal shower in the ecstasy of loving intoxication. For this 
reason the place is called unmatta-radhasthali. 

In Vraja-mandala the place where Sri Radha’s rajyabhiseka 
took place is called ‘Umrao’. 

"amira umrao", or rdjd-rajada (Bengali saying for princes and 
princelings or princely persons). 

With this purpose the village is named Umrao. 


paurnamasi yogisvart, — vrndaranye adhisvari, 
ri radhaya koila abhiseke 
dhanya sei radha-sthali, vandi ami kutiholi, 
avanata koriya mastake 


"Blessed is this Radhasthali, where Paurnamasi, the Queen 
of the yogis, showered Sri Radha as the Queen of Vrndavana! I 
bow my head down and praise this place enthusiastically!" 


krsna vidhu alaksite, ajna kore asaksate, 
deva vani boli yare suni 
harsa bhare paurnamasi, sange sab vrajavasi, 


srt radhare sarva Srestha mani 


"Moon-like Krsna gave this order in an unseen way, and 
everyone who heard it took it to be a divine voice. Filled with 
joy, Paurnamasi, along with the people of Vraja, considered Sit 
Radha to be the greatest of all." 


36 In Bhakti Ratnakara, Fifth Wave, verses 1220 to 1258, the royal 
abhiseka of Sri Radha in Umrao is described. 
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premonmatta koribare, unmatta radha-sthali vare, 
devi-ganera nrtyera vibhanga 
manasa gangara jale, nana range kuttihole, 
samarpila abhiseka raiga 


"The demigoddesses danced with beautiful gestures to fill 
Unmatta-Radhasthali with ecstatic love and Manasa-Ganga 
blissfully offered her water for this abhiseka-pastime." 


sei rase mora mana, abhisikta anuksana, 
hoiyd rahuka tara vare. 
ei prarthana kori ami, nahi mui anya kami, 
krpa koro radhasthali vare 


"May I receive the blessing that my mind will be showered 
by this rasa at every moment. This is my prayer, and I do not 
desire any other boon. O Radhasthali, be merciful to me!" 


VERSE 62: 


pritya nandisvara-giri-tate sphara-pasana-vrndais 

catuskonye’nukrti-gurubhir nirmita ya vidagdhaih 

reme krsnah sakhi-parivrto yatra narmani tanvan 
nasthanim tarh hari-pada-lasat-saurabhaktarh prapadye 


pritya - with love; nandisvara-giri - the mount Nandisvara; tate - 
on the base; sphara - broad; pdsana - stone; urndaih - with hosts; 
catuskonye - square; anukrti - imitating; gurubhih - by superiors; 
nirmita - made; yd - who; vidagdhaih - by the clever; reme - enjoys; 
krsnah - Krsna; sakhi - by friends; parivrtah - surrounded; yatra - 
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where; narmani - jokingly; tanvan - expanding; asthanim - named 
Asthani; tam - that place; hari pada - Hari’s feet; lasat - beautified; 
saurabha - fragrance; aktam - anointed; prapadye - I take shelter. 


I take shelter of the pavillion named Asthani, which is 
lovingly built on Nandisvara Hill of large stones in a 
square fashion by expert architects, where Sri Krsna 
plays many funny games with His friends, and which is 
anointed by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Sri Krsna’s playground named Asthani. 

asthant = mandapah pandu-ganda-sailasanojjvalah. | amoda 
vardhano nama paramaémoda vasitah (Radha Krsna Ganoddesa 
Dipika) 

"On the white slabs of stone adjoining Nandisvara Hill is 
Asthani, the place where Krsna sits with His friends. When He 
sits on this platform, His brightness is really revealed. Another 
name of this place, which is always scented by the greatest 
perfumes, is “Amoda Vardhana." 

Sri Nandigvara Giri is the abode of many of Sri Govinda’s 
pastimes, and it is most dear to Vrajendra-Nandana. 
sambhrajate priyatayd vrajardja stinor govardhandd api gurur 
vraja vanditad yah (Vilapa Kusumaiijali - 60) 

"Nandisvara Giri is most dear to Sri Nanda-Nandana and it 
is even more worshipable for the people of Vraja than 
Govardhana!" Krsna is always intoxicated by the taste of the 
blissful games He plays here with His friends. 

Sri Nanda Maharaja engaged different expert artistic 
architects in making a square platform here out of large jewel- 
studded slabs of stone, where his Gopala could play with His 
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friends. How many sweet and humorous pastimes of laughter 
and joking Sri Hari expands here with His friends! 

Sri Raghunatha is a maidservant who has taken shelter of Sri 
Radharani’s lotus feet. Sometimes she goes to Nandisvara as a 
girl-messenger who carries a message of virahint™ Srimati, and 
sees Sri Krsna playing here on this platform. When Madhava 
sees Srimati’s maidservant, He blooms up, as if His life is 
fulfilled! How wonderful is the majesty of Sri Radha’s love that 
dnandamaya-vigraha (Krsna, the ~— embodiment _ of 
transcendental bliss) considers Himself blessed when He sees 
Her maidservant! 

Krsna is completely subdued by the love of Sri Radha’s, Who 
is His pleasure-potency. S11 Hari, Who perspires even when He 
is repeatedly fanned by S17 Radha’s restless eyelids, Who is 
agitated even when He lives in the city of lustre and Who 
remains thirsty, even though He drinks the nectar of Her smile 
again and again, is the bestower of our delight! 

In his kinkari-riipa, Sri Raghunatha experiences how 
wonderful this Asthani-platform smells of Sri Hari’s lotus feet. 
His heart and mind are intoxicated by this wonderful bodily 
fragrance. This bodily fragrance has the greatest influence on 
the Vrajasundaris! 


netra nabhi vadana, kara yuga carana, 
ei asta-padma krsna ange 
karpira lipta kamala, _ tara yaiche parimala, 
sei gandha asta padma sange 


37 Girl separated from her lover. 
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"There are eight lotus flowers on Krsna’s body - His eyes, His 
navel, His face, His hands and His feet - and these eight lotus 
flowers smell of lotus anointed with camphor." 


hema kilita candana, taha kori gharsana, 
tahe aguru kuikuma kastiri 
karpiira sane carcd ange, parva angera gandha sange, 
mili daka yeno koilo curi 
hare narira tanu mana, nasa kore ghtirnana, 
khasaya nivi chutaya kesa bandha. 
kori age bauri, ndcaya jagata nari, 
heno dakati krsna anga gandha 


(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch. 19) 


"When gold-bedecked sandalpulp with aguru (aloe), 
vermilion and musk is mixed with camphor and spread on 
Krsna’s body, it adds to Krsna’s original bodily fragrance and 
seems to steal it. It steals the bodies and minds of the women 
and makes their noses twirl, and it loosens their girdles and 
braids of hair. It makes the women of the world dance like 
madwomen. Thus Krsna’s bodily fragrance acts like a robber." 

Radha’s maidservants perceive how this fragrance maddens 
their mistress with feelings of ecstatic love. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this Asthani-platform, 
which is scented by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet!" 

As a result of such surrender, Sripada Raghunatha always 
wishes to experience the sweet pastimes that are taking place 
there. 


giri-tate nandisvare, vidagadha karigare, 
krsna-krida kautukera tare. 
vistrta pdsana-vrnde, catuskona kore chande, 
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ye ‘asthanv’ sunirmana kore. 
§rt govinda sakha sange, — madhumaya krida range 
yatha nitya korena vihara. 
hari pada-padma gandhe, modita ye mandape, 
asrayete lalasa amara 


"I want to take shelter of the Asthani-platform at the base of 
Nandisvara Hill, which was constructed in a square fashion with 
large slabs of stone by expert architects, where Sri Govinda 
always enjoys His honey-sweet games with His friends and 
which is delighted by the fragrance of Sri Hari’s lotus feet." 


VERSE 63: 


vaidagdhyojjvala-valgu-vallava-vadhi-vargena nrtyann asau 
hitva tarn murajid-rasena rahasi sri-radhikarm mandayan 
puspalankrti-saficayena ramate yatra pramodotkarais 
trailokyadbhuta-madhuri parivrta sa patu rasa-sthali 


vaidagdhya - cleverness; ujjvala - brilliant, or erotic; valgu - lovely; 
vallaba - cowherds; vadhi - bride; vargena - by the group; nrtyann - 
dancing; asau - He; hitva - having given up; tam - them; murajid - 
Krsna; rasena - with taste; rahasi - in private; sri radhikam - Sri 
Radhika; mandayan - decorates; puspa - flower; alankrti - decoration; 
sancayena - by a collection; ramate - makes love; yatra - where; 
pramoda - joy; utkaraih - with an abundance; trailokya - of the three 
worlds; adbhuta - wonderful; madhuri - sweetness; parivrta - filled; 
sa@ - she; pdtu - may protect; rasa-sthali - the place where the Rasa- 
dance took place. 
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May the Rasa-sthali, the place where the Rasa-dance 
took place, the place which is filled with all the wonderful 
sweetness of the three worlds, where Krsna Murari 
dances with the gopis, who are clever in the arts of eros, 
and then abandons them to take $ri Radhika to a lonely 
place to decorate Her with flowers and enjoy with Her in 
great jubilation, protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises the most delicious place where the Rasa-dance takes 
place. 

The Rasa-lild is the crown jewel of all of Sri Krsna’s pastimes. 
Sripada Sridhara Svami explains the word ‘rasa’ as follows: 

raso nama bahu nartakt yukta nrtya visesah 

"The Rasa is a kind of dance wherein many girls are dancing." 

In the Alankara-sdstras, we can find the following statement: 
natair grhita kanthinam anyonydtra kara sriyam nartakinam 
bhaved raso mandalibhiiya nartanam 

"When the male and the female dancers stand in a circle, the 
male dancers embrace the female dancers around the neck and 
the female dancers hold each other with their arms, then this 
dance is called a Rasa." 

Although this is the popular explanation of the word ‘Rasa’, 
Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has written: 

rasah parama rasa-kadamba-maya iti yaugikarthah 

"The pastime that contains the greatest amount of rasa is 
called the Rasa-lild.” 

Rasa is the main ingredient of the Rasa, because when the 
word rasa is inflected in the optimal way, it becomes Rasa. Rasa 
means relish and when it is inflected to Rasa, it means the 
pastime which contains the most relish. 
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The purport of this is that the Rasa Ila is the pastime in 
which the gopis can fully and blissfully relish the unrivalled 
sweetness and beauty of Sri Krsna’s perfect form, flavour, scent, 
sound and touch through their famous mahabhdva-love, and 
Rasika Sekhara (the king of relishers) Sri Krsna can fully and 
blissfully relish the perfect forms, flavours, scents, sounds and 
touches of the Srila Vrajadevis, who are anointed with the 
famous mahabhava. 

The hero of the Rasa-lild is Vrajendra-Nandana Rasikendra 
Mauli Sri Krsna, the heroines are the Queen of the Rasa-dance 
Sri Radha Herself, Who is endowed with maddanakhya- 
mahabhdva and the Vrajasundaris, who are endowed with 
ordinary mahabhava. The place is called the Sri-Sri Rasa- 
sthali, the most rasika place on the bank of the Yamuna which 
is endowed with extraordinary natural beauty. This verse 
praises this Rasa-sthal1. 

Rasesvari Sri Radha is the main pillar of the Rasa-dance. 


(C.C.) 


"Without Her Krsna does not like the Rasa-lild." 

Hence Sripada Raghunatha praises the Rasa-sthali_ by 
describing the great glories of Rasesvari, saying: 

"This is the place where Krsna Murari dances with the gopis, 
who are clever in the arts of eros, and then abandons them to 
take Sri Radhika to a lonely place to decorate Her with flowers 
and jubilantly enjoy with Her in different ways." 

In the description of the Maha Rasa*, it can be seen that in 
the Rasa-night, Sri Krsna first attracted the Vrajasundaris with 


38 Srimad Bhagavata, Canto Ten, Chapters 29-33. 


“751 « 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


His enchanting flute-playing and then joked with them by 
speaking to them words of rejection (upeksd-vani). 

Their humble prayers then ended His neglect and He met 
with them while laughing and joking. During their first 
pastimes of meeting, the Vrajasundaris became very proud of 
their good fortune of getting the greatest attention from Si 
Krsna, and Sri Radha became very jealous and angry that Krsna 
was enjoying equally with all the gopis. 


tasam tat saubhagamadam 
viksya manam ca kegavah 
prasamaya prasadaya 
tatraivantaradhiyata 
(Bhag. 10.29.48) 


"Seeing the gopis’ pride of their good fortune and Radha’s 
jealous anger, Kesava abandoned the Vrajasundaris and went 
off with Sri Radha alone. In this way He subdued the pride of 
the Vrajasundaris and pacified Sri Radha’s jealous anger." 

Actually the Rasa-lila had not commenced yet at that time, 
but it was about to begin and thus Sripada speaks about Krsna 
leaving the gopis who were dancing. All the Gopa-sundaris are 
endowed with mahabhava and are expert in the arts of eros, so 
the fact that Krsna took Radha away in front of them all and 
brought Her to a lonely place to enjoy all kinds of pastimes with 
Her there shows Her greatness to be far beyond the glories of 
all the other gopis. 

Sri Raghunatha is $11 Radha’s beloved maidservant, so his 
favourite part of the various events that took place during the 
Rasa-lila is that Sri Krsna took away Sri Radha alone from 
millions of other assembled gopis, then decorated Her with 
floral ornaments and enjoyed different amorous pastimes with 


Syi Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


Her in solitude. That is why he mentioned this pastime in his 
description of the Rasa-sthali. 

When Sti Krsna took Radha away and disappeared with Her 
during the Maha-Rasa, even Sri Radha’s girlfriends weren't 
aware of it. When they did not see Sri Radharani in their midst 
anymore, they understood that Sri Krsna must have taken Her 
off somewhere, and they became simultaneously happy 
(because of Sri Radha’s greatness) and sad (because they could 
not see the pastimes of the Divine Pair anymore). But when Siri 
Krsna took Sri Radha along and disappeared with Her, Her 
maidservants, who are non-different from Her in the heart, 
were with Her and could personally witness the sweet and 
intimate pastimes of the Divine Pair and feel very happy and 
proud about the special glories of their Isvari. 

This can be learned from the descriptions by Sri Ripa 
Gosvamipada: 


rasarambha vilasati parityajya gosthambujaksi- 

orndam vrndavana bhuvi rahah kegavenopaniya 
tvam svadhina priyatama pada prapanendarcitangim 

dire drstva hrdi kim acirad arpayisyami darpam 


(Utkalika Vallari - 42) 


"When will my heart be filled with pride as I see from afar 
how KeSava leaves all the lotus-eyed girls of Vraja at the 
beginning of the Rasa-dance in Vrndavana and takes You to a 
lonely place where, under Your command, He decorates You 
with flowers?" 

In his description of the Rasa-lila, the Rasa-vakta (speaker) 
Sripada Suka Muni has clearly mentioned that Sri Krsna 
privately and blissfully enjoyed with Sri Radha in different ways 
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in the Rasa-night, arranged Her hair and adorned Her with 
decorations like flowers: 


atra prastina-vacayah 
priyarthe preyasa krtah 
prapadakramane ete 
pasyata sakale pade 
kesa prasadhanam hyatra 
kaminyah kamina krtam 
tani ciidayata kantam 
upavistam iha dhruvam 
reme tayd svatma-rata 
atmaramo’pyakhanditah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.30.32-34) 


"Sri Radha’s rival-gopis told each other: “Here Krsna has 
picked flowers to decorate His beloved with. Look! Here He 
stood on His toes to pick flowers from a high branch. That’s why 
we can see half-sized footprints in the earth here! Look, look! 
Here lusty Krsna arranged the hair of His lusty girlfriend and 
sat down to make floral ornaments for Her head. Although He 
is Self-satisfied and Self-delighted, He made love with this girl 
in various ways here!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "May the Rasa-sthali, where Sri-Sii 
Radha-Madhava freely enjoyed such amorous pastimes and 
that fills the three worlds, Bhirloka, Svargaloka and Patala- 
loka, or the fourteen worlds, with the very wonderful sweet 
flavours of the Rasa-dance, protect me!" 


vidagdha ujjvala gopi, —_- yara krsna anuragi, 


sarva Srestha krsna kanta-gana 
kori nana nrtya range, govinda yddera sange, 
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yare loiya koila antardhana 
sei Srimati radhare, nana puspa alankare, 
sdjaiya rasika govinda. 
dampati yugala mili, srigara madhurya keli, 
kore yetha paiya ananda 
trailokye adbhuta srestha, maddhurya mandita prestha, 
‘rasa-sthalv kori aradhana. 
setha vasa virodha yate, raksa koro taha hoite, 
nirantara ei se kamana 


"May the Rasa-sthali, where Rasika Govinda danced various 
dances with His greatest lovers, the gopis, who are expert in the 
arts of eros and who are passionately attached to Him, and then 
left them to decorate Srimati Radha with different floral 
ornaments, where the Divine Couple finds great joy in playing 
Their sweet erotic pastimes and which is ornamented by the 
most wonderful kinds of sweetness of all the three worlds, 
protect me from anything or anyone who is stopping me from 
residing there. Thus I yearn to worship the place where the 
Rasa-dance took place!" 


VERSE 64: 


gandharvika-mura-vimardana-nau-vihara- 
lilé-vinoda-rasa-nirbhara-bhoginiyam 
govardhanojjvala-silakulam unnayanti 
vici-bharair avatu manasa-jahnavi mam 


gandharvika - Sri Radha; mura-vimardana - Krsna; nau - boat; 


vihara - enjoyment; lila - pastime; vinoda - pleasure; rasa - flavour; 
nirbhara - filled with; bhogini - enjoyer; iyam - this; govardhana - 


~ 785 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


Govardhana; ujjvala - brilliant; sila - rock; kulam - host; unnayanti - 
raising; vict-bharaih - by waves; avatu - may protect; manasa jahnavi 
- Manasa Ganga; mam - me. 


May Manasa-Ganga, who enjoys the great sweetness of 
Sri-Sri Radha-Krgna’s boating pastimes and whose waves 
are pushing up Govardhana Hill’s brilliant boulders, 
protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana WVyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Manasa-Ganga, one of Govardhana Hill’s 
holy waters. yatra vai mdnasi gaiga mahd-papaugha-nasini 
(Garga Samhita) "On Govardhana Hill is Manasi-Ganga, which 
destroys all great sins." 

This Manasa-Ganga is Sri Sri Giriraja’s eye. netre vai manast 
gangd (ibid.) 

Manasa-Ganga is the abode where Krsna plays water sports 
with His boyfriends and where Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava play 
different water sports with Their girlfriends. 

Sripada Raghunatha is S17 Radha’s maidservant, hence he 
mentions the most rasika boating-pastimes of Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava when he praises Manasa-Ganga. 

In this verse Manasa-Ganga is praised in connection with the 
revelation of a sweet pastime. Sri Raghunatha was absorbed in 
bhajana on the bank of Sri Radhakunda when he suddenly got 
a divine vision in which he saw S1i Radharani, Lalita, Visakha 
and other sakhis taking jugs with ghi and yoghurt to Govinda 
Kunda, a lake at the base of Govardhana Hill. 

Under the guidance of Paurnamasi, they set out from 
Radhakunda to Govardhana on the pretext of donating ghi to a 
sacrifice there, but with the actual desire to meet Syama 
somewhere. 
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In his kitkari-riipa, Sri Raghunatha follows his/her Isvari. 
The woods are illuminated by the golden bodily splendour of 
Srimati and Her girlfriends. With restless eyes, Isvari looks all 
around — 

"Where is the Lord of My life?!" Waves of mahabhava- 
desires to see Her loving Sri Krsna rise on the ocean of Her 
heart. 

When Syama gets a message that Srimati Radharani and Her 
girlfriends are approaching Govardhana Hill with ghi and 
yoghurt, He dresses Himself like an amazing boatman and sits 
in a boat on the Manasa-Jahnavi. Manasa-Ganiga’s bossom is 
illuminated by the bluish lustre of this boatman, Who enchants 
the three worlds. 

Seeing this young boatman, Srimati and Her girlfriends put 
down their pots of yoghurt and stand on the shore. 

Then Srimati Radharani tells Bodai (Her governess 
Paurnamasi): 


bodai! ai ki ghatera neye 
kotha hoite asi, dilo darasana, vinoda tarani beye 
rajata karicane, — na-khani jadita, bajiche kinkini jala 
aparipa ta’te, Sobha raiga hate, mani-bandha keroydla 
hasite hasite, gita alapiche, dhuldiche ranga ankhi 
capaiyda naya, ke jane ki caya, —_ caricala nayana dekhi 
ratanera phali, sire jhalamali, — kadamba kusuma kane 
jathara aficale, — vamsiti guiijeche, sobhe nana abharane 
amara kohibo, kamsera yogani, buke nd heliho kehu 
jagannatha kohe, sasi sola kala, pele ki chadibe rahuP 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"O holy mother! Who is this there near the Ghata? Where 
has He come from, showing Himself to us, stearing His blissful 
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boat, which is studded with gold and silver? His waistbells jingle 
and on His reddish hands are beautiful bangles! He smiles and 
laughs and sings a song while His reddish eyes are twirling. He 
wants Me to board the boat. Who knows what He wants when 
you look in His naughty, restless eyesP A jeweled strip 
shimmers on His head and He wears Kadamba-flowers on His 
ears. He keeps His flute tucked in the scarf around His waist 
and He is beautified by different other ornaments. We will say: 
No one will neglect an assistant of Karhsa in the heart!" 

Jagannatha dasa says: "Will Rahu (the eclipse) give up the full 
moon when he caught it?" 

The sakhis call out: "Boatman! Boatman!" Hearing their call, 
the enchanting boatman slowly brings His boat to the shore. 
With slow gait, Srimati and Her friends board the boat, casting 
ecstatic glances here and there. 

Suddenly the boatman Krsna stops Srimati from boarding 
the boat and says: 


kohiche cikana kala vasa parihari, 
boisoho kisori, para kori ei bela 
nila vasana, katite paraho, 
dekhiye kampiche ga navina nirada, 
bharame pavana, tvaraya dubabe la 
kanura vacana,suniye tokhona, 
kapate kohice dhanitomara angera, 
cikana varana, kemone lukabe tumi 
Suniya e kotha, kohoye lalita, 
keho né koriho gola kaliya varana, 
chapabo ekhona, dhali diya ghana ghola 
Suniya nagara, hoiya phamphara, 
madhura madhura hase kohe guru dasa, 
hrdaye ullasa, sukhera sayare bhase 
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Cikana-Kala (glossy complexioned Krsna) said: "Give up 
Your dress (undress Yourself) and sit down, Kisori (adolescent 
girl). Now I will help You to cross the river. If You wear this 
blue sari on Your waist, though, the wind will tremble all over 
his body and quickly sink our ship, thinking it to be a fresh 
monsoon cloud. 

Hearing Kanu’s words, Dhani (fortunate Radhika) falsely 
said: "Your body has this glossy, black-bluish complexion. How 
will You hide that one?" 

Hearing this, Lalita said: "Let nobody cause any confusion! I 
will cover His black complexion now by pouring thick yoghurt 
over Him!" Hearing this, Nagara (amorous hero Krsna) became 
puzzled and began to smile sweetly." 

Guru dasa says: "My heart floats in an ocean of bliss!" 

Joking like that, Srimati and Her girlfriends eagerly boarded 
the boat, while waves of deep love played in Her heart. The 
young boatman brought the boat to the middle of the Jahnavi, 
whose bosom became illuminated by the sweet and wonderful 
forms of the Divine Pair. 

Jahnavi could not control Her urges of ecstasy now that she 
got her most beloved Pair on her bosom, and became agitated 
by high waves, which smashed up against the large and brilliant 
boulders of Govardhana Hill. The billowing waves of ecstatic 
Jahnavi gushed inside the boat, making Srimati afraid. 

The sakhis said: "Ohe incompetent steersman! Are You going 
to kill us and ruin our wealth by making us drown in the middle 
of the Ganga today, or what?" 

The steersman didn’t notice anything; He was simply 
absorbed in relishing the sweet feelings of restless-eyed 
Srimati. As the boat sank, Srimati became terrified and with 
eyes startled with fear, She tightly clasped Syama around the 
neck. 
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In this way, the sakhis and mafijaris relished the wonderful 
sweetness of the union of the Divine Pair and Jahnavi's desires 
were fulfilled. Slowly her waves became more peaceful and the 
boat sided to the shore. After feeding Syamasundara the 
yoghurt and the butter, everyone went back to their own places. 

Holding the memory of this vision in his heart, Sripada 
Raghunatha says: 

"May Manasa-Ganga, who enjoys the great sweetness of Sri- 
Sri Radha-Krsna’s boating pastimes and whose waves are 
pushing up Govardhana Hill’s brilliant boulders, protect me." 
Srila Ripa Gosvamicarana also praised Sri Govardhana as such: 


kamsarates tari vilasitairatarananga rangair 
abhirinam pranayam abhitah patram unmilayantyah 
dhauta gravavalir amalinair manasamartya sindhor 
vici-vrataih prathayatu sada sarma govardhano nah 


(Stavamala) 


"The waves of the Manasa-Ganga lake, where Sri Krsna 
becomes a boatman and accepts fees for His boat services from 
the gopis and which increases the love of the gopis, which 
subdues Sri Krsna, wash the rocks of Govardhana Hill. May that 
Govardhana Hill bestow all auspiciousness on us." 


radha-krsnera nau vihara, ujjvala rasera sara, 
nitya bhoga koritechen yini 
govardhana sila-kule, abhinava jhalamale, 
tarangete tirdhvete calani 
sei to manasa ganga, bhagyavati antaranga, 
raksa korun pratikila hoite 
yugalera lila-rasa, hoibe ki saravasa, 
e lalasa jage mora cite 
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"May that fortunate Manasa-Ganga, who always enjoys the 
boating pastimes of Radha and Krsna, which is the essence of 
the erotic mellow; whose waves push up the newly shimmering 
boulders of Govardhana Hill, and who is very close to the 
Divine Pair, protect me from all inauspiciousness. May the 
flavours of the pastimes of the Divine Pair become everything 
to me. This is the desire that awakens in my heart." 


VERSE 65: 


yesatn kvapi ca madhavo viharate snigdhair vayasyotkarais 
tad-dhatu-drava-pufja-citritatarais tais taih svayam citritah 
khelabhih kila-palanair api gavarn kutrapi narmotsavaih 
sri-radha-sahito guhasu ramate tan Saila-varyan bhaje 


yesam - whose; kvapi - anywhere; ca - and; ma@dhavah - Krsna; 
viharate - enjoys pastimes; snigdhaih - with affectionate; vayasya - 
friends; utkaraih - with multitudes; tat - that; dhatu-drava - minerals; 
punyja - abundance; citritataraih - colourfully decorated; taih - by 
them; svayam - Himself; citritah - colourfully decorated; khelabhih - 
with games; kila - certainly; palanaih - by herding; api - even; gavam 
- the cows; kutrapi - somewhere; narmotsavaih - with festivals of 
humour; s77 rddha sahitah - with $1 Radha: guhasu - in the caves; 
ramate - enjoys; tan - him; saila - mountain; varydn - the best; bhaje - 
I worship. 


I worship the best of mountains in Vraja, like 
Govardhana, with whose colourful mineral pigments 
Madhava and His affectionate friends are decorated as 
they herd the cows and where they play hide-and seek 


and in whose caves Krsna makes love with Sri Radha. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Vraja’s best mountains, like Govardhana. 

In the previous verse, he has praised Manasa-Ganga, and as 
he does so he perceives the service Haridasa-varya (the best of 
Hari’s servants) Sri Giriraja renders to Sri Krsna, His friends 
and His beloved. In this mood, he praises Sit Giriraja and other 
mountains of Vraja. 

Sri Giriraja is the abode where Sri Krsna freely plays with His 
friends. 


paripiirnatamah saksat sri krsno bhagavan svayam; 
asankhya brahmanda-patir golakesah paratparah 
asmin sthitah sada kridam arbhakaih saha maithila; 
karoti tasya mahatmyan vaktum nalam caturmukhah 


(Garga Sarnhita) 


Sri Narada said: "O Lord of Mithila! Sri Krsna, the Original 
and Complete Personality of Godhead, the maintainer of 
innumerable universes and the Lord of Goloka, is situated on 
this Govardhana Hill and always plays different games with the 
cowherd boys there. Hence, even the four-faced Lord Brahma 
is unable to describe His glories!" 

Before Sri Krsna comes to the base of the mount to herd His 
cows with His friends, they first decorate their bodies with 
Giriraja’s colourful mineral pigments. 

Srimad Ripa Gosvami has written: 

sasvad_ visvdlankarandlankrtimedhyaih premna dhautair 
dhatubhir uddtpita-sano (Stavamaila) 

"Sri Krsna, Who is Himself the ornamentation of this world, 
is easily decorated by the mineral pigments that beautify the 
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slopes of Govardhana Hill and that are sprinkled by love for 
Him." 

When the time for cowherding comes, Sri Krsna and His 
friends love these colourful pigments, clothes and ornaments 
made of leaves and flowers more than ornaments of jewels and 
pearls. 

phala prabala stavaka sumanah piccha dhatubhih. kdca 
mukta mani svarna-bhisita apyabhiisayan (Bhag. 10.12.4) 

"Although the cowherd boys were already decorated by their 
mothers with ornaments of glass, jewels, pearls and gold, they 
still decorated their bodies with different kinds of fruits, leaves, 
bunches of flowers, peacock feathers and colourful mineral 
pigments when they came into the forest." 

In this way, the cowherd boys also decorated Sri Krsna as 
they liked with sylvan clothing and colourful mineral pigments, 
let the cows graze in the large meadows on the slopes of Giriraja 
and freely played games like ‘hide-and-seek’ with Sri Krsna. 

Although Sri Krsna enjoys playing different free games with 
His friends in this way, His mind remains fixed on Si Radha. 
In Si Caitanya Caritamrta it is seen: 

ratri-dina kuijja krida kore radha saige; kaisora boyos 
saphala koilo krida-range 

"Day and night He sports in the groves with Radha; in this 
way He made His adolescence a success." 

One may ask here: "If He plays with Sri Radha day and night, 
then when will He find the time to play in the meadows with 
His friends and time to perform loving pastimes with His 
parents?" 

Actually, Sri Krsna always thinks of Sri Radha as He performs 
these other pastimes. S11 Radha, Who is endowed with the 
mahabhava known as mddana, pervades Sri Krsna’s entire 
awareness. From the first time He ever saw loving Srimati 
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Radharani in the preliminary stage of piirva-raga, Sri Krsna has 
always been thinking of Her. 


nayana putali radha mora; mana majhe radhika ujora 
ksiti-tale dekhi radhamaya; gaganeho radhika udoy 
radhamaya bhelo tribhuvana; tabe ami koribo kemon 
kotha sei radhika sundari; na dekhi’ dhairaja hoite nari 
e yadunandana mane jage; ki nd kore nava anurage 


(Pada Kalpataru) 


"Radha is the apple of My eyes and Radhika is shining within 
My mind. The surface of the earth is filled with Radha and in 
the sky Radhika also rises. The three worlds have become filled 
with Radha, so what shall I doP Where is that Radhika-Sundari? 
I cannot remain calm if I don’t see Her. Thus Yadunandana 
ponders: “What will He not do out of fresh passion?" 

Even though He may be intoxicated by playing with His 
friends around Govardhana Hill, Syama is afflicted by the 
heartache of separation from Sri Radha. 

Meanwhile, one of Srimati’s girlfriends or maidservants 
keeps eager abhisarika® Sri Radhika in some cave of 
Govardhana Hill and comes to search for Syama. Seeing Syama 
engaged in playing with His friends, they give Him a hint in an 
unnoticed way, telling him that Sri Radha has come to meet 
Him. 

Syamasundara then leaves His friends on the pretext of 
admiring the natural beauty of the mount and goes along with 
the sakhis to meet Sri Radha and perform different amorous 
pastimes with Her in a hidden, solitary cave of Giriraja. 


39 A girl on a love-journey. 
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Sri Raghunatha says: "I worship these kings of mountains, 
like Govardhana, that are the sole abodes of Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s pastimes." 

In other words, "I worship Si Sri Giriraja and other 
mountains, so that I can witness such intimate pastimes of Sri- 
Sri Radha-Madhava there and be blessed by rendering services 
to this Playful Pair, such as providing Them scented water and 
betel leaves and fanning Them." 


yara dhatu drava putije, vicitrita hoiya ange, 
snigdha yoto krsna sakha-gane 
yara gairika drava gune, nija sama sakha-gane 
sajayeche madana mohana 
vicitrita kalevare,sakha sange khela kore, 
gocarana korite korite. 
bhaji sei saila srestha, yara guhaya krsna prestha 
vihariche sri radha sahite 


"I worship the best of Vraja’s mountains, in whose caves 
Krsna enjoys with His beloved Radha and whose colourful, 
mineral pigments are used by Krsna’s affectionate friends to 
decorate their own bodies and with which these friends, who 
are considered on an equal level, also decorate Madana 
Mohana before they all go along herding the cows with 
picturesquely decorated bodies." 
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VERSE 66: 


sphite yatra sarit-sarovara-kule gah palayan nirvrte 
grisme vari-vihara-keli-nivahair gopendra-vidyatmajah 
pritya sificati mugdha-mitra-nikaran harsena mugdhah svayarn 
kanksan sviya-jayarh jayarthina iman nityam tad etad bhaje 


sphite - large; yatra - where; sarit - rivulet; sarovare kule - in the 
lakes; gah - cows; pdlayan - herding; nirvrtah - bliss; grisme - in the 
summer; vari - water; vihdra - pastimes; keli nivahaih - through 
pastimes; gopendra - the king of cowherds; divya - divine; atmajah - 
son; prityd - with love; sificati - splashes; mugdha - charming; mitra- 
nikaran - friends; harsena - with joy; mugdha - bewildered; svayarn - 
personally; kanksan - desiring; sviya - own; jayam - victory; jayarthina 
- by those desiring victory; iman - this; nityam - eternally; tat - that; 
etat - this; bhaje - 1 worship. 


I always worship all the rivers and lakes of Vraja, in 
whose waters Krsna plays with His charming friends in 
the summertime by lovingly splashing them with water. 
There He is eager to defeat these friends who all also 
desire victory for themselves and with whom He was 


blissfully herding the cows. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now Sripada Raghunatha 
praises the lakes and rivers of Vraja, like Yamuna and Manasa 
Ganga, on whose banks Sri Krsna performs His sweet 
cowherding-pastimes with His friends. 


nija sama sakha sange, gogana carana range, 
vrndavane svacchanda vihara. 
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yara venu-dhvani Suni, sthdvara jangama prani, 
° fo} . 
pulaka kampa asru bohe dhara 
(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Krsna freely plays in Vindavana with His equal friends with 
whom He enjoys herding the cows. When they hear His flute 
song, the mobile and immobile beings shed streams of tears, 
shiver and get goose pimples of ecstasy." 

Although there is eternal spring in Sri Krsna’s playground 
Vrndavana, since there is no influence of material time, still, to 
nourish the flavours of these transcendental pastimes, seasons 
like summer and the monsoon appear. 

In the summer-season, Sri Krsna performs His pastime of 
herding the cows, making the cows drink the water of the rivers 
and lakes, and freely playing in these waters with His friends. 


itas tatah satcaratir gavalih sva venu-nddair atha sankalayya 
jagama tah payayitum vayasyaih saficalayan manasa jahnavin sa 
payayitvd jalam gastah sitam svadu sunirmalam 
svayam gopah papuh sasnur vijahrah salile ciram 


(Govinda Lilamrta 6.36-37) 


"Krsna gathered His cows who were wandering here and 
there with the sound of His flute and brought them to the 
Manasa Ganga-lake with the cowherd boys to make them drink. 
Then he made all the cows and cowherd boys drink the nice 
cool and clear water. He Himself also drank and spent a lot of 
time bathing and playing in the water." 

In his Brhad Bhagavatamrta, Sripada Sanatana Gosvami 
gives a heartrending description of how Sri Krsna and His 
cowherd boyfriends desire to defeat each other during their 
water sports in Sri Yamuna: 
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parasparam varsabhisincatah sakhin; 
kadacid utksipya jalani bhanjayet; 
kadapi tair eva vinoda kovido; 
vilambhito bhangabharam jaharsa sah 
kilala vadyani subhani sakam 
tair vadayan sri yamuna pravahe; 
sroto‘nuloma-pratilomato’sau 
santara lilam akarod vicitram 
kadapi krsna-jala madhyato nijam 
vapuh sa nihnutya saroja kanane; 
mukham ca vinyasya kutithali sthito, 
yatha na kenapi bhavet sa laksitah 
tatas tad eke ksana jivanas te; 
na tam samanvisya yadalabhanta; 
tada mahartah suhrdo rudanto 
vicrukusur vyagra dhiyah sughoram 
tato hasan padma vandd vinihsrtah 
praharsa pirena vikasiteksanath; 
sakirdanas taih purato’bhisaribhih 
sangamyamano vijahara kautuki 
mrndla-jalena manoramena, 
viracya haran jala puspa-jataih; 
sakhin alaikrtya samuttatara jalat 
samam taih sa ca bhitsitas taih 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.7.46-51) 


"As Krsna and His friends were splashing each other with 
water, Krsna sometimes defeated His friends and sometimes 
the boys defeated Vinoda Kovida (Krsna, Who is expert in 
having fun) by splashing Him with water to His delight. 
Sometimes Sri Krsna and His friends played sweet music on the 
water, sometimes they swam along with the stream of the 
Yamuna and sometimes they swam against the stream. 
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Sometimes Krsna played a joke on the boys by concealing His 
Syama-body in the blue Yamuna-water and hiding His face in a 
cluster of blue lotus flowers, so that nobody could distinguish 
Him anymore. The boys then began to search for Him, Whose 
darsana is their very lives.When they could not find Him, they 
began to weep loudly in great anguish. 

Hearing their weeping, Sri Krsna, the Joker, laughed and 
came out of the lotus cluster. Seeing Him back, the suhrt- 
sakhds (dear most friends) began to run and jump around in 
front of Him. After this Sri Krsna enjoyed different water sports 
with them. 

He strung wonderful garlands of water lotuses on strings of 
lotus stems and decorated His friends with them, and His 
friends reciprocated by decorating Him likewise. Finally they 
all came out of the water onto the shore." 

Sri Hari plays such competitive water sports with His friends 
in Radhakunda, Syamakunda, Pavana-Sarovara, Kusuma- 
Sarovara and other large lakes. 

In this way, Sripada Dasa Gosvami reveals these endlessly 
sweet transcendental pastimes, calling Sri Krsna gopendra- 
divyatmaja, the divine son of the cowherd king. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I always worship all these lakes and 
rivers!" 


sarit sarasi kile, nitya gocarana kale, 
radhakunda kdlindira jale 
se gopendra-divydtmaja, mtirtimanta manasija, 
jala keli kore grisma-kale 


"The divine son of the cowherd king, Who is Cupid in His 


very own person, always sports in the waters of Radhakunda 
and Yamuna when He herds His cows there in the summer." 
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krida-rase preme matta, nija priya sakha-yiitha, 
nitya yara jalakeli kore. 
govinda kautuka bhore, —_jayakanksi antare, 
jala siftice tadera upore 


"Govinda eternally plays in the water with His dearmost 
friends, intoxicated by the flavours of loving games He plays 
with them. Desiring victory in these sports, Govinda sprinkles 


them with water." 


jayarthi vayasya-gana, _ sittce jala anuksana, 
sada se sarit sarovare. 

bhajana koribo ami, hoiyd tara anugami, 
e vasand jagaye antare 


"His friends, who also desire victory, constantly splash Him 
with water. I will worship these lakes and rivers and will 
become their follower. This desire has awoken in my heart." 


VERSE 67: 


yesarh kacchapika lasan-muralika-nadena harsotkaraih 
srastardhas trna-guccha esa nitarath vaktresu sarnstambhate 
sakhyenapi tayoh pararh parivrta radha-baka-dvesino- 
ste hrdya mrga-yathap4h pratidinarh mar tosayantu sphutam 


yesam - whose; kacchapika - a kind of Vina; lasat - beautiful; 
muralika - the flute; n@dena - with the sound; harsa - joy; utkaraih - 
by an abundance; srasta - fallen; arddhah - half; trna - grass; guccha - 
bunch; esa - here; nitaram - always; vaktresu - in the faces; 
samsthambhate - stunned; sakhyena - with friendship; api - even; 
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tayoh - of both; param - greatest; parivrta - surrounded; radha- 
bakadvesinah - Radha and Krsna; te - they; hrdyd - loving; mrga - 
deer; yiithapah - group-leaders; prati - each; dinam - day; mam - me; 
tosayantu - may delight; sphutam - clearly. 


When they hear Sri Radhika playing Her Kacchapi- 
Vina and Sri Krsna playing His beautiful Muraliki-flute, 
the deer become ecstatic and bunches of grass fall 
halfway out of their mouths before they become stunned. 
May these charming best of deer, who then surround Sri- 
Sri Radha and Madhava in a mood of friendship, delight 


me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, the deer like the 
Krsna-saras are praised. Even the deer in Vraja, the loving 
playground of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna, are most blessed and 
praiseworthy. 

How can there by any doubt about this when even Lord 
Brahma and Uddhava are amongst those great souls who yearn 
to take birth here, even as immobile creatures as grass and 
bushes? 

In Srimad Bhagavata, we can find the fortune of Vindavana’s 
deer and does being praised by the péirva-raga-vati 
Vrajasundaris (the gopis who had just fallen in love with Krsna): 

dhanyah sma mtidha-matayo’pi harinya eta 
ya nandanandanam upatta vicitra vesam 
akarnya venuranitam saha krsna-sarah 


pujam dadhur viracitam pranayavalokaih 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.21.11) 
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The purport of this verse is that one Vrajasundari once told 
the other Vraja-devis: "Ohe Sakhis! Blessed are the does of 
Vrndavana! There is no comparison to their love! They are born 
as animals and they have no intelligence whatsoever. They 
cannot distinguish right from wrong, but their hearts are filled 
with love. They love this beautiful Syama-form even more than 
their life-airs! As soon as He enters into the woods, they come 
running. What to speak of when He starts playing His flute! 
When they hear His flute they come running even from afar 
and surround Him on all sides, taking their husbands, the 
Krsna-sara-bucks, along with them. 

In this way, both husband and wife are blessed by seeing 
Krsna. Just as a guest is heartily welcomed and lovingly given 
entry into the house when he comes to the door of a grhastha, 
similarly, when the beloved guest Sri Govinda comes to the gate 
of the does’ abode, they heartily welcome Him and offer Him 
love-arghya (water to wash the hands) with their restless eyes. 
They cannot speak but their heart’s love is expressed through 
the eyes. Blessed are the lives of these does! They know very 
well how to worship the god of love (Krsna). And blessed are 
their husbands too, for they do not obstruct their service to 
Krsna, but act in a favourable way. They are justly called Krsna- 
sara‘! 

We are unfortunate girls, for although we attained gopi- 
bodies in Vrndavana, we could not worship Gopinatha. It was 
better if we had attained births as does!" 

Sripada Raghunatha is Sri Radharani’s maidservant, so 
he/she knows how fortunate the does of Vrndavana are! 


40 Krsna-sara means: "Krsna is the essence", and that is what the 


bucks feel. Ed. 


~ 802 ~ 


Syi Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


Once, Sripada Raghunatha is absorbed in the taste of 
bhajana on the bank of Radhakunda, when he suddenly 
perceives a honey-sweet pastime of Sri S17 Radha-Madhava. 

Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari are seated on a jeweled platform 
under a wish yielding tree, illuminating the bank of the kwnda 
with their golden and bluish splendor. 

There are no sakhis around, but Sri Raghunatha, as an 
antaranga sevadhikarint kinkari (a maidservant who is eligible 
to render intimate services) is fanning the Divine Pair, Who are 
absorbed in different rasika conversations. 

Suddenly Krsna takes His enchanting flute to His lips and 
starts playing it, while Sri Radharani picks up Her Kacchapi- 
Vina and twangs its strings. 

The mobile and immobile beings are enchanted by these 
charming tunes. The sweetness revealed by Srimati’s Vina- 
playing stifles even the sweetness of Sri Krsna’s flute-playing. 
Seeing this, the grazing deer and does take their bunches of 
grass along in their mouths and come to surround Syama and 
Svamini as if they are bewitched by a mantra. 

The bunches of grass fall halfway out of their mouths, but 
remain stuck there. What sweet feelings are revealed in their 
eyes! They are just like the Divine Pair’s dearmost girlfriends, 
the priya-narma-sakhis. 

Their hearts are filled with the sweetness of the flute and the 
Vina. With their eyes, they offer flowers of love to the lotus feet 
of Those, whose sweetness they are so attracted to. 

Remembering his vision of that day and taking that 
remembrance in his heart, Sri Raghunatha says: 

"May those charming best of deer always delight me!" 

In other words, "May I relish the enchanting sweetness of 
Syama and Svamini and attain Their service together with 
them, this is my prayer!" 
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radha-kare gobhe yini, se kacchapi vind dhvani, 
Gra krsna muralira tane. 
Sravanete krsna sara, mantra mugdha bhava yara, 
preme stabdha hoy toto-ksane 


"When the Krsna-sara-deer hear the sound of the Kacchapi- 
Vina, which looks so beautiful in Radha’s hands, and the sound 
of Krsna’s Murali-flute, they become stunned of ecstatic love as 
if they are bewitched by a mantra." 


arddha guccha trna mukhe, eka dithe ceye thake, 
avicala dadaye royeche 
radha-krsne sakhya-bhave, antarera anurage, 
citravat yeno virajiche 


"Half-chewed bunches of grass hang in their mouths and 
they stand there staring, motionless like pictures, their hearts 
filled with passionate fraternal love for Radha and Krsna." 


krsna anurdagt yoto, sei mrgapati ytitha, 
ei bhiksa mage akificane 
tahadera bhava-raji, krpaya arpiya Gi, 
santusta koruna anuksane 


"I humbly beg this alm from these best of deer, who are so 


deeply in love with Krsna: May they give me the treasure of 
their ecstatic love today and thus delight me at every moment." 
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VERSE 68: 


guijad-bhrniga-kulena justa-kusumaih sarnlabdha-mafiju-sriyarha 
kufjanarh nikaresu yesu ramate saurabhya-vistarinah 
udyat-kama-taranga-rangita-manas tan-navya-yinor yugarm 
tesam vistrta-kesa-pasa-nikaraih kuryam aho marjanam 


guiijad - humming; bhriiga - bees; kulena - by swarms; justa - 
served; kusumaih - with flowers; samlabdha - attained; manju-sriyam 
- loveliness; kufijanam - of the groves; nikaresu - in the groups; yesu - 
in which; ramate - enjoying; saurabhya - fragrance; vistadrindm - 
extended; udyat - raised; kama - lust; taratiga - waves; rangita - 
revelled; manah - the mind; tad - that; navya yiinoh - young; yugam - 
couple; tesam - of them; vistrta - extended; kesa-pasa-nikaraih - with 
the hairs; kuryamaho - I will do; marjanam - sweep. 


In the fragrant arbours of Vraja, which are made very 
lovely by the flowers that are served (enjoyed) by swarms 
of sweetly humming bees, the young pair Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava make love, Their hearts delighted by the 
billowing waves of Cupid. May I sweep these groves with 
my long and opened hair. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sri Raghunatha 
praises the sweet nikufijas that are the confidential playgrounds 
for Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s erotic pastimes. 

For the sake of nourishing the erotic pastimes of the Yugala 
Kisora, there are always beautiful and enchanting arbour- 
cottages (nikufijas), surrounded by flowerful trees and vines in 
the transcendental playground Sri Vrndavana. The enchanting 
natural beauty of these nikufijas makes the opulent beauty of 
jeweled temples insignificant. The nikufijas are beautified by 
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various kinds of flowers and in each nikunja there are swarms 
of humming bees. 

The sylvan goddesses have decorated these kufija-cottages 
with ecstatic pictures, depicting different sweet pastimes such 
as purva-raga. 

In each kuiijja, there are jeweled beds made of stemless 
flowers like jasmine and the gates are decorated with erotic 
pictures made of ground vermilion. The pictures are agitating 
and the vermilion too. 

Swarms of humming bees serve as gatekeepers for the floral 
gates and will not allow any unauthorised trespasser in. 

Their humming, which sounds like war drums, make the 
Rasika-Pair mad during the erotic battle. These nikufijas are 
always served by the six seasons and time is always standing by 
to serve the transcendental pastimes. 

The sky, the air, the moon and the sun - they are all servants 
of these pastimes, who show their activities whenever it suits or 
supports them. 

In this way, there is no comparison to the sweetness of Sri- 
Sit Radha-Madhava’s nikufijas, which are endowed with 
different ingredients of natural beauty. 

Experienced devotees see all this with the eyes of love. 

In these nikufijas, which are scented by various blooming 
flowers, the Nava Kisora S1i-S1i Radha-Madhava perform Their 
wonderful pastimes, Their hearts billowing on the aggregate of 
Cupid’s waves. 


tat saundaryam kim api kalayat sannavani maranda- 
syandaih sandra prasrmara maha candrikasyaravinde; 
sarvangesu prakata pulakananga vaivasya lolad 
gaura syamangakamavirahan yatra bhati dvidham 
yatranyonya pranaya sarasdvesa purndyitangam 
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hasam hasan rucira kalayanyonya saighattitangam; 
baram baram surasa samarotsaha sannaddha miirti- 
jyotir dvandvan visati sahasad manju kuitjairesu 


(Sit Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 6.72-73) 


"A golden and bluish dual form, which becomes restless of 
erotic absorption and which gets goose bumps on all of Their 
limbs when They behold the indescribable beauty of Each 
other’s lotus faces, which are like widely diffused big moon 
beams and Their exchange of stuttering words, which is like a 
trickling stream of honey, is eternally present in Vrndavana. 

This is where they fill Each other’s limbs with Each other’s 
rasika-absorption of love, laughingly embrace Each other 
during enchanting artistic pastimes and suddenly enter into the 
lovely kuiija-yard time and again, decorated with enthusiasm to 
fight luscious erotic battles." 

In all of these kufijas, the sakhis and majijaris are blessed by 
seeing the rasika-erotic pastimes of S1i-Srt Radha-Madhava 
and by attaining the extraordinary fortune of Their devotional 
service. 


veni-cida tilaka racanair gandha tambila malyair 
divyaih stiksmojjvala vara patair divya divyanna panaih 
samyak samvijana mrdu padambhoja samvahanadyaih 
sakhyo radha muralidharanau yan nikutije bhajanti 
kascit kutijan niravadhi pariskurvate sri vibhedair 
granthatyanya vividha kusumair divya malyadikani 
kascid yuktyd vidadhati muda divya gandha prakaran 
kascit kuftcantyati varapatam yatra radha sudasyah 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrtam 6.74-75) 
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The sakhis serve Radha and Muralidhara by making Their 
braids, crowns and tilaka, offering Them perfumes, betel leaves 
and garlands, dressing Them in divine, fine and _ brilliant 
clothes, serving Them divine drinks and dishes, fanning Them 
and gently massaging Their feet. 

Some of the sakhis always cleanse the kufijas, some are 
always making flower garlands, dividing them according to 
beauty, some are blissfully offering reasonable advice and 
prepare perfumes and so on, and others again are folding very 
beautiful silken garments." 

Sripada Raghunatha is Radha’s dear maidservant and a 
respectful maidservant, so he prays that he/she may sweep the 
kufija of her mistress with her long, unravelled hair. 


dlikula guijarita kusuma nikare; 
parama surabhi ye sab kufijera bhitore 
aha! sei suvikhydta navina yugala; 
madana tarangavese ho’ye suvihvala 
unmatta hrdaye nitya korena vihara; 
se sakala kufija ami harase apara 
nija dirgha kesa pase koribo marjana; 
e vdsand mone mora jage anuksana 


"Aha! May I most blissfully sweep the most fragrant kunijas, 
where the bees are humming around the flowers, where the 
famous Adolescent Couple is overwhelmed by the waves of 
Cupid and where They enjoy with intoxicated hearts, with my 
long hair. This aspiration constantly awakens within my heart." 
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VERSE 69: 


yesam caru talesu Sita-nivida-cchayesu ratrindivath 
puspanam vigalat-paraga-vilasat-talpesu klptasrayam 
pritya snigdha-madhu-vratair madhu-kanaih sarmsevitarh tan navath 
yiinor yugmatarar muda viharate te pantu mam bhi-ruham 


yesam - whose; caru - beautiful; talesu - on the bases; sita - cool; 
nivida - deep; cchayesu - in the shades; ratrim - night; divam - day; 
puspanam - of the flowers; vigalat - falling; paraga - pollen; vilasat - 
shining; talpesu - on the beds; klrpta - made; asrayam - shelter; pritya 
- with love; snigdha - restless; madhu-vrataih - by bumblebees; 
madhu - honey; kanaih - by drops; samsevitam - served; tad - that; 
navam - young; yainoh - youngsters; yugmataram - couple; muda - 
jubilantly; viharate - enjoys; te - they; padntu - may protect; mam - me; 
bhiruhah - the trees. 


May the trees of Vraja, under whose deeply shaded, 
cool and beautiful bases the Youthful Couple, Sri Sri 
Radha-Krsna, blissfully enjoy love-sports day and night 
on a bed of flowers, beautified by flower pollen and 
drops of honey, which are eagerly served by restless 
swarms of humming bees, protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: After describing the sweet play 
groves that are made of trees and vines, Sripada Raghunatha 
now praises the trees and vines separately in the following two 
verses. 

In this verse he praises the trees. All the trees that are 
standing in Vrndavana, the playforest of Sri-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava, are transcendental playmates of Them. 
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drumas ca kalpa ptirvd ye ndndmoda_ vidhayakah. 
vorndavanasthas tan viddhi balabhadramsa sambhavan (Krsna 
Yamala Tantra) 

"The wishyielding trees in Vrndavana give various kinds of 
transcendental happiness, and they are all (visuddha 
sattvamaya) expansions of Lord Baladeva." 

Therefore there is not even the slightest transformation of 
matter in them - 


kecit piytisa sarottama parinatayah kecana ksira sarair 
divyaih sannirmitah ke’pyatula mada-krtam asavanam ghanaiigah 


kecit saitopalah ke’pyati himakarakah kalpa riipa iti sri 
orndaranye drumendra dadhati bahuvidha radhika krsna tustyai 


(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 10.77) 


"For the satisfaction of Radhika and Krsna the trees of 
Vrndavana have taken many different forms: some of them are 
made of the crystallisation of the essence of nectar, some of 
them are made very beautifully from the essence of divine milk, 
some of them bear the bodies of incomparibly intoxicating 
condensed nectar, some of them are like crystal and some of 
them are wearing camphor-like, bright and white dresses." 

In Sti Brhad Bhagavatamrta (2.5.255) it is seen - 


yasyaika urkso’pi nijena kenacid dravyena kamams 
tanute’rthino’khilan 
tathapi tat tan na sada prakasayed aisvaryam isah svavihara 
vighnatah 


"Although all trees in Vraja, including their leaves and 
flowers, are able to give anything to the petitioner and thus 
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fulfill all his desires, still they do not always display this prowess 
and opulence, afraid that it will disturb the enjoyments of their 
Lord. Sometimes, when it suits the Lord’s pastimes, they may 
manifest such prowess!" 

Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna’s service is the highest accomplishment 
for the trees of Vindavana. After Sri Krsna disappeared from 
the Rasa-lila, the Vraja-devis inquired from Vrndavana’s trees 
about Him - 


ctita priyala panasdsana kovidara 
jambvarka bilva bakulamra kadamba-nipah 
ye’nye parartha-bhavaka yamunopakilah 
Samsantu krsna-padavim rahitatmanam nah 


(Bhagavata 10.30.9) 


"O Ciita-, Priyala-, Panasa-, Asana-, Kovidiara-, Jambu-, 
Arka-, Bilva-, Bakula-, mango-, Kadamba-, Nipa- and other 
trees that are standing on the bank of the Yamuna for the 
welfare of others! O coconut- and betel-trees! Please show 
these empty-hearted Vraja-girls the way to attain Krsna!" 

Some explain the word parartha-bhavaké as follows: 

para ca paras ca parau sri radha-krsnau tayor arthe tayoh 
sevarthan bhavah utpattir yesam te parartha-bhavakah 

"nara means the Original Personality of Godhead, Vrajendra- 
Nandana, and para means the Supreme Goddess Sxi Radha - 
the auspicious advent of Sri Vindavana’s trees took place for the 
sake of Their service". 

Hence Sripada Raghunatha says: "May the trees of Vraja, 
under whose bases, which are densely shaded and cooled by 
thick foliage, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, the Youthful Couple, 
blissfully enjoy love-sports day and night on a bed of flowers, 
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beautified by flower pollen and drops of honey, which are 
eagerly served by restless swarms of thirstily humming bees, 
intoxicated by their own fragrance, protect me". 

Virahi Sripada Raghunatha yearns for the grace of these 
trees, so that he can behold the honey-sweet pastimes of the 
playful S1i-Sit Yugala Kisora and engage in Their service. 


ye tarura Sitala chaya, —_ swvicitra Sobha paya, 
vigalita paraga sayyaya 
bhriga madhu kana lobhe, dale dale anurage, 
paditeche yahadera gaya 
puspa hasya vikasita, gandhe dik amodita, 
sada kore lila uddipane 
navina kisora dvaya, hrsta-citte atisaya 
sukhe vihariche ratri dine 
sei urksa parivara, raksa koru bara bara, 
orndavane yahara janama 
yoto muni rsi-vare, orksa hoiyd seva kore 
krsna lila kore darasana 


"May the trees that took birth in Vrndavana, in whose cool 
shades the young adolescent Couple looks wonderfully 
beautiful as They enjoy with jubilant hearts day and night on a 
bed of flowers, covered by flower pollen that have fallen from 
them (the trees), on whose bodies (trunks) swarms of bees 
greedy for drops of honey, passionately land, whose flowers 
smile and constantly give the inspiration for amorous pastimes 
by filling all the directions with their fragrance, and who are 
actually all great sages and saints who have taken birth as trees 
to witness Krsna’s pastimes, protect me again and again." 
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VERSE 70: 


gandharva mura-vairinoh pranayinoh puspani saficinvatoh 
svairam smera-sakhi-kulena vrtayor isat-smitena dvayoh 

drstva keli-kalirh tayor nava-navam hasyena puspa-cchalaih 

kamarh ya vilasanti tah kila latah sevyah pararh premabhih 


gandharva - Radha; muravairinah - of Krsna; pranayinah - 
loving; puspdni - of flowers; samcinvatah - picking; svairam - 
freely; smera - smiling; sakhi-kulena - by the girlfriends; 
urtayoh - surrounded; isat - slightly; smitena - by smiling; 
dvayoh - of the pair; drstvd - having seen; keli - play; kalim - 
quarrel; tayoh - of the two; nava navamn - ever-fresh; hdsyena - 
by smiling; puspa - flower; cchalaih - on the pretext; kamam - 
sufficiently; yd - who; vilasanti - shine; tah - they; kila - 
certainly; latah - vines; sevyah - to be served; param - great; 
premabhih - with love. 


I lovingly serve the vines of Sri Vrndavana, whose 
flowers are picked by the Loving Pair, Sri-Sri Radha- 
Madhava, surrounded by Their sweetly smiling 
girlfriends, and who smile through their flowers when 
they see the ever-fresh loving quarrels of the Divine Pair 
and Their girlfriends. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the vines of Sri Vrndavana, who should be 
considered just as glorious as Sri Vrndavana’s trees. 

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has written in Vindavana 
Mahimamrtam (5.57): 
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eta valli-vitataya uru sneha viklinna cittah srimad vrndavana bhuvi 
mahabhitayor matr-bhitah 
asriyante hari hari bahir vastu buddhim vidhitya yair dhimadbhih 
satatam tha va’mittra vd te krtarthah 


"Hari Hari! Any intelligent person who always takes shelter 
of these greatly opulent vines of Sri Vrndavana-bhuvi, whose 
hearts melt of affection due to their motherly nature, giving up 
all external material conceptions of them, is blessed both in this 
world and in the next." 

Sri Radha considers these vines to be Her own: 


ya radhaya varatanu natetyukti matrena nrtyed gayetyuktva 
madhukara rutair vijha-ganam tanoti 
krandetyuktvd visrjati madhitphullita syaddhaseti proktaslisya 
drumam iti gird sasvaje ghrsta-guccha 


(Vimdavana Mahimamrtam 5.37) 


"As soon as St Radha says: ‘O beautiful vines! Dance!’, they 
will dance and when She says: ‘Sing!’, their humming bees will 
sing an intoxicating song. When She says: “Weep!’, they will 
shed tears of honey, when She says: “Laugh!’, they will make 
their flowers blossom, and when She says: ‘Embrace the trees!’, 
they will jubilantly embrace the trees with their sprouts." 

In this way, the vines of Vraja increase Premamayi Sri 
Radharani’s love for Sri Krsna by giving Her many amorous 
incitements. 


navina kalikodgatim kusuma hasa-samsobhinim nava stavaka 
manditam nava maranda dharan latam 
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tamdla-taru-sangatam samavalokya vurndavane patisnum ati 
vihvalam adhrta kapi me svaminim 


(Vindavana Mahimamrtam 2.84) 


"Seeing a fresh vine embracing a Tamiala-tree in Sri 
Vrndavana, growing fresh buds, beautified by smiling flowers, 
decorated with fresh sprouts and exuding a trickling stream of 
fresh honey, my mistress faints and one of Her sakhis holds Her 
up." 

Taking the remembrance of a honey-sweet pastime within 
his heart, Sri Raghunatha praises the vines of Vrndavana in this 
verse. 

One day, Sripada Raghunatha is absorbed in bhajana on the 
bank of Sri Radhakunda, when he has a transcendental vision: 
Srimati and Her girlfriends are picking flowers in a garden near 
the bank of $17 Radhakunda. Suddenly Sri Krsna comes there, 
dressed as a gardener. 


madhavas tam tadalokayan radhikan ballabi-vargatah sad gunenadhikam 
keyam udbadhate mad vanamn ragatas tiirnam ityullapan phulladhiragatah 


(Stavamala) 


Seeing the crown jewel of young gopis, S17 Radhika, picking 
flowers, Madhava said: "Who are You, making a mess of My 
nikufija-vana?", and quickly came up to Her. Srimati covered 
Her whole body with Her garments, took some distance, smiled 
and said, while starting to pick flowers from another vine: 


sadatra cinumah prasiinamajane vaya hi niratah surabhibhajane 
na ko’pi kurute nisedha vacanam kim adya tanuse pragalbha vacanam 
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prasida kusumam vicitya sarasdé prayami sarastruhaksa tarasa 
kriyadya mahati mamasti bhavane vilambam adhikan tanusva na vane 


(Stavamala) 


"Every day we come to this solitary forest to pick flowers for 
our worship of the gods and no one has prohibited us from this 
until now! Why are You speaking such impudent words to us 
today? O Lotus-eyed One! Be pleased with Me! Excuse Me! 
We don’t know how to speak such bold words as You! I have 
many duties to perform at home, so I have to return home 
quickly after picking flowers. Let Me go without delay!" 
Hearing this, Sri Krsna replied: 


niyuktah ksitindrena tendsmi kamam vanan palayami kramenabhiramam 
janah sirnam apyuddhared yo dalarddham haramyambaram tasya vittena sardham 
parijndtam adya prastiindlim etar lunise tvam evan prabdlaih sametam 
dhrtasau maya kaficana sreni gauri pravistasi geham kathan puspa cauri 


(Stavamala) 


"I have been engaged by king Cupid in protecting this lovely 
garden since long. If someone even takes a brown, dried-up leaf 
from any tree in this garden, I will take all of his/her garments 
and ornaments away. O golden beauty! O flower thief! Today I 
learned that You have picked the flowers and fresh leaves from 
this garden. Today I have caught You! How will You go home 
now?" 

In this way, the Divine Pair are having so much fun with 
Their girlfriends. When the vines witness these ever-fresh 
playful quarrels, they smile through their flowers. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I lovingly serve these vines of 
Vrndavana, which always relish these sweet pastimes of the 
Divine Pair!" 
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supranayt radha-krsna kridamoda range; 
mrdu hasya mukhi priya sakhidera sange 
svacchande hasimakha madhura anane; 
nirata hoile yadera kusuma cayane 
prema rangi yugalera niyata nitana; 
keli kalaha lila koriya darsana 
puspa vikasera chale hasyera vilasa; 
manohara ripe yara koriche prakdsa 
se sakala latika e vrajera majhare; 
ekanta sevana yogya priti sahakare 


"I lovingly serve all the vines of Vraja, which show their 
enchanting smiles through their flowers, and which always 
witness the ever-fresh, playful quarrel-pastimes of the loving 
Divine Pair, Who are always engaged in freely picking their 
flowers with sweet smiles on Their faces, in the company of 
Their slightly smiling girlfriends. 


VERSE 71: 


paricaya-rasa-magnah kamam arat tayor ye 
madhuratara-rutenollasam ullasayanti 
vraja-bhuvi nava-yinoh supriyah paksinas te 
vidadhatu mama saukhyam spharam alokanena 


paricaya - acquaintance"!; rasa - flavours; magnah - immersed in; 
kamam - as desired; arat - from nearby; tayoh - of the two; ye - who; 


41 pnaricaya so'yam krsno yo'sman aharadina palayati vyadhadibhyo 
raksati cetyakarah sa eva raso-jalam tatra magnah (Sanskvit 
Commentator Bangabihari Vidyalankara) "They are acquainted to 
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madhuratara - sweeter; rutena - by singing; ullasam - joy; ullasayanti 
- manifest (v); vrajabhuvi - Vraja-bhiimi; nava - youthful; yiinoh - the 
couple; supriyah - beloved; paksina - birds; te - they; vidadhatu - may 
they accomplish; mama - my; saukhyam - happiness; spharam - 
greatly; alokanena - by faithfully looking. 


May the birds of Vraja, who are so dear to Sri-Sri 
Radha-Krsna, who are very well acquainted with Them 
and who increase Their happiness with their sweet 
singing, delight me with their merciful glance. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sri Raghunatha 
praises Vraja’s birds, who are very dear to Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna. 

Sripada Suka Muni mentioned, that the birds of Vindavana 
are all sages. In the words of the Vrajadevis, who were endowed 
with parva raga (first love), he said: 


prayo batamba vihaga munayo vane’smin 
krsneksitam tad uditam kala venu gitam 
aruhya ye drumabhujan rucira prabalan 
Srnvantyamilita drso vigatanya vacah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.21.14) 


The purport of this verse is that one gopa-sundari told the 
other — “O mother! Why do Vrndavana’s birds love Krsna so 
much? Although they live in the woods and fly from branch to 


Krsna in the following way: "He is that Krsna who feeds us and who 
protects us from hunters and the like." In this way they are immersed 
in the nectar of acquaintance." 

42 This is a cry of astonishment and does not indicate that the 
addressed gopi is actually a mother. Ed. 
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branch, they love Sri Krsna with all their hearts! As soon as they 
see Him or hear His flute from a distance, they come flying in 
groups to the nearest tree branches and sit there like sages who 
are fixed in samadhi. 

Although there are ripe fruits and green leaves which they 
could eat if they wanted to, they do not eat them. They simply 
sit there motionlessly and silently. Some keep their eyes half- 
closed, while rivulets of tears trickle from their eyes, while 
others unclearly mumble “Krsna Krsna’. I therefore think that 
they are all sages, and not just sages, but personalistic devotee- 
sages (bhdgavata pravara muni) who have flown away from the 
branches of the wish yielding tree of the Vedas and have taken 
shelter of the branches of Vrndiivana’s trees, from where they 
can see Krsna. 

They greatly love Krsna, hence they are immersed in 
meditation on His lotus feet, sitting in this tree." 

The birds who Si Raghunatha praises in this verse are very 
well acquainted with Sri-S1i_ Radha-Madhava, because they 
always stay very close to Them. 

These birds, like the parrots, awaken the Divine Pair with 
sweet songs of awakening at night’s end. 


ornda vipinahi saba dvija kula; kitjaye caudise hoi akula 
sari suka tahi kokila meli; kapota phukarata alikula keli 
maytra maytirt dhvani sunite rasala; banari rava tahi ati suvisala 
aichana sabada bhelo vana maha; jagalo duhun jana nagari naha 
dlase duhun tanu duhur nahi teje; suti rahalo puna kisalaya seje 
punahi phukarai sari sukira; aichana yaiche sudharasa gira 
kabo balarama sunabo tahi sravane; Radha-Madhava herabo nayane 


"All the birds of Vrndavana are anxiously chirping 
everywhere. The female and male parrots meet with the 
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cuckoos and sing with the pigeons, while the bees are 
humming. The peacocks and peahens resound deliciously and 
the she-monkeys cry out loud. 

In this way, the forest is filled with natural noises that awaken 
our hero and heroine, Who are Both still tired and unable to 
abandon Each other and thus lie down again on Their bed of 
fresh flowers. 

Again and again, the female and fine male parrots make such 
nectarean sounds. 

When will Balarama dasa hear these sounds and see $r1i-S1i 
Radha-Madhava with his own eyes? 


ornda vacanahi, uthai phukarai, 
suka pika sarika pantisuni tahi jagi, puna duhui ghumalo, 
nayart korahi yati, hari hari jagaho nagara kana! 
vara pamara vihi, kiye duhkha deyala, 
rajant hoyala avasana Golo bauri, 
varaja mahesvari, boloto puna dadhi lola 
Sunaite katara, vidagadha nagara, 
thora nayana yuga khola nagari heri, punar hi dithi mudala, 
pulaka mukula bharu angebalarama heri, 
kabahu sukha sayare, nimajaba rasa tarange 


"When Vrnda addresses them, the Suka-, Pika- and Sarika- 
birds awaken and start to sing. 

Hearing this, the Divine Pair awakens and falls asleep again. 
Krsna takes shelter of the lap of His heroine. 

Hari! Hari! Wake up, O hero Krsna! What misery that 
wretched Creator is giving You! The night is over!" 

The monkey named Dadhilola says: 

"The crazy old woman who rules over Vraja (Jatila) has 
come]" 
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Hearing this, our clever hero Krsna becomes very distressed 
and slightly opens His eyes. Seeing His heroine, He closes His 
eyes once again, His skin studded with sprout-like goose 
pimples." 

Balarama dasa says: "When will I float on billowing waves of 
rasa an ocean of bliss as I see witness this?" 

These birds give boundless bliss to the Divine Pair and Their 
girlfriends with their messenger-services and their descriptions 
of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s attributes, and sometimes the 
suka-sari (the male and the female parrots) greatly increase the 
bliss of the Divine Pair and Their girlfriends by choosing Radha 
or Krsna’s side and expanding a wonderfully loving quarrel 
among each other.” 

Sri Raghunatha says: "May these birds, who are very dear to 
the Divine Pair, delight me with their merciful glance!" 


vrndavane paksigane, yugalera sannidhdne, 
nirantara kore avasthana 
rasa magna sucatura, dhvani kori sumadhura, 
kore donhara ananda vardhana 


"Vrndavana’s birds always stay near the Divine Pair, 
immersed in rasa, increasing Their delight by sweetly and 
cleverly singing," 


sei sab paksigane, karuna nayana kone, 
ama pane bareka takao 
preme kantha phulaiya, rase dagamagi hoiya, 
guna gabo ei mati dao 


43 All these services rendered by the birds to the Divine Pair are 


described in scriptures like Sri Sri Govinda Lilamrta and Sri Krsna 
Bhavanamrta. 
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"May all these birds cast one merciful ,sidelong glance at me 
and give me the intelligence to sing the glories of the Divine 
Pair with a voice blossoming of love, immersed in rasa." 


VERSE 72: 


ciitesvesu kadambakesu bakulesv anyesu vrksesv alarn 
pritya madhavikadi-vallisu tatha bhankara-nadair dvayoh 
ye bhrngah paritas tayoh sukha-bhararh vistarayanti sphutarh 
guijanto bata vibhramena nitararh tan eva vandamahe 


ciitesu - in the mango-trees; esu - in them; kadambakesu - in the 
Kadamba-trees; bakulesu - in the Bakula-trees; anyesu - in the others; 
orksesu - in the trees; alam - greatly; pritya - with love; madhavika - 
in Madhavi; adi - and others; vallisu - in the vines; tathd - and then; 
bhankara - humming sounds of bham; nddaih - with sounds; dvayoh 
- of the pair; ye - who; bhriigah - the bees; paritah - everywhere; tayoh 
- of them; sukha-bharam - with great bliss; vistdrayanti - extend; 
sphutam - clearly; guftjantah - they are humming; bata - alas}; 
vibhramena - by wandering here and there; nitaram - with body mind 
and words; tan - them; eva - only; vandamahe - I praise. 


I diligently praise the bees of Vraja, who wander 
around the mango-, Kadamba- and Bakula-trees and 
around vines like the Madhavi, thereby humming 
sweetly and indistinctly everywhere to the great pleasure 
of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse, Sripada Dasa 
Gosvamicarana praises the bees of Vraja, who are humming 
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around the blooming flowers of the trees and vines of 
Vrajavana. 

Who knows which great souls are assuming the form of bees 
to become intoxicated by the taste of the honey that trickles 
from the flowers of Vraja’s trees and vines, humming rasika 
songs about Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna? 

These bees become blessed by landing on the footprints of 
S1i-S17 Radha-Madhava, which are rarely attained even by the 
greatest mystics and sages, and kissing them, so that they can 
drink the honey trickling from these lotus-feet. 

Can there be any doubt that these bees, who become 
intoxicated by relishing the extraordinary, nectarean bodily 
fragrance of Sri Radha-Krsna, are fully blessed? 

Sripada Raghunatha praises these bees by saying: 

"The bees of Vraja, who wander around the mango-, 
Kadamba- and Bakula-trees and around vines like the Madhav1, 
are humming sweetly and indistinctly everywhere to the great 
pleasure of Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna." 

The humming of these bees is a special erotic incitement for 
S11-Sri Radha-Madhava, and sounds like the victory-drum of 
Cupid. 

The sweet humming of the bees is making the Yugala eager 
to make love, just like the sharp flower-arrows of Cupid. 

These bees are always intoxicated by songs about the 
pastimes of the young Cupid of Vrndavana, Sri Syamasundara, 
and the embodiment of mahabhava, Sri Vrsabhanu-nandini, 
Whose lotus feet are worshipped by millions of Ratis. Because 
they drink the honey from the transcendental flowers of the 
transcendental trees and vines of Vrndavana, the minds and 
life-airs of the bees are saturated by the same ingredients. 

This is why they give so much happiness to the Divine Pair 
when they make Them hear their humming. 
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With their humming. the bees remind Sri-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava of different sweet pastimes and in this way, they make 
Them very happy. 

Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava are seated on a jeweled throne in a 
Madhavi-kufija, immersed in laughing and joking with the 
sakhis. Attracted to the bodily fragrance of the Divine Pair, the 
bees leave the flower garden and surround Them in the 
nikufja, humming. 


taru sab pulakita bhramarera gana; 
saurabhe dhayalo chadi phulavana 
srama bhare baithalo madhavi kuiija; 
rai mukha kamale padaye aliputja 
lila kamalahi kanu taha vari; 

‘madhustidana geo’ kohoto ucari 
eto Suni rai virahe bhelo bhora; 
koho radha-mohana anuraga ora 


"Swarms of horripilating bees fly towards the trees, leaving 
the flower garden, attracted to the fragrance of Srimati Rai, 
Who sits in a Madhavi-kunija, feeling exhausted. They land on 
Rai’s lotus face, but Krsna stops them with His play-lotus. Then 
it is exclaimed: ‘Madhusiidana (the bee, or Krsna) has gone!’ 
Hearing this, Rai becomes filled with feelings of separation. 
This was lovingly narrated by Radha-Mohana dasa." 

When Krsna flapped His play-lotus, the bees left Sri Krsna 
and the sakhis said: "Madhusiidana has gone!" 

As soon as $11 Radha heard this, waves of prema-vaicittya- 
rasa arose in the mahabhava-ocean of Her heart. 
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priyasya sannikarse’pi premotkarsa svabhavatah 
yd vislesadhiydattis tat prema vaicittyam ucyate 


(Ujjvala Nilamani) 


"When the lover is so overwhelmed by feelings of love that 
he/she is afraid of separation from the beloved, even if the 
beloved is close by, and suffers from that feeling of fear, it is 
called prema vaicittya." 

This means that the intelligence becomes so subtle because 
of great feelings of love, that the lady love cannot perceive both, 
Krsna and His pastimes, just as one can stick a needle once 
through a tiny hole in the cloth, but not twice or thrice. 

In other words, when the intelligence enters into Sri Krsna’s 
pastimes the passionate lady love cannot perceive Krsna 
Himself anymore“. Then she will lament out of the anguish of 
separation: 


rasavati baithi rasika vara pasa; roi kohoi dhani viraha hutasa 
Gra ki milabo mohe rasamaya syama; viraha jaladhi kobo panrava hama 
nikatahi naha nd herai rai; sahacari koto parabodhai tai 
kanu camaki tab rai karu kora; govinda dasa heri bhelo bhora 


"Rasavati Rai sits next to Rasikavara Krsna, loudly wailing and 
weeping and burning in the fire of separation. ‘When will I 
again meet My rasamaya Syama? When will I cross this ocean 
of separation?” 

Although her hero is close by, Rai does not see Him, no 
matter how often Her girlfriends try to make Her conscious of 


44 This is quoted from Ananda Candrika, Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravartipada's commentary on Ujjvala Nilamani. 
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this. Krsna then takes Rai on His lap in great astonishment. 
Govinda dasa is absorbed in witnessing this." 

Sri Vrndavana’s swarm of bees is the cause of the 
manifestation of all this extraordinarily sweet rasa of Sri-Sri 
Radha-Madhava, and they also make the Divine Pair relish 
great happiness by causing incitements of various other 
pastimes. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I praise these bees with care, 
meaning: with body, mind and words." 


amra kadamba bakule, — madhavi adi lata-kule, 

madhu piye yevd bhrnga-gana 
madhura avyakta nade, urkse urkse gatayate 
putije punje koroye guitijana 
radha-govindera yara, — madhura jhankara dvara, 
vistariche atisaya sukha 

tadera vandana kori, mddhukari vrata kori, 

guna gabo heri candra mukha 


"I praise the bees who constantly drink the honey from the 
mango-, Kadamba-, and Bakula-trees and from vines like the 
Madhavi, who fly around from tree to tree, sweetly and 
indistinctly humming, and who greatly increase the joy of 
Radha and Govinda with this sweet humming. I will sing their 
glories and see Radha and Govinda’s moon-like faces." 
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VERSE 73: 


puspair yasya muda svayarh giridhararh svairam nikuijesvarithn 
phullarh phullatarair amandayad alarh phullo nikuijesvarah 
isan-netra-vighirnanena kalita-svadhina uccais taya 
sriman sa prathayatv aho mama drsoh saukhyarm kadambesvarah 


puspaih - with flowers; yasya - whose; muda - gladly; svayam - 
personally; giridharah - Krsna; svairam - freely; nikunjesvarim - the 
queen of the groves; phullam - blissfully; phullataraih - completely 
blossoming; amandayat - decorated; alam - greatly; phullah - blissful; 
nikufijesvarah - the king of the groves; isat - slightly; netra - eyes; 
vightiirnanena - by twirling; kalita - made; svddhina - independent; 
ticcaih - greatly; taya - by Her; sriman - beautiful; sa - he; prathayatu 
- may expand; aho - O!; mama - my; drsah - sight; saukhyam - 
happiness; kadambesvarah - the king of Kadamba-trees. 


May the beautiful king of Kadamba-trees, whose fully 
blooming flowers are blissfully used by Giridhari, the 
king of the kuiijas, Who is totally subdued by even the 
slightest sidelong glance of His beloved Nikufjesvari 
Radha, Whose heart also blossoms of jubilation, to 
decorate Her with, delight my eyes. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Kadambesvara, the 
worshipable, large Kadamba-tree of Vrndavana, is being 
praised. 

From the obvious sweetness of this verse we can understand 
that it was spoken with a particular pastime in mind. 

The memory of a bygone pastime awakens here. How pure 
are the inconceivable feelings of Srila Raghunatha dasa 
Gosvami! His heart and mind are always immersed in the 
transcendental flavours of these pastimes. No one reveals 
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experiences in bhajana, but the dcaryas have been so merciful 
to record their experiences in their books. Out of mercy upon 
the conditioned souls, who are scorched by the threefold 
material miseries and who are bewildered by mdyd, the 
Gosvamis have broadcast the message of the ramya-bhava-loka 
(the spiritual world, where all feelings are so lovely) in the 
material world. Thus they have blessed the conditioned souls 
by making them discover this blissful and transcendental 
abode. 

Once Sri Raghunatha had the following transcendental 
vision: 

In his kinikari-svarapa, he/she escorts Srimati Radharani on 
Her love-journey, helping Her to meet Syamasundara in the 
nikufija. Radha and Krsna both become overwhelmed by 
ecstasy when They approach Each other. 

The kinkari closes the door of the nikwiija and peeps in 
through the holes in the foliage to relish the sweetness of the 
confidential pastimes of the Divine Pair. How wonderful is 
Their expertise in love-making! The fish-like eyes of the kinkari 
are blissfully swimming on the high waves of pastimes in the 
ocean of bhava (ecstatic love) and rasa (transcendental 
flavours). 

Now the love-pastimes are over and the Divine Pair lies 
against Each other in complete exhaustion on Their bed of 
flowers, as if They serve as Each other's pillows. 

Syamasundara is beside Himself of ecstasy when He beholds 
Svamini's lotus-like face after Their love-pastimes. 


lila ante sukhe ihara ye aiga madhuri; 
taha dekhi sukhe ami Gpand pasari 
(C.C.) 
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Syama stares at Svamini’s face and relishes the wonderful 
sweetness of Her limbs through the cups of His eyes. It is as if 
streams of sweetness gush from Svamini'’s limbs! Syama is 
beside Himself from drinking the sweetness of this nectar, like 
a thirsty Cakora-bird. 

Srimati_ then accepts the mood of svddhina bhartrka. 
svdyattasana dayita bhavet svadhina bhartrka  (Ujjvala 
Nilamani) 

"A svddhina-bhartrkd is a lady who has her lover always by 
her side and under her control." 

Casting a slight sidelong glance full of feeling at 
Syamasundara’s face, Svamini says: 

"Syama! My dress and ornaments are all messed up! Arrange 
them as they were before! When My sakhis see Me like this 
they will laugh at Me!" 


racaya kucayoh patram citram kurusva kapalayor ghataya jaghane 
kartcimamea sraja kavari-bharam 
kalaya balaya-srenim panau pade kuru niipurav iti nigaditah pritah 
pitambaro’pi tathakarot 


(Gita Govindam) 

"O dearest One! Make Makari-pictures on My breasts and 
make other pictures on My cheeks. Hang My sash of bells 
around My waist, place a garland in My braid, hang bangles on 
My wrists and anklebells on My feet!" 

Syama follows Srimati’s orders and becomes absorbed in 
decorating Her. 

How wonderful are the sdttvika transformations of ecstasy 
on Syama’s body as He dresses His beloved! 
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He, Who casually lifted the Govardhana Hill for seven days, 
can no longer control Himself now. He shivers, gets goose 
bumps and perspires. 

Svamini also perspires and blossoms of ecstasy when She is 
touched by Syamasundara’s hands. The maidservant dries up 
the Yugala’s drops of perspiration by sweetly fanning Them. 
How expertly He dresses Her! The maidservant is completely 
beside herself when she sees it. 

In his meditation, the practising devotee should attain the 
sweet relish of this rasa. The relish of this meditation is very 
sweet. With the help of these meditations, the rasika devotee 
will arrive in the transcendental kingdom of rasa and relish the 
sweetness of these pastimes as if perceiving them directly. 

Syama picks flowers to dress and ornament Srimati with. He 
brings in Kadamba-flowers that He picked from a large 
Kadamba-tree who is being served (relished) by a swarm of 
bees, and with these Kadamba-flowers He makes a garland to 
decorate Her braid with. 

He makes a wonderful garland, full of Kadamba-flowers and 
-leaves and hangs it around Her neck. How wonderfully 
beautiful Srimati is! She is just like the Queen of the Nikuiija! 
Is a Queen not to be worshipped? With tear filled eyes, Prema- 
pujart Syama offers everything to Srimati’s lotus feet - body, 
mind and life-airs - through these Kadamba-flowers. 

Kinkari Tulasi is beside herself of ecstasy when she witnesses 
the pastimes of the Divine Pair. Seeing Svamini’s prominence, 
her mind and life-airs have gone to the kingdom of unknown 
bliss. Taking the remembrance of this honey-sweet pastime in 
his heart, Sri Raghunatha praises this Kadambesvara in this 
verse. 
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visala kadamba dale, praphulla kadamba phule, 
yara Sobha kohone na yay 
kufijesvara giridhare, puspa heri harsa bhare 
sadnande cayana kori taya 


"Blissfully, Giridhart, the king of the groves, picks 
indescribably beautiful and blooming Kadamba-flowers from 
the large Kadamba-branches, after blissfully looking at them." 


kufijesvart srt radhika, __riipa gune sarvadhika, 
praphullita na dhare ananda 
kadambera phula raje, _nija hate rasa raje, 
sdjaiche raciya prabandha 


"Rasaraja (Krsna, the king of relishers) makes floral 
ornaments of these regal Kadamba-flowers with His own 
hands, while the bliss of Sri Radhika, the queen of the kuiijas, 
Whose beauty and qualities are supreme, knows no bounds." 


svadhina bhartrka radha, — piiraiche mana sadha, 
ye kadambera pari phula hara. 
se Sriman kadambesvara,  yara tale vilasa ghara, 
netrotsava koruna amara 


"In this way He fulfills the desires of S11 Radha, the 
independent lady-love, by making a garland of Kadamba- 
flowers for Her. May the beautiful king of Kadamba-trees, at 
whose base a cottage for love-play is situated, create a festival 
for my eyes!" 
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VERSE 74: 


nicaih praudha-bhayat svayath sura-patih padau vidhrtyeha yaih 
svar-ganga-salilais cakara surabhi-dvarabhisekotsavam 
govindasya navarh gavam adhipata rajye sphutarn kautukat 
tair yat pradurabhit sada sphuratu tad govinda-kundath drsoh 


nicaih - with humility; praudha - great; bhayat - out of fear; svayam 
- personally; surapatih - the king of the gods; padau - two feet; 
vidhrtya - holding; iha - here; yaih - with which; svar-ganga - the 
Ganges from heaven; salilaih - by the waters; cakdra - did; swrabhi 
dvara - through a Surabhi-cow; abhiseka - ceremonial bathing; 
utsavam - festival; govindasya - of Govinda; navari - new; gavam - 
cows; adhipata - presiding lord; rajye - in the kingdom; sphutam - 
clearly; kautukat - out of fun; taih - by them; yat - what; pradurabhit 
- happened; sada - always; sphuratu - may be manifest; tat - that; 
govinda kundam - Govinda Kunda; drsoh - to the eyes. 


May Sri Govinda Kunda, where Indra, the king of the 
gods, humbly clasped Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, afraid that 
he had committed an offence to Him, where he had a 
blissful shower-festival arranged to crown Krsna as 
Govinda, the king of the cows, with the water of the 
celestial Ganga through a Surabhi-cow, and that became 
visible through those waters, become manifest before my 
eyes. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Gosvamicarana praises Sri Govinda Kunda, a pond at the base 
of Sri Giriraja. During one of Sri Krsna’s special pastimes this 
eternally perfect Sri Govinda Kunda_ advented _ itself. 

Out of mercy on the king of the gods Indra, who, out of 
ignorance, got stuck in the mud of great offences by accepting 
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worship from Sit Nanda and the cowherders, the eternally 
perfect companions who are worshipable even for the Original 
Personality of Godhead Vrajendra-Nandana, Sri Krsna caused 
Sri Nanda and the cowherds to give up the Indra-paja and to 
commence the Govardhana puja. Stupefied by his own 
opulence, Indra became very upset that his worship had been 
stopped and he engaged the clouds used to destroy the universe 
to inundate Vraja. By showering Vraja-dhama for seven days 
and nights with powerful torrents of rain and thunderbolts he 
tried to cause great harm, and thus he committed a great 
offence. 

Finally, on the advice of Lord Brahma, he went to Vraja with 
mother Surabhi, offered humble prayers to Sri Krsna, Who was 
blissfully sitting on the Govardhana Hill, and bathed Him with 
the waters of the celestial Ganga through mother Surabhi. 

This can be known through the following description in 
Srimad Bhagavata (10.27.1-3): 


govardhane dhrte saila asarad raksite vraje; 
golokad avrajat krsnam surabhih sakra eva ca 
vivikta upasangamya vriditah krta helanah; 
pasparse padayor enam kiritenarka varcasa 
drsta srutanubhavo’sya krsnasyamita tejasah; 
nasta trilokesa mada indra aha krtaijalih 


"After Sri Krsna had protected the Vrajavasis from the 
powerful hailstorms by lifting Govardhana Hill, Surabhi and 
Indra came from the Go-loka (planet of cows) and took shelter 
of His lotus feet. Indra, who had become very embarrassed 
because he had disrespected Sri Krsna, considering Him to be 
just an ordinary boy, approached the Lord in solitude and 
offered his obeisances unto Him, touching the Lord’s lotus feet 
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with his crown, that shone like the sun. Having seen the limitless 
power of Sri Krsna, and having heard about it from Lord 
Brahma, Indra, whose pride of being the lord of the three 
worlds had been crushed, began to praise the Lord with folded 
hands." 

After Sri Indra had praised Sri Krsna with various reverential 
prayers, the most merciful son of Sri Vraja-raja smiled and said, 
with a voice as deep as the rumbling of the clouds: 


mayd te’kari maghavan makha-bhango’nugrhnata; 
mad anusmrtaye nityam mattasyendra-sriya bhrsam 
mam aisvarya §rt madandho danda-panin na pasyati 
tam bhramsayami sampadbhyo yasya cecchamyanugraham 
gamyatam sakra bhadram vah kriyatam me’nusasanam 
sthiyatam svadhikaresu yuktair vah stambha varjitaih 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.27.15-17) 


"O King of the gods! You had become greatly blinded with 
illusion due to your regal position, therefore I destroyed the 
sacrifice that was due to you in order to help you always to 
remember Me. Those who are intoxicated by false pride over 
their wealth and lordship cannot conceive of Me as the ruler 
and chastiser of all. If I want to bestow my mercy on one of 
them, I make him lose all his wealth. O Indra! Return to your 
abode! May all be well with you! You (demigods) all accept my 
sovereignty and remain on your posts without any false pride!" 

After this, mother Surabhi and her calves paid obeisances 
unto Sri Krsna’s lotus feet and offered beautiful praises to Him. 
Then Surabhi showered Sri Krsna with water from the celestial 
Ganga and a stream of her own milk and gave Him the title of 
Govinda, the king of cows. At that time Tumburu, Narada, the 
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Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, Siddhas and Caranas began to sing 
Sri Krgna’s spotless glories and the Apsaras began to dance in 
topmost ecstasy. The demigods began to shower flowers from 
the sky, the soil of the earth became muddled by the milk that 
oozed from the cows, streams of ght and milk began to flow in 
the rivers, streams of honey began to trickle from the trees, 
wheat and barley sprang up from the earth and ripened without 
the aid of sowing or ploughing, and the earth became newly 
decorated by innumerable jewels and other gems that came 
from the mines in the mountains. 

From the water that showered Sri Krsna’s limbs, this 
selfmanifest Sri Govinda-Kunda  advented __ itself. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "May that Govinda Kunda become 
visible to my eyes!" 


sad aisvarya yara pade, se govinda-gocarete, 
garva atisaya tuccha hoy 


bhaye devaraja indre, govinda padaravinde, 
Saranete padiya lotaya 
koto na minati kori, stuti kore kara yodi, 
surabhi dugdha mandakini nire 
sei surapati indre, krpamaya sri govinde, 
abhiseka kore bhakti bhare. 
sei abhiseka nire, pradurbhiita sarovare, 


Sri govinda kunda yara nama 
heno bhagya hobe kobe, nayana gocara hobe, 
dhanya hobo nire kori snana 


"When Indra, the king of the gods, perceived S31 Govinda, 
Who is complete in six opulences, his glory became extremely 
insignificant. Fearfully he took shelter of Govinda’s lotus feet 
and rolled in their dust. Humbly he praised the Lord with 
folded hands and devotedly bathed the merciful Sri Govinda 
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with Surabhi’s milk and the water from the celestial Ganga. 
When will Sri Govinda Kunda, the lake that advented itself 
from the water of this bathing-ceremony, become visible to my 
eyes, and when will I be blessed to bathe in its waters?" 


VERSE 75: 


vrajendra-varyarpita-bhogam uccai- 
rdhrtva brhat-kayam agharir utkah 
varena radham chalayan vibhunkte 
yatranna-kitam tad aharth prapadye 


vrajendra - King Nanda; varya - excellent; arpita - offered; bhogam 
- offering of food; uccaih - greatly; dhrtva - having been carried; brhat 
- great; kayam - body; aghari - Krsna; utkah - eagerly; varena - with a 
boon; radham - Radha; chalayan - deceived; vibhunkte - enjoyed; 
yatra - where; anna-kiitam - Annakiita; tad - that; aham - 1; prapadye 
- surrender. 


I take shelter of the place where Sri Nanda Maharaja 
offered the Annakita-feast to Govardhana Hill, and 
where Sri Krsna deceived Sri Radha by offering Her a 
boon, assuming a very huge body. 

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises the place where the Annaktita-feast was offered to 
Govardhana-Hill. 

At this place, Sri Krsna convinced His father to give up the 
habit of offering to Indra and to commence the tradition of 
offering to Govardhana-Hill, and here Sri Krsna assumed a 
huge body, proclaimed Himself to be the Govardhana Hill and 
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ate the huge offering of foodstuffs called Annakiita, which was 
given by Sri Nanda Maharaja. krsnas tvanyataman ritpam gopa 
visrambhanam gatah; sailo’smiti bruvan bhiiri balim adad 
brhad-vapuh (Bhag. 10.24.35) "To bestow faith on the 
cowherds Sri Krsna assumed another huge body, proclaimed ‘T 
am Govardhana Hill!’, and ate the huge feast offered by the 
cowherds." 

In his book Sri Gopala Campith (Pirva, 18th Parana), Sripad 
Jiva Gosvami has described how Sri Krsna assumed this large 
form to eat the Annakita-offering: 


annanyadhaka koti tandula-krta@nyadaya tad vyatjandny- 
apyesa pratikiitam eka kavala praptannam Gdat tatha 
madhyam madhyam anupakrsya tu yatha niram piban palvalan 
kundanydasu saramsi kirtca sarito ninye ksayan sarvatah 
yada grasdya sa karam prasarayati cagratah tada sarve dravanti sma 
sarvatas catakd iva 
madhye krtya vyatijandnyannakitan grasam grasam panind daksinena 
tarjany asav abud disan vamayd tam sakram lolat prantagatyd jahasa 
dosnas tasyasv ati parimiti grasa hetoh prasdare 
cakufice ca sthagita haritah prapta tat tad gatinam 
aksnam asid vraja kula bhuvam citra-vrnde’pi citram 
yat kvapyekam na kila ganitam siktham ekan sthitani na 
ataritrnyata grasén bhibhrd bhibhrd yatha yatha 
acaliknapyatapyuccair mamsalaya tatha tatha 


"This giant took handfuls of rice and vegetables from each of 
the huge piles of food and began to eat it, and inbetween He 
attracted small ponds, lakes and rivers to have something to 
drink. In this way the pools and ponds were all dried up. 
Wherever Sri Krsna, Who had attained the form of 
Govardhana- Hill, stuck out His hand to take some food, all the 
Vrajavasis came running, just like Cataka-birds. 
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The Govardhana-giant placed all the vegetables in the piles 
of rice and began to take big morsels with His right hand, while 
sticking up His left thumb and index finger as if deriding Indra. 
To take more food, He began to extend and retract His hand so 
fast that He covered all four directions. 

When the Vrajavasis saw this with their own eyes they 
became greatly astonished, because there was not even one 
grain of rice left over at the place where the mountain had 
eaten. He had become fattened and nourished exactly to the 
extent in which He had eaten. 

In this way Giriraja had finished His meal in no time." 


bala bhitinn yauvanonmatta citta hasan vrddhas citram arhas tu bhaktim 
yata ye ye tesu sarvesu devah suddham tustin kautukitvad bhaja 

diirad durat piiram adaya baram vaktram sasvat ksalayann adri-devah 

sthivann uccaih prstha-dese samantad vrstim kurvan saspa srstim cakdra 
gandusanam antare vansa dandair dantantarganyanna pindani kusnan 
udyan miirtis tatra sailadhidevah pirtim kurvan prana-bhajan sasarja 
tambilanan vitikah koti kharvam kiitikurvams carvayan garva phullah 

pranta cchayamandalas canda rasmih pratar yadvat tadvaddsyam cakara 


"Seeing the most amazing way in which Sri Giriraja was 
eating, the children became afraid, the youngsters laughed and 
the elders became astonished. Jubilant Giriraja was very 
pleased with anyone who had become qualified for devotional 
service. Then He got Himself water from afar, repeatedly 
washed His mouth with it and repeatedly spat the water out 
again. This water caused high grass to grow. Then Giriraja took 
some large bamboo-rods and brushed His teeth with them. 

By revealing this peerless transcendental form, Giriraja 
fulfilled everyone’s desires. Then He took millions of betel 
leaves and began to chew them. Blossoming of pride, He made 
His face look even more beautiful than the morning sun." 
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Srila Dasa Gosvamipada says: "Sri Krsna assumed. this 
gigantic form when He had the mount worshipped so that He 
could find a pretext to deceive Sri Radha by granting Her a 
boon. 

Out of bashfulness, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna cannot freely look at 
Each other in front of Their superiors. This desire, cherished 
within the heart for so long, had become so strong that Sit 
Krsna had revealed this gigantic mountain-form in which He 
could eat. Now Sri Radharani could freely gaze at Her beloved 
form in front of Her elders and swim in an ocean of bliss by 
accepting Her blessing at the time when everyone else was also 
accepting blessings from Giriraja. Srila Jiva Gosvamipada has 
written: 


param girir eva satram harind na prakasitam 
kintu sri radhikadinam ananendurucer api 


"In this pastime Sri Krsna did not only reveal the sacrifice to 
Giriraja; He also relished the increase of beauty of the moon- 
like faces of Sri Radhika and the Vrajasundaris." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of the place at the 
base of Giriraja where Sri Krsna’s Annakiita-pastime took 
place." 


Sri nanda vrajendra varya, manete koriya dharya, 
krsna-yukti koriyad sravana 
annakita arpana kore, —_ govardhana girivare, 
vraje yoto gopa gopigana 
Sri govinda agocare, prakanda mitrati dhare, 
annakita korila bhojana 
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varadi pradana chale, radhake chalanda kore, 
se sthanera loinu Sarana 


"I take shelter of the place where Sri Vrajendra Nanda 
patiently listened to Sri Krsna’s advice to offer a mountain of 
food to Giriraja Govardhana with all the cowherd men and 
women, and where Sri Govinda assumed a gigantic form in an 
unseen way, so that He could eat the food-mountain and 
deceive Sri Radha on the pretext of offering Her a boon." 


VERSE 76: 


girindra-varyopari-hara-riipi 
harih svayam yatra vihara-kari 
sada muda rajati raja-bhogai- 
rhari-sthalam tat tu bhaje’nuragaih 


girindra-varya - the king of mountains; upari - at the peak of; hara 
- enchanting; raipi - in the form of; harih - Hari; svayam - Himself; 
yatra - where; vihara-kari - enjoyer; sada - always; muda - joyfully; 
rajati - shines; raja - royal; bhogaih - with enjoyments; haristhalam - 
Haristhala; tat - that; tu - indeed; bhaje - I worship; anuragaih - with 
great love. 


With great love I worship Haristhala, the place at the 
peak of Sri Giriraja Govardhana, where enchanting Hari 
always blissfully enjoys Himself like a king. 

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Haristhala is 


praised. 
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Haristhala is the place, where Hari assumes an enchanting 
form and enjoys Himself like a king. Because He steals 
everyone’s mind one of the Lord’s names is ‘Hari’. Sri Hari 
assumes many other forms, and they are all enchanting, but 
there is no Hari that is no naturally mindstealing as 
Vrajendranandana. Not only is He able to steal others’ minds, 
He has the nature to enchant even His own mind! visma@panam 
svasya ca (Bhagavata). riipa dekhi dpandra, krsnera hoy 
camatkara(C.C.) 

No one else but Krsna has such a nature. The sweetness and 
beauty of Madana-Mohana-Vraja-Vihart is incomparable! 

Anyone who takes shelter of the sacred words of those who 
perceive this form with the eyes of passionate divine love will 
also be able to perceive this extraordinary form of Madana- 
Mohana. 

There is no comparison to the passionate love of Sri 
Bilvamangala Thakura. He desribes Vrajendra-Nandana exactly 
in the way in which he saw Him with the eyes of sacred passion: 


marah svayam nu madhura dyuti-mandalam nu madhuryam eva nu 
mano nayandmrtam nu 
veni-mijo nu mama jivito vallabho nu krsno’yam abhyudayate mama 
locanaya 


(Sri Krsna Karnamrta) 


"Is this Cupid himself? If not, then how can He create such 
lusty feelings (of pure love) in My heart when He appears? 
No, no, it can’t be, for Cupid may be able to stir the mind, 
but he does not have so much splendour, and this one here has 
literally waves of splendour! Then is it some halo? 
But how could that be? There is light in a halo of course, but 
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not so much sweetness! Then is this sweetness personified? 

No, for that does not have this nectar, that is relishable for 
the mind and the eyes! Then is it some fresh nectar for the eyes 
and mind? No, no, for this is an indescribable ocean of relish 
that far transcends that! Is He then My Madhava, who loosens 
My braid? Has My Prana-vallabha Sri Krsna come delight My 
eyes?" 

Sriman Mahaprabhu, the descension Who came to sanctify 
the age of Kali, said, while relishing the mellows of this verse: 


kiba ei saksat kama, dyuti bimba miirtiman, 
ki madhurya svayam mirtimanta 
kiba mano netrotsava, kiba prana vallabha, 
satya krsna aila netrananda 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Is this Cupid, a personified halo or the embodiment of 
sweetness? Or is it a festival for the eyes and mind, or the lover 
of My heart? Truly, Krsna has come to delight My eyes!" 

Experienced people can immediately see that - is there any 
other form of Godhead that maddens the heart and mind with 
this kind of beauty or nature, which has been described in such 
an ecstatic language? 

Not only that, there is another extraordinary nature that 
maddens the mind of a person that experienced this form, that 
enchants Cupid. Those who have experienced this form 
sometimes think there is no limit to their bliss and sometimes 
they think that there is no limit to this misery. Sometimes they 
think they are scorched by a forest fire and sometimes they 
think they are residing in the cool water of the river Yamuna. 

In this way the hearts and minds of persons who have 
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experienced this blend of poison and nectar, or of bliss and 
anguish are not just taken away, but they go beyond themselves 
in all respects by some amazing condition that is inconceivable 
to body, mind and words. 

A ray of this experience is also found in the descriptions of 
Lilasuka - 


adhira bimbadhara vibhramena harsadra venu svara sampada ca 
anena kena@pi manoharena ha hanta ha hanta mano dinosi 


(Sri Krsna Karnamrtam - 36) 


"Alas! With the indescribable movements of Your cherry-like 
lips and with Your blissful flute-playing You are afflicting my 
mind!" 

Sripada Krsna dasa Kaviraja Gosvamipada writes in his 
Saranga-Rangada-commentary on this verse: 

ato manoharena mano mdtram harati karyam na siddhayati 
indrajalavad yat tena "He steals the mind with His form and 
qualities, but does not reach perfection. Therefore this work of 
attracting the mind is illusory like a magic trick." 

This mind-stealing Hari is very blissfully enjoying Himself 
like a great king on the peak of Giriraja Govardhana at the place 
called Haristhala, and Sripada Raghunatha is passionately 
yearning to worship this Haristhala for the fulfillment of his 
sacred aspirations. 


girindra-govardhanera sikhara pradese; 
hari yatha cittahari divya riipa vese 
vividha vihara sukhe priti anurage; 
viraja korena maharajocita bhoge 
sei ‘haristhala’ ami bhaji anurage; 
satata rahibo padi giri tata-bhage 
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"I passionately worship the place called Haristhala on the 
peak of Giriraja Govardhana, where Hari stands in a divine 
form, wearing a mind-stealing dress and blissfully enjoying 
different pastimes with passionate love, just like a great king. 
For this I always fall in prostration at the base of Giriraja." 


VERSE 77: 


ghatta-krida-kutukita-mana nagarendronavino 
dani bhiitva madana-nrpater gavya-dana-cchalena 
yatra pratah sakhibhir abhito vestitah sarnrurodha 
sri-gandharvam nija-gana-vrtarh naumi tam krsna-vedim 


ghatta-krida - the toll-pastime; kutukita - delighted; mand - mind; 
nagarendra - the king of amorous heroes; navinah - young; dani - the 
tax-collector; bhiitva - having become; madana - Cupid; nrpateh - of 
the king; gavya - dairy products; dana - payment; cchalena - on the 
pretext of; yatra - where; pratah - in the morning; sakhibhih - by 
friends; abhitah - completely; vestitah - surrounded; sarirurodha - 
obstructed; sri gandharvam - Sri Radha; nija - own; gana - party; 
ortam - surrounded; naumi - I offer my obeisances; tam - unto her; 
krsna-vedim - unto Krsna-vedi. 


I offer my obeisances unto Krsna-vedr, the place where 
the youthful amorous hero, Sri Krsna, surrounded by His 
friends, became a toll collector for King Cupid one 
morning and jubilantly played the Dana-pastime by 
obstructing Sri Gandharvika and Her girlfriends on the 
pretext of collecting tax from them on their dairy 
products. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Krsna-vedi, the place at the Dana-ghati of 
Govardhana Hill.*° It was here that the crown jewel of amorous 
heroes, Sri Krsna, had a lot of fun by dressing Himself 
wonderfully as a toll collector and stopping Sri Radharani and 
Her girlfriends on the road on the pretext of collecting tax from 
them. 

For the welfare of Sri Krsna-Baladeva, Vasudeva had 
engaged Bhaguri Rsi to commence a great sacrifice near 
Govinda-Kunda, at the base of Govardhana Hill. 

It was announced all over Vraja that any gopt who would 
personally take a jug of ght on her head and donate it to the 
sacrifice would certainly have all of her desires fulfilled. 

Sri Radharani and Her girlfriends took golden jugs with fresh 
and fragrant ghi on their heads and headed towards 
Govardhana. 

Hearing this news from a parrot, Sri Krsna and His dear most 
friends went to the peak of Govardhana Hill and erected a 
peerless Dana-Ghati (toll station) there on a large platform 
called Syama Vedi. 

jnatod tasan gamanam aciram kira-varyasya vaktrad 
smitvd narma priya sakhaganair avrtah sa@vadhanah 
Sailendrasyopari parilasann udbhata syamavedyam 


ghattipattam vidadhad atulam ballabadhisa stinuh 


(Dana Keli Cintamani - 15) 


45 Dana Ghiti is situated on the Govardhana Hill, on the right side 
of the road from Govardhana to Delhi. Ed. 
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Seeing Sri Radha walking with the charming gait of a swan, 
decorated with different garments and ornaments and holding 
a golden jug with ght on Her head, being surrounded by Her 
girlfriends, Syamasundara became enchanted and thought: 


phulla campaka vallikavalir iyam kimi no na sa jangama 

kim vidyul latika-tatir nahi ghane sa khe ksana dyotini 
kim jyotir lahart sarin nahi na sa miirtim vahet tad dhruvan 
jnatam jnatam asau sakhikula orta radha sphutam pranicati 


(Dana Keli Cintamani - 19) 


"Is this a blooming Campaka-vine? No, because that does not 
move! Then is it a lightning strike? No, that also not, because 
the lightning rests in a cloud in the sky! Then is it a riverstream 
of effulgence? No, that is also not possible, because that has no 
form! Then I know for sure that it is Radha, Who is coming this 
way, surrounded by Her girlfriends!". Seeing Sri Krsna, 
premamayi Sri Radha was also astonished and told Her 


girlfriends - 


kim navyambuda esa bhavya-vadanah kim nila ratnankurah 
kim nilotpala navya mirtir api kim kastirika vibhramah 
astesv esa na ko’pi hanta yad ayar nastapaye nirbharam 

tasmad gokulacandra eva bhavita syamo’dbhuta ksmadhare 


"O fair-faced girlfriends! Is this a fresh rain cloud, a fresh 
sprout of sapphire, a new kind of blue lotus or a musk perfume? 
No, it is none of these things, because they do not give us so 
much pain! It must be wonderful Syama, the moon of Gokula, 
there on the hill!" 
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Seeing Sri Krsna, Sri Radha, Who was overwhelmed by 
mind-stealing feelings of ecstasy, walked on slowly with Her 
girlfriends. 

Then, suddenly, Subala came running up to them, stood 
before them and loudly exclaimed: "O hey you milkmaids! Why 
are you avoiding this toll-stationP Come here and pay your 
dues!" 

The proud girls on the road proudly shrugged their shoulders 
and walked on without even blinking an eye in his direction. At 
each and every step, Srimati extended a net of very powerful 
influence over Syama-N agara’s mind. Nagara was enchanted by 
the sounds of Her ornaments! As if bewitched by a mantra, the 
enchanting toll collector came running: flute in His hand, a 
smile on His face and casting sidelong glances. Obstructing the 
way for Srimati our hero stood there and _ said: 

"Pay Me My toll!" How beautiful Svamini looked! How 
wonderfully She manifested Her kila-kiticita-bhava! 


antah smeratayojjvala jalakana vyakirna paksmankura 
kirtcit patalitancala rasikatotsikta purah kuficati 
ruddhayah pathi madhavena madhura vyabhugnatarottara 
radhayah kila kitcita stavakini drstih sriyam vah kriyat 


(Dana Keli Kaumudi - 1) 


"When Sri Radha is obstructed by Sri Krsna on the road to 
the Dana Ghati, Her glance attains some brightness because of 
Her slight smile, which is caused by Her inner joy. Her 
eyelashes are studded with tear drops, the corners of Her eyes 
look ruddy, Her glances are sprinkled with lusciousness, but 
become crooked when She faces Sri Krsna, and the pupils of 
Her eyes are crooked in a sweet mood and thus carry an 
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extraordinary beauty. May this kila kincita-bhava in Sit 
Radha’s eyes, which is like a bouquet of flowers, bestow all 
auspiciousness on you!" 


kila kittcita bhava bhiasara suno vivarana; 
ye bhisaya bhisita radha hare krsna-mana 
radha dekhi krsna yadi chuite kore mana; 
dana-ghati pathe yabe varjena gamana 
yabe asi mana kore puspa uthdite; 
sakhi age cahe yadi ange hasta dite 
ei sab sthane ‘kila kiftcita’ udgama; 
prathamei harsa sattcari mila karana 
ara sata bhava asi sahaje milaya; 
asta bhava sammilane mahabhava hoy 
garva, abhilasa, bhaya, suska rudita; 
krodha astiya saha ara manda smita 
nana svddu astabhave ekatra milana; 
yahara asvade trpta hoy krsna mana 
dadhi khanda ghrta madhu marica karptira; 
elaci milane yaiche ‘rasala@ madhura 
ei bhava yukta dekhi radhasya nayana; 
sangama hoite sukha paya koti guna 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"Listen to the description of the emotional ornamentation 
named kila-kiticita-bhava. When Sri Radha is decorated with 
these ornaments, She steals Krsna’s heart. When Krsna sees 
Radha and wants to touch Her, He goes to the Dana Ghati and 
tries to stop Her there on the road, and when She comes to pick 
flowers Krsna tries to lay His hands on Her in front of Her 
girlfriends. 


At all these places the kila-kificita-bhava awakens in Her, 
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starting with joy, which is the primal cause of infused emotions 
(saricart bhavas).The other seven ecstasies naturally meet with 
the first one, and when all the eight ecstasies are found 
together, we have mahabhdva. When these eight different 
delectable ecstasies, like pride, desire, fear, dry weeping, anger, 
envy and mild smiling come together, the relish satisfies Krsna’s 
mind. 

It is as sweet as Rasala, which contains yoghurt, rock candy, 
ght, honey, black pepper, camphor and cardamom. 

When Krsna sees Sri Radha’s face and eyes endowed with 
these feelings it makes Him millions of times happier than 
when He directly unites with Her." 

Because He hankers for the indescribably sweet relish of Sri 
Radha’s emotional displays like kila kiticita Sri Krsna initiates 
humorous pastimes like the Dana-lila. Syamasundara speaks 
with the sakhis, while Svamini remains silent. The sakhis say: 
"We never heard of a tollstation near Govardhana Hill before!" 
Syama says: "How amazing! They have never heard yet of the 
king of toll-collectors named Madana (Cupid)! Don’t speak like 
that again! If King Madana hears it you will have to suffer a 
great royal punishment!" How many hundreds of memories are 
awakened of the wonderful erotic flavours of laughing and 
joking of the enchanting tollcollector with Sri Gandharvika and 
Her girlfriends, when seeing Krsna Vedi in this way. 

Sri Raghunatha says: "I offer my obeisances unto this Krsna 
Vedi." 


rasikendra ciidamani, hoiya yetha mahadani, 
dana lilaya kutukita mana. 
pratah kale sakha saige, dana mage mahdarange, 
yatha radha sange vrajangana 


madana rdajera Gjiiate, dana dao e ghatete, 
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loiya yao dadhi, ghrta yoto. 
eto boli nagarendra, hasya kori mrdu manda, 
avarodha koilo gopi patha. 
vandi ‘krsna vedi’ seho, — yatha krsna sakha saha, 
nitya ratige korena vihara 
Sri radhika sakhi sange, kobe setha yabe range, 
heno dina ki hoibe amaya? 


"I praise the Krsna-Vedi, where the crown jewel of relishers 
becomes a great tax collector, eagerly desiring to play the Dana- 
lila, and where He always comes in the morning with His 
friends and has great fun in levying tax from Radha and the 
Vraja-gopis. Slightly smiling and saying “Pay Me tax of all your 
yoghurt and ghi on the order of king Cupid, here at this toll- 
station!’, Nagarendra stopped the gopis on the road. 

When will the day be mine when I can go there with Sri 
Radhika and Her sakhis?P" 


VERSE 78: 


nibhrtam ajani yasmad dana-nirvrtir asmi 
yatra idam abhidhanam prapayat tat sabhayam 
rasa-vimukha-nigidhe tatra taj-jiaika-vedye 
sarasi bhavati vaso dana-nirvartanena 


nibhrtam - solitary; ajani - became; yasmdd - from which; dana - 
tax; nirvrttih - collection; asminn - in this; ata - therefore; idam - here; 
abhidhanam - name; prapa - attained; yat - which; tat - that; 
sabhayam - inthe assembly; rasa - flavours; vimukha - averse; nigiidhe 
- hidden; tatra -there; tat - that; ja - knowing; eka - only; vedye - 
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knowable; sarasi - lake; bhavatu - let it be; vasah - residence; dana - 
tax; nirvartanena - by fulfillment. 


May we reside at Dana-Nirvartana kunda, the solitary 
place where Radha and Madhava completed Their Dana- 
lila, for which it is called Dana-Nivrtti-kunda in the 
assembly of devotees. This place is hidden for those who 
are averse to tasting transcendental mellows and is only 
known to those who know these transcendental flavours. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises Dana Nirvartana Kunda, the lake on whose bank the 
most rasika Dana-lild was completed. There is no comparison 
to the sweetness of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s Dana-lila. Seeing 
the great anguish of separation of viraha miirti (the 
embodiment of love-in-separation) Sri Raghunatha, Srila Ripa 
Gosvami, who acted like a doctor who could cure his patient 
form severe burning-wounds* gave him his “Lalita Madhava’- 
play to read, which is filled with the great rasa of separation 
experienced by Sri Radha after Sri Krsna left Vraja for Mathura. 

When Srila Raghunatha, who is the manifest embodiment of 
vipralambha-rasa (the flavour of love-in-separation) read the 
story of the play, which is filled with great vipralambh- rasa, he 
became like mad, to the extent that he was about to die. 

Then Srila Ripa Gosvami composed “Dana Keli Kaumudr’, a 
play which is full of sambhoga rasa (the flavour of 
transcendental union) and gave it to Raghunatha to read, taking 
back the Lalita Madhava-book on the pretext of wanting to edit 
it. 

Reading about the Dana-lila, which is the abode of S1i-Sri 


46 Of separation. Ed. 
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Radha-Madhava’s sweetest parihdsa-rasa (flavour of humour), 
Sri Raghunatha obtained so much transcendental relish that he 
became absorbed in composing two books, “Dana Keli 
Cintamani’ and ‘Mukta Carita’, books filled with the flavour of 
$11-Sri Radha-Madhava’s union and humour, that recollected 
and re-relished the flavours of ‘Dana Keli Kaumudr. 

From this we can understand what great relish there is in the 
Dana-lila. 

How wonderful is the flavour of S1i-Srt Radha-Madhava’s 
mutual love when They quarrel over toll and taxes in the 
Dana-lila! 

How many hundreds of kinds of sweet erotic feelings arise 
from the Divine Pair and Their girlfriends! Sometimes our toll 
collector becomes so enchanted by Srimati’s form that He 
comes up to Her to touch Her, saying: "Pay Me with Your 
youthful beauty!" 

The sakhis say: "Oh, is there also a levy on youthful beauty 
nowadays?" "Yes, this is paid at My station!", Dani (Krsna) 
replies. Srimati then says: 


diresu tistha na hi mam sprsa dhrsta dhiirta 
yanti suyaga bhavanam vratinim pavitram 
sprstam tavadya maruta’pi madiya gavyam 

syamibhavan na bhavita subha yajna yogyam 


(Dana Keli Cintamani - 41) 


"O shameless cheater! Stay far away! Don’t touch Me! Don’t 
instruct pure girls like us, that are under a vow and that are 
going to a sacrificial arena! If our ghi is even touched by the 
breeze coming from Your body it is contaminated and no longer 
fit for this holy sacrifice!" Syama says: 
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nityam garvini vanya vartmani misat saigopya gavyadika 
vikrinasi sathe tvam atra patita bhagyena haste’dya me 
tvam baddhoru manoja raja purato nesyamy avasyam tatha 
pritya yacchati mahyam eva sa yatha tarunya ratnanivah 


(Dana Keli Cintamani - 37) 


"O proud girl! You are always coming down this forest path, 
hiding the ghi and so that You want to sell! O Cheater, 
fortunately You fell into My hands today, so that I can safely 
bind You up and bring You before king Cupid, who will lovingly 
give Me the jewels of Your youth!" 

Saying this, He comes up to catch Her. 

Lalita then comes up before Him and proudly says: 

"I am Bhairavi (a man-hating goddess)! See if You can touch 
mel" 

Dani is unable to come any closer, but then He winks at the 
sakhis, pointing at Sri Radha and saying: 

"Allright, if you don’t have any money on you now, then keep 
Her bound here with Me and go. Once you have sold your dairy 
products you can return and bail Her out." 

The sakhis reply: 

"That we cannot do!" 

Hearing this, Syama proudly blocks the road and says: 

"Then let Me see how you will go from here!", making the 
sakhis flee in great fear. 

Then Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava enter into a nearby ku/ija and 
become immersed in an ocean of amorous pastimes there. 


duhun avalokane, duhun pulakayita, 
locane adnanda lora. 
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rasera avese duhun, hame bhelo gada gada, 
stabadha bhelo puna bhora 


"They both horripilate when They see Each other and tears 
stream from Their eyes. In rasika-absorption They perspire and 
Their voices stutter and They become stunned once again." 


atasi kusuma sama, Syama sundayara, 
nayari campaka gori. 
nava jaladhara janu, canda agorala, 
aiche rahalo syama-kori. 
vigalita kesa, kusuma sikhi-candraka, 
vigalita nila nicola 


"Syama, the great lover, resembles an Atasi-flower and our 
heroine a golden Campaka-flower, sitting on Syama’s lap like 
the moon on the lap of a fresh monsoon cloud. Their hairs are 
loosened and Their flowers, peacock feather crown and blue 
sart have all fallen off." 

Because the Dana-pastime was completed by Them on its 
solitary banks, Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their sakhis have 
called it Dana Nirvartana Kunda. 

This confidential Dana-lila is hidden to those who are averse 
to relishing transcendental mellows and can only be known by 
rasika-devotees who have taken shelter of the madhura-bhava. 
Thus Sripada Raghunatha desires to reside on the bank of 
Dana-Nirvartana-Kunda, where this greatly confidential Dana- 
pastime was completed by S1i-S1i Radha-Madhava and Their 
boy- and girlfriends. 


yei sarovara tire, gtidha dana-lila kore, 
nama dhare ‘dana sarovara’ 
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dana-lila anabhijia-, janera kabhu nahe gamya, 
surasika janerai gocara 
e bodo lalasa mane, dana-lila pravartane, 
thaki yeno yiithesvari sange. 
duhun lila ranga rasa, hobe more saravasa, 
dana-chale bhetibo govinde 


"I greatly desire to reside on the bank of the lake called 
Dana-Sarovara, where the confidential Dana-lil@ took place, 
which is never accessible to people who are ignorant of the 
Dana-lila and which is only perceived by the rasika-devotees. 

In the company of all the gopi-groupleaders, I will take part 
in the flavours of this blissful Dana-lila, and that will become 
my all-in-all. 

On the pretext of paying toll I will thus meet Govinda!" 


VERSE 79: 


siri-brahma-kadamba-khanda-sumano-rudrapsaro-gaurika 
jyotsna-moksana-malyahara-vibudharindra-dhvajady-akhyaya 
yani srestha-sararhsi bhanti parito govardhanadrer amit 
nide cakraka-tirtha-daivata-giri $ri-ratna-pithany api 


stri - Baladeva Kunda; brahma - Brahmakunda; kadamba-khanda 
- Kadamba Khanda; swmanah - Kusuma Sarovara; rudra - 
Rudrakunda; apsara - Apsara-kunda; gaurika - Gauri-tirtha; jyotsnd - 
Candra Sarovara; moksana - Rna-Papa Mocana Kunda; mdélyahdra - 
Malyahara-kunda; vibudhari - Vibudhari-kunda; indra-dhwaja - 
Indradhvaja Vedi; adi - and others; akhyayd - known as; yani - which; 
Srestha - best; saramsi - lakes; bhanti - shine; paritah - everywhere; 
govardhanddreh - of Govardhana Hill; amini - these; ide - I praise; 
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cakraka-tirtha - Cakra-tirtha; daivata giri - Daivagiri; sri ratnapithani 
- jeweled places; api - even. 


I praise all the best lakes and ponds around 
Govardhana Hill, such as Baladeva-kunda, Kadamba- 
Khanda, Kusuma-Sarovara, Rudra-kunda, Apsara- 
kunda, Gauri-tirtha, Candra-Sarovara, na-papamocana 
Kunda, Malyahara-kunda, Vibudhari-kunda and 
Indradhvaja-Vedi, as well as Cakra-tirtha, Daiva-giri and 
the different jeweled pavilions. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sri Raghunatha 
praises all the different lakes and other holy places around Sti 
Giriraja. 

Sri Govardhana is the place of Sri Govinda’s very wonderful 
pastimes. Here Lilamaya (Playful Krsna) relishes the flavours 
of different pastimes with His boyfriends and with Sri Radha 
and the Vrajasundaris, and each playground is to be found in 
the form of a holy place. 

On the edge of Govardhana Hill, on the south-western 
corner of the village of Pardsoli is the greatly luminous 
Baladeva-Kunda. All desires of a human being who bathes 
here are fulfilled. 

In the Puranas the following description can be found of 
Brahmakunda — 


atra yatam brahmakundam brahmané tosito harih 
indradi lokapalanam jatani ca saramsi ca 


(Mathura Khanda) 
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"Brahma-Kunda was created where Sri Hari played and 
was being satisfied by Lord Brahma. Next to that are also lakes 
of Indra and other universal protectors." And then — 


hradam tatra mahabhaga druma gulma latayutam 
catvari tatra tirthani punyani ca subhani ca 
indram piirvena parsvena yama-tirtham tu daksine 
varunan pascime tirtham kuveram cottarena tu 
tatra madhye sthitas caham kridayisye yadrcchaya 


(Adi Varaha Purana) 


"O greatly fortunate one! At Govardhana there is a pool 
named Brahma-Kunda, beautified by trees, vines and bushes. 
Around this pool, four highly auspicious and beneficent holy 
places are situated. East of this pool is Indra-tirtha, south is 
Yama-tirtha, west is Varuna-tirtha and north Kuvera-tirtha is 
situated. According to My liking I will reside and play in this 
pond." 

At Kadamba-Khandi, Sri Krsna is eagerly looking out for 
Sri Radha to come. 


ei ye kadamba khandi - krsna eikhane; 
cahi rahe radhika gamana patha pane 
(Bhakti Ratnakara) 


At Kusuma-Sarovara, Sri Radha and Krsna have fun 


picking flowers. 


dekhoho kusuma sarovara ei vane; 
donhara adbhuta ranga kusuma cayane 


(ibid). 
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Before Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna meet at Sri Radhakunda at 
noontime, Sri Krsna consults Vinda-devt and Dhanistha here 
about how to bring Sri Radharani to Sri Radhakunda, and here 
Tulasi, being sent by Sri Radharani, consoles Sri Krsna by 
bringing Him news about Her. 

In the lonely woods around Rudra-kunda, Mahadeva is 
immersed in meditation on Sri Krsna. 


dekho rudrakunda sobha nirjana kanane; 
etha mahadeva magna hoila krsna-dhyane 
(Bhakti Ratnakara - 5th Taranga). 


Apsarakunda is situated at the end of Giriraja, near the 
village of Pucchari. 

The most fortunate people are blessed by bathing in this 
kunda. 


dekhoho apsarakunda govardhana ante; 
etha snana koroye parama bhagyavanta 


(ibid.) 


At Gaurt-tirtha, a wonderful pastime of Sri-Sri_ Radha- 
Madhava takes place. Here Sri Krsna deceived Jatila and 
Abhimanyu by dressing like Gauri (Durga-devi) so that He 
could enjoy with Sri Radha. 

Near Gauri-tirtha is a large and enchanting Kadamba-tree 
which is the playground for the Divine Pair. Here is a place 
called Nipakunda. 


pandita ullase kohe - dekho Srinivasa; 
ei gauri-tirthe hoy adbhuta vilasa. 
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gaurt tirthe ntpa-urksa-raja manohara; 
nipa kunda dekho ei parama sundara 


(ibid. ). 


Jubilantly Raghava Pandita said: "Look, O Srinivasa! At this 
Gauri-tirtha wonderful pastimes take place. There is a graceful 
regal Nipa-tree at Gauri-tirtha. Behold this most beautiful Nipa 
Kunda!" 

Candra Sarovara is situated close to the village of Parasoli. 
Here Sri Krsnacandra takes rest after dancing the vernal Risa- 
dance. 


ei dekho candrasarovara anupama; 
etha rasavese krsnacandrera visrama (ibid.) 


Here also Sri Krsna singlehandedly dressed Sri Radha. In the 
south western corner of the Sarovara is the Singara Mandira 
and in the south-eastern corner is Sri Rasa Mandala. The 
Moksana-kunda mentioned in the sloka is mentioned in Bhakti 
Ratnakara as ‘“-na-papamocana Kunda’. One who bathes in =na- 
papamocana Kunda will be freed from all sins that are 
committed due to debts. 


ei rna mocana kunda papa mocana akhyana; 
rna-papa ghuce kunda-dvaye koile snana 
(Bhakti Ratnakara). 


At Sri Radhakunda, Malyahara Kunda is situated. 

One day, on the occasion of Dipanvita (Diwali), Sit Radha 
and Her girlfriends headed by Lalita and others, strung 
garlands of pearls here, when Sri Krsna appeared on the scene 
and asked them for some pearls to decorate His pet-cows with. 
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But the gopis didn’t give Krsna any pearls, so Krsna planted 
some pearls Himself and grew some amazing pearl-vines. 

Seeing this, Sri Radha and the gopis also planted pearls, but 
they just grew thorny vines instead. 

Then, when they came to Sri Krsna to try to buy some pearls 
from Him, a wonderfully sweet pastime of Sri Radha-Madhava 
manifested itself. 

Srimad Raghunatha dasa Gosvamipada has elaborately 
described this confidential pastime in his book “Mukta Carita’. 


ei malyahari kunda ahe Srinivasa! 
mukta mala chale etha adbhuta vilasa. 
Sri mukta carita granthe e sab vicari, 
varnila sri raghunatha dasa krpa kori 


(ibid.) 


Vibudharikunda has been identified in Bhakti Ratnakara as 
Aristakunda or Syamakunda. At Indradhvaja Vedi, Sri Nanda 
Maharaja used to perform Indra paja. When Sri Krsna was 
seven years old, He came here and seeing His father engaged 
in Indra-paja here convinced him to commence Govardhana 
Piija instead. 


indradhwvaja-vedi ei - etha nanda raya; 
koritena indra-pija sarva-loke gaya 


(Ibid.) 


Cakra Tirtha is a very famous place. Here Sri Radha- 
Krsna’s see-saw pastimes take place. Cakratirtha ordered 
Srimat Sanatana Gosvami to reside here. 

While living _ here, Srimat Sanatana Gosvami daily 
circumambulated Govardhana Hill as a rule, and when he 
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became old, merciful S17 Krsna, seeing that this became too 
much of an effort for him, appeared to him dressed as a 
cowherd boy and told him that if he just circumambulated a 
stone that had His footprint on it, he would have completed his 
circumambulation. After saying this the Lord disappeared. 

In Sri Bhakti Ratnakara it is described - 


ei cakra tirtha dekho ohe Srinivasa; 
ihara krpate piirna hoy abhilasa 
cakratirtha parama prasiddha govardhane; 
Sri radha-krsnera dola krida hoy eikhane 
ohe Srinivasa sri gosvanu sandtane; 
cakra tirtha aja koilo rahite ekhane 
etha vasa koilo ati ulldsa antare; 
ei dekho tara kuti bonera bhitore 
prati dina govardhana parikrama tara; 
bhramaye dvddasa krosa aiche sakti kara 
orddha-kale mahasrama dekhi’ gopinatha; 
gopa balakera chale hoila saksat 
sanatana tanu gharma ‘nivari’ yatane; 
asru-yukta hoiya kohe madhura vacane 
orddha-kale eto srama korite nariba; 
ohe svami, ye kohi ta’ avasya maniba 
sanatana kohe - koho, manibo janiyd; 
Suni gopa govardhane cadilena giya 
nija pada-cihna govardhana Sila ani; 
sanatane kohe punah sumadhura vani 
ohe svami, ei loho krsna padacin; 
Gi hoite koribe ihara pradaksina 
saba parikrama siddha hoibe ihate; 
eto kohi sila ani dilena kutite 
sila samarpiya krsna hoilo adargana; 
balake na dekhi’ vyagra hoilo sanatana 
sanatana vyakula dekhiya adrsyete; 
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nija paricaya dila vihvala snehete 
sanatana nija netra jale sikta hoila; 
kori’ koto kheda citte dhairyavalambila 


"Behold this Cakratirtha, O Srinivasa! By its grace all desires 
are fulfilled! Cakratirtha is most famous in Govardhana. Here 
Sri Radha-Krsna’s see-saw pastimes take place. Ohe Srinivasa! 
Cakra Tirtha ordered Sanatana Gosvami to reside here, so he 
lived here in great bliss. Look! There, in the woods is his hut! 
From here, Sanatana Gosvami daily performed Govardhana 
Parikrama. Who has the power to walk these 24 miles every 
day? Seeing how much effort it took Sanatana Gosvami to 
accomplish this at his old age, Gopiatha appeared before him 
dressed as a cowherd boy. Carefully he removed the sweat 
drops from Sanatana’s body and said with a sweet voice and tear 
filled eyes: 

"Don’t do so much effort anymore in your old age. You must 
heed My words, O Svami!" Sanatana replied: Speak and I will 
heed Your words!" 

Hearing this, the cowherd boy mounted Govardhana Hill 
and brought down a Govardhana Sila with His footprints on it. 
Then He told Sanatana Gosvami with a very sweet voice: 

"Ohe Svami! Take these footprints of Krsna and 
circumambulate them from now on! This will complete your 
entire circumambulation of Govardhana Hill!" 

Saying this, Krsna brought the Sila into Sanatana’s kuti and 
disappeared. Not seeing the boy anymore, Sanatana became 
very upset. Observing Sanatana secretly and seeing that he was 
so upset, Krsna revealed His real identity to him with great 
loving ecstasy. Sanatana became sprinkled with his own tears 
and with great difficulty he managed to remain calm." 
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This Govardhana Sila with Sri Krsna’s footprints on it 
remains in the Sri Radha-Damodara- Mandira in Sri Vrndavana, 
proclaiming the glories of Cakratirtha. 

Daivata-giri is said by Bhakti-Ratnakara to mean 
Govardhana Hill itself and Ratnapitha is the jeweled throne 
that Sri Radharani sat on before and while She was being 
kidnapped by Sankhaciida along with the throne, after which 
Sri Krsna killed Savikhaciida. 


ei ratna simhasana ithe bahu kathd, 
ratna simhdasane srt radhika chilo etha. 
sankhacida vadhera karana etha hoite, 
yaiche krsna vadhe ta vidita bhagavate 
(Bhakti Ratnakara). 


"There are many narrations about this Ratna-Sithhasana. Sri 
Radhika sat on Ratna-Simhhasana, and it was also the cause of 
the killing of Sankhaciida. From Srimad Bhagavata you can 
learn how Krsna killed Sankhaciida." 

Srila Raghunatha says: "I praise all these holy places around 
Govardhana Hill!" 


govardhana cari dhare, _ sei saba sarovare, 
stri-kunda kadamba-khanda adi 
apsara rudra gauri, mdalyahara vibudhari, 
jyotsna-moksana indra-dhwaja vedi. 
yei cakra-tirtha, Sri daivata parbata, 

ratna-pithadi yoto sobhe 

nitya mui stava kori, sei lila manohart 
darsana koribo ei lobhe 


"Eager to see the enchanting pastimes that take place there, 
I eternally praise all the beautiful lakes and other holy places 
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that exist all around Govardhana Hill, such as Siri-kunda, 
Kadamba-khanda, Apsara-kunda, Rudra-kunda, Gauri-tirtha, 
Malyahara-kunda, Vibudhari-kunda, Jyotsna-moksana-kunda, 
Indra-dhvaja Vedi, Cakra-tirtha, Sri Daivata-parvata and Ratna 
Pitha." 


VERSE 80: 


aho dola-krida-rasa-vara-bharotphulla-vadanau 
muhuh sri-gandharva-giri-vara-dharua tau prati madhu 

sakhi-vrndarh yatra prakatita-mud Andolayati tat 
prasiddham govinda-sthalam idam udaram bata bhaje 


aho - O!; dola - see-saw; krida - the pastime; rasa - flavour; vara - 
the greatest; bhara - filled; utphulla - blooming; vadanau - the faces; 
muhuh - repeatedly; sri gandharva - $11 Radha: girivaradharau - 
Krsna; tau - them both; prati - every; madhu - spring; sakhi-vurndan - 
girlfriends; yatra - where; prakatita - manifest; muda - happily; 
andolayati - swings; tat - that; prasiddham - famous; govinda-sthalam 
- Govinda Sthala; idam - this; uda@ram - blessed; bata - alas!; bhaje - I 
worship. 


I worship the great and famous Govinda-Sthala, where 
Sri-Sri_ Gandharva-Girivaradhari and Their girlfriends 
are most blissfully swinging again and again each spring, 
Their faces blossoming of happiness when They taste the 
flavours of this swinging pastime. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises S11 Govinda-Sthaly, the most elevated place 


of Sri Vidavana. 
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Yamuna flows north of Govinda-Sthali, and east and west of 
it are two other streams, which are like arms embracing this 
place, which gradually elevates like the back of a turtle. 

In the middle is Sri Radha-Krsna’s great jeweled Yogapitha- 
mandira, which is surrounded by a Kalpavrksa-tree in each of 
its four corners. Inside this, there are kwfijas with platforms in 
each of the four corners. 

In the north is Svetambuja-Kuiija, where Sri Radha-Krsna 
play dice. In the east is Nilambuja-Kuiija, where They are 
dressed and ornamented. In the south is Arunambuja-Kuiija, 
where They dine and in the west is Hemambuja Kufija, where 
They lay down to rest. 

In the north-east is a Madhavi-pavillion. In the south-east is 
a Malati-pavillion, in the south-west is a pavillion of fresh 
jasmines, and in the north west is a pavillion of golden Yuthi- 
flowers. 

Outside of that are the kufijas of the eight sakhis in a circle, 
and outside of that, in concentric circles, the kufijas of sixteen, 
thirty-two, sixty-four and many thousands of other sakhis. 
Outside of that are again a golden place (hemasthalt), a banana- 
grove, a flower garden, orchards, six seasonal forests, betel- 
groves and coconut-groves in gradual rows. Outside of that, the 
aforementioned Yamuna-currents complete this beautiful and 
enchanting Govinda-sthala. 

Each spring Sri Radha and Madhava enjoy swinging here. 
The sakhis then sing of the sweetness of the Divine Pair, 
worship the lotus-like faces of the Rasika-Mithuna in @ratrika 
with flowers and lift Them on Their jeweled swing. 

They straighten out Their necklaces and Krsna’s turban, 
which may become dishevelled while They mount the swing 
and then serve Them betel leaves, garlands and sandalwood 


pulp. 
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Two prana-sakhis tuck the edges of their sddis away with 
their sashes of bells, bend over slightly, catch the swing and 
begin to rock it, while Radha and Krsna embrace Each other. 

Sri Krsna places His arm, which is so long that it reaches 
down to His knees, over Srimati’s left shoulder up to Her left 
breast, while Srimati holds on to Syama’s waist with Her right 
arm. 

Both the lovers are blossoming with rasa beholding the 
sweetness of Each other's faces, while the sakhis most blissfully 
swing the Divine Pair back and forth. 


jhulata syama, — gori bama, 
ananda range matiya 
isata hasita rabhasa keli, jhulayata saba sakhini meli, 
gaota koto bhatiya 


"Syama swings Gori (Radha) on His left, maddened by 
ecstatic love. They play with slight smiles and all the sakhis join 
in the pushing of the swing, singing so wonderfully." 


hema mani-yuta vara hi dora, racita kusuma gandhe bhora, 
padato bhramara pantiya 
navina lataya jadita dala, vrnda-vipina sobhita bhalo 
canda ujora ratiya 


"The rope of the swing is made of gold and jewels and strings 
of bumblebees land on the flowers, which adorn these ropes, 
overwhelmed by their fragrance. The tree branch (that 
supports the swing) is entwined by fresh vines that make 
Vrndavana so beautiful in the moonlit night. 
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nava ghana tanu dolaye syama, rai sange jhulata vama, 
tadita jadita kantiya 
tara-mani candrahara, _jhulita dolita gale donhara 
hilana dunhuka gatiya 


Syama, Who shines like a fresh monsoon cloud, swings with 
Rai, Who embraces Him with Her lightning-like luster, on His 
left. Necklaces that shine like the moon and the stars oscillate 
around Their necks while They lean against Each other." 


dhidhikata dhiya tathaiya bola, baje mrdanga mohana rola, 
tinind tinind ta tiya 
bheda pavana grama piira, ghora sabada jila siira, 
varana nahiko yatiya 


"The Mrdangas play ‘dhidhikata dhiya tathaiyad - tininad 
tinind ta tiy@ in an enchanting way, the loud sounds of the 
songs and the musical instruments pierce the atmosphere in an 
indescribably sweet way." 


mani abharana kinkini banka, —_jhulane bajaye jhunura jhanka, 
jhana jhana jhantiya 

radha mohana carane asa, kevala bharasé uddhavwa dasa, 
racita pttrita chatiya 


"Their jewelled anklebells chime ‘runu jhunw’ along with the 
swinging. Uddhava Dasa, his heart filled with the sole desire for 
attaining the lotus feet of Radha Mohana (Krsna, the enchanter 
of Radha), writes this song." 

Just for fun, Sri Krsna increases the speed of the swing, 
making Sri Radha afraid that She will fall. The sakhis forbid 
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Krsna to swing so fast, but Krsna does not listen and increases 
the speed of the swing even more. 

This causes $17 Radha’s braid to loosen, Her veil to fall off 
and Her clothes and ornaments to become dishevelled. Seeing 
the sweetness of Srimati’s form at that time, Krsna begins to 
swing even harder, making the terrified Sri Radha embrace Sri 
Krsna around the neck with Her vine-like arms. 

Krsna then lets go of the swing’s ropes and holds Srimatt to 
His chest with both hands, while pushing the swing on with His 
feet. 

In this way, it looks as if the Sri-Marti-Yugala has become 
One in a beautiful way as They are bound by the ropes of Their 
mutual embrace. Thus They look as incomparibly lovely and 
beautiful as a blooming Campaka-flower and a blooming 
Indivara-flower, tightly united on one stem and oscillating in 
the southern breezes. The sakhis are immersed in an ocean of 
transcendental bliss when they behold these sweet pastimes of 
the Sri-Yugala. 

After the swinging pastime, the sakhis take the Divine Pair 
off the swing and serve Them by straightening out Their dresses 
and ornaments and by feeding Them a meal of fruits and roots. 

In this way, Sripada Raghunatha reveals his aspiration to 
worship Govinda-Sthali, which is so famous and _ glorious 
because of the wonderful swinging-pastime that takes place 
there. 


dola-krida rasabhare, ratana hindola pare, 
radha sane sri radha-ramana 
utphulla vadana sobha, darasana manalobha, 
matiyache yoto sakhigana 
samaya vasanta kale, saba sakhigana mile, 
andolita koriche hindola 
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sukhamaya sei sthane, —_ bhaji nitya suddha mane, 
suprasiddha se govinda sthala 


"With a pure mind I always worship the blissful and famous 
place called Govinda-Sthala, where Radha and Sri Radha- 
Ramana sit on a jeweled swing with beautiful blossoming faces, 
which are so enchanting and intoxicating for the minds of the 
sakhis, who meet here in the spring to push this swing." 


VERSE 81: 


priya priya-prana-vayasya-varge 
dhrtaparadharh kila kaliyarh tam 
yatrardayat pada-talena nrtyan 
harir bhaje tarn kila kaliyarn hradam 


priyat - than dear; priya - dear; prana-vayasya - heart's friend; 
varge - in the party; dhrta - held; aparadham - offence; kila - certainly; 
kaliyam - Kaliya; tam - him; yatra - where; ardayat - hurt; pada-talena 
- with the footsoles; nrtyan - danced; harih - Hari; bhaje - I worship; 
tam - Him; kila - certainly; kaliyam hradam - Kaliya’s lake. 


I worship Kaliya-Hrada (Kaliya’s lake), where Sri 
Krsna punished Kaliya by dancing on him with His foot 
soles, thus kicking him for committing an offence to His 
friends, who are dearer to Him than life. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Kaliya-hrada. 
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When Sti Krsna’s heart’s friends drank the poisoned water of 
the Kaliya Hrada, they all left their bodies and lay dead on the 
bank of the lake. Sri Krsna then revived them by casting His 
nectarean glance on them. Therefore it is said: "Kaliya 
committed an offence to Sri Krsna’s heart’s friends". 

This is described in Srimad Bhagavata as follows: 


atha gavas ca gopas ca nidaghatapa piditah; 
dustam jalam papus tasyds trsarta visa disitam 
visambhas tad upasprsya daivopahata cetasah; 
nipetur vyasavah sarve salilante kurtidvaha 
viksa tan vai tathabhitan krsno yogesvaresvarah; 
iksayamrta varsinyd svanathan samajivayat 


(Bhagavata 10.15.49-51) 


Sri Suka Muni told Maharaja Pariksita: "O King! Being 
thirsty and afflicted by the summer heat, the cows and cowherd 
boys came to drink the water of the Yamuna, which was 
polluted by the poison of the Kaliya-snake. 

Unfortunately the cows and cowherd boys left their bodies 
and lay dead on the bank of the Yamuna. Seeing them in this 
condition, Krsna, the king of the kings of yoga, revived them 
with His nectarean glance." 

Seeing His heart’s friends and His cows in this condition and 
considering this poisoned water to be a threat to them, Krsna 
jumped from a high Kadamba-tree on the bank of the Kaliya- 
hrada right into the coils of the angry Kaliya and remained there 
without moving for some time. 

When He saw that His friends, cows, mother, father and all 
the Vrajavasis were almost fainting of misery and anxiety over 
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His safety, Krsna came out of the grip of Kaliya’s coils, climbed 
on his hoods and began to kick him by dancing on them. 
This is described in Srimad Bhagavata (10.16.26-30) as 


follows: 


evam paribhrama hetaujasam unnatamsam 
adnamya tat prthu-sirah svadhiridha adyah; 
tan mirdhna ratna nikara sparsati tamra 
padambujo’khila kaladi gurur nanarta 
tam nartum udyatam aveksya tada tadiya 
gandharva siddha sura carana deva vadhvah; 
pritya mrdanga panavanaka vadya gita 
puspopahara nutibhih sahasopaseduh 
yad yac chiro na namateiga Sataika sirsnas 
tan mamarda khara danda-dharo’ighri-patath; 
ksinayuso bhramata ulbanamasyato’sri: 
nasto vaman parama kasmalam apa nagah 
tasyaksibhir garalam udvamatah sirahsu 
yad yat samunnati nihsvasato rusoccaih; 
nrtyan padanunamayan damayamvabhiiva 
puspaih prapiijita iveha puman puranah 
tac citra tandava virugna phanda sahasro 
raktam mukhair uru vaman nrpa bhagna-gatrah; 
smrtvd cardcara gurum purusam puradnam 
nadrayanam tamaranam manasa jagama 


"When Kaliya had become exhausted from whirling around 
Sri Krsna for so long, Krsna pulled down his raised hood with 
His left hand and mounted his big head. Thus Sri Krsna, the 
master of all arts like singing and dancing, began to dance on 
Kaliya’s head, whose jewels illuminated His reddish foot soles. 

Seeing this, the Lord’s associates like Garuda and 
Visvaksena, as well as the Gandharvas, Siddhas, Caranas, gods 


~ 871 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


and goddesses began to sing, play drums like the Mrdanga and 
Panava, shower flowers and offer praises. 

Whatever head of whirling hundred-hooded Kaliya, who was 
almost dead, was not yet lowered, was kicked down by the 
dancing feet of Sri Krsna, the punisher of the wicked. 

This caused blood to stream from Kaliya’s mouths and 
nostrils, gave him great pain and put him into complete 
bewilderment. Then Kaliya became unsteady of anger, 
breathed out deeply and issued streams of poison from his eyes. 
It was as if S17 Krsna, the Original Lord, was working for the 
benefit of the demigods, being pleased with the flowers they 
showered upon Him, by kicking down with His feet any of 
Kaliya’s hoods that had not yet been lowered, on the pretext of 
dancing. 

O King! Through this wonderful Tandava-dance of Sri Krsna, 
the thousand hoods of Kaliya, which served as an umbrella, 
were broken and each of his limbs were crushed while blood 
forcefully rushed from his mouths. 

Then Kaliya remembered that the person who danced on his 
head was the ruler of all the worlds and the Original Person, 
and so he took shelter of His lotus feet." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship Kaliya-hrada, the place 
where Kaliya was defeated by Sri Krsna, for the fulfillment of 
all my desires and for the destruction of all (my) mischief." 

In his Stavamala Srila Ripa Gosvamipada used the pastime 
of the subjugation of Kaliya to praise Sri Krsna. 

In the end he wrote: 


kamam damodara mama manah pannagah pina-bhogo 
dustasirbhih kutila balanaih ksobhayatyesa lokam 
tad viklantas tvam udita pada dvandva pankeruhankam 
kurvan darvikara-damana he tandavair dandayamiim 


es ee 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


"O Damodara! In Your pastime of defeating Kaliya, the 
Kaliya-snake has been justly subdued, that is for sure, but I do 
not think that this constitutes the end of Your pastimes of 
defeating snakes! The great serpent of my mind that is dwelling 
in the broad lake of my heart is even more poisonous and 
frightening than Kaliya and is crawling around everywhere, 
extending its hundreds of thousands of desires, which are like 
its hoods. 

These hundreds of hoods of my sensual desires are not in any 
way less powerful, expansive and thick than this Kaliya-snake. 
Just as Kaliya did so much harm with his poisoned fangs and his 
naturally crooked gait, similarly my big snake-like mind has 
poisonous fangs in the form of its various desires for material 
enjoyment and a crooked gait in the form of thoughts about 
harming others, and is thus always engaged in causing mischief 
to others. Therefore, O most powerful Lord! Just as You have 
subdued the Kaliya-snake and have broken His 100 hoods by 
performing wonderful dances on them, You should also break 
the hundreds of thousands of hoods of material desires of the 
great snake of My mind and bless it forever by printing the 
marks of Your footprints on its head!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: 


priyatama premaspada, pranadhika sakhd yoto, 
taha prati aparadha hetu. 
krsna yetha nrtya kori, —_ kdliyera siropari, 
vimardita koilo dharma setu. 


sei to kaliya hrada, sarva kale sukhaprada, 
jala yara amrta samana. 
krsne setha gocarane, nitya pabo darasane 


bhaji nitya kori snana pana 
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"By bathing there and drinking its waters, I always worship 
Kaliya-hrada, where Krsna, the upholder of religious principles, 
danced on the heads of the Kaliya-serpent to punish him for 
committing an offence to His friends, who are dearer to Him 
than life, and thus subdued him. 

May I always behold this ever-blissful Kaliya-lake, whose 
water is like nectar and where Krsna engages in herding His 
cows." 


VERSE 82: 


suryair dvadasabhih param muraripuh sitarta ugratapair 
bhakti-prema-bharair udara-caritah sriman muda sevitah 
yatra stri-purusaih kvanat-pasu-kulair Avestito rajate 
snehair dvadasa-siirya-nama tad idarh tirthath sada samnsraye 


stiryaih - by the suns; dvddasabhih - by the twelve; param - 
greatest; muraripuh - Krsna; sita - cold; arta - afflicted; ugratapaih - 
by the severe heat; bhakti - devotion; prema - love; bharaih - filled 
with; udara - generous; caritah - character; sriman - beautiful; muda 
- jubilantly; sevitah - served; yatra - where; strt - women; purusaih - 
and by men; kvanat - resounding; pasu-kulaih - by the animals; 
avestitah - surrounded; rajate - shines; snehaih - with affection; 
dvadasa - twelve; stirya - suns; nama - named; tad - that; idam - thus; 
tirtham - holy waters; sada - always; sarisraye - I take shelter. 


I always take shelter of Dvadasaditya-Tirtha, where Sri 
Krsna was blissfully, devotedly and lovingly warmed by 
the severe rays of the twelve suns after He became 


afflicted by cold (from entering the Kaliya-lake) and 
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where He shines, affectionately surrounded by men, 
women and bellowing cows. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the Dvadaga-Aditya Tirtha. 

When Sri Krsna came out of the Kaliya-lake after having 
swum there for a long time, He felt very cold and began to 
shiver. He is uddra carita, which means that He is always 
engaged in human-like pastimes. 

While subduing the Kaliya-snake Krsna certainly displayed 
great prowess in front of the Vrajavasis, but this prowess 
appeared as very sweet and relishable to them. This is the 
nature of the sweet conception. 

Srila Visvanatha Cakravartipada writes in his Raga Vartma 
Candrika (2.5): 
isvaro' yam ity anusandhdne’pi hrt kampa janaka sambhrama 
gandhasydnudgamat sviya bhdvasyati sthairyam eva yad 
utpddayati tan madhurya jnanam 

"When one understands that ‘He is the Lord’, but still does 
not awaken feelings of heart-trembling reverence, rather one is 
fixed in a friendly mood towards the Lord, thinking: “He is my 
son, He is my friend, He is my lover!’, then it is called 
mddhurya-jnana (a sweet conception)." 

In the material world it is also seen that when a mother’s son 
becomes the President it does not weaken the mother’s 
conception of him as a son, rather it strengthens her maternal 
love. 
yatha prakrtyd api matuh putrasya prthvisvaratve sati tat 
putra bhavah sphita evabhavati (Ibid). 

The Lord assumes a mood according to the way in which the 
devotee loves Him, and hence He reveals His sweet pastimes 
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according to the sweet conception, the Vraja-devotees have of 
Him. 

yatha pitand prana hdaritve’pi stana-ctisana laksana nara 
bala lilatoam eva. maha kathora sakata  sphotane’pyati 
sukumdra_ carana_ traimdsikyottana sdyi bala lilatvam. 
mahddirgha damasakya bandhatve’pi matr bhiti vaiklavyam. 
brahma_ baladevadi mohane’pi. sarvajiiatve’pi vatsa cdrana 
lilatvam (Raga Vartma Candrika 3) 

"Even while killing a powerful witch like Pitana, Krsna acted 
just like a human child by sucking a woman’s breast. His act of 
kicking over a huge and very hard cart and thus destroying it, 
was accomplished with the tender feet of a three month old 
baby who was lying down, and even though, during the Dama- 
bandhana-lila, Mother Yasoda could find no means to bind Him 
up because even the longest rope was always two fingers too 
short, still Sri Krsna was afraid of His mother. 

Although He bewildered Lord Brahma and Baladeva (during 
the Brahma-vimohana Iila) and showed His omniscience, He 
manifested His sweet pastimes of herding the calves at the 
same time." 

Similarly, during the Kaliya-damana-lila, Krsna’s tender form 
engaged in a sweet dance while smashing the 100 hoods of the 
greatly poisonous snake Kaliya. 

When Krsna came out of the Kaliya-lake after defeating the 
Kaliya-snake His whole body shivered of cold from being inside 
the water for so long. At that time the twelve suns rose near the 
Kaliya-lake with great loving devotion and most blissfully began 
to protect Sri Krsna from the cold with their hot rays. 

Hence this place is called Dvadasaditya-Tirtha. 

In the Adi Varaha Purana it is written: 
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surya-tirthe narah snato drstadityan vasundhare 

aditya bhuvanam prapya krta-krtyah sa modate 

aditye’hani samkrantav-asmin tirthe vasundhare 
manasabhipsitam kaman prapnuvanti na samsayah 


"O Vasundhare! A person who bathes in Siirya-Tirtha and 
sees Aditya there attains the sun and will be blessed with the 
topmost bliss. A person who bathes here on Sundays and on 
Sankranti-days will be blessed with the fulfillment of all his 
desires. Of this there is no doubt." 

In the Stirya-Purana it is seen: 

dvddasaditya tirthakhyam tirthan tad anupdvanam tasya 
darsana matrena nrnaém angho vinasyati. 

"This Dvadasaditya-Tirtha is most pure. Anyone who sees it 
is freed from all sins." 

When Sri Krsna accepted the service of the twelve suns, His 
mother, father and all other Vrajavasis surrounded Him, 
making a lot of noise, while at the same time the cows filled the 
air with their bellowing. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I always seek the shelter of this 
Dvadasa-Aditya-Tirtha." 


udara caritra yara, muraripu khyati tara, 
paramesvara boli gaya yare 
naralila anuripe, Site tara anga karipe 
lila bhangi ati camatkare 


"Muraripu, Who is glorified as being the Supreme Lord, 
actually performs very sweet pastimes. According to these most 
astonishing human-like pastimes, His whole body shivered 
because of the cold." 
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yathd stri purusa-gane, sabdayamdana pasugane, 
vestanete adchena govinda 
dvadasa siirya atapere, _ sevd kore sri angete, 
prema bhare pulakita anga 


"Here Govinda shines, surrounded by women, men and 
bellowing cows, while the twelve suns serve His divine body 
with their heat, their bodies horripilating of ecstatic love." 


yara dvadasaditya nama, —mahda-tirtha sei dhama, 
mui tara darasana lobhe. 
sarvada asraya kori, nitya yeno tare smari, 
padankita bhiimi anurage 


"I take shelter of the great holy place named Dvadasaditya- 
Tirtha, where this pastime takes place and where the soil is 
marked by Krsna’s footprints. May I always remember this 
place, that I desire to see so much!" 


VERSE 83: 


atyantatapa-sevanena paritah samjata-gharmotkarair 
govindasya Sarirato nipatitair yat tirtham uccair abhit | 
tat-tat-komala-sandra-sundaratara-srimat-sad-angocchalad- 
gandhair hari-suvari-sudyuti bhaje praskandanar vandanaih | 


atyanta - greatly; dtapa - heat; sevanena - by service; paritah - all 
around; sanyjdta - generated; gharmotkaraih - by sweatdrops; 
govindasya - of Govinda; sariratah - from the body; nipatitaih - by 
falling; yat - which; tirtham - holy waters; uccaih - greatly; abhit - 
became; tat-tat - those; komala - tender; sandra - deeply; sundaratara 
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- more beautiful; srimat - opulent; sad - real; ariga - body; ucchalad - 
arising; gandhaih - by scents; hari - enchanting; suvdri - good water; 
sudyuti - good effulgence; bhaje - I worship; praskandanam - 
Praskandana; vandanaih - by praises. 


I worship and praise the most brilliant Praskandana- 
Tirtha, the great holy water that became manifest from 
the sweat drops that trickled from Govinda’s body as He 
was being served from all directions by the intense heat 
offered by the twelve suns, and which is filled with 
spotless water that is greatly scented and made lovely by 
the perfumes that came from Govinda’s tender and 
extremely beautiful auspicious limbs. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Praskandana- 
Tirtha, which lies very close to Dvadasaditya Tirtha, is being 
praised. 

Along with removing the poison from the Kaliya-lake during 
His pastime of subduing the Kaliya-snake, Lila Purusottama 
(the Most Playful Personality) Sri Krsna, the Original 
Personality of Godhead, also revealed two enchanting lakes 
nearby. sarva tirtha govinda carana (Prema Bhakti Candrika) 

All holy places appear in connection with Sri Govinda’s lotus 
feet or with His pastimes. The water of these holy places 
destroys all sins and afflictions of those who bathe there and at 
the same time the remembrance of the divine pastimes that 
took place there destroys the seeds of all the material desires, 
which have been within the heart since time immemoral and 
awakens the experience of the sweetness of these pastimes. 

When Sri Govinda, Who is always engaged in sweet, human- 
like pastimes, came out of the water of the Kaliya-hrada, He 
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shivered because of the cold, and to remove that cold the twelve 
Adityas (suns) became manifest. 

After the hot rays of the twelve suns removed the cold from 
Govinda’s very tender and beautiful limbs, sweat drops began 
to appear on it. It was as if countless pearl drops trickled from 
a sapphire doll. These many sweat drops trickling from all of 
Krsna’s limbs formed a great stream that merged with the 
Yamuna and became known as Praskandana-Tirtha. 

In Sri Bhakti Ratnakara it is written: 


ahe Srinivasa! sttrya-ganera tapete; 
dire gelo sita, gharma hoilo dehete 
sei gharma jala stirya kanyaya mililo; 
ei hetu praskandana nama tirtha hoilo 
dekho praskandana ksetra snane papa yaya; 
prana tyaga hoilei visnuloka paya 


"Ahe Srinivasa! Because of the heat of the sun, the cold went 
away and sweat appeared on Krsna’s body. This sweat again met 
with the daughter of the Sun (Yamuna), and hence this place is 
called Praskandana-Tirtha. See, by bathing in Praskandana- 
Ksetra, all sins are destroyed and one who leaves his body here 
attains Visnuloka." 

In the Adi-Varaha Purana, Sri Varaha-deva tells Dharani 
(earth): 


punar anyat pravaksyami tac chrnu tvani vasundhare 
ksetram praskandanam nama sarva papa haram subham 
tasmin sndtas tu manujah sarva papaih pramucyate 
athatra hi mutican pranan mama lokam sa gacchati 
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"O Vasundhare! I will tell you about another holy place, 
listen! There is an auspicious place named Praskandana, which 
destroys all sins. A person who bathes there is freed from all 
sins and a person who leaves the body there will certainly attain 
My abode!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "The water of Praskandana-Tirtha 
has become very clear and fragrant due to being filled with 
perfumes from Sri Krsna’s most fragrant and auspicious limbs. 
A fragrance of lotus mixed with camphor emanates from the 
eight lotus flowers of Sri Krsna’s body — 

His two eyes, two hands, two feet, His navel and His face. 
kuranga mada jid vapuh parimalormi krstaiganah svakanga 
nalinastake sasi-yutabja gandha-prathah (Govinda Lilamrtam) 

"He who attracts the Vraja-gopis with the waves of His bodily 
fragrance, which defeats that of musk, extends a fragrance of 
lotus mixed with camphor with the eight lotus flowers of His 
body." 

During His Gambbhira-pastimes, Sriman Mahaprabhu, 
Whose heart was filled with the love of Sri Radha, spoke the 
following ecstatic words while revealing the sweetness of Sri 
Krsna’s bodily fragrance: 


kasturi lipta nilotpala, tara yei parimala, 
taha jini krsna anga gandha 
vyape caudde bhuvane, kore sarva akarsane, 
nariganera ankhi kore andha 


"The fragrance of Krsna’s body defeats that of a blue lotus 
flower anointed with musk. This fragrance pervades all the 
fourteen worlds and attracts everyone, blinding the eyes of the 


girls!" 
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sakhi he! krsna gandha jagat matay 
narira ndsdya poise, sarva kala taha boise, 
krsna pase dhari loiya yay 


"O sakhi! Krsna’s fragrance maddens the world! It enters the 
womens nostrils and always remains sitting there, holding them 
and taking them to Krsna!" 


netra nabhi vadana, kara yuga carana, 
ei asta-padma krsna ange 
karpira lipta kamala, _ tara yaiche parimala, 
sei gandha asta padma sange 


(Caitanya Caritamrta) 


"There are eight lotus flowers on Krsna’s body - His eyes, His 
navel, His face, His hands and His feet - and these eight lotus 
flowers smell of lotus anointed with camphor." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this most brilliant 
Praskandana-Tirtha by praising it." 


ugratapa sevanete, Sri govinda anga hoite, 
sanjata ye gharma bindu caya. 
tahe tirtha avirbhita, anga gandhe surabhita, 


manohara dyuti salt hoy. 


"The severe heat, caused by the service of the twelve suns, 
caused many swea tdrops to appear on Sri Govinda’s body and 
that perspiration created an enchanting and effulgent holy 
pond,which was scented with that bodily fragrance." 


pavitra tahara jala, sada kore talamala, 
praskandana tirtha yara nama 
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asraya vandana kori, tara tate vasa kori, 
purna hobe mora manaskama 


"This sacred water always trembles and is known as 
Praskandana-Tirtha. I take shelter of this place, praise it and 
live on its bank, so that all my desires will be fulfilled." 


VERSE 8&4: 


katyayany-atularcanartham amale krsna-jale majjatah 
kanyanam prakarasya cira-nikaram sarmraksitarh tiratah 
hrtvaruhya kadambam ujjvala-parthasena tarh lajjayan 
smeratns tarn pradadau subhangi-murajit tarn cira-ghattam sraye 


katyayanit - Katyayani-devi; atula - peerless; arcana - worship; 
artham - for the sake of; amale - spotless; krsnd - Yamuna; jale - in the 
water; majjatah - immersed; kanyanam - of the virgins; prakarasya - 
of the group; cira - clothes; nikaram - multitude; samraksitam - 
keeping; tiratah - from the bank; hrtva - having taken away; a@ruhya - 
climbing; kadambam - Kadamba-tree; ujjvala - erotic; parthasena - by 
joking; tam - him; lajjayan - embarrassing; smeram - smiling; tam - 
him; pradadau - gave; subhaiigi - nice gestures; murajit - Krsna; tam 
- him; ctra-ghattam - Cira-ghata; graye - I take shelter. 


I take shelter of Cira-Ghata, where the unmarried 
gopis worshipped Katyayani-devi in an incomparable 
way by plunging into the spotless Yamuna-water, 
keeping their clothes on the shore, and where Krsna 
later embarrassed them by stealing their clothes, 
climbing into a Kadamba-tree and making erotic jokes 
about them before returning the clothes. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Cira Ghata, the place where Sri Krsna 
made wonderful rasika jokes with the maidens of Vraja who 
were engaged in the worship of the goddess Katyayani. 

In the 22nd chapter of the 10th Canto of Srimad Bhagavata, 
Sri Suka Muni described how the Vraja-kumaris engaged in the 
service of Katyayani-devi and how their garments were stolen. 
Amongst it is a wonderful description of their peerless worship 
of Katyayani: 


hemante prathame masi nanda vraja kumarika; 
cerur havisyam bhunjana katyayanyarcana vratam 
aplutyambhasi kalindya jalante codite’rune; 
krtva pratikrtim devim anarcur nrpa saikatim 
gandhair malyaih surabhibhir balibhir dhiipadipakaih; 
uccavacais capaharath prabala phala tandulaih 
katyayani mahamaye maha-yoginyadhisvari; 
nanda gopa sutam devi patim me kurute namah 
iti mantram japantyas tah pijan cakruh kumarikah 


(Bhagavata 10.22.1-4) 


Sri Suka Muni said: "In the first month of the Hemanta 
season’, the gopis from Nanda’s Vraja began to worship 
Katyayani-devi (Parvati-devi) by eating Havisya (unspiced and 
unsalted grains). O King! Every morning at sunrise they went 
to bathe in the Yamuna and worshipped a sand deity of 
Katyayani on the shore near the water with offerings of fragrant 


47 The Hemanta Season lasts from mid-November until mid-January. 
The first month, Margasirsa, lasts from mid-November until mid- 
December. Ed. 
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perfumes, garlands, garments, ornaments, incense, lamps, fresh 
leaves, fruits and raw rice, praying to her: 

‘O Goddess Kaityayani! O Mahamaya! O inconceivable one! 
O supreme goddess! O expert player! Make the son of the 
cowherd king Nanda my husband! We offer our obeisances 
unto you!’ Repeating this mantra, the Vraja-kumaris 
worshipped Katyayani-devi." 

In this way they continued their worship for one month with 
great steadfastness and on the final day of this month of vows, 
their most coveted Sri Krsna fulfilled their desires by stealing 
their clothes and making rasika jokes about them, all in 
accordance with their feelings for Him. 


usasyutthaya gotraih svair anyonyabaddha bahavah; 
krsnam uccair jagur yantyah kalindyam snatum anvaham 
nadyam kadacid agatya tire nihksipya pirvavat; 
vasamsi krsnam gayantyo vijahruh salile muda 
bhagavam stad abhipretya krsno yogesvaresvarah; 
vayasyaivavrtas tatra gatas tat karma siddhaye 
tasam vasamsyupadaya nipam aruhya satvarah; 
hasadbhih prahasan balaih parihasam uvaca ha 
atragatyabalah kamam svam svam vasah pragrhyatam; 
satyam bruvani no narma yad yiyam vrata-karsitah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.22.6-10) 


"Every morning the maidens of Vraja would rise before 
dawn, call each other and then walk hand-in-hand to the 
Yamuna to bathe, loudly singing Krsna’s glories. On the final 
day they came to the bank of the Yamuna like every other day, 
placed their garments there and began to play in the Yamuna- 
water, most blissfully singing Krsna’s glories. 
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Krsna, Who is the Lord of the kings of Yoga, knew what they 
were doing and came to the bank of the Yamuna with His 
friends to grant them the fruits of their penances. 

Very quickly Sri Krsna stole their clothes from the shore, 
climbed into a Kadamba-tree and began to make different jokes 
about them with His laughing friends. 

When the cowherd maidens noticed this, He told them: "O 
cowherd maidens! Come to the Kadamba-tree if you like, find 
your own clothes and take them back from Me. You are all 
ascetic girls, so I am not kidding with you. I’m speaking the 
truth!" 

Seeing Sri Krsna and hearing the joking words the thief of 
their clothes spoke according to their feelings, the maidens of 
Vraja floated in oceans of transcendental bliss, but out of 
embarrassment, they could not immediately come out of the 
Yamuna-water. With His erotic jokes, Krsna brought them to 
the base of the Kadamba-tree and embarrassed them even 
further before returning them their clothes and fulfilling their 
desires by accepting them as His sweethearts. 

The place where Sri Krsna stole the clothes of the cowherd 
maidens is known as Cira-Ghata. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I take shelter of this Cira Ghata." 


katyayani vrata kore, krsna ke pavara tare, 
jala magna gopa kanya gana 
rakhilo vasana nikara, —_ krsna sabd agocara, 
tira hoite korilo harana 
kadamba tarute bose, samujjvala parihase, 
lajjita korilo kanyagane. 
punaraya sahasyete, vastra dana kore ydte, 
asraya kori ctra ghata name 
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"I take shelter of Cira-Ghata, where the cowherd maidens 
plunged into the Yamuna, performing a vow to please 
Katyayani-devi to get Krsna for a husband. The place where 
Krsna stole their clothes from the shore, where they had kept 
them, without being noticed and where He sat in a Kadamba- 
tree, embarrassing them all by making erotic jokes, and where 
He finally returned them their clothes with a smile on His face." 


VERSE 85: 


hesabhir jagati-trayam mada-bharair utkampayantam paraih 

phullan-netra-vighirnanena paritah pirnam dahantarh jagat 
tarn tavat trnavad vidirya bakabhid-vidvesinar kesinar 
yatra ksalitavan karau sa-rudhirau tat kesi-tirtharn bhaje 


hesabhih - with whinnying; jagati - the world; trayam - three; 
mada-bharaih - madly; utkampayantam - causing to tremble; paraih 
- greatly; phullan - wide open; netra - eyes; vightirnanena - by rolling; 
paritah - everywhere; piirnam - full; dahantam - burning; jagat - the 
world; tam - him; tavat - that far; trnavat - like a blade of grass; vidirya 
- splitting; bakabhit - Krsna; vidvesinam - of the hater; kesinam - of 
Kesi; yatra - where; ksdlitavan - washed; karau - the hands; 
sarudhirau - with blood; tat - that; kest-tirtham - Kesi Ghata; bhaje - 
I worship. 


I worship Kesi-Ghata, where Krsna washed the blood 
from His hands after He tore apart the great horse- 
demon Kesi, whose mad whinnying caused the three 
worlds to tremble and whose wide open, rolling eyes 
burned the whole universe, just like a blade of grass. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Kest-tirtha. 

After Karnsa had sent so many powerful demons to Vraja to 
help him to harm Sri Krsna, and Sri Krsna had so easily and 
playfully killed all these demons, Karhsa finally sent the 
powerful Kesi-demon to Vraja. 

On Karhsa’s order, this Kesi-demon assumed the form of a 
horse through his illusory potency and swiftly arrived in Vraja. 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is written how the Kesi-demon, with 
his terrible appearance, was playfully and casually killed by Sri 
Krsna- 

kesi tu kamsa prahitah khurair mahim 
mahda-hayo nirjarayan manojavah; 
satavadhitabhra vimana sankulam 
kurvan nabho hesita bhisitakhilah 
visala netro vikatasya kotaro 
brhad galo nila mahambudopamah; 
durasayah kamsa hitarn cikirsur 
vrajam sa nandasya jagama kampayan 
tam trasayantam bhagavan sva gokulam 
taddhesitair bala vicirnitambudam; 
atmanamdjau mrgayantam agranir 
upahvayat sa vyanadat mrgendravat 
sa tam nisamyabhimukho mukhena khan 
pibann ivabhya dravatyamarsanah; 
jaghana padbhyam aravinda locanan 
durasadas candajavo duratyayah 
tad vaticayitvd tam adhoksajo rusa 
pragrhya dorbhyam parividhya padayoh 
savajnam utsrjya dhanuh satantare 
yathoragam tarksya suto vyavasthitah 
sa labdha saryjnah punar utthito rusa 
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vyddaya kest tarasapatad dharim 
so’py asya vaktre bhujam uttaram smayan 
pravesayamasa yathoragam bile 
danta nipetur bhagavad bhuja sprsam 
te kesinas tapta-maya sprso yatha 
bahus ca tad deha gato mahatmano 
yathamayah samwavrdhe hyupeksitah 
samedhamanena sa krsna bahuna 
niruddha vayus caranams ca niksipan 
prasvinna gatrah parivrtta locanah 
papata landam visrjan ksitau vyasuh 
tad dehatah karkatikaphalopamad 
vyasorapakrsya bhujam maha-bhujah 
avismito’yatnahatarikah surath 
prastina varsair nivisadbhir iditah 


(Bhagavata 10.37.1-9) 


Sri Sukadeva told Maharaja Pariksit: "O King! Sent by Karnsa 
and desiring to fulfill his wishes, the Kesi-demon went to Vraja, 
assuming the form of a gigantic horse - quick as the mind, with 
big eyes, a thick neck, a terrible cave-like mouth and 
resembling a large dark cloud - pounding and shaking the earth 
with his hooves, crowding the firmament with clouds and 
airplanes dispersed by his manes and terrifying everyone with 
his whinnying. 

Stepping in front of him, the Lord challenged the horse- 
demon, who was frightening His Gokula with its loud 
whinnying, throwing the clouds into commotion with its tail- 
hair and challenging the Lord for a duel, roaring loudly like a 
lion. 

Seeing the Lord, the Kesi-demon, who was not only hard to 
approach and who possessed terrible speed, but who was 
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formidable and invincible too, turned round and ran towards 
Him full of rage, and, drinking the heavens as it were with his 
wide open mouth, began to strike the lotus-eyed Lord with his 
hind legs. 

Dodging the stroke and seizing the horse by his hind legs, Sri 
Krsna whirled him in a rage with His arms and, flinging him 
disdainfully to a distance of a hundred bows (400 cubits), just 
as Garuda would throw a serpent, stood there just as before. 

Having recovered his senses and rising up again, Kesi rushed 
towards Sri Hari with great speed, opening his mouth in fury. 
The Lord smilingly thrust His left arm into its mouth, just as a 
snake would enter a mouse-hole to eat the mouse. 

Touching the Lord’s arm, the teeth of Kesi fell out with their 
roots as if they were struck by a redhot iron rod. Finding its way 
into the demon’s body, Sri Krsna’s arm swelled to an enormous 
degree, as if it had caught the disease of dropsy and had 
remained neglected. 

With its breath choked by the immensely swelling arm of Sri 
Krsna and its eyes rolling, and profusely sweating all over, the 
animal dropped dead on the ground, throwing up its legs and 
passing stool. 

Pulling His arm out of the dead body, which resembled a 
ripe, burst-open cucumber, the mighty-armed Lord, Who had 
killed the animal without any effort and stood unelated, was 
glorified by the most amazed demigods, who showered Him 
with flowers." 

Because Sri Krsna playfully and easily killed the powerful 
Keési-demon and washed His blood-stained hands there in the 
Yamuna-water, this place has become famous as Kesi-tirtha or 
Kesi-Ghata. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kesi-tirtha!" 
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maha ahankadra mane, ati avalila-krame, 
trijagat ye kampita kore. 
phulla netra vightirnane, —dagdha kore tribhuvane, 
kesi-daitya yeva nama dhare. 
kanisera prerita cara, asva-riipit bhayankara, 
Sri govinda trna tulya mani. 
vidarita kori ari, ye sthanete giridhari, 
dhauta kore rudhirakta pani. 
yamund pradesa sthana, _ kest-tirtha yara nama, 
bhaji ami sei kesi-ghata 
e bodo lalasa mane, tirtha kore darasane, 
yugala vilasa prema hata 


I worship Kesi-tirtha, the place on the bank of the Yamuna, 
where $17 Govinda encountered the terrible horse-demon Keéi, 
who was sent by Karisa, who easily caused the three worlds to 
tremble and burn with his rolling, wide-open eyes and who was 
easily torn to shreds by Giridhari, Who considered this enemy 
no more than a blade of grass. 


I greatly long to see this holy place, which is the marketplace 
where love for Radha and Krsna can be purchased." 


VERSE S86: 


annair yatra caturvidhaih prthu-ganaih svairarn sudha-nindibhih 
kamar rama-sametam acyutam aho snigdhair vayasyair vrtam 
sriman yajnika-vijna-sundara-vadhi-vargah svayarh yo muda 
bhaktya bhojitavan sthalarh ca tad idath tarh capi vandimahe 


annaih - with grains; yatra - where; catuh - four; vidhaih - kinds; 


prthu - great; gunaih - with qualities; svairam - automatically; sudha 
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- nectar; nindibhih - by those who defy; kamami - freely playing; rama 
- Balarama; sametam - along with; acyutam - Krsna; aho - O}; 
snigdhaih - by the affectionate; vayasyaih - by the friends; urtam - 
surrounded; sriman - the beautiful; yajika - sacrificing; vijna - expert; 
sundara - beautiful; vadhi - brides; vargah - group; svayam - 
personally; yah - who; muda - gladly; bhaktya - with devotion; 
bhojitavan - fed; sthalam - place; ca - and; tat - that; idan - this; tari 
- him; ca - and; api - even; vandamahe - praise. 


I praise the place where the learned and beautiful 
wives of the sacrificing brahmanas spontaneously, 
blissfully and with great devotion fed the freely playing 
Krsna and Balarama and Their affectionate friends four 
kinds“ of high quality food grains, which defied the taste 


of nectar. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Now Sripaida Raghunatha 
praises the place where the wives of the sacrificing brahmanas 
fed Sri Krsna and Sri Baladeva and Their friends the foodgrains 
that they had brought there. 

This most magnanimous pastime of Sri Krsna is described in 
the 23rd chapter of the 10th Canto of Srimad Bhagavata. 

Just to bestow His mercy on the highly devoted brahmana- 
wives, Sri Krsna once went to an Asoka-forest far away from 
Vrndavana to herd His cows with $17 Baladeva and His friends. 
When the cowherd boys became hungry and thirsty, He sent 
them to a group of brahmanas who were performing sacrifice 
on the outskirts of Mathura to beg for some food. 


48 carvya, cosya, lehya and peya - chewed, sucked, licked and drunk. 
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Even when the brahmanas heard that the cowherd boys 
were begging food on behalf of Sri Krsna and Baladeva, they 
refused, considering the two brothers to be mere human boys. 

Thus the cowherd boys returned very unhappily, but this 
time the merciful Sri Krsna sent them to beg food from the 
wives of these sacrificing brahmanas, who were exclusively 
devoted to His lotus feet. 

Hearing the words of Sri Krsna, the cowherd boys went to 
the highly devoted brahmana-wives and begged food from 
them, telling them that Sri Krsna and Baladeva were hungry. 
Srimad Bhagavata says: 


Srutvadcyutam upayatam nityam tad darsanotsukah; 
tat kathaksipta manaso vabhiwur jata sambhramah 
catur-vidham bahugunam annam adaya bhojanaih; 
abhisasruh priyam sarvah samudram iva nimnagah 
nisidhyamanah patibhih pitrbhir bhratr bandhubhih; 
bhagavatyuttama sloke dirgha sruta dhrtasayah 
yamunopavane’soka nava pallava mandite; 
vicarantan vrtam gopaih dadrsuh sagrajam striyah 
syamam hiranya paridhim vanamdlya barha- 
dhatu prabdla natavesam anuvratamse 
vinyasta hastam itarena dhunananabjam 
karnotpalalaka kapola mukhabja hasam 
prayah sruta priyatamodaya karnapiirair 
yasmin nimagna manasas tam athaksi-randhraih 
antah pravesya suciram parirabhya tapam 
prajnan yathabhimatayo vijahur narendra 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.23.18-23) 


"The brahmana-wives had already been attracted to topics 
concerning Sri Krsna for a while and they were very eager to 


~ 893 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


see Him. Now that they heard from the cowherd boys that Sri 
Krsna was coming, they went beside themselves of ecstasy. 

The brahmana-wives had offered their hearts to Sri Krsna 
after constantly hearing about His matchless form, attributes 
and beauty and so they ran towards their most dearly beloved 
as the rivers run towards the ocean, with plates with four kinds 
of food - that which is licked, sucked, chewed or drunk - in their 
hands, although their husbands, fathers, brothers and friends 
tried to stop them. 

They saw Krsna playing different wonderful games with Sri 
Baladeva and His cowherd boyfriends on the bank of the 
Yamuna in woods beautified by fresh Asoka-leaves. He had a 
sapphire-like blue complexion. He wore a shining yellow 
garment, a garland of forest flowers hung around His neck. He 
had a crown of peacock feathers and His dancing-dress was 
decorated with mineral pigments and fresh leaves. He held His 
left arm on the shoulder of a bystanding cowherd boy and 
twirled a lotus flower around in His right hand. His ears were 
decorated with lotus flowers, curly locks of hair were decorating 
His cheeks and His face was decorated with a sweet smile. 

The wives of the brahmanas had always decorated their 
throats (voices) with topics of the form, attributes, pastimes and 
beauty of their beloved Sri Krsna, and their hearts were always 
immersed in Him. Now that they directly saw this Sri Krsna, 
they made Him enter into their hearts through their eyes, and 
there they tightly embraced Him. 

In this way they became relieved from the affliction of 
separation from Sri Krsna in all respects, just as the conditioned 
souls, who are absorbed in conceptions of ‘T and ‘mine’ become 
relieved from all afflictions while they are in a deep sleep." 

Because the wives of the brahmanas desired the service of 
Sri Krsna, the Lord told them: "If you accept My service in this 
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brahmana-birth, then it will not be liked and appreciated by 
society. Therefore just serve Me mentally and in the next life 
you will attain Me!" 

On the order of Sri Krsna, the wives of the brahmanas 
returned to the sacrificial arena, and by the Lord’s grace, the 
brahmanas found no fault in them, but completed the sacrifice 
with them. 

Later, on the strength of their association with their wives, 
these brahmanas themselves also came to understand Sri 
Krsna’s glories, and were thus blessed. 

Meanwhile Sri Krsna, Baladeva and the cowherd boys most 
blissfully ate the four kinds of exquisite dishes that were 
faithfully offered by the brahmanas’ wives and that defied the 
taste of nectar. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I praise this place where the Lord 
ate, as well as the wives of the sacrificing brahmanas who 
offered Him that food." 


susnigdha vayasya-gane,  sange krsna balarame, 
vihariche svacchande yethaya 
ydjnika muni gane, sundari patni-gane 
bhakti bhare harsete tathaya 
carva, cosya, lehya, peya, svade sudha nindaniya 
divya anna sangete aniya. 
govinde arpana kore, ye sthane bhojana kore, 
sakha sange anande matiyd. 
se heno pavitra sthane, tatha yajnika badhi-gane, 
nitya bandi lutaiya paya. 
yanhadera asirbade, avicala bhakti labhe, 
ista prapti hoibe niscoy 
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"I always praise the place where Krsna and Balarama freely 
played with Their affectionate friends and where, in great bliss 
and with great devotion, the beautiful wives of the sacrificing 
brahmanas brought divine dishes, whose taste defy that of 
nectar and that can be chewed, sucked, licked and drunk, to 
Govinda and His friends, Who ate these dishes in great ecstasy. 
I always praise this sacred place and roll at the feet of these 
brahmana-wives, for it is certain that with their blessings one 
attains steady devotion." 


VERSE 87: 


muda gopendrasyatmaja-bhuja-parisvanga-nidhaye 
sphurad-gopi-vrndair yam iha bhagavantam pranayibhih 
bhajadbhis tair bhaktya svam abhilasitarn praptam acirad 
yami-tire gopisvaram anudinam tam kila bhaje 


muda - joyfully; gopendrasya - of the king of cowherds; atmaja - 
son; bhuja - arm; parisvatiga - embraced; nidhaye - for the jewel; 
sphurad - splendid; gopi-urndaih - by the gopis; yam - who; iha - in 
Vraja; bhagavantam - of the Lord; pranayibhih - by the beloved; 
bhajadbhih - by the worshippers; taih - by them; bhaktya - with 
devotion; svam - own; abhilasitam - desired; praptam - attained; acirat 
- soon; yami - Yamuna; fire - on the bank; gopisvaram - Gopisvara; 
anudinam - every day; tar - him; kila - certainly; bhaje - I worship. 


I daily worship Gopisvara Sadasiva, who was devotedly 


worshipped on the bank of the Yamuna by the loving 
gopis who desired the jewel-like embrace of the arms of 
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Sri Krsna, the prince of Vraja, and who thus swiftly 
attained their desired object. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Now Sripada Raghunatha 
praises Bhagavan Sadasiva Sri Gopisvara, who is situated on the 
bank of the Yamuna. 

Sri Sadasiva has freely taken shelter of the bank of the 
Yamuna in the transcendental abode of Vraja to worship Sri 
Krsna and His pleasure potency, Sri Radha and the 
Vrajasundaris. 

When Sri Krsna’s_ beloved Vrajasundaris saw Sriman 
Mahadeva situated on the bank of the Yamuna, though, they 
floated in an ocean of bliss, for they knew that by his grace, the 
company of Sri Krsna would certainly be attained. 

By worshipping Bhagavan Sadasiva with topmost devotion, 
they would swiftly attain their desired goal, namely Sri Krsna’s 
company. 

From then onwards, Sri Krsna’s beloved Vrajasundaris began 
to worship Sti Sadasiva on the bank of the Yamuna, yearning 
for the jewel-like embrace of Sri Krsna’s arms, and the deity has 
hence become famous as Gopisvara. 

The gopis attained a jewel by being embraced by Sri Krsna’s 
arms. It is described in the praises of Sri Krsna by the 
personified Vedas: 

nibhrta marun mano’ksa drdha yoga yujo hrdi yan 
munaya upasate tad arayo’pi yayuh smaranat 
striya-uragendra bhoga bhuja danda visakta dhiyo 


vayam api te samah samadrso’iighrisaroja-sudhah 


(Bhagavata 10.87.23) 
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"O Lord! With rigid yoga-practices, the sages worship You in 
the heart as the undifferentiated brahman, subduing their 
minds, senses and life-airs, but Your enemies have attained that 
very same brahman-status by thinking of You in fear and 
enmity. 

The gopis, though, were attached to the embrace of Your 
snake-like arms and have thus attained the nectar of Your 
lotus feet on their breasts. By following in their footsteps we 
have also attained this nectar from Your lotus feet!" 

Desiring this jewel-like embrace of Sri Krsna’s arms, the 
gopis are worshipping Gopisvara, being very attached to these 
arms. The reason is that the worship of Gopisvara fulfills all the 
desires of everyone. 

It is described in $17 Bhakti Ratnakara: 


ki aptirva sobhd ei banera bhitora; 
gundtita linga ripa nama gopisvara 
ei sadasiva vrndavipina palaya; 
ihake piijile sarva karya siddha hoy 
gopigana sada krsna sangera lagiya; 
nirantara piije yatne nana dravya diya 
kohite ki pari ye mahima gurutara; 
gopika piijita terho nama gopisvara 
indradi devata stuti koroye sadaya; 
vrndavane priti vrddhi ihara krpaya 


"How wonderfully beautiful it is within this forest! Here is 
the transcendental liriga-deity named Gopisvara. This Sadasiva 
is protecting Vrndavana and anyone who worships Him attains 
all perfection. The gopis always desired to be with Krsna and 
for this they always worshipped (Gopisvara) with different 
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paraphernalia. Who can describe the great glories of Gopisvara, 
who was so named because the gopis worshipped Him? 
The love of Vrndavana is increasing by the one, who is always 


praised by the demigods, headed by Indra." 


tathahi- srimad gopisvaram vande sankaram karunaémayam 
sarva klesa haram devam vrndaranya rati pradan 


"I praise Srimad Gopisvara Sankara, the all-benign, the Lord 
who destroys all misery and who increases the love of 
Vrndavana." 


tathaca stavamrta laharyam- 
vrndavandvanipate jaya soma soma maule sanandana sandtana 
naradedya 
gopesvara vraja vilasi-yugmanghri-padme prema prayaccha 
nirupadhi namo namas te 


"O presiding god of Vrndavana! O beautiful moon-crested 
Lord! O you who are worshipable for Sanandana, Sanatana, 
Narada and others! O Gopesvara! All glories to you! Please give 
me unconditional love for the lotus feet of the playful pair of 
Vraja, Sri-S1t Radha-Madhava! I offer my obeisances unto you 
again and again!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I always worship this Gopisvara 
Sadasiva! By the grace of Sri Gopisvara, who fulfills all desires, 
I will also attain the perfection of service to the lotus feet of the 
Divine Pair. Of this there is no doubt!" 


vraja gopi anurage, nandatmaja bhuja yuge, 
alingana divya ratna labhe 
nitya yamunara tire, mahaprema sahakare, 
bhakti kori piije sadasive 
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"The Vraja-gopis passionately desired the divine jewel-like 
embrace of the arms of Nanda’s son, and for this reason they 
always went to the bank of the Yamuna with great love to 
devotedly worship Lord Sadasiva." 


yara subha karundate, ista phala acirate, 
labhya hoy sei gopisvare 
sadasiva bhagavan, deho ista vara dana, 


bhaji pade pulakita bhare 


"By Gopisvara’s auspicious grace all desires are swiftly 
fulfilled. O Lord Sadasiva! Grant me my desired boon! I 
worship you with goose pimples on my skin!" 


VERSE 88: 


bhayat kamsasyarat sadayam acirac chantanu-pade 
viniksipta radha rahasi kila pitra prakrtitah 
sphurantam tam drstva kam api ghana-punjakrti-varath 
tam evaptath yatnad yam abhajata siryo’vatu sa nah 


bhayat - out of fear; kamsasya - of Karhsa; arat - nearby; sadayam 
- mercifully; acirat - swiftly; am - welfare; tanu-pade - in a rare place; 
viniksipta - keeping; radha - Radha; rahasi - secretly; kila - certainly; 
pitra - by the father; prakrtitah - naturally; sphurantam - revealed; 
tam - him; drstva - having seen; kam api - someone; ghana - monsoon 
cloud; pufija - host; akrti - form; varam - best; tam - him; eva - only; 
aptum - having attained; yatnat - carefully; yam - whom; abhajata - 
worshipped; siiryah - the sun; avatu - may protect; sa - he; nah - us. 
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May Siarya-deva, who was diligently worshipped by Sri 
Radha, Who was affectionately kept in a nearby hidden 
place by Her father for Her own welfare, out of fear of 
Karhsa, and who wanted to attain a beautiful youth with 
the complexion of deep monsoon clouds, protect us. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Siiryadeva, who was worshipped by Sit 
Radha for the sake of attaining Sri Krsna. 

Out of fear of Karnsa, Vrsabhanu Maharaja kept his daughter 
Sri Radha in a solitary place. Karhsa had become frightened 
after hearing the words of Devaki’s daughter and he had begun 
the atrocities of killing all the young boys and kidnapping all the 
young girls. 

Devi had said: 


yas tungena purottamangama harac cakrena te sangare 
yam orndaraka vrnda vandita pada dvandvaravindan viduh 
anandamrta sindhubhih pranayinam sandohamanandayam 
pradurbhavam avindad esa jagati kando’dya candrodaye 
kifica - mattah sattama madhuribhir adhikah svo vd parasvo thava 
gantarah ksiti-mandale prakatatam asto maha-saktayah 
orndisthe guna urnda mandirataya tatra svasarav ubhe 
rajendro bhavita harasya ca jayi panau grhita yayoh 


(Lalita Madhava Nataka - 1.15-16) 


"O Karhsa! He Who chopped off your head with His raised 
disc in your previous birth, when you were known as Kalanemi, 
Who is described by the scholars as He Whose lotus feet are 
worshipped by the demigods and Who is the root cause of the 
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universe, has now risen like the moon to increase the nectar- 
ocean of the bliss of his beloveds!" 

Devi also said: "Tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, eight 
great saktis, who are even sweeter than me, and who are named 
Radha, Candravali, Lalita, Visakha, Padma, Saibya, Syamala 
and Bhadra, will appear on earth. Of these eight great saktis, 
two sisters (Radha and Candravali) are again the most qualified 
and will become most famous as gopi-groupleaders. He who 
marries these two sisters will become the greatest of all kings 
and defeat even Mahadeva (Siva) in battle!" 

After hearing these words of Devi, Karnsa began to attempt 
to kidnap Sri Radha, and thus Maharaja Vrsabhanu began to 
keep Her in hidden places. 

It is here that Sri Radha saw an endlessly sweet boy Who was 
as deeply dark as the monsoon clouds and Who was called Sri 
Krsna. Attracted to His sweet mood, She became eager to attain 
Him as Her dear most beloved. 

The Mahajanas describe this world-enchanting sweetness of 
Sri Krsna in their songs — 


kuvalaya nila, ratana dalitanjana, 
megha putija jini varana suchanda 
kuricita kesa, khacita sikhi-candraka, 
alakavalita lalitanana canda 
dota re nava nagara kana 
bhavini bhava, vibhavita antara, 
dina rajani nahi janato ana 


"Bhavini (sensitive Radha) cannot think of anyone else, day 
and night, but Her young lover Kana (Krsna), Who has come to 
Her, His complexion defeating the colour of a blue lotus flower, 
a sapphire, crushed eyeliner or a host of monsoon clouds, His 
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curly locks, which are flanking His lovely moon-like face, 
crowned by a peacockfeather." 


madhuradhara hdasa, manohara tahi ati, 
sumadhura murali virdja. 

bhanga vibhangima, kutila neharai 
kulavati umati dire rahu laja. 

gaja gati bhati, —gamana ati manthara, 
manijira bajata runu jhuniya 

heraite koti, madana mitrachayai, 

govinda dasa koho dhani dhaniya 


"His sweetly smiling lips are very enchanting and He plays 
His flute so sweetly. He makes charming movements and casts 
crooked glances, maddening the married girls and removes 
their shame. His slow gait resembles that of an elephant and 
His anklebells jingle ‘runu jhunw’. “ 

Govinda dasa says: "O fortunate girl! Seeing Him, millions of 
Cupids faint!" 

For attaining this Syamasundara, Who enchants millions of 
Cupids, Sx Radha worshipped Siiryadeva. Srimati’s stirya piija 
is just another way of loving Sri Krsna. Therein lies the 
sweetness of the human-like pastimes, namely that Sri Radha, 
Who is Herself worshipable by all the demigods, including 
Sirya, always worships Siiryadeva for establishing a meeting 
with Him or for His good health and so on. 

Sripada Raghunatha is $17 Radha’s beloved maidservant, so 
he also covets the mercy of the sungod so that he can attain the 
audience and the devotional service of Sri-Sri Radha and 
Madhava. 
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orsabhanu raja ati, kansa bhaye bhitimati, 
sneha bhare mangalera tare 
Sri radhaya gopya sthane, raksa koila sayatane, 
yara madhuri khyata visva bhare 


"Out of great fear of Kathsa, Vrsabhanu Raja affectionately 
kept Sri Radha, whose sweetness is world-famous, in a secret 
place for Her own welfare." 


megha putjakrti vara, — dekhi Syama manohara, 
se pitavasana vanamali 

Sri krsnera praptilobhe, bhaji nitya stiryadeve, 
anurage sakhigana mili. 


"When She saw enchanting Syama, Who resembled an 
excellent monsoon cloud and Who sported a yellow garment 
and a garland of forest flowers, She became eager to attain that 
Sri Krsna and passionately began to worship Stiryadeva with 
Her girlfriends." 


sei to stiryadeve, e minati kori ebe, 
raksa koru sarva vighna hoite. 
vasa kori nanda vraje, —_ bhaji sri radha govinde, 


stiryadeva! koro asirbade 
"I humbly pray that this Stiryadeva will protect me from all 


obstacles and allow me to live in Nanda’s Vraja to worship Sri 
Radha-Govinda. O Siiryadeva! Bless me like this!" 
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VERSE 89: 


avirbhava-mahotsave muraripoh svarnoru-mukta-phala- 

sreni-vibhrama-mandite nava-gavi-lakse dadau dve muda 
divyalankrti-ratna-parvata-tila-prasthadikarh cadarad 

viprebhyah kila yatra sa vrajapatir vande brhat-kananam 


avirbhava - appearance; maha - great; utsave - in the festival; 
muraripoh - of Krsna; svarna - golden; uru - great; muktaphala - 
pearls; greni - lines; vibhrama - surrounded; mandite - decorated; 
nava - young; gavi - cows; lakse - a hundred thousand; dadau - gave; 
dve - two; muda - gladly; divya - divine; alankrta - decorated; parvata 
- mountain; tila - sesame; prastha - heap; adikam - bigger; ca - and; 
adarad - respectfully; viprebhyah - unto the brahmanas; kila - 
certainly; yatra - where; sa - he; vrajapatih - the lord of Vraja; vande 
- I praise; brhat - great; kinanam - forest. 


I praise Brhadvana (Gokula), where the Lord of Vraja, 
Nanda Maharaja, jubilantly donated 200,000 young cows 
that were decorated with gold and strings of pearls, as 
well as heaps of divine ornaments and a mountain of 
sesame to the brahmanas on the occasion of Sri Krsna’s 
birth-festival. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Sri Brhad-vana, the place of Sri Krsna’s 
advent. 

It is here that Sri Nanda, the king of Vraja, desiring the 
welfare of his son, gave ample charity to the brahmanas on the 
occasion of His birthday-festival. 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is written: dheniinam niyute pradad 
viprebhyah samalankrte tiladrin sapta ratraugha  sdata- 
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kaumbhambaravrtan (Bhag. 10.5.3), and Sridhara Svami 
comments: niyute dve lakse: 

"When Sri Krsna took birth Sri Nanda Maharaja gave 
200,000 cows beautified with golden horns and silver hooves 
and covered by clothes that were inset with different gems and 
strings of gold, as well as seven piles of sesame, to the 
brahmanas." 

In Sri Brahma Vaivarta Purana it is seen that: 


tato nandas ca sanandam brahmanebhyo dhanam dadau. sad 
ratnani prabalani hirakani ca sadaram. tilanam parvatan sapta 
suvarna kaficanam mune. raupyam dhanyacalam vastram go- 
sahasram manoramam. 


"Goparaja Sri Nanda was so happy when Krsna was born that 
he gave various gems, corals, diamonds and other riches, as well 
as seven piles of sesame, a mountain of paddy, gold, silver, 
garments and thousands upon thousands of cows to the 
brahmanas." 

In the Bhavisya Purana we can see how much a pile of 
sesame is supposed to be: 

uttamo dasabhir dronair madhyamah paticabhir matah. 
tribhih kanistho  rajendra_ tila sailah —_prakirtitah. 
purvavaccaparan sarvam viskambha parvatadikam 
"The greatest pile of sesame consists of ten dronas*® .A pile of 
five dronas is mediocre and a pile of three dronas is the 
minimum. Just as there must be Viskambha-mountains” placed 


49 4 drona is a dry measure of 32 seers for corn etc., or a measuring 
vessel having this capacity. 

50 In order to keep the pivotal mountain Sumeru steady, Lord Brahma 
placed four supporting mountains around it, viz. Mandara, 
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in all four corners around a mountain of paddy, so it is also 
prescribed for the mountain of sesame." 

All these piles of sesame and paddy must be beautified with 
jewels, gold and flower garlands. The arrangements for this are 
also outlined by the Bhavisya Purana: 
ittham nivesyamara sailam agra matas tu viskambha girin 
kramena. turiya bhagena catur-disani ca samsthadpayet puspa 
vilepanddhyam. merur mahan vrihi-mayas tu madhye suvarna 
urksa-traya samyutah sydt. piirvena muktaphala vajra-yukto 
yamyena gomedaka puspa-ragaih. pascdc ca garutmata nila- 
ratnaih saumye ca vaidiirya saroja-ragaih. 

"When one thus has made a Sumeru-mountain with sesame 
or paddy in the amounts of ten dronas or so, one must establish 
the Viskambha-mountains around them on four sides with 
sandal or flowers, divided in four parts. 

In the mountains of sesame and paddy, one must then place 
three trees made of gold. The Viskambha-mountain situated in 
the east must contain pearls and diamonds, the Viskambha- 
mountain in the south must contain topaz-gems and Puspa-raga 
gems, the Viskambha-mountain in the west must contain 
Garutmata-gems and sapphires and the Viskambha-mountain 
in the north must be established, containing Lapis Lazuli and 
rubies." 

Srila Jiva Gosvami has written in his Gopala Campih: 
dasabhir dronaih krta tila saptacalimad adat. yad vrti mani 
kanakanam tad adhikatara bharata dvijer mene 


Gandhamadana, Nila and Suparsva. Such mountains are called 
Viskambha-mountains. Even when mere mountains of paddy or 
sesame are being donated, four Viskambha-mountains must still be 
established around them, as if they were mount Sumeru. 
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"Nanda Maharaja donated seven piles of sesame, each 
containing ten dronas, to the brahmanas. The brahmanas 
thought that the jewels and gold covering these mountains of 
sesame were even heavier than the sesame itself." 

From this information, we can slightly conceive of the 
unlimited amount of jewels and gems Goparaja Nanda gave in 
charity. 

Vrajadhama is the transcendental playground of the Original 
Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, therefore it is not at all 
impossible for Maharaja Sri Nanda to donate such amounts of 
jewels and gems. 

Sripada Raghunatha thus praises Brhadvana, the place 
where Sri Nanda Maharaja donated such a huge amount of 
wealth. 


rt krsnera avirbhave, tara janma mahotsave, 
vraje Srila nanda maharaja. 
dui laksa gabhi-gane, mani mukta vibhisane, 
kori divya ratnamaya sdja 
ratna rasi tila giri, parama adara kori, 
brahmanere korechilo dana 
se brhat kanane, vandi mui savadhane, 
divya cintamanimaya sthana 


"I attentively praise Mahavana Gokula, the transcendental 
place made of Cintaémani-gems, where Sri Krsna advented 
Himself and where Srila Nanda Maharaja most respectfully 
gave 200,000 cows, decorated with jewels and pearls and 
dressed in divine jewel-studded blankets, as well as jewel- 
covered piles of sesame, in charity to the local brahmanas." 
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VERSE 90: 


gandharvaya jani-manir abhid yatra sankirtitayam 
anandotkaih sura-muni-naraih kirtida-garbha-khanyam 
gopi-gopaih surabhi-nikaraih samparite’tra mukhe 
ravalyakhye vrsaravi-pure priti-piro mamastam 


gandharvaya - of Radha; jani - birth; manih - jewel; abhit - 
became; yatra - where; sankirtitayam - glorified; ananda - bliss; 
utkaraih - with a multitude; sura - gods; muni - sages; naraih - by 
human beings; kirtida - Kirtida; garbha - womb; khanyam - in the 
mine; gopi - cowherdwoman; gopaih - by the cowherds; swrabhi- 
nikaraih - by the cows; samparite - filled; atra - here; mukhya - chief; 
ira - the earth; dvali - Radha’s birthplace, a worshipable vigraha;or 
Ravala; akhye - known as; vrsa-ravi-pure - in the town of Vrsabhanu; 
priti - love; piira - a flood; mama - my; dstam - let it be. 


May I drown in a flood of love for Ravala, the capital 
of Maharaja Vrsabhanu, where many cowherd men and 
-women live and where the jewel-like Sri Radha 
appeared from the mine-like womb of Her mother 
Kirtida, who was blissfully praised by the demigods, 


sages and human beings. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Ravala, the capital of Maharaja Vrsabhanu. 

Just as Mahavana or Brhad-vana is the birthplace of Sri 
Krsna, so is Raval the birthplace of Sri Radharani. After seeing 
the havoc caused by different demons, Sri Nanda Maharaja and 
his associates shifted their capital to Nandisvara and Sri 
Vrsabhanu Maharaja shifted his capital to Varsana. 
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In the village of Raval, the great jewel Sri Radharani 
appeared from the mine-like womb of Mother Kirtida. Mother 
Kirtida is truly the giver of fame to the world. 

Sriman Mahaprabhu asked Srila Ramananda Raya: 

kirti-gana madhye jtvera kon bodo kirti? "Of all kinds of 
fame, which fame is the greatest?" 

Sri Rama Raya replied: 

krsna prema bhakti boli yara hoy khydti (C.C.) "The fame of 
he who is known to have loving devotion for Krsna." 

Because she made the presiding goddess of love for Krsna 
personally descend and blessed the people of the world by 
giving them great fame as devotees of Krsna, she is justly named 
Kirtida. Can there be any doubt that the womb from which the 
great jewel Sri Radharani, Who directly is the embodiment of 
mahd-bhdva and Who is Krsna’s most dearly beloved, has 
appeared, is a mine of jewels? 

In Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada’s “Lalita Madhava Nataka’, it is 
described how Harimaya attracted Sri Radha from Kirtida’s 
womb and placed Her in the womb of the wife of the Vindhya- 
mountains, how Piitana kidnapped Her and how She returned 
into the hands of Vrsabhanu and Kirtida after Vindhya’s priest 
launched a witch-killing mantra against Paitana and thus made 
her drop the baby before she could deliver it to Karisa. 

This is an occasional pastime, though, which occurs in some 
form in some kalpa (era). No one is able to understand the 
Playful Lord and the wonderfully playful manifestations of His 
svariipa-sakti (innate energy). No one can understand in which 
age the Playful Lord performs what pastime and in which saint’s 
heart this will be revealed. Actually Sri Radharani appears from 
the mine-like womb of Kirtida in every kalpa, but in some 
kalpas is She first drawn out of Kirtida’s womb and placed in 
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the womb of Vindhya’s queen to appear from there. This is how 
we should understand it. 

In this verse, Sripada Raghunatha clearly describes how the 
great Radha-jewel emerged from the mine-like womb of Sri 
Kirtida and how the demigods, sages and human beings were 
immersed in the pinnacle of bliss when they beheld this 
pastime of advent. 

Sri Bhakti Ratnakara describes it thus: 


ahe Srinivasa dekho e ‘ravala’ grama; 
etha ursabhanura vasati anupama 
ri radhika prakata hoila eikhane; 
yahara prakate sukha vyapilo bhuvane 
Gji ki ananda vrsabhanura mandire; 
janmila radhika devi krttika udare 
disa dasa Glo kore ritpera chataya; 
ye dekhe bareka tara tapa dire yaya 
sukomala tanu jini kanaka labani; 
aha mari! kiba prati angera balani 
janani janaka dhrti dharite na pare; 
koto sadhe caida mukha dekhe bare bare 
jaya jaya kalarave bharilo bhuvana; 
gaoye mangala gita gopanari-gana 
bajaye vividha vadya parama rasala; 
nacaye sakala loka, bole bhalo bhalo 
dadhi dudha haldi angane chadaiya; 
hasaye hasaya koto bhangi prakasiya 
vipra vandi-gane dana kore nana bhati; 
dekhi ghanasyama onda ranga sukhe mati 


"Behold, O Srinivasa, the village named Ravala! This is the 


matchless abode of Maharaja Vrsabhanu. It is here that Sri 
Radhika appeared and thus filled the whole world with bliss. 
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What bliss there is today in Vrsabhanu’s abode, for today 
Radhika devi appeared from Kirtida’s womb! Her bodily lustre, 
which illuminates all ten directions, removes the affliction of 
anyone who sees it even once. Her tender body shines brighter 
than gold. O goodness! Just see the elegance of each of Her 
limbs! Her mother and father could not remain calm and 
eagerly stared at Her moon-like face again and again. Shouts of 
jaya! jaya!’ filled the world and all the cowherd women sang 
auspicious songs. Various musical instruments were tastefully 
played and all the people danced saying: "Very well! Bravo!" 
Throwing yoghurt, milk and haldi around on the courtyard, they 
laughed and joked, making many gestures. Great charity was 
given to the brahmanas and the bards, and Ghanasyama was 
maddened with bliss when He saw this." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "May I drown in a flood of love for 
Ravala, the capital of Maharaja Vrsabhanu, which is filled with 
cowherd men and women". 

In his svaripa, Si Raghunatha is the maidservant of Sri 
Radha, therefore she covets greatly passionate love for the 
birthplace of her supreme goddess, Who is dearer to him than 
millions of her life-airs. 


danande vibhora, sura muni, nara, 
prasamsita kirtidara 

garbha riipa khani-, majhare ye mani, 

‘radh@ name camatkara 

yetha avirbhita, ho’ye sukhapluta, 
korechena caracara. 

ravala namaka, gopa gopi dhenu, 
suvestita manohara 

orsabhanu pura, prati sumadhura, 
piriti pravaha rasi. 
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e hrdaya majhe, sada yeno rdje, 
rahibo se rase bhasi 


"May a stream of sweet love for Ravala, which is beautifully 
filled with cows, cowherd men and cowherd women, and where 
demigods, sages and men were blissfully praising Kirtida, in 
whose mine-like womb the astonishing jewel named “Radha 
appeared, causing all moving and non-moving beings to be 
immersed in transcendental bliss, always flow through my 
heart, so that I can remain floating on it." 


VERSE 91: 


yasya Srimac-carana-kamale komale komalapi 
sri-radhoccair nija-sukha-krte sannayanti kucagre 
bhitapy arad atha nahi dadhiaty asya karkasya-dosat 
sa $ri-gosthe prathayatu sada Sesa-sayi sthitirn nah 


yasya - whose; srimat - beautiful; carana kamale - lotus feet; 
komale - tender; komalapi - more tender; sri radha - Sri Radha; uccaih 
- highly; nija - own; sukha-krte - for delighting; sannayanti - brings; 
kucagre - on the nipples; bhita - fear; api - even; drat - close by; atha 
- then; nahi - not; dadhati - places; asya - whose; karkasya - harshness; 
dosat - from the fault; sa - he; sri gosthe - in the beautiful meadows; 
prathayatu - may extend; sada - always; sesa - on Ananta; sdyi - 
reclining; sthitin - position; nah - unto us. 


May Sesa-sayi Sri Krsna, Whose tender and enchanting 
lotus feet tender Sri Radha wanted to place on Her 
breasts for Her own happiness, but then changed Her 
mind because She was afraid that Her breasts were too 
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hard for His feet, arrange for my staying in the 
enchanting meadows of Vraja. 


Stavamrta Kana Wyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Sesa-sayi. 

Here, Sri Krsna lay down on the bed of Ananta just for fun 
and Sri Radharani served His lotus feet just as Laksmidevi 
serves the lotus feet of Sesa-sayi Bhagavan. 

e Sesa-Sayi kstra samudra ethate, kautuke suila krsna ananta 
Sayydte; srt radhika pada-padma koroye sevana, ye ananda 
hoilo taha na yaya varnana (Bhakti Ratnakara) 

"Here at Sesa-sayi is the Ksira Samudra (Milk-ocean), where 
Krsna lay on the snake-bed Ananta just for fun. The bliss that 
was felt when Sri Radhika then served His lotus feet cannot be 
described." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "When Sri Radharani served Sri 
Krsna’s lotus feet, She wanted to keep these feet on Her breasts 
for Her own happiness." 

Here own happiness means the happiness that nourishes 
Sri Krsna’s happiness, because the gopis can never have any 
other purpose than Sri Krsna’s happiness. 


atma sukha duhke gopira nahiko vicara; 
krsna sukha hetu cesta mano vyavahara. 
krsna lagi ara sab kori parityaga; 
krsna sukha hetu kore suddha anuraga 
(C.C.) 


"The gopis do not consider their own happiness or distress. 
All their thoughts and activities are aimed at pleasing Krsna. 
For Krsna, they have given up everything else. Their pure 
passionate love exists only for Krsna’s happiness." 
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Hence, wherever there is a mentioning of the gopis’ personal 
happiness, it must always be understood to be Krsna’s 


happiness. 


ataeva sei sukha krsna sukha pose; 
ei hetu gopi preme nahi kama dose 
(C.C.) 


"Therefore, this happiness nourishes Krsna’s happiness, hence 
there is no fault of lust in the love of the gopis.” 

This secret is revealed in this part of the sloka: bhityapydarad 
atha nahi dadhatyasya karkasya dosat 

‘Sri Radha did not want to place Sri Krsna’s tender lotus feet 
on Her breasts, afraid that they would be too hard for Him.’ 

When She served Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, Sri Radharani 
wanted to hold them on Her beautiful breasts, but when She 
brought these very soft feet, that are adorned with endless 
beauty and sweetness, to Her breasts She felt as if Her hard 
nipples struck them, and so She decided not to place them 
there. 

Here it should be specially noticed that a lady love naturally 
goes beyond herself of bliss when she carries her lover on her 
breasts, but Sri Radharani did not lose Herself in bliss when the 
lotus feet of Sri Krsna, Whom She loves more than a million 
life-airs, touched Her. 

Her only aim is Sti Krsna’s happiness. Her heart was filled 
with a fear that overruled Her own desire for happiness, and 
thus She did not place Sri Krsna’s lotus feet on Her breasts 
anymore. Thus, the complete absence of desire for personal 
happiness, which is known to the rasika devotees, has been 
manifest. 
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Actually, one of the signs of the gopis’ rtidha-mahabhawa is: 
tat saukhye’pi arti-sankaya khinnatvam 

"They are anxious that even the things that please Krsna may 
give Him pain." 

When Rasika-Sekhara Sri Krsna places His feet on the 
breasts of the Vraja-devis, then His happiness is clearly visible 
on His beautiful face, because it is simply not possible that the 
lover will be unhappy when he has his feet on the breasts of his 
lady love. Still, the Vrajadevis think that Sri Krsna will be 
unhappy when they do this. This is the private treasure of the 
Vrajadevis’ ecstatic love, which is not accessible to any other 
consort of the Lord, like Rukmini or Satyabhama. 

The Vrajadevis revealed this themselves in the night of the 
Rasa-dance in the last verse of the Gopi-Giti (10.31.19): 


yat te sujata caranamburuham stanesu bhita sanaih priya 
dadhimahi karkasesu 
tenatavim atasi tat vyathate na kim svit kirpadibhir bhramati dhir 
bhavad adyusamn nah 


The Vrajasundaris, who were separated from Sri Krsna, said, 
aiming at Him: 

"O dearly beloved! We carefully hold Your delicate lotus feet 
on our breasts, afraid that our breasts will be too hard for them. 
You are our very life, and we are very worried about Your 
tender lotus feet when they tread the forestpaths, which are 
covered with pebbles and thorns!" 

All these feelings are manifest in the most wonderful and 
amazing way in mddanakhya-mahabhavavati (Who is endowed 
with the topmost love of God known as mddana) sri krsna priya 
Siromani (the crown jewel of Sri Krsna’s beloveds) gopt vartyast 
(the greatest gopi) Si Radharani. 
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Sripada Raghunatha says: "May Sesa-sayi Sri Krsna, Whose 
tender and enchanting lotus feet tender Sri Radha wanted to 
place on Her breasts for Her own happiness, but then changed 
Her mind because She was afraid that Her breasts were too 
hard for His feet, arrange for my staying in the enchanting 
meadows of Vraja". 


Sesera anga Sayyaya, Sri anga helaye taya, 
pada-padma prasarita kore 

cira visrama kore yaha,  sesa-sayi nama taha, 
sada laksmi pada seva kore 


"The Lord, as Sesa-Sayi, reclines on the snake-bed of Sesa, 
spreading His lotus-legs out and resting there forever, His feet 
served by Laksmi-devi." 


sei to bhavete krsna, Sri radhara sanga trsna, 
Sesa-Sayyaya korilo sayana 
rt krsna carana tala, kamala hoite sukomala, 
radha korena se pada sevana 


"In that mood, Krsna, eager for Sri Radha’s company, 
reclines on the bed of Sesa while Radha serves His footsoles, 
which are more tender than lotus flowers." 


komalangt bhanu-suta, —_ atisaya bhaye bhita, 
§rit carana nahi dhare buke. 
amara karkasa hiya, ati sukomala ihda, 
ei cinti stabdha hoiya thake 


"Tender-limbed daughter of Vrsabhanu fearfully thinks to 
Herself: "His feet are so tender and My breasts are so hard", 
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and thus does not place His lotus feet on Her breasts. She is 
always stunned by these thoughts. 


Sesa-sdyi $ri govinde, minati padaravinde, 
krpa kori gosthe dao vasa 
Sri radhara sange toma, sada bhaji e vasana, 
e dinera piirao abhilasa 


"This wretch humbly prays at the lotus feet of Sesa-sayi Sri 
Govinda: Please fulfill my desire and allow me to live in Vraja 
and always worship You and S17 Radha there!" 


VERSE 92: 


yatra kama-sarah saksad gopika-ramanam sarah 
radha-madhavayoh prestharh tad-vanarh kamyakarm bhaje 


yatra - where; kama-sarah - Kama Sarovara; sdksdd - 
directly; gopikd-ramanam sarah - Gopika-Ramana Sarovara; 
radha-madhavayoh - of Radha and Madhava; presthan - 
beloved; tad - that; vanami - forest; kimyakam - Kamyaka; bhaje 
- I worship. 


I worship Radha and Madhava’s beloved Kamyavana, 
where there are Kama-Sarovara or Gopika Ramana- 
Sarovara itself. 


Stavamrta Kana Wyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 


Raghunatha praises Sri Kamyavana, one of the twelve forests of 
Vraja. 
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caturthan kamyakavanam vandnam vanam uttamam. tatra 
gatvd naro devi mama loke mahiyate (Adi Varaha Purana) 

"O Devi! Kamyavana is the fourth of the twelve forests of 
Vraja. Anyone who goes here will be worshipped in My abodel" 

There are many, many holy places situated in Kamyavana. 
There are 84 kundas and 110 Visnu-thrones and there used to 
be 300 wells here, but it is said that they have been destroyed 
by Raksasas. 

The biggest one is Vimala-kunda, on whose banks there are 
temples of Vimala-devi, Dauji, Gangaji, Gopalaji and Madana 
Gopiala. 

At Setubandha Kunda there is Ramesvara Mahadeva. It is 
here that Sri Krsna performed the Setubandha-lila. 

On the bank of Ghosarani-kunda is the parental home of Sri 
Yasoda. On the bank of Manikunda, Sri Hariscandra Maharaja 
performed penances. On the bank of Dvaraka-kunda, Sri Krsna 
and His Queens put up their camp when they came to Vraja 
from Dvaraka. On the bank of Balabhadrakunda, Sri Balarama 
addressed the Vrajavasis when He came from Dvaraka. On the 
mountain of Carana Pahadi, one can see Sri Krsna’s footprints. 

Then there is Caurasi-Khamba or King Kamasena’s court of 
justice. In this building, there are 84 pillars. On top of the 
mountain is the cave of Medhavi Muni or Vyomasura’s cave. It 
is here that Sri Krsna killed Vyomasura. 

Nearby is Bhojan-Thali, where Sri Krsna and His friends ate 
rice and yoghurt. At Kamyavana, one can also see Si Govinda, 
Sit Gopinatha, | Madana-Mohana, —Gokula-Candrama, 
Kamesvara-Mahadeva, Vimalakunda, Sri Vrndaji and the 
bhajana-kutira of Siddha Jaya Krsna dasa Babaji Maharaja, 
among others. 
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The 84 kundas we mentioned include Kama-Sarovara or 
Gopika Ramana-Sarovara. Here, Sri Krsna performed 
wonderful pastimes with the gopikas. 

In the Skanda Purana, Mathura-khanda, it is written: 

tatra kama saro rdjan gopikd-ramanam sarah. tatra tirtha 
sahasrani saramsi ca prthak prthak 

"In Kamyavana is Gopikaramana Sarovara, which is also 
named Kama Sarovara. In Kamyavana there is a total of 
thousands of sacred lakes." 

In Bhakti-Ratnakara it is described: 

dekho gopikd-ramana kama sarovara, ke varnibe etha ye 
viladsa manohara. ei kama sarovara maha sukhamaya; kama 
sarovare kama sdgara kohoya 

"Behold Gopika Ramana- or Kama-Sarovara! Who can 
describe the enchanting pastimes that took place here? This 
Kama-Sarovara is very blissful and is also called Kama Sagara." 

Because all desires are fulfilled of anyone who bathes in its 
kundas, this place is Kamyavana. 

sarva kama phalaprada kamyavana hoy; yatha tatha koile 
snana sarva duhka ksaya (Bhakti Ratnakara) 

"Because all desires are fulfilled and all miseries are 
destroyed of anyone who bathes in its kundas this place is 
Kamyavana." 

tatah kamyavanan rajan yatra balye sthito bhavan; sndna- 
mdatrena sarvesam sarva kama phala pradam (Skanda Purana, 
Mathura Khanda) 

"O Maharaja! After this comes Kamyavana, where you have 
resided in your childhood. Simply by bathing in this forest all 
desires will be fulfilled." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this Kamyavana, which 
is most dear to Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava." 
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gopi sange $ri krsnera sucaru vihara; 
hoyechilo yatha nama kama sarovara 
sei kama sarovara viraje yekhane; 
bhaji yugalera priya sei kamyavane 


"I worship Kamyavana, which is so dear to the Divine Pair 
and where there is Kama-Sarovara, where Sri Krsna beautifully 
enjoyed with the gopis." 


VERSE 93: 


mallikrtya nijah sakhih priyatama garvena sambhavita 
mallibhiya mad-isvari rasa-mayi mallatvam utkanthaya 
yasmin samyag-upeyisa baka-bhida radha niyuddham muda 
kurvana madanasya tosam atanod bhandirakarh tan bhaje 


mallikrtya - wrestling; nijah - own; sakhi - girlfriend; priyatama - 
beloved; garvena - with pride; sambhavita - considered; mallibhiya - 
becoming a wrestler; mat - my; isvari - goddess; rasamayji - full of 
flavour; mallatvam - the status of a wrestler; utkanthayad - with 
eagerness; yasmin - in which; samyak - completely; upeyusa - 
attaining; bakabhida - with Krsna; radha - Radha; niyuddham - 
combat; muda - joyful; kurvanda - did; madanasya - of Cupid; tosam - 
pleasure; atanot - did; bhandirakam - Bhandiraka; tam - him; bhaje - 
I worship. 


I worship Bhandira, where my mistress, Krsna’s 
beloved Radha, dressed Herself and Her girlfriends as 
wrestlers to have fun in a game of wrestling and became 
very proud when She blissfully wrestled with Krsna, Who 
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was also dressed as a wrestler, thus increasing Cupid’s 


joy. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Bhandira. 

This is one of the twelve forests of Vraja and anyone who goes 
there to see it becomes blessed. 

In the Adi-Varaha Purana it is said: 


ekadasas tu bhandiran yoginan priyam uttamam; 
tasya darsana mdatrena naro garbham na gacchati 
bhandiramn samanuprapya vandnam vanam uttamam; 
vasudevam tatro drsta punar janma na vidyate 
tasmin bhandirake snato niyato niyatasanah; 
sarva papa vinirmukta indralokam sa gacchati 


"The eleventh forest named Bhandira is super excellent and 
is very dear to the yogis. Simply by seeing Bhandira, a person 
never enters a womb anymore. A person who goes to this super 
excellent forest Bhandiravana and sees Vasudeva there, will 
never take birth again. A self-controlled person who controls 
his eating-habits and bathes in Bhandira will be freed from all 
sins and attains Indraloka*'." 

In Bhandiravana is Bhandirakunda, the temple of Sridama 
Candra and Venukiipa. By playing His flute, Sri Krsna brought 
water from the Patala-region into this well to quench the thirst 
of His friends. 


51 The word Indra comes from Idi, which means; "The greatest 
opulence". Therefore Indraloka here means the most opulent abode 
of the Supreme Lord. 
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Sri Radhika met Sri Krsna at Bhandira by dressing like 
Subala and played different pastimes with Him here. Here is 
the famous Bhandiravata or Aksayavata.™ 

Once upon a time, Sri Krsna was playing here with Baladeva 
and His friends, when Pralambasura came and dressed himself 
like a cowherd boy to cause havoc by taking Balarama on his 
shoulders and carrying Him off to Mathura, but Baladeva killed 
him on the way. 

One day, Sri Krsna was at Bhandira alone and played on His 
enchanting flute. Hearing this flute song, Sri Radharani became 
unsteady and went out to meet Sri Krsna with Her girlfriends. 
Isvari was most blissful to meet Sri Krsna and She and Her 
girlfriends enjoyed different pastimes with Him at Bhandira. 

Just for fun, Sri Radharani asked Sri Krsna: 

"What kind of games do You play here with Your friends?" 

Sri Krsna replied: 

"Priye! Here I play wonderful wrestling-matches with My 
friends. No one in the world can wrestle as good as I can! I can 
easily defeat everyone else in wrestling!" 

Hearing Sri Krsna’s words S17 Lalita-sakhi said: 

"Today we want to see You dress like a wrestler and play a 
wrestling match!" 

Sri Krsna said: 

"Lalite! One does not wrestle alone! One needs an opponent, 
also dressed as a wrestler!" 

Sri Radharani then said: 

"Today we will be Your opponents in wrestling!", and proudly 
dressed Herself and Her girlfriends in wonderful wrestling- 
outfits. 


52 Vata means a Banyan-tree. Ed. 
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When Sri Krsna, Who was also dressed as a wrestler, saw Sti 
Radha’s wrestling-outfit, He became completely enchanted by 
the amazing sweetness of Her every limb and _ ecstatic 
symptoms like shiverings and goose bumps became manifest on 
His body. 

Seeing this, the sakhis jokingly said: 

"Syama! Everyone in the world is defeated by You in 
wrestling, but now You are trembling even by seeing Your 
opponent! How will You fight now?" 

Syama became embarrassed when He heard the sakhis’ 
words and regained His patience. 

Then Sri Krsna began His match against slighly smiling, 
proud rasika Sri Radha, Who was dressed as a wrestler, and the 
match soon became a stalemate, no one being able to win it. 
Seeing this wonderful wrestling match, the sakhis were beside 
themselves of bliss. Seeing the Divine Pair wrestling in this 
great erotic absorption even Cupid was intoxicated by feelings 
of boundless bliss. It has been described as such in Sri Bhakti 
Ratnakara: 


eka dina krsna eka bhandira talaya; 
vansi-vadya koilo yate jagata mataya 
vansi-dhvani suni radha adhairya hoila; 
sakhi-saha asi sighra krsnere milila 
hoilo paramananda donhara antare; s 
akhigana sange nana rangete vihare 
Sri radhika krsna prati kohe mrdu bhase; 
sakha saha koiche krida koro e pradese 
srt krsna kohena - etha mallavesa dhari; 
sakhagana saha sukhe malla-yuddha kori 
mora sama mallayuddha keho nda janaya; 
anayase kori anya malla parajaya 
hasiya lalita krsne kohe bara bara; 
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mallavese yuddha aji dekhibo tomara 
eto kohi sakalei koila mallavesa; 
krsna mallavese darpa koroye asesa 
krsna pane cahi rai manda manda hase; 
mallayuddha hetu yuddha-sthalete pravese 
maha mallayuddhe nahi jaya pardjaya; 
hoilo ananda kandarpera atisaya 


Sripada Raghunatha says: "I worship this Bhandira. When 
Bhandira is merciful, then this wonderful wrestling match of Sri 
Sri Radha-Madhava will be revealed to me and I will be blessed 
with the relish of the flavour of my Isvari dressed like a wrestler, 
fighting a wrestling match." 


yatha rasamayi radha amara isvari; 
sdjaiya sakhigane malla riipa kori 
ati garve radharani mallavesa koila; 
krsna sange yuddha kori Gnandita hoila 
krsna saha sri radhara malla kridaé sthana 
satata bhajibo ami sri bhandira nama 


"I constantly worship Sri Bhandira, the place where Sri Krsna 
played a wrestling game with S17 Radha and where my rasika 


Isvari very proudly dressed Herself and Her girlfriends like 
wrestlers and blissfully combated Sri Krsna." 


VERSE 94: 


akrsta ya kupita-halina langalagrena krsna 
dhira yanti lavana-jaladhau krsna-sambandha-hina 
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adyapittharh sakala-manujair drsyate saiva yasmin 
bhaktya vande’dbhutam idam aho rama-ghattarn pradesam 


akrsta - drawn near; yd - who; kupitd - angry; halina - by Balarama; 
langala - the plow; agrena - by the tip; krsn@ - Yamuna; dhira - calmly; 
yanti - goes; lavana - salt; jaladhau - in the ocean; krsna sambandha - 
relation with Krsna; hind - separated; adya - now; api - even; ittham - 
thus; sakala - all; manujaih - by the human beings; drsyate - seen; sa 
- he; eva - only; yasmin - in which; bhaktya - with devotion; vande - I 
praise; adbhutam - wonderful; idam - this; aho - O!; raéma-ghatta 
pradesam - the place known as Rama Ghata. 


I devotedly praise the wonderful place known as 
Rama-Ghata, where Yamuna, who gently flowed towards 
the salt-water-ocean without having a relationship with 
Krsna, was dragged near by angry Balarama’s plow, and 
were the river’s crooked course can still be seen by all 
the people. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: Now Sripada Raghunatha 
praises Sri Rama-ghata, where Sri Baladeva enjoyed the Rasa- 
dance with His beloved gopis for two months and where He 
dragged her near with His plough to enjoy in her waters, 
making her course crooked even up until now. 

This pastime is described in Srimad Bhagavata (10.65.17- 
23,31): 


dvau masau tatra cavatsit madhum mddhavam eva ca; 
ramah ksapasu bhagavan gopinam ratimavahan 
purna-candra kalamrste kaumudi gandha vayunda; 
yamunopavane reme sevite striganair ortah 
varuna presita devi varuni urksa kotarat; 
patanti tad vanam sarvam sugandhenadhyavasayat 
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tam gandham madhu-dharaya vayunopahrtam balah; 
aghrayopagatas tatra lalanabhih samam papau 
upagiyamana carito vanitabhir halayudhah; 
vanesu vyacarat ksibo mada-vihvala locanah 
sragvyeka kuntalo matto vaijayantyd ca malaya; 
vibhrat smita mukhambhojam sveda praleya bhisitam 
sa Guhava yamunam jala kridartham isvarah 
nijam vakyam anadrtya matta ityapagan balah; 
anagatam halagrena kupito vicakarsa ha 
adyapi drsyate rajan yamunakrsta vartmanda; 
balasyananta viryasya viryam sucayativa hi 


"S1i Baladeva came from Dvaraka and stayed in Vraja for two 
months to console the gopis. During the months of Caitra 
(March-April) and Vaisakha (April-May), He sported at night 
with His beloved gopis. The night was illuminated by the rays 
of the full moon and the southern breezes carried the fragrance 
of the Kumuda-flowers to the subforest, where Balarama was 
enjoying with the gopis. 

For the service of Sri Baladeva, Varunadeva sent Varuni-devi 
(a celestial beverage), who trickled from the hollow of a tree 
and gladdened the forest with her fragrance. The wind 
distributed this honey-fragrance everywhere and when 
Baladeva caught a whiff of that fragrance, He went there and 
drank the Varuni-honeywine with His beloveds. 

The gopis, who were intoxicated by the Varuni-wine, sang 
about Sri Halayudha’s (Balarama’s) sweet pastimes and 
Balarama, Himself also intoxicated, rambled with them from 
forest to forest, His eyes rolling of drunkenness. 

After enjoying the Rasa-dance, the intoxicated S17 Baladeva, 
Who was adorned with dewy drops of perspiration, Who wore 
a garland of forest flowers around His neck and one earring on 
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His ears and Whose face was decorated with a nectarean slight 
smile, called Yamuna so that He could enjoy pastimes in her 
water with His sweethearts. 

Thinking Baladeva to be drunk®, Yamuna ignored His words, 
so Baladeva angrily dragged her near with the tip of His plough. 

Sri Suka Muni told Maharaja Pariksit 

"O King! Even now, the Yamuna announces Sri Balarama’s 
glorious prowess, for she still is flowing in a crooked course 
here!" 

Sripada Raghunatha says: 

dhira yanti lavana jaladhau krsna sambandha hina : 

"Like a dhira-nayikad (passive heroine), Yamuna flowed 
towards the saltwater ocean, bereft of a relationship with 
Krsna." 

The purport of this is that the Yamuna, who is punished by 
Baladeva, is not the eternal associate of Nanda-nandana Sri 
Krsna, but the shadow of the Lord’s Queen Kalindi in Dvaraka, 
who was one of the wives in the ocean of the Lord’s opulences 
there. This is written in the Tosani-commentary on Srimad 
Bhagavata: 

devt ceyam srt bhagavad riipdnusdrena laksmyd vividha 
mirtivat bhagavan mahisi-varayah sri kdlindyd eva samjiia 
chaya nydyena tac chaya vibhiti-riipa bhagavata eva maha- 
vibhiteh samudrasya bharya svariipa mirtir eka jreya 

Bhakti Ratnakara gives the following description about this 
event: 


53 "He is now drunk of Varuni, and that's why He's calling me near, 
but a river does not go to anyone simply on being called. If He wants 
to enjoy in my water, then let Him come to me Himself!" Thinking 
like this, Yamuna did not come to Baladeva (Commentary by Srila 
Visvanatha Cakravarti). 


~ 925 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


ahe Srinivasa! ei ramaghata hoy; 
etha rasa-lila kore rohini-tanaya 
yatha krsna priyasaha koilo rasa-keli; 
tatha hoite diira - e ramera rasa-sthali 
kohite ki - tenho koti samudra gabhira; 
krsnera dvitiya deha - parama sudhira 
dvaraka hoite utkanthaya vraje aila; 
caitra vaisakha dui masa sthiti koila 
Sri nanda-yasoda adi prabodhe sabare; s 
akha-gane santosaye vividha prakare 
nana anunaya vijna rohini tanaya; 
krsna priyagane nana prakare santvaya 
nija priya gopigana manohita kore; 
ye sab sahita pirve vasante vihare 
ahe Srinivasa! sri ramera rasa lila; 
prabhu bhaktagana bahu prakare varnila 
yamund akarsi ratige ane seikhane; 
jalakrida koilo baladeva priya sane 


"O Srinivasa! This is Ramaghata! Here the son of Rohini 
danced the Rasa. This Rasa-sthali of Balarama is far away from 
the place where Sri Krsna played the Rasa with His 
sweethearts. What can I say? Balarama is as grave as millions of 
oceans. He is most patient and He is Krsna’s second body. He 
eagerly came to Vraja from Dvaraka and stayed there for two 
months - Caitra and Vaisiakha -, during which He spoke with Sit 
Nanda and Yasoda and delighted Krsna’s friends in different 
ways. 

With different plaintive words, the intelligent son of Rohini 
consoled Krsna’s sweethearts in different ways and then He 
enchanted His own beloved gopis, with whom He had 
previously enjoyed in the spring. O Srinivasa! The Lord and His 
devotees have described the Rasa-lila of Balarama in many 
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different ways. Balarama dragged the Yamuna to this spot so 
that He could play in Her waters here." 

When Sriman N ityananda Prabhu came to Vrndavana in the 
course of His pilgrimage, He stayed at Rama-ghata for a few 
days, in the ecstasy of Baladeva. 


Srila Raghunatha says: "I devotedly praise this wonderful 
Ramaghata." 


krsna sambandha hina yamund virahe; 
lavana samudre yaya manda pravahe 
ye yamundaya baladeva kupita hoiya; 
akarsana korechena langalagra diya 
yare akrstara nyaya adyapiho loke; 
yamunara tire sei vakra ghata dekhe 
yamund tirastha tirtha ‘rama-ghdata’ nama; 
bhakti bhare vandi kori ananta pranama 


Out of separation, Yamuna slowly streamed towards the 
ocean, being bereft of a relationship with Krsna, when Baladeva 
angrily dragged her towards Himself with the tip of His plough. 
Even nowadays people can see that the course of the Yamuna 
is crooked here at this Ghata because of this! With great 
devotion I offer innumerable obeisances unto Rama-Ghata on 
the bank of the Yamuna." 


VERSE 95: 


prana-prestha-vayasya-vargam udare papiyaso’ghasura- 
syaranyodbhata-pavakotkata-visai'r duste pravistarn purah 
vyagrah preksya rusa pravisya sahasa hatva khalam tar bali 
yatrainam nijam araraksa murajit sa patu sarpa-sthali 
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prana-prestha - hearts beloved; vayasya - friends; vargam - group; 
udare - in the belly; pa@piyasah - sinful; aghasurasya - of Aghasura; 
aranya - forest; udbhata - fierce; pavaka - fire; utkata - severe; visaih 
- by poisons; duste - in the wicked; pravistam - entered; purah - 
before; vyagrah - eager; preksya - seeing; rusd - angrily; pravisya - 
entering; sahasd@ - suddenly; hatva - having killed; khalam - wicked; 
tam - him; bali - powerful; yatra - where; enam - this; nijam - own; 
araraksa - protected; murajit - Krsna; sa - she; pdtu - may protect; 
sarpa-sthali - the place of the snake. 


May Sarpasthali, where the powerful Murari angrily 
and quickly entered into the mouth of the sinful demon 
Aghasura to kill him and to save His heart’s friends after 
anxiously seeing that they had entered into his belly; that 
was polluted by severe poison burning strongly like a 
forest fire to save them, protect me. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Sarpasthali, the place where Sri Krsna 
entered into the mouth of Aghasura, who had assumed the 
mountainous form of a snake, to kill him and thus save His 
cowherd boyfriends, His cows and calves. 


aghasura vadhe krsna - ei sarpasthali; 
aghavana nama loke kohoye ‘sapauli’ 
etha puspa varse deva jaya-dhvani kore; 
e hetu jayeta grama kohoye ihare 
sabe kohe -aghdasura vadhe e ‘siyana’; 
tei e soyanograma - sehona akhyana 


(Bhakti Ratnakara) 
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"At this Sarpasthali, Krsna killed Aghasura, but the people 
call this Aghavana also Sapauli. Here, the demigods showered 
flowers and sang Krsna’s glories. Therefore this village is called 
Jayeta. Everyone says: ‘Aghasura was killed here, therefore this 
Soyano-village is known as Sehona.”"" 

After the Yadu-dynasty vanished from the earth, Maharaja 
Yudhisthira installed Sri Krsna’s great grandson Srila 
Vajranabha on the throne of the Siirasena-kingdom or 
Mathura-mandala.Once this had been done, the sages ordered 
him to recover and rename the lost holy places that were 
connected with Sri Krsna’s pastimes. 

Even now the places are named in the way Vajranabha has 
named them, according to the pastimes that took place there. 

When the calves and cowherd boys saw the mountainous 
snake-demon Aghasura, they actually took him to be a 
mountain and entered into his mouth, which was filled with 
poisonous fumes that burned like a forest fire and whose severe 
heat made them faint. 

Srimad Bhagavata then narrates how Sri Krsna also entered 
the demon’s mouth and destroyed him - 


tan viksya krsnah sakalabhayaprado 
hyananya nathan svakarad apacyutan 
dinams ca mrtyor jatharagni ghasan 
ghrnarddito dista-krtena vismitah 
krtyam kim atrasya khalasya jivanam 
na va amisam ca satan vihimsanam 
dvayan kathari sydd iti sarwicintya 
taj jiatvavisat tundam asesa drg harih 
tada ghanacchada deva 
bhayaddhaheti cukrusuh; 
jahrsur ye ca kamisadyah 
kaunapastaghabandhavah 
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tac chrutva bhagavan krsnas 
tvavyayah sarbha vatsakam; 
carnicikirsor atmanam 
tarasa vavrdhe gale 
tato tikayasya niruddha-margino 
hyudgirna drster bhramatas tvitas tatah 
purno’ntaratge pavano niruddho 
mirdhnan vinibhidya vinirgato bahih 
tenaiva sarvesu bahirgatesu 
pranesu vatsan suhrdah paretan 
drstvyasvayotthapya tad anvitah punar 
vaktran mukundo bhagavan viniryayau 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.12.27-32) 


"Sri Krsna, Who bestows fearlessness on all, had lost the 
cowherd boys, who have Him as their sole shelter. When He 
saw them fallen like dry blades of grass into the gastric fire of 
Aghasura, who was like death personified, and therefore greatly 
distressed, He became overwhelmed with compassion and 
astonished that this was to be their fate. 

The Original Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, simply by 
pronouncing whose name one destroys the reactions to all 
activities that cannot even be destroyed by brahma-jnana, was 
immersed in an ocean of fraternal love for His friends and was 
thus astonished and plunged in an ocean of worries when He 
saw that they were in trouble, as anyone would be when seeing 
a beloved in this condition. 

"What should I do? How can I kill this wicked Aghasura and 
save the lives of My calves and cowherd boys?" Thinking like 
this, the omniscient Sri Hari thought of a way to solve this 
problem and decided to personally enter into Aghasura’s gaping 
mouth. 
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Seeing this, the demigods in the clouds became afraid and 
exclaimed ‘Alas! Alas!’, and the demoniac friends of Karnsa 
rejoiced when they heard the news. 

When Lord Sri Krsna heard the lamentations of the 
demigods and the ecstatic shouts of the demons, He proceeded 
to save His calves and friends and to crush the demon, who had, 
in the meantime, closed his mouth by expanding His body, thus 
choking Aghasura’s throat. 

When the throat of the mountainous snake-demon Agha was 
thus choked, his eyes came bulging out and he began to twist 
and move his large body here and there until his blocked life- 
airs suddenly came bursting out through the brahma-randhra- 
hole in his skull. 

As soon as Aghasura’s life-airs had burst out, he lost all his 
sensual power. Then the Lord, the bestower of liberation, 
revived His stupefied calves and cowherd boyfriends with His 
nectarean glances and came out of Aghasura’s wide opened 
mouth with them. 

Of the place where the Lord performed the pastime of killing 
Aghasura, Sripada Raghunatha says: 

"May that Sarpa-sthali protect me!" 

In other words, just as Sri Krsna had mercifully saved His 
calves and cowherd boyfriends from the mouth of Aghasura, 
may this playground similarly save me from the gaping mouth 
of the demon of separation from Sri-S17 Radha-Madhava and 
show me Their divine lotus feet. 


papistha aghasurera udarera madhye; 
prana prestha sakhagane sri govinda dekhe 
davagnira jvalamaya yahara udara; 
kalakiita visa-dusta tahara upara 
sakhadera duhka heri atisaya krodhe; 
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udare pravesa kori sei khala vadhe 
nimesete vadha kori ye sthanete khale; 
ri govinda raksa koila vayasya sakale 

sei sarpasthali hoy mahima apara 
sakha tulya raksa koru ama sabhakara 


‘When Sri Govinda saw His heart’s friends suffering in the 
belly of the sinful Aghasura, which was burning like a forest fire 
and was polluted by burning poison, He became very angry and 
entered into the demon’s belly to kill the wretch. 

May that endlessly glorious Sarpasthali, where Sri Govinda 
protected all His friends by instantly killing this demon, protect 
us all as if we are friends." 


VERSE 96: 


drasturh saksat svapati-mahimodrekam utkena dhatra 
vatsa-vrate drutam apahrte vatsapalotkare ca | 
tat-tad-rapo harir atha bhavan yatra tat-tat-prasinarm 
modam cakre’sanam api bhaje vatsahara-sthalirh tam II96ll 


drastum - seeing; saksat - personally; sva - own; pati - lord; mahima 
- glories; udrekam - great; utkena - eagerly; dhatra - by the Creator; 
vatsavrate - the calves; drutam - quickly; apahrte - taking away; 
vatsapala - cowherd boys; utkare - in the multitude; ca - and; tat tat - 
their; riipah - form; harih - Hari; atha - then; bhavan - becoming; 
yatra - where; tat tat - their; prastinam - mothers; modam - gladly; 
cakre - performed; asanam - eating; api - even; bhaje - I worship; 
vatsa-hara-sthalim - the place where the calves were stolen; tam - her. 
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I worship Vatsaharana-sthali, where the curious 
creator Lord Brahma, eager to behold the lovely glories 
of his Lord Sri Krsna, swiftly kidnapped His calves and 
cowherd boys, after which Sri Hari assumed the forms of 
all these calves and cowherd boys Himself and delighted 
their mothers, the cows and the elderly gopis, by eating 
the dishes they offered Him. 


Stavamrta Kana Wyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises Vatsaharana-sthali, the place where Sri 
Brahma stole Sri Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys. 

In Srimad Bhagavata it is described as follows, how the four- 
faced Brahma, eager to behold Sri Krsna’s lovely glories, stole 
His calves and cowherd boys and how Sri Krsna then delighted 
the loving cows and the elderly gopis by assuming the forms of 
all the calves and cowherd boys and enjoying the dishes they 
affectionately offered to Him - 


ambhojanma janis tad antara gato mayarbhakasyesitu- 
drastam manju mahitvam anyad api tad vatsanito vatsapan; 
nitvanyatra kuridvahantara dadhat khe’vasthito yah pura 
drstvuaghasura moksanam prabhavatah praptah param vismayam 
tato vatsan adrstvaitya puline’pi ca vatsapan; 
ubhavapi vane krsna vicikaya samantatah 
kapyadrstvantar vipine vatsan palams ca visvavit; 
sarvam vidhi-krtam krsnah sahasavajagama ha 
tatah krsno mudam kartur tan matrnam ca kasya ca; 
ubhaydyitam atmanam cakre visva-krd isvarah 
yavad vatsapa vatsakalpaka vapur yavat karanghryadikam 
yavad yasti-visana venu dala sig yavad vibhtisambaram; 
yavac chila gunabhidhakrti vayo yavad viharadikam 
sarvam visnumayam giro’ngavad ajah sarva svartipo vabhau 
svayam atmatma govatsan prati-varyatma vatsapaih; 


~ 936 ~ 


Si Sri Vraja Vilasa Stava Sri Sri Stavavali 


kridann atma viharais ca sarvatmd pravisad vrajam 
tat tad vatsan prthan nitva tat tad gosthe nivesya sah; 
tat tad atmabhavad rajyams tat tat sadma pravistavan 
tan mataro venu-ravatvarotthita 
utthapya dorbhih parirabhya nirbharam; 
sneha snuta stanya payah sudhasavam 
mated param brahma sutanapayayan 
tato nrponmardana majja lepana- 
lankara raksa tilakasanadibhih; 
sandlitah svacaritaih praharsayan 
sadyam gato yama yamena madhavah 
gavas tato gostham upetya satvaram 
hunkara-ghosaih parihtita sangatan 
svakan svakan vatsataran apayayan 
muhur lihantyah sravadaudhasam payah 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.13.15-24) 


Sri Suka Muni said: "O greatest of Kuru-kings! From the 
aerial path, lotus-born Brahma saw Sri Krsna’s pastime of 
killing Aghasura and this astonished him _ greatly. 
Understanding that it was time to relish more sweet childhood 
pastimes of the Universal Lord Sri Krsna, he came to Sri 
Vrndavana, took Sri Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys to another 
place and disappeared. 

Sri Krsna was searching for His calves in the woods and, 
when He could not find them, came to the bank of the Yamuna. 
When He saw that He had also lost His cowherd boyfriends, 
He began to search for both of the groups, looking in all four 
directions. 

Although Sri Krsna is omniscient, absorbed in His childhood 
pastimes, He searched for His calves and cowherd boyfriends 
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in all the woods, but could not find them anywhere. Then He 
understood ,that it was all the work of Brahma. 

Then, to increase the transcendental bliss of the loving cows 
and elderly gopis and Lord Brahma, who was so eager to behold 
His glories, Vrajendra-Nandana, the Original Personality of 
Godhead, Who is the origin of even the universal Creators, the 
Purusavataras, personally assumed the forms of the 
innumerable calves and cowherd boys.*! 

Then Krsna Himself manifested all the forms of the calves 
and the cowherd boys, with exactly the same small bodies, 
hands, feet, sticks, flutes, horns, lunchbags, dresses, ornaments, 
natures, attributes, names, forms, pastimes and behaviour 
towards their mothers and fathers. 

In this way, He proved the truth of the scriptural saying 
‘sarvam visnu-mayan jagat’ - all we see in the universe is 
Visnu." 

After this Sri Krsna, Who had assumed the forms of all the 
calves and cowherd boys, took His own forms out from the 
forest with Himself (His original form) and entered Vraja while 
playing with them and resounding His flute. 

O King! Sri Krsna, Who had now assumed the forms of 
Sridama and Subala, drove all His individual cows over 


54 Actually Brahma stole the calves and cowherd boys to make Sri 
Krsna personally relish the love of the cows and the elderly gopis as 
their own individual son(s). Otherwise Brahma would never have 
been able to kidnap the calves and cowherd boys, who are endowed 
with all great powers of Sri Krsna's eternal associates. The whole 
pastime must be understood to have taken place with the previous 
agreement of Sri Krsna, following His will, and endorsed by His 
powers. For details one should consult the Gosvamis' commentaries 
on this pastime and Sri Jiva Gosvamipada's Gopala Campi. 
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different paths, made them enter into their individual barns 
and Himself entered into the individual homes. 

When the mothers of the cowherd boys like Sridama and 
Subala heard the flute song, they quickly rose to their feet and 
came running out to lift the supreme brahman Sri Krsna, Who 
was offering His obeisances to their feet, up from the courtyard 
with their arms, held Him on their laps, tightly embraced Him 
and made Him drink their breastmilk, which was tasty like 
nectar and intoxicating like wine and which trickled from their 
nipples out of pure motherly love. 

Then the mothers, as usual, massaged Sri Krsna, Who had 
assumed the form of innumerable cowherd boys, with fragrant 
oil, bathed Him, anointed His limbs with sandalwood pulp, 
dressed and ornamented Him in a wonderful way, put 
wonderful protecting tilaka on His body, fed Him, asked Him 
what had all happened that day out in the meadows, heard His 
stories and put Him to sleep in bed. When Sri Krsna, Who had 
assumed the forms of innumerable cowherd boys, was thus 
cuddled by the mothers, He experienced unlimited bliss. 

In the evening, the cows returned from the forest, entered 
into their barns, and began to affectionately lick their calves, 
who had come close to them, mooing softly and deeply, and fed 
them the milk that was trickling from their udders out of sheer 
motherly love." 

The place where Brahma stole Sri Krsna’s calves and 
cowherd boys, is known as Vatsaharana-sthali. 

The names that Vajranabha had given to these places, 
according to the pastimes that Sri Krsna performed there, are 
described in Bhakti Ratnakara as follows: 


Srinivase kohe dekho ei ‘vatsavana’;; 
etha caturmukha harilena vatsagana 
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ei ye ‘undi’ grama - etha sakhé saige; 
vividha samagri krsna bhutije nana range 
ei ‘balahara@ nama grama - eikhane; 
bdlakadi hare caturmukha harsa mane 
‘parikhama’ - nama sthana dekhoho ethate; 
caturmukha chilo krsne pariksa korite 
‘sei’ sthana nama e sakala loka jane; 
krsnera mayate brahma mohita ekhane 
sisu vatsa hari brahma rakhi saigopane; 
sei Sisu vatsa dekhe krsna sannidhane 
‘sei ei’ ‘ei sei’ bale bara bara; 
ei hetu ‘sei’ nama hoilo ihara 


"Srinivasa said: "Look, here is Vatsavana. Here the four-faced 
Brahma stole the calves. Here is Unai-village. Here Krsna 
blissfully enjoyed different dishes with His friends. In this 
Balahara village, the four-faced Brahma blissfully kidnapped 
the cowherd boys. Behold this place called “Parikhama’. Here 
the four faced Brahma tested Krsna. This place is known by all 
people as ‘Sei’. Here Brahma was enchanted by Krsna’s illusory 
powers. Here Brahma hid the boys and the calves he had stolen 
and here he also saw the same boys and calves in Krsna’s 
vicinity. Because he said ‘sei ei’ (they are that) and ‘ei sei’ (that 
are they), this village is called ‘Sei’." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: 

"I worship this Vatsaharana-sthali." 


nija pati Sri krsnera, matijula mahima aro, 
darasgana abhilasa tare. 
brahmd yoto vatsagana, ri krsnera sakhagana, 
druta sab apaharana kore 
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"Desiring to see the lovely glories of his master Sri Krsna, 
Brahma quickly stole all of Sri Krsna’s calves and friends." 


Sri govinda kutiholi, dekhi brahmara caturali, 
govatsa o sakha-riipa dhare 
yoto vatsa sakhagane, __ tadera yoto madtrgane 
nana bhojya samarpana kore 


"Sri Govinda curiously beheld Brahma’s cleverness and 
personally assumed the forms of the calves and the boys, to 
whom their mothers offered different eatables." 


govinda bhojana kore, sei sei riipa dhare, 
mahanande bhasiche sakale 

nitya vraje kori vasa, bhaji ei abhilasa, 
manohara vatsahara sthale 


"Assuming their forms, Govinda ate all these dishes and thus 
everyone floated in oceans of great transcendental bliss. May I 
always live in Vraja. With this aspiration I worship this 
enchanting Vatsahara Sthala." 


VERSE 97: 


badharh vatsaka-vatsapala-hrtito jataparadhad bhayair 
brahma sasram apirva-padya-nivahair yasmin nipatyavanau 
tustavadbhuta-vatsapam vraja-pateh putrarh mukundam manak 
smeram bhiru-caturmukhakhyam anisam sesar pradesarh numah 


badham - greatly; vatsaka - calves; vatsapala - cowherd boys; 
hrtitah - kidnapping; jata - came to be; aparadhad - from an offence; 
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bhayaih - with fear; brahma - Brahma; sa@sram - with tear filled eyes; 
aptirva - wonderful; padya - verse; nivahaih - with many; yasmin - in 
which; nipatya - having fallen; avanau - on the ground; tustdva - 
praised; adbhuta - to the amazing; vatsapam - herder of calves; 
vrajapateh - of the Lord of Vraja; putram - the son; mukundam - 
bestower of liberation; mandk - slightly; smeram - smiling; bhiru - 
afraid; caturmukha - four faces; akhyam - known as; anigar - always; 
sa - with; isan - the Lord; pradesam - the land; numah - I offer my 
obeisances to. 


I offer my obeisances to the place known as Bhiru 
Caturmukha, where the four-faced Lord Brahma fell to 
the ground with tear-filled eyes, afraid that he had 
committed an offence by kidnapping Mukunda’s calves 
and cowherd boys and where he offered wonderful 
verses of praise to the son of the king of Vraja, the 
amazing, slightly smiling herder of calves. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the place where Lord Brahma offered 
praises to Vrajendra-Nandana to beg forgiveness for his offence 
of stealing His calves and cowherd boys. 

e ‘caumuh@ grame brahma asi krsna-pase; korilo krsnera 
stuti asesa visese (Bhakti Ratnakara) 

"In this ‘Caumuha’-village Brahma came to Krsna and 
offered all kinds of choice praises to Him." 

Because Caturmukha (four-faced Lord Brahma) offered 
prayers here, the village has been named Caumuha by 
Vajranabha. 

The elderly gopis, who felt parental love for Krsna, as well as 
the cows of Vraja, had developed the desire to cuddle and rear 
Sri Krsna by feeding Him their breast milk. 
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The love of the loving devotee generates a corresponding 
desire within the heart of the transcendent Lord to relish that 
love - that is the eternal nature of love. Hence the Supreme 
Lord inspired Brahma within the heart to fulfill the desires in 
the minds of the loving elderly gopis and cows and to arrange 
for Him (Krsna) to become their son and relish their love for a 
full year. 

Therefore, although Brahma had actually committed no 
offence, he is still born from the lotus that grows from the 
Supreme Lord’s navel and is the founder-dcdrya of the 
Brahma-sampradaya, he considered just a moment after he 
had kidnapped the calves and the cowherd boys and had gone 
off with them, that he had committed a great offence to 
someone with the prowess and opulence of Sri Krsna by doing 
this. Agitated by that idea, Brahma returned to Vraja-dhama 
within a split second to beg forgiveness, but since Brahma’s 
split second is a full year in the mortal world, the Lord could 
enjoy the parental love of His devotees in Vraja as He liked for 
a full year. 

Coming to Vraja, Brahma saw from the aerial path that the 
Lord was playing with the calves and cowherd boys that he had 
stolen. Brahma thought: 

"With His prowess, the Lord has taken the kidnapped calves 
and boys back and is playing with them again!", but at the same 
time he saw that the calves and cowherd boys he had kidnapped 
were still lying in the bed of his illusory power. 

In this way, Brahma was bewildered by the illusory energy of 
He, whom he wanted to bewilder with his own illusory energy, 
and he began to speculate about which group of calves and boys 
was the real one. 

Then suddenly Brahma saw each of the calves and cowherd 
boys who were playing with Sri Krsna as wonderfully opulent 
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four-armed Visnu-forms and he became totally overwhelmed 
by feelings of astonishment. 

A short while later, by the grace of the Lord, he saw Sri 
Vrndavana’s sweetness and Vrndavana Vihari $17 Krsna alone, 
His face adorned with a slight smile. He slowly approached the 
Lord’s lotus feet, offered obeisances to Him again and again 
and wonderful praises, which were filled with both reverence 
and sweetness, all with tear-filled eyes. 

How afraid Brahma was of committing offences to the Lord 
and how he prayed to the Lord’s lotus feet for forgiveness for 
these offences, can be clearly learned from the following two 
verses — 


pasyesa me’ndryam ananta adye 
paratmani tvayyapi mayi mayini 
mayan vitatyeksitum atma vaibhavan 
hyaham kiyanaiccham ivarcir agnau 
atah ksamasvacyuta me rajo-bhuva 
hyajanatas tvat prthag isa maninah 
ajavalepandha tamo’ndha caksusa 
eso’ nukampyd mayi nathavan iti 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.9-10) 


Brahma prayed to Sri Krsna: "O Lord! Just as a spark is very 
insignificant in comparison to a blazing fire, I am also very 
insignificant compared to You. Nevertheless, although I am 
myself bewildered by Your illusory energy, I was so foolish to 
try to proclaim my own lordship in front of You, the endless 
One, the cause of all causes, the controller of everything and 
the Lord of maya. 
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O Acyuta! I am endowed with the mode of passion and I am 
very ignorant, thinking myself to be a Lord, seperate from You. 
I am blinded by illusion, so consider me to be Your servant and 
please forgive me all my offences." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I offer my obeisances unto the 
place where the frightened four-faced Brahma offered prayers 
to his worshipable Lord, Sri Krsna." 


krsna vatsa sakha-gane, hari brahma vraja-vane, 
krta aparadha manas tape 
vrajendra-nandana yini, _ vatsa-palaka mani, 
stuti kore sei mukundake 


apartipa padya chande, _ stuti kori’ Sri govinde, 
bhiru brahma bhase netra jale. 
sa-prabhu caturanane, maha-tirtha sei sthdne, 


namaskara kori kuttthole 


"I eagerly offer my obeisances to the great holy place, where 
the four-faced Brahma praised Mukunda with wonderful poetic 
verses while floating in his own tears, begging forgiveness from 
the prince of Vraja, S17 Govinda, the jewel of cowherd boys, for 
the offence of stealing his calves and cowherd boys in Vraja- 
vana." 


VERSE 98: 
gandha-vyakula-bhrnga-saiicaya-cami-samghrsta-puspotkarair 
bhajat kalpa-lata palasi-nikarair vibhrajitani sphutam 


yani sphara-tadaga-parvata-nadi-vrndena rajanty aho 
krsna-prestha-vanani tani nitararh vande muhur dvadasa 
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gandha - fragrance; vydkula - anxious; bhriga - bumblebees; 
sancaya - multitude; cami - armies; samighrsta - attacked; puspa - by 
the flowers; utkaraih - by the multitude; bhrajat - shines; kalpa-lata - 
wishyielding vines; palasi-nikaraih - and by wishyielding trees; 
vibhrajitani - manifest; sphutam - clearly; yani - which; sphara - 
broad; tadaga - lakes; parvata - mountains; nadi-vrndena - by the 
rivers; rdjanti - shine; aho - O!; krsna prestha - Krsna’s beloved; 
vanani - in the forest; tani - them; nitaram - constantly; vande - I 
praise; muhuh - repeatedly; dvddasa - twelve. 


Again and again I praise Sri Krgna’s beloved twelve 
forests, which are filled by mountains, rivers, broad lakes 
and wish yielding vines and -trees that are beautified by 
flowers, which are constantly ravished by armies of 
bumblebees, who are intoxicated by their fragrance. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: For the fulfillment of his sacred 
aspirations, Sripada Raghunatha praises the twelve forests of 
Mathura-mandala in this verse. 

In the Padma Purana it is written: 


bhadra-sri lauha bhandira maha tala khadirakah 
bahula kumudam kamyan madhu vrndavanam tatha 
dvadasaitanyaranyani kalindyah sapta pascime 
purve patica vanam proktam tatrasti guhyam uttamam 


"Bhadra-, Sri-, Lauha-, Bhandira-, Maha-, Tala-, Khadira-, 
Bahula-, Kumuda-, Kamya-, Madhu- and Vrnda-vana: these are 
the twelve forests in Mathura Mandala. Seven of them are west 
of the Yamuna and five are east. These twelve forests are Sri 
Krsna’s most confidential playgrounds. " 

In Bhakti Ratnakara it is seen: 
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dvadasa vipina-yukta srt mathura-puri; punyad papa-hara subha - 
aptirva madhuri 


"Sri Mathura-puri has twelve forests, is very auspicious and 
pious, destroys all sins and is endowed with a wonderful 
sweetness." 


tena drstvd ca sa ramya kesavasya puri tatha; 
vanair dvadasabhir yukta punya papahara subha 


"He saw KeSava’s abode, which has twelve forests, bestows 
merit, destroys sins, is full of auspiciousness and very lovely." 


dvddasa vipina sarva purane pramana; 
Sunite se sab nama judaya parana 
madhu, tala, kumuda, bahula, kamya ara; 
khadira sri vrndavana yamund e para 
$rt, bhadra, bhandira, bilva, lauha, 


mahavana; yamund o para e manojha kanana 


"All the Puranas provide evidence of the authenticity of the 
twelve forests. Your heart will be comforted when you hear 
their names. On this side of the Yamuna are Madhuvana, 
Talavana, Kumudavana, Bahulavana, Kamyavana, Khadiravana 
and Sri Vrndavana, and on the other side of the Yamuna are the 
beautiful Srivana, Bhadravana, Bhandiravana, Bilvavana, 
Lauhavana and Mahavana." 

In the Puranas, these forests have been progressively named. 
First there is Madhuvana, as is stated in the Adi-Varaha 
Purana - 
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ramyam madhuvanan nama visnu-sthanam anuttamam; 
yad drstva manujo devi sarvan kaman avapnuyat 
tatra kundam svaccha-jalam nilotpala vibhiisitam; 
tatra sndnena danena vanchitam phalam apnuyat 


"O Devi! Visnu’s abode named Madhuvana is the greatest 
and is very lovely. A person who sees this place has all his 
desires fulfilled. In this forest is a pond with clear water 
beautified by blue lotus flowers. A person who bathes there or 
gives charity there will certainly have all his desires fulfilled." 

The second one is Talavana, as is stated in the Skanda 
Purana, Mathura Khanda 

aho tdlavanam pirnan yatra talair hato’surah. hitaya 
yddavanam ca atma-kridanakaya ca 

"Aho! In this auspicious Talavana, Sri Krsna killed the palm- 
keeping demon for the sake of the Yadavas (Nanda and the 
cowherd men, because the Yadava-king Devamida had a 
vaisyd-wife whose son was Parjanya, and Parjanya’s son was 
Nanda Maharaja) and for the sake of His own play." 

The third one is Kumudavana. 

kumuda-vanam etacca trttya vanam uttamam, yatra gatva 
naro devi mama loke mahiyate (Adi-Varaha) 

‘O Devi! This Kumudavana is the third and greatest forest. 
Anyone who goes there will be worshipped in My abode." 

Kamyavana is the fourth. 

caturtha kamyakavanam vandndri vanam uttamam; yatra 
gatvd naro devi mama loke mahiyate (ibid.) 

"O Devi! Kamyakavana is the fourth and greatest forest. 
Anyone who goes there will be worshipped in My abode!" 

Bahulavana is the fifth. 

pancaman bahulan nama vandndm vanam uttamam; tatra 
gato naro devi agnisthanam sa gacchati 
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"O Devi! Bahulavana is the fifth and greatest forest. Anyone 
who goes there will attain the abode of Agnideva!" 

The glories of Bahulavana are also described in the Skanda 
Purana, Mathurakhanda - 


bahula sri hareh patni tatra tisthati sarvada; 
tasmin padma-vane rajan bahu punya-phalani ca 
tatraiva ramate visnur laksmya sarddham sadaiva hi; 
tatra sankarsanam kundam tatra manasaro nrpa 
yas tatra kurute snanam madhumase nrpottama; 
sa pasyati harim tatra laksmya saha visampate 


"O greatest of kings! Sri Hari’s consort Bahula always dwells 
in this Bahulavana! O King! A person who enters the lotusforest 
there attains great pious merit. The reason is that Sit Visnu 
always blissfully dwells in this forest with Laksmi. O King! In 
Bahulavana are Sankarsana-kunda and Mana Sarovara. O King! 
Anyone who bathes in these sacred tanks in the month of Caitra 
(March-April) will see Sri Hari and Laksmi there!" 

The sixth forest is Bhadravana. 

asti bhadravanam nama sastham ca vanam uttamam. tatra 
gatvd ca vasudhe mad bhakto mat parayanah (Adi Varaha) 

"O Vasudhe! The sixth and greatest forest is Bhadravana. A 
person who goes there will become fixed in devotion to Me!" 

The seventh is Khadiravana. 

saptamas tu vanan bhiimau khadiran loka visrutam. tatra 
gatvd naro bhadre mama lokam sa gacchati 

"The famous Khadiravana is the seventh forest. O Bhadre! 
Anyone who goes there will attain My abode!" 

Mahavana is the eighth. 

mahdavanam castaman tu sadaiva tu mama priyam; tasmin 
gatvd tu manuja indraloke mahiyate (ibid.) 
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"The eighth forest is Mahavana, which is always dear to Me. 
Any human being who goes there will be worshipped in 
Indraloka." 

Lauhavana is the ninth forest. 

lauhajangha-vanarr — ndma_— lauhajanghena _ raksitam; 
navaman tu vanan devi sarva pataka nasanam (ibid. ) 

"O Devi! The ninth forest, Lauhavana, which is protected by 
Lauhajangha, destroys all sins." 

Bilvavana is the tenth forest. 

vanam bilva-vanam nama dasamam deva piijitam; tatra 
gatvd tu manujo brahma-loke mahiyate (ibid.) 

"The tenth forest, which is worshipped by the demigods, is 
Bilvavana. A human being who goes there will be worshipped 
in Brahmaloka." 

The eleventh is Bhandiravana. 

ekddasam tu bhandiram yoginam priyam uttamam; tasya 
darsana_ mdtrena naro garbhari na_ gacchati  (ibid.) 

"Bhandiravana, the eleventh and greatest forest, is very dear 
to the yogis. Any human being who simply sees it will no longer 
enters into a mother’s womb." 

Sri Vrndavana is the twelfth forest. 

vurndavanam dvddasakam vrndayd pariraksitam; mama 
caiva priyam bhiime sarva pdataka ndsanam._ tatrahari 
kridayisyami gopi gopdlakaih saha; suramyam supratitam ca 
deva danava durlabham (ibid.) 

"O Dharani! Vrndavana, the twelfth forest, is maintained by 
Vrnda-devi, destroys all sins and is very dear to Me. I will play 
there with the cowherd boys and -girls, it is very beautiful and 
famous and it is rarely attained by the demons and demigods." 

Sri Vrndavana’s opulence of beauty and glory is described in 
the Mathura-khanda of the Skanda Purana — 
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tato urndavanam punyam vurnda-devi samasritam; 
harinadhisthitam taddhi brahma rudradi sevitam 
orndavanam sugahanam visalam vistrtam bahu; 
muninam asramaih piirnam vanyavrnda samanvitam 
yatha laksmih priyatama sada bhakti parayana; 
govindasya priyatamam tatha vrndavanam bhuvi 
vatsar vatsataribhis ca sakam kridati madhavah; 
vrndantarantara gatah saramo balakair vrtah 
aho vrndavanam ramyan yatra govardhano girih; 
tatra tirthanyanekani visnu deva krtani ca 


"Then there is auspicious Vrndavana, which is always under 
the shelter of Vindadevi, where Sri Hari is always present and 
which is thus served by gods like Brahma and Siva. 

Vrndavana is hardly accessible and is filled with many large 
asramas of munis as well as gardens full of Tulasi-plants. Just as 
the ever-devoted Kamala-devi (Laksmi-devi) is Sri Visnu’s 
dearmost beloved, similarly Vrndavana is Sri Govinda’s 
dearmost beloved. 

Madhava always takes Baladeva, the cowherd boys and the 
cows along to play in Vrndavana. Aho! How lovely is 
Vrndavana’s beauty! Here is Giriraja Govardhana and many 
other holy places created by Lord Visnu!" 

All the vines and trees in these forests are wish yielding trees 
and wish yielding vines. Brahma Sarhhita says: kalpataravo 
drumah. But because this is the abode of mddhurya, no one 
wants to accept anything else from these trees and vines but 
fruits and flowers, and they also do not give anything else but 
that, so that they will not spoil the mood of sweetness there. 

Hence they are always beautified by flowers that attract 
swarms of bumblebees. These bumblebees are intoxicated by 
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their fragrance and they always ravish them. With the word 
‘bees’ it is also indicated, that birds like the cuckoos are singing 
there and that the forests are always beautified by wandering 
deer and hares, as well as (lotus-filled) ponds, mountains and 
rivers. 

There is no comparison to the natural beauty of the twelve 
forests! Again and again Sripada Raghunatha praises the twelve 
forests, which are Sri Krsna’s dear most playgrounds! 


gandhonmatta bhriga-kula, send-gana sucaricala, 
yara puspa kore samgharsane 
sei sab Sobhamana, kalpataru latagana, 
(yara) sobha vrddhi kore anuksane 
phulla padma sarovare, _ giri nadi sobha kore, 
kokiladi koroye kiijana. 
Sri krsnera priyatama, sei to dvadasa vana, 
barambara koriye vandana 


"Again and again I praise Sri Krsna’s beloved twelve forests, 
where armies of restless bumblebees ravish the flowers that 
beautify the wish yielding vines and -trees, being intoxicated by 
their fragrance, and which are constantly beautified by lakes 
filled with blossoming lotus flowers as well as mountains and 
rivers, where birds like the cuckoo are singing." 


VERSE 99: 


piarnah prema-rasaih sada muraripor dasah sakha ca priyarn 
sva-pranarbudato’pi tat-pada-yugam hitveha masan dasa 
pritya yo nivasams tadiya-kathaya gostham muhur jivayaty 
ayatamn kila pasya krsnam iti tan mirdhna vahamy uddhavam 
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purnah - full; prema - love; rasaih - by flavours; sada - always; 
muraripoh - of Krsna; dasah - servant; sakha - friend; ca - and; priyani 
- beloved; sva - own; prana - life-airs; arbudatah - more than billions; 
api - even; tat - His; pada - feet; yugam - pair; hitvd - renounced; iha 
- here, in Vraja; ma@san - months; dasa - ten; prityd - with love; yah - 
who; nivasam - resided; tadiya - His; kathaya - with topics; gostham - 
Vraja; muhuh - repeatedly; jivayati - revives; dydtam - came; kila - 
certainly; pasya - look!; krsnam iti - this is Krsna; tart - him; miirdhna 
- on the head; vahami - I carry; uddhavam - Uddhava. 


Sri Uddhava Mahasaya, who is always filled with 
flavours of love for Murari both as a servant and friend, 
left the Lord’s lotus feet, although they are dearer to him 
than billions of life-airs, and stayed in Vraja for ten 
months, consoling and reviving the Vrajavasis by saying: 
"Look, Krsna is coming back to you!" 

I carry this Sri Uddhava on my head. 


Stavamrta Kana WVyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha is praising Sri Uddhava Mahiasaya. 

Sri Uddhava Mahiasaya is a devotee of Sri Krsna in the mood 
of a friend mixed with the mood of a servant. But he is not just 
a servant and a friend, but Sri Krsna’s dear most friend and 
servant, because his heart was filled with the flavours of love. 
Only love makes the devotee qualified to become the Lord’s 
dearly beloved. We can learn from the Lord’s own lotus-like 
mouth how the Lord offered Uddhava a seat of affection 
because of his love-filled heart: 


na tatha me priyatama atma-yonir na sankarah; 
na ca saikarsano na rir naivatma ca yatha bhavan 
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"O Uddhava! Neither Brahma, My lotus-born son, nor 
Sankara (Siva), who is born from My nature, nor Sankarsana 
(Balarama), although He is My own brother, nor Kamala 
(Laksmi), who plays on My chest as My wife, nor even I Myself 
am so dear to Me as you are!" 

The quality of service to Sri Krsna was a treasure, which Sri 
Uddhava was born with. 

In the second chapter of the Third Canto of Srimad 
Bhagavata it is seen: 


yah pasca hayano matra pratar asaya yacitah; 
tannaicchad racayan yasya saparyam bala-lilaya 


"When Sri Uddhava Mahiaiaya was a child of five years old, he 
fashioned a deity of Sri Krsna to serve .He became so absorbed 
in this childhood-pastime, that he was not even interested when 
his mother called him for breakfast." 

From this statement we can learn, that he was deeply 
absorbed in the service of Sri Krsna from his childhood. 

Just as the Lord is always served by His six opulences, 
similarly, Sriman Uddhava Mahiaaya was decorated by six kinds 
of extraordinary qualities in his adolescence while engaging 
himself in Sri Krsna’s service. 

Srila Sukadeva Muni describes in the 46th chapter of the 
Tenth Canto of Srimad Bhagavata — 


orsninam sammato mantri krsnasya dayitah sakhah; 
sisyo brhaspateh saksad uddhavo buddhi-sammatah 


"Sriman Uddhava Mahasaya was honoured by the Yadavas. He 
was Sri Krsna’s counsellor, His dear friend and the object of His 
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grace. He was the direct disciple of Brhaspati and the most 
intelligent of men." 

Because Sri Uddhava was endowed with so many qualities 
Sri Krsna sent him to Vraja to console Sri Nanda, Yasoda and 
all the cowherdmen and -women. 

When Sri Uddhava Mahasaya saw the billowing waves on the 
vast ocean of love of the Nanda and the Vrajavasis, and 
especially Sri Radha and the Vrajasundaris, he was stunned of 
amazement and remained in Vraja for ten months in great 
blissful astonishment, even though that meant he had to be 
separated from the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, who was dearer to 
him than billions of life-airs. 

Saying: "Look! Krsna is returning from Mathura", he offered 
them consolation, and by singing about Sri Krsna’s pastimes 
with a sweet voice it was as if he reproduced the divine form of 
Sri Krsna directly before the eyes of the Vrajavasis - 


uvasa katicin masan gopinam vinudan sucah; 

krsna-lila-katham gayan ramayamasa gokulam 
yavanty ahani nandasya vraje’vatsit sa uddhavah; 
vrajaukasam ksana-prayanyasan krsnasya vartaya 
sarid vana giri dronir viksan kusumitan druman; 
krsnam samsmarayan reme haridaso vrajaukasam 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.47.54-56) 


"Sriman Uddhava stayed in Vraja for ten months and 
removed the gopis’ agony of separation. When the gopis lost all 
external consciousness because of their severe feelings of 
separation, he reminded them of Sri Krsna and thus soothed 
their pain as if he was neutralizing burning poison with the use 
of a powerful mantra. 
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In this way Sriman Uddhava also went before the cowherds 
and cowherdesses, headed by Sit Nanda and Yasoda, and 
revived them by singing about Sri Krsna’s pastimes, thus 
crystallizing Sri Krsna before them and plunging them into an 
ocean of transcendental bliss. 

As long as S11 Uddhava Mahasaya was in Vraja, he spoke 
about S17 Krsna and thus these ten long months appeared to be 
just like a moment. 

Thus they thought as if "Uddhava has just come to us and 
now he is already leaving again!" 

Sri Uddhava Mahasaya and the Vrajavasis went to the banks 
of the ponds, into the woods and to the mountain caves, and, 
seeing the blossoming trees and vines, Uddhava sang to the 
Vrajavasis about the particular pastimes, which Sri Krsna had 
performed there in such a way, that the Vrajavasis thought that 
these pastimes and playful Sri Krsna Himself directly appeared 
before their eyes. 

Ecstatically calling Sri Uddhava ‘haridasa’, Sri Suka Muni 
says: "O King! Sri Uddhava Mahagaya acted exactly like a 
servant of Lord Hari, because the main duty of a servant of 
Lord Hari is to revive the devotees who suffer separation from 
Sri Krsna with krsna-kathd." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "I constantly praise Sri Krsna’s 
dearmost Haridasa Sri Uddhava by carrying him on my head." 


prema rase vigalita, nirantara yara citta, 
govindera ati priyatama 
sakhya migra priya dasa, khyati yara ‘haridasa’, 
ri uddhava bhagavatottama 


"The heart of Govinda’s dear most Sri Uddhava, the greatest 
of devotees, who is famous as Haridasa and who is in the 
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combined mood of servant and friend, constantly melts of the 
flavours of love." 


prana koti nirmatchana, — sri krsnera sri carana, 
heno krsna pada padma che’de 
vrajavasi-gane nitya, krsna lila rasamrta 
pana koraiya seva kore 


"Although the lotus feet of Sri Krsna were dearer to him than 
billions of life-airs, he left them to serve the Vrajavasis by 
constantly making them drink the nectar of Krsna’s pastimes." 


dasa masa vrajavase, sabare se asvase, 
ri uddhava ei vakya bole 
Sri krsna agata praya, — ara se vilamba ndi, 
darasana koroho sakale 


"Sr Uddhava stayed in Vraja for ten months, consoling 
everyone with the words: ‘Sri Krsna is coming, He won't be 
long! Look, everyone!’ ” 


govinda preyasi yoto, prasadhane susobhita, 
vastra malya srt hari-candana 
srt uddhava darasane, krsna koraya uddipane, 
Sire vandi tara Sri carana 


"When Govinda’s beloved gopis saw Sri Uddhava wearing 
beautiful garments, garlands and white sandalwoodpulp, they 
all remembered Krsna. I bow my head down before his divine 
feet." 
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VERSE 100: 


muda yatra brahma trna-nikara-gulmadisu parath 
sada kanksan janmarpita-vividha-karmapy anudinam 

kramad ye tatraiva vraja-bhuvi vasanti priya-jana 
maya te te vandyah param avinayat punya-khacitah 


muda - gladly; yatra - where; brahma - Brahma; trna-nikara - 
blades of grass; gulma - bush; ddisu - in others; param - greatest; sada 
- always; kanksan - desiring; janma - birth; arpita - placed; vividha - 
various; karma - activities; api - even; anudinam - every day; kramad 
- gradually; ye - who; tatra - there; eva - only; vrajabhuvi - Vraja; 
vasanti - residing; priya - dear; jand - people; maya - by me; te te 
them; vandyah - praiseworthy; parama - greatest; vinaydt - out of 
humility; punya - auspiciousness; khacitah - decorated with. 


Although he is always anxiously engaged in duties 
given to him by the Supreme Lord such as creating the 
universe, Lord Brahma most blissfully revealed his 
aspiration to take birth in Vraja, even as a blade of grass 
or a bush. 

Each day I humbly praise each respective, most pious 
person who is residing in Vraja and who is very dear to 
Sri Krsna. 


Stavamrta Kana Wyakhya: In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha humbly and attentively praises each and every 
person who lives in Vraja. 

Brahma is the lotus-born son of the Supreme Lord and His 
beloved devotee, who is responsible for the creation of the 
universe. As the result of committing selfless activities for one 
hundred births, a fortunate soul may become qualified to 
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occupy the post of Brahma. Because such a fortunate soul is 
very rare, the Supreme Lord Himself takes over the duty of the 
universal creation in some kalpas if there is no one else 
available. 

Even Brahma came to realize the good fortune of any person 
who lives in Vrndavana and submitted the following prayer to 
the lotus feet of the Lord - 


tad bhiri bhagyam iha janma kim apyatavyam 
yad gokule’pi katamanghri rajo*bhisekam 
yaj jivitam tu nikhilam bhagavan mukundas 
tvadyapi yat padarajah sruti mrgyam eva 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.34) 


"I consider birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush, 
in which I could attain even one speck of the foot dust of the 
Vrajavasis, whose very life is Mukunda, the specks of Whose 
foot dust is always sought for by the Vedas, a greater fortune 
than this birth as Brahma. Therefore, birth in Vraja-bhiimi even 
as a blade of grass or a bush is my greatest desire." 

In the Vaisnava-tosani-commentary on this verse it is written: 

tatrapi kim api dirvadi mrdu trnatvam ityabhiprayah; 
tatraivanghri-rajobhih samyag abhiseka-siddheh............. nanu 
kathani saksdd gopadi janmaiva na prarthyatan tatraha yad 
iti. yasya gokulasya tad-vdasi matrasya nikhilany bhagavan 
mukunda eva. tatra yah svayan bhagavdn paratparatvat 
sddhayitum asakya ityarthah sadhito’pi yo mukundah prayaso 
muktim eva data na tu bhakti-yoga matram api. tam etan vind 
yajjanah ksanam api jivitum na saknotityarthah. iti parama 
prema visesavattvam uktam. dstam  tdvad — anyair 
duhsddhyatvam durllabha prematvam ca yasya pdda-rajah 
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Ssrutibhir adyapi tvayi saksdd avatirne’pi mrgyata eva katamam 
rajah kiyan mahimeti jiidtum isyata eva na tu tad antah 
prapyata ityarthah. yato vaca ityddi sruteh. atah parama 
pracina mddrsa sarva jiidana prada sruti-durlabha jidne tat 
pdda-rajasyapi_ —prarthanad  me’nupayukta kutah punah 
premabhara vasikrta tvat pddabjaka sri gopadi janma 
prarthaneti bhavah 

This means that Brahma coveted any kind of birth in Vraja 
that would give him a shower of the Vrajavasis’ footdust. This 
indicates Diirva-sprouts and the soft blades of grass, for in that 
form a shower of the Vrajavasis’ foot dust would certainly be 
accomplished. 

One may ask here: "If Brahma wanted to be blessed by being 
able to see the Vrajavasis, then why didn’t he pray for a birth as 
a cowherder in Vraja for himself?" 

The answer is: "Lord Mukunda is everything to the 
inhabitants of Gokula. He is the Supreme Lord and the 
Supreme Truth, Whose worship is rarely attained and Who, 
even if worshipped, usually gives only liberation, but not 
devotion. Without this rarely attained Mukunda, the Vrajavasis 
cannot remain alive for even a moment. This proves that the 
Vrajavasis have attained the highest stage of love of Godhead. 

That Mukunda and the Vrajavasis’ love is rarely attained by 
others is one thing, but even when the Lord had personally 
descended, the personified Vedas could not attain one speck of 
His foot dust, although they sought for it. 

In other words, the Vedas just tried to understand “How is 
His foot dust? What is its great glory?’, but they could not find 
its limits. 

After all, the Upanisads say: "Words and the mind cannot 
reach Him, but are sent back." 
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Therefore it is greatly improper of Brahma to pray for the 
foot dust of Sri Krsna, which is unattainable even for the Vedas, 
who bestow all their knowledge upon him (the ancient Brahma, 
at the time of creation). 

Should it therefore still be said that it would have been 
greatly improper for Brahma to pray for birth as a cowherder, 
whose great love has completely subdued the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Lord? Is it therefore so astonishing that Brahma 
prayed for a birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush to 
become showered by the foot dust of any person from Vraja? 

Sripada Raghunatha says: “Can there be any doubt that those 
who have attained the good fortune of living in Vrajabhiimi are 
most pious and most dear to Sri Krsna? With the greatest 
humility and devotion, I praise each and every one of them, 


every day." 


govindera adesete, brahma vyakulita cite, 
visva srsti ddite magana 
vrajera vaidagdhi lila, darasane mugdha hoila, 
nirantara bhave mane mana 
aho bhagya aho bhagya, vrajavasi-jana yoto, 
sada preme krsnanusilana 
trna gulma lata hoite, brahmé ati lalasdte, 
krsna pade kore nivedana. 
aprakrta vrndavane, janma yara subha-ksane, 
nitya kore vasati tathaya. 
parama vinaya mane, __ vandoni tara srt carane 
krpa-yoge vraje vasa hoy 


"When he saw the clever pastimes of Vraja, Brahma, who is 


anxiously engaged in duties like creating the universe on 
Govinda’s order, became enchanted and constantly thought to 
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himself: ‘Aho! How fortunate! Aho! How fortunate are the 
Vrajavasis who are always lovingly serving Krsna!’ 

Thus Brahma submitted his desire to Krsna’s lotus feet to 
take birth as a vine, a bush or a blade of grass in the 
transcendental abode of Vrndavana, so that from that blessed 
moment on, he could remain there forever. With topmost 
humility, I praise the lotus feet of the Vrajavasis, by whose grace 
I can live in Vraja." 


VERSE 101: 


pura premodrekaih pratipada-navananda-madhuraih 
krta-sri-gandharvacyuta-carana-varyarcana-balat 
nikamam svaminyah priyatara-saras-tira-bhuvane 
vasanti sphita ye ta iha mama jivatava ime 


pura - in the past; prema - love; udrekaih - with great amounts of, 
pratipada - constantly; nava - new; dnanda - bliss; madhuraih - with 
sweetnesses; krta - done; sri gandharva - Sri Radha; acyuta - Krsna; 
carana - lotus feet; varya - the great; arcana - worshipping; balat - on 
the strength of; nikamam - by their own desire; svdminyah - of 
Svamini; priyatara - dearmost; sarah - lake; tira - bank; bhuvane - on 
the ground; vasanti - they reside; sphita - greatly; ye - who; te - they; 
iha - here; mama - my; jivatava - very lives; ime - here. 


Because of having worshiped the beautiful lotus feet 
of Sri Gandharva and Acyuta with the ever-fresh 
sweetness of ecstatic spiritual love in their previous lives, 
some great souls are able to live on the bank of Svamini’s 
dear most lake (Sri Radhakunda). 

These great devotees are my life and soul! 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha praises the great souls who live around Sri 
Radhakunda. 

Sri Radhakunda is the crown jewel of Vraja and the exclusive 
abode of Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava’s confidential noon-pastimes. 
There is no place more dear to the Divine Pair than this one. 
Sri Radhakunda is as dear to Sri Krsna as Sri Radha is and S1i 
Syamakunda is as dear to Sri Radha as Syamasundara is, 
because the two kundas are non-different from Sri Radha- 
Madhava. 

These two kundas especially are assisting the separated 
Couple when They want to meet Each other, or to soothe the 
blazing fire of separation They feel when They are unable to 
meet Each other. 

The Mahajanas sing: 


Sri krsna yokhon radha darasana lagi utkanthita hoy; 
sakala upaya viphala hoiya radhakundasraya loy 
tat kale radhara paya darasana emati kunda prabhava; 
radhara-o temati syamakundasraye krsna saga hoy labha 


"When Krsna becomes eager to see Radha and all His 
endeavours fail, He takes shelter of Radhakunda. At that 
moment, He gets the audience of Radha on the strength of the 
kunda. In the same way Radha also takes shelter of 
Syamakunda and thus attains the company of Sri Krsna." 

Therefore, the most fortunate (sukrti-sali) people reside 
around Sri Radhakunda, the crown jewel of Vraja. The sukrti 
mentioned here does not refer to ordinary pious merit, but the 
great merit accrued from worshipping the lotus feet of Sri Sri 
Radha-Govinda, which is attained by the grace of the great 
devotees. 
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Hence Sripada Raghunatha has written in this verse: 

pura premodrekaih pratipada navananda madhuraih krta 
srt gandharvacyuta carana varyarcana balat: 

"Because of having worshiped the beautiful lotus feet of Sri 
Gandharva and Acyuta with the ever-fresh sweetness of ecstatic 
spiritual love in their previous lives..." 

When this great abundance of sweet love appears in the heart 
of the sadhaka, he will become able to relish the ever-fresh 
transcendental bliss of bhajana. 

Sri Radharani mercifully bestows on those, who have 
previously worshipped Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava’s lotus feet with 
such love, a place to stay at Sri Radhakunda. 

The attraction to reside around Sri Radhakunda awakens 
within the heart of a person who is totally fixed on Sri Radha’s 
lotus feet. Their knowledge and meditations are all aimed at 
Svamini Sri Radha, for whom She is everything and to whom 
She is dearer than millions of life-airs, and they don’t know 
anything but Her lotus feet, in life or in death. 

Those who are fixed in Her worship develop the desire to 
love Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. 

For example, Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has written: 


radha nama sudhaérasan rasayitum jihvds tu me vihvala 
padau tat padakankitasu caratam vrndatavi vithisu 
tat karmaiva karah karotu hrdayan tasyah padam dhyayatat 
tat bhavotsavatah param bhavatu me tat prananathe ratih 


(Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi 142) 
"May my tongue become overwhelmed by relishing the 


nectarean flavour of Radha’s holy name, may my feet walk over 
Vrndavana’s pathways that are marked with Her footprints, may 
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my hands only be engaged in Her menial service, may my heart 
meditate on Her lotus feet, and may I develop love for the Lord 
of Her life (Krsna) through Her festival of emotions." 

It is such sddhakas, who are so fixed in Radha, that Svamini 
mercifully allows to live on the bank of Her kunda, which is 
non-different from Her, and such fortunate sddhakas are thus 
living on the bank of the kunda, nourished by drinking the 
nectar of prema. 

In other words, the greatly intelligent souls who exchange 
hearing, chanting and remembering topics about Sri Radha’s 
names, forms, qualities and pastimes with each other reside on 
the bank of Svamini’s kunda. 

Sripada Raghunatha never left the bank of the kunda to go 
anywhere else. His firm determination was to stay on the bank 
of the kunda, spend his time serving (eating) fruits, roots and 
buttermilk from Vraja and ultimately to leave his body there. 
atraiva mama samvadsa ihaiva mama samsthiti (Vilapa 
Kusumaiijali) 

"Here I will live and here I will stay". 

With the same determination, Sripada Raghunatha prays: 
"May the great souls who live around Sri Radhakunda be my 
means of survival." 


pratipade navananda, sumadhura sevananda, 
yugalera arcana prabhave. 
purakale santa gane, krsna premamrta pane, 
vasa kore radhakunda-tire. 
se sab mahanta gana, nama dhare mahdjana, 
sabe mora jiwana upaya. 
brahmanda tarite pare, jane jane Sakti dhare, 
koto dine lutaibo payaP 
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"All the great souls who live on the bank of Radhakunda on 
the strength of their sweet and constantly blissful worship of 
the Divine Pair in previous lives, in which they drank the nectar 
of love for Krsna, are my very life. 

Each one of these great souls, who are called mahdjanas, is 
able to save the whole world. How many days more, before I 
can roll at their feet?" 


VERSE 102: 


yat kificit trgulma-kikata-mukham gosthe samastarh hi tat 

sarvananda-mayam mukunda-dayitam Ilanukilarh param 
sastrair eva muhur muhuh sphutam idam nistankitarh yachaya 

brahmader api sa-sprhena tad idarh sarvarh maya vandyate 


yat - what; kificit - slightly; trna - grass; gulma - bushes; kikata - 
worms; mukham - and other insects; gosthe - in Vraja; samastam - all; 
hi - certainly; tat - that; sarva - all; a@nanda-mayam - full of bliss; 
mukunda dayitam - dear to Mukunda; lila - pastimes; anukilam - 
favourable; param - greatest; sastraih - by the scriptures; eva - only; 
muhuh muhuh - again and again; sphutam - clearly; idam - this; 
nistankitam - established; ydcrtaya - by prayer; brahmddeh - by 
Brahma and others, api - even; sa - with; sprhena - with desire; tad - 
that; idam - this; sarvari - all; maya - by me; vandyate - being praised. 


With great longing I praise Vraja’s blissful grass, 
bushes, worms and insects, whose fortunes are desired 
for by Brahma, Uddhava and others, whose glories are 
repeatedly and clearly established by scriptures like 
Srimad Bhagavata, who are very dear to Mukunda and 
who assist Krsna in His pastimes. 
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Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Desiring to see and personally 
serve Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava, Sripada Raghunatha praises 
Vraja’s grass, bushes, worms and insects in this verse, who are 
all very dear to Mukunda and who assist Krsna in His pastimes. 

Although they appear like insignificant blades of grass, 
bushes, worms and insects to the external eyes, they are not like 
the grass, bushes, worms and insects of this material world, who 
have taken such a low and fallen birth amongst the 8.4 million 
species of life due to their wicked and sinful acts in their 
previous lives. No, they are favourable assistants to the pastimes 
of Sri Radha-Krsna! They are also required in Their pastimes, 
just like the divine abode and the divine companions. 

Hence, they are also divine companions in these 
transcendental pastimes and are dearly beloved by Mukunda. 

They are so fortunate to relish the sweetness of Mukunda’s 
smile, which is white as Kunda-flowers as He jokes with Priyaji 
and Her sakhis during His sylvan pastimes, and they are blessed 
to relish His ever-so-sweet form, qualities and pastimes and be 
touched by His hands and feet. 

Some people may think: 

"The blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects that were 
present during Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s prakata-lila® may have 
been the eternal companions of the Lord, but the blades of 
grass, bushes, worms and insects that are present now during 
the aprakata lila® did attain such wretched bodies due to their 
sinful activities in the past." No, it is not like that! 


55 The pastimes that were performed before everyone's eyes and were 
recorded in Srimad Bhagavata and other scriptures. Ed. 

56 The pastimes of the Lord that are still going on in Vraja, but are 
invisible to all but the pure devotees. Ed. 
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The scriptures and the great souls see it like this: That which 
is visible of the holy dhama during the aprakata-lila may be 
transcendental, but out of mercy upon the living entities in this 
world, it accepts both the form and nature of the material 
planet earth. If not, then persons like us, who are bound to our 
worldly activities (karma) would never be able to see this 
transcendental abode or to reside there. 

Therefore, just as the holy dhdma is transcendental although 
it assumes a material form, similarly, who knows which great, 
offenceless souls have taken birth in Vraja as blades of grass, 
bushes, worms and insects to live there and to relish the 
aprakata or nitya-lilas there? 

The dcdryas say: Persons who commit the offence of 
considering these creatures ordinary will not experience any 
result from their bhajana or from an extensive stay in the 
dhama (which can bestow prema even on one who stays there 
for only one night). 

Therefore the offenceless person who considers all the 
blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects that reside in the 
dhama to be transcendental will make his stay in the dhdma a 
success by attaining prema. This is the experienced conclusion 
of the wise and learned. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "Knowing these glories, great 
learned sages like Lord Brahma and Uddhava have desired to 
take birth in Vraja as blades of grass, bushes, worms and insects. 
This is seen in Srimad Bhagavata, which contains the essence 
of the whole Vedanta. 

In our commentary on verse 100, wherein Brahma prays 
‘muda yatra brahm@ we have quoted the Bhagavata-verse tad 
bhiri bhagyam iha janma kim apyatavyam and its Tosani- 
commentary. 


Sri Uddhava Mahasaya has prayed similarly - 
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asam aho carana renu jusam aha syam 

orndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam 
ya dustyajam svajanam arya-patham ca hitva 
bhejur mukunda padavin srutibhir vimrgyam 


(Srimad Bhagavata 10.47.61) 


"Aho! I have an impossible dream! All the different bushes, 
vines and herbs of Sri Vindavana are most fortunate and 
blessed, for they can easily hold the foot dust of the 
Vrajasundaris on their heads! 

If I could attain the birth of any of these bushes, vines and 
herbs, then I can also become blessed with the foot dust of the 
Vraja-gopis, who have given up the path of morality and family- 
virtues, which is so hard to give up, to eagerly and thirstily 
worship the lotus feet of Mukunda. Such a position is coveted, 
but not attained even by the Vedas!" 

In this way, Lord Brahma and Uddhava pray for birth in 
Vraja as a blade of grass or a bush, and all of their words have 
been clearly mentioned by scriptures such as Srimad 
Bhagavata, which is the essence of the Vedanta. Sripada 
Raghunatha says: " 

Full of longing, I praise the all-blissful blades of grass, 


bushes, worms and insects of Vraja." 


brahma uddhavadi yadera saubhagya kamana 
nirantara kore sada koriya vandana 
orndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam; 
bhagavata sastre ache yahara pramana 
vraje yoto trna gulma kita patangadi; 
krsna lilara anukila sada lila sathi 
krsna priya hoy tara sarvananda maya 
vraja yoto trna gulma kitadi nicaya 
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sa-sprhe vandané kori tandera sakale 
vancha-pirti hoy yanhadera krpa-bole 


"Full of longing, I always praise all the blissful blades of grass, 
bushes, worms and other creatures of Vraja, who are so dear to 
Krsna, who favourably assist Him in His pastimes as His 
companions and whose fortunes have been coveted by Brahma, 
Uddhava and others, as has been proven in the Bhagavata-verse 
urndavane kim api gulma latausadhinam. 

On the strength of their grace, I will have all my desires 
fulfilled!" 


VERSE 103: 


bhraman cacche kacche ksiti-dhara-pater vakrima-gatair 
lapan radhe krsnety anavaratam unmattavad aham 
patan kvapi kvapy ucchalita-nayana-dvandva-salilaih 
kada keli-sthanarh sakalam api sifiicami vikalah 


bhraman - wandering; kacche kacche - close by; ksitidhara - 
mountain; pateh - of the lord; vakrima - crooked; gataih - with 
courses; lapan - uttering; radhe krsna - O Radhe! O Krsnal; iti - thus; 
anavaratam - constantly; unmattavad - as if mad; aham - I; patan - 
falling; kvapi kvapi - anywhere; ucchalita - welling; nayana - eye; 
dvandva - pair; salilaih - with the waters; kada - when; keli - play; 
sthanam - place; sakalam - all; api - even; sificami - 1 sprinkle; vikalah 
- eagerly. 


When will I wander around the slopes of Govardhana 


Hill, constantly uttering "0 Radhe! O Krsna!" as if being 
mad, and when will I stumble around, overwhelmed by 
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feelings of ecstatic love, sprinkling Sri Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s playgrounds with my tears? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha, who is the embodiment of love-in-separation, 
reveals his aspiration to live in Vraja in great ecstatic agitation. 

Actually Sripada Raghunatha’s heart is burning in a great fire 
of lamentation out of separation, and with such a burning heart, 
he falls on the bank of Sri Radhakunda and anxiously weeps, 
desiring to see the Queen of his heart. 

This sacred Stavavali-scripture is the culmination of this all. 
It is as if the body of this sacred Stavavali-scripture is made of 
his tears of love-in-separation. 

Still, on the plea of praying for this condition himself, he 
draws a very beautiful picture of living in Vraja in great ecstatic 
agitation, a condition coveted by the loving devotees. 

Vraja-dhama is a place to be in great ecstatic agitation. Here 
the bhdvuka (greatly sensitive and advanced) devotees are 
never immersed in bodily happiness, spending the time eating 
and sleeping and performing bhajana in a mechanical way, as a 
person like me is doing. 

This Vraja is a place to experience separation. bhajana here 
consists of only tears. 

In Brhad Bhagavatamrta, Sri Uddhava Mahagaya reveals his 
experience of the mood of Vraja to Sri Narada and Gopa 
Kumara - 


tatraivotpadyate dainyam tat premapi sada satam 
tat tacchiinyam ivaranya sarid giryadi pasyatam 


ee 
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sada haha ravakranta vadananam tatha hrdi 
maha santapa dagdhanam sva priyam parimrgyatam 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrtam 2.5.242-243) 


"When the saints see the void of the woods, rivers and 
mountains of Vraja, they automatically get feelings of humility 
and love simultaneously. They will loudly wail and lament and 
search for their beloved deity with anxious hearts, which burn 
out of severe affliction." 

The purport of this is, that the great souls who take shelter 
of Vraja to do bhajana, always see the pastime-places, but they 
do not see the playful pair, S$11-Sri Radha-Madhava, there. 

This naturally causes agitation in their hearts, as a result of 
which gradually humility and love are infused into the heart. 

When humility awakens, the devotee considers himself very 
fallen and unqualified, and at the same time, while prema 
awakens, he develops a great eagerness for directly seeing his 
beloved deity. Then the loving devotee, whose heart is burning 
in the great fire of love-in-separation, wanders around 
everywhere in Vraja lamenting and searching for his beloved 
deity. This elevated condition is even more praiseworthy 
than the direct meeting with the Lord. 

This is because the Lord, Who is subdued by the love of His 
devotees, generates such feelings of separation within the heart 
of the devotee, so that He can relish the sweetness of this 
condition of the devotee, while watching him from a hidden 
place. 

bhaktera prema cesta dekhi krsnera camatkara (C.C.) 

"Krsna is astonished when He witnesses the activities of His 
devotees." 
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When Sri Gopa Kumara was sent from Urdhva Dvaraka to 
the terrestrial Vraja by S11 Uddhava and Narada, he attained 
such an ecstatic condition. 

It is described as such - 


tam naradiyam anusrtya siksar srt krsna ndémani nija priyani 
sankirtayan susvaramatra lilas tasya pragdyannanucintayams ca 
tadtya lilasthala jatam etad vilokayan bhavadase gato ye 
tayoh sva-citte karanena lajje katham parasmin kathayanyaham te 
sadé mahartyd karuna svarairudan-nayami ratrir divasas ca katarah 
na vedmi yad yat sucirad anusthitam sukhaya vd tat tad utarti sindhave 
kathaiicid apyakalayami naitat kim esa davagni sikhantare’ham 
vasami kim vd paramamrtaccha susitala sri yamund-jalantah 


(Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.6.1-4) 


Sri Gopakumara _ told Sri Janasarma: “O  brahmana! 
Following the instructions of Sri Narada, I am chanting the holy 
names of my beloved Sri Krsna and I am residing in Sri 
Vrndavana, singing about and remembering His pastimes. 
Although I have attained this ecstatic condition while 
witnessing these pastimes of Sri Krsna and I have kept these 
ecstatic feelings within the heart, I am feeling ashamed. 

How will I reveal them to you? I was always weeping in great 
anguish, pitifully crying “O Lord!’ day and night. 

I have practised this for a long time, but I don’t know if I did 
this for attaining happiness or for being immersed in an ocean 
of transcendental anguish. I could not ascertain in any way 
whether I was residing in the flames of a forest fire or in the 
cool water of the Yamuna! “ 

Actually, love for S11 Nanda-Nandana Gopala is full of 
contrast. Sometimes it seems there is no limit to the bliss, and 
again sometimes it seems there is no limit to the misery. 
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Sometimes it is delicious like nectar and sometimes it is more 
burning than poison. And again sometimes, the nectar and the 
poison, the relish and the scorch blend and become one! 


bahir visa jvala hoy, 
antara anandamoy, 
krsna premara adbhita carita 
(C.C.) 


"Externally it is scorching like poison and internally it is blissful. 
This is the wonderful nature of love for Krsna." 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "When will I wander around the 
table lands of Sri Govardhana, constantly exclaiming: ‘O Radhe! 
O Krsna!’ like being mad, while searching for my most beloved 
Sri-S1i Radha-Madhava? 

At some places I may stumble and fall and sometimes I will 
get up again, dance, sing and weep - when will streams of my 
tears shower these transcendental playgrounds?" 

Actually Sri Ripa and Raghunatha dasa and_ other 
sampradayacaryas (teachers of the tradition of Caitanya- 
bhakti), gave the greatest example of how to live in Vraja in such 
an ecstatic condition. 


written: 


he radhe vraja devike ca lalite he nandasiino kutah 
sri govardhana kalpapadapa tale kalindit vanye kutah 
ghosantaviti sarvato vrajapure khedair maha-vihvalau 
vande riipa sandtanau raghu-yugau sri jiva gopdlakau 


"O Radhe! O goddesses of Vraja! O Lalite! O Sri Nanda- 
Nandana! Where are You? Are You at the base of a wish 
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yielding tree at Govardhana Hill, or on the bank of the Yamuna? 
Where are You playing Your pastimes? This is Your Vraja- 
dhama, where the stream of Your pastimes flows on eternally! 
Alas! How unfortunate I am that I cannot see Your pastimes 
here! Tell me where I should go to meet You!" 

I praise Ripa, Sanatana, Raghunatha Bhatta, Raghunatha 
dasa, Sri Jiva and Gopala Bhatta Gosvamis, who were thus 
wandering all over Vraja like being mad, searching for their 
most beloved Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava in a very anxious state of 
mind." 

Srila Thakura Mahiaiaya also sings: 


hari hari! ara ki emon dasa hobo? 
e bhava samsara tyaji, — parama anande maji, 
ara kobe vrajabhiime yabo 
sukhamaya vrndavana, kobe hobe darasana, 
se dhiili makhibo kobe gaya 
preme gada gada hoiya, radha-krsna nama loiya, 
kandiya bedabo ubharaya 


nibhrta nikufije jaiya, —_ astaiga pranata hoiyd, 
dakibo ha radhanatha boli 
kobe yamunara tire, parasa koribo nire, 


kobe pibo karapute tuli 
ara kobe emana hobo, Sri rasa mandale yabo, 
kobe gadagadi dibo taya 
vansivata chaya paiya, parama ananda hoiya, 
padiya rahibo tara chaya 


kobe govardhana giri,  dekhibo nayana bhari, 
kobe hobe radhakunde vasa 
bhramite bhramite kobe, e deho patana hobe, 


kohe dina narottama dasa 


(Prarthana) 
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"Hari Hari! When will I attain such a condition? When will I 
give up this material household life and go to Vrajabhimi, 
immersed in transcendental bliss? When will I see blissful 
Vrndavana and smear its dust on my body? When will I wander 
around there, weeping and singing Radha-Krsna’s names with 
a voice stuttering of ecstatic love? When will I go to the solitary 
groves, offer prostrated obeisances there and cry out “O Lord 
of Radha!’? 

When will I go to the bank of the Yamuna, touch her waters 
and drink it from my cupped hands? When will I go to the Sri 
Rasa-mandala and roll around there in ecstasy? When will I 
attain the shadow of Varhsivata in topmost ecstasy and remain 
there? When will I fill my eyes with the vision of Govardhana 
Giri and when will I reside at Radhakunda? The fallen 
Narottama dasa says: When will my body fall when I thus 
wander around?" 

The Vina-like hearts of the great devotees all twang the same 
tune of anguish of separation from living in Vraja. 

Hence Sripada Raghunatha’s anxious prayer - 


nirantara ha radhe! he sri krsna! boliya; 
unmattera praya ami pralapa koriya 
govardhanera sanu-dese bhramana koribo; 
premete vivasa anga dhaliya padibo 
vydakulita citte sada koribo krandana; 
yugala vilasa bhiimi koribo sificana 
ucchalita ankhi nire pankilo se sthale; 
sukhe viharibe sada navina yugale 


I will wander around the base of Govardhana Hill, constantly 


exclaiming "Ha Radhe! Hey Sri Krsna!" as if being mad. 
Overwhelmed by ecstatic love, I will drop my body and 
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constantly weep with an anxious heart. I will shower and 
mudden the ground where Radha and Krsna always blissfully 
play with streams of my tears. 


VERSE 104: 


na brahmi na ca narado nahi haro na prema-bhaktottamah 
samyag jnatum ihafjasarhati tatha yasyocchalan-madhurim 
kintv eko baladeva eva paritah svardham sva-matra sphutam 
premnapy uddhava esa vetti nitararm kim sa vrajo varnyate 


na - not; brahma - Brahma; na - not; ca - either; ndradah - Narada; 
nahi - not; harah - Siva; na - not: prema - love; bhakta - devotee; 
uttamah - by the greatest; samyak - completely; jfidtum - knowable; 
iha - here; afijjasa - easily; arhati - is able; tatha - then; yasya - whose; 
ucchalan - rising; madhurim - sweetness; kintu - but; ekah - one; 
baladeva - Baladeva; eva - only; paritah - all; sarddham - along with; 
sva - own; matra - by the mother; sphutam - clearly; premnd - with 
love; api - even; uddhava - Uddhava; esa - this; vetti - knows; nitaram 
- constantly; kin - what; sa - he; vrajah - Vraja; varnyate - can be 


described. 


How can I describe this land of Vraja, whose welling 
sweetness cannot be fully comprehended by even the 
greatest loving devotees such as Lord Brahma, Narada 
or Lord Siva, but can only be understood by Sri 
Baladeva, His mother Rohini, and, - on the strength of 
his great love - by Srila Uddhava Mahasaya? 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : Sripaida Raghunatha’s Vraja- 
Vilasa-Stava is drawing to a close. 
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The ocean of love within his heart is churned by the 
whirlwind of his humility. 

Sripada thinks: "I am seated here to describe S1i-Sri Radha- 
Madhava’s Vraja-dhama, which is deeper than millions of 
oceans, which is hard to cross and very confidential. 

Where is an insignificant living being like me, and where is 
the boundless ocean of sweetness of the love and the pastimes 
of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava and Their companions in Vraja, 
which is so hard to bathe in? How many hundreds of steamers 
have sunk in this vast and bottomless ocean, but I went into this 
vast ocean with a mere small wooden raft! How ignorant of me! 

Am I able to describe the billowing sweetness of this Vraja, 
which cannot even be fully comprehended by the greatest 
loving devotees like Brahma, Narada and Mahadeva?" 

Brahma wanted to relish the sweetness of the Vraja-lila, but 
out of ignorance, he stole Sri Krsna’s calves and cowherd boys, 
who are His eternal transcendental companions of equal 
strength, and thus became an offender. 

The reason is, that a reverential worshipper can never relish 
the sweetness of Vraja. Finally Brahma praised Sri Krsna to beg 
Him forgiveness for the offence he committed and prayed that 
he might take birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush, 
so that he could be showered by the foot dust of anyone living 
in Vraja. 

Although S1i Narada was very eager to relish the sweetness 
of Vraja, he could not do so in his ordinary external form of 
Narada. Ultimately, with the assistance of Sriman Mahadeva 
and Lord Brahma and on the order of the Supreme Lord, he 
bathed in Narada-Kunda and attained the form of a gopi, so 
that he was blessed with the eligibility to relish Radha and 
Madhava’s sweetness. 


vO 
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Sriman Mahadeva came to Vrndavana, hoping to relish the 
sweetness of Vraja, but when the Vraja-gopis saw him there, 
they began to worship him, thinking it was possible to attain Sri 
Krsna’s association through his grace. 

Since they were able to attain Sri Krsna’s association as a 
result of worshipping Sriman Mahadeva, he was named 
Gopisvara. Although Sriman Mahadeva came to Vraja to 
worship the gopis and their Gopinatha, he finally became the 
worshipable godhead of the gopis himself! So like this, aisvarya 
is defeated by madhurya. 

In this way, very big reverential lovers of the Lord are unable 
to relish the sweetness of Vraja. 

vidhi bhaktye vraja-bhava pdite nai sakti aisvarya jidne 
vidhi marge bhajana koriyd. vaikunthe yay, 
catur-vidha mukti pdiya. raga-bhakte vraje svayam bhagavan 
pay; vidhi-bhaktye pdarsada-dehe vaikunthe ydy etc. (C.C.) 

"Through regulated devotion one is unable to catch the mood 
of Vraja. Devotees who worship in the reverential and regulated 
way will attain Vaikuntha, where they attain one of the four 
kinds of liberation. 

Through spontaneous devotion, the devotee attains the 
original Godhead in Vraja and through regulated devotion he 
attains Vaikuntha-loka, where he will get a pdrsada-body 
(transcendental companion of the Lord in Vaikuntha). " 

Sripada Raghunatha says: 

"Sri Baladeva and His mother Rohini fully relish the 
sweetness of Vraja and have fully realized it." 

The purport of this is, that the sweetness of Vraja can only be 
known by the cowherders and cowherdesses who are from 
Vraja itself (because they are vaisyas by caste). 


OTe 
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Although S17 Baladeva, the son of Vasudeva, was born of a 
ksatriya caste, he relished the sweetness of Vraja because He 
accepted the mood of a cowherd boy, and although Rohini, 
Vasudeva’s wife, was a ksatriydni, she plunged into the vast 
ocean of motherly love along with Mother Yasoda and fully 
relished and realized the sweetness of Vraja due to her love 
being non-different from Yasoda’s. 

Sri Uddhava Mahasaya was sent to Vraja by Sri Krsna to 
console the cowherders and cowherdesses and thus fully 
realized the sweetness of Vraja. Although he was unable to give 
up Sri Krsna’s company for even a moment, he stayed in Vraja 
for ten months, thereby becoming totally immersed in its 
sweetness considering himself completely blessed — by 
repeatedly praising the love in Vraja in ecstatic astonishment. 
Finally, before he took leave, he sold his head to the lotus feet 
of the gopis and began to glorify their supreme greatness, 
praying for a birth in Vraja even as a blade of grass or a bush, so 
that he could wear even one speck of their divine foot dust on 
his head. 

Sripada Raghunatha says: "How will I be able to describe the 
great glories of Vraja’s sweetness?" 


brahma narada mahadeva o prema bhaktottama; 
ucchalita madhuri yara ananta astma 
samyak janite yaha hoy asamartha; 
baladeva rohini-mata janite samartha 
prema bale srt uddhava niscoyi kichu jane; 
ki ripe varnané kori sei vrndavane 


"How can I describe this Vrndavana, whose endlessly welling 


sweetness cannot be fully known even by the greatest loving 
devotees like Brahma, Narada and Mahadeva? Only Baladeva 
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and Rohini know it, and on the strength of his love certainly also 
Sri Uddhava knows some of it." 


VERSE 105: 


anyatra ksana-matram acyuta-pure premamrtambho-nidhi 
snato’py acutya-sajjanair api samarh naham vasami kvacit 
kinty atra vraja-vasinam api samarn yenapi kenapy alarm 
samlapair mama nirbharah prati muhur vaso’stu nityarn mama 


anyatra - elsewhere; ksana - a moment; mdtram - only; acyuta - 
Krsna; pure - in the abode; prema - love; amrta - nectar; ambho- 
nidhih - ocean; sndtah - bathed; api - even; acyuta - Krsna; sajjanaih 
- by the saints; api - even; samam - equal; na - not; aham - I; vasami - 
I reside; kvacit - ever; kintu - but; atra - here; vraja-vasinam - of the 
people of Vraja; api - even; samam - equal; yena - by whom; api - even; 
kenapi - by anyone; alam - greatly; samlapaih - by speaking casual 
topics; mama - my; nirbharah - being absorbed; prati - each; muhuh 
- repeatedly; vasah - reside; astu - let it be; nityam - eternally; mama 
- my. 


I will not live in any other abode of the Lord, even if it 
is showered by an ocean of love of God or even if I have 
the company of pure devotees there. 

I would rather just discuss casual topics even with 
those Vrajavasis who have no love for the Lord, as long 
as I can always live in Vraja with great devotional 
attachment! 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : In this verse, Sripada 
Raghunatha reveals his fixation in living in Vraja. 
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The world that we see is a transformation of the material 
illusory energy, but the holy dhama instead is a transformation 
of the internal conscious energy. The holy dhama is established 
in the sandhini-sakti (the existence-potency of the Lord). 

The Upanisads also say - sa bhagavah kasmin pratisthita iti 
sve mahimni (Chandogya Upanisad 7.24) 

"Where is the Lord situated? In His own glories, or His own 
inconceivable opulence." 

The holy dhama is transcendental, eternal and supernatural. 
It is the Lord’s eternal playground and it is invisible to the 
physical eyes. There are hundreds of scriptural quotations to 
prove that. 

avirbhavas tirobhavo bhaved atra yuge yuge; tejomayam 
idam ramyam adrsyan carma-caksusa 

"The holy dhama is eternal, everlasting, full of great 
effulgence and invisible to the physical eyes. The Lord appears 
and disappears in it in every age". 

Just as the conscious Supersoul appears in the material body, 
which is made of the five inert elements, but remains 
completely separate from it, similarly the transcendental holy 
dhama remains completely uncontaminated, although it 
appears within the inert material world. And just as the 
Supersoul is not destroyed when the body is destroyed, 
similarly, the holy dhama remains situated in its transcendent 
nature even when the material world is destroyed. 

It is therefore certain that by living in the holy dhama, one 
will attain residence in the transcendental kingdom of God. By 
living in the holy dhadma especially, the surrender of the 
practising devotees reaches perfection, one attains favourable 
association of the devotees and the most favourable conditions 
for performing bhajana sadhana. 
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Someone may say: "Sripada! All the abodes of the Lord are 
eternal and transcendental! You can also live in another abode 
of the Lord, can’t you? If you can be so fortunate to have more 
devotee-association in another abode of the Lord and more 
opportunities to perform prema-sddhana, and if you can only 
spend your time in Vraja-dhdma, discussing profane village- 
topics with non-devotees, then isn’t it better for you to reside 
in other divine abodes like Dvaraka?" 

To this he replies: "What to speak of the fortune of better 
opportunities for prema-sddhand, even if I was so fortunate to 
constantly plunge into an ocean of prema and associate with 
many great devotees in another abode, I would still not desire 
to live in any other abode of the Lord even for a moment. 

I would rather spend my time living in Vraja with great 
attachment, speaking nonsense with a person who has no love 
for Krsna!" 

From this we can understand that, what to speak of going out 
of Vraja into the mundane world, Sripada Raghunatha would 
not even leave Vraja to go to any other abode of the Lord for 
even a moment, even if he could get the opportunity to relish 
the mellows of love of God in the association of great devotees 
there. 

This is because living in Vraja is favourable for the practice 
of the sweet rasa of the vraja-rasa-nistha-sadhakas (the 
practising devotees who are fixed in the mellows of Vraja) to the 
extent, that they cannot find this in any other abode of the Lord. 

It is particularly this fixation in the dhama, which is desired 
for by the worshipable deity, because the fixation of a devotee 
in the playground of his beloved deity is indicative of his fixation 
in his beloved deity. 

Almost all the Gaudiya Vaisnavas know that Siddha Srila 
Krsna dasa Babaji Maharaja of Ranabadi desired to leave Vraja 
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to have dargana of the four dhamas, but Dhamesvari Sri 
Radharani forbade him to leave Vraja to go to another abode. 
Srila Baba considered this but a mere dream and went to 
Dvaraka, where he received the tapta-mudra (heated stamp). 
When Baba returned to Vraja, Sri Radharani appeared to 
him in a dream and told him that he had become an associate 
of Si Satyabhama and that he should leave Vraja to go to 
Dvaraka. As a result, Baba’s divine body slowly burned to ashes 
in the fire of separation from Sri Radha. This is the most clear 
evidence of how Sri Radharani and Her exclusive devotees act. 
Hence Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatt has written: 


kim no bhiipaih kin nu devadibhir va svapnaisvaryotphullitaih kin ca 
muktaih 
Sstinydlambair vaisnavair vapi kim nah srimad vrnda-kananaikanta bhajam 
Sam sarvesam apraydsena datri dvi traikanti prema matraika patri 
anandatmd sesa sattud nidhatri sri vrndatavyas tu me’ndhasya dhatri 


(Vindavana Mahimamrta 1.25-26) 


"What for do we, who are exclusively fixed on Vrndiivana, 
need the kings, demigods or the dream-like opulences that 
cause the liberated souls to blossom? And what do we need the 
Vaisnavas who aim at attaining Vaikuntha-loka for?" 

"May Vrndatavi, which easily delights all persons, which is 
the object of love for only two or three (very few) persons, and 
which bestows transcendental bliss on all living entities, protect 
a blind person like me." 

He also says: 


sodhvd’pi duhkani suduhsahani tyaktvd’pyaho jati kuladikani 
bhiktva svapakair api thutkrtani vrndatavi vasam aham karisye 
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"I will always live in Vrndatavi, tolerating even intolerable 
suffering, giving up all my caste-and family-duties and eating 
even the food that was spat out by the dog eaters there." 


anya hari-dhame yadi prema bhakta saige; 
sndna kori nitya prema samudra tarange 
tabu e vasana nahi chadi vrndawvana; 
anya dhame vasavasa kori eka ksana 
kintu vrajavasi madhye kon-o prema stinya; 
tara sange urthalape-o nija mani dhanya 
atwwa asakti saha ei vrndavane; 
cira vasa hok mora cahi prati ksane 


"Even if I can eternally bathe in the waves of the ocean of 
prema with other loving devotees in another holy dhama, I will 
not leave Vrndavana to go to any other abode for even a 
moment. But even if I can speak nonsense with a Vrajavast who 
has absolutely no love for Krsna, I will consider myself to be 
blessed. May I always live in this Vrndavana with great 
attachment." 


VERSE 106: 


ragena ripa-mafjary-araktikrta-muradvisah 
gunaradhita-radhayah pada-yugme ratir mama 


ragena - with passion; riipa maijarya - Ripa Maiijari’s; rakti-krta 
- made attached; muradvisah - Krsna; guna - by attributes; aradhita - 
worshipped; radhayah - of Radha; pada - feet; yugma - pair; ratih - 


loving attachment; mama - my. 
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May my loving attachment live in the lotus feet of Sri 
Radha, Who is worshipped by all the divine attributes 
such as cleverness and to whom Ripa Majijari has 
passionately made Krsna very attached. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya : After praising the holy dhama 
and Sri Sri Radha-Madhava and Their associates, Sripada 
Raghunatha now prays for his most precious aspiration - sri 
radhayah pada-yugme mama ratir astu 

"May I love the lotus feet of Sri Radha." This is the practice 
and this is the goal. This is the highest treasure that is aspired 
for by the Gaudiya Vaisnavas who are endowed with radha- 
snehadhika rati (a greater love for Radha than for Krsna). 

As a result of being exclusively fixed on the lotus feet of Sri 
Radha, all the desires of Vrndavana’s rasa-sddhakas are 
fulfilled. 

One may ask: "The Gaudiya Vaisnavas are yugalopdsakas: 
they worship and serve Sri Radha-Madhava and meditate on 
Them. How can love for only Sri Radha’s feet be their goal? 
Shouldn’t they aspire for love for the lotus feet of the Divine 
Pair?" 

As an answer to such questions it is said: "There is absolutely 
no difference between love for the Pair’s lotus feet and love for 
Radha’s lotus feet. Rather, love for Radha’s lotus feet 
automatically brings love for the Divine Pair and service to 
Their lotus feet to even greater perfection. 

Although the practising devotee, who is fixed in Radha’s lotus 
feet, does not want Sri Krsna, S1i Krsna Himself comes out 
searching for him to make him His. 
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Sri Radha is known as Krsnamayi, krsnamayit krsna yara 
antara bahire (C.C.) "Krsnamayi means She whose inside out 
is Krsna". 

Through Sri Krsna, Sri Radha is worshipped. Therefore, how 
can Radha be worshipped and how can love for Her lotus feet 
be accomplished without Krsna? Therefore although they are 
yugalopasakas, the Gaudiya Vaisnavas always think themselves 
to be Radha’s maidservants — 

"IT am Radhia’s. I have exclusively given my heart to Her!" 

This is why Sripada Raghunatha desires love for Sri Radha’s 
lotus feet. 

What this Sri Radha is like is described in this verse — 

Sri Radha is worshipped by all the attributes, like cleverness. 
She, who is always worshipped by all the divine qualities, is Sri 
Radha. 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavatyakiricand sarvair gunais tatra 
samasate surah (Bhag. 5.18.12) 

"The demigods and all great attributes always reside in he 
who has unalloyed devotion for the Lord." 


sarva mahd-guna-gana vaisnava-sarire; 
krsna bhakte krsnera guna sakala saticare 
(C.C.) 


"All the great qualities reside in the Vaisnava’s body. All of 
Krsna’s attributes are infused into the devotee of Krsna." 

If all of Krsna’s attributes are infused within the insignificant 
living entities when they are devoted to the Lord, then is it any 
wonder, that all the divine attributes are worshipping Sri 
Radha, Who is the quintessence of the Lord’s pleasure potency, 
the embodiment of the mahabhdva known as mddana and 
Prema Laksmi, the supreme goddess of love? 
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Actually, any attempt of an ordinary person to count Sri 
Radha’s endless qualities are nothing else but ridiculous. 


yara sad-guna ganera svayam krsna na pana para; 
tara guna ganibe kemone jiva chara? 
(C.C.) 


"Even Krsna Himself cannot find the end to Her great qualities; 
how could any insignificant living being count them?" 

Srila Ripa Gosvami has mentioned 25 of Sri Radha’s 
sweeter-than-sweet qualities, which are suitable for the 
madhura rasa — 


atha vrndavanesvaryah kirtyante pravara-gunah 
madhureyam nava vayds calapangojjvala smita 
caru saubhagya rekhadhya gandhonmadita madhava 
sangita prasarabhijia ramya-van narma pandita 
vinita karund-piirna vidagdha patavanvita 
lajja-sila sumaryada dhairya gambhirya salini 
suvilasa mahabhava paramotkarsa tarsini 
gokula prema vasatir jagac-chreni lasad yasah 
gurvarpita guru sneha sakhi pranayita vasa 
krsna priyavali mukhya santatasrava kesava 
bahuna kim gunds tasyah sankhyatita harer iva 


"She is sweet and young; She has restless eyes and a bright 
smile; She has beautiful lines of fortune on Her hands; Her 
fragrance intoxicates Madhava; She is expert in singing; She 
speaks charming words; She is expert in joking; She is humble, 
full of compassion, clever, shy, respectful, patient, grave and 
playful. 

She thirsts after (giving Krsna) the pinnacle of mahd-bhava; 
She has Her residence of love in Gokula (Vraja); Her glories 
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pervade the whole universe; She is the object of Her superiors’ 
affection; She is subdued by the love of Her girlfriends and She 
is the chief of all of Krsna’s beloveds. Indeed, She fully controls 
KeSava! 

What more can I say about Her attributes? They are 
innumerable, just like Hari’s!" 

In the Radha-prakarana-chapter of his scripture Sri Ujjvala 
Nilamani, Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has made an analysis of 
each of these qualities by citing examples. Anyone who wants 
to know these details should consult this book. 

Srila Raghunatha says: 

"Sri Ripa Maiijari passionately makes Sri Krsna attached to 
Her." 

The sakhis and majijaris are engaged in making Sri-Sii 
Radha-Madhava attached to Each other by describing the 
One’s forms and qualities to the Other. The transcendental rasa 
would not be nourished if They had to extend this passion 
Themselves, without the aid of the sakhis and mafijaris. 

Hence it is said that although the love of Radha and Madhava 
is all-pervading, it is dependent on the assistence of the 
sakhis and majijaris for its nourishment. 

Sripada Raghunatha das covets love for the lotus feet of Sri 
Radharani, Who is Krsna’s most beloved and a mine of 
innumerable qualities such as cleverness. 

There is also another meaning to this verse, namely: 

"May I love the lotus feet of Rapa Manjari, who colours Si 
Krsna with the incomparable flavours of her heart’s passionate 
love and worships Sri Radharani through her own incomparable 
qualities." 

In other words: "Sri Ripa Maijijari always keeps Sri-Sri 
Radha-Madhava subdued by her incomparable passionate love 
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and her divine love-born qualities. If 1 can love the lotus feet of 
this Ripa Maiijari, all my desires will swiftly be fulfilled". 

Thus Sripada Raghunatha has simultaneously given two 
meanings to this concluding verse of Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, 
showing that he covets love for the lotus feet of his most 
beloved Sri Radharani and Sri Ripa Majijari. This is the highest 
aspiration for the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. All glories to Sripada 
Raghunatha’s wonderful expertise in the art of poetry! 


Sit rapa manjari krsne anuraga rase; 
ranjita koriya yara koriyache vase 
vaidagdhyadi guna dvara yini aGradhita; 
sei radha pada dvandve rati hok sada 


"May I love the lotus feet of Radha, Who is worshipped by 
all the divine attributes like cleverness and Who subdues Krsna 
because He has been coloured by the flavours of Sri Ripa 
Maiijari’s passionate love!" 

Or: 


hrdayera atulana anuraga rase, 
radhanathe yini sukhe kori suratijita 
aptirva madhura gundavalira parase; 
Sri radhare atisaya koila anandita 
sei Sri riipa mafijarira carana kamala; 
eka matra gati mora ekanta sambala 


"The lotus feet of Sri Ripa Maiijari, who pleases Radha’s 
Lord by colouring Him with the matchless flavours of her 
passionate heart and who greatly delights S1i Radha with the 
touch of her wonderfully sweet qualities, are my only shelter 
and my only resort!" 
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VERSE 107: 


idarh niyatam Adarad vraja-vilasa-nama-stavam 
sada vraja-janollasan-madhura-madhuri-bandhuram 
muhuh kutuka-sambhrtah paripathati ye valgu tat 
sama parikarair drdhath mithunam atra pasyanti te 


idam - this; niyatam - regularly; ddarad - respectfully; vraja 
vilasa - the pastimes or the manifestation of Vraja; ndma - 
named; stavam - praise; sadd - always; vraja-jana - the people 
of Vraja; ullasat - delights; madhura - sweet; mddhuri - 
sweetness; bandhuram - beautiful; muhuh - repeatedly; kutuka 
- eagerness; sambhrtah - filled with; paripathanti - who recite; 
ye - those; valgu - lovely; tat - that; samam - equal; parikaraih - 
with companions; drdhami - firmly; mithunam - pair; atra - here; 
pasyanti - will see; te - they. 


Those who regularly, eagerly and respectfully read 
this Vraja Vilasa Stava, which is so beautiful and graceful 
because it reveals the sweetness of the people of Vraja, 
will certainly see the enchanting Divine Pair and Their 
associates in Vraja. 


Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya: In this verse Sripada 
Raghunatha describes the benediction (phalasruti) on reciters 
of Vraja Vilasa Stava. 

In this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, the most sweet abode of Vraja and 
the Lord’s associates in Vraja are being praised. Like a river in 
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autumn”, this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava is filled to the brim with the 
sweeter-than-sweet ecstatic love of the Vraja-associates and the 
sweet flavours of the Vraja-pastimes. 

Therefore Sripada Raghunatha has justly named this stwti 
Vraja-Vilasa-Stava. The hearing and chanting of this stava 
brings the pastimes of Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava in Vraja before 
the glorifier in a crystallised form. 

Hence it is said that this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava is very beautiful 
and graceful due to its evident sweetness, and that those who 
always respectfully and eagerly recite this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava 
will certainly see the enchanting Divine Pair (manojia 
mithuna) ,Sri S1t Radha-Krsna, and Their associates in Vraja- 
dhama. 

The Manojiia-Mithuna Sri-Sri_ Radha-Madhava are a 
billowing ocean, full of endless sweetness and beauty. 

Sri Sri Radha-Krsna are the summit of all sweetness in the 
kingdom of God. Sri Krsna is Himself the embodiment of 
sweetness- mddhuryam eva nu (Krsna Karnamrta). 

The endless ecstatic astonishment that awakens within the 
heart of one who witnesses the meeting of this boundless 
billowing ocean of sweetness with Sri Radharani, can only be 
known through experience; it cannot be expressed through 
words by anyone. By using the word valgu, Sripada 
Raghunatha has only given a slight indication of the endless 
sweetness and beauty of the Divine Pair. 

One may ask here: “The saints and the scriptures proclaim 
that after attaining prema as the culmination of the practice of 
bhajana, the sadhaka will meet the Lord face to face. Perhaps 


57 Tn India, the rivers in autumn are bursting with water flowing down 
from the mountains after the heavy rains in the monsoon, the season 
preceeding autumn. Ed. 
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the sddhaka’s bhajana will be nourished by hearing and 
chanting these stavas and stotras, but how is it possible that it 
makes him attain the direct vision of the Lord, which is the 
culmination of prema?” 

This is true, but some items of bhajana are so powerful that, 
just like a mantra, they will attract the Lord to become 
immediately visible to the offenceless sédhaka’s eyes. 

Similarly, this Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, which is filled with the 
sweet flavours of Vraja and the Lord’s associates in Vraja, will 
act like a powerful mantra to attract S1i-S17 Radha-Madhava 
and make Them visible to the eyes of the respectful devotee- 
reciter. 

This is the merciful blessing of Sripada Raghunatha, the seer 
of the mantra of Vraja-rasa, on the sd@dhakas of the world and 
this is yet another cause of the reciter of this Stava becoming 
able to perceive the Yugala Kisora. 

After all, krsna taha piirna kore mage yei bhrtya; bhrtya 
vdiicha pirti vind krsnera nahi anya krtya (C.C.) 

"Krsna fulfills all the desires of His servant. Krsna has no 
other business than to fulfill the desires of His devotees." 


vrajera prakasamana madhuri visese; 
‘vraja vilasa stava’ nama ativa ullase 
nitya sddarete yei Gnandita mane; 
stava ratna patha kore koriya niyame 
manojna mithuna mirti yugala kisore; 
darasana dena tare saha parikare 
raghunatha dasa krta ‘vraja vilasa stava’; 
rasika bhakata jane maha mahotsava 
sei maha mahotsava koriya smarana; 
hrde dhari dasa raghunathera carana 
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‘haripada’ gana kore padavali-chande; 


heribo e asa radha-krsna pada dvandve 


"Anyone who always blissfully and respectfully recites this 
jewel of praises, known as Vraja-Vilasa-Stava, which reveals the 
particular sweetness of Vraja in great jubilation, will see the 
Graceful Adolescent Pair and Their companions. 

Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami's “Vraja-Vilasa-Stava’ is a great 
festival for the rasika-devotees. Remembering this great 
festival and holding the lotus feet of Dasa Raghunatha in his 
heart, Haripada sings these devotional songs, hoping to thus see 
the lotus feet of Radha and Krsna." 


Thus ends Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s Vraja 
Vilasa Stava. 


Commentary of Sri Radhakunda Mahanta Pandita Sri Ananta 
Dasa Babaji Maharaja is named ‘Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya’ 

(a drop of the nectar of Stavavali), and was published in 
Gaurabda 503 (1989 A.D.) from Sri Krishna Chaitanya Shastra 
Mandir, Vrajananda Ghera, PO Radhakunda (district 
Mathura), U.P., India. 

Devotional songs in Bengali following each commentary were 
composed by Dr. Haripada Silla. 
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